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Manosh has the latest 
technology and qualified 

technicians to assist with your 
underground infrastructure.

For all of your residential, 
municipal, and business 

storm water & wastewater needs.
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The BRMS MathCounts Competition Team with Coach Suzanne McDevitt. 
                                                                                                                        PHOTO CONTRIBUTED

BRMS 8th grader qualifies 
for National Math Tournament

Saturday-Tuesday, May 7-10. This is NOT 
virtual and the MathCounts organization is 
flying Henry and three other Vermont Mathletes 
to Washington D.C., where they will stay and 
dine at the Renaissance Hotel while practicing 

and competing. Good luck, Henry!
(Answers to the questions above: 125/4; and 

two chickens).

CAR thanks 
community for fundraiser 
supporting Ukraine

The Cambridge Area Rotary would like to 
thank the community for its enormous support 
of our ShelterBox fundraiser campaign, 
culminating in our Night to Support Ukraine 
event on Friday, April 1 at the Jeffersonville 
Second Congregational Church. This was a 
very special evening where we learned from 
Kevin and Elena Spensley about Ukraine, 
from a personal point of view, including the 
political history between Ukraine and Russia 
that brought us to where we are today. Frances 
Jeffries, a ShelterBox representative, was also 
present to talk about the good work they do.

When we began this very important 
fundraising campaign, we had no idea where it 
would lead and what the response would be. We 
are overwhelmed with gratitude.

Together as a community we have raised 
over $18,000 to purchase ShelterBox kits for 
Ukrainian refugees.

Through Rotary International, Cambridge 
Area Rotary has a long relationship with 
ShelterBox USA, the organization that provides 
sturdy shelters and home goods to displaced 
people globally. Each ShelterBox kit can house 
up to ten people, so together we are helping up 
to 180 people as a community regain such a 
basic need as shelter.

If you would like to donate, we are still taking 
online donations at www.rotarycambridge.org/
Ukraine, or you can send a check to P.O. Box 
96, Cambridge, VT 05444. Please make checks 
payable to Cambridge Area Rotary and write 
Ukraine in the memo.

If you would like to watch a replay of 
Night to Support Ukraine, you can watch 
it online at https://us02web.zoom.us/rec/
share/BbI4wJyyzVfreaPuyZEC31jJ3vI_
lZrbRCsLehhxIwpGZGsVP2Wo88Vtwt_

By Phyl Newbeck
Special to the Mountain Gazette

Back in 2008, a small group of Jericho 
residents got together to plan the writing of the 
third history of Jericho. The first history covers 
the years 1763-1916 and the second is devoted 
to 1913-1963. The goal was to create a third 
volume covering the years 1963-2013. After 
interviewing a variety of citizens and soliciting 
written contributions from others, the group 
completed the project late last year. Roughly 
220 of the books have already been sold.

The 415-page clothbound volume was edited 
by a team of seven volunteers. (Full disclosure: 
I was part of that team.) There are sections 
devoted to business, government, sports, music, 
schools, libraries, houses of worship, roads, 
and natural history, as well as an appendix 
listing everyone who has served in municipal 
government. There is a section devoted to family 

This school year, a lively group of 
Browns River Middle School (BRMS) 
student “mathletes” met weekly after school, 
November-February, to play games and solve 
tough math problems. The BRMS MathClub 
is a member of the National MathCounts 
Program and is eligible to send four students 
through the Competition Series. Henry 
Rogers (8th grade), Eli Wimette (8th grade), 
Micah Foster (7th grade), and Seamus Dumas 
(7th grade) competed individually and as a 
“virtual” team in the Northwest Vermont 
Chapter Competition in February.

Three students’ scores moved them on 
to the state competition held in March. The 
state competition was also virtual, but the 
BRMS mathletes met “in-person” in Coach 
McDevitt’s classroom. After a hearty meal of 
Mountain High Pizza Pie, the students worked 
for approximately two hours on two plates of 
cookies and 40 problems like the ones below. 

“The number a is 5 times as large as b. The 
sum of a and b is 15. What is the value of the 
product ab? Express your answer as a common 
fraction.”

“A nonzero number of goats, each with four 
legs, and a nonzero number of chickens, each 
with two legs, are living on a farm. Between 
all the animals, there are 3/8 as many heads as 
there are legs. Assuming that all animals have 
all of their limbs, what is the fewest possible 
number of chickens on the farm?”

Congratulations to Henry Rogers, who 
placed second in the State and will represent 
Vermont at the National Competition, 

The Third History of Jericho: 1963-2013
histories and there are a number of narratives 
about changes the town has seen during the five 
decades covered by the tome.

Gary Irish, often referred to as Jericho’s 
unofficial historian, is proud of the part he 
played in getting the third history to press. 
“It’s good to preserve history,” he said. “The 
town did that with volumes one and two and 
it would have been a shame to let everything 
fall into oblivion.” He noted that many people 
are less interested in the general history than 
in the genealogies, which were submitted by 
several families. Irish was disappointed that 
there weren’t more people willing to submit 
their family trees for that section, with many 
protesting — wrongly, from his perspective — 
that their history in town was not long enough 
for inclusion.

Irish said the first history of Jericho was paid 
for and printed by the town and distributed to 

every home. “The things we look up now on the 
Internet,” he said, “people would look up in the 
book. It got a fair amount of use.” He notes that 
the first history covered a longer period of time, 
but the third volume is comparable in coverage 
to volume two. Irish was uncertain how many 
other towns have written histories but said that 
the country’s bicentennial celebration in 1976 
was the impetus for many towns, Underhill 
being one, to start documenting their history.

Irish has a BA in history from the University 
of Vermont, but he has never worked in the field. 
“I was a history major,” he said, “but I needed 
a part-time job and got one at IBM and ended 
up staying there for 39 years.” Irish’s interest in 
history stems from his grandmother who lived 
with the family until he was a teenager. “She 
would talk about local history and that got me 
interested in the field,” he said. After retiring 

REMEMBER MOM ON 
MOTHER’S DAY
SUNDAY, MAY 8 

WITH A GIFT FROM A LOCALLY 
OWNED BUSINESS.
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NEWS BRIEFS

Jericho USPS mail delivery update
By Lisa Laughlin, Postmaster, Jericho Post Office

April 12
Thank you, Jericho residents, for your continued patience and 

understanding as we navigate through two vacant routes (carri-
ers out long term). While packages and mail will be delivered by 
subs, it could be slow and customers may even find a delay in 
their mail delivery.

Please know we are all doing our best and working our hard-
est. In the meantime, feel free to reach out to me anytime 802-
899-3202 with any questions. Thank you again for your kindness 
and consideration during this time, it is so appreciated!

Backyard burning in Cambridge: 
what is and is not okay to burn

From Donald Lange, Cambridge Town Health Officer
and Mark Nash, Deputy Town Health Officer

Your Cambridge Town Board of Health would like to remind 
folks about what is and is not allowed to be burned outside.

It is okay to burn: natural wood (timber, logs, boles, trunks, 
branches, limbs, stumps, untreated lumber), clean wood pallets, 
leaves, and brush.

Prohibited and NOT OKAY TO BURN: garbage, tires, rub-
ber, plastic, waste oil, asphalt materials, asbestos, pressure-treat-
ed wood, or plywood.

Burning trash and debris is illegal and releases many harmful 
pollutants.

Any outdoor fire larger than a backyard campfire requires a 
burn permit. These can be obtained at the Cambridge Village 
Market and are free of charge. Please note that fires must be 
attended to at all times and leaving any fire unattended is a vio-
lation of the permitted fire.

Outdoor fire regulations are the law. Violators can be ticketed 
and fined. Failure to pay the assessed fine can result in, among 
other things, loss of one’s hunting/fishing license.

Please help keep our community safe from harmful pollut-
ants. Thank you.

Jericho is missing 430 dogs
Dog registration is still open for Jericho residents who are dog 

owners to obtain a 2022 dog license. As of March 31, there were 
still 430 dogs to register.

If you have a new puppy, you can wait until it is six months 
old, and it needs to have the rabies vaccine before it can be reg-
istered.

Go online to https://jerichovt.org/green-up-day? for license 
registration forms. To renew your dogs’ registration, you can use 
“Quick Renewal Response” for all dogs in you family as long as 
a current rabies vaccine is on file with the town.

If you have a new dog or a new rabies certificate, use the sec-
ond “Dog Registration” form, which allows you to upload the 
rabies certificate.

The cost to license your dog is $13 if neutered/spayed, or $17 
if not. Payment and a valid rabies certificate are required to com-
plete the registration process.

You can register your dog at the Town Clerk’s office Mon-
day-Thursday, 8:00 AM – 12:00 PM and 1:00 – 4:00 PM, and on 
Friday, 8:00 AM – 12:00 PM.

Westford dogs, too
By Callie Hamdy, Westford Town Clerk

Westford Dog Licenses were due on April 1! Didn’t get your 
licenses done on time? No worries, bring or send your rabies 
certificate and registration fee to the Westford Town Office at 
1713 VT Rt. 128, Westford, VT 05494.

You can come inside the office during our normal open hours, 
or mail or drop the rabies certificate and fee in the dropbox to the 
left of the door. If you don’t come in person we also appreciate 
an addressed and stamped envelope for the return of the license 
tag. The late fee for spayed/neutered dogs is $14 and the late fee 
for intact dogs is $17.

Did you know that Vermont law requires that all dogs be vac-
cinated for rabies and licensed in their town of residence? Not 
only it is the law, but licensing your dog can help return your 
dog to you more quickly if they are ever lost; and a portion of 
the funds to license your dog goes to the VSNIP program, which 
provides affordable spay and neuter services to those in need 
around the state.\

Do your part today and license your dog!

Public comment sought on draft 
Cambridge Energy Plan

The Cambridge Planning Commission is seeking comments 
on the Draft Cambridge Enhanced Energy Plan. The purpose of 
this plan is to act as a guide for future renewable energy develop-
ment in the community and promote energy efficiency measures 
to reduce the community’s vulnerability to rising energy costs. 
The draft plan can be viewed on the Town of Cambridge website 
at https://cambridgetownvt.documents-on-demand.com/docu-
ment/b2b1779e-ae8e-ec11-a369-000c29a59557/Cambridge%20
Energy%20Plan%20Version%209.&fromFrame=1.

The Cambridge Planning Commission took comments at their 
April 18 meeting. To submit comments, please email Meghan 
Rodier, Regional Planner, at meghan@lcpcvt.org by Sunday, 
May 1.

Enhanced Energy Plans are developed in accordance with Act 
174 energy planning standards. This provides an avenue for mu-
nicipalities to strengthen the municipality’s voice in the Section 
248 Energy Siting process. Adopted and regionally confirmed 
municipal enhanced energy plans receive substantial deference, 
giving the policies and actions in the “Municipal Plan” a stronger 
voice in the Section 248 review process.

For more information on Act 174 or Section 248, visit the Ver-
mont Department of Public Service’s website https://publicser-
vice.vermont.gov/.

Jericho to conduct ARPA Survey 2.0
By John Abbott, Jericho Town Administrator

The Town of Jericho is receiving $1,493,000 million in fed-
eral economic relief funding through the American Rescue Plan 
Act of 2021. ARPA funding has been referred to as a “once in 
a generation opportunity” for communities to address the most 
important and needed projects.

We conducted a survey during the Fall of 2021 and several 
priorities rose to the top as indicated by the responses of our 
neighbors. The goal for this survey is to ask that you help us take 
a deeper dive into the already identified priorities, an effort to 
further understand and direct Jericho’s ARPA funding initiative. 
This part of the survey will remain live until June 1, 2022. Please 
complete yours today! Find the survey online at: https://jerichovt.
org/embeds/projects/12841/survey-tools/12085?utm_source=e-
hq_newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=ehq-AR-
PA-Survey-and-Conversations&utm_source=ehq&utm_medi-
um=email&utm_campaign=website

We have also created a webpage where you can leave com-
ments, engage in dialogue with other community members, and 
receive news updates. Be sure that you register on the right side-
bar to stay informed. We encourage you to become part of “Join 
in Jericho” site. Please review other pages we have created to 
inform neighbors regarding municipal activity in Jericho!

Mobbs Farm conservation complete
By John Abbott, Jericho Town Administrator

A note of gratitude to the Mobbs Farm Committee for success-
fully conserving this important community space. It has taken 
Mobbs Committee Chair Pete Davis and the rest of the commit-
tee team months of work with the Vermont Land Trust to get 
this initiative to the finish line. We are fortunate have such deter-
mined and hard working groups of neighbors working on behalf 
of the wild inhabitants and recreationists.

The river, fields, woods, and trails will remain wild, open, and 
undeveloped — forever. This project demonstrates the best of 
neighbor-to-neighbor engagement, municipal commitment, and 
belief that special places like the Mobbs Farm should be experi-
enced by generations to come.

Thanks, Mobbs Committee. Your effort has made lots of wild-
life, dogs, hikers, bikers, and skiers happier and more grateful to 
call Jericho their home. Keep up the good work!

Brush cutting Westford town roads
By Nanette Rogers, Westford Town Administrator

(Posted on behalf of the Selectboard and Road Foreman)
The Westford Highway Dept. has been clearing roadside brush 

and overhanging branches for the last few years in an effort to get 
the overgrowth under control. Many sections of road have be-
come severely overgrown. Westford has about 40 miles of road; 
that’s 80 miles of roadside to maintain. Cutting and maintaining 
by hand has not proven to be an effective means of control or the 
best use of man-hours. What the machine can do in a few days 
would take the crew a month. With many other projects to take 
care of, there isn’t enough time.

Roadside right-of-way brush clearing is an area of mainte-
nance that the Road Crew pursues year-round. There are several 
important reasons that the roadsides should be kept free of trees, 
branches, brush, and other obstructions. Trees and roads do not 
coexist very well. If we are to accommodate trees in a proximity 
to roads, it would be to the detriment of roads and traffic in var-
ious ways. Residents need to understand that if we are going to 
preserve trees near and a large canopy over our roads, they must 
be prepared to spend more money more frequently in various 
ways for road use and maintenance. Particular problems with 
vegetation in Town right-of-ways include:

• Trees in close proximity to the edge of the roads represent 
an increased direct contact hazard to vehicles. Even if contact is 
avoided, excessive growth along roadways tends to force traffic 
toward the centerline, reducing mutual clearance with on-coming 
traffic. This is a liability issue.

• Excessive brush in intersection right-of-way areas presents 
sightline obstructions and increases the risk of vehicular acci-
dents in these areas. This is a liability issue.

• Excessive growth along roadways reduces accessible areas 
for pedestrian traffic, and forces walkers and bikers closer to the 
centerline, increasing potential for accidents.

• Excessive trees, limbs, and brush in right-of-way may ob-
struct visibility of street and traffic signs. This is a liability issue.

• In addition to sightline problems, low growth extending over 
the edge of the road nudges traffic toward the centerline, thus 
reducing the separation zone between opposing lanes of travel. 
Additionally, overhanging branches present a particular hazard 
to larger trucks, including the Town’s plow trucks. Town plow 

trucks have sustained costly damage related to contact with 
low-hanging branches.

• Low brush and clutter in the shoulder areas degrades snow-
plowing efforts. In snow-prone areas, clear road shoulders are 
essential as snow shelf areas for storage of plowed snow. Ob-
structions in the shoulder areas hinder proper clearing of the road 
surfaces, and even distribution of plowed snow.

• Heavy, wet snow collects on brush and branches, causing 
them to hang into the road and damaging town trucks and other 
vehicles.

• Excessive canopy in roadside areas hinders the drying and 
melting processes for residual moisture on road surfaces that re-
lates also to travel safety. Sun exposure and air movement at the 
road surface are key factors in enhancing melting and drying.

• Road deterioration is accelerated by prolonged exposure to 
moisture, frost, and freezing. Thus, improving drying conditions 
is an investment in our road maintenance program.

• Trees in close proximity to roads increase the quantity of 
leaves shed onto the road. Leaves in road surfaces usually end up 
obstructing proper drainage of storm water, and may sometimes 
also create slippery driving conditions in rain events.

• Trees in close proximity to roads increase the probability of 
blow-down and ice storm impacts. Because of particular storm 
impacts (or even randomly), trees and limbs may fall into or over 
the roadway, impeding traffic, or into utility lines, disrupting ser-
vice.

• Excessive canopy and growth along roadways diminishes 
lighting conditions. Clearing improves visibility by enhancing 
the access of natural light.

• Also, moving the clearing limit further from the edge of the 
roadway discourages some wildlife activity close to the road. If 
entering the right-of-way, clearing improves sightlines for wild-
life, giving it and motorists greater margin for mutual visual con-
tact, and thus tending to reduce the potential for accidents involv-
ing animals. To clear right-of-way areas, the Road Crew uses a 
roadside mower for low brush and small overhanging branches. 
We make reasonable efforts to communicate with residents about 
the larger efforts, but it is impracticable to make specific notifica-
tion in every instance, particularly for roadside mowing.

• Residents are strongly urged not to plant new shrubs or trees 
within the right-of-way, or near the right-of-way that would 
eventually extend branches into it. Though residents are not 
discouraged from maintaining and beautifying Town property 
(particularly roadside right-of way areas), the Town offers no 
guarantee that items placed within or otherwise growing on or 
into Town property will be immune from efforts of the Town to 
maintain roads.

• Residents who have bushes or trees that already exist in the 
right-of-way area are strongly encouraged to relocate them on 
their own property, if possible, or trim them back as much as 
possible. If trimming efforts are inadequate, the growth will still 
be subject to Town maintenance efforts.

Finally, it is important to have an aggressive and regular road 
right-of-way clearing program to ensure that trees are eliminat-
ed at the earliest stage possible. We understand that it can be 
a shock and unsightly at first, but as spring brings leaves and 
new growth, the roadsides will fill in again. A proactive program 
helps to avoid the more difficult problems that arise when trees 
have been allowed to grow to a larger size where they are both 
more costly to remove and provide greater aesthetic value.

Underhill/Jericho Riverside 
Meadow preserved

Jericho Underhill Land Trust (JULT) is extremely pleased to 
announce that the Riverside Meadow was purchased by JULT on 
Thursday, March 24, 2022.

This acquisition means that the meadow will remain a produc-
tive hayfield and that the extraordinary view of Mount Mansfield, 
through Mills Riverside Park, will remain intact. The Jericho Un-
derhill Park District also receives an easement that allows main-
tenance and emergency vehicles access off the driveway. This is 
critical as the park’s bridge cannot handle larger vehicles.

We want to thank our community of supporters for their gen-
erosity that was displayed as we sought to raise $200,000 in just 
three months. This was a very tight timeline, and we are thrilled 
that it was met! JULT matched $25,000 in donations, which 
helped us meet our goal as well.

The extraordinary success of this fundraising effort points to 
the shared interest that our community has for keeping land pro-
ductive, scenic vistas intact, and wildlife habitat and corridors 
open. Thank you for supporting this conservation work, which 
helps protect the lands that we all care about. Current and future 
generations will continue to benefit from the purchase of the Riv-
erside Meadow, and JULT thanks you!

Krusch Nature Preserve
management plan meeting, May 1

Residents of the Town of Cambridge (and other interested 
people) are invited to take part in this informational session and 
public discussion on developing a Long-Term Management Plan 
for the Krusch Preserve, to be held on Sunday, May 1, 1:00 – 
3:00 PM at the Cambridge Elementary School.

Conservation easements on the property restrict its use to pub-
lic recreation on foot. The new trail has been in daily use for 
a year now; many people have visited and will have firsthand 
input, and some may just be interested in learning more about 
this new town forest.

The session will start with the opportunity to visit six “sta-
tions” with displays to look at and Conservation Commission 
and Steering Committee members and other experts to talk with. 
Topics will range from forests to educational programs and the 
wildlife of the Preserve, from Vermont Land Trust conservation 
easements to inventories and trail maps. An open forum discus-
sion will follow. Public input will be solicited throughout, both 
in written form and in discussion. Jonathan Wood (Woody) has 
agreed to facilitate the discussion. The information will then be 
compiled into a recommended plan to be presented to the Town 
Selectboard, which has the final decision-making authority.

See the Preserve webpage on the Town website for more infor-
mation, including Jonathan Wood’s Forest Inventory and Anal-

News briefs continued on page 3
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COMING EVENTS

Tuesday, April 19
Update with Underhill/Jericho legislators, 6:00 PM, on 

Zoom. Join your local representatives George Till and Trevor 
Squirrell for an update on the current legislative session. Regis-
tration required; please email program_assistant@drml.org.

Wednesday, April 20
Craft Group, 6:00 – 8:00 PM, Underhill Town Hall (upstairs), 

Underhill Center. Gather your current craft project and join us for 
a couple of hours of socializing, and productivity of course! The 
group meets every two weeks. All are welcome. For questions or 
more information contact Amy Tower, 802-355-9671 or atower-
invt@gmail.com.

Thursday, April 21
What’ s a Timberdoodle? 7:00 – 8:00 PM, online. Friends 

of Missisquoi National Wildlife Refuge and the Green Moun-
tain Audubon Society welcome University of Maine PhD stu-
dent Liam Berigan to share the important work he has been 
doing tracking the American Woodcock. This informative pre-
sentation will cover the ecology of this elusive forest-dwelling 
shorebird, and delve into the evolving understanding of wood-
cock migration. We will specifically take a look at the migration 
patterns of some of Vermont’ s tagged birds. Free. To register 
visit https://www.eventbrite.com/e/meet-the-timberdoodle-tick-
ets-215742982067.

Friday-Sunday, April 22-24
55th VT Maple Festival, three days, throughout St. Albans. 

The 55th Vermont Maple Festival is a celebration of Vermont’ s 
first agricultural crop of the year: Maple Syrup. Events will begin 
on Friday, April 22, 12:00 PM, with our annual Milk & Maple 
Toast followed by entertainment on the Main Street stage, chil-
dren’s entertainment in the park, maple concessions, and food 
vendors. For information, go online to https://vermontmaple.org/
vermont-maple-festival.

Champlain Valley Quilt Guild Quilt Show, 9:00 AM – 
5:00 PM Friday-Saturday, 12:00 – 3:00 PM Sunday, St. Law-
rence Holy Family Parish Hall, 30 Lincoln St., Essex Junction 
(near Amtrak and bus station). Finally, after a three-year hiatus, 
the Champlain Valley Quilt Guild is sponsoring another show! 
Come celebrate spring, and all things quilt. Quilts exhibited by 
the Champlain Valley Quilters Guild of Vermont. For more infor-
mation, go online to http://CVQGVT.org. Sewing machines, craft 
vendors, competition quilts, and special exhibits. Admission $8, 
children under 12 free. All are welcome!

Saturday, April 23
Pushing through your genealogy dead ends, 10:30 AM – 

12:00 PM, on Zoom. Genealogist Shari Strahan will use two or 
three examples of dead-end cases to demonstrate how to tackle 
those frustrating (and common) research problems. Not every-
thing is digitized and available online, but more is added all the 
time. We’ ll use various free, and subscription, sites to find new 
information in order to solve these cases. A syllabus will be pro-
vided to help keep your hand from cramping up. Shari’ s special 
focus is immigration to New England, families of Historic Deer-
field, MA, and her Québec and Acadian ancestors. All classes at 
the VT Genealogy Library will be Zoom webinars; cost is $10. 
Please visit our website, www.vtgenlib.org for additional details 
and for registration.

NSSF First Shots class, 9:00 AM – 12:00 PM, Underhill Rod 
and Gun Club, Buchanan Lane, Westford. Free class for new 
firearm owners who would like to get some instruction on the 
basics, sponsored by the National Shooting Sports Foundation. 
Learn the fundamentals of firearm safety! Eye and ear protection, 
firearms, and ammunition will be provided, so you don’ t have to 
bring your own. Email brooklyntech917@gmail.com to reserve a 
seat (seating is limited).

Tuesday, April 26
Burlington Garden Club monthly meeting, 1:00 PM, Faith 

United Methodist Church, 899 Dorset St., S. Burlington. VT 
Land Trust Director of Conservation Liz Thompson will give 
a tour of the beautiful woodland wildflowers that bloom in our 
area in the spring, many before the trees have leafed out to block 
sunlight from the forest floor. Thompson is an ecologist and bot-
anist who has also worked for the Nature Conservancy and the 
VT Natural Heritage Inventory. She has written a book with Eric 
R. Sorenson and Robert J. Zaino, Wetland, Woodland, Wildland: 
a Guide to the Natural Communities of Vermont, 2nd edition 
(2019). Free and open to the public.

Wednesday, April 27
Spring Wildflowers from the Ground Up, 7:00 – 8:00 PM, 

online. Join Ecologist Liz Thompson, VLT Director of Conserva-
tion Science, for a virtual spring wildflower walk, richly illustrat-
ed with beautiful photos. We’ ll look at showy ground-dwelling 
flowers like bloodroot, hepatica, and spring beauty, then move 
off the ground to explore flowering shrubs like leatherwood, 
shadbush, and rhodora. Then we’ ll look at a few tree flowers, 
way up in the forest canopy. We’ ll talk about the plants and their 
relationships to each other and to their soils, and touch a bit on 
pollinators, dispersal strategies, and human uses of some of the 
plants. All the plants will be named, and we’ ll share a few good 
places to go wildflower watching. Perfect for anyone who loves 
spring wildflowers, from beginning naturalists to professionals 
in conservation and natural resource management. For more in-
formation, contact maya@vlt.org; to pre-register, go online to 
https://vlt.org/events/spring-wildflowers/. 

Thursday, April 28
Virtual Wild & Scenic Film Festival, 6:00 PM - 7:00 PM, 

online. Join the Vermont Natural Resources Council (VNRC) for 
this evening of inspiring short films celebrating our environment. 
General admission, $12; admission plus membership, $20. Raffle 
tickets, $5 each. For tickets and more information: https://vnrc.
org/wsff2022. Contact: Colin Keegan, ckeegan@vnrc.org.

Friday-Sunday, April 29-May 1
Macramé Retreat, 4:00 PM Friday – 3:00 PM Sunday, Two 

Sisters retreat house, Main St., Jeffersonville. Spend the weekend 
learning macramé with Kayle Rumley and creating a seat for a 
wooden sling-back chair — both chair and cording included in 
the cost. No experience necessary. Stay on site, or commute to 
the retreat house. For more information, contact Two Sisters at 
802-881-8997 or 2sistersvermont@gmail.com; visit https://www.
twosistersmill.com/retreats to see photos of the project and reg-
istration information.

Saturday, April 30
Fletcher Elementary Car Wash, 10:00 AM – 2:00 PM, Union 

Bank, corner VT Rts. 104 and 128, Fairfax. This combined car 
wash, bake sale, and bottle drive by the Fletcher Elementary 6th 
grade will raise funds for their graduation and ceremony. Please 
come out to support these 6th grade grads!

Sunday, May 1
Vernal Pool Party, 10:30 AM, Lamoille County Nature Cen-

ter, 1600 Cole Hill Rd., Morristown. Amphibians have been busy 
on the move returning to their spring habitats: vernal pools. Want 
to learn more about salamanders, frogs, and fairy shrimp (what 
are those!?)? Join us for an exploratory stroll to the vernal pools. 
Guest speaker Lauren Gibson of the Natural Resource Conserva-
tion Service is a vernal pool expert prepared to guide us through 
the inner workings of a vernal pool, and the critters that rely upon 
them. Family friendly and free to the community. No RSVP re-
quired. Dress to get wet and muddy!

UVM Zoological Collection Museum Day, 11:00 AM – 4:00 
PM, UVM Thompson Zoological Museum, Blundell House, 
Redstone Campus 342 S. Prospect St., Burlington. Are you or 

your family members interested in natural history? Do you find 
bugs cool? Would you like to see a bear skeleton up close, listen 
to underwater whale sounds, try your hand at scientific illustra-
tion, or learn about the secret life of parasites? You can do all 
that and more when you come and see some of the over 360,000 
specimens in our 200-year old collection, collected from loca-
tions all over the world. Free, with fun and educational activities 
for kids 5 and up, and lots to interest guests of all ages. Hope to 
see you there!

PLEASE SAVE THE DATE OF SUNDAY, MAY 1 at 
1:00pm-3:00pm and join us for our Peter A. Krusch Preserve 
Community Public Forum, 1:00 - 3:00 PM, Cambridge Elemen-
tary School gym, Cambridge. Cambridge residents and other in-
terested people are invited to take part in this informational and 
public discussion on developing a Long-Term Management Plan 
for the Krusch Preserve. Here is the website to get more infor-
mation: https://www.cambridge.vermont.gov/cambridge_at_a_
glance/krusch_nature_preserve.php. There will be stations to 
learn about the Forest Plan, Environmental Education, Wildlife 
on the Preserve, the Trail, and the Vermont Land Trust Conser-
vation Easements. We want you to help us decide the Long Term 
Management Plan.

Wednesday, May 4
Craft Group, 6:00 – 8:00 PM, Underhill Town Hall (upstairs), 

Underhill Center. Gather your current craft project and join us for 
a couple of hours of socializing, and productivity of course! The 
group meets every two weeks. All are welcome. For questions or 
more information contact Amy Tower, 802-355-9671 or atower-
invt@gmail.com.

ysis Recommendations, Archeological Assessment of Krusch 
Nature Preserve, Krusch Ecological Report from Vermont Land 
Trust, Conservation Easements, and more.

For more information, go online to https://www.cambridge.
vermont.gov/cambridge_at_a_glance/krusch_nature_preserve.
php.

Underhill PC to form groups 
to plan for housing, climate change 

If you are interested in housing in Underhill or what Underhill 
can do to help address climate change, please consider volun-
teering for one, or both, of the new task forces that the Underhill 
Planning Commission is forming. Below are details on each as 
well as how to learn more if you are interested.

Housing
Are you concerned about the lack of housing and how few 

affordable homes there are in Underhill? The Underhill Planning 
Commission is seeking volunteers to serve on a Housing Task 
Force that will examine ways to increase housing opportunities 
while maintaining Underhill’s rural character. If you are interest-
ed in housing issues in Underhill and have one evening a month 
to donate, please contact Brian Tijan, btijan@gmail.com.

Climate Change
What will Underhill be like with a different climate? Are there 

ways we can prepare for these changes and still be a vibrant ru-
ral community? The Underhill Planning Commission is seeking 
volunteers to serve on a Climate Change Task Force that will 
study and make recommendations to the Planning Commission 
on where to direct our efforts to curb greenhouse gas emissions, 
support renewable energy options, protect and adapt our natural 
resources, and prepare our community for climate changes. You 
can help be part of the solution by volunteering to participate as 

part of the seven-member task force, or by attending the monthly 
Climate Change Task Force meetings. Please contact Sandy Wil-
mot to volunteer or for more information, sandy.wilmot@yahoo.
com.

Opportunity to serve Westford
By Nanette Rogers, Westford Town Administrator

The Clean Water Advisory Committee (CWAC) oversees the 
Chittenden County Regional Planning Commission (CCRPC) 
activities and policy development regarding but not limited 
to, the Vermont Lake Champlain Total Maximum Daily Load 
(TMDL) Plan and its related plans and programs. The Committee 
typically meets the first Tuesday of the month. To view minutes, 
agendas, and other documents, please go to https://www.ccrpcvt.
org/about-us/committees/clean-water-advisory-committee/.

For more information contact Dan Albrecht, CCPRC Senior 
Planner, at dalbrecht@ccrpcvt.org or 802-846-4490.

Please contact the Westford Town Office, 802-878-4587 or 
townadmin@westfordvt.us, if you are interested in being consid-
ered for this position.

Westford draft Selectboard 
meeting minutes

By Nanette Rogers, Westford Town Administrator
Wondering what the Westford Selectboard discussed at 

their Thursday, March 31 meeting? The draft minutes are 
available for reading at https://westfordvt.us/wp-content/up-
loads/2022/04/2022-03-31-Draft-Minutes.pdf. You can also 
view Lake Champlain Access TV’s recording at https://lcatv.org/
westford.

from IBM, Irish was able to share his love of history as a guide 
at Shelburne Museum.

Throughout the volume are photos documenting the changes 
in town over the years. “I guess you can call me a pack rat,” said 
Irish, since the photos all come from his collection. “Whenever 
I find an old photo, I scan it and make a copy,” he said, “while 
others are ones I’ve taken over the years. I wish I’d taken more.” 
Irish noted that it’s easier to find photos from before 1920 than 
ones from the 1970s. He said that’s because in earlier times, 
places were documented by traveling photographers whose 
photos were in the public domain, whereas today, individuals 
take photos and keep them for themselves.

Irish describes his family as “newcomers” to Jericho despite 
having been here for four generations. “My father’s grandfather 
moved here from Underhill,” he said, “and my mother’s 
grandparents lived in Underhill, Westford, and Milton.” Despite 
his history in Jericho, Irish believes there are always more things 
to be learned about the town and he hopes Jericho residents, both 
new and old, will pick up a copy of the third volume of history.

Those interested in purchasing copies of the $25 book can 
pick them up at Jericho Town Hall, Jeri-Hill Hardware, Palmer 
Lane Maple, Jericho Center Corner Market, and Jericho Ale and 
Bean.

The current legislative debate in Vermont about using dogs 
to hunt coyotes illustrates the differing core values that 
individuals bring to wildlife protection, researchers believe. A 
survey of Vermonters’ wildlife values, finds 25% fall into the 
traditionalist camp, 34% mutualist; 29% pluralist and 12% 
distanced. Read the report and the definitions at https://sites.
warnercnr.colostate.edu/wildlifevalues/results/. And listen 
to a recent conversation on VPR (https://www.vpr.org/show/
vermont-edition/2022-03-29/should-vermont-curtail-coyote-
hunting) to hear state wildlife biologists discuss these values 
and their relationship to the conversation about hunting 
coyotes.                                                    PHOTO CONTRIBUTED
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A study conducted by researchers at the Vermont Center 
on Behavior and Health at the University of Vermont found 
that for some, knowledge of COVID-19 is associated with 
a reduction in cigarette and e-cigarette use, as well as an 
increase in motivation to quit. Nearly a quarter of respondents 
reduced their cigarette and e-cigarette use to reduce risk 
of harm from COVID-19, the researchers found. For more 
information, go online to http://www.med.uvm.edu/research/
news/2020/05/20/study_highlights_impact_of_covid-19_on_
tobacco_and_e-cigarette_use_and_motivation_to_quit. 
                                                                    PHOTO CONTRIBUTED

How “long COVID” affects children
Parents have been asking me for a long time to give them 

some information on long COVID and whether their children 
who have had COVID can get it. Let me provide a short update.

What is it?
Long haul COVID, or what is referred to as simply “long 

COVID,” is a set of symptoms that can occur more than a month 
after children (as well as adults) have experienced COVID, even 
when their initial acute symptoms were mild or non-existent. The 
fact that long COVID has occurred with all the other previous 
COVID variants would suggest long COVID will likely also 
occur with the current omicron variant as well. Sometimes the 
initial symptoms will linger, and other times new symptoms will 
start several weeks after a child or teen feels better.

Symptoms of long COVID
The most common symptoms we see with long COVID 

are similar to acute COVID and can include fatigue, difficulty 
concentrating (also known as “brain fog”), sleep disturbances, 
and abdominal pain — although cough, trouble breathing, joint or 
muscle pain, chest pain, mood changes, fever, heart palpitations, 
and lightheadedness when standing up have also been reported.

Diagnosis and Treatment
Unfortunately, there is no specific test to diagnose long 

COVID, so it’s the persistence of symptoms after testing positive 
for COVID that will make the diagnosis. There is also no 
identified cause for why some people get it and others do not. 
While there is really no good news about getting COVID, long 
COVID in children seems to last less than 12 weeks once it starts 
compared to lasting longer in adults; so if the symptoms in your 
child do extend beyond three months, additional tests should be 
done to determine whether another illness other than COVID is 
the cause.

Treatment depends on the symptoms your child is experiencing 
and your child’s health care professional can offer treatment for 
the specific symptom, but there is no treatment to prevent getting 
long COVID once someone has been infected.

That is why the best treatment for this problem is prevention 
by making sure you and your children starting at age 5 get 
vaccinated against COVID-19 and continue to wear masks when 
indicated, as well as practice good hand-washing to reduce the 
chances of an infection and in turn of long COVID occurring.
Lewis First, MD, is Chief of Pediatrics at UVM Children’s 
Hospital and Chair of the Department of Pediatrics at the UVM’s 
Larner College of Medicine.

Help Vermont be an 
age-friendly state

From Vermont Department of Health
We’re all getting older. But what will we need and want as 

we age?
If you are 45 or older, take this survey to share what’s 

important to you as you get older and let us know how well our 
communities are supporting older Vermonters right now. Your 
answers will help inform EnVision Vermont: A 10-Year Action 
Plan for Aging Well. The survey is open through Friday, May 20: 
https://survey.cmix.com/796DACEC/G10DF6LT/en-US.

If you have questions or need a hard copy of the survey, 
call 800-642-5119 or visit https://dail.vermont.gov/resources/
legislative/older-vermonters-act.

Author chat: Raising Healthy Kids 
in a Culture of Dependence

On Wednesday, April 27, 6:30 – 8:30 PM, at the Stowe High 
School Auditorium, Healthy Lamoille Valley, Lamoille South 
Supervisory Union, and Lamoille Restorative Center welcome 
New York Times bestselling author and speaker Jessica Lahey to 
discuss Raising Healthy Kids in a Culture of Dependence. Lahey 
will be sharing from her book, The Addiction Inoculation. The 
event is free and open to all Lamoille Valley families.

Lahey offers an evidence-based exploration of what it means 
when experts say, “Substance abuse is preventable.” She offers 
an overview of why people use and abuse substances, why the 
adolescent brain is made for new experiences, and why youth 
are at risk of substance use while being vulnerable to the effects 
of these substances. She will identify the major risk factors for 
substance abuse and explain what adults can do to overcome a 
child’s risk factors. Lahey presents an overview of the research 
as well as practical ways that adults can change their thinking 
and behavior and begin preventing childhood substance use and 
abuse at home. Parents and caregivers will leave Lahey’s talks 
feeling informed, challenged, empowered, and entertained.

There will be a Q & A and book signing. Copies of Jessica’s 
books will be available for sale at the event. Healthy Lamoille 
Valley has copies available to the community for advance 
reading; contact info@healthylamoillevalley.org.

Learn more about the event and register at https://www.
healthylamoillevalley.org/jessica-lahey.

2022 VT Young Adult Survey
Are you a Vermonter between the ages of 18 and 25? Take 

the Vermont Young Adult Survey and you could win a gift card 
worth up to $500!

This survey is sponsored by the Vermont Department of 
Health, takes about 10-15 minutes to complete, and is completely 
anonymous. Once you have completed the survey, you may enter 
a drawing (on a different site) to win a gift card.

For more information visit the survey Facebook page at 
https://www.facebook.com/vermontyas. 

Richmond Rescue 
first quarter statistics

By Michael Chiarella, Director of Operations
In the first quarter of 2022 we went on 278 calls and 

transported 147 patients, for a transport rate of 53%. We typically 
see a transport rate of 67% for the first quarter. The low transport 
rate can be partially attributed to the high number (65) of motor 
vehicle crashes (MVC) that we responded to. MVCs typically 
have a very low transport rate due to the safety features of 
modern vehicles.

We had 31 volunteers actively participating in our operations. 
They contributed a total of 5732 hours on duty. Most of those 
hours are spent at the station so that we can provide a quick 
response. On average we left the station in 1:51 (one minute, 51 
seconds) and arrived on scene in 14 minutes. We spent about 19 
minutes on scene and then another 27 minutes transporting our 
patient to the hospital.

Prompt activation of 911 is vital when someone has a serious 
medical problem. By calling for an ambulance, we can begin to 
provide care that would normally have to wait until you arrive at 
the hospital.

We went on 25 calls in Bolton (8 at Bolton Valley), 73 in 
Hinesburg, 21 in Huntington, 9 in Jericho, 76 in Richmond, 11 
in Starksboro, 8 in St. George, and 19 on I-89. We also traveled 
out of our area to Essex, Underhill, and Williston to assist other 
agencies. The busiest day of the week was Sunday (49) and the 
quietest day was Monday (35). Daytime (6:00 AM – 6:00 PM) 
accounted for 278 calls, while nights had 90 calls.

In the first quarter we were able to respond to five calls with our 
second truck while the primary truck was on another call. This 
means that instead of waiting for an ambulance from Williston or 
UVM, we were able to respond with no delay. Many other times 
we had a crew standing by for a second call. This is a testament 
to the depth and dedication of our volunteers.

Of our 147 transports, we only transported 22 patients with 
our lights and sirens activated (15%). We reserve the use of 
lights and sirens for the most critical patients. The difference in 
transport time with lights and sirens is only about three minutes 
faster. Please pull your car to the right and stop at a safe place if 
you see us approaching with our lights on.

So far we’ve made 966 E911 address signs. We’re closing in 
on our initial goal of 1000. You can order a sign at https://www.
richmondrescue.org/e911-signs.

If there are any additional numbers you are interested in, 
feel free to contact me. As always, your support is incredibly 
important to help keep our contributions from the towns we serve 
low. You can make a donation at https://www.richmondrescue.
org/donation.

Legislative update — VT House
By Theresa Wood, State Representative

Washington-Chittenden
April 4
If you have an interest in reading a particular piece of 

legislation, to see how your legislator voted on a roll call vote, 
or for links to places like the Joint Fiscal Office, you can go to 
the Legislature’s website and type in what you are looking for in 
the search engine or click on a link. From there you can see all 
of the committee meetings, votes in the House and the Senate, 
and pretty much any information about what is happening at the 
Legislature. Here’s the link to the Legislature’s web page: https://
legislature.vermont.gov/.

One item that has been in the news lately is Governor Scott’s 
veto of the Brattleboro charter change (passed by the voters of 
Brattleboro) to allow 16-year-old individuals to vote in local 
elections. In Vermont, local charters (and any changes to them) 
require the approval of the Legislature. The House overrode the 
Governor’s veto; however, the Senate did not override the veto. 
Therefore, Brattleboro’s charter change has failed to pass.

I have received questions about how come the Legislature 
has to approve what local voters have already voted to approve. 
Vermont, along with the majority of other states, is a Dillon’s 
Rule state. This essentially means that local governments receive 
their authority from the State, and only the State can approve 
(or not) any changes. Read more about that here: Municipal 
Governance | Vermont League of Cities and Towns (vlct.org). 
This rule is named for Judge John Forrest Dillon, former Chief 
Justice of the Iowa Supreme Court.

Judge Dillon wrote, “Municipal corporations [towns] owe 
their origin to, and derive their powers and rights wholly from, 
the legislature. It breathes into them the breath of life, without 
which they cannot exist. As it creates, so may it destroy. If it may 
destroy, it may abridge and control.”

Since I have received a few questions about the Legislature’s 
role in local government, I thought I’d provide a bit of 
background. I’ll write about bills of interest in a separate update.

April 7
Here’s a brief overview of some of the bills the House has 

passed in the last couple of weeks. If you want to read more 
about the bills, check out the Legislative webpage and type in 
the bill number.

Bills of interest in the last couple of weeks include:
H.492: this bill reinstates more local control into the Act 250 

process by establishing an Environmental Review Board, which 
would replace the Natural Resources Board. The new Board 
would hear appeals as well as provide oversight, management, 
and training for District Commissions and Act 250 staff.

H.96: this bill establishes the Vermont Truth and Reconciliation 
Commission to address institutional, structural, and systemic 
discrimination; establish a public record of such actions; and 
begin to identify actions to address such discrimination.

H.464: this bill modernizes the Reach-up Program, Vermont’s 
version of the federal Temporary Aid to Needy Families.

H.728: this bill provides updated services to help address the 
state’s opioid overdose epidemic, including a mobile clinic and 
updates to medication assisted treatment.

H.703: is a bill that seeks to address, in multiple ways, 
Vermont’s workforce crisis in the trades, child care, nursing, etc. 
It provides tuition assistance, economic development programs, 
CTE (centers for technology education) housing rehabilitation 
revolving loan fund, etc. It’s a multi-faceted bill that cuts across 
sectors of the economy.

H.293: this bill creates a Vermont Youth Council, which 

will provide an official means of providing advice on policy 
impacting the youth of Vermont, given that they make up 24% of 
the State’s population.

H.736: is the big bill called the “T Bill” that provides the basis 
for the majority of expenditures for Vermont’s transportation 
sector, including roads, bridges, culverts, assistance to towns, 
investments in charging stations, incentives for electric cars, 
etc. With major funding from the federal government, this bill 
provides for historic investments in Vermont’s transportation 
infrastructure.

H.739: this is another one of the money bills, namely the 
capital bill. This legislation provides for investments in the 
state’s buildings, security, public waters, and community grant 
programs.

April 15
From time to time, the Legislature has an opportunity to 

recognize the contributions of community members. This week, 
Huntington resident Melinda Moulton was recognized in a joint 
House and Senate resolution (H.C.R. 131) honoring her role in the 
“transformation of the once junk-riddled and derelict Burlington 
waterfront into a bustling community resource.” Congratulations 
Melinda! (For the full text of the resolution and information 
about any of the bills noted below, visit the Legislature’s website 
at https://legislature.vermont.gov.)

As we move toward adjournment, House committees have 
been working on bills sent over from the Senate. The following 
bills have seen action:

S.184: this is an act that updates laws around justifiable 
homicide in defense of one’s own life or the life of another 
person. 

S.171: this bill updates the mandatory Code of Ethics for 
government employees and the Legislature. 

S.74: this bill makes updates to the patient choice at end of life 
statute that incorporates the use of telemedicine and providing 
immunity for pharmacists.

S.254: is a bill that directs a study to provide the legislature with 
additional analysis of the state and federal laws and experiences 
surrounding qualified immunity for law enforcement.

S.239: this bill directs the Department of Financial Regulation 
to convene a group of stakeholders to examine the impacts of 
Medicare supplemental insurance plans on Vermonters.

S.113: is a bill that establishes a cause of action (i.e., the ability 
to sue) for medical monitoring as a result of exposure to toxic 
chemicals.

S.265: is an act expanding the definition of criminal 
threatening to include threatening to individuals located at local 
and state election facilities; the State House; federal, state, and 
local municipal buildings, and schools.

Most of the above bills had amendments to the original Senate 
language and are, therefore, headed back to the Senate for further 
review and vote.

As always, you can reach me at twood@leg.state.vt.us.

Senate update: addressing 
overdose deaths

By Kesha Ram Hinsdale, State Senator, Chittenden District
April 11
Last week, I had the honor of speaking at Recovery Vermont’s 

Leadership Conference alongside Vermonters in long-term 
recovery, national advocates and authors, and those working on 
the frontlines of the overdose crisis in our state.
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The event was held at Jenna’s House, a part of Jenna’s Promise 

in Central Vermont, which is an innovative and intensive program 
for women in recovery that takes them from emergency housing 
to reemployment with deep relational care. It was started by the 
Tatro family, who lost their daughter Jenna to an overdose, and 
like so many families in our state, they have tried to turn that pain 
of loss into help for others so we don’t lose any more loved ones 
to the overdose crisis.

In recent years, we have seen significant increases in substance 
use and highly lethal synthetic opioids like fentanyl have entered 
the drug supply. We have also seen the impacts of isolation 
on overdose deaths. Vermont has had the highest percentage 
increase of overdose deaths of any state in the U.S. during the 
pandemic, up by nearly 70%, from 123 to 209 deaths.

Frontline advocates have been sounding the alarm to 
provide greater help to Vermonters to cope with and overcome 
substance use disorder. Locally, the Turning Point Center of 
Chittenden County is a peer-run recovery center that works to 
build community and connection, and increase access to critical 
health care services for those struggling with addiction (http://
turningpointcentervt.org/). They, like other recovery centers in 
the state, are teaching us that, above all else, relationships matter 
and are critical to recovery.

We need a variety of options on the table to create a continuum 
from prevention to recovery. This biennium, the Legislature is 
using ARPA dollars to fund solutions that are already working, 
and to expand the available pathways to recovery. Once we have 
a better sense of which pathways are having the greatest impact, 
we will have opioid settlement dollars to help continue funding 
what is working.

This session, I introduced S.226 with the goal of establishing 
harm reduction centers and addressing barriers to recovery for 
substance abuse disorders. Thanks to legislators like Reps. Ann 
Pugh, Selene Colburn, and Taylor Small, we are moving forward 
with an overdose prevention working group, which will put 
forward a workable plan to establish overdose prevention sites 
across our state. There will not be a one-size-fits-all method for 
recovery, and it is our job in the Legislature to listen to those on 
the frontlines about where gaps need to be filled so no one falls 
through the cracks.

We are quickly approaching the final month of the 2022 
legislative session. Please stay on the lookout for a final office 
hours session in the coming weeks and, as always, reach out 
anytime to kramhinsdale@leg.state.vt.us with your questions, 
concerns, and feedback. It is a privilege to serve on your behalf.

Finally, if you need help with recovery from alcohol or 
other substances, it is one click or phone call away. Visit http://
VTHelplink.org or call 802-565-LINK to speak with someone 
who can support you in taking that first step.

Competing in their first State 4-H Horse Quiz Bowl, held 
Saturday, April 2, were 8- and 9-year-old 4-H’ers (front, from 
left) Josephina Kasha-Hare, Milton; Nora Kidder, Cambridge; 
Naria Audet, Orwell; and Micah Burdo, St. Albans; and (back, 
from left): Kinzi Grindle, St. Albans; Leigh Ann Judd, Wolcott; 
Charlotte Bilodeau, Castleton; and Nora Cudney, Hinesburg. 
                                                PHOTOS BY WENDY SORRELL

Winners in the 10- and 11-year-old age group at the Saturday, 
April 2 State 4-H Horse Quiz Bowl were (front, from left): Ivy 
Lea-Simons, Shelburne; Natalie Chevalier, Highgate; Chloe 
LaMarche, Starksboro; Payton Cochran, Peacham; and Kloe 
White, Wells River; and (back, from left): Addison Erickson, 
Florence; Katie Comerford-Joyce, Burlington; Jenesy Zwart, 
Danville; Lyla Jones, Whitehall, New York; and Brooklyn 
Miller-Bovat, Craftsbury. 

The highest overall scorers in the 12- to 13-year-old age 
group at the State 4-H Horse Quiz Bowl, Saturday, April 2 
in Burlington, were (front, from left): Maya Lewis, Williston; 
Adaline Ploof, Westford; Sydney Gorton, Milton; and 
Piper Thompson, Hinesburg; and (back, from left): Brie 
Pikkarainen, East Wallingford; Sara Distasio, Londonderry; 
Seanna Erickson, Florence; Kate LaMantia, Richmond; 
and Lucy Angolano, Shelburne. Missing from photo: Emma 
Sibley, St. Albans.

Earning rosette ribbons for finishing in the top 10 in the 
Senior Division at the State 4-H Horse Quiz Bowl, April 2 in 
Burlington, were (front, from left): Chloe Barewicz, Jericho; 
Haileigh Demers, Westford; Vivienne Babbott, Hinesburg; 
Shyanne Wedge, Shoreham; and Rosie Tylenda, Essex 
Junction; and (back, from left): Brailey Livingston, New 
Haven; Allie Hoffman, Milton; Amie Thurston, West Rutland; 
and Tiegan Perry, Danville. Missing from photo: Jenna 
Bennett, Swanton.

State 4-H Horse Quiz Bowl
The State 4-H Horse Quiz Bowl, the first statewide 4-H horse 

event of the year, drew a large number of competitors.
Sixty 4-H’ers from clubs in six counties took part in the 

Saturday, April 2 event on the University of Vermont (UVM) 
campus in Burlington. Rosette ribbons were awarded to the top 
ten finishers in each age group, based on scores from several 
buzzer rounds of oral questions covering a wide range of equine 
topics.

The winners were:
8- and 9-year-olds: Josephina Kasha-Hare, Milton (first); Nora 

Kidder, Cambridge (second); Naria Audet, Orwell (third); Micah 
Burdo, St. Albans (fourth); Kinzi Grindle, St. Albans (fifth); 
Leigh Ann Judd, Wolcott (sixth); Charlotte Bilodeau, Castleton 
(seventh); Nora Cudney, Hinesburg (eighth).

10- and 11-year-olds: Ivy Lea-Simons, Shelburne (first); 
Natalie Chevalier, Highgate (second); Chloe LaMarche, 
Starksboro (third); Payton Cochran, Peacham (fourth); Kloe 
White, Wells River (fifth); Addison Erickson, Florence (sixth); 
Katie Comerford-Joyce, Burlington (seventh); Jenesy Zwart, 
Danville (eighth); Lyla Jones, Whitehall, New York (ninth); 
Brooklyn Miller-Bovat, Craftsbury (tenth).

12- and 13-year-olds: Maya Lewis, Williston (first); Adaline 
Ploof, Westford (second); Emma Sibley, St. Albans (third); 
Sydney Gorton, Milton (fourth); Piper Thompson, Hinesburg 

Members of the Whispering Pines 4-H Club in Westford 
demonstrated how to make a cork hot mat with their action 
exhibit Corky Creations at the Northwest Regional 4-H Day, 
April 9 in Essex Junction. Front: Nora Kidder, Cambridge. 
Back row, from left: Lily Provost, Milton; Madison Trudell, 
Fairfax; Addie Ploof, Westford; Josie and Lillian Kasha-Hare 
and Sam Provost, all from Milton. 
                               PHOTO BY MARY FAY/UVM EXTENSION 4-H

(fifth); Brie Pikkarainen, East Wallingford (sixth); Sara Distasio, 
Londonderry (seventh); Seanna Erickson, Florence (eighth); Kate 
LaMantia, Richmond (ninth); Lucy Angolano, Shelburne (tenth); 
Jack Tylenda, Essex Junction (thirteenth).

14-18-year-olds: Chloe Barewicz, Jericho (first); Haileigh 
Demers, Westford (second); Vivienne Babbott, Hinesburg 
(third); Shyanne Wedge, Shoreham (fourth); Rosie Tylenda, 
Essex Junction (fifth); Brailey Livingston, New Haven (sixth); 
Allie Hoffman, Milton (seventh); Amie Thurston, West Rutland 
(eighth); Jenna Bennett, Swanton (ninth); Tiegan Perry, Danville 
(tenth); Jillian Murdough, Essex Junction (eleventh); Olivia 
Arnell. Jericho (twenty-fourth).

Moderators were Julia Adams, Shrewsbury; Hailee Blades, 
Morrisville; Beth Demas, Jericho; Elizabeth and Faith Ploof; 
Westford; and Wendy Sorrell, UVM Extension 4-H livestock 
educator.

Other helpers for quiz bowl were Martha Blades, Jericho; 
Stacy Bennett, Swanton; Susan Comerford, Burlington; and 
Cassie Kennett, Middlebury.

The quiz bowl was sponsored by UVM Extension 4-H and 
Chittenden County 4-H.

To learn more about the Vermont 4-H horse program and 
events, contact Wendy Sorrell at wendy.sorrell@uvm.edu.4

featuring outstanding 4-H’ers from throughout the state. Exhibits 
and presentations will be evaluated again at the state event, with 
some chosen to represent Vermont at Eastern States Exposition 
in West Springfield, MA in September.

Regional Day winners, by county, were:
Addison County
Photography: Brailey Livingston, New Haven; Abby Reen, 

Lincoln.
Poster: Hailee Allen (Cow Comfort); Peyton Ball (Vermont 

Maple Sugaring), Christopher Brown (Formula “Z”), Brailey 
Livingston (Warmbloods) and Karissa Livingston (Moo Muse), 
all from New Haven; Tyler Linehan, Monkton (Types of Fish); 
Blake Nadeau, Middlebury (How a Chick Hatches); Jayden 
Ploof (Chickens), Kylee Shepard (Showing and Judging Jerseys) 
and Sophee Shepard (Koala Bears), all from Panton; Hailey 
Chase (Angel Wing Begonia), Mackenzie Chase (Cota Family 
Sugarworks) and Bella Roell (My Cow Millie), all from Bristol; 
Isabella Wilbur, Orwell (Training a Horse).

Chittenden County
Action Exhibit: Whispering Pines 4-H Club, Westford (Corky 

Creations — how to make a cork hot mat). Participants were 
Josie and Lillian Kasha-Hare and Lily and Sam Provost, all from 
Milton; Nora Kidder, Cambridge; Addie Ploof, Westford; and 
Madison Trudell, Fairfax.

Photography: Sydney Gorton, Milton.
Poster: Bristol Card (Cattle Color Genes and Types of Cheese), 

Colt Card (Anatomy of a Pokeman Card) and Remington Card 
(Dog Breeds and Sheep Breeds), all from Williston; Sydney 
Gorton, Milton (Perfect Poitou); Adaline Ploof, Westford 
(Navicular Disease).

Stage Presentation: Sunset Hill 4-H Club, Williston (Irish 
Dancing). Dancers were Bristol and Remington Card, Williston.

Tabletop Display: Bristol Card (How to Make French 
Macaroons); Remington Card (Sheep); JJ Garcia-Zeleny (Life 

Talented 4-H’ers from 4-H clubs in Addison, Chittenden, and 
Franklin Counties took part in Northwest Regional 4-H Day on 
Saturday, April 9. The venue for the event, held in person for the 
first time since 2019, was Essex High School in Essex Junction. 
Thirty-two 4-H members participated in one or more categories 
including action exhibits, stage presentations, photography, 
posters, and tabletop exhibits.

All qualified for 4-H State Day, slated for Saturday, May 7 
at the Vermont Granite Museum in Barre, an annual showcase 

in a WWII German U-boat); Natalie Jewett (Ouija Board); 
Rachel Niekrewicz (Pumpkin Bread); Liam Palmer (L’Anseaux 
Meadows: The First Viking Settler), all from Williston.

Franklin County
Poster: Kelsey Paradee (Horse Hitch Types) and Paityn 

Paradee (Horse Leg Markings), both from Swanton.
To learn more about 4-H in the Northwest region, contact 

Margaret Coan (Chittenden County), margaret.coan@uvm.edu; 
Martha Manning (Franklin and Grand Isle Counties), martha.
manning@uvm.edu; or Martha Seifert (Addison County), 
martha.seifert@uvm.edu.

Local 4-H’ers shine at Regional Day

Holly Ferris has 
been named the new 
UVM Extension 
4-H educator 
for Caledonia 
and Lamoille 
Counties, and is 
based in the UVM 
Extension Office in 
Morrisville. 
PHOTO COURTESY 
OF HOLLY FERRIS/
UVM EXTENSION

4-H educator hired for Caledonia, Lamoille Counties
Holly Ferris has been named the new University of Vermont (UVM) Extension 4-H educator for Caledonia 

and Lamoille Counties. She will be based in the UVM Extension Office in Morrisville.
Ferris comes to the job with more than 25 years’ experience in 4-H as a member, leader, and volunteer. In 

addition to serving as the 4-H educator for two counties, she is the Vermont 4-H Shooting Sports Program 
coordinator and works with FIRST Robotics in Vermont, a robotic and engineering program run in collaboration 
with the UVM College of Engineering and Mathematical Sciences.

The New Jersey native grew up in a 4-H family, belonging to a wide variety of clubs including dairy, sheep, 
home economics, clowning, boating, martial arts, and community service. As a 4-H’er, she attended numerous 
state and regional events, as well as National 4-H Conference, Citizenship Washington Focus, National Dairy 
Conference, National Dairy Judging, and National 4-H Congress in Chicago.

Ferris was a member of a 4-H exchange club and part of the Somerset County 4-H exchange program, 
traveling to a dozen states and staying with 4-H host families to learn about 4-H in different parts of the 
country. Her family also hosted international students through 4-H international exchange programs.

The 4-H educator has been active in Lamoille County 4-H for the past 13 years as a parent and leader of 
the Lamoille Localvores 4-H Club. Through 4-H, she met her husband Tim, who was a member of a 4-H 
herpetology club. They both served as camp counselors at Lindley G. Cook 4-H Camp in Branchville, NJ, and 
were married at the camp.

Ferris holds a bachelor’s of science degree in biology from Elizabethtown College with a concentration 
in pre-veterinary medicine and an associate’s degree in applied science in veterinary technology from Bel-
Rea Institute, Denver. She also studied visual arts and environmental studies at Cheltenham and Gloucester 
College of Higher Education in Cheltenham, England.

In addition to her new job with UVM Extension, Ferris is a co-owner with Tim of Wandering Roots, 
a pick-your-own blueberry farm in Fletcher. She is a Cambridge Conservation commissioner, Peter Krush 
Nature Preserve steering committee member, and an advisory board member of The Farm Between, Sterling 
College’s teaching farm and nursery.

Ferris can be reached at holly.ferris@uvm.edu or 802-888-4972.
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COMING EVENTS

On Wednesday, April 27, 6:30 – 8:30 PM, 
at the Stowe High School Auditorium, 
Healthy Lamoille Valley, Lamoille 
South Supervisory Union, and Lamoille 
Restorative Center welcome New York 
Times bestselling author and speaker 
Jessica Lahey to discuss Raising Healthy 
Kids in a Culture of Dependence. Learn 
more about the event and register at 
https://www.healthylamoillevalley.org/
jessica-lahey.     PHOTO CONTRIBUTED

City Nature Challenge 2022, 
Bolton Edition
By Pamela “flask” Gude, Bolton Conservation Commissioner

When: Apr 29, 2022 to May 2, 2022
We are very excited to be joining the City Nature Challenge 

for 2022!
The City Nature Challenge, an international event organized 

by the Natural History Museum of Los Angeles County and 
the California Academy of Sciences, is coming to Bolton this 
spring! Sponsored by the Conservation Commission (CC), we 
invite folks from everywhere to observe and record nature in 
Bolton from Friday, April 29-Monday, May 2, with the ID phase 
occurring Tuesday-Sunday, May 3-8, and international results 
announced Monday, May 9. Enjoy time out and about in the 
outdoors and help document the wild things that live and grow 
in Bolton.

The easiest way to participate is to use the iNaturalist platform 
on any camera-equipped device and take pictures of whatever 
wild organisms you observe during the event. As we get closer 
to it, we will be offering some sessions to help you get started on 
iNat and help you learn to make observations that will get strong 
identifications.

The CC will gladly support our citizen scientists’ efforts during 
this challenge. If you want to get ahead of the ball and make sure 
a session is being offered at a good time for you, please contact 
me and we’ll see if we can put something on the calendar that 
will work for you!

Don’t worry if you can’t identify all the things you see. 
Starting Tuesday, May 3, teams of people will be working on 
identifications to help you figure out what you observed.

See you out there!

Save the date — Poker Hill 
School turning 50!

Please join the Poker Hill School for a momentous day devoted 
to 50 years of celebrating community and children! Live music. 
Food trucks. Fun for all ages. But let’s be honest, you know the 
kiddos are going to love this!

This is for Poker Hill families, alumni, and the entire Poker 
Hill community.

Poker Hill School’s 50th Celebration will be held on Saturday, 
August 20, 11:00 AM – 4:00 PM at the Poker Hill School on 
Poker Hill Rd., Underhill.

For more information, stay tuned to @
PokerHillSchoolCelebrates50 on Instagram; the Facebook Event 
Poker Hill School Celebrates 50; and the school’s website, 
https://www.pokerhillschool.org/.

Annual St. Thomas 
Yard Sale moving to June

Spring cleaning? The annual St. Thomas Yard Sale is moving 
from August to June!

The new yard sale dates are Friday-Sunday, June 24-26, 9:00 
AM – 4:00 PM, so please gather your clean, serviceable, and 
quality treasures for the sale.

There will be specific Donation Days on Tuesdays and 
Saturdays. More details to come!

Mapping what is valuable 
By Sandy Wilmot

We live in a part of the world that is naturally green and lush, at 
least during the growing season. It seems like our natural world 
is so abundant that it will persist well into the future. But as 
we’ve seen in towns across Vermont, we can easily fall prey to 
increasing pressure to build more homes and businesses at the 
expense of our natural resources.
Underhill is hoping our wise planning can conserve the most 
valuable natural areas while locating new development where 
most appropriate.
First we need to understand what is most valuable to our citizens.
Do you value clean water, green forested hillsides, open views 
of Mount Mansfield, trails to hike on, or other values? The 
Underhill Natural Resources Inventory and Mapping Committee 
has started to dig deeper into what makes Underhill special. 
Maps available online show large areas, in fact most of the 
town, that are considered “priority and high priority” forest 
habitat. How then do we prioritize action to conserve, protect, 
or wisely manage these resources when so much of our town is 
ecologically important?
Residents of Underhill can participate in any of three Community 
Values Mapping opportunities: an online mapping session on 
Tuesday, April 26; an in-person mapping session at the Town 
Hall on Wednesday, April 27, and an informal mapping session 
at the Deborah Rawson Memorial Library on Monday, May 30.
Registration can be made through the Town website (www.
underhillvt.com) or by contacting Sandy Wilmot, sandy.wilmot@
yahoo.com.
Sandy Wilmot of Underhill is a member of the Underhill Planning 
Commission and chair of the Underhill Natural Resource 
Inventory and Mapping Committee.
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COMMUNITY COLUMNS

By the way: post office staffing 
issues are affecting service; 

please be patient
Noted by the Mountain Gazette editor

We have noted posts to Front Porch Forum’s Underhill and 
Jericho pages that postal delivery has slowed and, in Underhill 
Flats, lobby hours have temporarily been curtailed, largely due to 
not enough postal workers.

We know this is a hardship not just on postal workers, whose 
stress must be right through the roof, but to residents who count 
on mail delivery for their businesses, medication deliveries, 
wedding and baby shower invitations, legal notifications, letters 
from old friends (we can hope), catalogs and other… er… third-
class mail items, and more. Please be patient; the people who 
work at our local post offices are, mostly, our neighbors, and just 
like us, they are doing the best they can.

The editor has worked at a post office (Underhill Center) 
among sundry other past jobs, and like many of our readers, 
counts on the USPS in many ways. It seems an unfortunate 
reality that consistent and reliable mail delivery can no longer be 
taken for granted. This disturbing to say the least, one more sign 
that institutions are getting wobbly.

Unemployment is down, and jobs are going begging for 
workers. This is partly because we’ve lost almost a million 
people in the last two-plus years, a significant chunk of that 
number having been workers; and of those of us still here and 
healthy and of working age, a significant chunk of people have 
left the work force and are now caring for elders at home (the 
editor unfortunately can attest to there being a truly drastic 
shortage of hands-on care staff in nursing homes) and/or children 
at home (availability of daycare and after-school care being 
much-reduced and often unaffordable).

Everything is more difficult, in these and ’most other corners 
of our society.

We need to look for leaders who focus on solving problems, 
rather than on their own posturing for votes or re-tweets, or on 
grabbing the latest culture-war issue to make headlines. They are 
supposed to be solving our problems, not driving the wedge in 
deeper to lock in their base. And yes, that applies to all sides. 
The editor believes that the best of humanity is not drawn to be 
politicians. Only we can prevent grandstanding self-aggrandizers 
and virtue-signaling ideologues from taking over, by refusing to 
vote for them.

Meanwhile, best advice the editor can come up with: keep 
calm and carry on as best we can. Be patient and kind to others, 
as best we can. Help out wherever we can.

Because, since there’s a musical quote for everything: we all 
need somebody to lean on.

(P.S. and please donate blood, if you can. You never know who 
it will help, but you know it will help someone.)

On notice: where local 
newspapers best serve, 

and serve best
By Steve Pappas, the Times Argus

March 26, 2022
Around Vermont, as municipal boards reorganize, set goals, 

and undertake housekeeping for the term ahead, one of the 
things every town and city has to do is decide its “Newspaper of 
Record.” The designation allows town residents to know where 
to look for proper notification of hearings, vacancies, delinquent 
tax sales, or other important municipal issues.

Vermont municipalities are required by state law to publish 
certain public notices in print in newspapers that serve their 
communities. Most or all of these newspapers also publish public 
notices on their websites, making them available in print and 
online.

This legislative session, lawmakers have been discussing a 
proposed change to the law that would allow communities to 
choose to publish public notices “online only” through an entity 
other than a newspaper.

That would have a significant impact on print publications. 
And newspaper publishers across Vermont have let the Senate 
Government Operations committee know of their objections, 
starting with revenue and ending with relevance.

A move to online only would undermine democracy by 
migrating important public notices away from general interest 
newspapers, and replacing widely distributed newspapers with 
digital-only options in a state where reliable internet access is 
still a challenge for many is a recipe for disaster.

Consider our story: When COVID took hold, The Times Argus 
and Rutland Herald lost significant revenue in advertising. If 
you recall, overnight, we laid off about half of the employees, 
and reduced the number of publication days from five to three. 
The most expensive thing that we do is pay for printing and 
distributing. We could not have sustained had we not taken those 
initial steps.

Within days of those cuts in 2019, we made adjustments to 
our local coverage, packing the newspapers with resources 
and articles, including regular features about how readers were 
coping with the pandemic. While Vermonters were in isolation, 
we made sure they understood they had a community. We gave 
them familiar faces, and in turn, they gave us a noticeable bump 
in subscriptions.

Also during the pandemic, the weekly Waterbury Record folded. 
A local resident and journalist, Lisa Scagliotti, rallied a band of 
writers to provide that community with articles it was posting 
online. But they were not getting out to the entire community. 
The Times Argus stepped in, converting one of its free weeklies 
so that Waterbury’s news could be delivered by mail into every 
household. Due to that print publication, the Waterbury Reader, 
the market penetration in that community stands at more than 
90%. Out of the gate, the tweak to our business model toward 
print was so successful through advertising and inserts, it was 
instantly profitable. We could sell advertising into The Times 
Argus and the free weeklies; and the Waterbury Roundabout 
could support itself as an online entity.

Within a month, local municipalities started using the 
Waterbury Reader for their public notices. This week, Waterbury 
renewed its commitment to The Waterbury Reader and The 

Times Argus. It is a partnership that works.
For months we have been looking at other markets where we 

can do the same thing. As long as there are advertisers and inserts, 
and access to local, meaningful content, there is no reason we 
cannot continue to push into news deserts and give communities 
across Vermont a local, printed newspaper.

Within a few months of the pandemic’s start, and the cost-
savings that had to be taken, we returned to a five-day a week 
publication schedule. Our loyal, growing subscriber base allowed 
us to weather the COVID storm in such a way that it bought 
us time to come up with new promotions, products, and a new 
revenue stream. Facebook took away most display advertising 
long before COVID did. Craigslist and services like Front Porch 
Forum took away classified advertising and liner ads. COVID 
simply made marketing businesses irrelevant, because no one 
was out.

Then, when Vermont went into the state of emergency, the 
courts closed; lawyers offices closed; tax sales stopped; estates 
were not being settled; town offices were closed and started 
working remotely; municipal and school boards were put on 
hold; local committees stopped. So did public notices.

Prior to the pandemic, in 2019, The Times Argus and Rutland 
Herald published more than 800 public notices per year, bringing 
in hundreds of thousands of dollars in revenue. In 2020, we 
published 400 or so public notices. That loss hurt.

Somewhere between local news, the most recent dean’s list, 
the ad for the bean supper, the weekly list of worship services, 
the quirky police log, the busy editorial page, and the local sports 
scores, there are public notices that inform and educate and fit 
within the pages of a community newspaper.

For now, communities with printed newspapers are better for 
having them. No doubt, readers love to hate their local paper. But 
readers also can’t live without them. It’s routine. It’s a record. It 
provides a sense of inclusion and community involvement. It’s 
empowerment through local knowledge and lore that can sit on 
the coffee table for a bit while you go do other things. It’s willing 
participation.

Our story is one of resilience and community building. We 
are proud of that. Communities that work with newspapers have 
better informed citizens. We are proud of our part in that, too.

It is foolhardy to dismantle institutions that support community. 
Print newspapers are at the center, where they should be.

Words have power
By Sue Kusserow

Special to the Mountain Gazette
Not all words. Some need amplification, clarity and 

interpretation, often provided by surrounding words. In general, 
words cling to each other to form patterns that guide us to more 
specific meanings. And there are plenty of those! Much of what 
we say is person-based and pertains to specific directions and 
meanings with a circumscribed, familial bond that requires 
a limited audience and, within that limited group, a great deal 
of past oral history: ‘working’ words for a special few who are 
the limited audience. These are ‘working words’ and keep us 
together, due to a shared family understanding. Working words 
do not necessarily lack power, but more often use a personal 
connection which runs into difficulty translating to another 
‘outside’ group such as foreign neighbors. But this analogy is so 
close and obvious that we often forget that WE need interpreters 
for the unwinding of common topics and conversations: Example: 
“I know you don’t have time, Doctor, but where can I get an 
advocate… or more bluntly… a translator. I need simplicity as I 
define it.” It seems probable that in the next few years we will see 
many more interpreters in many more fields.

Then there are universal words, often conveyed via shape, 
size, and color. STOP signs illustrate these examples: large, 
bright red, short and pithy. They might convey possible danger 
and demand an immediate action. Of course, like most words, it 
can have many ancillary meanings: “STOP! I can’t laugh! I just 
had an appendectomy!” Many other such universal words give 
some kind of specific directions: DO NOT ENTER, Welcome, 
Show your VACCINATION card, ONE WAY.

There are also words that carry with them your ethnic and 
geographical backgrounds. Canadians give themselves away 
with out and about. “That I surely am” (from northern Ireland); 
“wee bairnies” from Scotland; “Ya’all” from locales quite south 
of Vermont. I remember, when teaching nursing students in 
Zimbabwe, I jokingly used the phrase: “Go jump in a lake!” The 
students didn’t know what to do with that!

Many of the words that have power are surrounded by our 
culture: what we feel or do or think when a word is mentioned… 
peace, joy, anger, future… have meanings and controls from our 
American past and present. One rule that I learned, luckily early 
in my life: “If you wish to speak with me, define your words and 
your terms as you use them.” If we can agree on a beginning 
definition, then there may be some mutual guidelines… and hope 
for an agreeable discussion.

The word that has the most power for me is “cancer.” As a 
senior nursing student, I could recite symptoms and treatments, 
but I soon learned how emotions and fears could give immense 
power to a simple word and needed to be included in any 
caregiving.

A nurse called: “I’m calling for your Mom. She is recovering 
from a mastectomy and wanted you here. I know she didn’t 
tell you that but she wanted to get the operation/results, before 
seeing you.” My mother was a born stoic; she helped, advised, 
comforted her family and neighbors. She was raised on a farm 
in South Dakota, or rather, she raised herself, using the patterns 
of the Midwest for a pioneering farm family. Inside… outside… 
responsibilities and work were obvious for survival and she 
learned to keep her thoughts and personal ambitions to herself 
and stay within the dulling but necessary social patterns of 
church and school. So she faced a mammogram (70 years ago, it 
was a relatively new diagnostic instrument) and then she had to 
quickly accept and undergo a radical operation.

Videos and photos can stay in your mind for a long time! I 
can still, in my 70-year-old memory, vividly remember the stone-
flagged entrance to the hospital. I was away on a clinical-nursing 
semester so I didn’t get immediate news, nor was I at home 
where I could have seen the strained look of illness on her face. 
It was a long walkway, lit with feeble decorative lamplights. The 
snow had been newly-shaved across the flat stones. But I could 
feel the sting of a new wet layer of snow that would soon re-

cover the entrance.
My Mom was covered up to her chin, with one hand limply 

dropping away from its pillow. I was saddened, of course, but 
also perturbed that she had tried to protect me from knowing… 
“I didn’t want to burden you.”

The extent of the incision was enormous (remember, this was 
70 years ago) and I didn’t see its torn and ragged edges until I 
helped her with her bath when she stayed with us. She quickly 
grabbed the washcloth to cover her chest and her eyes pleaded 
with me to look away. Often, old people are pushed out of our 
direct line of vision and I know that, despite my training, I found 
myself doing small picky tasks to keep my mind hardened and 
away from the necessary skills that I needed for her body. We 
sometimes see old people as a collective group of unidentified 
humanity, and we try to keep the blessings of anonymity and 
cheerful conversation to cover our helplessness.

Someone brought a mass of daffodils in an old pitcher, and 
left them on the kitchen counter: no name, no note… just the 
glowing warmth of bright yellows with a few whites scattered 
among the stems. And again I learned that someone had known 
that the flowers would speak their peace and no signature was 
necessary. The time she spent with me was full of small stories of 
her youth, and I found I could follow her to her favorite places.

 Another powerful word for me is “loneliness.” I know that 
the small flutterings of fear that accompany aging and illness are 
so powerful that we don’t voice them into words very well. But 
hopefully, there was enough love in us that we could still walk… 
together… to her favorite places on her old farm: a fishing hole 
with enough catfish to fry over a small fire; just-born lambs that 
curled into her arms; the mother goose that chased everyone 
away from her babies; the ancient work horse that she rode to 
corral the cows for milking time; sliding down the huge piles of 
hay in the curved top of the barn; the huge sunsets after a heavy 
rain.

Now, I go alone.

yards and gardens on their menu is an issue that gnaws at us 
all, and when it comes to advice, we’re all ears. Thankfully, 
good luck is afoot. The University of Vermont has pulled a 
rabbit out of its Extension hat with a tipsheet (https://www.
uvm.edu/pss/ppp/articles/rabbits.html) that bugs bunnies so 
bad they may just cry out, “let us leave.” Some of these tricks 
are not for kids, but whether you use the stick or the carrot, it’d 
be hare-brained not to hop on the leporidological solutions they 
supply.                                     PHOTO FROM VT PBS + VPR

Elderly couples 
in Vermont
By Zoe Bernstein

You have to stop solving your problems 
with dogs

Labradors when the Subarus break
Poodles for visiting family
Bloodhounds for demotions

Irish Water Spaniels when the grandkids 
move out

A blind, deaf, toothless arthritic mutt that 
only has one leg

Whenever “marriage counseling” is 
mentioned

It’s been 50 years and 47 dogs

The Humane Society sends you 
personalized Christmas cards

You go through eight bags of kibble and 
nine bottles of wine a week

You have to stop solving your problems 
with dogs
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LIBRARY NEWS

Libraries continued on page 9

DEBORAH RAWSON MEMORIAL LIBRARY
The library is open, no appointment needed: Tuesday and 

Thursdays 10:00 AM – 8:00 PM, Wednesday and Friday 10:00 
AM – 6:00 PM, Saturday 10:00 AM – 2:00 PM, and Sunday 1:00 
– 4:00 PM. Everyone over the age of 2 is required to wear a mask. 
Please try to limit your visit to 30 minutes. Curbside pickup is 
still available; contact 802-899-4962 or rawsonlibrary@drml.
org.

Youth Librarian Abbey Pasquence is in the midst of planning 
DRML’s summer programming for kids (and kids at heart) and 
is looking for some volunteers to help round things out. Here’s 
what she’s hoping to find: someone interested in helping run a 
puppetry camp for ages 8+ in July (exact dates TBD), preferably 
from 9:00 AM – 12:00 PM, Monday-Friday, who would help 
participants learn about different kinds of puppets, make puppets, 
and write a short puppet show to perform at the end of the week; 
and a connection with a marine biologist or another scientist who 
studies the ocean, and would be willing to do a presentation and 
Q&A with our community. Thanks everyone!

To register for programs, call 802-899-4962, or email Erik 
(program_assistant@drml.org) for Adult Programs or Abbey 
(youth_librarian@drml.org) for Youth Programs.

Adult programs
Tuesday, April 19: Legislative Update, 6:00 PM, on Zoom. 

Join your local representatives George Till and Trevor Squirrell 
for an update on the current legislative session. Registration 
required; please email program_assistant@drml.org.

Sunday, April 24: Frederick Law Olmstead: New England’s 
Beloved Son, 2:00 PM, on Zoom. Frederick Law Olmsted, the 
father of landscape architecture, designed our first city parks, 
park systems, and model suburban communities. He promoted 
environmentalism and the subsequent creation of the national 
park system. Greatly influenced by his New England upbringing, 
Olmsted instilled in us a love of our American landscapes. 
This talk begins with a brief overview of Olmsted’s early life 
here in New England and his numerous jobs before partnering 
with the architect Calvert Vaux to design Central Park. The 
talk then turns to two of his New England works, the Emerald 
Necklace and Shelburne Farms, which display his fundamental 
design principles and techniques. Boston’s Park System reveals 
Olmsted’s sensitivity to the growing city and the need to “green” 
it through parkland and parkways. Shelburne Farms, one of 
his two contributions to the Country Place/Estate Era, presents 
additional design strategies while underscoring his fundamental 
design principle, “look to the genius of the place.” The talk is 
intended for a general audience but pays particular attention to 
the interests of gardeners and those interested in exploring these 
Olmsted sites with family and friends. Presenter Ann McEntee 
is a former Communications and Theatre professor. She left 
teaching to earn a Master of Landscape Architecture from the 
University of New Mexico. While living in Santa Fe, she earned 
her certification as a Master Gardener, and more recently, her 
Advanced Master Gardener certification. Ann currently teaches 
architectural and landscape history for Keene State College’s 
Lifelong Learning program and works part-time as a landscape 
consultant. Registration required; please email Erik (program_
assistant@drml.org) for the link.

Tuesday, April 26: Mystery Book Club, 7:00 PM, in person in 
the program room at DRML. We will be discussing The Crossing 
Places by Elly Griffiths. Masks are required. A Zoom meeting 
will also be available for those who prefer a virtual option. Please 
contact Holly (drawsonmemlib@yahoo.com) if you would like 
to receive a link to the Zoom meeting.

Thursday, May 5, 6:30 PM, on Zoom: A Beginner’s Guide 
to Cemetery Sleuthing. Cemeteries hold invaluable clues to 
genealogical research. Etched in stone are names, symbols, 
and abbreviations that not only tell us more about our ancestors 
but also about their place in time. Presenter Erin E. Moulton 
writes books and tracks dead people (is an experienced librarian 
and genealogist), with 12+ years of experience tracking down 
interesting real-life questions at the reference desk. Visit her 
online at www.erinemoulton.com. This program will cover 
strategies to help locate your ancestor’s burial place, how to 
make the most out of a visit, and how to decipher a variety of 
symbols. Includes a list of Erin’s favorite cemetery resources. 
Most of this content covers New England cemeteries, though 
many symbols can be seen nationwide. Registration required, 
please contact program_assistant@drml.org or 802-899-4962.

Thursday, May 12, 6:00 PM, in-person and on Zoom: Annual 
Bird Slideshow with Evergreen Erb. Join us for a presentation 
on our resident and newly-arrived bird species with Evergreen’s 
very popular slideshow. She pairs photos with the actual bird 
songs and calls to better familiarize us. Evergreen’s storytelling 
about the birds is especially memorable. Registration required; 
to reserve a seat, please call the library, 802-899-4962; to 
register for the Zoom livestream, please email DRML’s Program 
Assistant, program_assistant@drml.org. Co-sponsored with the 
Jericho Underhill Land Trust (JULT). Emails used to register 
for this program will be shared with JULT for the purpose of 
coordinating this program.

Saturday, May 14, 7:00 AM, in-person at Mills Riverside 
Park: Annual Bird Walk with Evergreen Erb and Sabina Ernst. 
Evergreen Erb has dedicated herself to leading our JULT bird 
walks at Mills Riverside Park for many, many years. Even though 
she now lives in Huntington, Evergreen wouldn’t want to miss her 
yearly birding adventure at the park. We are very pleased to have 
her continue this tradition. This is a casual bird walk and suitable 
for all ages. Sabina Ernst, JULT board member and conservation 
commission member, will co-lead our walk so that group size can 
remain small. Please wear boots and masks and bring binoculars. 
We will meet before the covered bridge. Expect to see a lot of 
birds! Registration required; please register by going to DRML.
org/programs. Please wear face masks and practice social 
distancing. Co-sponsored with the Jericho Underhill Land Trust 
(JULT). Emails used to register for this program will be shared 
with JULT for the purpose of coordinating this program.

Youth Programs
This year our summer program theme is Ocean of Possibilities, 

and so far we’ve got a visit from a local friendly pirate and a live 
animal program on the books. Look for more info next month!

Ongoing
Tuesdays, 3:00 PM: Story Time [PreK-K]. Come share jokes 

with Freddy the Fox, sing, play and hear wonderful stories!
Beginning in April: Scavenger Hunt. Spring is here! Each time 

you visit the library, you can hunt for the six cutouts hiding all 

over the library. When you find them all, visit the front desk to 
enter a raffle for a Pop It Fidget toy! You can play the scavenger 
hunt and enter as often as you like.

School vacation week; begins April 19: Community Sculpture. 
In March, using all the bits and bobs pulled out of the LEGO 
bins, we started gluing together a community sculpture.

Check out these great programs!
All programs meet in person at DRML. We still ask that 

everyone over the age of 2 years wear a mask to protect our 
vulnerable populations. If you would prefer to join programs via 
Zoom, please email youth_librarian@drml.org.

Thursday, April 21: Animation Club, 3:00 – 4:30 PM [tween/
teen]. Have you ever wanted to make your own movie? Now’s 
your chance! Come to Animation Club to learn how to make stop 
motion films and use video editing software. We have all the 
tools you need. To sign up visit the library, call us at 802-899-
4962, or email youth_librarian@drml.org.

Wednesday, April 20: Minecraft Social, 3:00 – 4:30 PM [ages 
8+]. Bring your own device and get together at the library with 
other people who love Minecraft! Show off your worlds, your 
building and your skills. Make new friends and play together! 
Spots are limited so please sign up when you visit the library, call 
us at 802-899-4962, or email youth_librarian@drml.org.

Fridays, April 22 and 29: Stories and Songs with the Londons! 
11:00 AM [preschool]. We are absolutely thrilled to welcome 
back Beth and David London for stories and songs on the last 
two Friday mornings in April. We will be outside so dress for the 
weather (which will hopefully be warm by then).

Please visit drml.org for the most up-to-date information on 
programs at DRML.

Contact information: email rawsonlibrary@drml.org; website 
www.drml.org; phone 802-899-4962.

JERICHO TOWN LIBRARY
Wednesdays, 10:30 AM: Storytime takes place in our 

programming area on the second floor of the library and is 
intended for children aged 0-5 (though all are welcome!). We 
usually share a few books together and a related craft or activity. 
Please note that masks are required indoors for everyone over 2 
years old.

We are open 10:00 AM – 7:00 PM Tuesday, 10:00 AM – 4:00 
PM Wednesday-Friday, and 10:00 AM – 2:00 PM Saturday.

Jericho Town Library is thrilled to introduce our brand-new 
Makerspace! The Makerspace is exactly what it sounds like: an 
area for kids and teens to create, tinker, build, code, and explore 
the world of STEM. With support from the VT Dept of Libraries’ 
ARPA grant, we currently have 3D Pens, SPIKE Prime Lego 
robotics, and a 3D printer. The Makerspace is located on the 
second floor of Jericho Town Library and is open for kids aged 
7-18 whenever the library is open. Come to the library and get 
started creating! While the Makerspace is free for all children and 
teens, the 3D printer can also be used by adults who pay for the 
cost of their materials. Visit our website to read about using the 
Makerspace and 3D printer! https://www.jerichotownlibraryvt.
org/makerspace.html

Find us on Facebook and Instagram (@jerichotownlibrary) 
for regular updates on our programs, services, and collections. 
802-899-4686, library@jerichotownlibraryvt.org, www.
jerichotownlibraryvt.org.

Please check our website and the notice boards outside of 
the library for updates and more information on programs and 
library services: www.jerichotownlibraryvt.org or 802-899-4686.

VARNUM MEMORIAL LIBRARY JEFFERSONVILLE
Adult fiction has been moved to the front, and kids, young 

adults, and adult nonfiction to the back. New releases can be 
found in the middle.

Please let us know how we can assist you by contacting 
varnumrequests@gmail.com or 802-644-2117.

Are you ready to get your grow on? Seeds are now available at 
the Varnum! There are vegetables, flowers and herb seeds to help 
bolster or begin your garden. There are plenty for everyone, so 
don’t be shy and come check the seed library out. Would you like 
to donate some to share? Bring them in and we will help with the 
packaging. Let’s grow something good, together!

Tuesdays, 10:00 AM: Two-Book Tuesday story time! Come 
join us and share in a relaxed story time, followed by a craft to 
make or take. We will aim for the front porch, weather depending. 
If indoors, masking is requested.

Thursdays in April, 4:00 PM: Dungeons and Dragons. Are you 
curious about Dungeons and Dragons? Are you an experienced 
player that needs a party? Come join us. No experience needed; 
all ages welcome!

Fridays in April, 1:00 – 3:00 PM: VT Department of Labor 
Career Services. VT Department of Labor can help you find a 
job you love! Career specialists will be at the Varnum to assist 
you with resume writing, job search and applications, and 
more. Local labor market information. WIOA Trainings: Work 
experience, on-the-job training, and classroom trainings. Vermont 
Department of Labor career specialists will work directly with 
you to find the best job training program for you and the labor 
market. Questions? Reach out to your local VT Department of 
Labor career specialists to learn more! Sarah Forman, 802-661-
8539 or sarah.forman@vermont.gov; Jennifer Isham, 802-793-
8052 or jennifer.isham@vermont.gov.

Tuesdays, April 19 and 26; May 3, 10, 17, 3:00 – 4:00 PM: 
Live Your Why. Co-sponsored by Healthy Lamoille Valley, this 
engaging program for middle schoolers focuses each week on an 
aspect of holistic health and culminates in a raffle for great prizes.

Tuesday, April 26, 6:30 – 8:30 PM: CCLA Club and Board 
Meeting on Zoom; link to follow.

Saturday, April 30, 10:30 AM: Poetry for Tweens and Teens. 
April is National Poetry Month! If you like to write poetry 
or have always wanted to try your hand writing poetry, this 
workshop is a great way to start. You will learn more about one 
of the oldest forms of poetry, which are haikus. Haikus capture 
images of nature in a meaningful way. We will look the history, 
form and practice writing in this workshop. Bring a notebook, 
pen and your poetic selves. Susan M. Sanders (http://imyourpoet.
com/) is a poet and Native Vermonter; she teaches writing classes 
at two Vermont state colleges.

The team at the Varnum: April, Carol, Carrie, Courtney, Hope, 
Jan, Karen, Krista, Laura, Lesley, Liv, Mark, Teelah, and Valerie.

The Varnum Memorial Library is open for curbside pickup and 
in-person browsing. Please continue to wear a mask. Our hours 
are: Tuesdays 9:00 AM – 6:00 PM; Wednesdays 9:00 AM – 6:00 
PM; Thursdays 8:00 AM – 6:00 PM; Fridays 9:00 AM – 3:00 

PM; and Saturdays 9:00 AM – 3:00 PM; closed Sunday-Monday. 
(Note, hours at the Varnum can vary week to week; please check 
the website to be certain.)

The Varnum Library, P.O. Box 198, 194 Main St., Jeffersonville, 
802-644-2117; thevarnum@gmail.com; www.varnumlibrary.org.

WESTFORD PUBLIC LIBRARY
We have moved back inside for the colder weather months. 

We require that all participants wear a mask (regardless of 
vaccination status). Children under 2 are exempt from this 
requirement. We will do our best to social distance. Crafts will 
be a blend of takeaways and in-person. 

The library hours of operation (meaning come in and browse 
the shelves, use the computer, grab a DVD, etc.): Tuesdays 10:00 
AM – 7:00 PM, Wednesdays 1:00 – 7:00 PM, Thursdays 10:00 
AM – 7:00 PM, Fridays 1:00 – 7:00 PM, and Saturday 10:00 
AM – 2:00 PM, no appointments needed. Patrons of all ages are 
welcome, children under 12 must be accompanied by an adult. If 
you feel you need curbside service, for whatever reason, please 
email Bree at the library and we can work something out. We 
want nothing to impede you from using the library.

Thursdays, 6:30 PM: the Fiber Arts Group meets every 
Thursday in person at the library.

The Westford Food Shelf is now open twice a month, on the 
first Wednesday of each month (April 6), 4:30 – 5:30 PM, on 
the third Saturday (March 19), 8:00 – 9:00 AM. With increased 
openings, they need more inventory! The Westford Public 
Library has food collection bins at all curbside pickups from now 
on. These bins are for non-perishable food and household items.

Find us on Facebook (www.facebook.com/
westfordpubliclibrary) and Twitter (www.twitter.com/
WestfordVT_pl). Bree Drapa, Librarian. 802-878-5639; http://
westfordpubliclibrary.org; westfordpubliclibrary@gmail.com. 

FAIRFAX COMMUNITY LIBRARY
We are asking everyone to please wear a face mask in the 

library. To help meet the needs of all library users, Curbside 
Pickup Services will be provided on Tuesdays and Thursdays, 
3:00 – 7:00 PM upon request.

All events are free unless noted. Pre-registration required; 
please sign up at least one week before the program date; call 
802-849-2420 or email libraryfairfax@gmail.com.

April: Community Poet-Tree. Add a poem to the library’s 
poet-tree for national poetry month! You can post your favorite 
poem, or write one of your own. The tree will be up all month, so 
you have plenty of time to get inspired! 

Saturdays, April 23 and 30, 9:00 AM – 1:00 PM: Pin Making. 
Design your very own pins! No registration required. Kids and 
adults of all ages encouraged!

Youth events
Wednesdays, April 20 and 27, 10:30 AM: Preschool Story 

Time. Join us for stories and songs! Children’s books will be 
available to check out as well. Before you leave, pick up an 
activity to make at home!

Wednesday, April 20, 1:00 PM: Escape the Titanic. The library 
is hosting an escape room! Can you find the treasure and escape 
the Titanic in time? Sign up for a time slot and test your wits! 
Ages 8+ Contact libraryfairfax@gmail.com or 802-849-2420 to 
register!

Wednesday, April 27, 3:00 PM: Growing Sprouts. Decorate 
a planter and grow some seeds! Materials provided. Ages 8+ 
Contact libraryfairfax@gmail.com or 802-849-2420 to register!

Thursday, April 28, 3:15 PM: Read with Henry. Sign up for 
a 15-minute slot to read to Henry, a big friendly Newfoundland 
dog!

Adult events
Thursdays, April 28, May 12 and 26, 6:00 PM: Sewing 

Sudio with Chris Bessette. Learn some sewing skills with Chris 
Bessette! Materials provided. Contact libraryfairfax@gmail.com 
or 802-849-2420 to register.

Hours: Mondays, Wednesdays, and Fridays 10:00 AM – 5:30 
PM; Tuesdays and Thursdays 9:00 AM – 7:00 PM; and Saturdays 
9:00 AM – 1:00 PM.

For up-to-date info about programs, visit our website: www.
fairfaxvtlibrary.org, where you can also find a link to the 
interactive Google calendar. For up-to-date info about programs, 
visit our website www.fairfaxvtlibrary.org, where you can also 
find a link to the interactive Google calendar. 75 Hunt Street, 
Fairfax; 802-849-2420.

RICHMOND LIBRARY
Library hours: Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, and Friday, 10:00 

AM – 5:00 PM; Wednesday, 10:00 AM – 8:00 PM; and Saturday, 
10:00 AM – 2:00 PM. Our webpage, Facebook, and email reflect 
this information.

Fine days are arriving. Enjoy good weather days outside at our 
different picnic tables. One of our tables is ADA compliant. We 
have a WiFi booster, too. So get some work done, stream some 
music, have Skype session, all without worrying about signal 
drop.

Arbor Day Celebration Kits: In Vermont we celebrate Arbor 
Day on the first Friday in May (May 2). In partnership with the 
Vermont Urban and Community Forest Program, we will be 
handing out celebration kits containing a tree scavenger hunt, a 
guide to Vermont’s top nine tree species, craft suggestions, and 
a sugar maple grow kit. Available the first week of May while 
supplies last.

Brown Bag or not? Discover Between the Covers is a book 
chat via Zoom with Stacey Symanowicz (Huntington Public 
Library) and Rebecca Mueller (Richmond Free Library). They 
present new and hidden gems from both libraries on the third 
Wednesday of each month (May 18) at 12:00 PM. After the 
librarians offer selections, participants are welcome to chime in 
and let everyone know what’s on their nightstand or end table. 
Zoom links are posted on https://richmondfreelibraryvt.org/
collections/book-chats/.

Fiction Book Group: May’s book is a nonfiction title, The 
Feather Thief: Beauty, Obsession, and the Natural History Heist 
of the Century by Kirk Wallace Johnson. One reviewer described 
it as “one of the most peculiar and memorable true-crime books 
ever.” All are welcome to join the monthly discussion at the 
library; books are available approximately one month ahead. 
Contact Gwen Landis, 802-434-5012 or gwennie1972@yahoo.
com, for information on participating. Tuesday, May 10, 6:00 
PM.

Mystery Book Group: May’s book is The Last Thing She 
Ever Did by Gregg Olsen. This psychological thriller about 
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The apartments. The dining. The amenities. The choices.

18 Carmichael Street, Essex Junction, VT 05452
(802) 871-5808  |  MansfieldPlaceVT.com

Call Laurie today to learn more.
(802) 871-5808(802) 871-5808

PET
FRIENDLY

Life 
Enrichment 
Programs

for Fun and 
Fellowship

• A variety of studio, one and two-bedroom apartments.

• Common areas including living and dining room, private dining room, country kitchens, 
cocktail lounge, exercise room, salon/barber shop, patios, walking paths and gardens.

• Delicious chef-prepared meals and snacks.

• Engaging activities and events, as well as health and fitness programs.

• Assistance with personal care, grooming, bathing, dressing, medication 
management and physical therapy.

• Housekeeping, laundry and maintenance services.

• Scheduled transportation for medical appointments, errands and events.

• Pendant call system to alert for immediate assistance.

At Mansfield Place, the transition to assisted living is a positive 
and happy experience for residents and their loved ones.

Exceptional Senior Living

Uniform Consumer Disclosure is available upon request.

a missing boy on the Deschutes River in Oregon explores the 
things we dare to do when no one is looking. All are welcome 
to join the monthly discussion at the library; books are available 
approximately one month ahead. Contact Maureen Parent, 
802-434-2055 or msparent@gmavt.net, for information on 
participating. Thursday, May 19, 7:00 PM.

May Art Show: On the walls for May and June you will 
find the work of watercolor artist Deana Allgaier, a resident of 
Huntington, VT. She is a self-taught artist by night and a trained 
chef and registered dietitian by day. She loves to create, whether 
it’s with paint or with food, and is inspired by things she finds 
and observes in and around her home. She has been exploring 
with different color palettes and lately has been drawn to painting 
abstract landscapes, still life, and local buildings. You can find 
more of her work on her website (www.dastudiovt.com) or visit 
her art studio in the Fuller Building next to the post office in 
Huntington.

STEAM Kits: STEAM is the acronym for Science, Technology, 
Engineering, Arts, and Mathematics. We have ten different 
STEAM Kits ready for families to take home that will provide 
young learners with introductory knowledge and skill building 
in important subject areas. Kits contain books, toys, games, 
tools, and instructions. Subjects include: The Universe, Robots 
and Coding, Money and Math, Food and Nutrition, Yoga, Music 
and Meditation, Backyard Bird Watching, Electricity, Structural 
Engineering, and Water Quality. Each kit lists an appropriate age 
range; most are appropriate for PreK through grade 3. Look for 
what’s available in the picture book room.

Launchpads are preloaded tablets that are curated with 
collections of learning apps and videos for young children and 
are ready to play right off the shelf. The simple, easy-to-use 
interface is 100% secure, and requires no download time or Wi-
Fi. They offer a fun, interactive way for young children to build 
literacy, math, and life skills and can be used anytime, anywhere. 
Find them in the picture book room.

Spring Youth Programs are currently ongoing with COVID 
precautions in place as needed. Program details are below. 
Weekly youth programs at the Library run September-May and 
follow the MMUUSD school district schedule for vacation days 
and weather closure days. 

Baby Laptime: This short, active storytime is for our youngest 
little book lovers and their grown ups. We’ll look at picture 
books, sing simple songs, do some rhyming and bouncing and 
sometimes get out the shakers and scarves. Designed for infants 
and early toddlers. Join us on Mondays at 10:30 AM.

Storytime and Playgroup: The good times kick off with stories 
and songs in the Library Community Room and then the toys 
come out for free play with friends old and new. Co-sponsored by 
the Library and the Lund Center, this program is for kids infant-
five and their grown ups, and is held on Wednesdays from 10:00 
AM – 12:00 PM.

Peace by Piece: The library received a donation of beautiful 
jigsaw puzzles in excellent (nearly new) condition. We have 
added these to our growing “library of things” and they are 
now ready for borrowing. (Love puzzles? The Richmond 

Congregational Church across the street from the Library also 
has a puzzle exchange in the fellowship hall, open to all.)

Contact us at 802-434-3036 (leave a message after hours) or 
rfl@gmavt.net.

Richmond Free Library, 201 Bridge St., P.O. Box 997, 
Richmond, VT 05477; 802-434-3036; fax 802-434-3223; www.
richmondfreelibraryvt.org.

BROWNELL LIBRARY, ESSEX JUNCTION
Contact us at frontdesk@brownelllibrary.org or 802-878-

6955.
Brownell Library, 6 Lincoln St., Essex Junction. Contact Main 

Desk 802-878-6955, Youth Desk 802-878-6956, Reference Desk 
802-878-6957, or frontdesk@brownelllibrary.org.

ESSEX FREE LIBRARY
Our online resources and services are always open. All 

you need is your library card. Don’t have a library card? 
Request a virtual library e-card today to access our ebook 
and audiobook collections. (https://docs.google.com/
forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScH6EFIcpRRmOhjQ_O1GTNOzZ1_
eJS3WJtR4BQe1aT6mYMT0A/viewform?vc=0&c=0&w=1)

Essex Free Library, 1 Browns River Rd., Essex. 802-879-
0313; essexfreelibrary.com

Hey, Babies — we are 
looking for you!

The Westford Public Library has not been able to have our 
annual Baby Tea for a couple of years, so we are celebrating all 
children born from March 2019-March 2022 in one big event!

Save the date for Westford Family Fest: Saturday, June 4, 
10:00 AM – 12:30 PM on the Common.

If your child was born in Westford during that time span, you 
should have received an invite in the mail. If you did not, please 
contact Bree at the library.

If you have moved into town and your child fits into that age 
category, you are invited too! It can be hard to get out and meet 
people, especially during a pandemic, or if you are new to town. 
Come meet people with kids the same age as yours! Please contact 
Bree at the library, 802-878-5639 or westfordpubliclibrary@
gmail.com, if your child fits into this category — we want to be 
sure we know about them so we can dedicate a book to them, too!

The Westford Public Library dedicates a book to each child 
born in Westford. On June 4, come see what book is dedicated to 
your child and check it out for the first time! No library card — 
no problem! We can do that too!

We can’t wait to make you and your family feel welcome at 
the Westford Public Library!

patrons! Our library has access to Overdrive as part of the Green 
Mountain Library Consortium (GMLC), which manages this 
system for public libraries. You can find this resource at https://
gmlc.overdrive.com/.

GMLC has recently completed a long-awaited systems 
upgrade that will change the way patrons sign into Overdrive and 
the Libby app. Signing in will have two steps, with your library 
card number and a password: sign in with your 14-digit library 
card number (2VSOG + nine digits); your password is your last 
name (lower case).

While it could take a few days for the upgrade to be completed, 
please don’t hesitate to contact the library staff (802-849-2420 or 
libraryfairfax@gmail.com) if you have any questions! We are 
happy to help!

Note: a few patrons have a unique password that could include 
an extra letter or two at the end of their last name or a combined 
last name. For these patrons, we will call or email with your 
password information.

It’s a mistake to think the American Robin common — and 
uninteresting. BirdNote, a partner of the National Audubon 
Society, produced this recorded story of the robin’s evening 
song: from sunset until dark, a robin adds whispered notes to 
create a song of “remarkable grace and complexity,” which 
you can hear at https://www.audubon.org/news/hear-robins-
intricate-evening-song-slowed-down?  

PHOTO BY J. ARTHUR ANDERSON/
 AUDUBON PHOTOGRAPHY AWARDS

Accessing Fairfax Library’s 
upgraded eBook/Audiobook apps

From Fairfax Community Library
The Fairfax Community Library has offered eBooks and 

Audiobooks through Overdrive and the Libby app and we are 
so glad to continue to make this great resource available to all 

“Communities that work with newspapers 
have better informed citizens.”

— Steve Pappas, The Times Argus
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WORSHIP SERVICES

LETTER TO THE EDITOR

How much “growth” 
is really necessary?
To the Editor,

Here’s my thoughts on our lovely little town:
I fully approve of the River Conservancy plan to purchase 

the 1705 property and conserve the appropriate portions of the 
land. There is no downside to this. Keeping as much land safe as 
possible is simply a great idea. The Pigeon Trust has been very 
patient, and they should know how important this is to many 
people and how much we appreciate them! I also believe it should 
absolutely be dedicated to Roland and Nettie!

I also support the concept of a new building to offer a few 
affordable units for residential use. It’s not a very big lot, and 
a big building would look out of character, and two buildings 
would be crowded. How about one nice farmhouse style four unit 
house, with plenty of yard and garden space. Thank you to the PC 
for acknowledging the concerns of our residents and planning a 
setback similar to the Pigeon House, a way better idea! But why 
is the PC suggesting two buildings? If there is a reason, please 
share! I’ve been watching for updates on this project, but there 
have really not been any, not the details anyway. The video is a 
great general overview, but no details.

We need to hear more about the Town Office, too, before we 
talk of housing. That was the original stated intention of the 
whole 1705 project.

I do not support curbs, and I’m not sure why this is being 
presented as if it were a done deal. I recall one survey of, I think 
around 60 people, where only two said they wanted sidewalks 
and curbs. On that narrow curvy section of road, curbs will be a 
stumbling hazard, a nightmare for snowplowing, and a driving 
safety concern in an emergency if someone needs to swerve 
off a little to accommodate a very large truck or careless driver 
crossing the center line, which has happened to me several times. 
Curbs are also artificial looking and not in keeping with rural 
character. I cannot see the point at all.

And what of plans for the existing house? I believe I am 
correct that there is grant money available for needed repairs and 
renovations if the building is considered “commercial?” So, have 
a couple nice office spaces, or one office and an apartment/condo 
(or whatever you want to call it these days… a rose is still a rose).

I’m still wondering why there is no Plan B for septic? It is not 
guaranteed the big planned wastewater system will occur. Many 
of feel it is way out of proportion to our little town. Shouldn’t 
someone be researching other possibilities, perhaps a few million 
dollars less and focused on a smaller concept, for existing needs? 
How about the ARPA funds for that? The cost of that big plant 
up on Brookside could surely renovate many of the individual 
existing systems?

“Growth” is not always an absolute necessity. Growth, when 
we think of a child, or a seedling flower, can be a wonderful thing. 
But not all growth is healthy. Uncontrolled growth can lead to a 
tangle of weeds, a cancer, a Tafts Corners. There is absolutely 
nothing wrong with saying, “enough.” There is nothing wrong 
with saying, “you know, I like it the way it is.” Sure, we should 
talk about improvements, but we don’t have to go along with 
them, it’s okay to say, “nice ideas, but I like the way it is.”

Westford residents are saying that. We like rural. And that’s 
okay. That’s why many of are here, not in Milton or Burlington. 
Let’s preserve and improve what we have, conservatively and 
respectfully. And maybe add a bit here and there. Or maybe not.

Carol Winfield
Westford

Summer camp, 
summer fun information

MMCTV TV Camp June 27-July 1 — Middle schoolers are 
invited to sign up for a week of filmmaking learning and fun 
with Mount Mansfield Community TV (MMCTV), scheduled 
for Monday-Friday, June 27-July 1. This year, we’ll be focusing 
on making a scene from Star Wars (the 1977 film) as a part of 
Crowdsourced Cinema VT.

Details and registration are online at our website www.
MtMansfieldCtv.org. Please register soon as space is limited.

Musical Theater Camp for Kids at Poker Hill Arts — 
Two wonderful teachers will be hosting a one-week musical 
theater day camp at Poker Hill Arts, Poker Hill Rd., Underhill, 
Monday-Friday, July 18-22. The camp, which will run 9:00 
AM – 3:00 PM, is for children entering second grade or exiting 
fifth grade at the end of the current school year. There are just 
a few more spaces open. Read more online at https://docs.
google.com/document/d/1McOkftOlTmT0D7ZFjMcfMLw-
xKUdleJ8IpnQRgVoXJE/edit or email Dana, dthomas0712@
gmail.com.

Westford Rec is offering summer programs, including: 
Archery Mondays, June 20 and 27, 4:30 – 5:30 PM at the Westford 
School (limited slots available), $50; Parent and Me T-Ball for 
ages 3-6 on Saturdays, June 25-August 20, 9:00 – 10:00 AM at 
the Westford School, $25. Sign up for all Westford Rec programs 
at https://westford.us/recreation; for more information or to 
volunteer, contact recreation@westfordvt.us. 

Burlington City Arts will offer a summer camp, and 
registration is now open for their half- or full-day camps and 
aftercare; full and partial scholarships are available. For more 
information, see BCA’s digital summer camp catalog at https://
www.burlingtoncityarts.org/adult-youth-and-family-classes.

Green Mountain Conservation Camp Sponsorships: 
GMCC, operated by VT Fish & Wildlife since 1966, is open 
to any child 12-14 years old with an interest in the natural 
world and joining a welcoming community. Financial aid is 
available to cover full cost. To learn more, contact 802-522-
2925 or FWGMCC@vermont.gov, or go online to https://
vtfishandwildlife.com/node/244. 

YMCA Summer Day Camp in Underhill: The YMCA’s 
Camp Koda returns to Underhill this summer, at a time when 
kids need a safe and stimulating environment during the summer 
more than ever.

Camp Koda offers seven one-week sessions for children 
who have completed kindergarten through age 12. Parents have 
three-day or five-day options and, as a licensed program, eligible 
families can use state subsidy for this camp. Y financial assistance 
may also be available. Learn more and register at https://www.
gbymca.org/summer-camps/camp-koda.

Each week has a different theme, so campers who come for 
multiple weeks remain engaged and having fun. In addition to 
fun, fun, fun, kids develop skills, gain confidence, and build 
positive relationships with peers and adults.

Y staff create opportunities for your child by providing 
creative, age-appropriate, and safe activities that promote social, 
physical, intellectual, and emotional growth — all through 
recreational play and hands-on activities.

Learn more and register at https://www.gbymca.org/summer-
camps/camp-koda.

Cambridge CC Buck Lake Camp; scholarships 
may still be available. Are you looking for something for 
your child to do this summer? Do they love the outdoors? The 
Cambridge Conservation Commission (CCC) would like to help 
send your child to the VT Fish and Wildlife’s Green Mountain 
Conservation Camp at Buck Lake.

Camp runs in one-week sessions in June, July, and August for 
boys and girls, ages 12-14. Please send an email to Conservation 
Commission Member Tim Larned, timlarned@myfairpoint.net, 
stating why you would like to go and what you love about the 
outdoors, to be considered for this scholarship. The amount of 
the scholarship will be determined by the number of applicants. 
Scholarships will be awarded until finds are depleted. Camp 
spots fill fast so please respond ASAP.

Campers will meet game wardens, foresters, fisheries and 
wildlife biologists, and others who work in the outdoors. Some 
of the fun activities that take place include learning about 
forestry, wetland ecology, orienteering, outdoor safety skills, 
fly fishing and spin casting, fly tying, archery, hiking and 
camping, canoeing, swimming, firearm safety, and much more… 
Opportunities for new friendships abound! Campers will receive 
both their State Hunter Education and Bow Hunter Certifications 
at the completion of the week.

For more information about the camp and specific dates, go to 
www.vtfishandwildlife.com.

Lamoille Natural Resource Conservation Summer 
Camp: It’s not long until kids will be out of school for summer. 
Registration is now open for Lamoille Nature Center Summer 
camps! At the camp located on Cole Hill Road in Morrisville, 
kids will spend the days learning through hands-on exploration 
at our 40 acres forest reserve. Camp groups are capped at 10-12 
kids and run from 9:00 AM – 3:00 PM. The cost per camper $225 
for LCCD members and $275 for non-members; scholarships are 
available. This year we are offering:

• Layers of Life (5-8 year olds, July 11-14);
• Guardians of the Watershed (8-12 year olds, July 18-22); and
• Wild Art, a collaborative camp with River Arts (8-12 year 

olds, July 25-29).
For more information and to register, go online to https://

lcnrcd.com/summer-camps/.

The difference between native, 
non-native, and invasive plants
Research shows that native plants can help create a healthier 
ecosystem to support a higher diversity of wildlife. The plants 
we choose for our yards, gardens, and public spaces have a 
huge impact on birds, yet so much of ornamental landscaping 
is dominated by non-native species. How do we know what 
to replace? Differentiating between native plants, non-native 
plants, and invasive plants can be both simple and nuanced. We 
break it down for you, and provide some alternatives to plants 
you might have in your backyard or local box store. Above, a 
native sweat bee on Gailladria aristata, commonly known as 
a Common Blanketflower, in a Habitat Hero Plants for Birds 
garden in downtown Fort Collins, CO. To learn more, go online 
to https://www.audubon.org/news/what-difference-between-
native-non-native-and-invasive-plants? 
              PHOTO BY EVAN BARRIENTOS/AUDUBON ROCKIES

Virtual services at MMUUF
Sunday services at the Mount Mansfield Unitarian Universalist 

Fellowship are held at 9:30 AM on the second and fourth Sundays 
of each month, September-June (April 24; May 8). Services are 
led by members of the fellowship and by invited guest speakers, 
including visiting UU ministers and leaders of other faiths. Each 
service explores a different topic. Worship, reflect, and sustain one 
another, within an inclusive spiritual community, built on values 
of honoring and affirming the worth of every person, striving for 
justice, participating in the world community, and respecting the 
natural web of existence. Services will be exclusively held over 
Zoom; please contact info@mmuuf.org or 802-899-2558 for how 
to join. Located at 195 VT Rt. 15, Jericho. Learn more at www.
mmuuf.org and www.uua.org.

Jericho United Methodist Church
Jericho United Methodist Church welcomes you to grow in 

Christ with us. We hold dear the United Methodist Church’s 
motto: “Open doors. Open Hearts. Open Minds.” We recognize 
that our faith journeys are all unique, just as we as individuals are 
all unique. Know that whoever you are, whatever you do, you are 
welcome here. We believe that we grow together or not at all. All 
are welcome! Join us Sundays at 10:00 AM. There will be music, 
prayer and message from our pastor, Rev. Taeseob Cho. Please 
contact Rev. Cho at the church phone number, 802-899-4288, 
or his email, umccho@gmail.com. Located next to the Jericho 
Town Hall on VT Rt. 15.

United Church of Underhill
The United Church of Underhill is an active, vibrant 

congregation. We are young and old; single, couples, and 
families; believers, questioners, and questioning believers. All 
are welcome. Some people think of us as the Harvest Market 
Church or the Clutter Barn Church. We gather to worship 
together every Sunday morning at 10:00 AM. Our service is 
traditional but lively, with music, a children’s sermon, and much 
more. For instructions on joining worship from home, please 
see https://unitedchurchofunderhill.com/joining-worship-from-
home/. We provide many opportunities for worship, fellowship, 
and service, but we also welcome you to come in, be still, and 
contemplate your faith. Located at 7 Park St., Underhill. Pastor’s 
office (with voicemail) 802-899-1722; church secretary, Tuesday 
and Wednesday 11:30 AM – 2:30 PM (no voicemail) 802-899-
4583.

Second Congregational Church, Jeffersonville
The Second Congregational Church in Jeffersonville would 

like to invite all who feel called to join us for our online church 
services, Sundays at 10:30 AM. Know that no matter who you 
are or where you are in life’s journey, you are welcome at our 
church; or in this case, our web-space! https://www.facebook.
com/SecondCongregationalUCC.

Jericho Congregational Church is here to help
Jericho Congregational Church — “An Historic Church 

Proclaiming an Eternal Message” on the Green in Jericho 
Center, VT. Senior Pastor, David Coons and Youth Pastor, Peter 
Anderson. Sunday School at 8:30 AM for all ages, Fellowship at 
9:30 AM, Worship Service at 10:00 AM; Nursery care provided. 
Youth group 6:15 PM Sundays in our Sunday school building. 
899-4911; officejcc@comcast.net; www.jccvt.org

All are welcome at Good Shepherd, Jericho
You are invited to worship at Good Shepherd Church on VT 

Rt. 15 at 9:00 AM every Sunday. The building is accessible — 
all are welcome! At this time, masks are worn by everyone, 
regardless of vaccination status. There are varied musical styles 
in worship services, including Folk, Contemporary, Celtic, 
Latin American, and traditional. In addition, weekday online 
offerings include Prayerful Meditation, Tuesday Evening Prayer, 
and Centering Prayer. Good Shepherd also offers the monthly 
online Racism in America Forum. Access information and more 
about the church is at http://goodshepherdjericho.org/. We are 
an open-minded Christian community with a focus on social 
justice issues, where people from different faith traditions, along 
with those who aren’t sure where they belong or what they 
believe, seek the support of a spiritual home. We welcome you 
in the name and love of Christ. Contact Pastor Arnold Isidore 
Thomas for more information, 802-503-9666 or pastorthomas@
goodshepherdjericho.org.

Calvary Episcopal Church
Calvary Episcopal Church in Jericho has now resumed 

worshipping in person on Sundays at 9:30 AM. If you would 
like worship service information, please contact the parish 
administrator at calvarychurchjericho@gmail.com, or call 802-
899-0453. All are warmly invited!

St. Thomas Catholic Church
St. Thomas Catholic Church in Underhill Center invites you 

to join us in person for the Holy Mass at 8:30 AM every Sunday. 
There is also a vigil Mass at 4:00 PM on Saturday evenings. Our 
priest, Fr. Richard Calapan, also celebrates Mass during the week, 
on Tuesdays at 6:30 PM and Fridays at 8:00 AM. Confessions are 
available on Tuesdays before Mass. Visit us at www.stthomasvt.
com or call 802-899-4632 for more information.

Waterville Union Church
We meet in person at 9:30 AM at the church; masks 

recommended. Zoom is only available when there is bad weather 
or illness of a speaker. We do not post our recorded services to 
Facebook. But information can be found at https://www.facebook.
com/watervilleunionchurch. watervilleunionchurchvt@gmail.
com; 32 Church St., Waterville.

SUMMER CAMPS

Wyatt Cunningham of Waterbury, VT participated in the Emerson Film Festival at Emerson College, Boston, MA. Cunningham 
directed two short films, Take Care of Yourself and Sounds of the City, featured at the Emerson Film Festival. Cunningham is majoring 
in Interdisciplinary studies and is a member of the class of 2024.

Send your news 
to the Mountain 

Gazette at
mtngazette
@gmavt.net
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Green Up Day is Saturday, May 7: 
information from the State
From general information, green-up gear, a Green Up app — 
really — to the 2022 Green Up Day Poster winners, and more, 
go online to https://greenupvermont.org. 

Details for Green Up Day
in Cambridge

Pick up Green Up bags at Town Clerk’s office, King’s Market, 
The Farm Store, Aubuchon’s, The Village Sampler prior to Green 
Up Day, and at the Cambridge Area Rotary’s Pie for Breakfast 
event at Cambridge Elementary School at 9:00 AM on the day!

Leave full bags at closest intersection town road to be picked 
up by the Cambridge Road Crew.

Green Up Day bags 
available in Bolton

By Amy Grover, Bolton Town Clerk and Treasurer
2022 Green Up Day bags are now available at the Bolton 

Town Office, 24/7, in a plastic bin on the front porch!
If you head out early to start greening up and fill some bags, 

please hold on to them, and then bring them to the Town Garage 
for disposal on Green Up Day, Saturday, May 7!

It is with great sadness we announce 
the passing of Marlene Ann McDonald, 
84, of Jerihill Lane, Jericho, VT on 
Saturday, March 26, 2022 at the University 
of Vermont Medical Center Hospital, 
Burlington, VT following a long illness. 
Marlene was born on September 30, 1937 
in Burlington, VT, the daughter of George 
and Beulah (Booska) McDonald; she was 
the third child of four children. Marlene 
graduated high school in Burlington on 
June 22, 1956 and attended Nyack College. 

In her younger years, Marlene worked at Mazels Shoe Dept., 
Gaynes, along with part-time waitressing. She worked hard to 
support herself and her two children Kevin and Lisa. In 1970, 
she and her children moved to Huntington, VT to help the 
Aruzza family after the loss of their mother. She resigned from 
her job to help raise five additional children: Terry, Cathy, John, 
Stephen, and Michael. She opened the “Yarn Barn” as a side 
business and did bookkeeping for John Aruzza’s Exxon Station 
in Essex, VT. She later worked at Digital Corporation in various 
roles, ending her time within the accounting department. Before 
retiring, Marlene moved to Florida and worked in Home Health. 
Marlene was strong, persevering, loving, kind, compassionate, 
and a faithful friend. Marlene loved gathering with family and 
friends, playing horseshoes, cards, music, knitting, and sharing 
funny stories. Marlene also enjoyed puzzles, reading, bingo, the 
Red Sox, Nascar, and trips to Florida, Georgia, Virginia, and the 
ocean in Maine. She also loved talking on the phone to her many 
friends and family to keep in touch, giving a listening ear, advice, 
encouragement, or have a good laugh. She especially loved her 
conversations with her sister Nancy. Marlene was a woman 
before her time. Although she excelled at all her jobs, she took 
great joy in building and remodeling things. She loved carpentry 

and was glad that her son, Kevin, went into that field. You never 
knew what you would come home to: a new closet, something 
painted, something restored, or most frequently “something 
moved.” Everyone that knew Marlene, knew she loved dogs. 
She would often tell her mother, “They just followed me home.” 
Rescuing dogs was her passion. While living in Florida she met 
the perfect friend, Sandra Rawlings. Sandra ran a dog rescue, 
and they became immediate friends. Marlene had a soft heart, 
along with Sandra, for rescuing dogs from kill shelters, nursing 
them back to health, and finding them the right homes. She loved 
cats as well. Marlene was one of the founders of North Avenue 
Alliance Church under Rev. John Carlson, going door to door 
sharing the Gospel and inviting people to church as a teenager. 
She was baptized August 23, 1953. Due to declining health, she 
could not attend church. She enjoyed watching Pastors Andy 
Stanley, David Jeremiah, Robert Jeffress, and Jimmy Swaggart 
on Sundays and throughout the week on television. Marlene 
loved her family deeply. She was a giver and loved to give gifts, 
spend time with those she loved, prepare a meal, or whatever 
the need was, she gave cheerfully. She appreciated and looked 
forward to Sundays when Kevin and his wife Gayla would visit 
to play games and help out with chores. She appreciated Lisa and 
her family for all the help they gave her each week, and housing 
her during her many trips to visit family in Vermont. Marlene 
loved her grandchildren and spent as much time with them as she 
could. Many hours were spent together shopping, playing games, 
dates to McDonald’s and Al’s, berry picking, and even camping 
out with all six grandkids in a popup camper. When the great-
grandchildren arrived, she felt doubly blessed! She could hold 
them, love them, and eventually play games with them. They all 
brought her great joy! She enjoyed every picture of the ones that 
lived far away. The Jerihill Senior Community became a second 
family to her. She so enjoyed playing bingo, all the banter, sharing 

stories, the country setting, and all the friendships she developed 
over the years. She enjoyed checking in on others, and helped 
coordinate holiday meals by phone. Her neighbors checked in on 
her as well, always willing to lend a hand. A special thank you to 
Judy, Donna, Annette and Rick, Marilyn, Mary, and others. She 
loved you all and appreciated you so much! Marlene is survived 
by her children Kevin McDonald and his wife Gayla (Haven), 
and Lisa (McDonald) Shearer and her husband Doug; her sister 
Nancy (McDonald) Roy and husband Rob; her grandchildren, 
Amanda (McDonald) Martinez and husband Donovan, Hannah 
(McDonald) Perez and husband Garibel, Owen McDonald and 
wife Jamie (Hackley), April (Shearer) Williams and husband Dan, 
Daniel Shearer, Sam Shearer and his wife Allison (Forsythe); her 
16 great-grandchildren: Domique, Kaylean, Ava, Everly, Caleb, 
Alexis, Payson, Wyatte, Leah, Raymond, Matthew, Abigail, 
Josiah, Benjamin, Lyla, and Malachi; one great-great-grandchild, 
Easton, along with two aunts, and several nieces and nephews. 
She was predeceased by her parents, George and Beulah 
McDonald, as well as her brothers, whom she loved and missed 
dearly, Ralph Wallace McDonald and his wife Patricia, and Earl 
George McDonald and his wife Judy; as well as her dear friend, 
John Aruzza. A special thank you to others who have helped 
in the care of Marlene throughout the years: Joanne Blodgett, 
Wendy Letourneau, Robin Aruzza, Dr. John Wright and Dr. 
Sarah Wagner, VNA, and Mount Mansfield Villagers. Visiting 
hours were at the Ready Funeral Home Mountain View Chapel, 
Essex Junction, VT on Thursday, April 7, 2022. A celebration of 
her Life will be held at Essex Alliance Church, Essex Junction, 
on Friday, April 8, 2022. Burial will be at a later date in May in 
Belvidere, VT. Condolences for her family can be sent to their 
home or Ready’s website. Flowers can be sent to Mountain View 
Chapel, or donations in her memory can be sent to the Humane 
Society.

Jericho’s Green Up 
Day breakfast is back

Drop in to the Jericho Community Center, 329 Browns Trace, 
Jericho Center, between 8:30 – 10:00 AM on Green Up Day — 
Saturday, May 7 — to share breakfast with your neighbors before 
heading out to green up. Bring a dish to share! Coffee, tea, and 
cold drinks will be provided.

You can sign up for a road segment at https://jerichovt.org/
green-up-day? but you don’t need to sign up to green up!

Green Up Day bags are available at Jericho Town Hall, Jericho 
Town Library, the Deborah Rawson Memorial Library, and at the 
Community Center on Green Up Day.

On Green Up Day, the Town Garage (510 Browns Trace) will 
be open 10:00 AM – 2:00 PM to collect Green Up Day trash, 
trash, scrap metal, and tires that are found along the roadside. 
Do not bring propane tanks; leave them where they are and let 
the Town know about the location either by calling 802-899-
4936 x1 or finding the link to the Green Up Spots mapping 
tool (link at https://jerichovt.org/green-up-day?) and using it 
to “pin” the location. GreenUp Day trash will only be accepted 
from municipal trucks at CSWD, so bring your trash to the Town 
Garage by 2:00 PM on Saturday.

Also at https://jerichovt.org/green-up-day? There is a Your 
Green Up Photos tool where yoyu can upload your Green Up 
photos to share with the Town.

GREENUP DAY INFORMATION
Where to find Green Up 
Day bags in Underhill

2022 Green Up Day bags are now available at the Wells Corner 
Market in Underhill Center, Jacob’s Family Market on Park St. 
in Underhill Flats, and at the Underhill Town Hall (outside) in 
Underhill Center.

Full Green Up bags may be dropped off at the Town Garage on 
New Road on Saturday, May 1, 9:00 AM – 1:00 PM. Bags must 
be dropped off; they will not be picked up.

How to Green Up in Westford
Please remember that Saturday, May7 is Green Up Day! You 

can find the green bags at the library or in the bin outside the 
Town Office.

On the morning of Green Up Day we will have water, coffee, 
fruit, and granola bars available for the volunteers at the library.

After you pick up the roadside trash, you will have to bring the 
bags to the designated dumpster at the firehouse.

The Elementary School students will no longer be covering 
the dirt roads, so feel free to pick up trash on any road you like. 
I have created a team on the Green Up Day smart phone App 
called “Westford.” Feel free to download it and join the team. 
This is new to me but we may be able to share information about 
which roads we covered, etc.

Contact Mark Peloquin if you have any questions, 802-233-
6417 or mark_peloquin@yahoo.com. 

MISCELLANEOUS NEWS

Dawn’s 3SquaresVT Story
From the VT Dept. For Children And Families

Dawn turned 82 on her last birthday. She lives with her hus-
band of 60 years in a small cozy house just outside of White Riv-
er Junction. With Social Security as their sole source of income, 
they have to be extra careful about managing their money.

“I was raised during WWII,” said Dawn. “I learned how to 
buy and cook foods economically. I can feed my family well with 
a grocery cart full of nothing but vegetables. I can also make a 
four-pound roast and some vegetables last for almost a week. 
I make a roast with vegetables one day, heat everything up for 
dinner the next day, chop up some of the leftover beef and add 
potatoes, onions, and carrots to make curry after that, then make 
a nice cottage pie with the rest.”

Living on a fixed income can be challenging, though, even for 
someone with Dawn’s amazing ability to stretch a dollar!

So about nine years ago, she applied for 3SquaresVT, a federal 
program that helps eligible Vermonters to put food on the table. 
She doesn’t like computers much, so she filled out all of the re-
quired forms on paper. She found the 20-page application a bit 
hard to understand, so she reached out and asked for help.

“My worker Lisa was incredibly helpful. She worked with me 
to make sure I sent in everything that was needed.”

Dawn’s 3SquaresVT benefits are deposited as cash directly 
into her bank account each month. She uses the money to buy 
healthy foods to cook for herself and her husband. Getting the ex-
tra help frees up their limited resources to spend on other things.

After working as a nurse for more than 50 years, Dawn is 
ready to enjoy her well-deserved retirement. 3SquaresVT makes 
it a little bit easier for her and her husband to do just that.

“It’s not charity. We’ve paid our taxes and worked for it.”
—
There is now an easier way for older and disabled Vermonters 

to apply for benefits. It is called 3SquaresVT in a SNAP. The ap-
plication is only eight pages long, and you keep your benefits for 
three years with no additional paperwork. Dawn and her husband 
qualify for this simplified process because they are both over 60 
and have no income from a job.

Learn more at https://dcf.vermont.gov/benefits/3SquaresVT/
SNAP.

Clutter Barn to reopen May 7 
The Clutter Barn, on VT Rt. 15, will be open on Saturday, May 

7. Donations will be accepted the same way as the last two years. 

Enter on the Park St. side of the church parking lot. Drive to the 
tent and unload presorted, gently used items, one car at a time.

The “stuff” you donate should be presorted into the following 
categories: clothing (baby, children, and adult), small electronics, 
children and adult books (NO COOKBOOKS will be accepted 
this year), crafts, fabric, yarn, wooden wares, pictures and frames, 
office supplies, tools, sports, and kitchen and house wares. Pre-
sorting helps speed up the unloading time and facilitates the 
placement of the items in the correct place in the barn.

Another change from last year is NO SHOES or SNEAKERS 
will be accepted. We will take boots, but shoes, sneakers, and 
cookbooks take up a lot of space and are not good sellers. The 
upstairs of the Clutter Barn is receiving a renovation this year to 
make it easier for shoppers to see our items. Come see our new 
look.

Thank you for your support with your donations. The United 
Church of Underhill appreciates the wonderful gently used items 
that come in.

The donation dates for 2022 — all Saturdays — are: May 7, 14, 
and 28, June 11, July2 and 16, August 6 and 13, and September 
3; the final donation day will be September 10. Time for donation 
drop offs is 8:30 AM – 12:00 PM. Please do not leave donations 
at other times because if it rains, they are ruined.

The sale dates for 2022 — all Saturdays — are: June 25, July 
30, and August 27; and Harvest Market, Saturday-Sunday, Sep-
tember 24-25. The summer sales are held from 9:00 AM – 3:00 
PM. Harvest Market times will be advertised later in the season.

We are always looking for volunteers if you have time to share 
with us. If you have questions about what we accept or about 
volunteering, go to clutterbarn@ucu.church or call Sharon, 802-
899-3572, or Kathy, 802-899-3122.

As always, thank you for your continued support.

Volunteer Opportunities 
with United Way

LEND A HAND. VOLUNTEER — United Way’s Volunteer 
Connection site is set up to help connect agencies and volunteers. 
Agencies are working hard to navigate volunteering during this 
time, but opportunities are increasing. To learn more about these 
and other opportunities, go online to Volunteer Connection at 
https://unitedwaynwvt.galaxydigital.com/. 

BRING A MEAL — Hope Lodge offers a home away from 

home for cancer patients and their families while the patients are 
undergoing treatment. Volunteers are invited to drop off a home-
cooked meal that would serve about 15 people. Dinner is at 6:00 
PM, but drop-offs can happen at your convenience. To sign up on 
the meal train, call 802-658-0649 or visit https://www.TakeThe-
mAMeal.com/JVXC0633.

SPRING CLEANING — Winooski Valley Park District and 
the Ethan Allen Homestead Museum need help getting ready for 
the coming seasons. Volunteers are needed for a general spring 
cleaning of the grounds and buildings including raking, moving 
gravel for paths, touching up paint, dusting, window cleaning, 
and sweeping. Flexible schedules between 9:00 AM – 1:00 PM. 
Contact Tim Larned, timlarned@wvpd.org.

SERVE A MEAL — ANEW Place is looking for volunteers to 
serve evening meals at the Champlain Inn Low Barrier Tempo-
rary Housing Facility. The food is provided by New Moon Ca-
tering, and volunteers help to set up, serve, and clean up after the 
meal. Pick a day, Monday-Sunday, from 6:00 – 8:30 PM. Contact 
Andre Clark, clark@newplacevt.org.

REACHING OUT — Common Good Vermont will be survey-
ing Vermont nonprofits for detailed information about the range, 
average, levels of wages, and benefits to help with recruitment 
and retention efforts in the sector. They are looking for volunteers 
to help with outreach to make nonprofits aware of this opportu-
nity via phone or email and encouraging them to complete the 
survey. A good opportunity for volunteers who care about this 
element of the nonprofit sector. Contact morgan@unitedwayn-
wvt.org.

URGENT NEED! — Franklin County Meals on Wheels has 
an urgent need for volunteers to deliver Meals on Wheels in St. 
Albans and Swanton between 9:30 – 11:30 AM once a week, 
once a month, or whatever fits your schedule. Here’s the chance 
to be the friendly face that brightens a senior’s day! Contact Jil-
lian Brady, jbrady@agewellvt.org.

Beginners’ running 
and walking program for women

Women of Bolton and Jericho are encouraged to try First 
Strides Vermont, a women’s beginner (really and truly) Running 
and Walking Program, along with your sisters, mothers, daugh-
ters, co-workers, friends. The program will be held on the Wil-
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ART / MUSIC / THEATER

Miscellaneous continued from page 11

Social Band sings in the Spring! Social Band is delighted 
to resume our seasonal cycle of song with two performances in 
one April weekend of joyful, choral performances — Saturday, 
April 23, 7:30 PM, at Temple Sinai, 500 Swift St., S. Burlington, 
and Sunday, April 24, 3:00 PM, at Charlotte Congregational 
Church, 403 Church Hill Rd., Charlotte. Just as the year is 
beginning its annual upswing into everything green, Social 
Band will present its own kind of new growth with premieres of 
works by Don Jamison and Clyde Powers. We’ll also feature our 
perennial styles of Renaissance music and American shape-note 
tunes along with a refreshing dose of poetry, robust harmony, 
and singing camaraderie. Join us and be refreshed! Suggested 
donation: $18 at the door includes a pie raffle. Both venues are 
wheelchair accessible. Social Band (a fully-vaccinated, non-
profit organization) will sing without masks; audience members 
will be required to wear masks. Should requirements change, it 
will be posted online at https://socialband.org/concerts/.

Community Concerts at First will present Claire Black, 
renowned classical pianist, in a performance on Sunday, May 15, 
7:00 PM, at the First Congregational Church of Essex Junction, 
39 Main St., Essex Junction. For reservations call 802-878-5745; 
suggested donation $20, under 18 free! Part of proceeds will go to 
Spectrum Youth Services. The venue is handicapped accessible.

Art in the Park: A small group of Underhill and Jericho 
residents has been incubating the idea of art in the parks, 
specifically Mills Riverside Park and the Jericho Center Green. 
The idea is to create some sculptures reflective of the history of 
out towns and that will also enhance the park experience.

The group would welcome participation from the community 
in joining the group or by donations. An application has been 
submitted to the Vermont Arts Council and is in the final 
stages of acceptance. There will be a need for more resources 
and input from the community. Please contact Kirk Peterson, 
kirkmakespizza@gmail.com or 802-338-6520, for details of the 
next meeting.

Tuesday, June 21 is international Make Music Day! 
Vermont musicians are invited to make it happen across 
Vermont! Join music makers in 1000 cities and 120+ countries 
who come out and play, celebrating music in their communities 
all over the world. It started in France 40 years ago and Vermont 
is the first statewide participant in this totally inclusive festival 
that everyone can be a part of. Every style of music is welcome 
in every kind of place, from front porches to Main Street 
sidewalks, library steps to parks, and anywhere that people can 
share and enjoy music with each other. For more information 
and to put yourself on the festival map, visit http://www.
bigheavyworld.com/makemusicvt. Vermont Make Music Day 
is coordinated by Big Heavy World and made possible by our 
community partners Front Porch Forum, Vermont Public Radio, 
and our national presenting sponsor, the NAMM Foundation. 
Questions? Problems registering? Contact David, dafschein@
bigheavyworld.com or call 716-640-4639.

Call to Artists: 2022 Jeffersonville Art Jam: The Cambridge 
Arts Council will be hosting the Jeffersonville Art Jam again 
this year. The Art Jam is a collaboration between the Visions of 
Vermont Galleries, the Northern Vermont Artists Association, 
the Bryan Memorial Gallery, and the Cambridge Arts Council. 
The Cambridge Arts Council will have booth space available for 
up to 25 vendors on Saturday, June 25 (rain date, June 26) and 
Saturday, July 2 (rain date, July 3). We may have extra dates 
available if the weather cooperates. The booth space is 10’x10’, 
you bring your own canopy and tables. The festival runs along 
the south side of Main Street in Jeffersonville.

To register, please reply to cambridgeartsvt@gmail.com to let 
us know if you want to participate on June 25, July 2, or both. 
To reserve your space, send your $25 per day registration fee to 
Cambridge Arts Council, P.O. Box 436, Cambridge, VT 05444. 
Hours are 11:00 AM – 5:00 PM (set-up time 8:00 AM – 11:00 
AM). Feel free to send a photo or two of your new work for 
promotion on our social media sites, especially if you have not 
participated in our events before. Check out last year’s festivities, 
this year’s sign-ups, and share with your friends at http://www.
facebook.com/cambridgeartscouncilvt.

Arts in Jeffersonville: Bryan Memorial Gallery (current 
hours: Thursday-Sunday, 11:00 AM – 4:00 PM). Now showing 
through Sunday, November 6: Legacy Collection, an invitational 
season-long exhibition consisting of sixteen contemporary New 
England landscape artists. May 15-June 19: Tell Us a Story, in 
which each participating artist creates a visual story through three 
pieces of artwork. Sunday, May 15-Sunday, June 19: Selected 
works of Alden and Mary Bryan. 

Visions of Vermont Fine Art Galleries (current hours: 
Wednesday-Sunday, 11:00 AM – 5:00 PM). Now showing 
through Sunday, November 6 at the Carriage Barn: Work by Eric 
Tobin and other local and regional plein air painters. Saturday, 
May 7-Saturday, May 21 at the Sugarhouse Gallery: Paracosm 
Pop-up Series: A Topsy Turvy World by artist Nina Buxenbaum. 
Sunday, June 5-Friday, July 8 at the Sugarhouse Gallery: 
Northern Vermont Artists Association’s 91st June Juried Show, 
with juried prizes in 12 categories including Best of Show and 
Peoples’ choice (come choose your favorite!), with an opening 
reception June 5 with the Vermont Fiddle Orchestra.

Jeffersonville Art Jam: Saturday, June 25 (rain date June 
26) and July 4th Weekend, 11:00 AM – 5:00 PM. Village-wide 
celebration of art and community, with artists’ booths, vittles, 
and bands (Cricket Blue; Jenni Johnson and the Junketeers) at 
various locations. Cambridge Area Rotary sponsors a parade, 
booths, games and children’s events on Monday July 4. Two

Sisters Mill & Mercantile is also having events in conjunction 
with the Jeffersonville Art Jam: June 25 Crafter Demos; July 
2 Fashion Show; and a July 3 “Wool Chat.” All Galleries and 
outdoor events are free (though, donations accepted), and open 
to the public. 

Jericho Town Hall Art: Tracks — The latest exhibit of art 
within the Jericho Town Hall, Tracks, is open through April. It 
is open to all to view during regular Town Hall hours. The Town 
Hall does require masks to be worn inside the building. Stop by to 
see how various artists viewed the theme. To pique your interest, 
Angelike Contis of MMCTV has created a short video of the 
work at https://archive.org/details/jericho-art-tracks-jan-2022. 
The video will also be posted on the Join in Jericho site.

Maya de Vitry (of the Stray Birds): Valley Stage Productions 
will present Maya de Vitry and her quartet on May 19, 7:00 
PM at the Richmond Congregational Church, 20 Church St., 
Richmond, during their 16 city northeast. Do you remember 
the Stray Birds? As a vibrant harmonizing trio out of Lancaster, 
PA they performed from 2010-2018 before heading off in 
their own creative directions. They produced five albums, 
toured internationally, and their album Magic Fire was cited 
by NPR as one of Folk Alley’s Top 10 Records of 2016. An 
example of their music can be seen at https://www.youtube.
com/watch?v=UwMpBuQeWO0&feature=youtu.be. All staff, 
performers, and patrons must show proof of COVID-19 vaccine 
when they work or attend performances. Patrons will be asked 
to show their vaccination card or a photo of their vaccination 
card when they enter the church. Masks are an option. Please 
respect those who choose to wear them. Refreshments served 
outside during intermission. Tickets: $22 advance/$25 day of 
show; seniors 65+ and children under 16, $15. Contact Valley 
Stage Productions, don@valleystage.net or 802-434-4563 for 
more information.

Middlebury New Filmmakers Festival is pleased to 
announce the return of MNFF Selects, its monthly in-person 
screening series at the Town Hall Theater in Middlebury, 
through May 2022. For this festival, MNFF Selects presents 
Humans and Animals: Shared Experiences, Intersecting Worlds. 
The series illuminates the deep connections between human 
beings and animals whose lives are intimately intertwined. 
Passes: individual tickets $16 (under 12, $7) available at www.
middfilmfest.org, www.townhalltheater.org, by calling 802-382-
9222, or in person at the THT box office, Monday-Friday, 12:00 
– 5:00 PM. COVID-19 protocol: All attendees 12 and over must 
be vaccinated; and all attendees, including children under 12, 
must wear masks while inside the theater.

Upcoming films in the Series:
Grizzly Man [R] Thursday, April 21, 7:00 PM. Director 

Werner Herzog delivers a heartrending docudrama that centers 

on amateur grizzly bear expert Timothy Treadwell, who 
periodically journeyed to Alaska to study and live with the bears. 
He was killed, along with his girlfriend Amie Huguenard, by a 
bear in October 2003. Winner of the 2006 Directors Guild of 
America Award for Outstanding Directorial Achievement in 
Documentary, Grizzly Man is an epic tale of the profound and 
fraught relationship between a man and the animals he dared to 
befriend.

The Rider [R] Thursday, May 12, 7:00 PM. The highly 
acclaimed second feature from Oscar-winning director Chloe 
Zhao tells the poignant story of a young rodeo cowboy who, after 
suffering a near fatal head injury, begins a search for new identity, 
seeking to know what it means to be a man in the heartland of 
America. Focusing on life in the indigenous community of 
the Pine Ridge reservation, Zhao offers a penetrating vision 
of masculinity and humility set in a world where humans and 
animals intimately co-exist.

For more information about MNFF Selects and the Festival: 
http://www.middfilmfest.org.

Burlington City Arts: BCA’s spring exhibitions are open 
Wednesdays-Fridays 12:00 – 5:00 PM, and Saturdays 12:00 
– 8:00 PM. First floor: Headwater, a new series (https://www.
burlingtoncityarts.org/exhibition/eric-aho-headwater) of 
monumental paintings by Eric Aho. Second floor: What Still 
Remains (https://www.burlingtoncityarts.org/exhibition/sarah-
trad-what-still-remains) is comprised of single- and multi-
channel videos by Lebanese-American artist Sarah Trad.

BCA is gearing up for another year of amazing summer 
programming in City Hall Park, and will present a large number 
of concerts and events in the park, June-September. With a focus 
on finding new VT talent and presenting a diverse lineup, we 
want to hear from you if you’re a performer, have a great band, 
or are a DJ that hasn’t worked with us before. Drop a line and 
a link to Zach Williamson, zwilliamson@burlingtoncityarts.org.

Get creative and make art together at Family Art Saturday! Join 
Burlington City Arts to celebrate Earth Day on the Church Street 
Marketplace, in front of the BCA Center, on Saturday, April 23, 
11:00 AM – 1:00 PM, with a free make-and-take art activity that 
connects with our exhibition Eric Aho:  Headwater. Inspired by 
Aho’s immersive paintings of the natural world, reflect on the 
importance of protecting our environment and create your own 
artwork that celebrates the beauty of nature and expresses your 
wishes for the earth.

VT Arts Council offers free workshops on digital media 
production: The Vermont Arts Council is partnering with the 
Media Factory to present a series of online workshops, tech 
sessions, and consulting services to support Vermont cultural 
organizations. In 2021, the Vermont Legislature approved 
$1.15M in funding to the Arts Council to help build the digital 
capacity of Vermont cultural organizations.

VT arts organizations can sign up to consult with Media 
Factory’s professional mediamakers to plan digital programming 
projects, including assessing equipment and project needs and 
exploring concepts and feasibility. These hour-long sessions are 
free and are scheduled first-come, first-served. Please only sign 
up for one session (see below).

Through these Wednesday sessions, Media Factory 
professionals will help cultural organizations identify the tools 
and strategies they need to build their capacity to create digital 
media and engage with their audience in new ways. Participation 
is free to Vermont nonprofit arts and culture organizations. This 
series will be offered again in July on Wednesdays, July 6,13, 20, 
and 27 at 3:00 PM.

(Wednesday, April 13, 10:00 AM – 12:00 PM: Editing 
Essentials. A comprehensive introduction to video production 
techniques.)

Wednesday, April 27, 10:00 AM – 12:00 PM: Going Live with 
What You Got. A comprehensive guide to live-streaming events 
and discussions.

Wednesday, May 11, 10:00 AM – 12:00 PM: Tech Session 
with the Media Factory. In-depth Q&A and hands-on exploration.

For more information and to schedule a consultation, go 
online to https://www.vermontartscouncil.org/programs/digital-
capacity/technical-assistance/digital-programming.

liston Recreation Paths, weekly on Wednesdays, 5:45 PM, May 
4-July 20.

Now in its 19th year, First Strides Vermont is a beginner 12-
week program that will help you confidently progress from the 
couch to walking or running at a pace that’s right for you. First 
Strides Vermont is open to women ages 16-116.

You will be grouped with like-paced fellow participants and 
led by remarkably resourceful mentors who will provide enter-
taining distraction and much needed inspiration as you progress 
through the weekly walk-run workouts. We will complement the 
workouts with a different themed resource each week, in the form 
of handouts, mentor presentations, guest speakers, or group con-
versations. Attend at least eight of the 12 classes and you’ll earn 
a First Strides graduation technical T-shirt.

Register online at http://firststridesvermont.com by Tuesday, 
May 3. There is a program fee of $45 if you pay online (payment 
link provided after you submit the registration form) or $50 by 
check/cash at the first class.

Financial assistance is available. If this fee would be a finan-
cial hardship for you, or someone you know, please reach out to 
Kasie or Eileen at firststridesvermont@gmail.com to ask about a 
scholarship.

Community Kitchen 
Academy accepting applicants

The Champlain Valley Office of Economic Opportunity is of-
fering a great culinary training program called Community Kitch-
en Academy in Burlington and Barre. There is a new session 
coming up in May; both locations are accepting applications now.

The program is just seven weeks long and taught by incredible 
chef instructors. The training is super hands-on, in a commercial 
kitchen, and includes certifications and meaningful connections 
to community and many supportive resources. The Burlington 
program is located at Feeding Chittenden; the Barre program is 
located at Capstone Community Action.

For more information, go online to http://www.vtfoodbank.org/
cka.

Electric vehicles: 
what about the batteries?

By Ruth Machell Julianelle
Underhill Energy Committee Member

The Underhill Energy Committee is continuing to answer an-
swers people have about electric vehicles. These FAQs are not 
intended to be a binding, finally definitive document, but should 
give enough information and resource websites that a reader can 
get a general appreciation of facts. If a reader wants updated or 
detailed information, they should talk directly to dealerships and 
reference web sites with updated information.

This week: What about the batteries?
Several of the most important discussion points of EVs are 

cost, range, and environmental factors. A big part of these dis-
cussions are influenced by batteries.

The batteries typically used to power EVs are high voltage 
lithium-ion battery packs, similar to those used in phones and 
laptops. Lithium-ion battery packs have several advantages in 
that they hold charge for a long time and can provide high en-
ergy density. When used in cars, they are usually made up of 
a bank of individual cells, which are connected into one large 
pack. The battery packs are sensitive to temperature and may 
be liquid cooled.

Lithium batteries are widely used today in everything from 
cell phones, to EVs, to wearable cameras. Lithium batteries are 
generally safe and unlikely to fail, but only so long as there are 
no defects and the batteries are not damaged. If they are de-
fective or damaged, they may present a fire and/or explosion 
hazard. There has been a recall of Chevy Bolts of certain model 
years due to manufacturing defects in the batteries. There are 
some design enhancements to lithium batteries, such as mov-
ing away from pouch designs, which improve safety on lithium 
batteries.

Rechargeable batteries have been available for about 140 
years, but recent developments have made great strides in mak-
ing batteries with more power and storage capacity at a low-
er cost. There are many plans for the future. Tesla has led the 
way in many developments to this point and continues to make 

improvements. GM is introducing a new platform, Ultiium, 
which is a lithium-ion battery with a polymer shell instead of 
a metal shell. This is lighter, cooler, more flexible, and can be 
designed to fit into irregular spaces. Toyota plans to announce a 
solid-state battery to replace lithium-ion. These are expected to 
reduce fire risk and cut charging time by two-thirds.

The useful life of a lithium battery in a car is likely to be over 
10 years. This does not mean that the battery is completely dead, 
but that has been reduced to about 80% charging capacity. From 
that point the battery’s future may fall into three possibilities:

• batteries may have an extended life for another seven to ten 
years, as batteries but repurposed for other applications, primar-
ily power storage;

• batteries may be recycled for materials. About 50% of a 
battery is composed of recyclable metals (steel, lithium, nickel, 
cobalt, etc.). Whether or not a battery is recycled for materials is 
frequently driven by costs, primarily the cost of cobalt;

• the least desirable path leads directly to a landfill.
Additional information on batteries can be found at the fol-

lowing sites:
Alternative Fuels Data Center: Batteries for Hybrid and 

Plug-In Electric Vehicles: https://afdc.energy.gov/vehicles/elec-
tric_batteries.html.

Electric Car Battery Life, Cost of Replacement, Recycling 
& Leasing (EDF): https://www.edfenergy.com/electric-cars/
batteries.

Lithium-ion Car Battery Recycling Advisory Group, Meet-
ing Materials 11-4-19, Background (CalEPA): https://calepa.
ca.gov/climate/lithium-ion-car-battery-recycling-adviso-
ry-group-meeting-materials-11-4-19-background/.

Why recycling lithium-ion batteries is so risky (Popular Sci-
ence): https://www.popsci.com/energy/lithium-ion-batteries-re-
cycling-fire/.

Tesla co-founder endorses new solid-state EV battery: https://
cleantechnica.com/2022/02/07/tesla-co-founder-endorses-new-
solid-state-ev-battery/.

Explainer: Are lithium-ion batteries in EVs a fire hazard? 

Miscellaneous continued on page 13
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age was misplaced and you need to pay a fee to get it; this is a 
scam. Do NOT pay. If this is a real incident, they will send you 
your information and will NOT tell you to pay with gift cards.

Please contact VT Attorney General’s office of CAP at 1-800-
649-2424 when asking about a possible scam or reporting if you 
have been scammed. They need your information.

Making the roadway safe
for everyone

By Jonathan DeLaBruere, Cambridge Town Administrator
With the warmer weather upon us, bicyclists, pedestrians, and 

others are using the roadways that link our rural, village, and 
urban communities. It is the responsibility of all road users to 
share the road safely.

Residents and visitors typically enjoy the slower pace of Ver-
mont’s scenic roads; however, motorists are responsible for pay-
ing constant attention for the unexpected around a curve or over 
a hill.

Here’s how you can safely share the road in your automobile: 
• please slow down;
• practice safe driving habits;
• be prepared for the unexpected;
• give bicyclists enough space.
For more information, please go online to https://vtrans.

vermont.gov/sites/aot/files/highway/documents/ltf/BikePed-
ShareTheRoad05032011.pdf.

(Reuters): https://www.reuters.com/business/autos-transporta-
tion/are-lithium-ion-batteries-evs-fire-hazard-2021-08-23/.

MMCTV live and on-demand links
By Angelike A. Contis, MMCTV

Every week, Mount Mansfield Community Television 
(MMCTV) streams many meetings live in our community. Here 
is a link to the page where we let you know where to find them on 
our Comcast Cable and Youtube Channels: http://mtmansfieldctv.
org/live-streams/.

And if you’d like to check out what we’ve recently archived, 
go online to http://mtmansfieldctv.org/watch/ for a list.

VT Attorney General speaks 
out against scams

From Bill April, AARP/Fraudwatch
I just got done participating in a Telephone Town Hall with 

VT Attorney General TJ Donovan and his Director of the VT 
Consumer Assistance Program (CAP). It was sponsored by the 
VT AARP office. Those who were listening could call in with 
their questions about scams they have encountered. Several folks 
submitted comments and questions about phone calls and emails 
they have received, such as romance scams, IRS or Social Secu-
rity scams, computer tech support scams, and more. Several key 
points came out from the call: 

• The VT Attorney General’s office has been successful in tak-
ing several telecom companies to court and winning the case. 
Most scam calls come from outside of VT and outside of the U.S. 
(where we can’t get them) but when they come thru a telecom 
company, that company can be sued to force them to filter out 
those calls.

• Most of the phone numbers you see on the caller ID on the 
phone can be and are faked or spoofed. (*) If you answer the 
phone thinking it is the hospital, insurance company, the police, 
IRS office, or Social Security office, you may be mislead. Any 
government agency, department, law enforcement group, hospi-
tal or other entity will NOT call you by phone and ask for your 
identification, your Medicare number or issue you a bill and 
threaten you with a visit. If someone calls you from an agency 
such as above, they will know who you are and will NOT ask 
you for more info.

• Romance scams are common. When folks turn to a “dating 
app” to find a new friend, that is often where fraudsters prey. A 
new “friend” may talk with you for a few hours, days or more 
and claim to grow fond of you. They may say they are not local 
and they may say let’s not continue in the dating app but talk on 
the phone or text or e-mail. They may speak with an interesting 
accent. When they sense that you are interested in them, they 
may ask for money. Do NOT give them any money or gift cards. 
This is a SCAM.

• When you get an e-mail from Amazon, PayPal, Fedex, etc. 
saying you owe them for an order you placed or the order/pack-
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Browns River Middle School sent several students and their teacher to this year’s Vermont 
Historical Society’s annual competition for National History Day. BRMS student Anabel Dunn 
Richardson (teacher Nicole Thompson) placed third for Junior Historical Paper with her 
entry Shifting Power Through Diplomacy – The Great Peace of Montreal and Its Successes, 
Failures, and Consequences.

The Vermont Historical Society recently 
held Vermont History Day — a competition 
that has been held each year since 1983 — this 
year, on Saturday, April 2 at the Davis Center 
in Burlington. Three Browns River Middle 
School students placed well in three separate 
divisions, and their teacher Nicole Thompson 

BRMS students and their teacher earn awards at VT History Day
was selected to receive the Patricia Behring 
Teacher of the Year Award, National History 
Day, Junior Division.

This year’s event was a combination 
of in-person and virtual presentations that 
included physical displays, websites, talks, 
performances, and presentations. There were 

around 170 students from 17 schools and 
districts taking part in this year’s competition, 
the theme of which was “Debate and Diplomacy 
in History.” Students were reviewed by teams of 
volunteer judges composed of local historians, 
educators, and other professionals from the 
community.

The Vermont Historical Society has sent 
hundreds of students over the years to the 
national competition. This year’s National 
History Day and competition will take place 
online in June.

Browns River Middle School sent several students and their teacher to this year’s Vermont 
Historical Society’s annual competition for National History Day. The Patricia Behring Teacher 
of the Year Award Winner National History Day, Junior Division was awarded to BRMS teacher 
Nicole Thompson. 

Browns River Middle School sent several students and their teacher to this year’s Vermont 
Historical Society’s annual competition for National History Day. BRMS student Abrum 
Alexander (teacher Nicole Thompson) placed third for Junior Individual Documentary with his 
entry Debate and Failed Diplomacy: Margaret Thatcher and the War in the Falklands. The 
same entry also tied for second place for the International Studies Award. 

Browns River Middle School sent several students and their teacher to this year’s Vermont 
Historical Society’s annual competition for National History Day. BRMS student Annie Marek 
(teacher Nicole Thompson) tied for first place for Junior Historical Paper with her entry The 
Story of Anne Hutchinson: The Consequences of Undiplomatic Debate! Marek also qualified 
for the national competition to be held in June.                                       PHOTOS CONTRIBUTED
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to any high school senior who expresses the qualities of a good 
citizen in their community with the desire to pursue a higher 
education.

Requirements for consideration are: The submission of a 
biography and a theme-based short essay. The theme is “In 
my community, people helping people.” All entries are due 
postmarked by Tuesday, May 31, 2022. Send to: Fraternal Order 
of Eagles, Attention David May, P.O. Box 216, Jeffersonville, 
VT 05464-0216.

There is an additional Scholarship available from the Auxiliary 
specifically for female students. The criteria are the same as 
above. All entries should be submitted to Ladies Auxiliary, 
Fraternal Order of Eagles, P.O. Box 326, Jeffersonville, VT 
05464-0216.

Winona Smith Scholarship 
opportunities now open

The League of Women Voters of Vermont Education Fund is 
now accepting applications for its Winona Smith Scholarship 
program. Created in 1998 to honor the legacy of League leader 
Winona Smith, the scholarship is awarded annually to local high 
school seniors who embody the characteristics and qualities 
Smith displayed, of civic participation and community service.

Four $1500 scholarships will be awarded to students who 
demonstrate financial need, scholastic achievement, and come 
highly recommended by their teacher. Scholarship details can be 
found at https://bit.ly/LWVScholarshipDetails.

Applications, due on Sunday, May 1, can be completed online 
at https://bit.ly/lwvScholarship. Students need to submit two 
essays (500 words), one on issues concerning voting rights, and 
the other on the impact of a recent civic, national, or world event. 
A letter of recommendation from a teacher is also required, 
https://bit.ly/LWVTeacherRec. 

The scholarship can be applied towards continuation of 
education in an accredited vocational-technical or trade school 
and two- or four-year college or university. Scholarship recipients 
will be announced on Wednesday, June 1.

Last year, LWV scholarships were awarded to students 
from Winooski, Burr and Burton Academy, Otter Valley and 
Missisquoi Valley Union High Schools.

Questions can be directed to Becky Miller, lwvofvt.edfund@
gmail.com.

Free June weekend program 
for HS sophomores

The Cambridge Area Rotary will be sponsoring two students 
to attend the Rotary Youth Leadership Academy (RYLA), 
which will be held at the Lyndon campus of Northern Vermont 
University, Friday-Sunday, June 24-26. Students currently 
enrolled in their high school sophomore year are eligible.

The RYLA is a nationally recognized honor that focuses on 
developing leadership skills, communication abilities, and team-
building tools. This unique opportunity brings young people 
from VT, NH, and Québec together to share, evolve, and learn 
to be more effective and self-confident leaders in their schools, 
teams, communities, and other facets of everyday life. Over 
these two and a half days, participants can expect to learn by 
experience and actions, learn about personality traits and how 
to bring out everyone’s talents, learn about their own traits and 
talents, and they have fun while doing this! The weekend will 
include a service project where participants will personally make 
a difference for someone that they do not know.

Please share this information with any high school sophomores 
that you know. Applications are due soon! We want to support 
local students.

The application can be found on the Cambridge Area Rotary 
Facebook page, http://facebook.com/CambridgeAreaRotaryVT. 
Alternately, contact rachaelvw@gmail.com for a link to the 
application.

For more information on RYLA from a student perspective: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oGEF5ludjX0.
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 PO Box 39 (67 VT Rte. 15), Jericho VT  05465    |   www.jerichoVT.gov 
 

                    TO:  Mountain Gazette:  Legal notices  
 From: Chris Flinn 
  Jericho Planning + Zoning Office 
  P.O. Box 39, Jericho, VT  05465 

 Date: 4-11 -2022 

 Phone: 802.899.2287 x 104 

 e-mail: cflinn@jerichovt.gov   

 
Please include the following public meeting notice in the Classified Section (Legal Notices) of  

Publication date: April 21th   
 
NOTE:  Please e-mail cflinn@jerichovt.gov with any questions- Thank You! 

*** 
TOWN OF JERICHO- DEVELOPMENT REVIEW BOARD 

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING 

The Jericho Development Review Board will hold a public hearing at 7:00 pm on WEDNESDAY 
May 11, 2022 at the Jericho Town Hall to consider the following. 
 

 
• A request to the DRB by The Children’s Institute at Jericho for a 

conditional use review approval for a pre-school.  The property is located 
at 273 VT Route 15 which is in the Commercial Zoning District. 

  
 

All interested persons may appear and be heard. Additional information related to this application 
may be viewed at the Jericho Planning and Zoning Office during regular business hours.  

 
Chris Flinn 
Zoning Administrator 
cflinn@jerichovt.gov 
 

*** 

Scholarships for MMU grads
By Angelike A. Contis, MMCTV

Know a high school senior planning on studying media in 
college? The Scott Campitelli Memorial Scholarship is accepting 
applications through Friday, May 6. Please point them in the 
direction of this $2000 scholarship offered at our sister station 
Media Factory in Burlington. Here’s the link to apply: https://
www.mediafactory.org/scholarship.

Also, do you know any MMU grads-to-be who excel in 
community service and/or business savvy? There’s another 
opportunity! The Western Slopes Business Association is 
accepting applications from MMU seniors through Friday, May 
13 for two $2000 Entrepreneur Business Scholarships. The 
application is available at the MMU guidance office or you can 
email me (mmctv15@gmail.com) to send it to you.

Westford Recreation 
upcoming programs

By Tonya Calley, Westford Recreation Department
Kids Make-and-Take Slime Workshop, Saturday April 30, 

10:00 – 11:30 AM, Westford Red Brick Meeting House. Join 
Professors Squelch and Florp for a Slime-tastic session on how 
to make your own homemade ooze. For kids 5 years and older; 
cost $10. Limited spots available; register at https://westfordvt.
us/recreation/.

April Break Activity Kits
Parent and Me Tball, Saturdays June 25-August 20, 9:00 

– 10:00 AM, Westford School Softball Field. The Westford 
Recreation Department is excited to offer this program for kids 
ages 3-6 and their parent(s) on Saturday mornings this summer. 
Join us for drills and games that focus on the FUN-dementals 
of baseball and softball. $25 fee for season. Sign up at www.
westfordvt.us/recreation.

Let’s Get Muddy! Family-friendly 
bike race benefits CES

Please come out on Saturday, April 30 at 10:00 AM to support 
the Cambridge Elementary School (CES) PTA’s efforts to raise 
money for CES playground improvements! Enjoy the beauty of 
our local Lamoille Valley Rail Trail on a leisurely bike ride with 
the family — or buckle down and race to the finish. Staggered 
start times and a shorter route option will be offered to allow 
cyclists of all ages and abilities the opportunity to have fun.

Prizes for the muddiest and the fastest... Let’s Get Muddy! 
Registration information is available on our Let’s Get 
Muddy! FaceBook event page, https://www.facebook.com/
events/2771674666472247?ref=newsfeed.

We hope to see you there!

JES 5K and Fun Run on May 15
Join us to get active and support Jericho Elementary School 

(JES) Farm to School and Garden! Adults, students, and 
community members are all welcome to take part in the JES 5K 
and Fun Run on Sunday, May 15, 10:30 AM – 12:30 PM.

There is an option for all ability levels to walk the JES Wellness 
Path, to run or walk a one-mile Fun Run, or to run or walk a 5K 
route — also fun! Meet at the JES Garden area and wellness path.

The Wellness Path Walk and One-Mile Fun Run will be at 
11:00 AM; the 5K Fun Run will begin around 11:15 AM. Race 
bibs and T-shirts will be available for pick up starting at 10:30 
AM on the day of the race.

There is an entry /registration fee of $15 per participant, with 
a maximum payment of $50 per family (four or more registrants 
from same family). Please register online at https://forms.gle/
QaoViwfd6JQSJRnYA.

CES PTA’s Kids Clothing Swap
The Cambridge Elementary School PTA is having our first 

kids’ clothing swap! Have your kiddos outgrown last year’s 
summer clothes? Of course they have!

Start gathering items to swap and join us on Saturday, May 21, 
9:00 – 11:30 AM, in the Cambridge Elementary School (CES) 
cafeteria. There is $10/family suggested donation to participate. 
All proceeds from this event will go toward new playground 
equipment for the Cambridge Elementary School.

For information on how to participate, please see 
our FaceBook event page, https://www.facebook.com/
events/1423106081476228.

New VTHM contest 
submission deadline May 2

Inspiration from the strength and courage demonstrated 
by many survivors of the Holocaust has given hope to many 
young students in the past year, a story they are being asked 
to describe in a competitive contest organized by the Vermont 
Holocaust Memorial (VTHM). VTHM is the State’s sole voice 
for advocating Holocaust education as a means of transmitting 
tragic lessons of the Holocaust to combat anti-semitism and 
intolerance.

Students are encouraged to submit from a variety of media 
including video, art, prose, or poetry. Deadline for submissions is 
now Monday, May 2. The top entries in three age categories will 
be awarded cash prizes.

More information and guidelines for the contest can be found 
at VTHM’s website “Educational Resources” section, https://
www.holocaustmemorial-vt.org/20212022-student-contest.

ReTribe Forest School 
open house in May

Would your child enjoy spending a day each week learning 
and exploring, practicing outdoor crafts and skills, making music, 
and playing wildly while immersed in nature with a community 
of friends and mentors?

The ReTribe Forest School for ages 6-13 will have spaces open 
Fall 2022-Spring 2023, Wednesdays or Thursdays in Underhill 
and Fridays in Richmond.

Come get a glimpse of a day at Forest School during one of 
our open houses: Wednesday-Thursday, May 4-5 (Underhill) and 
Thursday, May 5 (Richmond). Children are welcome to come 
with parents from 9:00 AM – 12:30 PM.

Sign up for the open house at https://www.retribe.
org/the-forest-school, or for more information, contact 
ReTribeTransformation@gmail.com, 609-933-0877, or http://
www.ReTribe.org.

Free college and career planning 
sessions to view online

High school students and parents, what’s next? Whether 
you’re college-bound, thinking of training or apprenticeships, or 
not sure, VSAC’s free one-day Saturday event is for you.

This virtual event was held on Saturday, March 5, but the 
sessions were recorded and are now available for viewing. 
Review virtual workshops, discover free resources, get expert 
advice, and meet with local representatives from colleges and 
training programs across the state.

The sessions available to view include:
• College Options for Students with Developmental 

Disabilities and Autism;
• Financial Aid and Managing College Costs;
• Money After High School;
• Navigating the Admissions Process;
• Non-Degree Pathways to a Great Career: Short-Term 

Training and Apprenticeships;
• Strategies for the SAT and ACT;
• The College Search: Finding the Right Fit.
• Exploring Career and Education Pathways with 

MyFutureVT;
• I Wish I Knew That! Programs to Pursue Before You 

Graduate;
• Navigating the College Search for Students Who Learn 

Differently;
• Scholarships: Free Money!
• Supporting Your Teen’s Career Search;
• Writing the Admissions Essay.

For more information, go online to https://www.vsac.org/
plan/college-career-pathways.

Eagles offer two scholarships 
 Lamoille County seniors

Let’s start off the New Year on the right foot. How about some 
extra funds for school? The Green Mountain Fraternal Order 
of Eagles in Jeffersonville is accepting applications for two 
achievement/scholarships they offer: the Robbie Pollander and 
the Edison A. Reynolds Awards. Both in the amount of $500.

These awards can be used by the recipients for anything school-
related, from books to transportation, or classes to clothing. They 
are available to any high school graduating senior in Lamoille 
County. Our awards are not based on academics; they are granted 

CLASSIFIED ADS

Place your classified ad 
in the Mountain Gazette 
for a nominal charge.

The first 25 words for $6.50 
and ten cents for each 

additional word.

Contact Brenda Boutin
at mtngazette@gmavt.net
to reach readers in our 

regular coverage area of
Bolton, Jericho, Underhill, 
Cambridge, Jeffersonville, 

Westford, 
plus

Hinesburg, Huntington, 
Richmond, Essex 

and Essex Junction. 
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Tech opportunities, Tai Chi classes, 
and more from CVCOA

Central Vermont Council on Aging (CVCOA) has lots of 
upcoming opportunities!

Powerful Tools for Caregivers: This six-week course 
provides you with the tools to care for your own needs, even 
as you care for others. The series equips family caregivers with 
the resources needed to reduce stress, foster self-confidence, 
improve communication, and make challenging decisions. Class 
will meet online, Fridays, from 2:00 – 3:30 PM beginning April 
15 and ending May 20. Contact Barb Asen, basen@cvcoa.org or 
802-476-2681 for more information or to register. Learn more at 
https://www.cvcoa.org/powerful-tools-for-caregivers.html.

Tai Chi Classes for Health and Falls Prevention: These free 
classes are a great way to stay healthy and engaged with others. 
Improve balance and mobility as well as strength and flexibility, 
all while increasing relaxation and decreasing pain and falls. 
Classes will be held from April 21-June 16, 1:00 – 2:00 PM at 
River Arts in Morrisville. Vaccinations are preferred and masks 
are required. For more information and to register please contact 
RSVP Program Coordinator Anne Greshin, 802-241-4840 or 
agreshin@cvcoa.org.

Senior Planet: CVCOA will be offering free in-person 
technology classes in our Barre Office starting in April. 
Upcoming workshop topics include finding info online, staying 
safe online, and video chatting with Zoom. There will also be a 
five-week class on iPad Essentials starting in mid-May. Learn 
more, view dates and times, and get on the list today at tiny.cc/
cvcoa-seniorplanet or call Meredith Holch, 802-476-0116.

Springtime scams
From AARP/Fraudwatch

Buying a new car scam: Criminal perpetrators may post 
fraudulent online classified advertisements offering vehicles for 
sale that are not, nor have ever been, in their possession.

The fake advertisements usually include photos matching the 
description of the vehicle and a phone number or email address 
to contact the supposed seller. Once contact is established, the 
criminal sends the intended buyer additional photos along with 
an explanation for the discounted price and the urgency of the 
transaction. Common reasons provided include:

The seller is “moving or being deployed by the military.”
The seller “received the vehicle as part of a divorce settlement.”
The vehicle “belonged to a relative who has died.”
The criminal makes the fraud appear legitimate by deceptively 

claiming partnership with a reputable company, such as eBay, 
and assuring that the transaction will occur through the third 
party’s buyer protection program. They may go so far as to send a 
fraudulent toll-free number that impersonates the third party. The 
buyer is told to purchase prepaid gift cards in the sale amount 
and to share the card codes with the criminal, who then notifies 
the buyer they will be receiving the vehicle in a number of days.

After the transaction is complete, the criminal typically ignores 
all follow-up calls, text messages, or emails from the buyer, or 
may demand additional payments. In the end, the vehicle is not 
delivered and the buyer is never able to recuperate their losses.

PAYING BY GIFT CARD IS ALWAYS A SCAM.

Vermont Sports Hall of Fame 
tickets available

Tickets are now available for the 2022 Vermont Sports Hall 
of Fame induction dinner and celebration, presented by Myers 
Waste on Saturday, April 30.

The ninth class is set for a live induction ceremony at the Delta 
Marriott Hotel (formerly Trader Duke’s Hotel) at 1117 Williston 
Rd., S. Burlington. A cocktail reception with the inductees starts 
at 5:30 PM, with the dinner beginning at 6:30 PM. The induction 
festivities will follow the dinner. Gov. Phil Scott has been invited 
to help present the Vermont Sports Hall of Fame granite plaques.

Tickets are available now at $75 each — no increase from 
previous dinners. The best way to buy tickets is to log on to the 
Hall’s official website, vermontsportshall.com, or email the hall 
at vermontsportshall@gmail.com.

When ordering tickets, please include the email address and 
telephone number of one person to contact as well each name for 
individuals attending the banquet. If you are attending in support 
of one inductee, please also note their name. Efforts will be made 
to provide seats as close as possible to their table. Please email 
this information to vermontsportshall@gmail.com.

Tickets are also available by mail. Please write a check (# 
tickets x $75) payable to the Vermont Sports Hall of Fame. 
Mail the check to: Vermont Sports Hall of Fame, Delta Marriott 
Burlington, 1117 Williston Rd., S. Burlington, VT 05403. If 
ordering by mail, please also email vermontsportshall@gmail.
com with your name and above information. 

All tickets — a credential style with lanyard — will be available 
at the door the night of the banquet. All tickets must be ordered 
by Wednesday, April 20. Please email vermontsportshall@gmail.
com with any questions.

The inductees, announced earlier this year, are Jayne Barber 
of Bellows Falls (basketball, coach/athlete); Taylor Coppenrath 
of West Barnet (basketball); Stan Dunklee of Brattleboro (Nordic 
skiing); Cathy Inglese of the University of Vermont (basketball 
coach); William ‘Bill’ O’Neil of Essex (multi-sport coach); Erin 
Sullivan Lane of Jericho (distance running); and Tim Thomas 
of UVM (ice hockey). Award-winning sports writer and editor 
Ted Ryan of Shelburne is the 2022 David Hakins Inductee 
for excellence in promotion/coverage of sports and athletics 
throughout the state. Ryan, like the late Hakins, was a founding 
member of the Vermont Sports Hall of Fame. Another dozen 
inductees from the 2021 Hall of Fame class, who had a virtual 
ceremony last year due to COVID, also will be honored.

A portion of the proceeds from the dinner will benefit Prevent 
Child Abuse Vermont (PCAV), the hall’s designated charity. 
More than $21,000 has been raised for PCAV through past Hall 
of Fame banquets.  The class brings the number of Vermont 
Sports Hall of Fame inductees to more than 100 since the hall 
was formed in October 2011.

Volunteers needed for Girls 
on the Run Essex 5K on June 4

Girls on the Run Essex 5K is back for the first time since 2019! 
Our season-culminating 5K events celebrate the accomplishments 
of our girls, coaches, and GOTR community.

We are looking for volunteers to help us on Saturday, June 4 
at the Champlain Valley Expo in Essex Junction. Our volunteers 
are the driving force behind creating this unforgettable event; 
whatever your interests and abilities are, there is a role for you!

For more information and to register, please go online to 
https://www.gotrvt.org/Northern-5K.

We hope to see you there!

Browns River Little League 
seeks umpires

The Browns River Little League, which serves Jericho and 
Underhill children, is looking for volunteer umpires this season! 
We strive for the highest level of sportsmanship in a friendly 
environment. Little league is committed to volunteer staff leading 
by example with good humor. You don’t need to be a baseball or 
softball expert or an athlete to learn the rules of the game and 
make sure that children and their families enjoy a season of play 
and learning together.

Over the years, the League has had women coaching and girls 
playing but we’ve never had a woman behind the plate and we’d 
love to change that. Umpiring is first and foremost about fairness 
and safety, not about being the judge who is always right. Those 
of us who have done this for a while can give you plenty of 
examples of the times we got it wrong. We want people who 
aren’t afraid to do their best while knowing that they will make 
mistakes. That’s not a bad lesson to pass along to our young 
players. We’re excited about getting together at the end of this 
pandemic and celebrating this century old game together.

The league offers support, training and equipment, a flexible 
commitment, and no in-depth knowledge is required, just an 
interest in baseball and helping local kids and their families. 
Teens and adults, men, and women are all welcome.

If you’re interested or want more information contact Bob 
Robbins, rjrobbins802@gmail.com or 802-899-2436. Season 
runs early May to mid-June. Come out, learn a new skill, and 
join our local families in the Spring sunshine — weather subject 
to change!

Saxon Hill School 5K Run/Walk 
and Kids Fun Run

Join us on Saturday May 21, 2022 for the Saxon Hill School 
5K Run/Walk and Kids Fun Run! This event is organized by 
parents of Saxon Hill School (SHS) children as a fundraiser to 
support SHS and to connect with our local community.

The 5K Run/Walk will begin at 9:00 AM (check-in 8:30 AM); 
the Kids Fun Run will start at 10:30 AM. All participants will 
receive a post-race prize and one entry into a raffle for local 
goods! There will also be refreshments available and family 
activities.

For more information and to register, please visit https://
runsignup.com/Race/VT/Jericho/SaxonHillSchool5KFunRun.

Saxon Hill School is a family-run, cooperative preschool 
that combines the Reggio Emilia approach, expert teachers, 
and active family participation to honor the natural curiosity 
of our children. Located in Jericho, we serve children from 
ages 3-6 from Chittenden and surrounding counties and are 
Act 166 approved, 5 STAR, and NAEYC accredited. For more 
information please visit http://www.saxonhillschool.org/ or email 
secretary@saxonhillschool.org.

Contest encourages kids 
to move more

Do you like to jump rope? Swim, sprint, or do yoga? If you are 
age 18 or younger, enter the Move Together Contest! for a chance 
to win great prizes.

Military Kids Vermont and University of Vermont Extension 
4-H are sponsoring the contest in conjunction with the Month of 
the Military Child. This celebration, held every April since 1986, 
recognizes the contributions and challenges of the children of 
military families.

No military affiliation is required to take part, although all 
activities must be completed by Friday, April 29. The drawing 
for prizes will be held on Friday, May 6.

Go to www.uvm.edu/extension/youth/announcements for 
contest details, including the check-off list of activities. To 
submit your entry, scan, take a photo, or email a written list of 
completed activities to allison.smith.2@uvm.edu by Friday, April 
29. Include your name, age, phone number, and mailing address.

You will earn one ticket for every activity completed. Most of 
the 20 activities are based on the military physical fitness tests 
— with a few just for fun. Activities include crunches, biking, 
push-ups, walking on a treadmill, and doing jumping jacks. You 
also can earn tickets by telling a family member or friend about 
your favorite activity that gets you moving.

Although not required for prize eligibility, participants are 
encouraged to take a photo of an activity in action and tag @
MKVermont on Facebook and use #purpleupvt2022.

If questions or to request a printed copy of the activities list, 
contact Allison Smith at allison.smith.2@uvm.edu.

Cambridge Youth Soccer 
spring soccer registration

Cambridge Youth Soccer is excited to announce that 
registration is now open for our spring season. Teams for girls 
and boys are offered from pre-K through U16, depending on 
enrollment. For more information please go online to https://
system.gotsport.com/programs/842N25686?reg_role=player.

Also, we are eagerly seeking individuals with time and energy 
to serve who may be interested in joining our board, as well as 
volunteers interested in working with us in other capacities, such 
as fields and equipment and program boosterism. Thanks!
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Our A.W. Rich Funeral Home Family
~Serving Families for Over 100 Years~

Now Serving “All” of Your Family Members

1176 Main Street
Fairfax, VT 05454

57 Main Street
Essex Junction, VT 05452

www.awrfh.com

www.islandmemorials.com

Premium Compassionate Care for your pets, because “Loyalty Deserves Dignity”

A.W. Rich Funeral Home is the first choice for
hundreds of area families each year.

Island Memorial Pet Service

Service Charge: $1,065.00
Crematory Charge $390.00
Medical Examiner Permit $25.00
Certified Death Certificate $10.00
Transit Permit $5.00

Total Direct Cremation Charges: $1,495.00
Also included at no extra charge is a cremation container, our signature high
quality “Going Home” urn, newspaper obituary notice assistance and life

tribute placement on our website. Price effective January 1, 2020.

Direct Cremation Services

Compare our prices and save

802-878-2220

802-316-2284

The Island Memorial Difference:
• Pet Funerals
• Cremation Services
• Your Pet is Always in Our Care
• Dignified Pet Transportation
FromYour Home or Vet

• Immediate &Witness
Cremation Available

• Full Line of Pet Loss Products

Our Staff is here for you 24/7

We are proud to embrace traditional values, diversity
and innovation in honoring the spirit and life of each
person we serve. We offer a full selection of:

• Funeral and memorial services, ranging from
traditional to uniquely innovative and personal

• Burial services and cremation options
• Celebrant Services

A.W. Rich Funeral Home offers complete care, so you
can focus on comforting each other as you prepare to
say goodbye to someone dear to you.

A.W. Rich Funeral Home
802-879-4611 802-849-6261

www.dcsvt.com

Also included at no extra charge is a cremation container, our signature high 
quality “Going Home” urn, newspaper obituary notice assistance and life 

tribute placement on our website. Price effective January 1, 2021.

SPORTS NEWS

 

Early wildlife is on the move in Vermont at this time of year, 
including these: a wood frog, sunbathing in a pond, and a 
spotted salamander on its way to its vernal destination. 
                                                           PHOTOS BY JUDY WALLS

Frogs and salamanders, 
birds and bears, 
Yankee ingenuity

By Judy Walls
April 5
The vernal migration has begun in the little 

clearing where I make my home. The first arrivals 
to announce themselves each year have always been 
the wood frogs, and they began to croak Monday, 
April 3. Usually, within a week or so the peepers 
will join in, announcing their arrival as well. Since 
we have had so much back and forth on the arrival 
of spring this year, I will hope that the vernal 
migration of the amphibians will not encounter 
another hard freeze or major snow episode. Warmer 
rains are predicted for later this week, conditions 
favorable to amphibians, so it is very likely the little 
critters will be on the move. Please watch for them 
and try to give them safe passage on their incredible 
journeys!

As folks begin to note bear sightings and the 
disappearance of bird feeders, and announcements 
are made requesting folks to take down their bird 
feeders, let us hope that wise choices are made 
to preserve the delicate balance between human 
inhabitants and the wild inhabitants of our area. 
Many people simply do not seem to register that by 
leaving out easily accessible bird feeders, cat and 
dog food, trash bins, etc., that they are in essence, 
setting out an irresistible banquet for the bears. 
Sadly, this creates “nuisance” bears, and the price 
for indiscriminate placement of bird feeders, etc. 
can be the life of the bear, when it is reported to 
authorities.

I enjoy feeding the birds, but also respect the 
reasons the state requests that feeders come down. 
So I have figured out ways in my clearing to “have it 
both ways.” If you have a home with high windows 

or balconies, you can acquire suction 
cup feeders, which can be mounted 
on window glass, or hangers can be 
mounted on second story or higher 
places well out of the temptation 
range of bears. I know there are bears 
on my property, as well as most of 
the other species of wildlife present 
in northern Vermont, and we have 
learned to co-exist in peace.

As we navigate a world where 
human peace has been shattered, 
may we each do as much as we can 
to sustain peace around us all.


