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News briefs continued on page 2

Old Mill Craft Shop 
December hours

The Old Mill Craft Shop on VT Rt. 15 in Jericho is now open 
from 11:00 AM – 4:00 PM, Wednesday-Sunday. Come get your 
2020 Snowflake Bentley Ornament!

Beautiful, original and functional gifts by local artists are 
available, as well as many imprinted with photograph images by 
Snowflake Bentley. Our gift shop and property are maintained 
by the Jericho Historical Society, and proceeds will help with 
restoring the bank that washed out in October 2019.

Happy Holiday Shopping!

NEWS BRIEFS

This is Marley, who will soon be ready to be adopted into a new 
life and home. She (or he!) is one of 25 feral cats that have been 
trapped in recent months at and around the old lumber mill in 
Jericho by Jen and those working with her. They are taken to 
the vet, neutered (if adult), and vaccinated, and need only a 
generous person to offer them a home. Please contact Underhill 
Animal Control officer Jennifer Silpe-Katz if you are interested 
in helping one of these cats.            PHOTO BY JEN SILPE-KATZ

Feral cats need homes
By Jennifer Silpe, Underhill Animal Control Officer

We have been rescuing cats from a feral cat colony in Underhill 
and Jericho over the last several months. In all we have saved 
25 cats! Several have been fixed and remain outside and feral; 
over a dozen cats and kittens have been vaccinated, spayed or 
neutered if adult, and adopted out in our community to awesome 
families. We are trying to capture and care for the last few that 
are lingering near the lumber mill buildings in Jericho. Right 
now we are looking to home three adult cats:

• Mirna is about 2 years old and has been spayed and 
vaccinated;

• Marley, unknown sex or status and awaiting veterinary 
appointment;

• Tommy, unknown sex or status and awaiting veterinary 
appointment.

These three need a home where they can slowly learn to trust 
people. They are not aggressive, they are just scared and have 
never been socialized. All three use their litter boxes in their 
current situations, but they deserve a chance at a domestic life.

Do you have a quiet home and a quiet space and some time 
to work with any of them? We will not place Tommy or Marley 
until they have been to the vet, but Mirna needs to go. We need 
room for the last two in our kennels and they deserve more 
attention and a chance.

Please contact me (802/373-0893 or Underhillaco@comcast.
net) help us find her and the others a warm, safe home for their 
lucky lives.

You can read more and see photos of all the cats on Underhill 
Animal Control & Safety on Facebook. 

Thank you! 

No Troop 627 Christmas tree sales 
at Jericho Jolley’s this year

With the current orders in place from Governor Scott, The 
Green Mountain Council, and Troop 627’s desire to help keep 
Scouts and community members safe, we have made the difficult 
decision to not hold our annual Christmas Tree Sale at Jolley’s 
in Jericho.

We greatly appreciate your continued support and 
understanding during these unprecedented times. The Scouts 
and families will miss engaging with the community during the 
2020 Holiday Season. We all look forward to better times and 
hope that you all remain healthy. We are planning to resume sales 
again in 2021.

Troop 627 wishes you all a safe and happy Holiday Season!

By Amy Grover, Bolton Town Clerk and Treasurer
A different Town meeting in 2021!
Town Meeting 2021 is going to be different, due to the 

COVID-19 pandemic and the uncertainty of knowing what 
guidelines and restrictions for public gatherings may be in 
place in early March 2021. Usually, we would be planning for 
our community to gather on Monday evening, March 1 for our 
traditional potluck dinner, followed by Town Meeting, which 
includes voting on several warned articles “from the floor,” 
(voice vote/show of hands) including the town budget. Town 
Meeting on Monday night would be followed by “Australian 
ballot” (our usual paper ballot process) voting at Smilie School 
on Tuesday, March 2, including the election of candidates and 
voting on the conservation fund.

This year, in response to the COVID-19 pandemic, the VT 
Legislature passed Act 162, which allows a legislative body (in 
Bolton, this is the Select Board) to vote to use Australian ballot 
for everything to be voted on at Town Meeting in 2021. In order 
to be proactive and not reactive, the Select Board unanimously 
voted to use this option at their November 16, 2020 meeting. 

This temporary law allows municipalities that normally “vote 
from the floor,” as we do in Bolton on Town Meeting Day, to 
instead use the Australian ballot voting FOR ALL WARNED 
ARTICLES.

What does this mean?
1. There will not be an in-person Town Meeting or potluck 

dinner held on Monday, March 1, 2021. Per Act 162, this is only 
for 2021. Hopefully COVID-19 will not impact Town Meeting 
2022!

2. There will be in-person voting for all warned articles by 
Australian Ballot (our usual paper ballot process) at Smilie 
School on Tuesday, March 2, 2021.

3. The town will hold a required VIRTUAL PUBLIC 
INFORMATIONAL HEARING on Monday, February 22, 
2021 at 6:00 PM. There will be NO VOTING at this public 
informational hearing. If you need any special accommodation 
in order to attend this virtual public informational hearing, please 
call the Town Office.

4. Be on the lookout for more information on the VIRTUAL 
PUBLIC INFORMATIONAL HEARING in early January 2021.

Unprecedented? at Burlington City Arts (135 Church St., Burlington) explores the psychological, social, and cultural impact 
of the extraordinary events of 2020 since the pandemic and intensifying demand for racial justice that has reshaped our world. 
Featuring work by Vermont and New England artists, this exhibition invites us to examine our divergent experiences within 
the shared, expressive framework of grief, hope, anger, containment, uncertainty, and release. On view now, in-person through 
January 20, 2021. (Image: Lillie Harris, A March to Now, 2020)                                                                   PHOTO CONTRIBUTED
    

Bolton Town Meeting 2021

Unprecedented?

Happy Holidays • Merry Christmas 
Happy Hanukkah

and may the new year bring 
peace, joy, and health!

From the Mountain Gazette staff
Brenda Boutin
and Sara Riley
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PATTERSONPATTERSON
Fuels

Visit us at: www.pattersonfuels.com
& Propane!& Propane!

HHaappppyy  HHoolliiddaayyss!!
All of us at Patterson Fuels 

would like to thank our customers 
for their patronage. We look 

forward to serving your needs
throughout the coming months!

(802)434-2616

Free VSCS Virtual Job 
and Internship Fair

Are you looking for work, an internship, or a 
volunteer opportunity?

The Free Virtual Job and Internship Fair 
organized by the Vermont State Colleges System 
offers a great way to connect with businesses 
throughout Vermont and beyond. The Virtual 
Fair runs through Thursday, December 31.

See the Virtual Job and Internship Fair web 
page at https://www.vsc.edu/job-internship-
fair/ for direct access to over 230 businesses, 
organizations, and schools announcing 
opportunities through the Fair. You can also sign 
up to receive job and internship updates from 
the VSCS at that web page.

Northern Vermont University Career 
Services staff are available to answer your 
questions. Contact Beth Walsh, Director of 
Career Development, NVU-Johnson, Beth.
Walsh@NorthernVermont.edu.

Bolton Selectboard 
meeting draft minutes

By Nanette Rogers, Westford Town Clerk
Stay informed on what your Selectboard 

is talking about and read the draft minutes 
from the Thursday, December 3 meeting 
online at https://westfordvt.us/wp-content/
uploads/2020/12/2020-12-03.pdf.

Holding Hands 
Around Westford

From the Capital Campaign Committee 
for the Westford Common Hall

We are excited that so many folks are 
Holding Hands Around Westford! Thank you 
for your community spirit and support. Please 
post your decorated mittens on Facebook, and 
tag the Westford Common Hall. We would love 
to see your decorated mittens!

Mittens are large plywood on a stake, primed 
and ready for you to decorate as you choose. 
You can place them in your front yard by the 
road or on the Westford Common Hall lawn, 
“holding” hands with others. The Shopify site 
is now open for purchasing mittens! Get your 
mittens before the ground freezes at https://
westford-common-hall.myshopify.com/. We will 
notify you through email when to pick up your 
mitten at the Westford Common Hall.

(Update: If you have ordered a mitten and 
not received an email with pickup details, check 
your spam folders! Unfortunately some of the 
messages generated by the ordering system 
ended up in some people’s junk mailboxes.)

Westford Selectboard 
meeting draft minutes

By Nanette Rogers, Westford Town Clerk
Find out what your Selectboard discussed on 

November 19 by reading the meeting minutes 
online at https://westfordvt.us/wp-content/
uploads/2020/12/2020-11-19-Draft-Minutes.
pdf.

News briefs continued from page 1

Feasibility study 
completed for 
broadband in Lamoille

By Lucy Rogers
A feasibility study on building a network to 

deliver high speed broadband to underserved 
areas in the Lamoille region has now been 
completed. The study was commissioned by 
the Lamoille County Planning Commission 
(LCPC) and funded through a Broadband 
Innovation Grant from the VT Department 
of Public Service in May 2020, to determine 
the feasibility of broadband deployment in 
underserved areas in Lamoille and to then 
develop a business plan for the construction of 
the fiber broadband infrastructure. The LCPC 
hired Tilson, a broadband technology consultant 
from Portland, ME, to perform the study.

Tilson conducted market research to 
determine the number of households and 
businesses that would subscribe to a broadband 
network if it were constructed. The market 
research study results were used as a basis for 
the project’s financial modeling as well as two 
potential network designs and probable capital 
costs. “These designs were developed with the 
consideration that the project would be cash-

Underhill Center 
community food 
sharing shed closed

Please note the Shed is closed until next 
growing season. We ask that you do not leave 
anything in the Shed.

Not anything! Thanks — the Shed Team

Westford winter 
road policy

The Town of Westford has a Winter Roads 
Policy that covers several topics including 
plowing, sanding, mailboxes, etc. The policy 
can be viewed online at https://westfordvt.us/
wp-content/uploads/2014/09/Winter-Road-
Policy.pdf.

flow positive within three years,” noted LCPC’s 
Lea Kilvadyova, “and though we will need to 
find investors and grant funds, we were pleased 
that the study determined that it would be 
feasible to bring high speed broadband to our 
region.”

Lamoille FiberNet will use the study 
recommendations to develop a business plan 
that will advance its mission of making locally 
controlled, affordable, and reliable high-speed 
Internet service available to every address in its 
member towns. The towns included in the study 
are Belvidere, Eden, Waterville, Cambridge, 
Johnson, Hyde Park, Morristown, and Stowe. 
These towns, with the exception of Stowe 
which has not yet decided on membership, 
are members of the Lamoille FiberNet 
Communications Union District.

Tilson presented the results of the study on 
November 4 in a public meeting hosted by the 
LCPC. A recording of the full presentation is 
available on the LCPC’s YouTube channel.

The mission of Lamoille FiberNet 
Communications Union District (LFCUD) 
is to make locally controlled, affordable and 
reliable high-speed Internet service available 
to every address in our member towns. For 
more information, go online to http://www.
LamoilleFiber.net.

IN-PERSON and VIRTUAL 
and SOCIALLY DISTANCED

Tuesday, December 15
Wildlife on the Move: Protecting 

Landscaping Connections One Parcel at 
a Time, 12:00 – 1:00 PM, online. Join the 
Vermont Land Trust for this virtual event; 
register at https://vlt.org/event/wildlife-on-the-
move. Animals such as bear, moose, and bobcat 
need large, undeveloped areas to survive. 
Vermont’s land links wildlife habitat between 
New York, New England, and Canada. Many 
people and groups are working hard to protect 
wildlife corridors so these animals can survive, 
and thrive. Join us as we explore these corridors 
and the threats facing animals. We’ll take a 
closer look at the Shutesville Hill Wildlife 
Corridor in Waterbury and Stowe.

Wednesday, December 16
Managing Woodlands for the Benefit 

of Reptiles and Amphibians, 9:00 – 10:00 
AM, on Zoom. Vermont is home to at least 40 
herpetofauna species, including 19 reptiles and 
21 amphibians. Do you know which species 
live on your property? Do you want to manage 
your woodland in a way that benefits these 
species? Join VT Coverts as we host VT Fish 

COMING EVENTS

and Wildlife Herpetologist Luke Groff to learn 
about our state’s native reptiles and amphibians 
and the habitats they depend on. Many of our 
reptiles and amphibians are relatively small 
and secretive and, although you may rarely 
see them, they play a critical role in VT’s 
natural communities. Learn how you can 
support the conservation of VT’s herpetofauna. 
Register in advance for this meeting online 
at https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/
tZ0vfumtpzIiG9FATiiFJE27q1k0S0UA-vmF. 
After registering, you will receive a confirmation 
email containing information about joining the 
meeting.

Thursday, December 17
Free Legal Clinic for VT Seniors 60+, 9:00 

– 11:30 AM, scheduled telephone appointments. 
Free legal assistance to answer your civil legal 
question, help with health care, Social Security, 
consumer debt, housing, unemployment, and 
more. Call and leave a message to book a free 
20-minute appointment, 802-318-4169, or sign 
up online at https://vtlawhelp.org/seniors. If 
you have an immediate legal problem, call our 
general phone number and ask for help, 800-
889-2047.

Give to support your 
neighbors this holiday 
season

This pandemic is far from over and 
Vermonters are expected to have a tough 
holiday season ahead. Donate to United Way’s 
Recovery Fund — a direct pipeline to infuse 
resources to our neighbors who have been most 
impacted by COVID-19.

To donate, go online to https://www.classy.
org/campaign/covid-19-united-recovery-fund/
c289448.

MISCELLANEOUS NEWS

Westford Food Shelf: 
actual shelves and 
December giving

We are thrilled to announce that, after a mere 
twelve years, the Food Shelf is about to involve 
actual shelves! Some amazing donations from 
the community this year, incredible volunteer 
work from the folks managing the White 
Church, great local craftsmanship, and an 
awesome Westford middle-schooler/volunteer 
painter have come together to make it happen 
for us. Fingers crossed, it will all be ready to 
welcome our December guests. Thank you to 
everyone who has helped us along the way!

December is generally a big month for us, 
both for visitors and food donations. We are 
so grateful for both, and want to be ready. If 
you would like to donate non-perishables, 
please use our drop bins at the Library, the 
Town Office, and the Westford Market. This is 
a great time of year to donate baking staples, 
festive treats (sorry, no homemade items this 
year), and hearty soups. And, as always, pet 
food, paper products, tinned fruits and veggies, 
feminine pads, and household cleaning supplies 
are most welcome. If you would like to donate 
perishables...

DECEMBER HAMS AND BREAKFAST 
PROTEINS DRIVE: In November, we give 
turkeys; in December, hams and breakfast 
foods! Think whole smoked hams, bacon, 
sausages, cheese, butter, milk, cream, and 
eggs. We welcome these items year-round, but 
they are especially welcome during the festive 
season. Here’s the trick ... we don’t have any 
cold storage. So, we need donations to arrive 
at the White Church on Saturday, December 19 
between 7:15 – 8:00 AM. If that won’t work, 
send me an email and I’ll see what we can 
arrange.

VISITING THE FOOD SHELF: If you 
are thinking you might visit the food shelf 
this month, maybe even for the first time, 
come! Lots of folks have been affected by the 
pandemic, by an injury, or by a change in work 
or personal situation. We won’t ask you any 
questions, there is no paperwork to fill out, and 
we will be there to assist you as much or as little 
as you like.

Thank you again, Westford, for all that you 
do. 

Cub Scout Pack 635 
to raffle snow blower

Help support Cub Scout Pack 635 by 
purchasing a raffle ticket for a brand new Toro 
Power Max HD 928 OAE Two-Stage, Electric 
Start snow blower from CCR Sales & Service. 
This snow blower has an MSRP of $1499. 
Tickets are only $20 and only 400 will be 
sold, so this is an excellent opportunity to help 
support the Cub Scouts and have the chance to 
win a brand new snow blower for your home, or 
for a relative or someone else who might need 
one.

The raffle ends Monday, December 21 and 
the drawing will be on Wednesday, December 
30 at CCR’s showroom and will be broadcast 
live on Facebook.

If you are interested or to get a ticket, please 
contact Pack 635 Cubmaster Kevin Stockwell, 
stockwelljk@gmail.com or 802-734-1831.

Rail Trail 
construction update

By Laird MacDowell, Chair
Cambridge Trails Committee

Construction of the remaining unfinished 
60 miles of the planned 93 mile long Lamoille 
Valley Rail Trail (LVRT) is proceeding under 
the direction of VTrans. A ten mile section of 
trail that will connect Swanton to Sheldon 
Junction, passing through Highgate, is nearing 
completion. VAST completed a short section 
of trail last year that connects Sheldon Junction 
to Sheldon Village that included adding new 
decking and railings to a three span former 
railroad bridge over the Missisquoi River.

Plans are now in place to build the 18.4 mile 
section of the LVRT that will connect Sheldon 
to Cambridge, specifically VT Rt. 109 where 
the current completed trail ends. Ahead of this 
project are a number of former railroad bridges 
that need to be refurbished or rebuilt, including 
three in East Fairfield that will be part of the 
Sheldon to Cambridge section.

Miscellaneous continued on page 3
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Curbside 

pickup only
Menu available at

mthighpizzapievermont.
com
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SUNDAY & MONDAY 

4:00 PM - 8:00PM
TUESDAY - FRIDAY 

2:00 PM - 8:00 PM
 SATURDAY 

2:00 PM - 8:00 PM

899-3718
Route 15,

Jeri-Hill Plaza, 
Jericho

Our Retail Stores are Open!
Stop in and see us, we have missed you!

Blue Mall, So. Burlington • 802-863-8306
Factory Location, Route 15, Jericho • 802-899-3373

SnowflakeChocolate.com
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Community continued on page 4

Once this section is built, the western half of the LVRT will be 
completed, connecting Morrisville to Swanton and intersecting 
the 26 mile long Missisquoi Valley Rail Trail in Sheldon Junction.

Here is a VTrans Fact Sheet providing details of the Sheldon 
to Cambridge LVRT project: https://resources.vtrans.vermont.
gov/FactSheet/default.aspx?pin=20F237.

Tree sale gift cards 
available for holiday season

The Winooski Natural Resources Conservation District 
(WNRCD) is excited to announce that gift certificate sales for 
its 38th Annual Tree Sale are live. This year’s theme is “Trees 
for Food Security.” WNRCD is highlighting plants that can 
help stock your pantry including blueberry and raspberry 
bushes, apple trees, and trees to tap for sap like maple and birch. 
WNRCD will also offer a wide variety of trees and shrubs that 
provide wildlife habitat, shade, and add beauty to your home 
landscape. 

For more information and to order online, visit http://
winooskinrcd.org/treesale/ or for help ordering, contact 
WNRCD, info@winooskinrcd.org.

Upon confirmation, WNRCD will send an email to you with a 
certificate that can be used to purchase trees in the 2021 sale (the 
full brochure and order form will be released January 2021). Tree 
pickup occurs at the end of April at one of two pickup sites (one 
in Chittenden county and one in Washington county). Unsure 
how much to give? Bare-root trees average about $8 each.

WNRCD hosts the annual tree sale as a service to residents 
of the District. It offers a wide selection of native tree and shrub 
species for home, garden, and conservation projects sourced 
mostly from local VT nurseries. All proceeds from this fundraiser 
are used to develop and implement on-the-ground projects that 
protect our natural resources including riparian and shoreline 
tree plantings, storm water mitigation, fish habitat restoration, 
and culvert replacements. For more information, visit http://
winooskinrcd.org/treesale/.

Please join the Jericho 
Underhill Land Trust

By Livy Strong, Chairperson, JULT, Mills Riverside Park
Your local land trust depends on membership support for 

our conservation work. Mills Riverside Park, Casey’s Hill and 
most recently, the Tomasi Meadow, would not have happened 
without Jericho Underhill Land Trust (JULT). This next year 
promises to have more land conservation opportunities. Won’t 
you join us? Together we can continue to save important wildlife 
habitat, scenic vistas, and working farms and forest across the 
landscape you love. Just go to our website www.jult.org and click 
on “Support JULT.”

ARC of Underhill 
Community Survey

The Anti-Racism Coalition (ARC) of Underhill is a newly 
formed group with the mission of educating the community 
about equity and racial justice, hearing residents and their 
concerns about racism in our community, and taking action. Our 
vision is for the Underhill-Jericho community to be a model of 
diversity and inclusion for all current residents, and for anyone 
considering calling these towns home.
We are surveying community members to better understand 
your perspectives on issues of racism, equity, and opportunity 
in our towns. Information from this survey will be used by ARC 
to plan meaningful community events. All responses will be 
kept anonymous unless you wish to leave your name and email 
address. Please click the link below to fill out this short (five 
minute) survey.
The survey will be available until Sunday, December 20, online 
at https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/3QRF5BV.

Jericho trails brochure
By John Abbott, Chair, Jericho Trails Committee

Thanks to all who have reached out to receive a copy of the 
local trails brochure! We apparently underestimated demand. 
The first 250 went quickly and we are planning to have more 
printed and available soon. In the meantime, hikers, bikers, and 
skiers can download the brochure from the Trails Committee 
page on the Join in Jericho website, https://jerichovt.org. Thanks 
to Katherine Sonnick for uploading.

As the days are short and we’re all looking for ways to keep 
kids (and ourselves) engaged and outdoors, we are incredibly 
fortunate to have so many recreational trail networks in our town. 
If you haven’t been on them before, the Arcana Farm trails were 
resurrected and maintained by the Fellowship of the Wheel this 
fall. Best to access them from entrance on Barber Farm Road... 
enjoy.

Rabies clinics at 
Tractor Supply Stores

By Nanette Rogers, Westford Town Clerk
The Town Office received notification of rabies clinics that 

will be held at Tractor Supply Stores around the state in 2021. 
In general, the cost of a rabies vaccination is less expensive at 
clinics than a veterinarian’s office. This is a great opportunity to 
get your dog(s) vaccinated before April 1, when licenses are due.

If you are unsure if your dog(s) need(s) a vaccination in order 
to be licensed in 2021, please contact the Town Office (878-4587 
or townclerk@westfordvt.us) and we will be happy to look up 
what we have on file.

Below are dates and times for (somewhat) nearby stores. 
Please call the store to confirm information and to get pricing.

Morrisville, 802-888-2010; 1:00 – 2:30 PM, Sundays, January 
3 and 31, February 28, March 28.

St. Albans, 802-524-0705; 4:00 – 5:30 PM, Saturdays, January 
2 and 30, February 27, March 27.

Shelburne, 802-985-4092; 1:00 – 2:30 PM, Saturdays, January 
2 and 30, February 27, March 27.

Volunteer Opportunities 
with United Way

United Way of Northwest Vermont’s mobile-friendly Volunteer 
Connection search platform connects you to hundreds of 
volunteer needs with local nonprofits. Go to www.unitedwaynwvt.
galaxydigital.com or contact us at megan@unitedwaynwvt.org.

BLOOD DONORS NEEDED THIS HOLIDAY SEASON – 
The American Red Cross has an urgent need for blood and if you 
are healthy and eligible to donate, please visit www.redcross.org 
for more information and to schedule an appointment at a drive 
near you!

LOOKING FOR A VOLUNTEER PROJECTS FOR A 
GROUP? – ReSOURCE has various painting projects to 
complete throughout the store and warehouse. If you and a group 
of family, friends, or coworkers want to help the community 
through ReSOURCE’s dual mission of less waste in our landfills 
and training to increase job opportunities for youth and adults, 
please email volunteer@resourcevt.org.

HELP AT FRANKLIN COUNTY BLOOD DRIVES – 
American Red Cross. Are you available to support us at 
upcoming blood drives in Franklin County? Join us to provide 
excellent and enthusiastic customer service to enhance the blood 
donor experience. Engage with blood donors to promote blood 
donation and set the stage for long-term commitment to regular 
blood donations. Apply at https://www.redcross.org/volunteer/
become-a-volunteer.html.

DOES YOUR STUDENT NEED VOLUNTEER HOURS? 
Green Mountain Habitat for Humanity ReStores in Williston and 
Milton are both looking for student support this fall and winter. 
Shifts are flexible (come during the week, after school, or on 
weekends) and no experience necessary. Tasks include: sorting 
clothing, unloading incoming donations at the back door, sorting 
and moving items onto the sales floor, pricing items, testing 
electronics and small appliances, and keeping the store tidy and 
organized. Volunteers must be 16 years or older. Contact Allison 
DeVoe, volunteer@vermonthabitat.org.

DELIVER MEALS TO OUR HOMEBOUND NEIGHBORS 
– Age Well Meals on Wheels program needs your help now 
more than ever. Deliver nutritious meals to homebound elders in 
Chittenden, Franklin, Grand Isle, and Addison counties. Drivers 
pick up food at a central location and deliver to residential 
locations on their route. Time commitment varies from one day 
per week to one day per month, from approximately 10:30 – 
11:45 AM. Background, license, and insurance checks. Contact 
our Volunteer Department at 662-5249 or volunteerservices@
agewellvt.org to learn more.

Miscellaneous continued from page 2

A hero is someone who understands the responsibility 
that comes with his freedom. — Bob Dylan

Pensive
By Sue Kusserow

Special to the Mountain Gazette
The day begins in sunshine and in shadow. I can’t predict 

which way it will go; the weather has a coquettish manner today. 
A shadow will scatter the sunshine into hiding, until a swirl of 
wind brushes it into reformation. Then the sunshine squints my 
eyes, loosening a few false tears. It warms my fingers when I 
drag them out of my pockets, where they were seeking warmth. 
Instead, they found a cozy mess of Kleenex, a receipt from the 
grocery, and a single earring left there in the hope that it can lure 
its partner, by some magical wizardry, to come out of hiding.

What does the beginning of this day tell me? There won’t 
be “perfect” weather; nature will spend the day tossing bits 
and pieces of gray and gold, settling for a brief time in a dip 
between two hills where it can cast silver on the hoar frost of the 
night before. Then the scene is dimmed by a blanket of gray that 
quickly, almost jealously, brings crispness to the dead grasses. Is 
it a day for a walk? How wet, possibly? How warm, hopefully? I 
know that fall can’t be steady and predictable. This is the start of 
its long dormancy, and I don’t imagine it has any need to amuse 
us anymore.

I don’t know what will be beyond in my walk, but come to 
think of it, these kind of walks are open-ended: in destination, 
time allotted, and always in what is seen. I may come home with 
pockets dripping with glossy green moss from a vernal pool, or 
a new spot to find meadow rue… both specimens slopping cold 
water down my legs. The red eft I put close to my skin, hoping 
he will warm into somnolence. But now I am mixing seasons 
and memories! It is Fall: vernal pools are mucky and dormant; 
red efts have long ago turned into newts and salamanders. But on 
my last walk, the surprises were still there. I looked up to see a 
barred owl hidden in the silvered foam of a crippled white pine… 
watching me. He got bored and flew away, his thousands of small 
feathers weighing nothing, so he makes no sound. There was a 
very early moon just rising, its thin slice turning and fattening, 
a new angle, a new arc to set it right with the earth and stars. It 
brings predictability. We crave that; at the same time wanting 
some adventure: a comet, a meteor, an eclipse; something we 

were eager to see, but a little afraid of having a pattern change.
The shadows deepen and the small wisps of dark-gray coalesce 

into a larger cloud… solid this time. Sunshine will have to give 
up. It is no time for a walk; I have lost the moment. But I don’t 
need a solution, a happy ending, the yearning for something 
more. Acceptance is a good answer… a spot to rest without a 
preamble or a postlude.

Maybe tomorrow?

More apartment dwellers
By Douglas Boardman

Special to the Mountain Gazette
I am sure some of you have owed apartment houses with more 

than one apartment in them. To those of you still own them, I 
feel your pain! Some of you are possibly thinking of buying an 
apartment house. After reading this column, I am sure you will 
change your mind. I had two studio apartments and two one-
bedroom apartments in my building. All the apartments were 
occupied when I bought the place and the tenants had been there 
for a couple of years. There were older ladies in the one-bedroom 
apartments that were on the first and second floors. One studio 
had a guy, the other a girl.

One older woman was very nice and polite with very few 
problems until I rented out the one-bedroom apartment on the 
first floor below her. This older woman was on the Section 8 
program, so my rental agreement was with the state. I didn’t 
give much thought to the lease with them because I figured they 
would pay on time every month. However, they didn’t pay any 
security deposit. She was one of the worst tenants I ever had. She 
called me or someone called me complaining about her every 
week or more. She told me that she hated the woman who lived 
upstairs and was going to take her broom and sweep her right 
off the stairs the next time she saw her. She got a cat, which she 
said was declawed, but the cat hid from me and I didn’t see any 
claw marks until she had to go to a senior facility and took the 
curtains down. All of the woodwork was natural and varnished. 
I had to fill in deep claw marks on all the molding around the 
windows and doors when she moved out and of course, there 
was no deposit for the damage. I was out approximately $400 

plus my own labor.
There was another tenant who had a cat who did not scratch the 

walls. I had to replace the bottom of the kitchen cabinet because 
that was where he kept his cat’s litter box, and a cat isn’t always 
clean. The tenants signed a lease that says “no pets” but they 
sneak them in and by the time you discover that they have a cat, 
the damage has been done.

I learned to “visit” some of my tenants in order to find out if 
they are keeping the apartment decent. I had a tenant that I gave 
a new first name, “Stupid,” and added a last name, “Idiot.” You 
could ask, “Why?” and the answer would be that he earned that 
name and more. He listened to the “Section 8” person. He took in 
two stray cats and on one of my visits I told him to give the cats 
to someone else or I would take them. Sure enough, he still had 
the cats weeks later, so I took them and gave them to a farmer. He 
had blocked off one of the exit doors with boxes of beer bottles 
stacked to the ceiling. I told him to get them out of there because 
it was a fire hazard. So, what did he do? He stacked them in the 
hallway and blocked the door to the apartment next to his.

I had another tenant, a young woman who kept locking herself 
out of her apartment. I had a common basement where she could 
hide a key, but she wouldn’t do it. One night I got a call around 
midnight from her. It was blizzarding, but I still went over to 
let her into her apartment. I was not happy, especially under the 
conditions, and the fact that she had locked herself out a half 
dozen times before, and I lived 20 minutes away. I expressed my 
frustration with her actions, or lack thereof. One month later, she 
called me and said the door hinge was broken. She had locked 
herself out again but didn’t want to call me. So, she had her 
boyfriend kick the door in.

I found an interesting thing about my tenants. The younger 
people wouldn’t call me until a small leak became a flood, and 
the older women would call me if they thought they had a leak! 
I wallpapered one apartment and sheet rocked another. I always 
painted whenever someone left.

My worst tenant was recommended by a neighbor in Richmond. 
He should have raised a red flag, but a neighbor knew his uncle, 
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so when I first met him, he put on a good front. When he paid in 
cash, I didn’t question it. He came to my house a couple times 
and paid his rent in cash as usual. Again, I didn’t suspect that 
there could be an ulterior motive involved. He always paid his 
rent and now his girlfriend was living with him. He was around a 
lot, so I didn’t know if he had a job or not.

He got a couple of months behind on his rent and finally I 
went over to see what was going on. This was January and it 
was really cold with lots of snow. The apartment was unlocked, 
and the windows were all open. The electric heat was turned off 
by the electric company for non-payment. All the water lines 
were frozen. I got the electric restored and put a notice on my 
apartment accounts that the company informs me if the tenant 
doesn’t pay the bill, especially in the winter. I paid the bill so 
the heat would stay on. When I thawed the water lines out, the 
tremendous water pressure blew a hole in two places through the 
sheetrock because the pipe had broken.

I was able to fix everything myself, but it cost me $900 for 
material. I tried to find him, and finally his uncle gave me a 
number where he was “hiding out.” He owed me around $1000 
for rent. When I finally got ahold of him, I told him I was going 
to the sheriff to serve him with a notice and going to court. He 
said he wouldn’t advise me to do any of that because he knew 
where I lived! I could have endured a threat against me, but not 
against my family. The insurance company had originally turned 
me down on the $900 damage, but I then told them about the call 
with the perpetrator. They agreed to reimburse me, because my 
family was threatened and worth a lot more than $900.

Don’t get me wrong, I did have some good tenants with good 
jobs, and I became friends with some of them. I took off some 
rent if they kept the lawn mowed or shoveled the sidewalks. The 
big problem was that they are the kind that eventually moved 
onward and upward.

Strong Home
By Peter Ingvoldstad, Jeffersonville,

November 2020
The wind was blowing last night

it was howling and shaking the house
like a huge old wolf

was trying to blow it down

But our old house
it stood against the force

it shook
it rattled

but it did not fall down

When we moved into our house
it was not so sound

we had not put the work in yet
it was just becoming our home

I tried before to build a home
but they were like houses

built of hay and sticks
not enough effort and those houses fell down

Now years have passed
and with each challenge

we worked together
to build a strong home

and that evil old wolf
can’t seem to blow our house down

Gratitude
By Caitlin Douglass

As we crawl to the finish line of this year, which has 
simultaneously been an 800-meter sprint and a full-fledged 
marathon, we must remember the practice of gratitude, no matter 
how, where, or with whom we find ourselves this holiday season.

Gratitude is remembering each day you wake up; you are 
fortunate to have at least one more day to tell and or show your 
family and people you care about how much you love them. It’s 
being thankful for the privileges, comforts, and skills you don’t 
think of often, such as having the ability to see and read this 
article, perhaps from your personal computer with functional 
Internet access in your own home.

If gratitude isn’t a realm you’ve explored, not to worry. The 
following are a couple of simple practices you can adopt to can 
easily uplift the end of a tough day, or set your outlook for a new 
day ahead. If you have a dog (or know of a dog) with a seemingly 
endless supply of love, cuddles, and smiles, I like to think this is 
how they start and end each day, minus the writing and paper.

The first practice is setting an intention for the day when 
you wake up. This can be out loud, in your head, or on paper. 
Start with a word for the day depending on where you want my 
mindset to be such as “optimism,” “adventure,” “knowledge” etc. 
Then pick a few items you’re grateful for like morning coffee, a 
good book, or warm slippers, as well as a few aspects of yourself 
that you’re proud of. “I’m a cheerful neighbor,” “I’m a kind care 
provider,” “I’m a great baker,” etc.

If you have few extra moments, follow these statements with 
a couple of goals for the day: “get outside for a walk,” “finish 
a chapter of my book,” “evict the dust bunnies from the living 
room,” and end with the final question; “how could I make today 
better?”

The second practice is a gratitude journal, which is as simple as 
it sounds. Find an old journal, notepad, or even scratch paper, and 
at the close of the day, list three good things that happened. They 
can be as simple as a phone call with Gram, a nice card from a 
friend, a discount coupon to your favorite craft store, or even a 
hot shower. The important takeaway is to find the positives, no 
matter how small.

As with any skill or routine, you need the practice to make it 
a habit. The nice thing about gratitude is its first beneficiary, is 
you. And when you get yourself a few notches higher during the 
most challenging times, you may find it easier to help lift others.

Gratitude will make you happier, more resilient, and more 
connected to those around you. Furthermore, gratitude shifts 
your focus from what your life lacks to the abundance already 
present. So while we edge our way towards the end of this year, 
let us think back on the moments that gave us hope, and strive to 
celebrate the positives, no matter how small.

Simple safety tips 
to avoid holiday hazards

It’s the holiday season once again, and the perfect time to 
remind everyone of some simple things you can do to keep you 
and your children safe and sound.

If you have a tree, secure it well to keep it from tipping. If it 
is a live tree, make sure it’s fresh, green, well-watered, and that 
the needles are hard to pull off. The drier the tree, the more of a 
fire hazard it is, so keep it away from floor heaters, fireplaces, 
or other heat sources. If it is an artificial tree, make sure it is fire 
resistant.

Keep no more than three strands of lights linked together on 
an extension cord, and never use electric lights on a metal tree or 
you could be in for a shocking experience. Don’t forget to inspect 
those light strings each year for frayed cords, broken sockets, or 
loose connections.

Keep the small bulbs and ornaments as well as tinsel high 
up in the tree so smaller children don’t try to eat these things 
and choke. Small button batteries and tiny magnets can also be 
harmful if swallowed, so keep those away from younger children 
as well. Tinsel and other trimmings should be lead-free, so check 
the label when you are buying your decorations.

If there are children in the home, avoid candles or at least keep 
them out of reach of small children. Turn off all lights and blow 
out all candles when you go to sleep or leave the house to avoid 
a potential fire hazard. And, of course, make sure your smoke 
detector and carbon monoxide detectors are working. If you have 
a chimney, make sure you have it cleaned every year.

Most holiday plants are safe, but remember that mistletoe and 
holly berries eaten in excess can be dangerous. If your child does 
snack on a holiday plant, you can call the Northern New England 
Poison Center at 1-800 222-1222.

Lewis First, MD, is Chief of Pediatrics at UVM Children’s 
Hospital of Vermont Children’s Hospital and Chair of the 
Department of Pediatrics at UVM Larner College of Medicine

It’s time to reconsider 
our public school curriculum

By Bill Schubart
While a taskforce of educators and consultants works to 

envisage and create a new and sustainable Vermont State College 
System this winter, the dialogue about our public grade schools 
continues in the wake of Act 46. The demographic shifts driving 
consolidations, school governance, pandemic closings and 
inequitable broadband, and the loss of a community resource are 
all issues swirling about the future of El-Hi public education in 
Vermont.

Mandated in the Vermont State Constitution, public education, 
going back to Vermont’s founding as a republic before its 
admission to the Union, was understood as necessary for all 
our citizens to fuel the knowledge and judgment a functioning 
democracy would need.

But today what’s largely missing from the discussion — and 
arguably its most important issue — is the quality and relevance 
of our public school curriculum to the current and emerging 
needs of today’s Vermonters. Curriculum varies from district to 
district and classroom to classroom, but while it may ultimately 
be best measured by the quality, capacity, and flexibility of the 
individual teacher, the content taught is the key to educating 
tomorrow’s civically able citizens.

I had the combined good luck and misfortune to spend my 
high school years at Phillips Exeter Academy, where I got a 
demanding education in the sciences, arts, and humanities. What 
I missed, however, was a host of lessons that any young person 
needs in life, such as learning to drive, managing finances, 
becoming prepared to vote, serve on a jury, cook a meal, or 
touch-type.

What follows is a prospective new curriculum for the world we 
live in today, to be deployed according to age and development. 

It’s partly the result of my own teaching experience in the late 
‘60s at Mount Abraham Union High School in Bristol and partly 
the result of conversations with educators.

I offer this “game plan” for discussion, knowing full well 
that certain topics will be controversial and that there is 
ongoing professional scholarship in pedagogy and curriculum 
development. There are those who will insist that some of what 
follows lies wholly within the realm of parenting and not in our 
schools. But we must remember that much of current curriculum 
was developed when intact families and cohesive communities 
were much more the norm, and Internet access was a purview 
only of privilege. Our public schools today have had to pick 
up non-traditional school subjects and services where broken 
families and curtailed government services have otherwise failed 
our children. Meals, counseling, special ed, and healthcare come 
to mind.

When I was a child, with the exception of “hot lunch” (finite 
variations on excess agricultural commodities like “yellow 
cheese,” sugar, powdered milk, corn, and wheat) and primary 
screening for hearing, vision, lice, and worms from unpasteurized 
milk, healthcare was solely the province of our parents.

My goal here is to integrate established and emerging critical 
skills and issues facing citizens in communities, families, and the 
nation today so our children and grandchildren can be prepared 
to understand and manage them in the future.

I hope this prospective curriculum generates discussion, some 
change, and an enrichment of our current curriculum. And let’s 
include students in this discussion. Too often, we underestimate 
the insight and clarity our kids are capable of.

Have at it:
• Humanities: Reading, writing, history, philosophy, ethics, 

world religions, ethnic and native American studies, world 
language systems (second language), research, and writing an 
essay.

• STEM: Biology, chemistry, physics, astronomy, math, 
geology, ecology, artificial intelligence, technology, and 
engineering.

• Civic Literacy: Citizen rights and responsibilities, political 
systems overview, community, state, and federal governance 
architecture (executive, legislative, judicial), embracing diversity, 
equity, and inclusion, criminal justice system, the essential role 
of education in civic participation, civic obligation to participate 
(vote and serve).

• Arts and Culture: Performing arts, visual arts, generative arts 
(digital storytelling: film, music, writing), the role of the arts in 
social change, art history and appreciation.

• Media Literacy: Journalism or opinion, trusted sources, 
social media, propaganda, fact-checking, censorship, blogs, 
podcasting.

• Financial Literacy and Basic Economics: Managing personal 
finances, simple personal financial statements, rudiments of 
savings, banking, tax, and retirement, overview of economic 
theories.

• Agriculture Food Supply Chain, Nutrition, and Hunger: 
farm-to-plate overview, regenerative agriculture, basic nutrition, 
animal welfare, and health maintenance.

• Environment: Monitoring the well-being of our air, water, 
soils, flora, and wildlife, behavioral and advocacy roles in 
preserving a healthy planet.

• Gender, Sexuality, and Pleasure: Reproductive physiology, 
sexually transmitted diseases (STDs), puberty, LGBTQIA equity, 
privacy, eros vs. pornography, and family planning.

• Sportsmanship: Individual and team sport options, 
(competitive and personal challenge), disability sports, and 
health risks and benefits.

• Career Options Overview: Sectors: for-profit, nonprofit, 
government: employment; trades, professional, services, 
entrepreneurship, artisan.

• Personal Well-being and Health: Stages of development, 
basic health maintenance, exercise, check-ups, self-examination, 
substance and behavioral addiction science, understanding 
disability, mental health maintenance, and driver’s ed.

Virtual services at MMUUF
Join us for virtual Sunday services at the Mount Mansfield 

Unitarian Universalist Fellowship!
October 25, 9:30 AM: “Engage or Shelter?” In this service, 

long-time member Dana Baron will explore the role of our 
spiritual community in addressing the social and political chaos 
that is unfolding around us. Many of our members and friends 
are taking action individually, but is there or should there be a 
role for our Fellowship as a whole? Should we engage in the 
struggle collectively? Or should our Fellowship provide shelter 
— spiritual, emotional, and even physical — from the storm?
Mount Mansfield Unitarian Universalist Fellowship Sunday 
Services — Worship, reflect, and sustain one another, within 
an inclusive spiritual community, built on values of honoring 
and affirming the worth of every person, striving for justice, 
participating in the world community, and respecting the natural 
web of existence. Please email info@mmuuf.org for how to join 
us on Zoom. Learn more at www.mmuuf.org and www.uua.org.

Jericho United Methodist Church 
outdoor worship service

With optimism for cooperative weather throughout the month 
of September, Jericho United Methodist Church is hosting its 
weekly worship service outdoors and in-person. All are welcome! 
Bring your mask and lawn chair and join us behind the church 
on September Sundays at 10:00 AM. We are located adjacent to 
Jericho Town Hall, with a shared driveway and parking. There 
will be music, prayer, and message from our new pastor, Rev. 
Sean Delmore. If weather challenges our gathering outdoors, 
we will revert to Zoom virtual worship, a decision made on 
Fridays. Feel free to email for updates or a Zoom invitation ~ Jen 
(luitjens@yahoo.com)

Bell Ringing at United Church Underhill
The United Church of Underhill has been ringing their church 

bell each morning to let everyone know that they are being 
thought of during these extraordinary times. We have changed 
the time to 10:00 AM because we have changed the Sunday 
worship time to 10:00 AM.

Online church services 
in Jeffersonville, Waterville

By Rev. Devon Thomas
Hey all, the folks at the Second Congo Church in Jeff and the 

Waterville Union Church would like to invite all who feel called 
to join us for our online church services Sunday at 10:30 AM. We 
are now having weekly Zoom services and any who would like 
to watch can do so via our Facebook pages. You can find those 
linked below.

So, as we like to say at the church: know that no matter who 
you are or where you are in life’s journey, you are welcome at our 
church; or in this case, our web-space!

Peace
https://www.facebook.com/watervilleunionchurch
https://www.facebook.com/SecondCongregationalUCC

Jericho Congregational Church 
is here to help

The COVID-19 pandemic has affected our lives in numerous 
ways that we never could have imagined. Many of us are now 
working from home, home schooling, and in some cases, 
separated from those we care deeply about. We at Jericho 
Congregational Church want you to know that we are here for 
you during this unsettling time. If you need a listening ear or 
someone to pray with about any of the impacts of this crisis, 
please contact us at 858-5452 or jcchelps@gmail.com. You are 
not alone, and we are here to help.

Calvary Episcopal Church 
is Zooming!

Calvary Episcopal Church is a welcoming, caring, Christian 
community called to live the Gospel of Jesus Christ, grow our 
spiritual gifts, and serve our neighbors. While the church building 
is currently closed, worship services are being held on Sundays at 
9:30 AM via Zoom. All are warmly invited to attend!  The Zoom 
link can be found on Calvary’s website: http://calvarychurchvt.
weebly.com/. Hope to see you soon!
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Online worship service 
at Good Shepherd

Please consider joining us for online worship at Good 
Shepherd Lutheran Church starting 9:00 AM every Sunday 
morning. You can connect with each podcast/video service from 
Sunday morning through Wednesday of every week.

Centering Prayer Meditation Practice is now available on 
Fridays. Thanks to Alan’s leadership and Zoom-genius, you 
can now take part in Centering Prayer Practice from your own 
home every Friday at 8:30 AM. Everything you need to know 
is at Goodshepherdjericho.org. Click on Menu and then Weekly 
Centering Prayer Meditation. It is easy to join in. The Practice is 
geared for beginners through established meditaters.

We are an open-minded Christian community where people 
from different faith traditions, along with those who aren’t 
sure where they belong or what they believe, seek the support 
of a non-judgmental, all-embracing spiritual home. Join us at 
goodshepherdjericho.org. No matter who you are, how you are 
physically or spiritually, or where you are on life’s journey, we 
welcome you in the name and love of Christ.

Please contact Rev. Dr. Arnold Isidore Thomas, Pastor, 
Good Shepherd Lutheran Church for more information or 
with any questions, at 802-503-9666 or pastorthomas@
goodshepherdjericho.org.

CHURCH WORSHIP

Country Store. But how well do you know Jericho roads?
How many roads, lanes, drives, and so on, does Jericho have? 

And what upon them? How many houses in Jericho are over 100 
years old? Do you know where each one is located? Did you 
know Jericho has about as many differently painted or otherwise 
adorned rural mailboxes as there are colors in a box of Skittles?

Did you know there is at least one purple house in Jericho? An 
old pump on Pump Lane — does it function? What comes out of 
it when you pump it? What of the windmill, the old fashioned 
kind, picturesque, low profile, easy on the eye. What of the birds 
of blue, early ’tis for bluebirds, though this bluebird of glass has 
no qualms with the slow coming spring. Will true flowers follow 
those pink and white artificial flowers protruding from the snow?

For to know a Jericho road today is not to say you will know 
it tomorrow. Just ask anyone who drives Raceway Road whose 
crossing in summer rewards with a canopy of greens, babbling 
brook, soft breezes, relaxing slow drives erasing the desire of 
destination, turning during spring mud season into a jolting 
shocking bumpy pitted and potted patchwork looking more like 
a wagon trail of old than a modern travel way.

When we meet we celebrate in commUnity. But then we 
disperse each to our own address. To know every address, every 
roadway that brings us all together, that makes the whole, one 
must walk the roads of Jericho.

Jericho, what roads to community living do you have? What 
do they look like? How will we recognize each of you? What 
personality, what character do you bring to the mix that makes 
Jericho as a whole such a beloved special place?

Let us take a stroll along some of the roads, particularly the 
dirt roads in Jericho and see what, on a given day, we shall see. 
Another day, along the same walk we might see more, for the eye 
is easily mislead, easily distracted, often missing nuggets of gold 
in a mine of silver. 

For now, let us relinquish any perceived notion of our quilted 
community. Let us first inspect the threads, the texture, color, 
length, the bumpiness, the fragility, the beauty, the ply that make 
up our roads.

For to know our roads is to begin to know the love, and 
attention to detail that embellishes the community of Jericho, 
Vermont. 

Roads of Community in Jericho
By Bernie Paquette

Maeve and I started the Roads of Community walk and photo 
series in April of 2020 as a way to better know our community. 
To know every address, every roadway that brings us all together, 
that makes the whole, one must walk the roads of Jericho.

To do so, and with some regularity, is to begin to know what 
makes up this patchwork, this framed latticework of lines that 
lead us to meet, provide fodder for Town Meeting and Front 
Porch Forum discussions, ties us to other towns, and connects 
us to each other.

Jericho, what roads to community living do you have? What 
do they look like? How will we recognize each of you? What 
personality, what character do you bring to the mix that makes 
Jericho as a whole such a beloved special place?

Come, take a digital and visual stroll with us and see the 
fabric and patchwork of colors, textures, designs, architecture, 
and nature-scapes in our Jericho, VT community. Enjoy photos 
of our Jericho, VT community dirt roads as well as a few of our 
walkable paved roads.

All of Jericho’s roads lead to commUnity; what of the roads 
themselves? How much character and varying personalities 
enrich the dirt and tar that make up Jericho lanes and trace, 
drives, circle, ridge, streets, and roads? Aside from where these 
arteries lead, what do they hold close to the heart that embodies, 
transects, brings us together.

They are just roads like any other you say. Tell that to the folks 
at the Town Meeting when they are discussing whether or not 
to have a dirt road paved, whether or not to apply more or less 
salt on the town roads during winter months. Offer one small 
comment about potholes along any Jericho road, then watch as 
Front Page Forum proliferates with banshee-like cries in support 
of dirt roads and cries against dirt roads.

One can live in a community for any number of years, know 
of many town folk, befriend a few, meet up with one or another 
at the local Jericho Country store, one of the two libraries, 
Town Hall, while at a bake sale at the community center, during 
Town Meeting and other gathering spots across town. One can 
hardly not know of the towering white iconic church steeple and 
Snowflake Bentley sign adorning the town green, the Jericho 

View photos of each of the 25 roads we walked and observed 
at https://jerichovermont.blogspot.com/2020/11/jericho-roads-
of-community-series-links.html.

Christmas Eve lights, to spread joy
To the Editor,

Looking ahead to the coming holiday celebrations of all 
cultures, and the joy these traditions can bring especially in these 
times of uncertainty. We have been thinking of a way to spread 
that joy in our community if people would like to join us.

On Christmas Eve we will be setting luminaries out along our 
front yard to wish our neighbors, and those who pass by, a simple 
wish for brighter days ahead and a reminder that it is the small 
things that shine most.

Dig through that recycling as milk jugs, jars, or even a paper 
bag with sand to secure a lit candle (or twinkle lights) is all that 
is needed.

Even just one luminary will spread its light beyond its own 
boundaries.

Here is to health, joy and our special corner of Vermont! 
Happy Holidays!

(Keeping the candles low in their containers to avoid wind 
putting them out is a trial-by-error tip!)

Paige Manning
Underhill

Christmas Lights and Sound Show
To the Editor,

Hello folks, our annual Christmas Lights and Sound Show 
is up and running! For those new to our show, the lights are 
synchronized to music, with some recognizable songs and maybe 
a few you may not know. The show runs from approximately 
4:30 – 8 30 PM daily.

You don’t even have to get out of your car, if you have an FM 
radio! Tune to 87.9 FM (there is a sign posted at the end of the 
driveway to remind you.)

I encourage you to either enter the driveway or pull off the 
road as much as is safely possible. Please do NOT approach 
the display on foot, as there are likely tripping hazards with the 
power cords. There are flashing lights, so if you are sensitive to 
that, be forewarned. 

Location: 61 Poker Hill Road (on the left about 0.5 miles from 
VT Rt. 15), Underhill.

I’m usually making minor changes and trying to add more 
songs, as time permits. 

We hope you enjoy the show! 
Merry Christmas!

George Gallant
Underhill

Let’s help each other: 
Westford Mutual Aid
To the Editor,

Hey Westford people — I’m looking to help connect folks in 
town with resources that they might need right now. Many in 
our community are hard hit by the economic impacts of COVID 
and coming into the holiday season I am interested in ensuring 
our community all has enough food to heat, gas in the tank, fuel 
for their house, etc. Please email me (wdunkley65@gmail.com) 
if you could use some extra money right now. Or if you know 
of some neighbors who would be interested in some aid. This is 
not charity. This is solidarity and mutual aid. Meaning that there 
is a recognition that we live in a deeply unjust society and the 
systems in place create inequity. There are no strings attached. 
There will be no questions asked about employment status, 
sobriety, etc.

I’ve been fortunate in that my business wasn’t impacted 
(was even benefitted) from COVID lockdowns and so I am in a 
position to help out neighbors as best as I can.

I’m interested in prioritizing requests from Black, Indigenous, 
and other People of Color as well as LGBTQ community 
members and community members who are disabled or otherwise 
marginalized in our society. However, I hope ALL community 
members reach out with requests or assistance, as I am hopeful 
we can find a way to meet needs of everyone.

If you are in a position to offer some financial assistance at 
this time and would like to contribute to this aid, please email 
me (wdunkley65@gmail.com). Westford is in the process of 
developing a Mutual Aid team. Reach out with interest.

Here’s a bit more about mutual aid (https://bigdoorbrigade.
com/what-is-mutual-aid/); and a quote from the beginning of this 
article: “What do we mean by mutual aid? Mutual aid is when 
people get together to meet each other’s basic survival needs 
with a shared understanding that the systems we live under are 
not going to meet our needs and we can do it together RIGHT 
NOW!”

In solidarity,
William Dunkley

Westford

Card shower for Barb!
To the Editor,

My grandmother Barbara Guyette will be turning 80 years 
young on December 26! Due to covid we are unable to honor her 
with a big celebration, so we are hoping that family, friends, and 
community will help us to do so by sending her birthday cards! 
Our goal is to receive 80 cards! Please send them to:

Barbara Guyette
Attn: Nina Morel (or Erin Guyette)
P.O. Box 284
Jeffersonville, VT 05464

Please note: we would like this to be a surprise, so please don’t 
mention it where she can hear!

Much appreciation!
Erin Guyette
Jeffersonville

Letters continued on page 8
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Christmas in the year of COVID
’Tis the season of Christmas
and the present we all want

is to share a warm hug
with our family
and our friends

But the pandemic it is raging
and our kids don’t want their old folks

to catch the virus
and get sick

They love us so much
they want us to be safe

and so when Christmas day it comes
they will stand six feet away

With masks hiding
their beautiful smiles
as we share our gifts

out in the yard

Hopefully
there will be snow

and no wind will blow
so we can light our Yuletide candles

in that tree out in the yard

So even though
we won’t get our first wish
of touches and some hugs
with all those that we love

We will feel the warmth
all the same

cause we will see

Merry Christmas 
and Seasons Greetings

Lighted tree to bring joy to 
all at United Church of Underhill
The United Church of Underhill invites everyone to pause and 

fill your spirits with joy by gazing upon our 21+ foot Christmas 
tree adorning the front of our church with 2200 lights. In normal 
times our tree glows within our sanctuary. This year, with 
services being held virtually, we decided to make our tree a gift 
to our community and whomever happens to be passing by on 
VT Rt. 15.

Each evening as the light fades, the tree will come aglow and 
will continue throughout the season. If at any time you wish to 
add a bit of yourself, please feel free to hang a decoration.

A word of caution: our tree has already succumbed to a night 
of high winds, so it is now supported by ten wires staked out 
from the tree to give it stability. If you approach the tree, please 
please watch out for them! We would not want you to trip on 
them and fall.

May we all experience joy, peace, and good health this holiday 
season.

in their sparkling eyes
all of their warm warm love

Merry Christmas to you all
from the Ingvoldstad family

December 2020
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’Tis the season – 
helping Westford families

By Nanette Rogers, Westford Town Clerk
The Town is collecting monetary donations to purchase 

Hannaford gift cards for Westford residents who could use a 
little help this season. The gift cards provide recipients with 
the ability to purchase food and household items as needed and 
according to their personal preferences.

Monetary donations (make checks payable to Town of 
Westford) will be accepted through Friday, December 18. If you 
prefer, you can purchase a gift card (ones that prohibit tobacco 
and alcohol purchases) yourself. Please mail or deliver your 
donation to the Town Office. The gift cards will be mailed on 
Saturday, December 19 to Westford residents only.

Clutter Barn Market 
is now open online

Clutter Barn Market was created in lieu of the Silent Auction 
that usually takes place at the Old Fashioned Harvest Market 
event the last week of September each year. Due to the pandemic, 
the Old Fashioned Harvest Market was cancelled, along with the 
opportunity to provide these items for sale.

Items for sale include Willow Tree sculptures, stoneware and 
pewter. Go to https://clutterbarn.unitedchurchofunderhill.com/
shop and we hope that you enjoy looking through these items 
for purchase.

Sales can be made online with PayPal, so there is no contact 
during the transaction. If you want to pay with cash or check, 
please contact us via email at CBMarket@ucu.church and 
describe what item you are interested in buying and our Clutter 
Barn team will contact you to make arrangements for a pickup 
date and time at the United Church of Underhill, 7 Park St., 
Underhill.

We hope that you enjoy looking at these items and can find an 
item that you would like for yourself or to give to someone on 
your gift list. New items will be added weekly until Christmas, 
so check out the website often.

Need more information about the Clutter Barn Market? Please 
contact us at CBMarket@ucu.church. Clutter Barn Market is to 
raise funds for the missions and ministry of the United Church 
of Underhill in Underhill, Vermont.

Men of Maple Corners calendar, 
Bolton style

Have you heard of the Men of Maple Corners Calendar from 
the early 2000s? Some brave West Boltonites have shucked some 
clothes to raise money for the Friends of Wheeler Field! Get your 
coed, black-and-white “Our Semi-Neked Friends of Wheeler 
Field” 2021 Calendar today. The calendars are $20 each and 
make a unique, comical holiday gift.

Contact Jen, jendudleygaillard@gmail.com, to get yours and 
one for your Mom! Or stop by the Jericho Center Country Store 
(aka Desso’s) and buy one there before they run out.

What is Friends of Wheeler Field? It’s a 501(c)(3) non-profit 
dedicated to buying Wheeler Field to save the ball field and park 
in the middle of West Bolton. To find out more or donate online: 
https://www.wheelerfield.org/.

Merry Christmas 
and Seasons Greetings
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Re: Underhill Community 
Food Sharing Shed
To the Editor,

Some of you may have read what Chris Walker said recently 
(on FPF) about the shed. He suggested that we keep it open 
all the time. I could not agree more. I wish there were 10 FPF 
postings saying that, as an example, we have a heated outbuilding 
that would be perfect for a year-round shed. I wish there were 
more postings with someone offering to DO the work, make the 
concrete offering. The list of what we as a community can do is 
endless!

Let the postings that offer solutions, change, courage, guts to 
do what is right, ring throughout this land.

Chris, I’ll get of my soapbox now. To keep the shed open we 
need an expanded team to DO the necessary work, find a proper 
building/location, etc. …

John Connell 
Greenmont Farms 

Underhill Center

Check package address labels!
To the Editor,

Hey neighbors — happy holidays and all that fun stuff. In this 
season of gifting, in the time of covid, we’re all obviously having 
more of our purchases delivered: FedEx, UPS, and the USPS are 
very busy driving boxes around. Before you bring that package 
in and stuff it in the closet until later, make sure it’s addressed 
to you.

We had five boxes land on our porch today and only two were 
ours! Fortunately we know the households they were intended 
for and delivered them. Just check that address!

Vicki Milton
Underhill

A talk about the F-word
To the Editor,

I am writing to bring to your attention Erica Heilman’s latest 
RumblestripVT podcast of which I am the subject (https://
rumblestripvermont.com/2020/12/a-talk-about-the-f-word-with-
bill-schubart/). In her masterful production, I speak candidly 
about the pain, fear, embarrassment, and loneliness of being fat 
for most of my life.

At 75, much of the pain has ebbed and I am left only with a will 
to share with others who struggle with food and being fat, that 
one can be fat, be loved, and survive the pain and humiliation.

It can be hard to hear but hopefully will bring a ray of light to 
others who share my experience.

Bill Schubart
Hinesburg

Thank You Jericho Farmer’s Market
To the Editor,

As a member of the Board of Jericho Farmer’s Market, I 
would love to express my sincere gratitude for a wonderful 2020 
Season. So many people came together to make this wonderful 
community event run so smoothly.

Thank you to Market Manager Elizabeth King and Board 
Chairman John Koier for their vision. Thank you to the many 
volunteers who stepped up, week after week, to greet the public 
and make sure all the safety protocols were in place.

Thank you to the gracious and generous vendors, over 20 who 
showed up every week with such interesting variety of product, 
setting up early in the afternoon and dismantling in the evening. 
This is a labor-intensive task and so appreciated.

And last but not least — a huge thank you to the community 
for great support!

Susan Adams
Underhill

Letters continued from page 5

DEBORAH RAWSON MEMORIAL LIBRARY
Deborah Rawson Memorial Library has gone back to curbside 

only. COVID numbers in the state are rising and we want to 
keep our community members safe! We will open again for 
appointments once we see the numbers declining.

Curbside hours: Tuesdays and Thursdays, 1:00 – 7:30 PM; 
Wednesdays and Fridays, 1:00 – 5:30 PM; and Saturdays, 11:00 
AM – 1:30 PM. You may place items on hold at https://drml.
bywatersolutions.com. You will receive an email or a phone call 
when your item is ready. Just let us know what day you would like 
to pick it up by calling 899-4962 or emailing rawsonlibrary@
drml.org. Items may be returned in the book drop any time. Items 
are quarantined up to a week before they are checked in. Our 
WiFi remains active and is accessible from the parking lot or 
other areas adjacent to the building. WiFi is available 24/7. A 
password is not needed to connect. Please be aware that our WiFi 
does not offer a secure connection.

Looking for a screen-free family activity? Check out one of our 
brand new board games! Place a hold through the online catalog, 
or call the library to reserve one for your family game night. 
Here is a brief description of our games: Pictureka is a game 
of visual hide-and-seek. Catan is the classic game of collecting 
and trading resources to build settlements. Telestrations is kind 
of like Telephone and Pictionary had a hilarious baby. Lanterns 
is a beautiful, peaceful tile matching game. Codenames is team-
based guessing game great for deductive reasoning.

Love comics and graphic novels, but can’t make it to the 
library? Check out our new online comics platform! Simply go 
online to https://deborahrawsonmemoriallibraryvt.librarypass.
com/, enter your active library card barcode (which is case 
sensitive), set your own PIN and you’re in! Send questions and 
comments to youth_librarian@drml.org. And check out this 
video of the new books that have arrived on the Youth shelves: 
https://youtu.be/5NEk40aIga8

For a full list of online resources, including digital e-book and 
audio book services, classes including language courses, and 
compilations of filmed programs, please visit https://www.drml.
org/how-to-use-a-closed-library/.

Contact information: email rawsonlibrary@drml.org; website 
www.drml.org; phone 802-899-4962.

JERICHO TOWN LIBRARY
Hello Jericho! You may have previous information about 

Jericho Town Library reopening by-appointment this week. Given 
the rising Vermont COVID-19 cases and the new information and 
restrictions from the governor, I wanted to give you all a brief 
update of our reopening plan.

We are going ahead with reopening, with a few changes to our 
original plan. We will now be admitting only one individual or 
one family group during each 30-minute time slot. You can still 
sign up for a browsing session (either individual or family) on 
our Calendly page: calendly.com/jerichotownlibrary.

We will also be conducting a very brief health screening at 
the door, including a quick temperature check with a contactless 
thermometer and a question about if you have left the state in the 
past 14 days and followed state-mandated quarantine policies. 
Masks and 6’ social distancing procedures are still absolutely 
required. You can read our full reopening plan on our website: 
https://www.jerichotownlibraryvt.org/covid-19-policies.html.

We cannot stress this enough: if you are sick, please stay home. 
If a family member is sick, please stay home. We are doing our 
part to keep the community safe, and we ask you to do the same, 
especially as we approach the winter holidays.

We are closely tracking updates on the situation and the 
number of cases in the county, state, and nation, and will adjust 
our reopening status and plan accordingly. As the days get 
colder and darker, we want to provide books and support to the 
community as best we can, but we have to do it safely. Thank you 
all for your help as we work together to move through this!

We are now open for winter hours, Tuesday-Friday, 10:00 AM 
– 4:00 PM and Saturday, 10:00 AM – 2:00 PM. Please arrive on 
time for your appointment; this will keep anyone from having to 
wait outside and will help us welcome as many people as possible 
to the library! Thank you for taking a second to review the details 
on our website and read our full reopening plan before your visit: 
https://www.jerichotownlibraryvt.org/covid-19-policies.html.

For curbside pickup, please fill out the form on our website 
or send us an email to make an order. You’ll be notified when 
it’s ready and you can choose when you would like to pick it 
up. And we will now be offering after hours pickup: if you can’t 
make it during the library’s open hours, just let us know and we 
will leave your order in a bin on the porch for you to grab in the 
evening!

Thank you all for your support as we move through this 
reopening process! We have missed you and look forward to 
having everyone back. Happy reading — Gretchen Wright, 
Director, Jericho Town Library

Library hours are Tuesday-Friday, 10:00 AM – 4:00 PM and 
Saturday, 10:00 AM – 2:00 PM. Please check our website and 
the notice boards outside of the library for updates. 

For more information on programs and library services, please 
visit our website www.jerichotownlibraryvt.org or call 899-4686.

VARNUM MEMORIAL LIBRARY JEFFERSONVILLE
Due to the surge of COVID cases, the Varnum will be 

going back to curbside delivery. Please send your requests to 
varnumrequests@gmail.com. We can print pages for you at 25¢ 
a page. Please stay safe and let us know how we can help.

We are working out what hours we will be able to have 
available for curbside pickup, but please email or call (644-
2117) before you come to the library.

We apologize for the inconvenience, but safety is of upmost 
importance to our staff and board.

Thank you for your understanding, and stay safe!
To view our catalog, please visit https://varnum.kohavt.

org/. When you find your selections, please send a request to 
varnumrequests@gmail.com.

Your Libby login is your entire library card number and your 
password/pin should be your last name, all lowercase. If your 
password/pin doesn’t work, please let us know and we can reset 
it.

Thank you for continuing to bear with us as we navigate these 
uncertain times; we miss you all and look forward to the day 
when we can have more consistent offerings.

The Varnum Library, P.O. Box 198,194 Main St., 
Jeffersonville, 802-644-2117; thevarnum@gmail.com; www.
varnumlibrary.org.

WESTFORD PUBLIC LIBRARY
For the safety of the community, the Westford Public Library 

has (temporarily) returned to a curbside-only service model. 
With an increase in COVID cases in the area, we are doing our 
part to minimize interactions between community members.

We have increased our curbside pickup days and times. The 
best way to order materials is still through our curbside order 
form, but we will be available by phone during these curbside 
hours to take orders, answer questions, or help with suggestions. 
Our digital library, through the Libby app, is available 24/7.

New curbside hours: Wednesdays, 3:00 – 6:00 PM; Thursdays, 
10:00 AM – 12:00 PM; Fridays, 3:00 – 6:00 PM; Saturdays, 
10:00 AM – 2:00 PM. No curbside service will be available on 
Thursday-Friday, December 24-25 and Friday, January 1.

We have added printing services to these curbside hours. Call 
the library for more information if you need something printed.

Curbside order form: https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1F
AIpQLSfTe1x3cPw3Puj9gfhTzBxJitoPuJUdX0RZp-7GpOzL_
cGvVw/viewform

Here are another couple of videos about things you can check 
out from the Westford Public Library. If you missed our previous 
Bree on Books videos, you can check them out on our YouTube 
channel, as follows. Bree on Books – the Binge-Watching 
Edition, features DVD series that the library has to offer and is 
online at https://youtu.be/4qxEc5lHLVk. Bree on Books – What 
Did I Miss? has new books from big-name authors that came out 
over the pandemic, that you might have missed! Part I is online 
at https://youtu.be/Yuu2mrVZ598; Part II is online at https://
youtu.be/mFo95vNcvV0.

Storytime: Enjoy this lovely little storytime about mice. Ms. 
Bree reads three stories, shares a craft, and sings our favorite 
storytime songs. Online at https://youtu.be/qRdZRij2oBg.

Craft Kits: We have a great curbside craft kit this month – 
all kinds of festive decorations. Be sure to order one by using 
the curbside order form on our website, emailing, or calling the 

library. Here’s a little video about the crafts you can get: https://
youtu.be/fcWu7w6KT5w.

Seed Starting Kits: Need a fun winter activity? Want an extra 
present under the tree? Looking for a fun classroom activity? 
Thanks to a generous donation, the library has an abundance 
of these seed starting kits to share with the community. Grown 
your own salad or herbs on your counter! All you need is water 
– the rest is included. Great for sharing a love of gardening 
and healthy eating with your family. Kits will be available 
on a first-come, first-served basis, available during curbside 
pickup. No need to order, just pick one up at those times. To 
see a picture: https://www.facebook.com/WestfordPublicLibrary/
photos/a.383567525025713/3439960356053066/.

Adult Book Group, 7:00 – 8:00 PM, Wednesday, December 
16. This month we will share favorite reads, find new authors, 
and just talk for an hour about books! Be prepared to talk about 
three book suggestions for the group, and take away a bulked up 
winter reading list. All are welcome to attend.

The VT Department of Libraries, along with several state 
agencies and groups, has put together an online resource page: 
https://libraries.vermont.gov/services/children_and_teens/
homeschooling_resources.

Library cards can be renewed or created via email or the 
phone. 

Free Downloadable Ebooks and Audiobooks: Libby/
Overdrive, free with your library card. Don’t know your number, 
card expired, don’t have a card? No problem! Can all be done 
over email. Here are two helpful links:

• https://help.libbyapp.com/6144.htm
• https://help.overdrive.com/en-us/categories/getting-started.

htm
Like us on Facebook. Bree Drapa, Librarian. 878-5639; http://

westfordpubliclibrary.org; westfordpubliclibrary@gmail.com.
RICHMOND LIBRARY

Please note, there is lots of new information on our website, 
https://richmondfreelibraryvt.org, on homeschooling resources 
(on our home page), finding books and more, a long list of online 
resources, book clubs, and more.

The Library will be closed Thursday-Saturday, December 24-
26 and Thursday-Saturday, December 31-January 2. Curbside 
pick-up will be available Monday-Wednesday, December 28-30, 
12:00 – 4:00 PM. Additionally, the Library will be closing at 5:00 
PM on Wednesday, December 23.

Regular curbside pick-up hours are: Monday 10:00 AM – 4:00 
PM, Tuesday 12:00 – 4:00 PM, Wednesday 10:00 AM – 8:00 
PM, Thursday 12:00 – 4:00 PM, Friday 10:00 AM – 4:00 PM, 
and Saturday 12:00 – 2:00 PM. You may request anything from 
the Library’s holdings: books, audiobooks on CD or Playaway, 
DVDs, music CDs or magazines. Browse the catalog at rfl.kohavt.
org. Need help deciding? Just call or email us and we’ll be your 
“personal shoppers.” Remember that items are quarantined for 
seven days before circulating again. If you’ve returned an item 
and it still shows on your record, be patient, we’ll be checking 
it in soon.

A Moisture Meter may be borrowed for seven days from the 
Richmond Free Library. The meter was provided to the library 
via a new program from the VT Department of Environmental 
Conservation’s Air Quality and Climate Division and the VT 
Department of Libraries. Use the hand-held meter to make sure 
your wood is dry enough to burn safely and efficiently. See our 
webpage for more information.

Storytime. If your child enjoyed outdoor storytime at the 
library this fall, you can share our special holiday storytime 
video with them by visiting the youth page of our website and 
clicking on the video link you will find there. Miss Wendy and 
Miss Jennifer as well as Big Gorilla share stories and songs of 
the season. 

Holiday Take and Make Craft. December take and make craft 
bags include all the supplies necessary for kids to make a framed 
masterpiece suitable for gift giving. Stop by the library foyer 
during pick up hours to get a free bag for your little person by 
Wednesday, December 23 while supplies last. The craft is most 
appropriate for kids ages 4-8. You will also find themed coloring 
sheets and mazes in the foyer. Help yourself whenever the library 
foyer is open.

Holiday Reading. We have many new and classic holiday 
picture books ready for circulation this December. We also have 
three new Storytime Bags ready to go for the holiday season 
(Christmas, December Holiday Mix, and Winter). Ask for your 
favorite Christmas or Hanukkah book, or ask us to pick out a few 
for you. Put items on hold through your library account or call 
or email us with your requests and make reading with your little 
person part of your happy holidays.

Electric vehicle charging is now available at the Library/Town 
Center Municipal Parking Lot. Anyone with an electric vehicle 
(EV) can take advantage of the Town’s new ChargePoint Charging 
Station, providing level-2 charging for up to two vehicles. 
Energy is provided “at cost,” and is equivalent to paying about 
$1.50/gallon for a gas vehicle. Users can check if the chargers 
are in use on chargepoint.com or your favorite EV app. Want to 
learn more about EVs? Learn more at DriveElectricVT.com. The 
Richmond Climate Action Committee helped the Town to secure 
the grant for installation, aligning with the Richmond Town Plan 
and the State’s goal of 90% renewable energy across all sectors 
by 2050. The funding is based on the Volkswagen Environmental 
Mitigation Trust.

Recent Acquisitions for Adults at the Richmond Free Library. 
More titles have arrived at the library, many from favorite 
authors such as Lee Child, David Baldacci, Ann Cleeves, Ken 
Follett, Tana French, Craig Johnson, Sherry Thomas, Charles 
Todd, Anne Perry, and other great stand-alone novels. Expand 
your knowledge base with the essays of historian Richard 
Hofstadter, whose Pulitzer winning book Anti-Intellectualism in 
American Life has been reissued by Library of America for its 
ongoing timeliness. Our new nonfiction also includes the story of 
Agent Sonya, a woman living quietly in the English Cotswolds 
and managing Soviet spies in Europe and ultimately passing on 
the design of the atomic bomb to the Soviets, the comprehensive 
history of the Great Influenza of 1918-20, the effort to research 
and save the world’s largest owl, and the details of how food 
originates to its final stop at the grocery store.

Book groups are meeting remotely and books are available at 

LIBRARY NEWS

Libraries continued on page 9
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the library; please contact the book group coordinator to find out 
the plan for each meeting.

(Mostly) Fiction Book Discussion Group — Tuesdays, 
6:00 PM. Group coordinator Gwen Landis, 434-5012 or 
gwennie1972@yahoo.com.

Discover Between the Covers. Join Stacey Symanowicz 
(Huntington) and Rebecca Mueller (Richmond) for monthly 
book chats introducing readers to hidden gems and latest titles, 
on the third Wednesday (December 16) of the month at 1:30 
PM, via Google Meet. Hosted by the Community Senior Center. 
Contact the library for the connection link.

Peaceful Moments. Our webpage (richmondfreelibraryvt.org) 
will be posting one photo each week or so by David Sobel. These 
images evoke appreciation of beauty and calm.

• Call us at 434-3036. Leave a message if it is after hours.
• Email us at rfl@gmavt.net.
Richmond Free Library, 201 Bridge St., P.O. Box 997, 

Richmond, VT 05477; 434-3036; fax 434-3223; www.
richmondfreelibraryvt.org.

DOROTHY ALLING MEMORIAL LIBRARY
WILLISTON

If you would like to join us but need some assistance 
connecting via Zoom, we are here to help. Please email us at 
programs@damlvt.org or call us at 878-4918, and we will be 
happy to help walk you through it.

FAIRFAX COMMUNITY LIBRARY
Due to COVID-19, all programs will be virtual. Keep an eye 

on our Facebook page and website for any updates.
All events are free unless otherwise noted. Pre-registration 

required; contact 849-2420 or libraryfairfax@gmail.com. Please 
sign up at least one week before the program date!

The library is now open with limited hours and services. To 
keep with state guidelines, the library will have limited capacity 
and a rearranged physical space. The hours for library visits 
are on Tuesdays, by appointment. Sign up for a 20-minute time 
block on the hour or half hour. Library staff will clean during the 
10 minutes in between appointments. Limit of 8 people in the 
library, including one computer sign-up. Visitors will be limited 
to 1 person per household and one visit per week. Appointments 
can be made by calling the library at 802-849-2420. Library staff 
will greet visitors at the library door at the Community Library 
entrance (glass double doors). Please remember:

• Wear a face mask/covering at all times. 
• Maintain social distancing inside the library, 6 feet+ apart.
Curbside pickup will continue on Tuesdays and Thursdays, 

3:00 – 7:00 PM. The table is located in the hallway inside the 
glass double doors and materials are available upon request. 
Please note: there will be no curbside service on Thursday, 
December 24, and Thursday, December 31.

Ugly Holiday Sweater Making Party! Friday, December 18, 
7:00 PM. Join the Zoom party and make ugly holiday sweaters! 
Materials are provided, but feel free to bring your own sweater 
or decorations. To register and receive the zoom link, contact 
libraryfairfax@gmail.com or 849-2420.

Grab’n’Go Gingerbread Houses! Swing by the library pick 
up table on Tuesday, December 22 and grab a kit. No sign up 
needed, but supplies are limited so don’t wait too long!

Looking for a new book to read? Check out some of the new 
and seasonal books in the library: A Dog’s Perfect Christmas by 
W. Bruce Cameron; The Noel Letters by Richard Paul Evans; 
The Christmas Cupcake Murder by Joanne Fluke; Agent Sonya: 
Moscow’s Most Daring Wartime Spy by Ben Macintyre; Happily 
This Christmas by Susan Mallery; The Book of Two Ways by 
Jodi Picoult; Black Sun by Rebecca Roanhorse; The Christmas 
Table by Donna Vanliere.

For up-to-date information about programs, visit www.
fairfaxvtlibrary.org, where you can also find a link to the 
interactive Google calendar.

The library website http://www.fairfaxvtlibrary.org has a new 
digital resource! In the “Write. Right. Rite.” series linked on our 
website homepage, you can find an exciting program led by writer 
Jason Reynolds, the National Ambassador for Young People’s 
Literature for 2020-2021. The program is all about young people 
learning to express themselves creatively through writing and 
storytelling. Check out the videos and writing prompts in this fun 
series sponsored by the Library of Congress.

Fairfax Community Library, 75 Hunt St., Fairfax, VT 
05454; www.fairfaxvtlibrary.org, 802-849-2420. Call or email 
libraryprograms@fwsu.org.

BROWNELL LIBRARY, ESSEX JUNCTION
We are not be hosting in-person gatherings for now; this could 

change. We will keep you informed of any additional program 
offerings or program changes on Facebook and our program 
calendar at https://brownelllibrary.org/events/calendar.

Libraries continued from page 8

The library offers curbside service, Monday-Friday, 10:00 AM 
– 6:00 PM.

Place books, DVDs, etc. on hold at https://brownell.kohavt.
org/ by calling us at 802-878-6955, or emailing frontdesk@
brownelllibrary.org. Holds and email requests received by 5:00 
PM will be available for same-day pick-up. Phone-in requests 
received by 5:30 PM will also be available for same-day pick-up. 
We will call you when your request is ready.

Our book drop is open for returns. Because we are still 
encouraged to stay safe and stay home, all materials will be 
checked out to you for three weeks.

Downloadable audio books and ebooks are available through 
Libby or Overdrive: https://gmlc.overdrive.com/. For Village 
residents, we can even offer a temporary virtual card that will 
provide access to these online services. For a virtual card, contact 
the library by phone or email.

You can catch our digital programming on our website program 
calendar: just select the event for details and the meeting link to 
log on: https://brownelllibrary.org/events/calendar.

If you need help using any of these services, email us at 
frontdesk@brownelllibrary.org. We will also be checking 
voicemail periodically, and you can leave us a message at 878-
6955.

Brownell Library, 6 Lincoln St., Essex Junction. Contact Main 
Desk 878-6955, Youth Desk 878-6956, Reference Desk 878-
6957, or frontdesk@brownelllibrary.org.

ESSEX FREE LIBRARY
The Essex Free Library is currently closed to the public, but 

offers curbside pickup, Monday-Friday, 10:00 AM – 6:00 PM. 
For more curbside details, please visit https://www.essexvt.
org/753/Curbside-Services.

We are accepting book returns in the book drop only. Please do 
not return books inside the vestibule.

While the building is closed, our online resources and services 
are always open. All you need is your library card. Don’t have 
a library card? Request a virtual library e-card today to access 
our ebook and audiobook collections. (https://docs.google.
com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScH6EFIcpRRmOhjQ_O1GTNOzZ1_
eJS3WJtR4BQe1aT6mYMT0A/viewform?vc=0&c=0&w=1)

Essex Free Library, 1 Browns River Rd., Essex. 802-879-
0313; essexfreelibrary.com.

MMUHS Concert Choir on YouTube
Covid hasn’t stopped the Mount Mansfield Union High School 

Concert Choir singers! They sing and record separately, then the 
choral teacher and an MMU alumnus skilled in the art of mixing 
create a virtual choir for everyone’s enjoyment. Have a listen! 
We hope it brings a smile to your face.

Click or copy and paste the following URL into your browser 
search bar. It will take you to the YouTube performance: https://
www.youtube.com/watch?v=F0S3Uf0pjrM&feature=youtu.be.

Miracle on Green Tree Drive: a 
Lyric family Christmas special

Miracle on Green Tree Drive is a televised Christmas Special 
celebrating the survival of S. Burlington’s Lyric Theatre’s 
through these tough times and our unwavering commitment to 
ring in the holiday the only way we know how: through song and 
dance and storytelling. It’s a completely original Lyric version 
of a 1960’s Variety Christmas television show… think Lawrence 
Welk, except packed full of Lyric members doing holiday songs 
and sketches with full costumes, scenery, and special effects. A 
few songs, a few jokes, a few tears, a few memories, and a whole 
lot of fun.

The video will be available as a 48-hour rent-to-view, 
on demand, from Sunday, December 20, 7:30 PM through 
Wednesday, January 20, 12:00 AM. Tickets ($20 for a single 
device; $45 for a household) are available online at https://www.
showtix4u.com/event-details/42467. 

For information, contact 802-658-1484 or office@
lyrictheatrevt.org.

Vermont Stage presents 
Winter Tales (digitally!)

Please join us from 12:00 PM on December 9, until 12:00 
AM on December 16, for Vermont Stage’s 16th Annual Winter 
Tales holiday tradition. Due to health and safety concerns, this 
production will be a digital event this year, available December 
9-16 from www.vermontstage.org. 

Pour yourself a cup of hot cider, grab a plate of molasses 
cookies, and enjoy the show from the comfort of your home. 
Purchase your tickets online at www.vermontstage.org and buy a 
wonderful gift for your family and friends today.

VT International Film Festival 
runs through June 2021

The Vermont International Film Festival has partnered with 
the Middlebury New Filmmakers Festival to present Split/
Screen, an eight-month curatorial collaboration. Now through 
June 2021, the festivals will co-present a monthly series of films 
online. Learn more about Split/Screen at https://vtiff.org/vtiff-
now/split-screen/.

Women’s Festival of Crafts 
has gone virtual

The 31st Women’s Festival of Crafts is thrilled to announce 
that we are still here creating and have gone virtual for the 2020 
holiday season. Shop with over 80 unique Vermont artists from 
the comfort of your home!

We will be showcasing many past vendors and an array of 
new artists this year. No need to sign up for anything, just head to 
our website www.womensfestivalofcrafts.com at your leisure for 

direct links to all of this year’s vendors.
Make sure to follow our Instagram (@womensfestvt) and FB 

(@womensfestivalofcrafts) for special promotions and product 
features, through Friday, December 18. We hope that you shop 
small and local again this holiday season. We miss seeing all of 
our customers in person and we thank you for the many Women’s 
Fest events you’ve supported in the last 31 years!

Artist Development Grants 
support digital pivot

Since announcing a special round of Artist Development 
Grants in early August, the Vermont Arts Council has awarded 
31 grants to artists in nine counties, and of them 19 supported an 
artist’s “digital pivot” in some way.

These include nine website launches or redesigns, six 
purchases of equipment or services for digital media, and four 
online courses or digital media consultations. Of the artists 
receiving these awards, six of them are teaching artists working 
in Vermont schools through our Artists in Schools program.

Another round of Artist Development grants is open, and 
artists adapting their work for COVID-19 are encouraged to 
apply. The deadline has been extended to Monday, January 11. 
Learn more and apply online at https://www.vermontartscouncil.
org/grants/artists/artist-development.

Spruce Peak Arts Winter Concert 
series began December 5 

This year’s Spruce Peak Arts Winter Concert series will bring 
seven live performances, including options for limited, safe, 
in-person attendance, as well as for live-streaming. The mix 
of limited in-person seating and live-streaming of events is to 
ensure the health and safety of our patrons and community.

Next in the series will be Dave Keller’s You Get What You 
Give CD release concert on Saturday, December 19 at 7:00 PM. 
The award-winning singer, guitarist, and songwriter is known for 
his trademark Southern soul and blues music. His latest release 
is born from witnessing our nation’s anger and pain following 
George Floyd’s murder in June. Keller turned to a place of solace 
— music — and set forth to work on a new album to raise money 
for racial justice and equity.

Ali McGuirk kicks off the new year on Saturday, January 23 
at 7:00 PM, commanding the room with her dynamic voice and 
heartfelt songwriting.

On Saturday, February 20, 7:00 PM, Bow Thayer, Boston bass 
staple Jeremy Dryden, and long-time drummer Jeff Berlin will 
cover most of Bow’s new album The Woodshed as well as some 
old favorites.

The final Winter Concert Series event will be on the Spring 
Equinox, Saturday, March 20, 7:00 PM with Beg, Steal, 
or Borrow. The Vermont-based quintet is known for warm 
harmonies, virtuosic instrumentals, and tight musical interplay in 
an ever-growing repertoire of original music.

Protocols for in-person attendance include mask-wearing, 
social distancing standards, reduced seating capacity, hand 
sanitizing, health checks, and extensive cleaning protocols. 
To learn more, please visit our Health and Safety Policy page, 
https://www.sprucepeakarts.org/safety-and-health-policies/.

Tickets are $25 for in-person attendance, $15 for live-stream. 
In the event that Vermont guidance shifts to restrict in-person 
attendance, existing in-person tickets will be changed to live-
stream. In-person ticketholders will have the option of a credit, 
refund, or making a donation with the remainder.

Call for applications: 
Artist Development Grants

The Vermont Arts Council is now accepting applications for 
its next round of Artist Development Grants. The deadline for 
this current round is Monday, January 11, 2021.

Artist Development Grants support artists at all stages of their 
careers. Grants can fund activities that enhance mastery of an 
artist’s craft, or skills and activities that increase the viability of an 
artist’s business. New this year: Grants can also support teaching 
artists in developing the skills necessary to provide instruction in 
K-12 schools remotely during the COVID-19 crisis.

Funding may also support aspects of the creation of new 
work when the activity allows the grantee to accept a rare and 
important opportunity.

Eligible expenses for such activities include, but are not 
limited to: advanced study of technique or practice with a mentor; 
attending a professional conference to build business or artistic 
skills or knowledge; contracting professional services including 
photographic documentation of work, contract preparation, 
or business incorporation, creation of accounting systems, 
developing e-commerce on a website, creation of marketing 
materials, etc.; marketing, planning, purchasing some materials, 
or renting space for new exhibitions or performances; adapting 
and responding to the current COVID-19 crisis; travel within the 
United States.

Applications are evaluated in three areas: impact, planning, 
and budget. Priority is given to first-time grantees and proposals 
for rare or unique opportunities.

Who may apply: artists who: have been residents of Vermont 
for a minimum of one year prior to the application deadline 
and are residents at the time the award is granted; are eighteen 
years of age or older at the time of application; have submitted 
all required reports on any prior Council grants; meet all of the 
above requirements and are applying as a representative of an 
artist group.

Who may not apply: artists whose projects involve activities 
for which college credit is given; artists who have received any 
other Arts Council grant in the same fiscal year to support the 
same project; artists who have received an Artist Development 
Grant between September 2020-June 2021.

For full details and the online application, visit 
vermontartscouncil.org/artistdevelopment.

ART / MUSIC / THEATER

Send your news to the 
Mountain Gazette
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OFFICIAL WARNING
ANNUAL MEETING

JERICHO UNDERHILL 
PARK DISTRICT

The legal voters of the towns of 
Jericho and Underhill in the County of 
Chittenden and the State of Vermont 
are hereby warned and notified to meet 
on January 21, 2021 at 7:00 p.m.   The 
Annual Meeting will be conducted 
virtually and will use this Zoom link:

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86827176965?
pwd=Sjc1azFvQlhsMUpGbERLYk9na1VY
dz09

 
Meeting ID: 868 2717 6965 

Passcode: MRP2021

Please check our website at www.
millsriversidepark.org  prior to this meeting 
for any changes to the Zoom link.

Articles to be acted on include:
Article 1.  Election of a Moderator
Article 2.  Act on Report of Trustees
Article 3.  Shall the District authorize
                  the Trustees to borrow
                  money for the temporary
                  needs of the District?
Article 4.  Adoption of a budget
Article 5.  Other business thought      
                  proper when met.

Proposed budget is  $60,345.00

Dated at Jericho, Vermont, December 10, 
2020

Livy Strong     Chair       
Tom Cota
Dave Williamson   Vice-Chair                                 
Dan Lerner
Donna Pratt    Treasurer      
Bruce Blokland
James Massingham    Secretary 

Welcome home to William Timothy Caswell, who was born on 
Thursday, December 3, 2020 at 6:03 PM at Northwest Medical 
Center, St. Albans, VT. At birth he weighed 7 pounds 3 ounces 
and was 20 inches tall. His parents are Calvin and Christy 
(Clark) Caswell, currently of Fairfax, VT. Both are graduates 
of Mount Mansfield Union High School, Calvin in 2010 and 
Christy in 2011. Christy’s parents Tim and Cathy Clark reside 
in Underhill, VT as do her paternal grandparents Randy and 
Kitty Clark. Christy’s maternal grandparents are Ray and Ann 
Morris of Zephyr Hills, FL. Calvin’s mother Lorri Caswell lives 
in Essex, VT.                                   PHOTO CONTRIBUTED

PEOPLE IN THE NEWS

BIRTH ANNOUNCEMENT OBITUARIES

With heavy hearts, we announce the passing of Arnold E. 
Gratton of Huntington, VT on Saturday morning, October 24, 
2020. Arnold was born on October 13, 1932 to Adeline and Remi 
Gratton, of Westford, VT. Arnold married Janice McMahon, the 
love of his life, on December 1, 1956 in St. Stephen’s Church 
in Winooski, VT. Arnold and Janice were blessed with two sons 
and two daughters. Then Arnold started his military career, 
serving his country for 27 years with the Army and one year in 
the Marines, serving during the Korean Conflict and Germany 
and stateside tours. He retired from his military career in March 
of 1978 and then continued to work as a machinist for General 
Electric. As Richmond, VT residents, he and Jan opened “The 
Village Bargain Barn” in Richmond. Arnold loved helping 
and socializing with everyone and joined the Fire Department. 
In 1996 Arnold and Jan moved to Huntington and started 
volunteering with local seniors and sharing weekly luncheons. 
Arnold loved and was so proud of his children Ronny, Randy, 
Terri, and Lori — he offered his encouragement, patience and 
was so supportive of each one. He continued his support and 
love to eight grandchildren as well as his six great grandsons 
with all the fun and laughter they brought him. Arnold was a 
long time member of St. Jude’s Church in Hinesburg, VT. Arnold 
is survived by his wife of 64 years, Janice; four children and 
spouses; brother Remi; and several nieces and nephews. Arnold 
was predeceased by 11 brothers and sisters. Janice spent six years 
loving and caring for Arnold with his health issues. Their family 
is very proud of their love and compassion for each other during 
this time. Thank you Mom — we love you. Janice and her family 
wish to thank UVM Home Health and Hospice teams. They were 
so incredible with Arnold’s final days. In lieu of flowers, please 
donate to Huntington Fire Department or Richmond Rescue. 
Visiting hours were held on Tuesday, October 27, 2020 at St. 
Jude’s Catholic Church in Hinesburg. A Mass of Christian Burial 
was celebrated on Wednesday, October 28, 2020 at St. Jude’s 
Catholic Church. Burial was to be at Fort Ethan Allen Cemetery 
in Colchester, VT at a later date. For those who wish, online 
condolences may be made to www.minorfh.com.

Ann Elizabeth (Murray) White, 79, 
of Lowell, Jonesville, and Williston, VT 
passed away peacefully in her sleep after 
a short illness on Monday, December 7, 
2020. Born Ann Elizabeth Murray on 
September 10, 1941 to Glenn and Doris 
(Farr) Murray in Barre City, VT, Ann 
grew up in Waitsfield, VT on the family 
farm. She was the second born out of six 
children. She moved with the family in 
1951 to Richmond, VT where they built 

up the Murray Farm. She attended school at the Jonesville (VT) 
Academy and graduated from Richmond High School. After 
high school she started work at Kresge’s Department Store 
in Burlington, VT where she met the love of her life, Donald 
(Moose)White. They married in 1971 while living in Winooski, 
VT but later that same year moved to Jonesville where they raised 
three children together until Don passed in 1990. Ann worked 
for a handful of places that included Kresge’s Department Store, 
Maternities Inc., The DeGoesbriand Hospital, Digital Equipment 
Corporation, and ending with 25 years at IBM where she retired 
in 2006. Ann had many hobbies which included gardening (her 
flowers and yard work were her biggest pride), woodworking, 
crafting, canning, farming, and spending as much time as she 
could with her family. Ann absolutely loved the holidays, hosting 
many family dinners and get-togethers. She was the kind, giving 
soul who would do anything for anyone at any time. Her greatest 
passion though was her time spent with her grandchildren and 
great-grandchildren, who adored her more than anything. Just 
before retiring from IBM, Ann traveled to Italy with a group 
from work. It was the trip of a lifetime for her. She spoke of it 
often and wished she could go back. She enjoyed watching home 
improvement shows and dreaming of projects she could do to 
her home. She was constantly redesigning one room or another, 
never sitting still. She was well known by those close to her for 
her Swedish meatballs — they were the best! These were often 
requested at all of the family gatherings she hosted. After retiring 
Ann joined the Beacon Light Grange in Richmond. She was with 
them for over 15 years. She was also a member of the Richmond 
Congregational Church. Ann’s health started declining in the past 
few years, causing her to have to sell her home of nearly 50 years. 
She moved to a wonderful area in Williston, VT called Williston 
Woods. She absolutely loved it there. She lived there for only 
a year and a half before she was unable to live on her own. 
Ann then moved to Lowell, VT to get 24/7 care from our angel 
Lois Callahan, who was also caring for Ann’s son Donald, Jr. 
Unfortunately Donald, Jr. lost his battle with a long time illness 
just a couple weeks after she moved in. Ann is survived by her 
children Anne-Marie (Lee) Dupere of Jonesville, and Henry W. 
White and his fiancé Bonnie Baker of Fairfax, VT; step-children 
Diana (James) Poirier and Mary (David) Ball, both of Arizona, 
David (Judy) White of North Carolina, and Peter (Christa) White 
of Burlington. Also surviving are her siblings Russell (Alice) 
Murray, Shirley Ashley, Calvin (Carolyn) Murray, and Glenna 
(Bruce) Weiner; her grandchildren Kayla (Harvey) Mayo, 
Bradley Dupere, Macie (Steven) Whitaker, Destiny White, 
Nicholas White, Jacob White, Erica White, Hunter White, Amy 
(Jeff) Barnier, Michael (Andrea) Poirier, Chris (Kristen) Ball, 
Lauren Ball, and Jeremiah White; great-grandchildren Kasey 
Dupere, Camden Whitaker, Harrison Mayo, Jaxx White, Meilani 

Ball, Elias Ball, Arianna Ball, Carmella Poirier, Alexandria 
Poirier, Isaiah Debono, Caleb Barnier, and Cam Barnier; and we 
can’t forget her sidekick, her dog Precious. She was predeceased 
by her parents Glenn in 1972 and Doris in 2005; her husband 
Donald Sr. in 1990; her son Donald Jr. on September 13, 2020; 
and her infant brother Glenn Richard who died at birth. Due to 
COVID there will be no services until spring 2021, when we will 
hopefully be able to get together safely. “What we once enjoyed 
and deeply loved we can never lose, for all that we love deeply 
becomes part of us.” Cards of condolences maybe sent to Anne-
Marie Dupere, P.O. Box 184, Jonesville, VT 05466, and to Henry 
White, 77 Windtop Rd., Fairfax, VT 05454. Contributions may 
also be sent to them.

Frena Genevieve (Webb) Phillips, 
87, died peacefully on Saturday, 
December 5, 2020 at the St. Albans 
Health and Rehab in St. Albans, VT. 
Frena was born on February 15, 1933 in 
St. Albans, the daughter of Samuel and 
Bertha (Brookes) Webb. She graduated 
from BFA Fairfax (VT) in 1951 and 
the Burlington (VT) Business College. 
On November 8, 1952, she married 
William “Bill” Phillips in the United 

Church of Fairfax. They were married for 59 years. On October 
1, 1956, Frena and Bill moved to Westford, VT and purchased 
the Chet Hall place, where she and Bill raised their family and 
now lived. Frena had worked as a secretary to the Principal for 
the Westford Elementary School. She then began work for the 
town of Westford, becoming assistant town clerk, then Town 
Clerk, working there for 28 years before retiring. Following 
her retirement, she worked for the Mathieu Bus Company in 
Westford. Frena enjoyed going to lunch with the girls, having 
coffee with Jr. in the morning and spending time with her 
children and grandchildren. She never forgot an anniversary or 
birthday. She always looked forward to gardening and canning in 
the fall and helping out when the family was sugaring. Whenever 
somebody needed anything, she was always there to help. She is 
survived by her sons Charles Phillips and his wife France, and 
Scot Phillips and his wife Kimberlee, all of Westford; by her 
grandchildren Jeremy and Jessica Phillips and their sons Dustin 
and Charles “Charlie,” all of Georgia, VT, Todd and Lindsay 
Phillips and their children Grayson and Madelyn, all of Fairfax, 
Shane Phillips and Talia Bushey and their son Gavin and one on 
the way, all of Essex, VT, Krystle Phillips of Milton, VT, Megan 
Phillips and Melissa Wood of St. Albans, Jennifer and Eric Harper 
and their sons Owen and Hayden, all of Westford, and William 
and Erin Phillips and their daughter Natalie, all of Westford; and 
by several nieces and nephews. Frena was predeceased by her 
husband Bill on May 9, 2012; her son Allen Phillips on April 15, 
2014; a sister Ivy Ovitt; and her brothers J. Douglas Webb and 
William Webb. Frena’s family would like to thank Jr. Drinkwine 
who was a very special family friend who checked in daily on 
Frena and Bill and was always there for them and was thought of 
as a part of their family. Due to COVID, the family has chosen to 
have a private graveside service at the Pleasant View Cemetery 
in Westford. A celebration of her life will be held in the summer 
of 2021 when it is safer to gather as a group. For those who wish, 
online condolences may be made to www.minorfh.com.

On Tuesday, December 8, 2020, 
Jay Gettinger, loving husband, father, 
grandfather, uncle and friend passed 
away at the age of 75 at his home in 
Underhill, VT from an inoperable brain 
tumor. Jay was born on August 22, 1945 
in Brooklyn, NY to Morris Gettinger 
and Ethel Cohen. He was a graduate 
of Erasmus High School in Brooklyn 
and The City College of New York. On 
September 2, 1972, he married Jeannie 

Kortz. They raised two children, Eliza Kramer of Underhill, VT 
and Aaron Gettinger of Simsbury, CT. Jay was predeceased by 
his father, “Jimmy,” and his mother, Ethel. He is survived by 
his wife Jeannie, his children Eliza and Aaron, their respective 
spouses Mike and Jill, his grandchildren Delilah, Asa, and Elise, 
numerous brothers- and sisters-in-law and nieces and nephews, 
his beloved friends from The Green Mountain Bonsai Society, 
and enough others to fill a football stadium. Jay retired to Vermont 
after a long career in New York State with Off Track Betting. 
Best known as the tall guy with a beard with the Germany hat, he 
was easy to recognize and could be seen “working the lift line” at 
Smugglers’ Notch in the winter and paddling at his island camp 
in the Adirondacks in the summer. Jay loved to bake bread and 
bagels, obsess over his bonsai, spend time with his grandchildren, 
and travel with his wife to see new places and visit old friends. 
He was also an avid tinkerer and could never complete a project 
without somehow hurting himself. His family takes comfort in 
knowing he’ll no longer feel any pain, self-inflicted or otherwise. 
In lieu of flowers, donations can be made to The Vermont Food 
Bank, or to The Wild Center in the Adirondacks. RIP Jay, you 
will be sorely missed. When it is safe to gather, a celebration of 
life will be held at the Emmerich Tree Farm in Warwick, NY. 
Arrangements were made by Ready Funeral Home in Burlington, 
VT. If everyone was as kind and generous as Jay was, it would be 
a much better world.
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atop tall stalks. Amaryllis bulbs are widely available around the 
Christmas season, making them an easy project to start. They 
can be found in garden stores, grocery stores, and through 
mail-order catalogs. We recommend that you plant your bulb in 
a heavy pot, rather than a lightweight plastic one, because they 
do get rather top-heavy. Kids can watch each week as the bulb 
grows taller. The bulb will burst into bloom about 8-12 weeks 
after planting. Kids will get excited about growing an amaryllis. 
They can watch it grow and it will liven up a windowsill when 
the garden outside is at its bleakest. Nothing beats the winter 
doldrums better than a potful of stunning amaryllis in full 
bloom on your windowsill. 
                                                                 PHOTO CONTRIBUTED
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The Mountain Gazette is the hometown community newspaper 

for Bolton, Cambridge, Jeffersonville, Jericho, Underhill, and Westford, Vermont. 

The Mountain Gazette store-delivers 4,500 - Bolton, Cambridge, Jeffersonville, Jericho, Underhill, Westford,  
Essex Junction, Essex, Essex Center, Fairfax, Huntington, Hinesburg, Jonesville, and Richmond. 
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The Mountain Gazette is owned and operated by Brenda Boutin. 
Boutin has a B.A. in Graphic Design and is the Graphic Designer. Ads are designed for you at no added cost.
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2021
Looking for a fun indoor gardening project to do with kids this 
winter? Try planting an amaryllis bulb. An amaryllis bulb is 
enormous. It is easy to plant and bring into flower. It is also 

one of the most rewarding plants to force for winter blooms. 
Amaryllis come in many shades of red, pink, white, and bicolor 
and have large, dramatic, trumpet-shaped blossoms that open 

WEEK 1           WEEK 2                                                   WEEK 3                                            WEEK 4

11
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Locally Owned 
& Managed 

• Perfectly designed private apartment options in 
Independent Living, Assisted Living and Memory Care 
designed to support ever changing needs.

• Delicious chef-prepared meals and snacks.

• Robust life enrichment programs and engaging activities.

• Assistance with activities of daily living to include personal 
care and medication management.

• Transportation, on-site physical therapy, daily health and 
fitness programs.

• Resident-directed individualized care plans supported by a 
pendant call system to alert for immediate assistance.

18 Carmichael Street, Essex Junction, VT 05452
(802) 871-5808  |  MansfieldPlaceVT.com

Call Laurie today to learn more.
(802) 871-5808(802) 871-5808

PET
FRIENDLY

“We are very happy that our 
Mom was able to age gracefully and with dignity in such a 

great environment.”  – The Family of Betty Erickson

At Mansfield Place, the transition to assisted living is a positive 
and happy experience for residents and their loved ones.

Enriching
Experience,

reat
Environment

G

The Jericho Underhill Land Trust wishes to thank 
these donors for helping to purchase and conserve 
the Tomasi Meadow for the Town of Underhill.  

         Happy Holidays!
Tomasi Family
Town of Underhill
Vermont Housing and 
Conservation Fund
The Jericho Underhill Land 
Trust

Anonymous (2) 
Harris and Jan Abbott   
Barbara and James Adams
Gerald and Susan Adams
Jean Archibald
Mike Austin and Jessica Dion
Rachel Becker
Susan and Curtis Belton
Peter and Caroline Bennett
Barbara and Bruce Blokland
Ross Brewer
Kennet and Vicki Bruce
Matthew 
   and Elizabeth Chapek
N. Choucri Field 
   and W. Choucri
John and Polly Connell
Anne Cramer
Timothy Crowell 
   and Patricia Sabalis
Sharon Damkot
Dawn Stanger 
   and Thomas Doll
Edward Stanley Emery, MD
Robin and Liam Farrell

Elisa Fiaschetti
John and Devena Fifield
Andrew Fitzgerald
Roger and Traudl Frey
Marcy Gibson
Jacki Goldman
Carolyn Gregson
Bob and Donna Hamill
Aaron Hechmer
Rick Heh and Mary Hill
Bernadette 
   and Donald D. Howard
Alex and Monica John
Tom and Sarah Joslin
Marilyn Kimball
Stanley Knapp
John and Barbie Koier
Paul and Serena Kusserow
Gregory Leech and Amy 
Golodetz
Carolyn Leighton
George and Virginia Lewis
John Long and Delight Wing
Bonnie MacLeod 
   and Craig Reeves
Elaine McCrate 
Nancy McRae
Karl and Heather Meisterling
Francine and Michael Mellott

Kristi Miller
Chris and Penny Miller
Peter and Kathleen Mitchell
Susan C. Morse
Dorsey and Bob Naylor
Mary Neighbors and Tom 
Vogelmann
Grace Nelson
Laura Norris
Annie O’Shaughnessy
Pamela Parshall
Wendy Radcliff
Richard and Margaret Rushlow
Cynthia Seybolt
John and Dianne Shullenberger
Silpe-Katz family
Emille Soisson
Daniel and Janet Steinbauer
Peter Strom
Patty Strom
Loren and Livy Strong
Joan Swan
Hilaire Thomas
Henry and Joanna Weinstock
Michael and Patricia Weisel
Nancy Wightman
Bill and Mary Wilson
Barbara Yerrick 
   and Steven Webster

THANK  YOU!
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