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December wind storm hits area hard
By Brenda Boutin

Mountain Gazette Staff
Wednesday December 1 brought Mother

Nature’s forces to play in the Jericho, Underhill,
Cambridge and the surrounding area. Mount
Mansfield experienced wind gusts of up to 100
plus mph while Cambridge had gust of 90 mph.

More damage was experienced in Jericho than
most of the other towns in the Mountain Gazette’s
coverage area.

Wind damage on West White Hill Road in Huntington at the Chittenden
County Fish and Game Club was immense. Like many other places the major-
ity of the of the downed trees were conifers.

Unbelievable winds passed through Jericho East December 1, knock-
ing to the ground a big beautiful Blue Spruce that Glenn and Ellie
Martin had planted the year they built their house in 1989. “We called
Nate’s Outdoor Services, with his chain saw and wood chipper to load
it in his truck and transport it off to the farm for the goats to feed on.
Apparently it’s all good food for the goats, keeping them happy and
healthy while it last” said Ellie Martin.               PHOTO CONTRIBUTEDEntire swath of downed trees off Barber Farm

Road, Jericho.

Large elm came down crushing an outbuilding
on Plains Road, Jericho.

Far Right: North on Route 15 toward
Cambridge a storage building lies twisted
around some trees that stopped it from ca-
reening across the road just past Weston’s
Rabbit Farm.

Right: Large pine trees lay parallel to the
driveway at the United Congergational
Church in Jericho’s Historic District.

Right: The MMU sign in front of
the school was laid over.

Right below: Workmen from the
town of Jericho replaced four signs
at the corner of Lee River road and
Browns Trace.

Center below: A large pine tree
grappled with a maple before  they
both toppled to earth just missing
Snowflake Chocolates’, Jericho
factory.

Damage along Lee River Road.

Trees down and property damage lines the road-
sides throughout Cambridge. Trees were down
across the rest area on the Smugglers’ Notch Road

PHOTOS BY BRENDA BOUTIN

Below: A wood storage building that has
served Jerhill for years was flattened in
the storm.

By Richard Mindell
Special to the Mountain Gazette

Jericho homeowners, Pamela and Mike Mallow,
have removed a motocross racetrack they had con-
structed for their son on their property off Plains
Rd., in Jericho, rather than prolong a growing and
increasingly bitter zoning battle with neighbors and
Jericho’s Development Review Board.  “I’ve had
enough,” Mike Mallow said, referring to the recent
events surrounding his son’s motocross race track
and the controversy it has triggered with neighbors
who opposed the track and with problems related
to Jericho’s outdoor recreational use statutes and
the conditional use permit process.

The problem began when the Mallows decided
to build a dirt race track on their land for their son
who had expressed an interest in motocross racing.
The track consisted of a dirt oval with dirt ramps to
simulate a real motocross racetrack.  The Mallows’
son and a few of his friends used the track after
school and on weekends.

The issue became contentious when several
neighbors contacted the Jericho Planning and Zon-
ing Department, complaining that people other than
the Mallows were using the track, and that the noise
and dust from the track had become a nuisance.
The Town contacted the Mallows, in August, to
inform them they needed to apply to the Develop-

ment Review Board for a conditional use permit for
outdoor recreational use of their property, and that
they should cease using the track until they ob-
tained the permit.

Neighbors also contacted the Vermont Depart-
ment of Natural Resources which, acting on infor-
mation provided to the Department by the neigh-
bors including claims the Mallows and others were
riding dirt bikes on prime agricultural soils and over
protected wetlands, fined the Mallows $6,000.  The
State later rescinded that fine because the Depart-
ment of Natural Resources was unable to verify the
neighbors’ claims.

To the dismay of the neighbors, on September 2,
Jericho Zoning Administrator, John Zwick, sent
the Mallows a letter outlining two options with
regard to the use of the track.  The first option,
according to Zwick, would have allowed the Mal-
lows to continue using the track without a permit if
they restricted the use to their own son and other
family members.  This decision reversed the Town’s
previous decision to have the Mallows suspend
use of the track pending the issuance of a condi-
tional use permit.  The second option would have
given the Mallows the opportunity to apply for a
conditional use permit if they wanted to expand
the use of the track to include people from off-site,
including their son’s friends.

Zwick’s letter sparked a determined response
from outraged neighbors who hired Montpelier at-
torney, David Grayck, to file a formal appeal of Mr.
Zwick’s letter permitting use of the track by family
members with the Development Review Board.

“The bottom line is, certain neighbors just don’t
want anyone riding dirt bikes on our property,”
Mallow said, of the neighbors’ reaction to Zwick’s
letter.  “Even family members.”

The DRB scheduled a hearing for last Thursday,
December 9, to hear the neighbors’ appeal and to
determine once and for all if the Mallows needed a
conditional use permit and if they could continue to
use the track pending a decision by the DRB.

The Mallows threw the DRB and their neigh-
bors a curve, however, when they decided on their
own that they had had enough of the entire matter.
They did not attend the meeting; instead they in-
formed the DRB they had removed the track.

Mr. Mallow noted that just because his track no
longer existed, that doesn’t constitute a solution to
the issues facing the DRB when and if other Jericho
property owners face similar problems with per-
mitted recreational use of outdoor spaces.  He also
pointed out the procedure through which Jericho
property owners can find out if they need a permit
for certain uses and what the criteria for that permit
will be is cumbersome and inconsistent.  As Mr.

Mallow pointed out, there is a VAS trail across his
property over which anyone, including complete
strangers, can ride a snowmobile over the same land
on which his son’s racetrack was located.

“The Town needs to make a decision about what
is permitted and what isn’t,” Mallow said.  “I told
them, if the neighbors are going to prevent me from
riding on my own property, if they’re going to shut
the Mallows down, they’re going to have to shut
the whole town down so nobody can ride dirt bikes
or snow mobiles on their property in Jericho.”

“Motocross is a sport just like basketball or base-
ball or soccer,” Mallow added.  “We were just let-
ting our son and a few kids have a good time.  They’re
not out doing drugs or stealing.”

The Mallows’ attorney, Vince Paradis, agreed.
“We wouldn’t be here if (the Mallows’) son played
basketball,” he told the DRB at the November 14
hearing. “But he does motocross racing and he does
that at home.”

Mallow also took exception to the role his neigh-
bors played in the whole affair.  “This situation has
taken up a lot of the Town of Jericho’s time,” Mal-
low noted.  “Worse, when something like this hap-
pens, nobody is held accountable for starting prob-
lems for another neighbor.  If you don’t like your
neighbor, you can go to the Town and start any-
thing at the Town’s expense.  That isn’t right.”

Jericho homeowners remove motocross race track ending bitter controversy with neighbors
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Kevin Perry joined the
Stonegrill as Operations
Manager.  Kevin is a native
Vermonter born and raised in
Orleans.  He graduated from
the culinary program at North
Country Union High School
Career Center and went to
SUNY Cobleskill and
graduated with a chef ’s degree
in Culinary Arts in 2000.  We
also added a new chef this summer and he has been changing
the fundamental way we both prepare and cook food for our
patrons.

STONEGRILL RESTAURANT & PUB
116 VT RT 15 W, Morrisville, VT

802-888-4242                      802-888-8865
Restaurant Hours: Sunday  - 6:00 AM until 8:00 PM

Monday - Saturday - 6:00 AM until 9:00 PM
Pub Hours: Closed Sunday, Monday & Tuesday
Wednesday & Thursday - 4:00 PM until 9:00 PM

Friday & Saturday - 4:00 PM until 10:00 PM

By Brenda Boutin
Mountain Gazette Staff

State fire officials investigated the cause of a fire
that destroyed the historic Grand Army of the Re-
public building on GAR Place, Jericho and reported
it as undetermined and suspicious.

The fire broke out sometime during the early
hours of Wednesday November 24, according to
Jim Carter, who with his wife, Susan, owned the
121-year-old building erected in 1889 by Jericho
and Underhill veterans of the Civil War.

The hall burned to the ground. The Underhill
Jericho Fire Department needed to remove the metal
roofing that collapsed to extinguish the fire.

 “We had it insured but because it was an old
unoccupied building the amount won’t come near
to covering the loss.” said Carter. “We cannot re-

Carter G.A.R. Fund set up at Merchant’s Bank

By Ted Tedford
Special to the Mountain Gazette

Teachers and the Chittenden East Supervisory Union
Board have reached a tentative contract agreement, but
the details remain secret until the schoolboards in
Bolton, Huntington, Jericho, Richmond and Underhill
ratify it.

Negotiators for both sides agreed to settle in the
early hours of Wednesday December 8 after seven
hours of talks beginning at 6:00 PM Tuesday Decem-
ber 7.

Spokespersons for the two sides declined to reveal
details of the tentative pact.

But Underhill Central Schoolboard Chairman John
LaRue said that although he has not seen the settlement
agreement, he believes the teachers agreed to accept the
Board’s position denying automatic salary step in-
creases without negotiations after a contract has ex-
pired. The Green Mountain NEA, the teachers’ union,
has fought against the Board’s position, arguing that
historically both sides have always negotiated pay raises.

CESU teachers agree to contract; boards may not vote until January
Robert Letovsky, chair of the Board negotiating com-

mittee would only say about the tentative agreement:
“It was a multi-year agreement.” If it is ratified, he said,
it would cover the last school year and the present one
that ends this June 30, ending more than 30 months of
on-and-off negotiations.

 Some of the local town schoolboards have already
held their December meeting and may not vote on the
pact until January.

LaRue said the Executive Committee, the Board
that is comprised of chairs of the local schoolboards
and the Mount Mansfield Schoolboard, meets Mon-
day December 20 at which time, LaRue said, details of
the pact would be discussed, or when copies would be
available to schoolboard members.

Letovsky also chairs the Underhill I.D. Schoolboard.
He said that board will move its monthly meeting up a
week to Tuesday December 21 to vote on the contract.

Underhill Central Schoolboard members are talking
with each other to come up with a meeting date, LaRue
said.

 “We are thrilled to have a mutually agreed con-
tract,” said Portia Senning, spokeswoman for the Green
Mountain Chapter of the National Education Associa-
tion, the teachers’ union. “This is the first time in three
years. We would have hoped (for a contract) for more
school years, but we are thrilled.

Not all teachers liked the tentative agreement
Teachers approved the tentative agreement by a voice

vote the afternoon of Wednesday December 8. Not all
the teachers supported the contract during the meeting
when the teachers voted on it.

“There were a few disappointments that we did not
stick to the arbitrator’s report,” Senning said. She was
referring to a report by fact-finder Allan McCausland
that urged the Board months ago to withdraw its deci-
sion to deny automatic step increases when a contract
has expired. “But we like the contract. It allows us to
do what we do…teach in the schools,” Senning said.
She teaches at Underhill Central School.

The two sides negotiated for seven hours with the
board negotiators in one room and the teachers’ nego-
tiators in another at the CESU Central Office in Rich-
mond. Veteran mediator Ira Lobell, went from room to
room.

The major issue during negotiations the last several
months was the Board’s insistence that language be
inserted in a new contract that would deny automatic
salary step increases when a contract has expired. In a
memo dated Friday November 19, the Board offered a
two-year contract covering the 2009-2010 school year,

retroactively, and this school year. The teachers would
keep their step increase for the 2009-2010 school year
which they have already received, representing a 3.1
percent increase in pay.

But for this school year, which is nearly half over,
the teachers would not get a step increase. The Board
wanted to insert language in any new contract denying
an increase unless there was agreement on a new con-
tract. If LaRue is right, teachers will get their pay raise.

The teachers balked at the Board’s proposal for this
school year, insisting they and the Board traditionally
negotiated salary step increases.

Last November, the seven CESU schoolboards
mailed out what they called a “message” on the status
of negotiations. “There is only one issue that separates
the teachers and the Board: Should the teachers receive
automatic salary increases, even after a contract has
expired, without negotiating those increases?” the mes-
sage said.

The Boards’ flyer went on: “In each of the last two
school years, teachers have received automatic three-
percent increases – a total of six percent, in the midst of
a recession.” The message decried the teachers’ posi-
tion that they would agree to a contract only if the
Board dropped its proposal eliminating automatic pay
raises without agreeing on a new contract. The message
also pointed out that the schoolboards are preparing
budgets for the next school year in the face of a goal by
the State Education Department to reduce spending
by two percent.

place the old building. It’s financially impossible.”
Carter went on to say some kind of building would
be built on the new foundation that had been put
under the old building.

Carter’s son-in-law John Monks had volunteered
to help with the restoration work on the building.
The 30 year carpenter had every tool he own minus
one hammer stored in the building. Monk said he
was honored to be a part of rebuilding history.

Now Monks is trying to rebuild his own future.
The Carter G.A.R. Fund has been set up to help
builder Monk and his wife, Carter’s daughter Stacy.

There are fundraisers in the works but you can
get a jump start by sending your donation to the:
Carter G.A.R. Fund, c/o The Merchant’s Bank, 205
RT. 15, Jericho, VT  05465, Attn: Stacie Griffiths
or by contacting Melissa Lawson at 899-1735.

UNDERHILL JERICHO FIRE DEPARTMENT
By Kitty Clark

EMERGENCY CALLS:
November 28, 7:26 AM, Responded to the area

of 817 VT RT 15, Underhill, one vehicle accident
November 28, 9:32 AM, Good Intent call at 22

Raceway Road, Jericho
November 29, 11:30 AM, Public Assist, 6 Orr

Road, Jericho
November 29, 11:08 AM, EMS
November 29, 1:48 PM, EMS
November 30, 8:28 AM, EMS
November 30, 3:12 PM, Responded to VT 15

and Packard Road, Jericho for a two vehicle acci-
dent

December 1, 9:13 AM, Responded to 266 VT
15, Jericho for a greenhouse that collapsed

December 1, 9:38 AM, Responded to 75 Palmer
Lane, Jericho for power lines down

December 1, 9:50 AM, Responded to VT 15 and
Cilley Hill Rd., Jericho for a tree across one lane

December 1, 9:50 AM, Responded to 19
Lafayette Drive, Jericho for power lines and tree
down

December 1, 11:15 AM, Responded to 44 Race-
way Rd., Jericho for tree down w/power lines

December 1, 11:30 AM, Responded to 123 Race-
way Rd., Jericho for a tree down

December 1, 11:43 AM, Responded to 62 Nash-
ville Rd., Jericho for tree down w/power lines

December 1, 12:07 PM, Responded to 106 Plains
Rd., Jericho for a barn collapsed

December 1, 1:38 PM, Responded to Underhill
ID School, 10 River Rd., Jericho for electrical prob-
lem

December 1, 2:30 PM, to 9:00 PM Responded

to 47 calls for trees and power lines down in the
towns of Underhill and Jericho

December 1, 6:40 PM, EMS
December 2, 9:19 AM, EMS
December 2, 10:41 AM, Responded to 3

French Hill Rd., Underhill for power line down
December 2, 3:07 PM, EMS
December 3, 9:30 AM, Responded to 273 VT

RT 15, Jericho, Good Shepherd School for an acti-
vated fire alarm

December 4, 10:07 AM, Responded to River Rd
and Sand Hill Rd., Underhill for a two vehicle acci-
dent

December 4, 5:16 PM, Responded to the area of
946 VT RT 15, Westford for a one vehicle accident

December 5, 10:42 AM, Responded to the
Underhill Town Garage, for an activated fire alarm

December 6, 8:23 AM, Responded to the area of
114 Browns Trace, Jericho for a one vehicle roll
over

December , 8:47 AM,  EMS
December 6, 3:30 PM, Responded to Packard

Rd., Jericho for a school bus off the road
December 6, 10:25 PM, Responded to VT RT

15 near Browns Trace, Jericho for a one vehicle off
the road

December 7, 8:48 AM, EMS
SAFETY MESSAGE:
The Holidays are here and the decorations are

up. Many homes fires happen during this time of
the year so it is so important to remember to choose
a fresh Christmas tree and keep water in the stand.
Place your tree away from direct sources of heat
and never place a tree so that it blocks an exit. Use
electric lights that are approved by a national test-

ing lab. Always unplug the tree
lights before going to bed and re-
member never run electrical cords
through doorways or under rugs.
Never burn paper in the fireplace,
this is a major cause of chimney
fires.

CANDLES: Careless use of
candles can kill! A fire caused by
unattended candles in Binghamton,
NY last weekend took the lives of
three people. The number of fires
caused by candles is rising every
year. These fires can be prevented.
Do not use candles in the bedroom,
keep the candles away from flam-
mable materials or liquids
and allow at least three feet of
space between candles and any-
thing that can burn. Be sure that
candles are placed in a stable and
secure holder and make sure if you
leave a room where candles are
used blow them out. 

All of us on the Underhill-Jeri-
cho Fire Department would like
to wish everyone a Very Happy
Fire Free Holiday Season! And
remember to

Practice Fire Safety Everyday!
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CALCALCALCALCALVVVVVARARARARARY EPISCOPY EPISCOPY EPISCOPY EPISCOPY EPISCOPAL CHURAL CHURAL CHURAL CHURAL CHURCHCHCHCHCH
A loving, caring Christian community, living

and sharing the gospel of Jesus Christ with our neighbors.”
VT Rt. 15 Jericho

Sunday Worship Service 9:30 AM
Rev. Dr. Linda Maloney, Interim Rector

Karen Floyd, Parish Administrator, 899-2326
www.calvarychurchvt.org

COVENANT COMMUNITY CHURCH
“Come as You Are”

VT Rt. 15 between Jericho and Essex Center
Pastor Peter Norland, 879-4313

Sunday Worship Service: 10:00 AM; Adult Sunday School 8:30 AM
High School Sunday School, 8:30AM at the Village Cup

Children’s Worship/Sunday School: K-6, 10:00 AM
Opportunities for Commmunity Service, Family Events,

Youth and Adult Groups; Handicapped Accessible
pastor@jerichocovenantchurch.org – www.jerichocovenantchurch.org

GOOD SHEPHERD LUTHERAN CHURCH (ELCA)GOOD SHEPHERD LUTHERAN CHURCH (ELCA)GOOD SHEPHERD LUTHERAN CHURCH (ELCA)GOOD SHEPHERD LUTHERAN CHURCH (ELCA)GOOD SHEPHERD LUTHERAN CHURCH (ELCA)
273 VT Rt. 15 - between Jericho and Underhill
Rev. Dagmar Rosenberg, Pastor - 899-3932
Sunday Worship 9:00 AM - Nursery provided

Sunday School for all ages - 10:30 AM
gslcvt@myfairpoint.net     www.GoodShepherdJericho.org\

JERICHO CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH
“An Historic Church Proclaiming an Eternal Message”

On the green in Jericho Center, VT
Pastor Peter Anderson & Youth Pastor Glenn Carter

Sunday Services at 8:00am & 11:00am
Nursery Care provided

Sunday School at 9:30am for all ages
Fellowship at 10:30 AM

Sunday Youth Group at 6:15 PM
899-4911 www.jccvt.org

JJJJJERICHO UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
“Open Hearts, Open Minds, Open Doors”

71 Vermont Route 15, Jericho (next to Town Hall)
Rev. Patrice Goodwin, 899-4288
Rev. John Goodwin, 899-4288

Sunday Worship Service, 9:00 AM
Children’s Sunday School, 9:00 AM

Men’s Breakfast - third Sunday, 7:00 AM
jerichoumc@jumcvt.org • www.jumcvt.org

 MOUNT MANSFIELDMOUNT MANSFIELDMOUNT MANSFIELDMOUNT MANSFIELDMOUNT MANSFIELD
UNITUNITUNITUNITUNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST FELLARIAN UNIVERSALIST FELLARIAN UNIVERSALIST FELLARIAN UNIVERSALIST FELLARIAN UNIVERSALIST FELLOOOOOWSHIPWSHIPWSHIPWSHIPWSHIP

A Liberal Spiritual Community
P.O. Box 150, Jericho, VT 05465

phone 899-5335 ~ website www.mmuuf.org
We gather at 9:30 AM at the newly renovated space

at 195 VT RT 15, Jericho (red barn across from Packard Rd)
on the 2nd and 4th Sundays of September-June

beginning Sunday, September 14, 2008
for worship, reflection, growth, and support.

All are welcome.

UNITED CHRISTIAN UNITED CHRISTIAN UNITED CHRISTIAN UNITED CHRISTIAN UNITED CHRISTIAN ASSEMBLASSEMBLASSEMBLASSEMBLASSEMBLY FULL GOSPEL CHURY FULL GOSPEL CHURY FULL GOSPEL CHURY FULL GOSPEL CHURY FULL GOSPEL CHURCHCHCHCHCH
100 Raceway Rd., Jericho, VT 05465

Pastor Mike Murray – 899-2949, Monday-Friday
Sunday Worship 10:00 AM – 12:00 PM
Nursery and Sunday School available

Youth Fellowship Sunday nights 5:00 PM
Area Home Fellowships, Thursdays, 7:00 PM
secretary@ucavt.org           www.ucavt.org

UNITED CHURCH OF UNDERHILLUNITED CHURCH OF UNDERHILLUNITED CHURCH OF UNDERHILLUNITED CHURCH OF UNDERHILLUNITED CHURCH OF UNDERHILL
“Welcoming, Worshipping, Working for God”

At the Green on Route 15 ~ Rev. Kevin Goldenbogen ~ 899-1722
www.unitedchurchofunderhill.com

Sunday Worship and Sunday School: 10:30 AM
Micah’s Men’s Breakfast 7:30 AM third Saturday

Nursery provided;
Mission and service programs offered

AREA WORSHIP SERVICESAREA WORSHIP SERVICESAREA WORSHIP SERVICESAREA WORSHIP SERVICESAREA WORSHIP SERVICES

Calvary Episcopal Church
Join us in celebrating the birth of Jesus at

Calvary Episcopal Church, Route 15,
Underhill, Vermont (899-2326):

Friday, Dec. 24 - 4:30 PM
Holy Eucharist for Children and Families with Christmas Pageant

Friday, Dec. 24 - 9:00 PM
Holy Eucharist with Christmas Lessons and Carols

Sunday, Dec. 26 - 9:30 AM The First Sunday after Christmas

Jericho United Methodists
Christmas Service Schedule

December 19, Christmas Sunday Worship Service - 9:00 AM
December 19, Community Christmas Carol Sing - 4:00 PM
December 24, Christmas Eve Family Candle Light Service

7:00 PM

Jericho Congregational Church
3 Jericho Center, Jericho Vt.

899-4911; www.jccvt.org
officejcc@comcast.net

Dec. 19; Lessons and Carols, 8:00 AM & 11:00AM
Fellowship between with Birthday Cakes for Jesus

Dec. 24; Children’s Pageant, 6:00 PM
& Candlelight Service, 9:00 PM

Christmas Eve, Dec. 24,
United Christian Assembly
on Raceway Road in Jericho,

6:00 PM service called “Sing with Us the Christmas Story.”
Please come and have cookies and mulled cider at 5:30 PM,

followed by a traditional Christmas program of carols,
narrative and drama.

Come and enjoy singing beloved carols,
as youth and adults present the Christmas Story.

Call 899-2949 for more information or go to www.ucavt.org.

Thursday December 9 at 7:10 PM the State Police was called
regarding a crash which was witnessed in the parking lot of MMU
High School. The witness observed a dark colored wagon type
vehicle, possibly a Subaru, back into a parked and unoccupied Toyota
Four Runner. The vehicle then left the scene of the incident without
making contact with the owner of the Four Runner. The Four Run-
ner sustained damage to the front bumper. The suspect vehicle should
have damage to the rear, possibly to the bumper, the lights or the
tailgate. Anyone with information is asked to call Trooper Kamerling.
Case#: 10A105114

On November 30, 2010 at approximately 3:11 PM a two vehicle
crash occurred on Route 15 at the intersection of Packard Road in
the town of Jericho. Michael F. Branon, 70, driving a 2007 Cadillac
Escalade, was reported to be traveling westbound on Route 15 at a
normal rate of speed, but veered into the eastbound lane and struck
a 2006 Chevrolet Silverado driven by Harry R. Thurgate, 71, of
Jericho, VT, traveling eastbound on Route 15. Route 15 was re-
stricted to one lane of travel for approximately one hour while
Jericho-Underhill fire department and Essex rescue were on scene.
Branon and Thurgate were transported to Fletcher Allen Medical
Center for evaluation. Thurgate suffered injuries of a fractured tibia,
fibula and a dislocated hip. The crash is still under investigation.
Case#: 10A104943

On December 3, 2010 at approximately 1142 hours Vermont
State Police was notified of a Home Invasion in progress at a
residence off Poker Hill Road in the town of Underhill, VT. The
suspects were described as two white males wearing black. State
Police in Williston are looking for any leads regarding this incident.
Contact Trooper Paul Badger with any information at the Williston
State Police Barracks (802) 878-7111. Case#: 10A104997

Lamoille Valley Church of the Nazarene December 17-19
presents “Christmas Tale” with dance, music, and drama

The Lamoille Valley Church of the Nazarene will present “A
Christmas Tale: A Musical Drama Portraying God’s Coming to
Earth” Friday-Saturday December 17-18 at 7:00 PM and Sunday
December 19 at 6:00 PM.

LVCN’s annual Christmas offering has become a popular com-
munity event over the years, and people of all creeds (or no creeds)
are welcome to attend and enjoy the holiday drama and music, both
traditional and contemporary. Admission is free, and refreshments
are offered afterwards.

Directed by Melissa Towle of Johnson, “A Christmas Tale” tells
the Christmas story in a non-traditional but faithful way, with
dance, solo and choral gospel music, a well-written and compelling
narrative, and traditional carols.  The play was originally produced
by Willow Creek, a large Chicago-based church renowned for its
innovative drama programs. The cast includes longtime LVCN ac-
tor/singers Ted Keith of Elmore and Brickett Bailey of Hyde Park.
The rest of the acting ensemble includes Michelle Swift, Morrisville;
Imani Page, Cambridge; Diana Donovan, Johnson; Amanda Manches-
ter, Cam bridge; Jen Lamos, Johnson; Gary Carlson, Morrisville;
Tyler Lawrence, Johnson; Chris Towle, Johnson; and Erica Bryan,
Stowe. Band members include Mrs. Towle (keyboards), Matt Miller

Christmas Services

Acting Ensemble for “A Christmas Tale,” an innovative holiday
program of drama, dance, and music to be performed Dec. 17-19 at
Lamoille Valley Church of the Nazarene. At left is director/key-
board player Melissa Towle. The program also features a full
choir.                                                              PHOTO BY GUY PAGE

(drums) of Belvidere and Leslie Dumas (guitar) of Jeffersonville.
Choir members includes most cast members and Joy, Caelyn,

Cameron, and Tennyson Doane of Bakersfield; Meagan Towle,
Waterville; Heather Machia, Johnson; Deb Verzilli, Morrisville;
Rhoda McLure, Johnson; Guy Page, Cambridge; Robin Aither, Hyde
Park; Monica, Kristen, and Leighanne Merchant, Hardwick; and
soloist Kristina (Ainsworth) Nalette of Jeffersonville.

POLICE REPORT

Phone: (802) 453-6354
 Email: mtgazette@earthlink.net

Website: www.mountaingazetteofvermont.com

Letters: maximum 400 words;
 one letter per writer, per calendar month.

Must be signed for attribution,
with writer’s address and phone.

Letters Policy:

Brenda Boutin, publisher / editor / ad sales,
Ted Tedford, Phyl Newbeck  - writers

Deadline: January 13
Publication: January 20

6558 VT RT 116, Starksboro, VT 05487
The Mountain Gazette
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Full Service Hair Salon for Men, Women & Children

Tues. 8:00-7:00, Wed.  8:00 - 7:00, Thurs. 8:00 - 3:30,
Fri. 8:00 - 6:00, Sat. 7:30 - 12:00 Walk-ins Only

Route 15   •  899-2068

BEAUTY

CHIROPRACTIC CARE

EYE CARE

COMMUNITY COLUMNS

Cannot be combined with other offers. • Ad Required for Discount
Route 15 • Jericho

GOD’S BLESSING ON
YOU AND YOURS IN
THE COMING YEAR.

David and Brenda Boutin
and family

Christmas
By Suzanne Kusserow

Special Senior Guest Columnists
After years of having a 17 ft. huge Balsam grace half of the living

room, my husband and I decided it was too much work: the cutting,
the dragging, the lighting, the decorations and above all, at the very
exhausted end of all this: tossing the tinsel on , hoping it wouldn’t
look too clumpy. My granddaughter insisted that we have a tree.
“If you don’t, Gramma, I will go up to the woods and cut one for
you and drag it down and put on lights and decorate it for you. You
have to have a tree!” And so it was that my son, Karl, and his son,
George, visiting for Thanksgiving, were duly commissioned to lis-
ten to his niece (and his sister)….a powerful combination that ob-
viously was to be obeyed. He found a young Balsam, which had
never been pruned and was enjoying its life among a grove of similar
upstarts. It took 10 pulls on the bow saw and down it came. Unfor-
tunately, for Karl, this did not please him. “I thought we were going
to have a good hike, get into the woods, and drag this big tree down
through the snow, ala Currier and Ives.” But despite the truncated
procedure, the small tree did make it down the hill and into the
house. The troubles began. “Where did you get this tree-stand,
Mom? It has two holding screws missing, and it’s so crooked the
tree keeps falling over. Unfortunately, your tall grandson cannot
stay here until Christmas, holding this thing up.” So there was a
small trip to the hardware store and $18.99 later there was a shiny
new red tree-stand, just about the time I found a newer one down in
the basement in the corner labeled “Xmas stuff”. Anyway, the tree
did stand upright just fine, and the money seemed well-invested.

Next joy: getting the lights on: “Mom, do you have any fuses?
You know those little things that go into the plug so the lights stay
on. No?” I unraveled another bunch of lights that l had hastily
packed away last January, now dangling drunkenly from a nail on
the basement wall. That took me at least an hour, and a glass of
wine, and a great deal of muttering, which evidently my grand-
daughter found quite amusing. “Now” I said, “we need to test the

lights.” At which point, Ana tightened a few bulbs that promptly
made loud popping noises and lost all life. I had plenty of spares; I
have a habit of getting to the stores right after Christmas, so I can
collect bargains for next year. We needed to avoid ‘blinkies’, since
they drive my husband nuts, but we had plenty of reds….. practi-
cally no blues. Oh, well. After the draping of the lights, came the
decorations. Grandson Will hung over the edge of the balcony in
order to drop a few down on the tree, and actually had very few
breakages. The top, cut a little short by the other grandson, was
decorated by one of a number of crocheted medicine cups, a very
clever use of resources and quite nice looking….until I finally found
the stuffed dove, with the bright red heart hanging from her beak,
that traditionally went on to cover the spike on the top. The heart,
unfortunately, had disappeared, but the dove seemed to look just
fine.

From then on, it went quite smoothly, except for Karl’s comment
about the condition, and uselessness of my ancient vacuum cleaner
that was necessary to clean up the old needles dropped from last
year’s usage, still clinging to the lights and decorations. The lights

actually went on for a triumphant moment, much to everyone’s
pleasure (and relief).

And now, I am sitting next to this living monument to the love of
my collective family, watching the one permissible ‘blinkie’ liven-
ing up the tree. Two ornaments are what is left from my childhood
tree, in memory of my mother. There is a reflective glass ball, cour-
tesy of a skilled craftsperson in Jericho. And a small frame, holding
the photo of another granddaughter, then two, now twenty. Several
ornaments bear the trademark of preschool years: dough birds, lop-
sided tiny trees, a bleary-eyed Santa with a bright red beard, all
painted with enthusiasm and lack of skill. A drummer boy in stained-
glass pieces beats time on a lower branch. A carved slim piece of
wood, in the shape of the state of Oregon, reminds me of my year
of a visiting professor there, with a wonderful group of graduate
nurses. Crystals claimed from an old chandelier at the Salvage Shop
in Essex, are in need of washing, but still glisten nicely. Someone
made a Santa Claus head from a tiny gourd, the stem painted red as
Santa’s cap, with a cotton ball at the end for good measure. Our year
in Zimbabwe is remembered by a wooden cross carved by a blind
man at the side of a rural road on the way to the Elephant Park.

So the past joins with the new tree, as an example of what this
holiday signifies. I do not give presents, except to the young Santa
Claus believers. Thus, this tree will crown nothing but some cards
signifying that a pair of rabbits has been sent to Somalia “on your
behalf”, or a toddler is getting a special book remembered from my
childhood. Or a tree will be planted in Nepal in amends for the
centuries of gathering shrubs to feed a pitifully-small fire, against a
Himalayan winter. This sparse, open-grown light-blessed little tree
is very much like Charlie Brown’s arthritic, parched, cachectic branch:
its beauty is in the eye of the beholder. I am sure that you’re
Balsam, or Fraser Fir, or even Scotch pine, will be magnificent, and
of course you and I will both give thanks equally for the freedom to
erect such a symbol. So, with carols singing their way across the
radio waves and the wood stove crackling warmly: from my tree to
your tree: Merry Christmas!

Don’t Toy with Safety
By Dr. Lewis First

First with Kids
With the holidays approaching, families have been shopping for

some information in regard to buying safe toys for their children
this year.   Well, fortunately I have a direct line to Santa who is the
expert when it comes to safe toys, and he wanted me to share with
you the following information:

Please read the labels before buying any toy to learn about what
ages the toy is safe for, how to use it, whether adult supervision is
recommended for assembly or use, and to make sure toxins or
chemicals have not been used in making the toy.

Think big when it comes to buying a toy – I mean bigger than
your child’s mouth so as to prevent choking.   Check labels to make
sure there are no small parts that can be choking hazards.

Avoid toys that shoot small objects into the air to avoid choking
or eye injuries (they do occur) and avoid toys that make loud or
shrill noises that can damage their hearing.

Make sure the toy is sturdy by checking that parts are sewn on
well and that seams and edges are secure.   Make sure stuffed toys
are flame resistant or flame retardant and washable.

Crib toys should not have strings or wires longer than 12 inches

that a child can strangle or choke on.
So after all that, what kind of toy should you get?   Choose toys

that are based on the developmental level of your child - toys that
their physical and mental abilities will allow them to use appropri-
ately. Your pediatrician can make suggestions specific to the age and
developmental level of your child.   All you have to do is ask. And
don’t forget that books make great gifts for children (and adults) of
all ages.

If you have any concerns about a toy, check the Consumer Product
Safety Commission web site www.cpsc.gov to see if it has a prob-
lem or has been recalled.

Hopefully, tips like this will wrap-up any concerns you have
when it comes to giving your child the gift of a safe toy.   Happy
shopping!
Lewis First, M.D., is chief of Pe-
diatrics at Vermont Children’s
Hospital at Fletcher Allen Health
Care and chair of the Department
of Pediatrics at the University of
Vermont College of Medicine.

Dozens of volunteers will be working again this winter and spring with the Jericho, Underhill and
Richmond Conservation Commissions to identify connections between large habitat blocks. Volunteer
tracking teams will monitor road crossings in public rights of way and will collect data on moose, bobcat,
fisher, otter, mink, ermine, long-tailed weasels, deer, fox, coyote, and bear activity.

What are they doing in the roadsides?

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year
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4-H AND SCOUTING NEWS

Left: Mason Bianca, Topher Rector, Dante Samuelsen, Nate Pawulak, Ryan
Whitney, Maxim DeJong, and Finn Verdonk.

PHOTO CONTRIBUTED

Jericho Cub Scouts get a
tour of the Fire Department

Boys from the Jericho Cub Scouts Pack 621 were given a tour of the Underhill/
Jericho Fire Department on Sunday, November 28th.  Kitty Clark taught the
boys in Den 1 how important it is to have an evacuation plan and to never play
with matches!  Calvin Caswell put on his fireman’s gear and showed the boys
the fire trucks and even let them spray one of the hoses.  The scouts learned a lot
and had lots of fun too!

Ward, both from Jericho, also competed as mem-
bers of the Vermont Hippology Team, which was
coached by Kathy Kennett of Panton.

 In the horse judging competition, the state judg-
ing team placed tenth in the performance classes’
team judging contest. Members of the team in-
cluded Jen Carp, Colchester; Julia Dockum, Fair
Haven; Cara Turnbull, Essex Junction; and Mary
Williams, Burlington. Deb Danforth of Castleton
was their coach.

The Horse Quiz Bowl Team, consisting of Brit-
tany Alvarez, Rutland; Jessie Bachmann, Ira;
Hillary Fay, Westford; and Katelyn Phillips, Fair
Haven, placed sixth overall. Norma Katz of Spring-
field coached the team.

 Anna Corso, Danville, and Kendall Edmondson,
St. Johnsbury, came in third for their presentation
on Road Rage in the team demonstration contest.
They were coached by Judy Corso of Danville.
The other member of the Communications Team
was Amy Blazej of Windham, who participated in
public speaking. She was coached by Allison
Trowbridge, also from Windham.

 While in Kentucky, the delegates visited the
Kentucky Horse Park in Lexington and Churchill
Downs, home of the Kentucky Derby, in Louis-
ville. They were accompanied on the trip by their
coaches and Mary Fay of Westford, 4-H Horse
Middle Manager.
To learn more about 4-H horse activities, contact
Wendy Sorrell, University of Vermont Extension
4-H livestock educator, at (800) 571-0668 or e-
mail wendy.sorrell@uvm.edu.

Once again, Boy Scout Troop 627 of Jericho/Underhill is selling Christmas
Trees on Rt. 15 at the Irish Family Farm. I hope that people will consider buying
their tree this year from the Boy Scouts. Purchasing your tree from the Boy
Scouts helps to send a Boy Scout to summer camp next summer.

The Boy Scouts in Troop 627 do a lot of community service in Jericho and in
Underhill. Once a month the Boy Scouts help out at the Jericho/Underhill Fire
Department helping the firemen with various chores that the firemen need help
with that month. The Boy Scouts also help out on a monthly basis at the Jericho
Food Pantry. They carry heavy packages to the people’s car. The Boy Scouts of
Troop 627 help out on Green Up day in the spring, cleaning our roads from the
trash of the last year. Some scouts help out on Trails Day helping to clean the
Vermont Long Trail after the winter.

Boy Scout Troop 627 began in 1963 and has helped the Jericho/Underhill
community for many decades. Boy Scouts gives scouts a chance to try new
things and provide service to others. Boy Scouts helps scouts to learn new skills
and build self-confidence.

Boy Scout Troops 627 sells Christmas trees

 Vermont 4-H’ers didn’t horse around when it
came to national competition last month in Ken-
tucky. Several Vermont 4-H club members, all
winners at state level competitions earlier this year,
won awards at the Eastern National 4-H Horse
Roundup.

 The Vermonters were among the 332 4-H horse
program members from 25 states vying for top
honors at the 25th annual roundup, November 5-
7, at the Kentucky Fair and Exposition Center in
Louisville. The event, hosted by the North Ameri-
can International Livestock Exposition, included
six competitions designed to test knowledge of
everything equine, as well as evaluate communi-
cation skills. Four-H’ers competed both on the
individual level and as part of a team representing
their state in hippology, horse judging, horse quiz
bowl, public speaking, individual presentation, and
team demonstration.

 The Vermont Hippology Team placed sixth
overall out of 23 teams, coming in sixth in prob-
lem solving, eighth in the written exam, and tenth
in judging. The team also placed second in sta-
tions, the phase of the competition in which con-
testants stop at a series of stations or tables to
answer questions on horse breeds, nutrition, health,
and other equine science topics.

 In individual judging, Chantel Charlebois, Jeri-
cho, tied for second high individual, coming in just
one point behind the first-place winner. Team
member Alexandra Glover, Newfane, earned a
fourth-place finish in the stations phase and was
ninth high individual. Caitlin Ackerman and Kyla

Shine at 4-H Horse Roundup

COMING EVENTS

Friday December 31
New Year’s Eve Dinner Dance, 7:00 - 12:30

AM at the VFW Post 6689, 73 Pearl Street, Essex
Jct., VT. Prime Rib Dinner, 7:30 PM followed by
music with DJ “Becky”. $25/couple or $15/single.
Limited tickets available and can be purchased at
the VFW in Essex Jct. Call 878-0700 for more
information.

 Sunday January 2
Community Breakfast, 9:00 - 11:00 AM at

VFW POST 6689, 73 Pearl St., Essex Junction.
Menu includes Eggs any style, Pancakes, Bacon
or Sausage, Home fries and Toast. Adults, $7,
Children, $3. Sponsored by the Ladies Aux. Post
6689 - 878-0700 for more info.

Thursday January 5
Imaging America. Part of the First

Wednesday’s series.
Using paintings,
photographs, and
literature, author and
historian Woden
Teachout shows the
different ways that
“America” has been
imagined, over four
centuries, as a repre-
sentation of hopes,
dreams, and fears. A
Vermont Humanities
Council event hosted
by Fletcher Free Li-
brary. Burlington,
Fletcher Free Li-
brary, 7:00 p.m. Bar-
bara Shatara, 802-
865-721.

Friday January 7
Community Fish

Fry, 6:00 – 7:00 PM
at the VFW POST
6689, 73 Pearl St.,
Essex Jct., VT.
Baked or Fried Had-
dock, mashed pota-
toes or fries, cole-
slaw and rolls. $10
(children $5). Spon-
sored by the Men’s
Aux. Post 6689 -
878-0700 for more
info.

Coming Events
continued on

page 7
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Order Your
Winter Tires Early

Saturday January 15
Winter Open House, Saxon Hill School, 9:30 -11:30 AM. Please
join us for our winter open house: For more information: 802-899-
3455 or email Registrar@saxonhillschool.org. Registration dates
for the 2011-2012 School Year: January 17-21 for Current Families;
January 24-28 for Sibling/Alumni Families; January 31-February 4
for New Families.
Genealogical Sources Beyond Vital Records with Ed McGuire.
The Vermont French-Canadian Genealogical Society will present
Genealogical Sources Beyond Vital Records with Ed McGuire. This
is open to the public at our library in Fort Ethan Allen, Colchester
10:30 AM -noon. Donations are appreciated. Library hours; Satur-
days 10:00 AM to 4:00 PM, Tuesdays 3:00 to 9:30 PM. Parking
and entrance on Hegeman Ave. across from the State Police. Please
visit our website Http://www.vt-fcgs.org, or call 802-238-5934 for
more information.

Saturday January 19
The Vermont French-Canadian Genealogical Society will
present Tracing Your Filles du Roi. Learn the story of these Daugh-
ters of the King who helped settle New France. Then learn how to
trace your Filles du Roi and earn a pin. This is open to the public at

our library in Fort Ethan Allen,
Colchester 10:30 AM - noon. Do-
nations are appreciated. Library
hours; Saturdays 10:00 AM to
4:00 AM, Tuesdays 3:00 to 9:30
PM. Parking are entrance on
Hegeman Ave. across from the
State Police. Please visit our
website Http://www.vt-fcgs.org,
or call 802-238-5934 for more in-
formation.

Coming Events continued from page 6

ONGOING EVENTS

ADULT ACTIVITIES
Chittenden County Postage stamps and post card club meets

every first Wed. of the month 6:15 -8:30 PM, A IDX Circle GE
Healthcare Building. South Burlington Information e-
mail:Laineyrapp@yahoo.com or call me at 802 660-4817

Serious writers: meet other writers and exchange critiques of
your work. Friendly bunch. Village Cup, Jericho, Thursdays at 9:15
AM. Call Ted Tedford 899-4447 for information.

The Essex Art League holds monthly meetings at the First Con-
gregational Church, 39 Main St., Essex Jct. For information, 862-
3014.

Chittenden County Stamp Club, First Wednesday of the month
6:15-8:30 PM, GE Healthcare, 1 IDX Circle, South Burlington, VT.
Everyone is welcome to come learn about stamp collecting, postage
history, cachets, postcards and postage stamps or a variety of other
knowledge. Lainey Rappaport (802) 660-4817.

Eagles Auxiliary #3210 holds bingo at the club house on Rt. 109
Friday nights. Doors open at 5:30 PM. Bingo starts at 7:00 PM. For
more info contact Sally at 644-5377.

Handbell ringers, Tuesday evenings, United Church of Underhill.
All are welcome at rehearsals. Two ensembles; opportunity for small
groups/shorter time periods. We ring a variety of music in a variety of
settings and look forward to new faces joining us. Beginners wel-
come! Call Roger, 899-3106, for information.

Mt. Mansfield Scale Modelers gather on the third Thursday of
the month from 6:30 to 8:30 PM. Modelers encompassing all catego-
ries of interest and skill levels are welcome. Brownell Library, Kolvoord
Community Room, Lincoln Street, Essex Junction. Next meetings
Thursday December 16, 2010; Thursday January 25, 2011; and Thurs-
day February 24, 2011.
Recorder players come and get together for fun and free to play
early music - baroque, dance, folk tunes on recorders. Group meets
every Saturday 2:00 – 4:00 PM at Presto Music Store in the Blue
Mall on Dorset Street in South Burlington, but also have interest in
getting a group started in the Underhill area. Interested folks contact
David at info@prestomusic.net  or by phone at 802 658-0030.
Vermont French Canadian Genealogical Society is located in
Fort Ethan Allen, Colchester.  We can help you get started in finding
your ancestors, even those that are not French Canadian.  We have the
complete Vermont Vital Records so you don’t need to drive to
Middlesex to access that information. Come see us on Tuesdays
from 3:00 to 9:30 PM and Saturdays 10:00 AM to 4:00 PM. Parking
and entrance on Hegeman Ave. across from the State Police. Please
visit our website Http://www.vt-fcgs.org, or call 802-238-5934 for
more information.
The Green Mountain Chapter of the Embroiders Guild will
meet on December 8 at 9:30 AM at the Pines Senior living commu-
nity, 7 Aspen Dr, South Burlington. First meeting is complimentary.
Contact number 879-0198. 

HEALH EVENTS & GROUPS
Alzheimer’s Support Group - Free educational support group

series for families coping with a loved one with Alzheimer’s disease
and related dementias. This series gives caregivers the opportunity to
better understand and develop strategies for the future. Held monthly
at The Arbors at Shelburne. For more information and to register,

contact Nicole Houston, Director of Family Services, The Arbors at
Shelburne, 985-8600.

Overeaters Anonymous meets 6:00 – 7:00 PM Wednesdays at
the Jericho United Methodist Church, VT Rt. 15, Jericho. TOPS
Chapter 145 Jeffersonville meets 6:15 PM on Thursdays at the
Eagles Club, Route 109, Jeffersonville. Weigh-in 5:15– 6:00 PM.

Healing Circle Breast Cancer Network, support group for
women with breast cancer, meets first Tuesday of every month at
5:30 PM, Northwestern Medical Center, Conference Room #1. RSVP
at 524-8479.

Franklin County Prostate Cancer Support Group, first Tues-
day of each month, 5:15 - 7:00 PM, Northwestern Medical Center
Conference Room #2, St. Albans. This support group offers men
opportunities to educate themselves and each other; share and learn
from each other’s experiences; offer support to each other, a spouse
or partner; and advocate early detection of prostate cancer. For infor-
mation, Fern Mercure, 524-0719.

Statewide Quit Line, Telephone Smoking Cessation Counseling.
Call 1-877-YES-QUIT (1-877-937-7848). Free.

Alcoholics Anonymous Meeting, “Keep It Simple” group meets
Mondays, Wednesdays, and Fridays, 8:00 – 9:00 PM and Saturdays,
6:30 – 7:30 PM at the United Church of Underhill, Underhill Flats.

Pilates Class Schedule, Wednesday evenings at 6:30 PM at
MMU. Monday evenings at 6:00 PM and Saturday mornings at 9:00
AM at Dakini Studio. Call Lisa Timbers at 899-4191 for more infor-
mation or visit her website at http://timbers.wordpress.com

KIDS
Playgroups are free of charge and open to all children birth through
age 5 and their caregivers.  At playgroup you will find stories, songs,
crafts, free play, local events & information, and more.  It is a wonder-
ful opportunity to play with the children in your life, meet other
playmates, and connect with other parents and caregivers.  Playgroups
follow the school calendar. Come to any or all groups that fit your
schedule. For more information on any of the playgroups, please
contact Heather Lebeis at 899-4415 or
underhillplaygroup@yahoo.com.
Monday: Jericho Community Center 9:30 - 11:00 AM.
Wednesday: Bolton’s Smilie Memorial School 8:15 - 10:15 AM and
Richmond Free Library 8:45 - 10:15 AM and Huntington’s Brewster
Pierce Memorial School 3:00 - 5:00 PM.
Friday: Underhill Central School 9:30 - 11:00 AM.
Bolton Family Play Night, in the Smilie School gym, usually the
first and third Fridays, 6:00 – 7:30 PM. Free. Mostly unstructured
play with the school’s equipment. Contact Tim Grover, 434-4180.
Kids’ Yoga, 3-5 years & 6 years and up. Toddler tumbling and new
moms’ groups. The Well, 644-6700.

SPORTS ACTIVITIES
Pliates - Wednesday evenings at 6:30 PM at MMU. Monday

evenings at 6:00 PM and Saturday mornings at 9:00 AM at Dakini
Studio. Call Lisa Timbers at 899-4191 for more information or visit
her website at http://timbers.wordpress.com

SUPPORT GROUPS
CFS, Fibromyalgia, Lyme Disease, Chemical Sensitivity and

Gulf War Syndrome, 1:00 to 3:00 PM every third Thursday at: The
Bagel Cafe, Ethan Allen Shopping Center Burlington, VT call or visit
website www.vtcfids.org or Lainey at 802 660-4817 or 800-296-1445

ask for Rik
Alzheimer’s support group, third Wednesday, 9:30 – 11:30 AM,

The Arbors, 687 Harbor Rd., Shelburne. Free education for individu-
als and families in the early stages of Alzheimer’s disease and related
dementias. For information and to register, contact Nicole Houston,
985-8600.

Approach Autism With Advocacy, Recovery & Education
(AAWARE) in the Lamoille Valley, third Sunday, 3:00 – 5:00 PM,
Second Congregational Church of Jeffersonville Community Room,
Jeffersonville. Special topics, guest speakers, resource information;
playroom for kids, fenced side yard for outdoor play. For informa-
tion, Terry Holden, 644-2759 (Jeffersonville) or Tina Karl, 888-3430
(Hyde Park.)

Veterans Job Networking, Wednesdays, 9:30 – 11:00 AM, VFW
Post, Essex Jct.; 1:00 – 2:30 PM, American Legion Post, St. Albans.

Eating Disorders Parental Support Group, third Wednesday,
7:00 – 9:00 PM, Covenant Community Church, VT Rt. 15, Essex
Center. For parents of children with or at risk of anorexia or bulimia.
We focus on being a resource and providing reference points for old
and new ED parents. For information, Peter, 899-2554.

TOWN GOVERNMENT AND ORGANIZATIONS
Cambridge Area Rotary meets on the first Thursday of the month,

rotating to local restaurants, 7:00 – 8:00 AM. For information, call
Anita Lotto, 793-0856, or Chuck Hogan, 644-8134.

Tim Nulty, Jericho Select Board member, at the Village Cup,
first and third Wednesdays, 8:00 – 9:00 AM

Westford Fire Department, Mondays, 7:00 PM, at the fire sta-
tion next to the Town Garage. Volunteer for firefighting, dispatching,
radio communications, computer operations, grant writing, equip-
ment maintenance, fire police, education, and much more. For infor-
mation, email John Quinn, jquinninvt@aol.com .

Jericho-Underhill Water District meets first Monday of each
month at the United Church of Underhill, Underhill Flats, 7:00 PM.
For information, call 899-4076 or 899-3810.

Jericho Historical Society, second Thursday, 7:30 PM, Old Red
Mill, Jericho.

Jericho Underhill Park District Board meeting, first and third
Wednesdays, 7:00 PM, Deborah Rawson Memorial Library project
room, Jericho. Residents of Jericho and Underhill always welcome.
899-2693 for information.

Village of Jericho, Inc. – Please be advised that the Board of
Water Commissions of the Village of Jericho, Inc. will hold its next
monthly meeting November 16, 2010 at 7:00 PM.

Jericho Energy Task Force meets the third Wednesday of every
month from 7:00 to 8:30 PM at Jericho Town Hall.

THRIFT SHOPS AND FOOD SHELVES
The Heavenly Cents Thrift Shop now is in full swing with its fall

and cool weather clothes on display and don’t forget those reasonable
prices.  It is located just east of the Five Corners on the right on Route
15 (beside the Congregational Church). The Heavenly Cents Thrift
Shop, located just east of the Five Corners in Essex Jct. on Rte 15, the
hours are from 10:00 AM to 3:00 PM on Tues. and Wed., 4:00 to 8:00
PM on Thurs. Please check us out.

Westford Food Shelf, open on the third Saturday of every month,
8:00 – 10:30 AM, United Church of Westford. All are welcome. Fresh
produce, meat, and non-food items available.
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LIBRARY NEWS

Route 2 • 3 miles east of Richmond

434-2239

All Aluminum Snowmobile Trailers

10’ - 11’ - 12’

Now
Instock

DEBORAH RAWSON LIBRARY, UNDERHILL
Art for Dec features paintings by Nancy Sanborn on the wall and

in the display case wooden bowls by Dennis Grage.
The Board of Trustees will meet Thusday December 16 at 7:00

PM.
Join Representatives Bill Frank and George Till Tuesday Decem-

ber 28 at 6:30 PM for an update and a chance to ask them questions.
Library will be closed December 24, 25 and 26. The library will

close at 2:00 PM on December 31 and be closed on January1.
The silent auction item will be a bash Badge for Smugg’s with

bidding going until January 20.
Looking ahead to January, Music Sunday will be January 2 at

2:00 PM. It will feature Mt. Mansfield Alumni. Any Alumni inter-
ested in performing should email Laurel at Lshelmandine@yahoo.com

Game night for adults is Wednesday January 12 at 6:30 PM.
Everyone is welcome!

The annual meeting for the library budget is Thursday January 20
at 7:00 PM. Please watch your mail for our Annual meeting report
and proposed budget. All registered voters are encouraged to attend
and cast your vote.

Library hours: Tuesday 12:00 – 8:00 PM, Wednesday 10:00 AM
– 6:00 PM, Thursday 12:00 – 8:00 PM, Friday 10:00 AM – 6:00
PM, Saturday 10:00 AM – 2:00 PM, Sunday 1:00 – 4:00 PM,
closed Monday. For information on any of the library’s programs,
call 899-4962.

FAIRFAX LIBRARY, FAIRFAX
The library is located at 75 Hunt Street Fairfax VT 05454. Li-

brary Hours Monday, Wednesday, Friday 8:00 AM-3:15 PM, Tues-
day, Thursday 8:00 AM – 8:00 PM. http://www.bfafairfax.com/
pages/communitylibrarynews.html. 802-849-2420.

JERICHO CENTER, LIBRARY
The following is the latest news and events for the Jericho Town

Library
Polar Express Story Hour - Come watch the Polar Express come

to life. On Wednesday December 22, 10:30 AM - 11:15 AM, the 7th
Grade students from Camels Hump Middle School will perform the
Polar Express at the Jericho Town Library.

Holiday ornaments - The library is selling glass ornaments that

have been etched with an image of the library. The ornaments will
be on sale for $10 at the library throughout the holiday season.
Special thanks to Olaf Verdonk for creating these special orna-
ments.

Story Time - Story time including craft and snack is held every
Wednesday upstairs at 10:00 AM. Come share the joy of books,
finger plays, flannel board, and music! A special thanks goes to
Elizabeth Bernstein for continuing to read and Derek Burkins for
his wonderful guitar music!

Upcoming themes: Decemebr 15 – Reindeer; December 22 - Holi-
day Giving

 Volunteer Opportunities - High School students needing to ful-
fill community service may volunteer at the library when your
schedule permits. Your help is really appreciated. Call or stop by!

General information - The board of trustees meets regularly on
the first Thursday of each month at 7PM at the library and the
public is always welcome to attend.  The next meeting is January 6.
Library hours are Monday 1:00 PM - 5:00 PM, Wednesday
10:00 AM - 12:00 PM and 2:00 PM - 6:00 PM, Friday 1:00 PM
- 5:00 PM, and Saturday 10:00 AM - 1:00 PM. For more
information, call the library at 899-4686, email
Jerichotownlibrary@gmail.com, or visit the library website at
www.jerichotownlibrary.org.

VARNUM MEMORIAL LIBRARY, JEFFERSONVILLE
Holiday fun has arrived at the Varnum Memorial Library. On

Friday, December 17th, the Varnum Memorial Library will host a
Christmas Reading to celebrate the holiday season. Beginning at 7
pm, come share your favorite holiday story and enjoy readings of
classic stories of the season. Join your neighbors for stories, re-
freshments and holiday cheer.

Preschool Story Hour is on Thursdays at the Varnum Memorial
Library. The Story Hour begins at 10:30am in the Library on Main
St. in Jeffersonville. Come join the fun.

The Varnum Memorial Library is open Mondays and Tuesdays
from 1:00-8:00 PM and Thursdays and Saturdays from 9:00 AM-
12:00 noon. There are programs for children and adults, free Wi-Fi
access, and of course books and materials to check out including the
ECHO Center pass. Call 644-2117 if you have any questions.

WESTFORD LIBRARY, WESTFORD
Upcoming Events:
Thursday December 16, 11:00 AM, Early Literacy Storytime.

Learned Fund, the library has received Beginning with Mother Goose
books to share with young families in Westford. Kendra Dibble,
Westford Preschool teacher, and Victoria Tibbits, librarian, will host
three 45-minute workshops on Thursday 1/20/11, 1/27/11 and 2/3/
11 at 5:30-6:15 PM to discuss topics such as choosing books for
your young child, reading aloud, rhythm and rhyme, connecting
books to the world, and enhancing literacy through music. We cur-
rently have eight slots available and will fill them on a first-come,
first-served basis. Please contact Kendra (kgraham@ccsuvt.org)
or Victoria (878-5639) by 1/7 if you are interested.

New Additions to the Collection: Adult Fiction: Rescue (Shreve),
Dead or Alive (Clancy), Crescent Dawn (Cussler), Full Dark No
Stars (King), Moonlight Mile (Lahane), Passages of H.M. (Parini).
Adult Nonfiction: At Home (Bryson), Even Silence Has an End
(Betancourt), Give Us Liberty: A Tea Party Manifesto (Army), Life
(Richards), Making the Most of Your Money Now (Quinn), Unbro-
ken (Hillenbrand), Decision Points (Bush).

Teen: Cardturner (Sacher), House of Dead Maids (Dunkle), Re-
volver (Sedgewick), Flawless (Shepard).

Juv: Picture Book: Fancy Nancy and the Fabulous Fashion Bou-
tique (O’Connor), Llama Llama Holiday Drama (Dewdney), The
Quiet Book (Underwood), Village Garage (Karas). Easy Reader:
Big Picture (Kvasnosky), Super Fly Guy (Arnold). Transitional: In
the Deep (Greenburg), Bink and Gollie (DiCamillo). Fiction: Ugly
Truth - Diary of a Wimpy Kid (Kinney), The Unusual Suspects
(Buckley). Nonfiction: Kakapo Rescue - Saving the World’s Strangest
Parrot (Montgomery). Graphic Novel: Tintin Volume 3 (Herge). 

DVD: Toy Story 3. 
The Westford Library is open Wednesday 1:00-7:00 PM, Thurs-

day 10:00 AM-6:00 PM, Friday 12:00-6:00 PM, and Saturday
10:00 AM-2:00 PM. We can be reached at 878-5639,

Kids of all ages came out to make holiday crafts at the Varnum Memorial Library. Ornaments, gifts,
collages, and other decorations were part of the fun.                                                 PHOTO CONTRIBUTED

Stories and activities utilizing
early literacy concepts for
age’s birth-preschool. Theme:
Giving.

Thursday December 16,
1:00-3:00 PM, Homeschool
Gamers . Bring your own
games or enjoy the library’s
selection. Hosted by Matt
Taylor.

Thursday December 23,
11:00 AM, Early Literacy
Storytime. Stories and activi-
ties utilizing early literacy con-
cepts for age’s birth-pre-
school. Theme: Winter.

Closed 12/24 & 12/25: The
Library will be closed. Happy
Holidays!

Thursday December 30, 11
am: Early Literacy Storytime.
Stories and activities utilizing
early literacy concepts for
ages birth-preschool. Theme:
Librarians’ Pick!.

Closed 12/31 & 1/1 : The
Library will be closed. Happy
New Year!

Attention Parents of In-
fants and Toddlers: Through a
grant from the Winnie Belle

Hands on for the holidays at Varnum Memorial Library

WELCOME HOME
Essex Junction
(Kelley) Landon

Hunter Kelley, our first
child, was born on Fri-
day, October 8, 2010 at
2:30 AM at the Fletcher
Allen Health Care in
Burlington, VT. He
weighed 6 pounds 10
ounces and was 19
inches long. Landon’s
parents are Jennifer
Greenia-Kelley and
Shane Kelley of Essex
Junction, VT; maternal
Grandparents James

and Rita Greenia of Underhill, VT and paternal grandparents Kevin
and Sue Kelley formally of Underhill Center, VT. His Great Grand-
parents are Roger and Diana Nadeau of Underhill, VT and Mary
Greenia of Georgia, VT
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HEALTH / PEOPLE IN THE NEWS

By Dr. Mary Kintner, D.D., R.N.
 For years people have encouraged me to see

a movie by Robert Kenner called “Food Inc.” It
is a disturbing documentary about how our food
has become industrialized for the advantage of

few and the detriment of many.
 According to “Food Inc.” agriculture has

changed more in the last fifty years than the pre-
vious 10,000! The way food is commercially pro-
duced has some problems however. Specifically,
the nutritional value of food has been diminished,
workers and animals have been poorly treated,
the environment has been compromised, and food
safety issues have arisen.

 Historically farms were small. Crops were ro-
tated and fertilized with cover crops and manure.
This produced nutritious food. Now food crops
are sprayed with industrial fertilizers which re-
place only nitrogen, potassium and phosphorus;
the same crops are repeatedly grown on the same
land causing soil depletion. Plants are only as
healthy as the soil they are grown in. Farmers
used to save their best seeds to grow the best
plants. Now a large chemical company, Monsanto,
has genetically modified its corn seeds so that
their herbicide, Roundup, can be sprayed killing
weeds but not the corn. Furthermore, Monsanto
has patented their seeds. The company aggres-
sively prosecutes anyone found to have corn with
Monsanto corn genes in their crop. Because it is
virtually impossible to contain the Monsanto
corngene, conventional farmers are basically forced
to grow the genetically modified Monsanto corn.
Another problem with large farms is that the num-
ber of crops grown is shrinking. This could have a
potentially negative impact on biodiversity.

 The commodity crops (corn, wheat and soy)
are heavily subsidized by the government so they
are unfairly cheap. This fattens the pockets of the
large producers while drives the small businesses
out of business or into conformity with the rules
of the big producers. Because the commodities

are so cheap they end up everywhere in our food
supply. Corn for example is in everything from
soda to charcoal to batteries. Corn syrup is a cul-
prit in the obesity epidemic. Cows naturally eat
grass but they get fat faster on the cheap corn.
Unfortunately this allows a mutation of E. coli,
bacteria normally found in animal intestines. The
mutated e. coli can cause illness and death. This is
the reason we have seen massive recalls of meat.
And because there is run off from the feedlots, the
E. coli can end up in the water supply which is
why produce such as spinach has been recalled.

 The treatment of animals is another issue raised
by Food Inc. Chickens for example, are raised in
packed darkened rooms (because they behave bet-
ter.) They are feed large amounts of antibiotics
because the conditions are (no pun intended :>)
foul. This can complicate the issue of antibiotic
resistance. Cows and hogs also have similarly bad
lives. It is even legal to transport the 4 Ds: dead,
dying diseased or disabled animals across state
lines and use in food!

 Workers also suffer consequences in
agribusiness. Many are illegal immigrants so there
are no real protections for them. Work can be dan-
gerous and cause repetitive injuries. These work-
ers always face the risk of arrest because they are
unregistered workers.

 So what can be done? Inform yourself! See
Food Inc. Read books such as Fast Food Nation,
The Omnivore’s Dilemma, The End of Overeat-
ing. Read labels. Try to eat food as close to the
natural state as possible—that is unprocessed.
Grow your own. Support your local farmers. (It
keeps the money in our community.) Tell Con-
gress to enforce food safety standards. Vote three
times a day by buying food from people who
treat people, animals and the environment with
respect.

Mary H. Kintner, D.C., R.N., is a chiropractor
and nutritional consultant practicing in Jericho, VT.

What are YOU eating?!

OBITUARIES

Debra Lea (Blish)
Gabaree, Jericho, VT,
passed away unexpect-
edly Monday evening,
November 29, 2010, sur-
rounded by her family.
Born April 18, 1956 to
Doug and Dorthy Blish,
she was raised in
Jonesville and later Hun-
tington, VT. Deb was a
devoted wife, a loving

mother, a great sister, a special aunt, and an unbe-
lievable grandmother, but above all, she was the
most caring person that you would have ever met.
Deb had many hobbies and interests, including
crocheting, bingo, fishing, hunting, card playing,
and collecting angels. She loved her Chinese buf-
fets, casinos, and playing the slots. She also en-
joyed spending the summers at their camp in
Swanton with her friends, but most of all, she
enjoyed spending every chance with her husband,
kids, and grandkids, who were her life. Deb was
predeceased by her parents, Doug and Dorthy
Blish; and her two brothers, Steven and Doug Blish.
She is survived by her husband of 38 years, Bruce
G. Gabaree of Jericho, VT; their three children and
their partners, Steven and Kim Gabaree of Geor-
gia, VT; April L. Gabaree and Chris Evans of Jeri-
cho, VT; and Bruce H. Gabaree and Sara Fletcher
of Essex Junction, VT; her dog, B.B. of Jericho,
VT; four grandchildren, Steven and Tanika Gabaree
and Brandon and Kyle Evans; her three sisters
and their husbands, Sue and Bill White of Hun-
tington, VT; Sindy and Gary Fay of Huntington,
VT; and Sheila and Chris Klettz of Lincoln, VT.
She also leaves behind a large family of brothers
and sisters-in-law, nieces, nephews, and count-
less friends, including the people she worked with
every day. Special thanks to the people at Fletcher
Allen, the E.R. Unit, and the wonderful people on
Shepardson 4. Also, Trombly’s Greenhouse of
Northfield for the beautiful flowers. Calling hours
were held Friday, December 3, 2010 from 4:00 to
7:00 PM with a memorial service held at 7:00 PM
at the Gifford Funeral Home, 22 Depot St., Rich-
mond, VT, which was in charge of arrangements.
Donations can be made to the American Diabetes
Association or to the Gabaree Family at 64 Indian
Brook Rd., Essex Junction, VT 05452

Deborah J. “Debbie”
Fitzgerald, 70, a longtime
resident of Jericho, VT,
died peacefully in Fletcher
Allen Health Care of
Burlington on Thursday
December 9, 2010, sur-
rounded by her loving
family. Deborah was born
in St. Albans on August 4,
1940, the daughter of
Alfred and Alice (Daley)

Deso. In 1958, she graduated from St. Mary’s
High School in St. Albans, and later from the Uni-
versity of Vermont. She was married in St. Albans
on November 17, 1962 to James A. Fitzgerald,
who predeceased her on October 4, 1997. For
over 30 years, Debbie was employed in Jericho
Town Offices as Town Clerk, Assistant Town
Clerk, Justice of the Peace, celebrating many wed-
dings, and served the community in numerous
other capacities. She was a communicant and Eu-
charistic Minister at St. Pius X in Essex Center,
and was recognized by the Vermont Catholic Dio-
cese for her service to her church. Debbie enjoyed
community events, helping others, her collections,
gardening, crafts, reading, Disney, visiting the
beaches and lighthouses in Maine, but mostly
spending time with her family, especially her grand-
children. She was “Practically Perfect!” Debbie
was predeceased by her sister, Joyce Corrado.
She is survived by her sons and their wives, Daniel
and Kimberly Fitzgerald of Underhill, VT; Sean
and Kristin Fitzgerald of Essex Junction, VT and
Jamie and Cathy Fitzgerald of Underhill, VT; four
grandchildren, Joshua, Shea, Keegan, and Riley
Fitzgerald; her brother and sisters and their
spouses, Joseph and Jane Deso, Audrey and Bob
Brown, Sandy and Ronnie Cain, and Beth and
Ned Branon; sister-in-law, Valerie Fitzgerald;
brother-in-law, Jack Fitzgerald; and many nieces,
nephews, and friends. Visiting hours were on
Monday December 13, 2010 from 3:00 to 7:00
PM at the LaVigne Funeral Home, 132 Main St.
in Winooski. A Mass of Christian Burial will be
celebrated on Tuesday December 14 at 11:00 AM
at St. Pius X Catholic Church in Essex Center.
Interment will be held at the Jericho Corners Cem-
etery at the convenience of the family.

LOCAL SENIOR MEAL SITES

SENIORS
Jeri-Hill XYZ Seniors meet at the Town Hall

in Underhill Center on the first and third Wednes-
day of each month. All seniors are welcome! Din-
ners are served at 11:30 AM. For information, please
call Bette Workman, 899-4446, Loreen Teer, 899-
1363 or Doug Keith 899-2582.

Westford Senior lunches – Join Westford Se-
niors for lunch at the Red Brick Meeting House on
the Common the second Monday of each month.
Lunch is served at 12:00 noon with a short meeting
or presentation following. Call 878-7405 or 879-
7382 for information or for a ride.

Bolton Up and Downtown Club meets the last

Thursday of the month at the Bolton Fire station
Suggested $3.00 donation. Meal at 5:00 PM. Open
to adults 60 and over. Contact Doris Wheelock at
434-3769.

Huntington senior meal site – The Hunting-
ton Senior meals are served the third Tuesday of
each month at 12:00 noon at the Community Bap-
tist Church in Huntington Center.

St. Jude’s Church, Hinesburg, senior meals held
on second and fourth Wednesday of each month
with bingo games after the dinners. Everyone is
welcome including caregivers. Dinners are $3.00 per
person. For information call Ted Barrette at 453-
3087.

Take the time to visit an elderly friend!

WELCOME HOME RICHMOND ENGAGEMENTS

ARMED FORCES NEWS
First Lieutenant Mike Filipek, U.S. Army,

has graduated from the Naval Explosive Ordnance
School at Elgin Air Force Base in Florida. The
eight-month program prepares personnel to ren-
der safe or dispose of conventional or unconven-
tional munitions, both foreign and domestic. Filipek
is also a graduate of the Redstone Arsenal Explo-
sive Ordnance School in Huntsville, AL and Op-
eration Warrior Forge Leadership Training, Joint
Base Lewis, WA, and received his paratrooper
jump wings at Fort Benning Airborne School. He
is a 2009 graduate of Norwich University in
Northfield, VT and a 2005 graduate of Mount
Mansfield Union High School in Jericho, VT.

COURT REPORT

RICHMOND COURT REPORT

RICHMOND HUNTINGTON WELCOME HOME

BOLTON
(Haselton) Lexie (Reiss) and Britt Haselton

had a daughter, Wynn Reiss, on Wednesday, Oc-
tober 13, 2010 at Fletcher Allen Health Care in
Burlington, VT.

(Peters) Molly (Enman) and Jason Peters had
a son, Levi Joel, on Friday, October 15, 2010 at
Fletcher Allen Health Care in Burlington, VT.

(Stafford) Lynse (West) and Benjamin Stafford
had a son, Samuel Janson, on Sunday, October
10, 2010 at Fletcher Allen Health Care in
Burlington, VT.

JEFFERSONVILLE
(Lamphere) Tori and Leigh Lamphere had a

daughter, Lila Michael, on Friday, October 22,
2010 at Fletcher Allen Health Care in Burlington,
VT.

(Wilson, Lawton) Amelia Wilson and Jared
Lawton had a daughter, Allora Anne-Althea
Lawton, on Wednesday, October 20, 2010 at
Fletcher Allen Health Care in Burlington, VT.

JERICHO
(Dudley) Sarah (Haag) and Ryan Dudley’s

daughter Harper Olivia was born on Thursday,
October 21, 2010 at Fletcher Allen Health Care in
Burlington, VT.

UNDERHILL
(Jenot, Hoffman) Angela Jenot and John

Hoffman had a son, John William Marcus Jenot,
on Tuesday, October 5, 2010 at Fletcher Allen
Health Care in Burlington, VT.

(Noyes, Lefebvre) Randi Noyes and William
R. Lefebvre had a daughter, Keyanah Jayde
Lefevbre, on Tuesday, October 26, 2010 at
Fletcher Allen Health Care in Burlington, VT.

HUNTINGTON
(Hemmett) Vicki and Eric Hemmett’s son,

Reece Westbrook, was born Saturday, October
16, 2010 at Fletcher Allen Health Care in
Burlington, VT.

RICHMOND
(Callahan) Candice (Bell) and Paul Callahan

had a son, Wesley James, on Thursday, October
14, 2010 at Fletcher Allen Health Care in
Burlington, VT.

(Farr) Anya (Perron) and Todd Farr’s son,
Finnigan Sumner, was born on Thursday, Novem-
ber 11, 2010 at Fletcher Allen Health Care in
Burlington, VT.

(Ide) Amy (Gotta) and Jake Ide had a daughter,
Alice Willa Pearl, on Sunday, November 7, 2010
at Fletcher Allen Health Care in Burlington, VT.

September 22, 2010, Daniel C. Richardson,
31, Richmond, VT, charged with sex offender reg-
istry failure to comply second or subsequent,
felony, in Richmond, VT on August 19, 2010;
pleaded guilty; sentenced to one to three years,
consecutive, suspended but 50 days, probation.

October 20, 2010, Chad Phillips, 28, Hun-
tington, VT, charged with DUI, second offense, in
Williston, VT on July 26, 2010; amended to ve-
hicle operation – careless or negligent; pleaded
guilty; fined $300, sentenced to three to six
months, suspended, probation.

October 29, 2010, Eric S. Johnson, 36,
Williston, VT, charged with bad checks in Rich-
mond, VT on October 2, 2009; pleaded guilty;
fined $100.

LOSO-WILLIAMS
Randall Loso of Richmond, VT and Margaret

Mongeon of Berlin, VT announce the engagement
of their daughter, Morgan Loso, to John W. Will-
iams, son of David and Gail Williams of Fairfield,
VT. A May wedding is planned.

September 21, 2010, Robert W. Dougherty,
36, Westford, VT, charged with domestic assault
in Williston, VT on July 21, 2010; pleaded guilty;
sentenced to nine to 12 months, suspended but
55 days, probation.

October 1, 2010, John C. White, 22, Jericho,
VT, charged with marijuana cultivation greater
than 10 plants, felony, in Essex, VT on May 12,
2010; pleaded guilty; sentenced to three years,
concurrent; charged with marijuana possession
less than two ounces in Essex, VT on May 21,
2010; pleaded guilty; sentenced to one year, con-
current.

October 13, 2010, Colby Smith, 21, Jericho,
VT, charged with DUI, first offense, in South
Burlington, VT on July 28, 2010; pleaded guilty;
fined $200, sentenced to one to three months,
suspended, probation.

October 29, 2010, Jason Elder, 26, Westford,
VT, charged with larceny from person, felony, in
Burlington, VT on October 28, 2009; amended to
depressant/stimulant/narcotic possession, misde-
meanor; pleaded guilty; sentenced to six to 12
months, suspended but 30 days, probation;
charged with petty larceny $900 or less in
Burlington, VT on October 28, 2009; pleaded
guilty; sentenced to four to six months, concur-
rent, suspended, probation; charged with forgery
– utter/publish an instrument, felony, in Williston,
VT on May 14, 2010; amended to false pretenses
or false tokens $900 or less, misdemeanor;
pleaded guilty; sentenced to six to 12 months,
consecutive, concurrent, suspended but 30 days,
probation; charged with petty larceny $900 or
less in Burlington on May 14, 2010; pleaded
guilty; sentenced to four to six months, concur-
rent, suspended, probation.
RECIPES BY MARIAN TOBIN
Chocolate Chip Raisin Cookies
1/2 c. shortening
1/2 c. sugar
1/4 c. brown sugar firmly packed
1 egg
1 tsp. vanilla
1 c. all-purpose flour
1/2 tsp. baking soda
1 pkg. (6-oz.) chocolate chips
1/2 c. dark seedless raisins
   Cream together shortening, sugars, egg and va-
nilla until fluffy. Blend in flour, soda, salt (if us-
ing), chips and raisins. Drop from teaspoons on
ungreased baking sheet about 2 inches apart. Bake
at 350O for 8 to 10 minutes, cool on racks.

Have a Blessed
Christmas
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John V. Hurst, 83, a longtime resident of
Bolton, VT, passed away in the Starr Farm
Nursing Center of Burlington on Wednesday
December 8, 2010. Born in Livermore Falls, ME
on December 6, 1927, he was the son of the late
Chester F. and Ora H. (Delong) Hurst. On April
23, 1955, John married the former Lois Graffam
in Boston, Mass. John’s mother passed away
when he was very young and his father, Chester,
and his stepmother, Laura, raised him. He at-

tended schools in Newfield, ME and then went to work for many
years for the Shy Beaver Fish Hatchery in West Buxton, ME.
Moving to Vermont in 1972, John worked in the Canteen at the
Vermont State Hospital in Waterbury and retired in 1990 from the
Bally Aladdin’s Castle Game Room at the University Mall in South
Burlington, VT. John enjoyed golfing and was a member of the West
Bolton Golf Course. His other hobbies included: hunting and fish-
ing, feeding the birds, playing checkers, gardening and was an avid
fan of the Chicago Cubs. John is survived by his wife of 55 years,
Lois Hurst of Bolton, VT; their children, Rhonda Blodgett and her
husband, Harland, of Underhill,VT; Regena Ramsdell of Underhill,
VT; Cynthia Hurst of Bolton, VT; Sandra Conklin and her husband,
Buster, of Oak Harbor, Wash.,; James Hurst and his wife, Denise,
of Port Orange, Fla.; Mark Hurst and his wife, Michelle, of Bolton,
VT and Richard Hurst and his wife, Susan, of Acton, ME; 16 grand-
children and several great-grand- children; a brother, Paul Hurst of
Florida; a dear friend, Peggy, his personal care attendant from the
VNA; as well as nieces, nephews and extended family. He was
predeceased by a sister and six brothers. Friends called at the
Perkins-Parker Funeral Home in Waterbury on Monday December
13, 2010 from 1:00 to 3:00 PM that will conclude with a brief
prayer service. There was a reception following the visitation at the
Waterbury American Legion Home on Stowe Street. The family
requests that in lieu of flowers, memorial gifts be made to the Starr
Farm Nursing Center, 98 Starr Farm Road, Burlington VT 05408,
or to the Visiting Nurses Association of Chittenden and Grand Isle
Counties, 1110 Prim Road, Colchester VT 05446. To send online
condolences, please visit www.perkinsparker.com.

RICHMOND / HUNTINGTON NEWS / BOLTON

RICHMOND OBITUARIES JUST MARRIED
HUNTINGTON PUBLIC LIBRARY

Baby Brunch: Our annual Baby Brunch for babies born in the
year 2010 and their parents will be held at the Library on Sunday,
January 30. If you welcomed a new bundle of joy in 2009 mark the
date and watch your mailbox for an invitation.

Beginning with Mother Goose: You may already know how
important it is to read to your child, even your baby, but sometimes
it’s hard to know where to start. In early 2011 we will be teaming
up with the Vermont Center for the Book to offer a two-part ses-
sion that will provide participants with all the tools needed to get
started, including a bag of free books. Watch for more information.

Download Audio Books: We subscribe to listenupvermont.org
a service which allows library patrons to download audio books for
free and listen to them on their home computer, a portable device or
burn them to CD. The service is easy to use and can be accessed
anytime from anywhere with your library card. Call or stop by the
library and we’ll get you started.

Recycled Ink Cartridges: We have a recycle bin for your used
ink and toner cartridges. Bring them to us and we can send them in
for a rebate. Thanks.

On-line Catalogue: You can access our catalogue on-line via our
up-to-date website at huntingtonpubliclibrary.org.

Good Search: Thank you to everyone who uses GoodSearch.Com
to search the web. We earn a penny for every search, and the pen-
nies add up to the dollars we turn into new books. Keep it up!

New Adult Books: Sunset Park by Paul Auster, Indulgence In
Death by J. D. Robb, A Secret Kept by Tatiana de Rosnay, Fall of
Giants by Ken Follett, In the Company of Others by Jan Karon,
One Flew Over the Cuckoo’s Nest by Ken Kesey, Crossing the
Lion, Who’s Kitten Who?, Right from the Gecko, Murder Had a
Little Lamb, Monkey See, Monkey Die, and Lead a Horse to Murder
by Cynthia Baxter, Discovering Black Vermont by Elise Guyette.

New Adult Audio: In the Company of Others by Jan Karon, A
Secret Kept by Tatiana de Rosnay, The 42nd Parallel by John Dos
Passos, Sunset Park by Paul Auster, Fall of Giants by Ken Follett.

New Junior Fiction: Sphinx’s Princess by Esther Friesner, The
Atlantis Complex by Eoin Colfer, How Tia Lola Learned to Teach
by Julia Alvarez, Big Nate: In a Class by Himself, Big Nate Strikes
Again, Big Nate from the Top by Lincoln Pierce

New Picture Books: The Happiest Tree by Uma Krishnaswami,
A Woodland Counting Book by Claudia McGehee, The Year of the
Fabulous Christmas Tree by Ellen Obed, The Fabulous Fashion
Boutique by Jane O’Connor, The Apple Pie Tree by Zoe Hall, Llama
Llama Holiday Drama by Anna Dewdney, Pink Around the Rink
by Victoria Kann, Run, Turkey, Run by Diane Mayr, T is for Turkey
by Tanya Lee Stone, 10 Fat Turkeys by Tony Johnston, I’m A
Turkey by Jim Arnosky

Holiday Books: From the middle of November until the middle
of January we will be displaying all of our holiday books on the
fronts and tops of our rolling shelves. Stop by for your favorite
classics or to find a new story for the season.

Storytime Early Literacy is what children know about reading

and writing before they can actually read and write. Children get
ready to read years before they start school. Helping them learn
important skills early on lays the solid foundation they need to
become good readers. Every Friday morning at Storytime we target
the six specific early literacy skills as defined by the American
Library Association in its Early Literacy Initiative. Young children
and their parents are invited to join us for books, rhymes, music and
fun on Fridays at 10:00 AM.

Thank You We would like to thank those of you who have al-
ready responded to our annual fundraising appeal. Giving to the
library is one way to keep your donation dollars close to home, and
support a town resource that enriches our community in many
ways.

RICHMOND LIBRARY
The book sale, originally scheduled for November 20 has been

delayed to February 12, 2011. The library will continue to accept
donations until Friday, February 11. Please consider donating your
gently used books, CDs, puzzles and DVDs to the Friends of the
Richmond Free Library Book Sale. All materials may be dropped
off in the foyer of the library. Please, no textbooks, out-of-date
materials, or encyclopedias. Volunteers are also needed. Let the
library know if you’re interested in helping at the sale. Proceeds
from Friends activities fund additional materials and programming,
including underwriting the entire summer youth program.

In the case: Christopher Carfaro’s model train and railroad dis-
play, along with tips for purchasing model trains as gifts. The mod-
els will be on display through January.

If you have a collection that would fit in the case and you’d like
to share with the community, call or email the library with more
information.

Join us for a holiday dance party on Saturday, December 18 at
7:00 PM. There will be “mini-lessons” in ballroom dance (swing,
salsa, and foxtrot) with an instructor from 7:00-8:00 PM, followed
by dancing. Bring a refreshment to share (non-alcoholic beverages
only). $5 per person. Call or email the library to sign up.

Get together for some Scrabble or a board game of your choice
with other adult gamers to socialize and compete! Next meeting,
January 16 from 3:00-6:00 PM. Browse the library’s online calen-
dar for later dates.

Visit the library webpage for links to hundreds of magazine and
journal articles (including Consumer Reports, to download audio
books and eBooks, to begin an online language class, and to view the
library calendar and recent purchases.

Some recent titles: The Confession by John Grisham, Rescue by
Anita Shreve, Worth Dying For by Lee Child, Sunset Park by Paul
Auster, Joe Louis: Hard Times Man by Randy Roberts, Death
Comes as Epiphany by Sharan Newman, The Last Boy: Mickey
Mantle and the End of America’s Childhood by Jane Leavy, and
more.

For more titles and descriptions, links, and the library calendar,
go the library webpage: www.richmondfreelibraryvt.org

On Saturday December 4, 2010 at approximately 3:20 AM, Of-
ficer Shepard of the Williston Police Department was monitoring
traffic on I-89 in the town of Williston when a vehicle approached
exit 12 northbound at a high rate of speed.  The vehicle’s speed was
determined on radar to be 106 miles per hour in a posted 65 mile per
hour zone.  A motor vehicle stop was initiated and the operator,
Elliot Wilkinson-Ray, 24, of Richmond, VT, was found to be
operating the vehicle while under the influence of alcohol. A subse-
quent investigation revealed that Wilkinson-Ray’s blood alcohol
content was in excess of the legal limit.  He will be arraigned on the
charges of DUI #1 and Careless and Negligent Operation of a Mo-
tor Vehicle in Chittenden County Court on Tuesday December 21,
2010 at 8:15 AM hours.

POLICE REPORT

ART / MUSIC
ART

Local artists are invited to participate in the 2011 Jericho
Underhill Open Studio Tour. The event is part of the statewide
Vermont Craft Council Open Studio on Saturday and Sunday of
Memorial Weekend, May 28 and 29, 2011. Deadline for the local
tour is February 1. Please contact Grace Nelson for more informa-
tion: 899 - 3051

MUSIC/DANCE
Friday December 17
English Country Dance featuring Carol Compton, Aaron Marcus,

Lar Duggan, McKinley James and Cameron Zweber from 7:30 to
9:30 PM at the Elley-Long Music Center in Colchester.  7:00 to

7:30 PM advanced dance workshop for more experienced
dancers.  All dances taught, walked through, and prompted
by Wendy Gilchrist, Martha Kent, Val Medve.  Contact Val and
Tom Medve valandtom@myfairpoint.net

Saturday December 18
Winter’s Eve featuring Val Medve, Fiddlleheads and others starting

at 5pm at Ethan Homestead,
Burlington.  Contact www.ethanallenhomestead.org.

Sunday December 19
East Monkton Christmas Celebration featuring performances and

carols led by Nancy Beaven, Tim Cummings, Darin Maloney, Pete
and Karen Sutherland and others from 4pm to 5pm at the East

Monkton Church in Monkton.  Contact karensu@gmavt.net.
Deep Midwinter: Songs from Winter’s Heart with the Social

Band at 4:00 PM at the United Church of
Hinesburg.  Contact www.socialband.org or 802-658-8488.

Notes from Montpelier
By Rep. Bill Frank

Thank you for all your support and returning me to the Legislature
for my fourth term. It is a great honor to represent you. The Legisla-
ture convenes for the 2011 session on Wednesday, January 5. The
first day will include legislators taking the oath of office, election of
the Speaker, seating of new members and Governor Douglas’ final
address to the legislature. Thursday the Legislature will officially vote
to elect the governor and lieutenant governor since no candidate re-
ceived greater than 50% of the popular vote. After that vote count the
Oath of Office will be given to the new Governor, Lieutenant Gover-
nor, State Treasure, Secretary of State, Auditor of Accounts and At-
torney General. We will then hear the Inaugural Address of the new
Governor, Peter Shumlin. I expect House committee assignments will
be made by Friday and committees will meet after a short session
Friday morning that includes a memorial service for former members
who have died since we last met.

Tuesday evening, December 28 from 6:30-8:00 PM Rep. Till and
I will be at the Deborah Rawson Memorial Library to talk about the
upcoming session. Please join us for an informal discussion. We will
be having this type of discussion about every 5 weeks alternating
between Tuesday and Thursday evenings.

Meals on Wheels delivers a hot nutritious meal at the noon hour for
elderly, disabled or anyone who has difficulty preparing a daily hot
meal. You can sign up for a hot meal that will be delivered 5 days a
week with a bagged meal for weekends. You can order meals for a
whole week or as few as one meal a week. There is a large group of
Underhill and Jericho volunteers who deliver these meals to commu-
nity residents. Currently volunteers are delivering 8-15 meals a day in
Jericho and Underhill. If you know someone who could benefit from
a hot meal delivered to their house, including a visit from a very
friendly driver, call the Champlain Valley Agency on Aging at 865-
0360 or 1-800-639-2084. If you would like to be a volunteer driver
also contact Champlain Valley Agency on Aging.

The Jericho-Underhill Ecumenical Ministry runs a Food Shelf at
the Good Shepherd Lutheran Church on Route 15 (between Clark’s
Truck Center and JeriHill Hardware). Food and clothing are distrib-
uted the third Saturday of each month from 9:00-11:30 AM. Grocer-
ies are available for people living in Jericho, Underhill, W. Bolton, and
Essex Center. No appointment is necessary and no meals are served.
Children’s clothing is also available at Food Shelf pickup times. The
food shelf attendance has grown significantly in the last year.

Donations can be dropped off at the church on the Friday before
distribution. To set up other times to drop off donations call the
church at 899-3932. Donations are also collected at all the Jericho and
Underhill churches and the Covenant Community Church on Route
15 in Essex. The distribution date before Christmas is Saturday, De-
cember 18. Please take donations on Friday, December 17. If you
prefer to give a monetary donation, checks may be sent to The Ecu-
menical Ministry, P.O. Box 65, Jericho 05465. Remember the need is
there all year, not just during this Holiday Season.

As always I like to hear from you, either by email:
Bill@RepBillFrank.com, phone: 899-3136, mail: 19 Poker Hill Rd,
Underhill, 05489 or December 28 at the Library.

LEGISLATIVE REPORT
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Gift ideas include:
• Scarves, Pashminas
• Lots of kids toys
• Winter boots for the whole family
• Gloves, hats, and ice creepers
• Gardening gifts
• Huge kids department sizes 0 to 18
  Including wide selection of boots and clothing
• Gifts for all of your pets

Also many Vermont products:
• Darn tough socks for the whole family
• Turtle fur
• Vermont Fleece
• Skida (hats for the ladies)
• Knitty Gritty Sweaters
• Kombi gloves and mittens
• Gordini goggles
• TSL snowshoes
• and Two Creative Sisters designs- hand made purses and bags.

Season’s GreetingsSeason’s GreetingsSeason’s GreetingsSeason’s GreetingsSeason’s Greetings
from thefrom thefrom thefrom thefrom the

Johnson Farm andJohnson Farm andJohnson Farm andJohnson Farm andJohnson Farm and
Garden FamilyGarden FamilyGarden FamilyGarden FamilyGarden Family

There’s no need to travel far for wonderful gifts
at excellent prices, choose from

the best brands around including:

 and so many more for the entire family!

Buy

$100 worth
of Carhartt receive

a free Carhartt
Polo Shirt

Family run and owned by three generations.

Promotions good through December 24, 2010

25% Off
Columbia
 Clothing

Tons of
Stocking
Stuffers

Tons of
Base Layer

Clothing

Best personal service around!

1442 Rte.15 West  • Johnson Vermont
802-635-7282  • www.jhrvt.com

Buy

$100 worth
of children’s clothing

receive a free
“singing” bird.
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Best wishes
for the
Holiday
Season

and
New Year

389 Vermont Rte 15, Jericho

Sinclair InnSinclair InnSinclair InnSinclair InnSinclair Inn
Bed & BreakfastBed & BreakfastBed & BreakfastBed & BreakfastBed & Breakfast

Ph. 802.899.2234 • Fax. 802.899.2007
Don & Nimmie

Huber

PLEASE MAKE A $ DONATION!

Sponsored by The Mountain Gazette.

Make this a very Happy Holiday for a pet that has had
a hard life.

There are many dogs and cats that are neglected,
abused, and left unspayed or unneutered.

Save Our Strays is doing their part to reach as many
animals as they are financially capable of.

Many folks have made donations of pet food and
supplies and for that Roy and Lisa are forever

greatful.

 Now is the time to send just a few dollars
that will go along ways in helping to control the

unwanted increase in pet population.

Send your contribution to:

Save Our Strays
P.O. Box 167

Huntington, VT 05462

Riley gets her dog
By Phyl Newbeck

Special to the Mountain Gazette
When little Riley McLaughlin, soon to turn seven, was diag-

nosed last year with Periventricular Nodular Heterotopia Syn-
drome (PNH), her family was understandably worried. PNH is a
seizure disorder which also causes dyslexia, memory deficiencies,
frequent infections, and a variety of other medical issues. Riley’s
condition requires 24/7 attention because of the potential for grand
mal seizures. When her family learned that a seizure dog would
help guard their daughter, they jumped at the opportunity to get
one. Unfortunately, their insurance company did not. That’s when
the community stepped in.

The St. Thomas Knights of Columbus and the Jericho Underhill
Lions Club were the first groups to jump in to fill the void and
make sure that Riley got her dog. The latter went door to door in
April selling maple syrup for the family and raising roughly $1,000.
One month later, the statewide Lions Club held a walk-a-thon at
the Rutland Fairgrounds and other Lions Clubs across the state
held separate fundraisers. Also in May, the Knights donated all the
money from their eighth annual Mother’s Day Breakfast (a buffet
style extravaganza with pancakes, bacon, sausage, home fries, eggs
and fruit) to Riley’s family, as well as selling roses in her name. The
Underhill Jericho Fire Department donated $2,500 from their an-
nual Labor Day Barbecue. A local band, Red Hot Juba, also held a
fundraiser for Riley at the now defunct Old Yankee Restaurant
(reborn as the Hungry Lion) in Jericho and a motorcycle group
called the Red Knights made a donation. Community business
chipped in as well including Autosmith, Mountain High Pizza Pie,
and Village Service and Auto Repair. A fund was set up at the local
Merchant’s Bank and with the help of their community, the
McLaughlins were able to pay the over $15,000 needed to pur-
chase a Seizure Alert Dog from Canine Helpers for The Handi-
capped.

Carter, a one year old standard poodle, arrived at the McLaughlin
household in mid August, having been trained specifically for Riley’s
condition since he was six months old. In addition to basic obedi-
ence training, Carter has been taught to recognize Riley’s seizures
and react accordingly. He has already alerted the family to several
seizures including one that took place at Pizza Hut. In addition, if
Riley feels a seizure coming on, all she has to do is say “scary
eyes” and Carter will immediately get help. Riley’s mother Lynn

has trained
Carter so
that when
she says
“ w h e r e ’ s
Riley” he
will immedi-
ately lead her
to the girl.
Carter has
also been
taught to re-
spond to
Riley’s com-
mand to “get
help,” a com-
mand she re-
cently took
advantage of
in a less than
emergency
s i t u a t i o n
when the
family bathroom was out of toilet paper.

Carter accompanies Riley to her first grade classes, even riding
the school bus with her. He still receives weekly training both at
home and with other dogs at Canine Connection in Essex. Carter is
being trained to brace if Riley has balance issues so that she can grab
the handle on his “working dog” vest and hold on to him. He can
also be taught to carry her medications and pick up things she
drops. He is currently learning to open doors and performs other
tasks with his mouth.

Lynn McLaughlin is still astounded at the outpouring of moral
and financial support from the community. She put together a one-
page flyer to distribute to family and friends asking for assistance
but the flyer soon found its way into other hands. The Mountain
Gazette printed a copy and friends forwarded it to friends who
forwarded it to other friends. “It was so amazing the way the
community stepped up to help us,” said Lynn. People who didn’t
know us sent us money.”

Riley bonded immediately with Carter and the family granted her
request that his hair be kept short. A pom-pom on his tail is likely
not to last past the next of the weekly grooming sessions he needs.
However, even with her canine companion, Riley will continue to

suffer from PNH. Her condition
can change on a daily basis and
any seizure has the potential to
create more problems. Of late,
Riley’s reading ability dropped
by about a year and a half. It is
unclear whether the onset of pu-
berty will help or hurt her. Be-
cause PNH affects all areas of
the brain, it is not an operable
condition; nor is it one controlled
by medication. Most people
with PNH acquire the condition
in their 20’s; Riley is one of only
three or four children in the
world who are known to have it.

Lynn just shakes her head
when thinking about the out-
pouring from the Jericho
Underhill area and beyond. “I
was totally surprised,” she said.
“Living here, I always knew that
everyone was friendly and nice
but for them to step up like that
was absolutely amazing.”Season’sSeason’sSeason’sSeason’sSeason’s

GreetingGreetingGreetingGreetingGreeting

From All of Us atFrom All of Us atFrom All of Us atFrom All of Us atFrom All of Us at

  (802) 644-8011
Route 15 • Jeffersonville

Angela, Danielle, Kari and Pam
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Open 7 Days • Extended Christmas Hours • We Ship
Blue Mall, So. Burlington • 802-863-8306

Factory Location Route 15, Jericho • 802-899-3373
www.snowflakechocolate.com

 

Our own handmade Candy Canes
   come only once a year

 but
It’s never too late for Chocolates

Have AHave AHave AHave AHave A
Safe andSafe andSafe andSafe andSafe and
HappyHappyHappyHappyHappy
HolidayHolidayHolidayHolidayHoliday

KKKKKeitheitheitheitheith
AgencyAgencyAgencyAgencyAgency

JerichoJerichoJerichoJerichoJericho
899-2323899-2323899-2323899-2323899-2323

Serving the community since 1943
Lincoln Street, Essex Junction

878-8113 • Order online at www.maplehurstflorist.com

Maplehurst Florist

SeasonsSeasonsSeasonsSeasonsSeasons
   Greetings   Greetings   Greetings   Greetings   Greetings

By Phyl Newbeck
Special to the Mountain Gazette

Brian Riley is a little uncomfortable with the notion that he might
be an inspiration for people. Sure, he’s lived for over four decades
with a prosthetic leg with which he’s hiked, skied and raced sled
dogs, not to mention cleared the land and built his home on his
acreage in Underhill. Don’t expect him to say that people should
look up to him. But they do.

Roughly thirty-five years ago, Riley returned to the South Jer-
sey neighborhood where he once lived. The son of his former next
door neighbor had broken his leg in a motorcycle accident and an
infection called osteomyelitis had set in. The doctor wasn’t being
direct with the young man and finally the family asked him to
please just state the facts. The doctor finally admitted that the only
solution was to amputate above the knee, but he had been afraid to
say so. “What’s the big deal,” the young man is reported to have
said. “Let’s do it. Mr. Riley had his leg cut off above the knee and he
gets along just fine.” Riley still thinks ‘inspiration’ is too strong a
word. “Maybe I made it easier for him to do what had to be done,”
he said. “Maybe he wasn’t afraid because of me.”

April 13, 1969 is a date that is etched in the mind of the retired
United States Marine Corps lieutenant. He commanded a long range
reconnaissance platoon and he and seven of his men were on patrol
in Thong Duc when they were ambushed in what the Marines
called a “hammer and anvil” operation. In order to stay out of the
line of fire, they ended up going through an area booby-trapped
with land mines. Riley broke both legs and fractured his right arm
along with numerous other injuries. “I was leaking like a sieve,” he
said, but was saved by a Navy corpsman who kept wrapping his
wounds. In the hospital recovery room, a beautiful blond nurse
with a revealing cleavage bent over him and initially he thought he
had died and gone to heaven. When he realized he was alive and tried
to hug the nurse she laughed and announced “this one’s going to
live.”

Riley most certainly did live, but four days after the attack, the
doctors amputated his leg after trying to use vein grafts to save it.
They needed 700 stitches on his legs alone. The vein grafts came
back to haunt Riley when he had a heart attack in 2003 and doctors
were unable to find veins in the usual place for the surgery. When he
had his heart attack, the doctor asked him to estimate his pain on a
scale of one to ten. At first he resisted doing so but eventually came
up with the number six. The doctor was shocked that he gave a
comparatively low number until the Purple Heart recipient explained
that he was comparing it to being shot and blown up. Another
doctor looked at his chart and noted that “his six would be off the
charts for the rest of us.”

Riley believes he was quite lucky in his recovery. While virtually
all of his friends’ mothers stayed home, his mother was a CEO with
a private secretary. That secretary happened to be married to the
secretary of John Chafee, the Secretary of the Navy. As a result,
Riley’s name appeared for two months on a weekly memo on vet-
erans in need of assistance sent out by the Navy. This gesture led
him to the Naval Academy where he fell under the care of the man
he described as the second best orthopedic surgeon in the Navy and
a physical therapist “full of vim, vigor and vitality” who had just
finished an eight week course on working with amputees and was
“raring to go and have his own private patient to work on.”

Riley moved to Vermont in the winter of 1988 during a difficult
personal time for him, which he later realized was tied to Post
Traumatic Stress Disorder. It didn’t take long for him to fall in love
with the state. A real estate agent gave him a list of five properties
but after seeing the land at the end of Harvey Road, Riley knew that
was where he wanted to be. He named the property Wulfden in
honor of a German Shepherd/Wolf mix that lived with him. Riley
spent five months clearing the land and building the house before
taking a break when the depths of winter set in. “Working at five
below isn’t all it’s cracked up to be,” he said with a smile.

Soon the Underhill resident was partaking of all that Vermont has

to offer
with his
p r o s -
t h e t i c
l i m b :
hiking,
d o w n -
hill ski-
ing and
long dis-
t a n c e
d o g
s l e d -
d i n g .
R i l e y
believes
t h e
p r o s -
t h e s i s
actually
g a v e
him an
advan-
t a g e
with his

sledding because he didn’t have to take a break to shift his weight
from one leg to the other; he could rest most of his weight on the
prosthesis. Unfortunately, the cartilage in Riley’s good knee has
worn away over time so his activ-
ity level has diminished. “I had a
good run for 40 years,” he said.

Riley spent eleven years at Mt
Mansfield Union High School
working with the so-called “diffi-
cult students.” He had particular
success with those suffering from
emotional disabilities or ADHD,
something which Riley himself
was diagnosed with late in life. “I
seemed to have a knack for it,” he
said of his connection with stu-

dents who might otherwise not have been able to thrive. Riley’s
retirement lasted all of two years before he opened up an electron-
ics design business, putting to use his degree in Electronic Engineer-
ing from the University of Pennsylvania where he lettered in track
each of his four years. He still finds time to work with kids and
keeps his rates as low as possible so that he can provide informa-
tion and materials to teachers and students at a low cost. “It’s a
great feeling,” he said, “when you can hear a kid squeal ‘it’s work-
ing, it’s working’.”

Riley isn’t afraid to offer his opinion on war and the treatment of
veterans. “People talk about the cost of war,” he said, “and they
totally overlook the millions of dollars the taxpayers have spent on
my behalf. Multiply that over the last several years by the guys
that have been chewed up and are being chewed up in Iraq and
Afghanistan.” Riley is critical of the treatment received by current
veterans, blaming not the Veterans Administration but those who
control the funding. In contrast, while veterans of his era may have
been ill treated and insulted by the general populace, the VA took
good care of them.

Riley is puzzled by parents who tell their kids to hush when
they ask him questions about his leg. “They should ask questions,”
he said. “This isn’t something they should be afraid of. If it makes
it easier for them to accept what the fickle finger of fate might deal
them, that’s a good thing.” Riley is more than willing to explain his
injury and tell them the truth about war. “No question is out of
bounds,” he said. “It’s an old worn bromide but to be forewarned is
to be forearmed.”

Brian Riley – Reluctant Inspiration
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Great Selection All
20% Off

DDDDDepotepotepotepotepot H H H H Homeomeomeomeome HOURS: M-F 8:00 AM - 5:30 PM
Sat. 9:00 AM - 5:00 PM

Sun. 10:00 AM - 4:00 PM
36 PARK ST. • ESSEX JCT. • 878-8596“The little store with more!”

&     GardenGardenGardenGardenGarden

20% Off Kitty Litter
and Litter Pans

SALE ENDS 12/24/10 
WE ARE CLOSED DEC. 25 & 26

WE ARE CLOSED JAN. 1 & JAN. 2

Winter Gloves and Mittens
Socks and Hats

Adults and children’s sizes

20%
Off
Pet
Toys

excludes
treats and
rawhide
products

Happy HolidaysHappy HolidaysHappy HolidaysHappy HolidaysHappy Holidays
to Yto Yto Yto Yto You and You and You and You and You and Your Pour Pour Pour Pour Petsetsetsetsets

from the staff at Depot Home & Gardenfrom the staff at Depot Home & Gardenfrom the staff at Depot Home & Gardenfrom the staff at Depot Home & Gardenfrom the staff at Depot Home & Garden

Wine on Wed.
1/2 price

Lyman’s Pub
opens

   at 2:00 PM
     Daily

Dining Room Open 4:00 PM

OPEN for the Winter Season !
GIFT CERTIFICATES

• FIRESIDE DINING
• NEW MENU

• LIGHT PUB FARE
• WI FI

F: Please check out our
Specials on Facebook

Happy
Happy
Happy
Happy
Happy

Holidays!
Holidays!
Holidays!
Holidays!
Holidays!
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for a Special
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Route 108, Smugglers’ Notch, Jeffersonville
www.threemountainlodge.com

Reservations 644-5736
SUNDAYS OPEN 10AM

CLOSED MONDAY

Lyman’s Pub Opens
at 2:00 PM Daily

By Phyl Newbeck
Special to the Mountain Gazette

Jericho and Underhill have a spirit of cooperation which is stron-
ger than most municipalities.  The two share a volunteer fire depart-
ment, a park district and a land trust.  They are currently collaborat-
ing on Village Center designation for land that crosses the border
between the two towns.  In addition, they share a non-profit website
and listserv called, not surprisingly, Two Towns Online (TTO).

The site which was originally called Jericho Underhill Neighbors
Online went public in September of 2000 as an outgrowth of an
earlier website for the town of Jericho founded by resident Tobias
Brown.  In 2005, Brown was joined by Jan DeVries of Underhill,
and Franco Gatti and Kelly King of Jericho.  Brown and Gatti are
no longer involved in TTO, but DeVries and King remain on the
Board.  Board members are occasionally frustrated by the paucity
of residents who use the listserv, despite the fact that the numbers
have doubled since 2007.  Similarly, although the website has local
calendars, business directories, dedicated message boards and links
to sites of local importance (such as the Mountain Gazette) traffic
is not as high as they would like.  Nevertheless, there have been a
number of success stories; cases where the listserv served as a
community builder.

The Stolen Guitar
It started with a post from a saddened mother.  Amy Beaton’s

autistic son was trying to raise money to buy a remote controlled
boat by selling his electric guitar (which he had paid for himself).
He agonized over the decision but finally put the guitar outside the
family’s home with a For Sale sign.  After spending most of the day
outside, answering questions about the guitar he went inside and
someone promptly stole it.  Beaton, unable to contain her disgust at
this cowardly act, posted about the events to her supportive com-
munity.

Almost immediately, the replies came pouring in.  One neighbor
wrote, “although there are terrible people in the world, luckily,
there are many good and caring people who can help set right a
wrong.”  He offered to raise money through the list to purchase the
remote control boat for the young man.  “Please tell your son,” he
wrote “that we will do our best to help him.”  Others chimed in to
offer their assistance as well.  Beaton thanked them, but was un-
willing to accept help.  “The one nice thing that came out of this
situation,” she said, “was the way so many people took time - even
if it was only a minute - to respond to my posting.  I was really
angry and felt like our family had been violated and just hearing
back from people in our community saying they were sorry and

validating my feeling that ‘this is
not right’ helped me feel a little
better.”

The Making of a Friendship
In 2007 Jan DeVries, a native of

Holland, residing in Underhill sent

a post to the listserv regarding the serendipity of meeting a Dutch
woman while skating on Lake Champlain. Charlotte Reback, about
to leave for Holland to marry her fiancé, Ruud Vekemans responded,
inquiring whether one could really skate in Vermont as she had
when she lived in Holland.  The two began a correspondence and
when Reback and Vekemans returned to Vermont they met DeVries
and his wife.  The two families found they had much in common
and are now regular guests at each other’s homes and frequent skat-
ing companions, thanks to a single message about skating. Vekemans
reports that yet another local Dutch immigrant was discovered
thanks to a post to TTO.

Getting a Ride
The night before he had to go to Fanny Allen for an operation,

Peter Booth wrote to the list looking for a driver to help arrange a
car shuttle and offering to pay if there was “an enterprising teen-
ager” who was willing to help.  Within two hours, he had three
offers of assistance which he happily noted in a post titled “Com-
munity!”

Other
Lost pets have been found, equipment has been loaned, informa-

tion has been provided and bonds have been formed.  Currently 217
people subscribe to the TTO listserv.  A few attempts at commu-
nity building have faltered.  A proposed barter bank, where people
could exchange services/goods without money never took hold.
Likewise for the idea of having a tool bank at a central location like
the Deborah Rawson Memorial Library on the border of the two
towns.  Still, people find playgroups for their kids, roofers for their
homes, and cautionary tales about why cats should be brought in at
night.  Moose sightings are reported, used sporting equipment
changes hands, unwanted perennials are replanted at new locations,
and local cell phone service is dissected.

One of the web site’s most used features is a business directory
which does more than just list local businesses; it includes dated
and signed consumer reports.  The section for plumbers, for in-
stance, has seven listings, six of which have positive comments.
TTO is also the repository for group reports for some of the two
towns’ collaborative functions such as the work on getting River-
side/Underhill Flats Village Center designation and the combined
work of the Jericho Energy Task Force and the Underhill Energy
Committee.

Municipal figures are starting to take advantage of the website
and listserv.  During the reconstruction of Pleasant Valley Road,
Underhill Town Administrator Faith Brown used TTO as an av-
enue to keep people apprised of when the road would be closed.
Underhill Animal Control Officer Jennifer Silpe makes frequent use
of the list, often posting photos of animals she is holding as she
waits to hear if their owners can be found.  In Jericho, both Town
Clerk Jessica Alexander and Town Planner Seth Jensen use TTO to
provide notice of meetings, office closures and other events.  Ever-
green Erb of Jericho is one of those who uses the listserv with some

Two Towns Online – Bringing Jericho and Underhill Together

Moving things in, around and out of VermontMoving things in, around and out of VermontMoving things in, around and out of VermontMoving things in, around and out of VermontMoving things in, around and out of Vermont

regularity.  “I wish ev-
eryone in town was
part of it,” she said.

The main page for
TTO is http://
www.twotownsonline.org

Season’s
Greetings
& Happy
New Year Have a

Happy
and
Safe

Holiday
Season!

From the
Leo Family

and
Employees

Essex • 878-4982

John Leo
& SONS INC.
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BEAUDRY’S STORE
Main Road, Huntington • 434-2564

Merry ChristmasMerry ChristmasMerry ChristmasMerry ChristmasMerry Christmas
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Jericho CenterJericho CenterJericho CenterJericho CenterJericho Center
Country StoreCountry StoreCountry StoreCountry StoreCountry Store

Jericho Center • 899-3313
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ChristmasChristmasChristmasChristmasChristmas
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HAPPY

Let
it Snow!
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HOLIDAYS

www.skisleepyhollow.com

Laurie, Angie and Daisy

Full Service Beauty Salon
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By Phyl Newbeck
Special to the Mountain Gazette

He’s so modest that it took several months before he let anyone
know he won the award, but this summer, Roger Frey, owner of
Earl’s Cyclery and Fitness in South Burlington was honored with
the Advocacy Leadership Award by Trek bicycles in a Wisconsin
ceremony attended by over 1,000 people.

Frey, a longtime resident of Underhill, bought Earl’s Cyclery in
1992.  The store has been named one of the top 100 retail bicycle
stores in the U.S. by Bicycle Retailer and Industry News every
year but one since the award was established in 2005.  Still active
and athletic at 64, Frey uses his shop to promote cycling in Ver-
mont and beyond.  In fact, the only reason word of the award ever
got out is that Frey mentioned it to Local Motion Executive Direc-
tor Chapin Spencer as something that might be helpful to note on a
grant application for that organization.

At least half of the roughly 2,000 Trek retailers in the country
attended the annual Trek trade show last summer.  Frey had no idea
the Trek sales rep who services Earl’s had nominated him for the
award.  He remembers once being asked some questions about the
shop’s advocacy and charitable endeavors, but didn’t realize that
his responses were being compiled into a list which would be sub-
mitted to the company.  During the course of the trade show, a
young woman tugged at his sleeve and asked if he was planning on
attending the dinner that evening which included a speech by Or-
egon Representative and cycling advocate Earl Blumenauer.  Frey
assumed that he was being asked so that he could write a check, but
instead the woman told him they wanted him to sit up front.  Only
then did he have an inkling of what was in store for him.

Eric Bjorling of Trek said the award was given because Frey “has
given so much of his time and talent to help provide improved bike
infrastructure, more trails, a greener environment and educating the
citizens of Vermont on bike safety.  He is the type of person Trek
loves to work with and he is a leader in the world of bicycle advo-
cacy.”  Among other things, Bjorling cited Frey’s annual Commuter
Challenge which provides gift cards to riders as incentive to com-
mute by bicycle.

Under Frey’s leadership, Earl’s Cyclery and Fitness has been
involved in virtually every sector of the Vermont cycling commu-
nity.  Frey was involved in the early days of Fellowship of the
Wheel, Chittenden County’s mountain bike group which, in his
words, has grown from “a band of brothers” to 600 members.  He
served on the board of Local Motion which promotes “people-

powered transportation and recreation for healthy and sustainable
Vermont communities.”  For 19 years he has volunteered at the
Multiple Sclerosis Society ride which was the first benefit ride in
the state.  In addition, for a decade Frey served as co-chair of the
Read to Ride program which gave bicycles to Chittenden County
children who read books during the summer and also worked with
the Go Vermont and Way to Go Week programs.  In Grand Isle
County they sing his praises for his sponsorship of the annual F-f-
frozen Chosen Regatta.  Under his auspices, the bike shop contrib-
utes to every local, state and national bicycle advocacy group.  In
addition, they have a presence at virtually every benefit ride in the
state with mechanics providing technical support.

Spencer considers Frey both a mentor and a friend.  “Without
drawing attention to himself, Roger’s two decade long commitment
to cycling and cycling advocacy has fueled Vermont’s robust cy-
cling culture,” he said, noting that Earl’s has contributed to local
organizations, hosted events, co-sponsored charity rides and that
Frey has served on various non-profit boards  In 2005, Local Mo-
tion gave Frey their Leadership Award for his years of service.
Spencer praised Frey for helping to underwrite Local Motion’s
bike ferry which, after upgrades expected to take place over the
next few years, plans to expand operation to over seventy days of
service annually. Hans Jenny, Board President of Fellowship of the
Wheel, said Frey has been incredibly supportive of his organiza-
tion, helping kids get bicycles, providing technical support at events,
sponsoring and running an annual bowling night to raise money and
serving as a roving Board member.  The bowling night brings in over
$2,500 annually which goes toward trail maintenance.

“From the first day I got into the bike industry,” said Frey, “I felt
it was important to showcase the role of the bicycle in health and
fitness.  We have to start somewhere with personal fitness and if
people are led to a bicycle and they get the health and fitness
benefit and then the overall enjoyment of recreation outdoors, it
can’t be any better.  If we’re going to keep ourselves healthy and
out of hospitals, bicycles can make that contribution.”  In addition
to recreation, Frey hopes Vermonters will see the bicycle as a mode
of transportation.  “Whenever we can use a bike instead of a car
we’re helping ourselves and the world,” he said.  “It’s something
Americans should do more often.”

Frey is pleased to see the growth of cycling in Vermont, believing
that the cycling population expands every year.  “Vermonters think
about exercise and recreation,” he said “and bikes fit right in.”  The
floor space at Earl’s has expanded by one-third and both their

revenue and sales staff have quadrupled since he purchased the
store which now employs 28 workers during peak season and 11
year round employees.  Frey concedes that it wasn’t always easy;
most bike shops this far north sell winter sports equipment in the
off season.  Still, he doesn’t regret his decision to focus solely on
bicycles, recognizing that his shop has definitely found its niche.

While Frey touts cycling for promoting health and fitness, he is
also able to see a bigger picture.  Although bicycle tourists aren’t
necessarily spending money in his shop, Frey recognizes the ben-
efit they have on the state’s economy and, therefore, his definition
of advocacy has expanded to include tourism.  The way he sees it,
helping out the Burlington bike path brings tourist dollars to the
community which can also be good for his store.  Frey is looking
ahead to steps the state can take to bring in more tourism dollars.
He would love to see a mountain biking command center of sorts,
similar to the Green Mountain Club headquarters in Waterbury.  He
would also like to see an expansion of the Burlington bike path
down to Shelburne, Charlotte, and maybe beyond.  With Frey’s
dedicated advocacy, these things might become reality.  “I can’t say
enough about his character, his talent and his humor,” said Local
Motion’s Spencer.  He’s a rock star in my book.”

Roger Frey – Underhill’s Tireless Cycling Advocate

In this holiday season where the word love is
said and expressed in many ways I would like
send out the message of love from a mother of a 7
year old daughter. Jim Carter

My mother held me in her arms
and dried my tears,

 I was a baby and I thought
I knew what love was.

My new puppy licked my face
and wagged his tail,

 I was a child and I thought
I knew what love was.

 Johnny slow-danced with me to
“Get Together”

 by the Youngbloods.
I was teenager and I thought

I knew what love was.
My father posed proudly beside

me as I held my diploma.
I was a graduate and I thought

I knew what love was.
Tom pledged his love to me and

I gave my love to him.
I was a bride and I thought

I knew what love was.
 Our adopted baby girl was placed in our arms.

For seven years our child’s laughter rang
through our home.

 I was middle-aged and I thought
I knew what love was.

I looked into her face when
God called her back home,

and I held her hand to say goodbye.
 I lost my little girl and

I thought I forgot what love was.
But eight lives were changed.

Eight people were given a second chance to live,
 because we donated our daughter’s organs.

Now I know what love is.
Dedicated to the memory of Kayla Reichert

from her mother.
Jim and Sue Carter’s Family

Our family lost our daughter and sister a num-
ber of years ago in a car crash in Jericho. Andrea
changed the lives of 6 people with the donation of
her corneas, kidneys, heart and liver. During this
holiday season let your loved ones know your
thoughts and wishes concerning organ and tissue
donation. If that is a choice you wish to make you
can now register at the website of
DonateLifeVT.org. I recently did and took less
than 5 minutes. Our family in the meantime thanks
you. The Carter family

Organ donation changes lives and hearts
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Merry Christmas
from Our Family

to Yours

Email: mary@firststepprintshop.com

The following are excerpts from a blog posted by Courtney
Boutin, Isabella’s mother. You can read the entire blog by going to
http://fletchermom.blogspot.com.

Isabella Chandler joined our family on July 19, and was a beau-
tiful and healthy 8 pound baby girl. Instead of the birth-and-run
experience that I had hoped for, Bella’s doctors kept her in the
hospital because her bilirubin was elevated and they were worried
about jaundice. This was a blessing in disguise, because she began
to get sick on her third day. Bella was brought up to the NICU,
where doctors were initially concerned about an infection. Once
that was eliminated, they tested her for everything under the sun.
We spent time that day believing that our beautiful baby girl had
everything from a congenital heart defect to kidney failure. After
about 12 hours in the NICU, a seizure, intubation, and coma, a
wonderful doctor decided to test her ammonia level. That test came
back showing her to have an ammonia level greater than 1000. As a
reference point, normal ammonia levels are less than 5. Bella was
immediately brought down to the PICU and dialyzed. 12 hours and
three blood transfusions later her ammonia was down in the 300’s.
They were able to bring her down to the 130’s over the next 24
hours with i.v. medication and nutrition.

Bella and I were then airlifted to Tufts Medical Center in Bos-
ton, where we met Dr. Korson and his team. At that point he was
the first person we had met who had ever seen a Urea Cycle Disor-
der, which is the Metabolic Disease that they believed Isabella had.
He was also the first person who was able to tell us that Bella
would most likely be able to go home with us. Unfortunately Bella’s
ammonia level went up over 1000 again that night when they lost
access to one of her i.v.’s. They were able to get it back down over
the next couple of days without having to dialyze her, and we spent
the next week in the hospital as she stabilized and was able to be
extubated and begin feeding orally. Thank God for Mimi during this
time! She stayed with us and made sure we ate and slept enough to
keep breathing.

Isabella came home to Fletcher and to two very excited big sis-
ters who loved her at first sight. Our lives have changed a great deal
since July 19th. I was unable to return to teaching this year, as
Isabella can’t go to daycare. The risk that even a small illness will
make her very sick is too great, and we all know that any daycare
(even one as clean and wonderful as Sam’s) is a breeding ground for
germs. This, too, has been a blessing, though. I am home with Bella
and Lily three days a week, and I go to work with Stevie two days
a week. Though we are not always as effective as we would like to
be at the sign shop, we get to spend time with Stevie and I get out
of the house.

Isabella has been amazingly stable and healthy. Her ammonia
levels are fantastic (she has her blood tested every two weeks), and
she just visited Yale where she was enrolled in a longitudinal study

of Urea Cycle Disorders (UCD’s). They are hoping to learn from
people like Bella so they can identify and treat people with UCD’s
sooner and more effectively.

Bella had her first high fever and subsequent ER visit this week-
end, but came out on top. She stayed metabolically stable, which is
the best possible outcome. She is still a bit snuffly, but seems to be
on the mend.
If you have a moment, there are a couple of websites you can visit
to learn more about UCD’s. The first is www.nucdf.org. This is the
site for the National Urea Cycle Disorder Foundation. Another
good one is www.mitch.danielsonfamily.org. This is a site that a
mom created, and it is a great look at a family like ours.

Friday, January 22, 2010
Back to the vomiting, and I had a bit of a breakdown today.

Sometimes it feels like I spend 10 hours a day feeding Bella. Oh,
wait, I do. It gets a little frustrating when you get most of a bottle
into her, then she throws it up. Then you have to guess how much
she lost, and re-feed her and give her more meds. Oh so much fun.
But she is smiling and laughing the whole time, so you can’t really
get upset.

Tuesday, April 6, 2010
Yeah for the G-tube!
Isabella continues to benefit from her g-tube (as do we all). She is

eating better and better every day. Yesterday she finished 3 bottles
without needing the tube! Steve and I also like the fact that we don’t
have to wake her up to feed her at night. I like the fact that Steve
doesn’t even have to wake me up!

Sunday, August 22, 2010
Bella Update
In July Steve and I went to the NUCDF Conference in Boston.

While we were there we met with Dr. Summar (from Children’s in
D.C.). Cindy, the director of the NUCDF, introduced us because he
is the CPS specialist (notice I say “the”, not “one of the”). At the
time, Steve and I were beginning to get a bit freaked out because we
had not met anyone else with CPS, and the prevalance of CPS is not
dramatically less than any of the other UCD’s. It took a bit, but I
got up the courage to ask Dr. Summar why this was. His response
was that any neonatal onset CPS kids that he knew of who survived
the initial period had been transplanted.

This came as a bit of a shock to us, as we knew from the start that
transplant was an option, but we saw it as a last resort if Bella was
very unstable. We have now learned that not only have we been
incredibly lucky, and Bella has been much more stable than most
other kids with CPS, but that it will only get harder to keep her that
way. We have also learned that a transplant is more curative for CPS
than for any of the other disorders (correct me please if I am wrong,
but that is what we have understood). Other than possibly having
to take Citrulline long term, Bella will no longer have any other
UCD related issues, period, if she is transplanted.

So, that brings us to today. We spent the week in Pittsburgh at
the children’s hospital, because that is where Dr. Summar, Dr. Burke
(our geneticist here in VT), and Dr. Korson (Tuft’s) told us to go.
They do more transplants for metabolic disorders than anyone, and
they have the best survival rates in the country. They also special-
ize in reduced immunosuppressant usage. We are very aware that
we are trading one medical problem for another, but at this point the
odds of Bella having a severe episode of hyperammonemia are very
high, if not certain, while on the flip side the odds of a successful
transplant are very high. We know that we will live in fear of rejec-
tion, but we have learned that rejection is most often reversible, and

the percentage of individuals who need a second transplant is very
small. We will also have warning signs days and weeks ahead that
something is off, and we will have time to react and reverse the
problems.

As we all know, we live in fear of Bella’s ammonia going up
without warning. She was 187 two weeks ago and we had no idea
until her regular draw. She was completely asymtomatic at almost
300. That terrifies me because I fear that one day we will not realize
anything is wrong until it is very very wrong. So, as I said, we are
aware of the trade offs, and we have decided with the help of more
doctors than I can even count that this is Bella’s best chance for a
normal life.
We are scared of what is to come, and I am absolutely terrified of
leaving Addie and Lily for the weeks and months that we will have
to be in Pittsburgh (at this point we are looking at between 3 and 6
months).

Monday, August 23, 2010
Okay, it’s official. Isabella has been approved as a candidate for

a liver transplant by the doctors at Pittsburgh Children’s Hospital.
I am not sure if she will be officially on the transplant list tomor-
row, or if we have to wait for the results of next Monday’s blood
test to come back (one of her tests was a bit funky, but apparently
it is one with a lot of false positives, and she has tested negative in
the past).

This is a kind of bittersweet day. We are obviously happy that
Bella is a candidate, as we know in our hearts that this is what she
needs, but it is the first step on what I am sure is a very long and
winding road. We are confident that Bella is in the most capable
hands possible, and we know that we are supported on all fronts by
our family and friends.

Tuesday, September 14, 2010
Back again! Bella decided she missed me when I started working

full time, so she drove her ammonia levels up enough to put her
back in the hospital. At least that is my working theory. Her doc-
tors think it might be just because of a virus like a cold or something,
but I think my theory holds more water. Either way, here we sit on
Baird 5 again. It’s pretty sad when you know all of the nurses on
the floor by name.

Tuesday, September 21, 2010
So I spoke with one of the surgeons from Pittsburgh tonight. 

They want us to entertain the idea of a Hepatocyte Transplant. 
This is where surgeons would inject liver cells from a healthy donor
liver into Isabella’s liver, in the hopes that they would sort of take
over a bit of the function of the liver.  Apparently this has been
successful...in monkeys and rats.  Well, that is not true.  There is
new, unpublished research that apparently shows success in hu-
mans.  I am a bit unclear about how many, but let’s just say that this
is new information to the Pittsburgh surgeons as of about the past
month.

There are pros and cons.  The pros are that it could potentially
be curative, but most likely it sounds like it would function more as
a bridge to the transplant.  It would also be furthering the research
if Bella was to participate.  My concerns are that, if the cure may
not be permanent, how do we monitor Bella closely to ensure that
her UCD symptoms don’t recurr?  If she has a full transplant that
cures her liver, the things we have to look out for are rejection-
related.  If she rejects the hepatocyte transplant, it sounds to me
that we have to look out for rejection, but also for recurrence of her
hyperammonemia.

I know that Bella’s doctors are doing their best to keep us well
informed so that we can make the best possible decisions regarding
her health, but I feel like I need a medical degree to be able to make
these decisions.  Dr. Soltyz and the the doctor who specializes in
the hepatocyte transplants are going to be sending me more docu-
mentation about the research, but I am hoping we will be able to
understand the literature.

Thursday, September 23, 2010
New Developments
Bella’s levels are trending down again, thank goodness. She is on

a reduced protein, higher calorie formula for now, and possibly until
the transplant. We are hoping that helps stabilize her, at least tem-
porarily, though it may turn her into a butterball!

We are now considering a hepatocyte transplant, which is when
they transplant cells from a healthy liver instead of the whole liver.
It is VERY new (I believe only 2 other kids have had it done), and
the odds that it will be a complete and permanent fix are slim. What
it may do is provide improvement at some level, and for some
period of time, essentially as a bridge to the organ transplant. Steve
and I are on the fence, though more on the “do it” side than the
“don’t do it” side.

Sunday, September 26, 2010
Decisions...and next steps
Steve and I have made the decision to go ahead with Isabella’s

hepatocyte transplant.  Bella and I will leave for Pittsburgh at 6 am
tomorrow to begin the process.  The first couple of days will in-
volve tests and such, and then she will be listed for the hepato-
cytes.  The surgeon believes we will have them within a matter of
days.  The other alternative is that, since she is moved to the top of

Bella’s story

Isabella and Addie Boutin
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the list for a liver tomorrow, she will get a whole liver before the
hepatocytes are available.  If she has the hepatocyte transplant she
will still be on the transplant list waiting for a liver, and we will go
ahead with the liver transplant even if she has already had the
hepatocyte transplant, as the H.T. is a new procedure that has not
yet been proven to work.  Actually, Isabella will be the first person
to have this procedure performed on her in this way.  Well, as I said,
it has worked on rats and monkeys, and she kind of looks like a
monkey, so hopefully it will work for her!

Pittsbrgh, Day 1
Well, here we are.  After a wonderful flight down, where Bella

slept like an angel for both legs, we have arrived in Pittsburgh and
made it to Children’s Hospital.  Bella has already been seen by
surgeons, geneticists, and other doctors, and is scheduled for a CT
scan at 6.  Her ammonia, of course, is a bit elevated, but we are in a
safe place.  There has already been some talk of admitting her and
putting her on her i.v. meds until her transplant if her levels won’t
go down.  As Dr. Vockley, the geneticist put it, she is teetering on
the edge of instability, and we want to keep her from tipping.
Bella is acting great.  She has been tearing around her beautiful
hospital room.  It is huge, a single, and even has an enormous pri-
vate bathroom. …  She is so high on the list, and her need is so great,
so we at least have a better concept of what kind of a time frame we
are looking at. 

Wednesday, September 29, 2010
Holy crap!!!  I just ran into Dr. Fox in the cafeteria, and he said

they got a call with cells for Bella last night.  She wasn’t officially
listed yet, so they couldn’t accept them, but it certainly shows us
that it could really be any time.  She is ready and raring to go, so
bring ‘em on!  Her ammonia has been steady in the 40’s since last
night, so we are pleased about that, too. 

Saturday, October 2, 2010
Yucky Day!
…On that note, it was a good thing that we were so close last

night, because Bella decided she was bored with the day, and spiked
a 105 fever!!!  So we brought her downstairs to the ER, where we
found out she had an ear infection.  They gave her fluids and antibi-
otics by i.v. and checked her ammonia levels.  Those were of course
a bit high, so they kept us there for a few more hours so they could
do 2 more draws.  Finally at 1:30 a.m. they got a level they could
live with, and sent us home with instructions to come back today
for another ammonia check.  The absolute WORST part of the
night was that while we were in the ER the transplant team called to
say that they might have a liver for Bella.  She was the back-up
recipient, not a guaranteed go, but she was eliminated when they
found out that she was sick.  As Katie said, there is a reason for this,
and we know she will get another liver soon. 

Thursday, October 14, 2010
Tranplant day!
Isabella was taken to the O.R. at about 4:30 this morning, and the

most recent update that I just got is that the new liver is here, and
they are prepping it and her.  The nurse said she is doing well.  I
know many of you got very little sleep last night, but please know
that Bella is an amazing fighter.  She is going to come out of this so
well, and UCD-free.  She ordered a cheeseburger for her first meal,
but I recommended that she take it easy.  Maybe in a couple of
days.

Seriously, though, this is the expected chain of events over the
next days.  She will be intubated when she comes to the PICU, and
her stomach will most likely be left open.  This is because the new
organ was from a 16 year old, so even the portion that Bella got is
too big for her little belly.  They will leave it open to allow the
swelling to go down and her skin to stretch a bit, then hopefully
close it within a few days.  She will be sedated, or in a drug induced
coma for most of this time.  They can’t give us an exact time frame,
obviously, because everyone is different.

  She will most likely spent about two weeks in intensive care,
give or take.  Once she is stable enough to leave the PICU, she will
be brought to where I am right now, the transplant floor.  This is an
entire ward for tranplant patients, and the care is focused on these
kiddos.  Again, her time here will depend on how things are going,
but will be a matter of weeks.  The next step will be discharge, but
to the Ronald McDonald House, not home.  We will be there for
another period of weeks, going to clinic appointments as doctors
regulate her immunosuppressant therapy, etc. 

Thursday, October 21, 2010
Yipee!  Boot Scoot is back from her sewing classes.  They were

able to sew her up, and even stitch up some of the muscle on the
sides, only leaving the front right side needing to be closed later in
the year.  She looks beautiful as always, and came through like a
champ.  They are going to ease up on her paralytics now, and see
how she does with just sedation.  If she moves too much or starts
trying to pull out lines or tubes, they will have to sedate her more. 
We all know Bella, so I told them to have the extra doses handy.  She
is trouble!!!

Saturday, October 23, 2010
WARNING!  I am posting a

couple of pictures of Bella at the
bottom of this post.  They are
great, but one of them shows her
incision, and it is a bit graphic. 
Please read the post, but don’t
scroll all the way down if you
think it might be too much for
you.

Anyway, great news today! 
Bella was extubated this morn-
ing at about 8:30, and they took
her NG tube out, too.  The plan
is to take her foley catheter out
in a bit, as well as her arterial
line.  That will leave her with
the I.J. in her neck, the PICC

line in her right arm, and a regular i.v. in her left hand.  I know that
sounds like a lot, but this is a HUGE improvement over all the
tubes and lines she has had over the past week.

Friday, October 29, 2010
Poop
I am not sure if I have previously discussed Bella’s bowel issues

(she is going to kill me for this one day), but Bella had not pooped
since her surgery...until 3 this morning.  With the help of a few
different meds, Little Miss Thing literally imploded.  It took four
of us to clean her up, and we went through a linen closet’s worth of
bedding.  It actually gave new meaning to the word poop.  Then,
she did it again.  All over her nurse!  Then, at 8 am, she did it again. 

Saturday, October 30, 2010
I think Isabella has decided to regain the ability to do one thing

each day.  Two days ago she decided to smile, yesterday she de-
cided to sit up, and today she has decided to babble a bit.  And each
day she gets better and better at each of those things.  On Thursday
we had to support Bella’s head when we sat her up, as you might do
with a 2 week old baby. 

Saturday, October 30, 2010
I think Isabella has decided to

regain the ability to do one thing
each day.  Two days ago she de-
cided to smile, yesterday she de-
cided to sit up, and today she has
decided to babble a bit.  And each
day she gets better and better at
each of those things.  On Thurs-
day we had to support Bella’s
head when we sat her up, as you
might do with a 2 week old baby. 
Yesterday we didn’t need to use
the support, but she her head was
still pretty floppy.  Today she is
sitting completely independently
for extended periods. 
Last night I asked our nurse if some
kids strain their backs overcompensating for the fact that their
stomach muscles are not connected after surgery.  Her response
was that she hasn’t seen it because most kids at this point are flat
on their backs.  This came at a moment when Bella was sitting up
on my lap giving me a complete oral exam.  I guess they are pretty
pleased with her progress!

Monday, November 1, 2010
…As a part of the process of preparing for discharge, Bella is

being transitioned to oral meds instead of i.v. meds, and her pain
meds are being weaned.  The weaning is a slower process, as we do
not want her to experience withdrawal after having been on some of
the narcotics for so long.  The good news is that her doctors have
been able to cut her dilaudid in half, as well as stretch out the time
between doses.  She went 9.5 hours without it overnight, and we
are going to try moving to every 12 hours starting today (this is
from every 4 hours just 2 days ago).  They are also cutting her
methadone slowly, too.  She is responding pretty well to all of the
changes, and it makes me happy that she is not so drugged all of the
time any more.  Bella is also eating more, which is enabling her
doctors to take her off her TPN (i.v. nutrition) for 6 hours a day. 
For those six hours she isn’t attached to anything!  We celebrated
this yesterday by spinning around in circles!  She is eating more
today than yesterday, and we will keep increasing the quantity over
the next couple of days, hopefully eliminating the need for the TPN
entirely.

So Bella is making terrific progress, and I see more of the same in
her future.  We are so proud of her, and we’re starting to see the
light at the end of the tunnel.  Though, I don’t know, Pittsburgh is
sounding pretty balmy compared to snowy Vermont.  You all may
have to drag us back north when it’s time!

Saturday, November 6, 2010
Okay.  I am not sure how I am feeling about Isabella’ss new

eating habits.  She ate one of my chipotle risotto balls at dinner (the
same ones that made Addie drink a 20 oz. glass of water because
they were so spicy).  Then, horror of all horrors, she ate a good 1/
3 of my tiramisu (yes, I had it two nights in a row).  I do love my
baby girl, but I don’t know how I feel about sharing all of my food
with her.  It is asking a lot.

Seriously, though, Steve and I continue to be amazed at Isabella
and her newfound love of food.  She likes everything with flavor
(she has no patience for bland breakfast foods), and spiciness doesn’t
slow her down for a second.  In between her “courses” tonight she
ate a lime and a pickle.  I am a bit nervous about what kind of
monster we have created!

Monday, November 8, 2010
Bella had her first clinic day today.  We managed to get organized

and make it the perilous 100 yard journey to the hospital, only to
find the outpatient area packed.  We were able to get her labs done
in time to give her Prograf only 15 minutes late, and the wait for

transplant clinic wasn’t that bad.  Bella’s LFT’s were up today, so
Dr. Soltys sent her for an ultrasound.  He scheduled her for a bi-
opsy on Wednesday in case her levels don’t begin to come down,
but he didn’t seem particularly concerned.  As I have said before,
we expect that the next few weeks will be full of ups and downs,
and I know that the end result will be great.  The difference between
now and three weeks ago is that Bella would be inpatient already if
it were her ammonia levels that were elevated.  It is nice that the
slightest elevation in numbers doesn’t send everyone into a panic.

Wednesday, November 24, 2010
Good news on the liver front:  Bella’s ultrasound from today

looked great!  Her LFT’s are still elevated, of course, but we are
hoping that they will resume their downward trend by Monday’s
labs and we will be able to cancel the biopsy that is currently
scheduled for Tuesday.

Sunday, December 5, 2010
Bella has been doing pretty well.  Her LFT’s came down quite a

bit yesterday, which was great, but haven’t come down anymore
today.  I had really hoped to have her levels keep plummeting, but
the doctor said it is not always a smooth descending curve to nor-
mal.  They are still better than they have been since before 11/8, so
I am not overly concerned.  She did okay yesterday mood-wise, in
spite of the steroids.  I have found that I can keep her content,
though not exactly happy, by feeding her pretty constantly through-
out the day.  Today her FK level (which measures the amount of her
immunosuppressant, Prograf, in her body) is a bit too high, and that
is actually making her more cranky than the steroids.  We skipped
this morning’s dose, so hopefully her level comes down quickly
throughout the day and she feels more like herself soon.  She is
sleeping well at night, thank goodness, though she hasn’t napped
very well for the past few days.  She is sleeping in her stroller at the
moment, after 40 laps around the unit, and I hope she wakes up in
a little bit of a better mood!

I am praying for Bella’s LFT’s to come down tomorrow, and that
her docs will let her go by Tuesday or Wednesday at the latest.

As this paper goes to press Bella and mother Courtney have
made a surprise visit home though short and they must return to
Pittsburgh on Wednesday it has lifted their spirits immensely.

Steve Boutin enjoys time with daughters Lily, Bella and Addie.Even
though this is a short trip, just one week, the family is looking
forward to being home and together soon.

Thank you all of your support,
The Boutin Family

Bella Bee
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524 Lake Road
Milton, VT

802-893-3451
802-893-1179

(fax)

Boarding • Grooming • Training
Where your pet enjoys a vacation in the country.

 www.vtkennels.com

“We are a full service Boarding, grooming, and training facility featuring
Westford’s own Brittany Collins as our groomer! We are safely set off of the
road nestled in beautiful country acreage. We are owned by a Professional Dog
Trainer and a Veterinary Technician, let our years of experience take care of
your beloved pet while you are away. Call today for a grooming appointment or
just to visit, we are looking forward to serving you soon!”

FENCING CLASSES
Jericho Elementary School

Friday Evenings • 6:00-8:00 PM

Founders Memorial School
Essex • Tuesday Evenings 6:00-8:00 PM

Classes/ Professional Instruction &  all
equipment provided. Fee $15.00

 For more information, contact
Chris West @ 858-9111
othin@rocketmail.com

BSA at work
To the Editor,

Thanks to the Boy Scouts of Troop 627 the Underhill Town Hall
has a new look. Lovely gardens surround the building and the front
entry was restored just in time for the November election. Andy
Chamberlin planned, engineered and managed the work for his Eagle
Scout project. It was a mammoth undertaking which took both
boypower and manpower. The community is truly grateful for such
an improvement in the appearance of our attractive Town Hall and
appreciates all the effort which went into the project. It would take
a page-long article to describe the many other community projects in
Underhill and Jericho accomplished by Troop 627. We are fortunate
indeed to have among us such an energetic group of young people
and their dedicated Dads

 Betty Moore, Underhill
Thank you for your donations
To the Editor,
The Community Center in Jericho would like to thank all commu-
nity members who have donated to the Campaign for a Solid Foot-
ing. As of early December, we have raised $48,125.51, a bit over half
the amount needed for necessary repairs to the foundation and drain-
age system. Please help us spread the word about saving the Com-
munity Center in Jericho and encourage friends, neighbors and fam-
ily to donate. With your help and continued support, the Campaign
will be successful! http://communitycenterinjericho.wordpress.com/

Julia Blake for the Community Center Board

Poker Hill School News
Happy Holidays from all of us at Poker Hill School! We at the

school wish you and all of our Poker Hill families a safe and joyous
holiday season. Students and teachers here have been getting into the
winter and holiday spirit by getting outside and enjoying the snow
that has dumped down recently. The kids are having a blast sledding
and snowshoeing and playing in the snow.

Two weeks ago Poker Hill School paid a visit to Underhill Town
Center, where they serenaded the crowd with songs and holiday
cheer. The children made and decorated gift bags and presented them
to the folks in attendance. We had a blast!

We are excited about our upcoming Solstice Celebrations, held just
before the school goes on winter recess. For all the Poker Hill families,
the Tuesday/Thursday group will hold their celebration on Thursday,
December 16 at 3:45 PM. The Monday/Wednesday/Friday group’s
celebration will be held on Monday, December 29, at 3:45PM. We’ll
see you then!

Rice Memorial 1st Quarter Honor Roll
Fr. Bernard W. Bourgeois, principal of Rice Memorial High

School, is proud to report that the following Jericho/Westford/
Underhill residents have earned Honor Roll status for the 1st quar-
ter. They are : Haley Rossi, 12, Jericho, First Honors; Sara Till, 12,
Jericho, First Honors; Rebecca Anderson, 12, Jericho, Second Hon-
ors; Patrick Asselin, 09, Jericho, Second Honors; Matthew Sem,
09, Jericho, Second Honors; Marcello Borghi; 12; Westford; Sec-
ond Honors; Molly Walko, 10, Jericho, Honorable Mention;
Kathleen Wilder, 12, Underhill, Honorable Mention; and Connor
Anthoine, 12, Westford, Honorable Mention.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

VFW raises $14,461 at Calcutta Night
The letter read…Hello to All,
 Last evening (Wednesday December 8, 2010) I presented a check

for $14,461.00 on behalf of the Veterans of Foreign Wars to the
Boutin Family for Bella Boutin (Bella Fundraiser).   I am sending
this because a lot of this would not have been possible without
Walk-In Care. From the bottom of my heart THANK YOU. Thank
you for your donations as well as purchasing Calcutta tickets (even
though some of us did not get to eat). To Joyce, Wanita and Kerry
THANK YOU for your help in setting up and serving. Carol, Lisa,
Francine, Joyce, Keven THANK YOU for the items for the silent
auction. It was an incredible and very successful evening.
      Steve was extremely moved and speechless – Letter from VFW
when I presented him with the check.

                                            Again, THANK YOU, Joe Gilmond
Members of the VFW stood as Post Commander Joe Gilmond

presented the check to Steve Boutin. Steve’s father Steven Boutin
had been the post commander and was surely on the minds of the
members present.

“The VFW is very proud to have raised this unprecedented
amount,” Gilmond said. “It’s never been done in Vermont before.”
He went on to say that the VFW’s services were available to any
community member. “You don’t have to be a veteran to get our help
or even to become a member.” He said.

The Calcutta Night was a sellout event where friends, neighbors,
family and strangers joined together to show their care and concern
for another family. Everyone had a wonderful time.

To date the Bella Boutin Funds has deposited over $18,000 dol-
lars. The family of Isabella Chandler Boutin would like to express
their thanks for the generosity of the surrounding communities and
the generous donation of advertising by the Mountain Ggazette.

Nurse as Educator
By Suzanne Kusserow
Senior Guest Columnists

The following was written to my students, when I was teaching
at UVM with a group of Registered Nurses who were enrolled in a
program to obtain their B.S. in Nursing. A last assignment was to
write a paper describing a situation when they had ‘gone to bat’ for
a patient or family: advocating for their client(s). This was my
response to their paper: a paper of my own.

Thank you for such excellent and sensitive work. Writing, you
have renewed old friendships, opened old wounds, and remem-
bered feelings that still hurt. Most of you are here in this program
because you have wanted some direction, have felt the need to
explore more of your ideas, have wanted more autonomy, have
sought relief from the frustration of the realities of the working
world you come from. We are advocates for our patients; we are
also advocates for ourselves. As we write these experiences, we are
reiterating our own beliefs just as much as we are perceiving theirs.
Hopefully, writing allows us to put into words and sentences and
structure, not only what we think and feel, but why we do. It forces
us to move from one room in our minds, to another where we have
never been, creating and shaping the passage as we go.

There is another motive to these papers. I wanted the writing to
give you back some of the idealism that got us here in the first place,
to remember with pride the friend you helped, and to see how we all
have transformed, over various spans of time, tender idealism into
practical help. What you have offered these patients is a part of
yourselves; your special quality of giving that is as unique to you as
the color of your eyes. This is the core of nursing. When we have
certainty that this is enough for us, then the issues of hierarchy,
professionalism, autonomy and advancement become supportive to
this core. Autonomy, for instance, then is seen as an intensity be-
tween nurse and patient that, by virtue of its one-to-one personaliza-
tion, is inherently inviolate and indestructible. No professionalism,
education, or maturity, in and of itself, can hand this core to us; it is a
thoughtful blend of all three, and more. It is preserved in memory, in
our loneliness when few supported us, in warmth when we think of
the ‘small things’ that made the caring visible.

My daughter says to me: “I need a hug.” Needs, to her, are a
strength, not a weakness – a seeking for fulfillment, not a fear that has
to be hidden behind a public smile. Where are our hugs? Perhaps the
definition of a mature compassion is that it nurtures itself. The deed

that we do, is transmuted, rechanneled and re-energized
into our inner core – a “closed circulatory system’ of
caring.

We must also be able to easily interchange the philo-
sophical and the practical. This transition from brain to
hand is crucial. Without both, we will suffer from lack of
firm support. We will be defeated by the daily vagaries of
the changing nursing climate; we will be frustrated by
having an ideal and a goal and not being able to see it
flourish in the daily growth of someone else.

It is true that nursing has been allotted the gift of giving
and the opportunity, privilege and duty to learn about it,
from it, and to amplify it to its finest sensitivities. What is
more professional, more difficult, more rewarding, requir-
ing more skills, than what we do daily as a given directive
of our jobs. I don’t mean to imply that giving is unique to
nursing; luckily, it is the base of many helping groups.
Perhaps the fact that ours is more humble makes it easier
for us to reach across, not down. We can be uniquely
physical; the laying on of hands is not a worn cliché, but
pacification for illness and fatigue that cannot be taken for
granted.

In all this semantic emotionalism, we sometimes long
for anonymity – to get out from under the label NURSE –
and be something more professional, believing that may
equate with lessened vulnerability. We probably didn’t
know the meaning of the word when we enrolled under its
gentrified banner, but we do now and the full intensity of
it is exhausting. The problem of continuing our strength is
very real when outside forces push us so that we doubt
even the core of caring. What can we do? Go out and do it
again! Sounds dumb! If it hurt once to bang our heads
against a stone wall, why do it again? We were hurt, not by
the advocacy, but by forces that see caring as an immea-
surable, qualitative threat. So we must be careful to delin-
eate what we see as the culprit, and not reject the right
thing for the wrong reason. The ‘small things’ that we do
come full circle, nurture our caring again, so that we go

back to stand beside someone else, a little punchy from the last round,
but knowing it is the only way to renew ourselves.

Here, in answer to your homework assignment is my client advo-
cacy paper:

Yale Medical Center was located in the middle of a slum area; it was
a chaos of rotting houses, garbage-littered alleys, sleazy bars, the
breeze from the ocean blowing newspapers through the streets, along
with the smells of poverty. In the midst of this sat the obese ark of the
hospital, most of it old with high ceilings, long writhing corridors,
echoing lecture halls with chairs rising anaerobically above a long
examining table. I was 18, and my mind and body had never left the
country. I sought out the only patch of grass in the area, behind the
Medical Library, where a few cachectic apple trees were gradually
choking on exhaust fumes. But it was all I had; I had never been in a
city; had never lived in close proximity to others; had known little of
illness and nothing of dying. At 18, how does one deal with death? I
did not even know that was the enemy I was fighting; I did not know
it was a battle I could not win; I did not know how to let him go. In my
crisp, primrose –blue uniform with a starched-organdy Dutch cap on
my head, I watched as his temperature climbed from 100 to 108,
where, even in my physiological naiveté, I knew that protoplasm
burned to a useless jell. I had known him in my cheery way; I knew his
diagnosis as a paper entity; I did not know what he must have
known…that he would not live. How nice he had been to support my
innocence!

I took his pulse, feeling the heart give up its rhythmic life that it had
borne for 48 years. I did everything I could to ‘help’ him. I searched
for his soul, called for him with all the youth and pureness and God-
liness with which I had been nurtured. I told him that the ground is
deep and endless and uncaring and he did not want to desert me and all
that I was doing for him, to go there.

The crisp white doctor came in and out, breathing the fresh air of
the corridor, while I stayed for 8 hours, my pores oozing forth salt
and love and hate. His skin looked and felt like the white belly of a fish
laid too long in the sun. I watched him fade – this man who had
conventionally and simply lived, produced children who deserted
him now. I watched his soul liquefy into his fat, perspiring body. He
hid from me and my help in the amorphous grayness that was his
dying. His heart fried; his soul fled from its burning container.

When I lost him, I lost some of my youth. The wing of the bird was
clipped with shiny, surgical scissors. The city became bearable be-
cause its suffering suddenly became part of me. The accepted, un-
questioned softness went out of me, replaced by a blurring of my
middle-class values that made me angry at those who lived encrusted,
predetermined and dull patterns. My classmates and myself were
isolated because our awareness of the fragility of life made us differ-
ent. Days were counted not in hours, but in griefs, hurts, carings.

When I presently (1992) take the above experience and relive it as
write, I realize that I was an advocate…not for him, but for myself.
Thus, I did not forgive his family for running away; I lost and I should
not have; I did not know my real adversary at all. But it was a start. I
was fighting for something…..obviously untried values, but I had
never seriously been intimate with any person or any such feelings
until that day. I know the rules now and I am much more effective
with myself and with others. The youthful, selfish advocacy I gave to
that man, whose name I don’t remember, but whose face I still see,
started me on the circle of caring that, once begun, can never be forgot-
ten.
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LEGAL NOTICE

CESU meetings
 December 16, MMU School Board meeting, 7:30 PM at

BRMS. The board will review the proposed 2011-12 budget.
December 20, CESU Executive Committee meeting, 6:30 PM

at Central Office, Richmond Town Center. 
December 21, Underhill ID School Board meeting, 7 PM

at Underhill ID Elementary School.
January 4, Underhill Center School Board meeting, 6:30 PM at

Underhill Central School
January 5, Bolton School Board meeting, 6:30 PM at Smilie

Memorial School.
January 6, CESU Voluntary Merger Planning Committee

meeting, 4:30 PM at the Central Office, Richmond Town Center.
January 6, MMU Curriculum Committee meeting, 6:30 PM at

Camels Hump Middle School.
January 6, MMU School Board meeting, 7:30 PM at Camels

Hump Middle School.
 

Congratulations the following
MMUsic students

for their participation in the
Northwest District Auditions

2011 SCHOLARSHIP WINNERS
Quinn Parker-Trombone (performance and money award)
Cindy Fifield-Bassoon (Honorable Mention)
 
The following students are Principal chairs in Wind Ensemble:
Aaron Weber-Bass Clarinet
Cindy Fifield-Bassoon
Alex Clift-Alto Saxophone
David Brown-French Horn
Sam Cutler-Trumpet
Quinn Parker-Trombone
Jeffrey Meyer-Lorenston-Percussion
 
The following students are seated in Wind Ensemble-various chairs:
Emma Dubay-Flute
Gina Cassara-Clarinet
Gabe Robbins-Alto Saxophone
Avery Cooper-Alto Saxophone
Erica Rosmus-Alto Saxophone
Adam Morin-Tenor Saxophone
Mike Lawler-Trumpet
Mils Meisterling-Trumpet
Jonathan Griffin-Trombone
Alex Brosom-Tuba
Dylan Sylvester-Percussion
Elijah Davis-Percussion
Collin Reynolds-Timpani
 
The following students are Principal chairs in Concert Band:
Miranda Tremblay-Flute
Danielle Lawhorn-Oboe
Lindsey Flanders-Clarinet
Duncan Kayfus-Baritone Saxophone
Andrew Carbee-Baritone Horn
 
The following students are seated in concert band-various chairs:
Kate Cyr-Flute
Caroline Quintal-Flute
Mikayla Kelemen-Flute
Chantel Charlbeois-Clarinet
Sarah Quintal-Clarinet
Nate Brown-Bass Clarinet
Robert Malinowski-Trumpet
Matt Ashe-Trombone
Ari Cooper-Percussion

Winners List: AIKEN/TASC
Emergency Shelters

Teams of middle and high school students from around Vermont
and New Hampshire had just 5 minutes to erect their emergency
shelters on Saturday, December 4 in the UVM Patrick Gym tennis
court area.  Each shelter was weighed, measured for packed volume,
set up, and then was subjected to a 2 minute wind storm designed to
‘blow it down’. Approximately 300 middle and high school students
(schools listed below) participated in the 20th UVM Aiken/TASC*
Challenges (Technology And Science Connection) on Saturday De-
cember 4, 2010. The two challenges presented to schools in Septem-
ber:  1) Create an emergency shelter. 2) Create an emergency informa-
tional video.  Approximately 60 emergency shelters and 10 videos
were on exhibit. The winners are.

IBM OVERALL DESIGN VALUE AWARDS
1st place $500           Sharon Academy, Team Hayden   
2nd place $200         Browns River Middle School – Team Y
3rd place $100          Vermont Commons- Team Algebrothers

PIZZAGALLI  SPACE USABILITY AWARDS
1st prize $500           Missisquoi Valley Union HS – Team
ChimChim
2nd prize $200      Mt. Mansfield, Union HS – Teamn 187420
3rd prize $100          St. Johnsbury Academy – Team Win

GENERAL DYNAMICS SET UP SPEED AWARDS
1st prize $500          Hanover HS-Power Team
2nd prize $200         Milton HS –White Lightning
3rd prize $100         Mount Mansfield Union HS – Team
FFuwnkay

IEEE – PACKING DENSITY AWARDS
1st prize $500          Vermont Commons – Team Turtle Intensity
2nd prize $200         Sharon Academy – Team Simply Can
3rd prize $100          Browns River Middle School – Team MJJ

HUSKY MARKETING AWARDS
1st prize $500 tie     Hanover – Team Karakoran
1st prize $500 tie      Hanover – PSI: Miami
3rd prize $100          Hanover – Team Kimbunga

NRG LIGHTNESS AWARD
1st prize $500          Browns River Middle School –Team Z
2nd prize $200         Browns River Middle School – Team PK
3rd prize $100          Browns River Middle School – Team GAC

DYNAPOWER OCCUPANT PROTECTION AWARDS
3 way tie for             Browns River Middle School – Team X
1st $500                    Middlebury Union HS –

    The Limit Does Not Exist
                                  Sharon Academy – Team White Acorns

AIKEN/TASC ROBUSTNESS AWARDS
1st prize $500          Mt. Abraham Union HS –

   Team - The No Names
2nd prize $200         Bellows Free Academy, St. Albans –

   Team The Grizzlys
3rd prize $100          Mt. Abraham Union HS – Team Plan B

AIKEN/TASC PSA VIDEO AWARDS
1st prize $500          MAU, Mount Anthony Union High School
2nd prize $200          Nova, Albert D. Lawton Intermediate School
tie 3rd prize $100    Missisquoi Valley Union HS, 

   Team: The Four Corner’s 
                                 Missisquoi Valley Union HS, Team

   The Other Guys

Virtual tour project at the
Green Mountain Audubon Center

Written by Breanna Dooling, Maeve Poleman, Haddie
Webster, and Bailey Willett

Guest column from Camel’s Hump Middle School Students
Audubon. When you hear that word, what comes to mind? Is it the

place where you walk your dogs, bring your kids, go on a field trip, or
is it some other experience unique to you? Placed in the center of our
community, the Green Mountain Audubon Center is a place that is
treasured and preserved by local residents. The expanse of land is
such a distinctive place, everyone should know about it. So that’s
why forty 7th graders from teacher Sandra Fary’s Sequoia team at
Camels Hump Middle School collaborated with Walt Poleman’s UVM
sophomores to embark on a Virtual Tour Project as a community
service project for the Audubon Center. Staff  hopes to offer visitors
an online virtual tour of the Center that features ten of the habitats/
destinations on the property, and provides them with natural history,
phenology, and habitat information for each site (e.g., Peeper Pond,
Hayfield, Sugarbush, Early-successional Habitat, Beaver Pond, Hem-
lock Forest, Forest Canopy, Horseshoe Bend, Lookout Rock, and
Office/Education Barn). 

Using GPS units and data collecting gear, middle level and college
students spent the day in teams investigating everything from soil
characteristics to natural disturbances. Once data was collected, stu-
dents returned to their classroom to collate the digital images, sketches
and scientific data. Using technology tools such as Google Earth,
Google Maps, FlipVideo cameras and Blog sites, students down-
loaded their information. Soon you will be able to be view, in extensive
detail, all about the Audubon’s unique sites. Open for viewing are
pictures, birds-eye view sketches, poems, data, and videos, all gath-
ered by Sequoia students. Our goal is to create a 3-dimensional effect
that will hopefully encourage everyone to go out and witness the
beauty of the Audubon firsthand. Below is a description of students’
experiences at four of the sites.

The Staircase by Maeve Poleman
One site that the students are collecting data from is the Staircase.

This site has a fun, stacked-up staircase climbing a steep slope. It is
placed in the center of a beautiful grove in a Northern Hardwood
Forest. Thin trees are sparkling with dappled sunshine and the forest
is speckled with dark green conifers. The floor of the forest is covered
in a thick layer of colorful leaves. This spot is amazing because it
allows you to view the forest from many different levels. As you
ascend the wooden staircase, you also rise up in the forest. This
allows you to see the forest from a bird’s-eye view -- the canopy. You
see the branches and leaves and the tops of the trees.

The Hayfield by Bailey Willett
Across the road, down the worn wooden stairs lays the hayfield.

Quiet whispers of winds cross my face.  Nothing but a sea of creamy
whites and dusty browns swirl in the wind like a mug of hot choco-
late. Birds sing in the spring and summer and quiet in the fall. My
group and I are the scientists, the caretakers of this place, if you will.
Voles are said to live here, but we don’t see a single one. The wondrous
place must be shown to all of Vermont and its people, but how? My
manners. My group of other Sequoia students and I were assigned to
the hayfield to collect field data on this site and provide it for the
thriving Vermont communities. From soil samples to looking for ani-
mal tracks, we covered it all for you. One whole bunch of students
plus one bunch of UVM students plus Audubon equals an awesome
community service project. After all, why not show the hard work
that the people have put into this to preserve and protect what a
beautiful spot this is?

The Sugarbush by Haddie Webster 
I walk through the woods not making a sound. Look around; this

land is full of sugar maple trees.  All around me the forest is exploding
with life: bugs crawling up trees, birds making their nests, and squir-
rels running around the earthen floor. Now I try even harder to be
silent - —so as not to disturb the little minds hard at work in the sun.
As I walk, I feel like a giant, walking through a land of humans. Each
of my steps is like an earthquake, thudding on the ground. Above me,
the sun shines down, and for a second it hits our clearing, and I can see
everything. The light shines on my face and I can feel the heat of its
touch. Now the sun has left, left me alone except for the life around
me.

The Peeper Pond by Breanna Dooling
Being named “The Peeper Pond,” you would think that you would

only hear one thing at this Audubon site - peepers - but at this time of
year with ice covering the pond, all peepers were silent. The most
common sound to be heard was the roar of occasional passing cars on
the Huntington Road. The Peeper Pond is a very popular site to visit
at the Audubon center in Huntington. The site’s area consists of a
small meadow and a cattail-covered pond. The meadow spills into an
evergreen forest with paths that lead all over the center. The Peeper
Pond receives quite a lot of sunlight because it is very open; the only
trees in the area are on the surrounding borderline. As for animal
presence, there weren’t many species to be spotted. This is probably
due to the human activity that often occurs in that area, as well as the
season. In the spring, the pond is normally teeming with life, like
peepers and other frogs. We did spot a
few bird nests and hear quite a few birds
calling to each other in the distance. At
this site I worked with three of my
classmates to determine the pH of the
soil, sketch a bird’s eye view map, mea-
sure the field, write poems, take pic-
tures and videos, and much more.

Quiet chirps of the small grasshop-
pers fill my ears. This place grows and
grows more over the long years.

The river rushing below sends water
to all, resulting in drinks for all who
answer nature’s wild call.

Wind rustles through my hair as if to
give me a silly dare. “Run faster than
the voles. Be sure to not fall into any
holes.”

People, who don’t ever see such
dainty plants and such, are missing way
too much.

If you yearn to hear the rush of wa-
ter, the wind in your hair, and where
the grass rolls on and on,

There’s only one place called the
Audubon.

NOTE: All ten of the sites students
explored will be available online.  In the
next few months, look for the Virtual
Tour link on the Audubon’s website at
http://vt.audubon.org/centers.html

Forty 7th graders at Camels Hump
Middle School collaborated with
Walt Poleman’s UVM sophomores to
embark on a Virtual Tour Project as a
community service project for the
Audubon Center.

PHOTOS CONTRIBUTED
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CHIMNEY SWEEP / REPAIRS

AUTOMOTIVE RECYCLING

YOU
CALL!

WE
HAUL!

We Pick Up and Pay for Junk Automobiles!

Route 15
Hardwick

802-472-5100

3842 Dorset Lane
Williston

802-793-9133

AUTOMOTIVE REPAIR

LEGAL NOTICE

CLASSIFIEDS

OFFICIAL WARNING
ANNUAL MEETING

JERICHO UNDERHILL PARK DISTRICT

The legal voters of the towns of Jericho and Underhill in the County of Chittenden and the State of
Vermont are hereby warned and notified to meet at the Deborah Rawson Memorial Library (project
room) in Jericho, Vermont on Wednesday, January 19, 2011 at 7:00 PM to act on the following
articles:

Article 1. Election of a Moderator

Article 2. Act on Report of Trustees

Article 3. Shall the District authorize the Trustees to borrow
                                                money for the temporary needs of the District?

Article 4. Adoption of a budget of $24, 124.00

Article 5. Other business thought proper when met.

Dated at Jericho, Vermont, December 10, 2010

Livy Strong     Chair
Franco Gatti     Vice-Chair
Fred Lawrence       Treasurer

CHILDCARE NEEDED
Reliable Sitter needed to care for 18 months old child in my home.
20-30 hrs. per week, schedule will vary. Off Sundays. MUST be
willing to work flexible schedule. $550/week depending on hours
worked. If interested, please email Gabriel75312@gmail.com.

FOR SALE
Gordini goggles for skiing and snowboarding: Men’s $27.50, Jun-
ior $22.50; Children $16.50 at Johnson Farm and Garden. 635-
7282.

Scarves, elegant and beautiful! Light weight, Heavy weight and
Pashminos!! New shipment just in. Johnson Farm and Garden.
635-7282.

Xmas Eve Red PJs! Infant and childs; one piece plain or print; 2
piece prints. Women’s night dresses, Men’s Carhartt red union
thermal suit with back door! Johnson Farm and Garden. 635-7282.

FREE Carhartt Holiday Promotion – Buy $100 worth of Carhartt
and get a FREE Carhartt Polo Shirt!! Johnson Farm and Garden.
635-7282.

FREE Audubon authentic bird call Bird with $100 of kids cloth-
ing! Johnson Farm and Garden. 635-7282.

Paw Protection from Snow, Salt and Ice for your Dog!! Protects
and restores moisture! Johnson Farm and Garden. 635-7282.

Baby Shoes now in at Johnson Farm and Garden. 635-7282.

Closeouts on shoes and clothing! Huge inventory for whole fam-
ily! Johnson Farm and Garden. 635-7282.

Kids clothes just in by Hatley. Carhartt, Patagonia, Columbia. 0-
20 yrs. Sharp colors and styles!! Johnson Farm and Garden. 635-
7282.

VT Fleece (Made in Hyde Park for 20 years!) now at Johnson
Farm and Garden. 635-7282. Fleece/nylon-tote blankets, hooded
scarves, wrap sweaters, tassel hats with adjustable cord! Can order
blankets, horse blankets, dog coats-monogrammed.

John Deere shirts, some with hats just in, 12 months and up
(including adults)! Horse onesies 3 mo. and up; purple skirts with
tights, top with horse and pants to match, 4 and up. Moose, exca-
vator, bulldozer and farm shirts! Tractor raincoats with boots and
umbrella to match! Johnson Farm and Garden. 635-7282.

Appliance Department now at Johnson Hardware and Rental!!!
Washers, dryers, ranges, refrigerators, microwaves, chest and up-
right freezers – Maytag, Whirlpool, Amana and Kitchen Aid! De-
livery and service available too! 635-7282. Small appliances too!!!

Patagonia, Columbia and Carhartt. New fall arrivals! Vibrant
colors. Super feeling materials. Johnson Farm & Garden. 635-7282.

High Visibilty Carhartt. Class 2 and Class 31 36mm Hi-Vis rain
jacket Boss Special for only $16.99. Or can order for your com-
pany with your logo! Johnson Farm and Garden. 635-7282.

Darn Tough Socks. Made in Vermont!!! Lifetime Guarantee! Men,
Women, and Kids – many styles, colors and designs! Used by U.S.
Military (they are scent-locked to prevent odor)! New deer hunting
socks – cushioned Merino wool polyester blend infused with char-
coal to eliminate odors. Johnson Farm and Garden. 635-7282.

Icy Sidewalks: Yaktrax (Pro and Walker). Diamond grip ice trek-
kers and stabilizers! Help prevent falls! Johnson Farm and Garden.
635-7282.

It’s Amazing! People say the first time coming to Johnson Farm
and Garden, Hardware and Rental! Looks small but it’s huge!! Over
25,000 sq. ft. Everything you need under. We can order. Clothing
for men, women and kids up to 6XXXXXX!  Patagonia, Carhartt,
Columbia, is 25% off always! Also, up to size 17 shoes! Huge

plumbing, , electrical, heating dept.! Sports, John Deere etc., Toys,
garden, bird feeding, pet supplies and much more. Three genera-
tions, family owned and operated with personal service! 635-7282.

Patagonia Fall clothing now in at Johnson Farm and Garden!
Vibrant fall colors! Dresses, skirts, windbreakers, pants, jackets
and Nano puff jackets sooo soft and supple!! Come and squeeze!
635-7282. Huge clothing store.

Skida Hats – Started by young skier from Burke Mountain Acad-
emy. Colorful lycra prints! Unlined and lined! Also neck gators
too. Now in NH, NY, Wis., Idaho and Alaska and made in Vermont.
Johnson Farm & Garden. 635-7282.

Sophisticated Tall Leather Boots with zipper and wedge heel!
Also wedged heel shoes! Both have vibram soles for traction and
are super comfortable!! Made by Merrell! Johnson Farm and Gar-
den. 635-7282.

Xmas Wish List at Johnson Farm and Garden!!! Write them in our
book – Tell your Family to check out your wishes!! We have
personal service to help you with your shopping!!! 635-7282.
Lists for Toys, Clothing, Footwear or Misc! Gifts For Everyone
On Your List!!! Stocking Stuffers!

Babouches Slippers for Your Boots!! Slip on over your boots!!
Slip on over your boots entering houses – No tracking on floors!
Johnson Farm and Garden. 635-7282.

Patagonia Hemp Shirts for men! Also Hemp Shoes for men and
women! Johnson Farm and Garden. 635-7282.

Headquarters for hats, gloves, mittens, scarves, face masks, hel-
met liners, Elmer Fudd’s, Gaitors. For whole Family! Also L Bow
mittens for kids. – Goes over the elbows. Johnson Farm and Gar-
den. 635-7282.

Kong Cat Scratchers. Satisfies natural instinct to scratch to push
sheath back on their nails. Johnson Farm and Garden. 635-7282.

Carhartt Work-Dry; Patagonis Capilene; Columbia omni-dry;
Rocky-scent control. Also: Polar Max underwear for men, women,
and children! Johnson Farm and Garden. 635-7282.

Unique Toys! Now at Johnson Hardware and Rental!!! Or-
ganic makeup for tweens; Green Science projects; The Little Expe-
rience sew and knit projects; Art and Craft supplies; Melissa and
Doug, John Deere and Bruder; Legos; Bryer horses; Schleich, Nerf;
Music Section: much, much, more!! Do not need to go to Burlington!
Wooden toys; even adult Ravensbue puzzles and board games;
Ride ons: Peg Pergo! Many stocking stuffers! 635-7282.

Kelty Supplies: Backpacks, sleeping bags, coolers, camp chairs,
lunch packs. Johnson Hardware and Rental. 635-7282.

TSL Snowshoes made is Vermont by ex-Tubb employees when
Tubb moved to China!! Johnson Hardware and Rental. 635-7282.

For Sale. End of Season Sale: C.A.M. Glass discontinued firsts,
quality seconds. Sunday December 19, 1:00-5:00 PM, 20 Bentley
Lane Jericho. (802) 899-1235.

SERVICES
HOUSE CLEANING - honest, reliable, thorough, references.

Call 849-6874.

SWEPT AWAY CLEANING, discreet, reliable, honest. 899-
4679. 12/16

NEW ROOFS - Asphalt, all metals, rubber membrane. Esti-
mates, insurance, local references. Roofing Guy, Cambridge, 730-
2961.

WANTED
I BUY OLD BOOKS – also letters, documents, ledgers, diaries,

etc. Marie Tedford, (802) 899-4447, or email mtreverie@comcast.net

Carol Smith    Secretary
Jim Dougherty
Bill Baldwin
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WELDING

MOVING

Moving things in, around and out of VermontMoving things in, around and out of VermontMoving things in, around and out of VermontMoving things in, around and out of VermontMoving things in, around and out of Vermont

SOUND LAB

www.woodscapesforestry.com

COMPUTER SERVICE / DESIGN

FIREWOOD / FORESTRY

LANDSCAPING / MAINTENANCE

GUNSMITH

BCBeemanBuilt.com

Place Your ad Here!
2 columns x 1.5” - $90 for 5 issues. ($18 each)
2 columns x 3” - $115 for 5 issues. ($23 each)
2 columns x 4” - $175 for 5 issues ($35 each)

Call Brenda at 802-453-6354
or email: mtgazette@earthlink.net

We’ll never say,

“Can’t do it till
next month!”

Because we specialize in small carpentry and
repair jobs you will never hear us say,

“Too small, Too busy.”

Call us today!

Village Carpentry
and Woodworking

Jericho, Vermont
800-4209

• Wonderful Local References • ADA Accessibility

HOME IMPROVMENT

PLANT & STONE
BUILD/DESIGN

• PLOWING/ SHOVELING

• CONSTRUCTION

• MASONRY & TILE

802.373.8111
Schedulingfor Winter& Springwww.plantandstone.com

plantstone@gmail.com

PAINTING

...a transformative experience

Interior & Exterior
Painting

Professional painting featuring
Benjamin Moore and Cabot Paints

(802) 899-5004
online portfolio @ www.topcoatfinishes.com

LANDSCAPING / MAINTENANCE
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