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Plan ahead
Valentine’s Day is just 

around the corner!

NEWS BRIEFS

News briefs continued on page 3

By Phyl Newbeck
Special to the Mountain Gazette

Trent Cooper doesn’t get much sustained sleep. That’s because 
the Westford resident has to get up in the middle of the night to feed 
the Sagacious One. No, the Sagacious One is not a relative or even 
a pet. She is the wood-fi red oven in which he bakes Trent’s Bread in 
the space formerly occupied by his mentor, Gerard Rubaud.

Six years ago, Cooper wanted to open a pizzeria in Florida. 
He began looking into ovens and learned that bread ovens were 
more advanced than those in pizzerias. “I decided that if I became 
better at making bread I would make better pizza,” Cooper said. 
An article about Gerard Rubaud’s bakery caught his attention and 
he learned that Rubaud was looking for an apprentice. When his 
fi rst application didn’t receive a reply, Cooper re-sent the letter and 
Rubaud invited him to come to Westford for a two-week tryout to 
see if they were compatible. After three days, Rubaud decided they 
were.

Cooper went back to Florida, packed up his things, tied up loose 
ends, and got a friend of friend to care for his dog Benny. “I gave 
up my job, my dog, and all of my belongings to move to Vermont 
and learn how to bake bread,” he said. “After four and a half months 
my time was up, but Gerard said he had taught me everything he 
could.” Cooper returned to Florida where he worked at various 
food establishments. He opened a bakery for the Mina Group in St. 
Petersburg, and helped open the Reading Room, which was ranked 
the number one restaurant in that city by the local newspaper.

In 2019, Cooper learned that his mentor had passed away and 
he contacted Rubaud’s daughter Julie in Hinesburg. She told him 
Rubaud’s Westford bakery was vacant and the property owners 
were looking for a new tenant. Cooper jumped at the opportunity to 
return to Vermont, and this time was able to take Benny with him. 

Cooper has decided to call his product Trent’s Bread. “Gerard 
was a unique human being,” Cooper said, “and his signature should 
stay with him; but because he was my mentor, I make my bread in 
a similar style and I believe in his philosophy. I see myself as the 
steward of the levain and the bread is the most important thing to 
me.”

Cooper makes his bread in the manner of bread-makers prior to 
the Industrial Revolution. “There is no refrigeration,” he said. “I 
use an 11-foot wood-fi red oven and make just one type of bread. 
It’s my version of what the French call pain de campagne and I call 

Trent’s Bread: 
everything old 
is new again

Trent Cooper and the Sagacious One. Trent returned to Vermont 
to bake his bread the wood-fi red oven (the Sagacious One) in the 
space formerly occupied by his mentor, Gerard Rubaud.                                                                               
                                                                                 PHOTO CONTRIBUTED

country bread.” Co oper uses 15% freshly milled spelt, so the germs 
are still intact. “Milling fresh spelt keeps the germ and gives it an 
aromatic fl avor,” he explained. Cooper currently sources his spelt 
from a New York State farm but he is talking to local farmers in the 
hope that they will plant some spelt for his bakery here in Vermont.

Cooper currently delivers his bread to the Steeple Market in 
Fairfax, Jericho Market, Jericho Center Country Store, Sweet 
Clover in Essex, and the Intervale CSA, but he would like to add 
other outlets. He doesn’t want his bread to sit on the shelves for 
more than one day so he picks up any product that hasn’t been sold, 
although he personally thinks the bread tastes better the day after it 
has been baked.

Cooper is happy to be using the same bakery as his mentor with 
the same oven and the same oak and walnut wood boxes. He lives 
upstairs so he can feed the Sagacious One as needed. “I wake up at 
midnight and start baking,” he said. “I don’t get much long-term 
sleep. I sleep for about three and a half to four hours and then get up 
to feed her. She’s on a four to fi ve hour feeding schedule.” Cooper 
uses locally sourced mixed hardwoods to feed the stove and notes 
that fi ring the oven is one of his favorite things. 

“The bakery is a magical place,” Cooper said. “I’m baking with 
intent. Every day there is intention behind it.” Cooper welcomes 
visitors to come and watch the process. “There are no secrets,” he 
said. “I don’t hide anything. I’m keeping a tradition going, not just 
because I like it but also because I don’t think we should lose the 
way that bread has been made. We made food like this for thousands 
of years and I enjoy that I get to keep that going and want to share 
it with other people.”

B&L station, Depot Street, Underhill Flats, c1900. Small building 
on left is the car house, where the handcar was stored. Today it is 
a storage shed on a local farm. 
                                                 PHOTOS COURTESY OF GARY IRISH

By Gary Irish
Special to the Mountain Gazette

On Monday, February 10 at 6:30 PM at DRML, Jericho, Gary 
Irish will present old photos of Underhill (and a bit of the Riverside 
area of Jericho), and his current photo of (nearly) the same spot, 
c.100 photos in all, to show how things have changed over the years. 
Sponsored by DRML and the Underhill Historical Society.

The Burlington and Lamoille Railroad — the “B&L,” which 
ran from Burlington to a connection with the Lamoille Valley 

The heyday of railroads in Underhill

B&L train crossing VT Rt. 15 halfway between present day 
Jolley’s gas station and convenience store and Jericho Market, 
mid-1930s. “…in one three-week period in May 1899, over 30 
tons of maple sugar was shipped from Underhill.” 

Railroad (later to become the St. Johnsbury & Lake Champlain 
RR, or StJ&LC) at Cambridge Junction, passed through Essex, 
Jericho, and Underhill. Construction on the B&L started in Jericho 
May 24, 1875, with crews working both toward Burlington and 
Cambridge. The railroad was completed in June, 1877. Numerous 
local businessmen supported its construction, as they felt it would 
aid their businesses, and generally they were correct. In its heyday, 
the Underhill station was a very busy place. Suddenly, products that 

Railroads continued on page 3

Aunt Dot’s Place serves 
those in need, with dignity

Aunt Dot’s Place is a 100% volunteer-run community food 
shelf in Essex, a registered 501c3 charitable corporation, and is 
an independent organization with no offi cial ties to any religious 
or secular institution. It is a safe and welcoming place where the 
less fortunate can get help with basic needs such as food, clothing, 
and community resources, with the assurance of being treated with 
dignity and respect. We serve residents of Essex, Essex Junction, 
Jericho, Underhill, and Westford. (Please bring a piece of mail with 
you to verify residency.)

Aunt Dot’s Place opened in August 2017 as a resource for food. 
Statistics provided to us by the Williston Community Food Shelf at 
that time indicated they were supporting 125 families from Essex. 
Those 125 families consisted of around 400 individuals, including 
children and seniors, who simply did not have enough to eat. Our 
goal is provide these families with a resource within their own 
community, where they can visit to get the help they need. In the 
future, we hope to evolve and be able to offer clothing, temporary 
shelter, and employment assistance to those who seek our support.

The food shelf has a wide assortment of fresh and shelf-stable 
foods. Some examples include assorted cereals, oatmeal, ready-to-
make meals, condiments, baking mixes, canned foods, and more. We 
have personal hygiene items like deodorant, shampoo, conditioner, 
body wash, and more. We also have diapers and toothbrushes, toilet 
paper, paper towels, and laundry detergent available. We have cat 
food and dog food on hand to help you care for the furry members 
of your family!

Your help is critical. You can drop off donations at Price Chopper 
in Essex, the Essex Middle School, and Founders Memorial School; 
or at Aunt Dot’s Place during our operating hours (Tuesday 6:00 – 
7:30 PM, Thursday and Saturday 9:00 – 11:00 AM) at 51 Center 
Rd., Essex.

We urgently need volunteers to pick up food from Hannaford or 
Trader Joe’s on Saturday mornings, and to help staff the food shelf. 
For a list of our current needs, please go online to https://www.
auntdotsplace.com/current-needs/.

For more information, please contact 802-857-8208 or email us 
via our secure website, https://www.auntdotsplace.com/contact/.

Draft Westford Selectboard 
minutes available

Nanette Rogers, Town Clerk, Westford
Find out what the Westford Selectboard is discussing! Read the 

draft minutes from the Thursday, January 23 meeting at https://
westfordvt.us/wp-content/uploads/2020/01/2020-01-23-Draft-
Minutes.pdf.

Local candidate offered 
campaign videos by MMCTV

Town Meeting Day is coming up! MMCTV invites all candidates 
for local offi ces/board positions in Jericho, Richmond, or Underhill 
to record short messages to the public at our studio in Richmond. If 
interested, contact us to make an appointment. We will play these 
videos on our Comcast Cable channels 15 and 17 (plus new 1076 
and 1086) and online. MMCTV offers this service free of charge 
to all.

Christmas Bird Count 
video on MMCTV

Our local Mount Mansfi eld Community TV (MMCTV) 
just posted a video about the fi rst Christmas Bird Count here 
in our area, Jericho-Underhill, at https://archive.org/details/
jerichounderhillchristmasbirdcount2019.

Free tax prep at the Varnum Library
The Varnum Memorial Library, Jeffersonville, is sponsoring free 

tax preparation in partnership with AARP Foundation Tax-Aide to 
low and moderate income residents of any age, especially if you 
are 50 or older or can’t afford paid tax preparation. Our volunteer 
counselors are IRS trained and certifi ed to assist you in fi ling 
certain tax forms and schedules, including Form 1040 as well as 
the Vermont State Tax return (including Property Tax Adjustment 
or Renter Rebate).

Appointments will be scheduled for Fridays, February 21 
and 28, March 6 (and March 13 if there is an overfl ow from the 
fi rst three dates), 9:00 – 11:30 AM. To schedule an appointment, 
contact the Varnum Library, 644-2117 or thevarnum@gmail.com. 
Appointments will be fi rst come, fi rst served basis.

For more information or with additional questions, please contact 
Betsy Harper, 644-5691 or sparksharper@gmail.com.

 MMCTV is moving to new channels
If you enjoy watching MMCTV on Comcast Cable 15 (Public/

Educational) and 17 (Government) in Jericho, Richmond, Underhill, 
or a bit of Essex, you can fi nd us in a new spot soon –– Comcast 
Channels 1076 and 1086.

We will be on both the old and new channels for three months 
starting in late February, and then only be on Comcast Channels 
1076 and 1086. While the channel numbers are new, you will fi nd 
all of your favorite local content there.

The good news is that this change will come along with –– fi nally 
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CoMinG EvEnts

Stay warmer and stop wasting the heat you’ve paid for!

• 50% off weatherization project costs, up to $2,000
• Moderate income Vermonters get up to $4,000 

It’s possible to make your home more comfortable and energy efficient for around 
$60 a month with financing options that start at 0% interest and no money down. 

For a limited time, Efficiency Vermont is offering Vermonters increased incentives 
for comprehensive home air sealing and insulation projects:

Subject to availability and eligibility

LIMITED TIME

Get 50% off  
weatherization projects, up to $4,000 

efficiencyvermont.com/HP  
(888) 921-5990

Reliance Peach — Prunus persica Reliance. The hardiest yellow-
fleshed freestone peach available. Medium sized, roundish, 
yellow-fleshed peach. Has a rather dull blush over green-yellow 
color. Flesh is bright yellow, rather soft and juicy. Full sun. Self-
fruitful, additional pollinator tree not required. Grows to a height 
of 15–20 ft. Zone 4. 5 ft. Price $59. For questions regarding 
orders, please contact Kyle Albee, Bobtreesale@gmail.com or 
802-825-4505. All sales are final. (Just a suggestion; photo and 
description from https://branchoutburlington.org/programs/
tree-sale/13th-annual-tree-sale/.)                                                 
                                                                         PHOTO CONTRIBUTED     

Branch Out Burlington! 
13th annual tree sale

For the 13th year in a row, Branch Out Burlington! is offering 
bare-root trees at affordable prices. These trees are generally 
between 5-6 feet and branched, but check the descriptions at https://
branchoutburlington.org/programs/tree-sale/13th-annual-tree-
sale/ for a specific tree size on arrival. Please check your zone in the 
zone hardiness map provided on that web page (on the right) before 
purchasing a tree.  Click on the images for a larger image.

If you order a tree, it must be picked up at the UVM Hort Farm 
on Saturday, May 2 between 9:00 – 11:00 AM. No exceptions! The 
web page for the sale has directions to the Hort Farm as well as bare 
root planting instructions.

All orders are processed through Paypal, which also accepts Visa, 
MC, Discover, and American Express. For questions regarding 
orders, please contact Kyle Albee, Bobtreesale@gmail.com or 802-
825-4505. All sales are final.

Causes and consequences 
of VT’s changing demographics

The Underhill/Jericho Town GOP Committees have invited 
Arthur Woolf, Emeritus Associate Professor of Economics, UVM, 
to be the guest speaker at a potluck supper and talk concerning the 
causes and consequences of Vermont’s changing demographics.

The event, open to all, will be held Tuesday, March 10, 6:00 – 
8:30 PM in the library at Mount Mansfield Union Unified High 
School, Browns Trace, Jericho. High school students and residents 
of surrounding communities are encouraged to attend. If you are 
able, please bring a salad, main dish, or dessert to share.

Retired in 2019, Prof. Woolf continues his avid interest in 
the history and evolving economic situations of Vermont and 
its people. He is a remarkably engaging speaker who thrives on 
good questions from his audiences. Woolf graduated from Cornell 
University with a degree in American History and earned his Ph.D. 
in Economics from the University of Wisconsin-Madison, and was 
thereafter a prolific member of the UVM Economics Department 
faculty. He was appointed State Economist by Madeleine Kunin 
and served from 1988-1991. He co-published The Vermont 
Economy Newsletter from 1991-2015 and wrote a weekly column 
on the Vermont economy for the Burlington Free Press from 2011-
2018. In 2019 he began writing a regular column for VTDigger.org.

In 1999 Dr. Woolf founded The Vermont Council on Economic 
Education, an organization that helps Vermont teachers to 
incorporate economics and personal finance into their classrooms, 
and since 2002 he has been on the teaching faculty of the Foundation 
for Teaching Economics.

Parliamo Italiano!
Parliamo Italiano! On the second and fourth Wednesday of each 

month, from 7:00 – 9:00 PM, a group of us from the Vermont Italian 
Cultural Association meet at St. Michael’s College, Colchester, for 
Italian conversation. Best if you have studied some Italian. Hope 
you’ll join us! Please send any questions to vermontitalianclub@
gmail.com only.

Sledding at Casey’s Hill 
Saturday, February 8

Join the Jericho Underhill Land Trust (JULT) and the Vermont 
Land Trust (VLT), with assistance from the Underhill Recreation 
Committee on Saturday, February 8, 9:00 AM – 12:00 PM for a 
morning of celebrating winter at Casey’s Hill! Hot cocoa will warm 
us up as we enjoy this traditional winter sport. JULT and VLT will 
be delighted to update you also about our fundraising progress 
towards the conservation purchase of Tomasi Meadow and answer 
any questions. Casey’s Hill, at the corner of Pleasant Valley and 
Mountain Roads in Underhill Center, was purchased and conserved 
for the Town of Underhill in 2005. The Tomasi Meadow is another 
opportunity to protect important land for today and for tomorrow. 
Please email the JULT with any questions at julandtrust@gmail.
com.

Associate Professor of Anthropology at UVM, compels us to turn 
our attention to the unjust treatment and practices toward migrants 
within our own state as well. The recommended reading is her 
book, Life On the Other Border: Farm Workers and Food Justice in 
Vermont. Each forum is a potluck gathering where we invite you to 
share a dish along with your thoughts and interests. Parking on site 
and handicapped accessible.

Thursday, February 6
Free Community Soup and Bread Supper, 4:30 – 6:30 PM, 

Covenant Community Church, 1 Whitcomb Meadows Lane, Essex 
(off VT Rt. 15, across from John Leo’s). Serving a variety of 
hearty soups and breads, plus a sweet dessert on the first Thursday 
of the month. Stay at the church to enjoy your meal with friends 
and family, or pick up to take home. Donations welcome, but not 
expected. For more information, call Pastor Jeannette Conver, 879-
4313.

Thursday, February 7
Trivia Night at MMU, 6:30 PM, Mount Mansfield Union High 

School library, Browns Trace, Jericho. Hosted by MMU Girls’ 
Lacrosse to fundraise for the upcoming season. Bring a team of 
six and compete for prizes including gift cards to Jericho Café 
& Tavern, Jericho Center Country Store, Stones Throw, Kitchen 
Table, Happy Hollow maple syrup, free lift tickets to Bolton, and 
more. Suggested donation to get in: students $5, adults $10. There 
will be snacks and drinks.

Saturday-Sunday, February 8-9
Sledding at Casey’s Hill, 9:00 AM – 12:00 PM, Casey’s Hill, 

corner of Pleasant Valley and Mountain Rds., Underhill Center. 
Join the Jericho Underhill Land Trust (JULT) and the Vermont 
Land Trust (VLT), with assistance from the Underhill Recreation 
Committee, for a morning of celebrating winter at Casey’s Hill! 
Hot cocoa will warm us up as we enjoy this traditional winter sport. 
Please email the JULT with any questions: julandtrust@gmail.com.

Wine & Chocolate Weekend, 10:00 AM – 5:00 PM, Boyden 
Valley Winery, junction VT Rts. 15 and 104, Cambridge. A weekend 
filled with wine, chocolate, discounts, and everything that inspires 
love! Free to attend; no reservations needed. For information, 
contact Boyden Valley Winery & Spirits, 802-644-8151 or info@
boydenvalley.com.

Sunday, February 9
Teens Teaching Technology, 1:30 – 3:00 PM, Varnum Library, 

Jeffersonville. Need tech help? We have the expert teens to answer 
your questions. Bring your charged devices and questions!

Sunday Brunch, 9:00 – 10:30 AM, VFW Post 9653, Pleasant 
St., Morrisville. Menu: scrambled eggs, bacon, sausage, strata, fruit 
salad, pancakes, baked beans, sausage gravy with biscuits, juice, 
and coffee. Cost: $10 adults; $5 children under 10. Benefits VFW 
Auxiliary 9653. For information, 888-4919.

Exploring the Bible, course 3: the New Testament, 6:30 – 8:00 
PM, meeting room, Deborah Rawson Memorial Library, Jericho. 
Who was Jesus really? What do we actually know about him and 
the time in which he lived? Where do the Christian beliefs and 
traditions about Jesus come from and how did Christian faith spread 
so far so quickly? Course 3 in the popular Exploring the Bible: The 
Dickenson Series gives you the opportunity to learn about Jesus 

Tuesday, February 4
Racism & Migrant Justice in America Forum, 6:30 PM, 

Good Shepherd Lutheran Church, 273 VT Rt. 15, Jericho. 
Racism in America is a forum series that hopes to create a safe 
space where we can speak openly and honestly confront the racial 
divisions of our past and present with the hope of reconciliation 
for our future. Much attention has been directed at the inhumane 
treatment of immigrants on our southwestern border. Teresa Mares, 
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Jericho congregational church
Jericho Congregational Church

“An Historic Church Proclaiming an Eternal Message”
On the Green in Jericho Center, VT

Senior Pastor David Coons
Sunday Services at 10 am

Nursery care provided
Sunday School at 8:30 am for all ages

Fellowship at 9:30 am
Youth group 6:15 pm Sundays in our Sunday school building

Signing for the deaf upon request
899-4911; officejcc@comcast.net; www.jccvt.org

Mount Mansfield unitarian universalist fellowship 
A liberal faith community standing on the side of love, 

as we explore truth and meaning, and work for social justice.  
All are welcome. 

Sunday Services at Mount Mansfield UU Fellowship
Universalist Fellowship! To learn more: www.mmuuf.org and www.uua.org. 

The big red barn, 195 VT Rt. 15, Jericho.
Worship Services 9:30 AM, 2nd & 4th Sundays, September-June 

195 VT RT 15, Jericho VT (red barn across from Packard Rd)
899-2558   www.mmuuf.org

st. thoMas roMan catholic church 
“Worshiping God in Spirit and in Truth in the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass” 

On Green Street in Underhill Center Weekend Masses: 
Saturday 4:00 PM Sunday 8:30 AM 

Pastor: Rev. Christopher Micale
Deacon: Peter Brooks Religious Ed. Coordinator: Laura Lynch Wells, 
899-4770 Parish Secretary: Theresa Gingras Phone: 802-899-4632, 

email: office@stthomasvt.com, Website: www.stthomasvt.com 

united church of underhill 
UNITED CHURCH OF UNDERHILL 

“Welcoming, Worshipping, Working for God” 
At the Green on VT RT15 - Rev. Jennifer Mihok - 899-1722 

www.unitedchurchofunderhill.com 
Worship 10:30 AM, 9:30 AM in July and August

Home of the Clutter Barn and the Old Fashioned Harvest Market
Local and global mission and service opportunities for everyone!

Area Worship Services

Send your news to mtngazette@gmavt.net • www.mtngazettevt.com

The Mountain Gazette
6558 vt Rt 116  starksboro, vt 05487
(802) 453-6354 • mtngazette@gmavt.net

Deadline: February 13, Publication: February 20 , 2019 
Brenda Boutin publisher/ad sales/delivery  

News writer - Phyl Newbeck, Editing - Sara Riley
Letters  Policy: Maximum 450 words; 

one letter per writer, per calendar month. 
Must be signed for attribution 

with writer’s address and phone number.

Mountain high
pizza pie

Monday 4:00 - 8:30 PM
Tuesday - Thursday
11:00 AM - 8:30 PM

Friday - 11:00 AM - 9:00 PM
Saturday

11:00 AM - 8:30 PM
Sunday

4:00 - 8:30 PM

899-3718
Route 15, Jeri-Hill Plaza

Jericho

Railroads continued from page 1

Blue Mall, So. Burlington • 802-863-8306
Factory Location Route 15, Jericho • 802-899-3373

www.snowflakechocolate.com

Awesome Fudge
The perfect gift, or treat yourself...

had required dozens of teamsters to carry to market now could be 
moved easily and economically. For example, in one three-week 
period in May 1899, over 30 tons of maple sugar was shipped from 
Underhill. In 1886, 60,000 pounds of butter was shipped. Livestock 
was a big commodity; besides cattle, one week in 1896 five tons of 
poultry was shipped. A stockyard with scales for weighing animals 
was located near the station, behind the present United Church 
parsonage. At the railroad station, the road made a horseshoe 
turn, and farmers could weigh their livestock at the weigh station, 
secure them in the adjacent stockyard, then swing around to deposit 
their milk at the creamery beside the station (the foundation of the 
creamery still exists, with a modular home situated on it). Often 
the weigh station served as a gathering place where the farmers 
would collect to discuss local news of the day. In the month of 
February 1889 alone, over 1100 tons of freight was shipped from 
the Underhill station. There was at one time another creamery 
located across Park Street, behind the present day Jacobs Market. In 
1893, Homer Thompson, who had built what is now Jacobs Market 
in about 1887, built a large grist mill, called Underhill Mill, beside 
the railroad tracks near his store, and grain for the mill was shipped 
in on the B&L. The building was arranged such that the grain could 
be unloaded directly from the railroad cars into the mill. This mill 
was taken down in 1952, and the area is now the Jacobs parking lot.

Another source of much business at the Underhill station was 
potatoes. They had been grown in Underhill for years, but due to 
transportation costs were most often converted to starch in one of 
the local starch mills. But with the coming of the railroad, potatoes 
could now be shipped easily. In 1886, Harrison Packard shipped 
3000 bushels of potatoes that he had raised on his farm, and that 
same year George Terrill, who with his father operated the Brick 
Store in the Flats as well as buying and selling locally produced 
items, shipped 15,000 bushels of potatoes; in 1890 100 carloads 
were shipped, and in 1894 2200 bushels were shipped in less than 
two weeks. September 13, 1893 was another big potato day in 
Underhill, with nearly 2000 bushels being loaded that day after 
1140 bushels had been loaded the day before. At one time there 23 

loaded teams waiting at the station to be unloaded.
Another big customer for the B&L was the steam sawmill located 

in Riverside, near today’s Jericho Market. In its heyday, this was 
one of the largest mills in northern Vermont, owned by ex-Governor 
Urban Woodbury in conjunction with the E.J. Booth Lumber Co., 
who operated the large mills on the Burlington waterfront. Logs 
were drawn from the surrounding area, mostly Underhill Center 
and the side of Mount Mansfield, with teams even coming from 
Burlington and Winooski to help when sleighing was good. At such 
times, up to 50,000 feet of logs would arrive at the mill each day, 
and in the winter of 1893 it was reported that 1,500,000 feet of 
logs were in the mill yard. With the B&L tracks passing beside the 
mill, there was a ready means to ship the finished lumber to market. 
Besides doing custom sawing, the mill was equipped to produce 
steam-bent chair wood, fork handles, novelty turning, shingles and 
clapboards, and they also made butter tubs and cheese boxes. The 
mill employed at times from 50-100 men. In 1886, 5,000,000 feet 
of lumber was shipped on the B&L, about 2,000,000 feet of which 
came from this mill.

Also, a wide variety of goods could be shipped to Underhill as 
well. For example, Ed Corse, who operated a business selling and 
repairing sewing machines, as well as bicycles and patent medicines, 
received a freight car load of new Davis sewing machines. There 
were several coal dealers in Underhill, with the coal undoubtedly 
being shipped in on the B&L. Residents could also plan shopping 
trips to Burlington, taking the train down in the morning and back 
home in the afternoon. (Prior to the coming of the railroad, the only 
options were for people to take the stagecoach or go by horse and 
wagon, which if taking a load of merchandise to sell would be a 
very long day’s trip.)

As automobiles became more affordable and roads improved by 
the 1920s and ’30s (VT Rt. 15 was paved through town in 1935-
36), along with the advent of the depression, business for the B&L 
dwindled, and the last train was run on June 16, 1938. With the 
rails being quickly removed that fall, the sound of a train whistle in 
Underhill soon became just a distant memory.

Happy Valentine’s Day! Conservation and romance go together at 
the Tomasi Meadow in Underhill Center. (Look closely: she said 
“yes.”)                                                          PHOTO BY SARA RILEY

–– the introduction of details on MMCTV programming on your 
cable electronic program guide! This change, starting in March, has 
been a long time coming and we hope our viewers will appreciate 
seeing what’s on our channel in real time.  MMCTV will continue 
to work towards our channels being in HD someday soon too, as it 
is something we have been requesting from Comcast for a very long 
time. These changes are part of an agreement between Comcast and 
the Vermont Access Network, of which MMCTV is a member. 

We have more new projects in the works for 2020, including the 

news Briefs continued from page 1

Test your home for radon gas — free
It wasn’t until Kathy’s mom was diagnosed with lung cancer that 

her Vermont home was tested for radon. Listen to her story to learn 
what they found: https://youtu.be/xepXlm2L4l4.

You can make sure your family is safe by testing your home, too. 
It’s easy and it’s free. More than 52,000 Vermonters have already 
tested their homes for radon, a radioactive gas that you can’t see or 
smell.

Request your kit today by emailing your name, mailing address, 
physical address, and phone number to radon@vermont.gov or by 
calling 800-439-8550.

One out of every seven homes in Vermont has elevated levels of 

possible introduction of a new online channel.
Please take a minute to fill in our 2020 Viewer Poll, which is 

listed on our website MtMansfieldCtv.org; make sure to fill in your 
email if you’d like to be in a drawing for four MMCTV/Stone 
Corral commemorative glasses.

Finally, MMCTV will be streaming Underhill’s Town Meeting 
live this year at https://livestream.com/mmctv. We are also 
tentatively streaming Jericho’s town meeting live too from MMU 
at www.youtube.com/user/MMCTV15/live.

radon and an estimated 50 Vermonters die of lung cancer related to 
radon every year.

Radon gas enters your home from the surrounding soil and 
bedrock. It doesn’t matter where your home is, or how old it is 
— it can still have high levels of radon. But you can reduce radon 
levels in your home. For more information, visit http://www.
healthvermont.gov/radon.

Want to see the results of radon tests in your town? Or how the 
bedrock geology of Vermont relates to radon risk? Go to https://
arcg.is/1TGSba.

and Christian faith without pressure to conform to a certain theology 
or point of view. This course is investigative and discussion, not a 
lecture series. Open to all. To register for the course or for more 
information, contact Bob Sargent, srgntrbt@netscape.net or 899-
3093.

Monday, February 10
Underhill Then and Now, 6:30 PM, Deborah Rawson Memorial 

Library, River Rd., Jericho. Gary Irish chose old photos of Underhill 
(and a bit of the Riverside area of Jericho), and went out and took 
a current photo, standing as near as possible to where the original 
photographer stood. Gary will show the two photos side by side, to 
show how things have changed over the years. Sponsored by DRML 
and the Underhill Historical Society.

Tuesday, February 11
Underhill Historical Society annual meeting, 6:30 PM, 

Underhill Town Hall, Underhill Center. The election of officers will 
be the main item on the agenda, along with 2020 events and changes 
to the Schoolhouse. All are welcome, and refreshments will be 
served. If you have questions or topics you wish to have discussed, 
please contact Scott Tower, 318-5434 or scotthtower@hotmail.com.

Wednesday, February 12
Craft Circle, 5:30 – 8:00 PM, Underhill Town Hall, upstairs, 

Underhill Center. Open to anyone who wants to socialize over any 
type of craft. Meets the second and fourth Wednesday each month. 
Questions? Contact Amy Tower, 802-355-9671 or atowerinvt@
gmail.com.

Do the Math, 7:00 PM, Deborah Rawson Memorial Library, 
River Rd., Jericho. The Jericho Energy Task Force presents this 
movie, produced by 350.org. The documentary chronicles the rising 
movement to change the path of the climate crisis and challenge the 
fossil fuel industry. After the movie Jaiel Pulskamp, a field organizer 

for 350.org Vermont, will give an update on the current status of 
climate legislation in the Vermont legislature. Light refreshments 
will be served, but this is a waste-free event, so please bring your 
own cup and bowl. For more information contact Kathleen Voigt 
Walsh, kathleen.voigt.walsh@gmail.com, or Adam Wechsler, Adam.
Wechsler@uvm.edu.

Embroiderer’s Guild meeting, 9:30 AM, Ascension Lutheran 
Church, 95 Allen Rd., S. Burlington. The Green Mountain Chapter 
of the Embroiderer’s Guild of America welcomes all abilities. This 
month we will have a presentation on European Samplers. First 
meeting is complimentary. Bring a bag lunch and project to stitch. 
Carpooling is available from many areas. For more information, 
contact 802-879-0198 or gmc.vt.ega@gmail.com.

Thursday, February 13
Meet State Reps Till and Squirrell, 6:30 – 8:00 PM, Deborah 

Rawson Memorial Library, River Rd., Jericho. Meet with 
Chittenden-3 state representatives Trevor Squirrell and George Till 
to hear the latest from Montpelier and to let them know what you 
are thinking.

Friday, February 14
Calcutta Fundraiser for MMU Project Grad, 6:30 – 9:30 PM, 

Catamount Country Club, Williston. Spend a Valentine’s evening 
with MC Jamie Polli, helping to raise money for MMU’s Project 
Graduation, while also being in the running for a $2000 jackpot! 
Door prizes, dinner for two, and one Calcutta ball – all for $150. 
Contact projectgrad@mmuusd.org to request tickets; only 100 
tickets will be sold for the event.

Queen City Contra Dance, 8:00 – 11:00 PM, North End 
Studios, 294 N. Winooski Ave., Burlington. Music by April Werner 
and Friends; calling by Ben Bergstein. All are welcome, all dances 
taught, no partner or experience necessary. Beginners’ session 
at 7:45 PM. Admission: adults $9; children 12 and under free. 
Pleaser bring clean, soft-soled shoes for dancing. For information 
contact 802-877-3698 or info@queencitycontras.org; online at 
http://www.queencitycontras.org or https://www.facebook.com/
QueenCityContras/.

Sunday, February 16
Valentine’s Day Brunch and Silent Auction, 12:00 – 2:00 PM, 

Good Shepherd Lutheran Church, 273 VT Rt. 15, Jericho. Please 
join People Helping People Global for their 10th annual Valentine’s 
Day Brunch and Silent Auction. We will be raising funds to be sent 
to Nicaragua for relief efforts regarding its current and unfortunate 
state. You can expect amazing food and company, lively music 
from The Smokey Newfield Project, fair trade products from Central 
America, and an extensive silent auction.  $20 per person or $50 
per family.

Tuesday, February 18
An Expedition to the Arctic — Baffin Island and Greenland, 

1:30 PM, Richmond Free Library, Richmond. Christine Hammer of 
Essex takes us on a photo journey north to Baffin Island, a place 
of great importance in the quest for the Northwest Passage. We’ll 

Coming events continued from page 2
cross the Arctic Circle, then head east across the Davis Strait to 
Greenland. Our expedition includes the Inuit and their culture; 
remote yet colorful villages; wildlife with close-ups of the largest 
land predator, the polar bear; alpine flora; endangered glaciers; and 
breathtaking topography. Free.

Wednesday, February 19
Public meeting on Tomasi Meadow, 7:00 PM, Underhill Town 

Hall, Underhill Center. The Jericho Underhill Land Trust (JULT) 
and the Vermont Land Trust (VLT) co-host informational meetings 
on the conservation purchase of the Tomasi Meadow for the Town 
of Underhill. They will share any updates, answer questions, and 
receive public feedback. Please contact JULT with any questions at 
julandtrust@gmail.com. Please also visit the JULT website at www.
jult.org for information about the Tomasi Meadow.

Sunday, February 23
Exploring the Bible, course 3: the New Testament, 6:30 – 8:00 

PM, meeting room, Deborah 
Rawson Memorial Library, 
Jericho. Who was Jesus really? 
What do we actually know about 
him and the time in which he 
lived? Where do the Christian 
beliefs and traditions about 
Jesus come from and how did 
Christian faith spread so far 
so quickly? Course 3 in the 
popular Exploring the Bible: 
The Dickenson Series gives you 
the opportunity to learn about 
Jesus and Christian faith without 
pressure to conform to a certain 
theology or point of view. This 
course is investigative and 
discussion, not a lecture series. 
Open to all. To register for the 
course or for more information, 
contact Bob Sargent, srgntrbt@
netscape.net or 899-3093.
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CHIROPRACTIC CARE

• Gentle Head to Toe Care

• Unhurried Appointments

• Flexible Scheduling

• Emergency Care

• Practicing Since 1989

• Former Registered Nurse

• Nutritional Counseling

• High Quality Supplements

• Orthotic/Foot Beds

• Spinal Support Products

397 VT Route 15, Jericho
P.O. Box 63

Underhill, VT 05489

Phone (802) 899-5400
Fax (802) 899-5497

Email: 
DrMaryDC@comcast.net
www.JerichoChiro.com

Kintner Chiropractic Center

Dr. Mary H. Kintner

Jericho Blood Drive February 12
Area residents as well as visitors are encouraged to donate blood 

on Wednesday, February 12 at Catalyst Church on Raceway in 
Jericho. Donor hours are 1:00 – 6:00 PM. The need is constant… 
the gratifi cation is instant! Remember, one donation can save up to 
three lives!

As always, delicious snacks and pies await you after your donation. 
Call 1-802-733-2767 Option 2, or go to www.redcrossblood.org to 
make an appointment. Also, use the Rapid Pass online process to 
speed up your journey from registration to donation!

The VT Health Information 
Exchange and your options

The Vermont Health Information Exchange allows doctors, 
nurses, pharmacists, and other health care providers across Vermont 
to electronically share your health records. Starting March 1, your 
health records will be available to your providers, unless you opt 
out.

Having your providers on the same page can mean better care 
for you. If you need more information to make the best decision for 
you, here’s how to learn more:

• Visit the informational website: vthealthinfo.com.
• Call the Vermont Health Information Exchange Hotline at 

1-888-980-1243.
• Call the Health Care Advocate Helpline, a resource that is 

independent of the Health Information Exchange, at 1-800-917-
7787.

The Vermont Health Information Exchange is operated by 
Vermont Information Technology Leaders (VITL) and is partially 
funded by the State of Vermont as a service to all Vermonters.

What is the VT Health 
Information Exchange?

The Vermont Health Information Exchange keeps your health 
records in one secure place. When you see a healthcare provider 
(like a doctor or nurse practitioner) who participates, an electronic 
record may be sent to the Health Information Exchange.

Having your healthcare providers on the same page means better 
care for you. When healthcare providers use the Health Information 
Exchange, one record is shared across the state. This means you 
won’t have to answer the same questions everywhere. Or remember 
when things happened. Or know exactly what kind of medication 
you’ve taken. And if you ever can’t give your information, like in an 
emergency, the doctor may still get critical information to help you.

The Health Information Exchange is used by many providers in 
Vermont today, but they can only see your records if you’ve signed 
up. Starting March 1, 2020, you don’t have to sign up for doctors to 
see your records; it will be automatic.

But if you don’t want your information shared, you have options. 
Visit vthealthinfo.com to learn more or to opt out of sharing your 
health information.

The Health Information Exchange is operated by Vermont 
Information Technology Leaders and is supported by the Department 
of Vermont Health Access.

Tooth brushing: something 
to smile about

Parents often ask me a mouthful of questions on how can they 
get their young children to brush their teeth on a daily basis. Let me 
try to shed light (or should I say shed some white) on the topic of 
tooth brushing.

Why brush in the fi rst place?
It’s important for parents to remember that children do not have 

the understanding about the long-term value of good tooth care. 
Instead, most children view tooth brushing as a boring thing you 
make them do. In addition, children under fi ve do not have the 
coordination to clean every surface thoroughly. This means that 
dental caries or cavities occur in 40% of children before they reach 
kindergarten, despite the fact that tooth decay is preventable.

Some helpful tips
• Make it fun! One way to do this is to buy different colors of 

toothpaste or different fl avors of a fl uoride-containing toothpaste 
and let your children experiment by mixing fl avors. Remember your 
child only needs a pea-sized amount. They should try hard not to 
swallow it. Instead, they should spit it out, so that fl uoride does not 
build up in their bodies. This could result in their teeth developing 
white spots.

• Brush with your child. Make sure the process lasts not just for a 
few seconds but at least two to three minutes. Make funny faces in 
the mirror together as you brush at the same time or have your child 
brush your teeth fi rst and then you can brush theirs. This can be quite 
the humorous experience! You can always pull out sunglasses to tell 
them you are protecting yourself from the glare of their shiny teeth. 
The more your child wants to own the process of tooth brushing 
through fun activities like these, the easier the routine will become.

What about fl ossing or sealing?
Flossing should begin when your child’s teeth start to fi t closely 

together. This usually begins after the age of two, although children 
need help with brushing and fl ossing at least until they are a grade 
or two into elementary school.

If, despite these suggestions, your child is still experiencing tooth 
decay, your child’s health care professional may recommend having 
their teeth coated with a fl uoride varnish. This can help further 
protect the teeth. Although doing so seals out plaque and food from 
decaying teeth, brushing twice a day still needs to continue.

Hopefully, tips like these will clean up (or should I say “brush 
away”) any concerns you have when it comes to making sure your 
child’s teeth stay healthy.

Lewis First, MD, is Chief of Pediatrics at UVM Children’s 
Hospital and Chair of the Department of Pediatrics at UVM Larner 
College of Medicine.
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Higher ed in Vermont
By Bill Schubart

In his “State of the State” message Governor Scott said his 
“biggest concern” was Vermont’s aging demographic and shrinking 
population.

“If we don’t break this cycle, our institutions, including state and 
local government, won’t be able to afford what they currently do, or 
what they would like to do in the future, because costs will continue 
to rise much faster than our tax base can contain,” he warned.

Population decline has become a focus for many struggling 
institutions, including the higher ed community. Vermont saw three 
private colleges close last year, and another is essentially shuttering 
in June. The well-being of Vermont’s 17 remaining colleges is vital 
to the state’s economy and life-sustaining to the towns they reside 
in.

Colleges under stress usually cite demographic change as the 
challenge. But it only camoufl ages deeper problems, which, if 
addressed, might secure a market-appropriate number of colleges 
for Vermont’s future.

The New England Commission of Higher Education (NECHE) 
has posited the possible loss of as many as 60 colleges in the 
Northeast in the next decade. The Chronicle of Higher Ed decided 
at the last minute not to publish an analysis of the fi nancial runway 
for 946 private colleges in the country when they were threatened 
with lawsuits.

Many of Vermont’s recent college failures seem to have caught 
their boards off guard. Reviewing the same information the board 
should be seeing, NECHE predicts and warns a college that they’re 
in trouble long before it fails. Given the responsibility trustees bear 
for the cost of “teaching out” all students with government loans, 
one would assume that they were watching fi nances carefully in 
their own self-interest.

While the stresses affecting private colleges differ somewhat 
from those felt by community or public colleges, where relentless 
declines in state and federal funding have distanced them from 
their goal of offering affordable college to all. That said, there are 
common factors affecting both public and private colleges that go 
beyond either demographics or funding.

The public’s misperception about college fi nances further masks 
higher ed’s problems. It’s widely assumed that colleges with 
massive endowments will always be secure, even though they 
may be hemorrhaging money annually. But positive annual fund 
balances are critical to a college’s survival, otherwise the fi nancial 
runway ends when the endowment is spent. Controlling operating 
costs is as vital to a college’s survival as is growing endowment 
returns to cover them.

Two variables where colleges have some control are tenure and 
infrastructure costs.

Tenure, originally deployed to protect teaching faculty from 
removal by donors, religions, or powers inimical to their curriculum, 
has survived its original intent. The First Amendment and civil 
statutes largely protect employees from “wrongful discharge,” as 
does the robust tradition of academic freedom in all but the most 
ideologically-driven institutions. The downside of tenure is the 
guarantee of employment regardless of academic performance, 
and the fi xed cost it imposes on an institution that must downsize 
to survive. With considerable controversy, Vermont Law School 
recently revoked tenure for 75% of its faculty, a move that further 
secured its future.

Infrastructure is another burdensome variable. For years, U.S. 
News’ Best Colleges ranking gave inordinate weight to student 
amenities rather than academic excellence, which is more diffi cult 
to analyze and rank objectively. In the second half of the last century 
this set off a race to add such things as pools, climbing walls, spas, 
and enhanced living quarters to attract students, pushing tuitions to 
today’s levels, which average $45,000 for a private college.

Although many of the more elite Ivies and privates have nominal 
tuitions in the $60-80,000 a year range — the full cost to attend 
Middlebury is $71,830, Bennington $72,650, Champlain $59,698, 
St. Mike’s $59,765 — the actual average price paid for attending is 
much less when discounts for merit and need are factored in. The 
average discount rate in the U.S. is now about 50% and students 
have become adept at getting colleges to bid against one another 
for their applications. Discounting constitutes an operating loss 
to colleges, that must then be fi lled from other sources such as 
philanthropy.

And today’s student may be of any age, family, or employment 
status. Dorms and rigid educational residency both impose 
signifi cant costs in both money and time. Many young people 
no longer have either as they enter a world increasingly hostile 
to starting a family, fi nding employment, and affording housing 
and healthcare, making low or no-residency models increasingly 
attractive.

At 23, I was married with two children, attending UVM full-time, 
and working the nightshift at IBM, and had to focus on making a 
living from my education.

Furthermore, students themselves have changed, turning 
away from the traditional lecture / note-taking / exam pedagogy 
and seeking more active engagement. They want to interact with 
teacher/practitioners: engineers, artists, social, environmental, 
educational, healthcare providers. They want to learn by doing. So, 
business is reaching across the education boundary — no longer 
requiring a college degree, inviting eager applicants onto their 
payrolls, promising to help them get a college degree, and to pay 
for it while they’re employed.

The real driver behind the need to dramatically reinvent higher 
ed is the collapse of its traditional value equation. A recent article in 
the Washington Post asks, “Is college still worth it?”

To survive, leadership must have the courage and power to 
experiment and reinvent for the future. If colleges are to survive 
they need to redefi ne their relevance to a broader range of potential 
students. The number of “tuition-is-no-object” students that fund an 
escalating discount rate here, in the Middle East, and in Southeast 
Asia is dwindling, and federal anti-immigration efforts are rapidly 
tarnishing America’s reputation as a learning destination.

If Vermont is to have a vibrant higher ed community, we must 
stop dithering and be realistic about the fi nancial pressures on both 
institutions and their students. Wea must respond creatively to the 
new forces shaping higher ed, looking to new student markets, new 
curriculum and engagement options, and new learning technologies.

The time is now. Let’s get on with it.

Community columns continued on page 5

Dominican food poisoning, 
Cuban rum, uniform loss

By Doug Boardman
Special to the Mountain Gazette

We were notifi ed that our ship, the U.S.S. Norfolk, was picked 
for a good will tour to the Caribbean because fi ve years ago a Navy 
ship had gone to Cuba on a good will tour and some of the crew got 
drunk and pissed on the Battista statue in the park, so U.S. Navy 
got kicked out of Cuba for fi ve years and that’s where we came 
in. I didn’t realize it at the time but we went through the Bermuda 
triangle AND LIVED TO TALK ABOUT IT. We were warned 
about messing around with Battista’s statue before we got there and 
to act like gentlemen, which, you know, there are times when they 
do act like gentlemen but not when you add booze into the equation.

We stopped in Bermuda briefl y on our way and I was struck 
how clear and blue the water was and how clean everything was 
including the roads, streets, and houses, which had tile roofs and 
stucco walls. They were all arranged to catch rainwater that drained 
to large drums that directed the water around the house and outside 
the house. It was a British colony back then and I got to say, much 
cleaner than any city of ours. That sounds anti-American but it’s 
true.

We went to the Dominican Republic next and skipped some of the 
other islands. What a contrast to Bermuda. Instead of starched white 
shirts, the Dominicans had torn tee shirts, torn shorts, bare feet or 
beat up fl ip fl ops, and it didn’t look like we could do anything illegal 
to that island. It looked like we were one of the fi rst people that 
visited from another planet. They let us loose and most of the guys 
went to the shadiest part of the island and some of us went to a so-
called restaurant and had some great looking steaks. The following 
day we were looking at each other, seven of us, in sick bay because 
of food poisoning. That experience was very painful and explains 
to people why I remember years ago. Most of the crew was useless 
for a couple days after drinking Dominican beer but they didn’t 
get poisoned like us. I fi gure it must have been the alcohol in their 
drink.

After a couple days of sick bay and lots of tomato juice and 
saltines, the ship went to Cuba and everyone was warned again 
about peeing on Battista’s statue. I got the feeling that peeing on 
his statue was the only thing they didn’t allow people to do because 
everything and everyone else would do anything for a buck. I went 
with a couple other guys to a park where they had a wooden roller 
coaster and they shamed me into going on it, which I would have 
never gone on without having drank too much beer. I was scared 
s…less and when I got off I threw up for ten minutes at least and 
felt like I was turned inside out and the smart thing to do would be 
to go back to the ship and hit my bunk, but when I was drinking 
I wasn’t that smart. One of my buddies wanted to go downtown 
Havana to seek ladies of the night who were showing their assets to 
the guys on the street from the balconies along the avenue. Along 
the way we purchased two bottles of rum and a bottle of coca cola. 
We drank most of the one bottle of rum and the bottle of coke. He 
fi nally picked one of the girls and went in the house and disappeared 
upstairs. We were across the street from a park so I sat on a park 
bench and waited for him to come back. It was around 10:00 at 
night and the last boat that would bring you back to the ship was 
leaving at twelve midnight sharp. I fi nished up the rum and coke 
and waited and waited. I was getting worried because he was gone 
so long but I wasn’t going near those girls, although I fi gured that he 
was getting their premium session. I had the full bottle of rum with 
no coke and wondered what I would do with it and it was getting 
late so I decided to either throw it away, give it to someone or drink 
it, so of course I decided to drink it. I started to drink it and walk 
back to the boat. When I was a young I used to walk in my sleep a 
lot and my parents tried to wake me up. Sometimes I talked to them 
but the next day I didn’t remember anything.

I got to the boat and I came out of the state I was in and realized 
I was missing my shoes, socks, tee shirt, uniform top, and sash. I 
still had my pants and my hat. Somewhere along the way I must 
have given most of my uniform away and drank the second bottle 
of rum. My buddy came running to the boat at the last minute and 
jumped into the boat, tried to slap me and knocked my hat into the 
water. I was already missing part of my uniform and now my hat. 
I fi gured I was in deep s…t because to go aboard ship you have to 
salute the fl ag and than ask the OOD for permission to come aboard 
and salute him. I was real lucky that I knew him well and being the 
postmaster helped out. I saluted the fl ag without a hat on, and went 
to ask permission and he said, “Boardman, what were you doing 
tonight and what the hell did you do with your uniform?” I said, 
“Honestly I have no idea,” and he said, “Get the hell below before 
someone sees you.” I didn’t get reported but it cost me. You only get 
your fi rst uniform, after that you have to pay.

Someone in Cuba was wearing my clothes with “Boardman” 
imprinted on it, but that was back in 1957 so they are all worn out 
now. The good will tour turned into an embarrassing and costly trip 
for myself and others!

Next column: Admiral makes our ship his fl agship.

CoMMunity CoLuMns
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Chittenden County Forester Ethan Tapper beside a wolf tree, a 
sugar maple.                                                 PHOTO CONTRIBUTED

A wolf tree in Jericho. The sign says “Tree Huggers Prohibited.” 
                                                                        PHOTO BY SARA RILEY

Wolf Trees: from the past 
and for the future

By Ethan Tapper
Chittenden County Forrester

If you’ve ever walked in Vermont’s woods, chances are that 
you’ve stumbled upon a “wolf tree.” These giants of the forest are 
hard to miss: massive, gnarled trees with huge lateral branches 
extending from their trunks. They are called “wolf” trees because 
they were once standing in the middle of an open field, like a “lone 
wolf.” Their unusual form is due to their lonely nature — with no 
adjacent trees to compete with, they stretched their branches out 
to reach light in every direction. I think that just about anyone can 
intuitively appreciate wolf trees’ beauty, the impressive scale of 
their huge-ness and ancient-ness, but the ecological importance to 
our forests, which has not always been appreciated, is increasingly 
clear.

In any discussion of Vermont’s forests we must first understand 
that their present condition has everything to do with human 
land use. By the early-mid 1800s Vermont was 80% deforested, 
primarily for sheep pasture. Scattered trees in pastures were 
retained for shade and/or (in the case of sugar maple) for sugaring. 
The wool industry in Vermont declined in the mid-late 1800s, and 
over the following century most of these pastures regenerated into 
forests (today, Vermont is about 75% forested). While it may seem 
remote, the legacy of the clearing of the 1800s is still with us; most 
of Vermont’s forests still haven’t had time to develop the features 
characteristic of the “old growth” forests that were cleared centuries 
ago. This includes big, old trees, but also trees of many ages and 
sizes, dead standing trees, dead wood on the forest floor, soils rich 
in carbon and organic material, and more.

Today, wolf trees are often the only truly old trees in our forests. 
If you can, imagine what some of these trees have “seen.” Perhaps 
they were once young saplings, growing in the forest. In the 1800s 
the trees around them were cleared, and they were left standing 
alone, in endless fields. For 100-150 years they stood with sheep 
and then cattle grazing around them, congregating under them 
for shade on hot days. After all this, young forests regenerated all 
around them, reclaiming these old pastures. They are true legacies, 
the only living things that have persisted throughout the radical 
changes in Vermont’s landscape over the last 200 years.

Our remaining wolf trees have also survived early 20th century 
forest management practices, which prized the efficient growth of 

timber above all else. In this management philosophy, wolf trees 
and other old trees were considered “decadent,” taking up growing 
space that could be used to produce younger, faster-growing, more 
valuable “thrifty” trees. To this end, many wolf trees were cut or 
killed just to get them out of the way.

Modern forest science has come to understand the myriad 
benefits that big, old trees provide. In addition to being visually 
striking, they provide foraging, nesting, and denning habitat for a 
huge range of wildlife species, from birds to rodents, mammals, 
and their predators. Just as livestock once bunched around them 
for shade, virtually all wildlife seem to use wolf trees in some way. 
The emergent understanding of the below-ground connections 
between trees, facilitated largely by root grafts and fungal 
associations, suggests that old trees are critical hubs in the midst of 
a vast subterranean network, and that they even “subsidize” young 
seedlings, sharing resources with them. Even in death, old trees 

have tremendous value, enriching the soil and providing habitat for 
a wide range of flora and fauna.

As we steer our forests towards a healthier future condition, we 
need to work with what we have. While wolf trees are not the same 
as the old trees that may have punctuated the forest 200+ years 
ago, they confer many of the same benefits to our forests. While 
they were once vilified by some forest managers, recognizing the 
importance of big, old trees is a part of modern, thoughtful, holistic 
forest management. It doesn’t mean that we should never cut a tree 
— there is an increasing understanding of the benefits of actively 
managing our forests to be more like old growth forests — but 
retaining wolf trees and a few trees per acre as “biological legacy 
trees” whose sole function is to become big, old trees, in the course 
of management will ensure that we’re encouraging healthy, vibrant 
forests for the future.

Ethan Tapper is the Chittenden County Forester. He can be 
reached at ethan.tapper@vermont.gov, 802-585-9099, or at his 
office at 111 West St., Essex Junction.

Ideas about writing
By Sue Kusserow

Special to the Mountain Gazette
What does it take to write an essay? More than one might 

think... myself included. And why bother? Because sometimes we 
have a wish to share thoughts that burst forth with such amorphic 
enthusiasm that one tries to contain them within the limited structure 
of words... and pass them along in writing. It is quite a nice sense 
of camaraderie when someone says, “Hey, I really agreed with what 
you were describing. It came across.”

Although my high school education was 70+ years ago and 
rather rigid by today’s standards, it required essays every week in 
my English courses. It showed me that what I wrote was felt by 
many others of the class even though we were all pretty inarticulate. 
It showed us that the purpose of writing is more to explain your 
thoughts to yourself, as you venture outside your small world. It also 
started a lifelong curiosity: “Why does that work?” “Is there another 
word or another writer who can express what I am struggling to 
say?” And how does she do that!

As a nursing student in my teens, I, who had never known much 
suffering, or seen a human death, had to trade my solitary existence 
as a wanderer of the woods and streams surrounding our house, 
for the closeness of sick humans from many previously-unknown 
classes and cultures. My parents had taught me that you must be 
able to be alone: support yourself... by yourself... for those tough 
times when a strong upbringing is needed to hold you together.

In graduate school, I could take time to read and critique authors, 
combined with family and community; I learned a lot! And found 
that journaling, keeping scraps of paper with ideas, half-sentences, 
scrabbles of words, kept me in touch with practical thoughts (oops, 
the soup is burning... time to pick up kids from school) combined 
with advancing the way I expressed myself.

Now in my 80s it seems a good idea (before senility sets in) to 
share some of my learnings about writing.

* Stick to what you know, or if you like to wander into musings 
and big questions about life, make sure you come back to reality. 
Most readers don’t like to be hung up in the air without some 
closure. The essay form (short, sweet, with a broadening of ideas 
and curiosities in the middle, then back to the beginning premise) is 
easier to write and to follow.

* The title should clue the reader as to what is coming... in subject 
or in tone. It is good to end by referring back to the beginning title 
and declaration, hopefully having shown how one’s narrative 
verifies and embellishes the essay.

* Writing needs to show movement, either in the form of place 
or physical action, or in the motions of thought... one idea leads to 
another; one scene morphs into a different viewpoint. A premise is 
broached, and with curiosity and manipulation of words it can move 
itself into a more secure statement.

* Don’t take yourself too seriously. Be willing to laugh at your 
own ideas. Without making a classic joke of it, insert humor in 
unexpected places.

* Editing can takes hours; expect that. If you ask others to read 
and critique your writing, don’t be surprised if it hurts a bit. Writing 
is part of you, laid out on paper. It is trial and error of various words 
to get it “just right.” Not all will agree. Thank them!

* Let it rest. Take a break. Then read it aloud. See if the rhythm 
fits the nature of the topic: smooth, sprightly, serious and slower, 
factual, statistical, lyrical.

Now it is done. Put it in well-worn big folder that is bulging with 
notes, both hand-written and typed, crumpled and dragged from a 
pocket that went with you on your last walk in the woods. Save it. 
It is rainy day material; winter evening by a wood stove; a hardship 
that you got through by catharsis on paper; a new friend you made 
by comparing notes, a memory that makes you smile.

Be proud!

Valentine ‘phantom’ awakens
By Bernie Paquette

The Valentine Phantom refers to an unidentified individual or 
group who on last year’s Valentine’s Day secretly decorated Jericho 
with a series of red hearts printed on sheets of letter-sized paper.

The perpetrator(s) remain unknown. Speculation about the 
individual or group that decorated before dawn of February 14 runs 
rampant. However, the media, and those few people in close contact 
with the Phantom, are sworn to secrecy.

Beginning last year in Jericho, red hearts rising from white sheets 
of paper were attached to the doors of businesses, the library, the 
fire department station, on barns, restaurants, even on the BELIEVE 
sign, and elsewhere across Jericho.

Folks have been wondering if this was a onetime phenomenon or 
if like in Montpelier, this will became a part of the yearly Valentine’s 
Day tradition in Jericho, with the added twist of a poem signed “the 
Valentine Bandit.”

Be bold in blizzards
move in stealth

stalwart and true 
to your mission

be not seen, nor heard.

Cover the town
with paper red hearts

shun all media
never wear ‘your’ heart

on your sleeve.

This is the mantra
of the Valentine ‘phantom’

called by some the
 Valentine ‘bandit.’

She, he, or they
work magic

creating
hearts red afire
or so they say.

Apostle of love
cousin of cupid

descendent of Saint Valentine
creed equal to mail carriers

deliver tidings
of good will

and happiness
amidst snow and cold
blooming, warming, 

hearts of red.

Bear not a frown
hearts abound

in a sea of smiles
what’s not to love
of such a town?

Last year the Valentine’s Phantom
asked the question –

Do you
believe in love,

Jericho?

The town responded
quietly

but with a smile 
Yay we do indeed.

Thereupon
the red hearts

of paper
and those of people

across town
did swell in joy.

Once again, she awakens
from a nearly yearlong slumber.

The Phantom has dreamt
dreams of love and happiness

dreams of worry too.

Thus, the Phantom does declare
the 2020 Valentine’s theme

to be
Jericho Take Heart

in
Community!

Sports safety tips
With so many children playing so many sports nowadays, parents 

have been competing to ask me questions about what they can do 
to make sure their child is as safe as possible when practicing or 
playing a particular sport. Let me see if I am game enough to offer 
some tips on this topic.

How to keep your child safe
No matter what sport your child plays, make sure you are familiar 

with the equipment needed to reduce injury risk. For many sports, 
this includes:

• A properly fitted helmet. Note that a bike helmet is not to be 
used for other sports, and vice versa. 

• Quality eye protection. Ideally, eye gear for sports should be 
made with a plastic called polycarbonate. This material will not 
break while protecting the eyes. 

• A mouth guard, if they are involved in contact sports.
• Protecting extremities with wrist, knee, and elbow guards or 

pads, especially for some sports like hockey or inline skating. 
Different sports may need different types of pads. 

• For boys: A protective cup to protect the testicles.
• The right footwear for the right sport. Replace shoes or cleats 

that are worn out and no longer protective of the foot.

• Engaging in a warm up like easy jogging or jumping jacks, 
followed by some stretching. This gets the muscles and blood flow 
going.

• Attending all practices to learn plays and practice skills that 
improve performance and reduce the risk of injury.

• Knowing the rules of the game. This knowledge can prevent 
unnecessary injury to your child or to other children by your child.

What to do if an injury occurs
Please work with your child’s health care professional and coach, 

so your child does not return sooner than they should. A too-early 
return to play can only increase the chance for re-injury. This is 
especially true after a concussion, where a return to class and then a 
return to play program should be put in place by your child’s health 
care professional.

Hopefully tips like these will score big for you and, in turn, 
your children when it comes to keeping them safe and healthy in 
whatever sport they are interested in playing.

Lewis First, MD, is Chief of Pediatrics at UVM Children’s 
Hospital and Chair of the Department of Pediatrics at UVM Larner 
College of Medicine.
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LEGisLativE REPoRts

Community-based hearings 
on Governor’s FY 21 budget
Lucy Rogers, State Representative, Lamoille-3

The Vermont House and Senate Committees on Appropriations 
are seeking public input on the Governor’s recommended FY 2021 
State Budget, and will hold community-based public hearings on 
Monday, February 10, 6:00 – 7:00 PM at the following locations:

• Morrisville: People’s Academy High School auditorium, top of 
Copley Avenue;

• Barre City: Downstreet Housing and Community Development, 
22 Keith Ave., Suite 100;

• Rutland City: Rutland Public Schools, Longfellow School 
Building, Board Room;

• St. Johnsbury: St. Johnsbury House main dining room, 1207 
Main St.;

• St. Albans City: St. Albans City School library, 29 Bellows 
Street;

• Winooski: Vermont Student Assistance Corporation (VSAC), 
10 East Allen St. (follow signs when entering the building);

• Springfield: Springfield Town Hall, 5:30 – 6:30 PM, 96 Main 
St., third floor Conference Room (Selectmens’ Hall)

The Committees will take testimony on the Governor’s 
recommended State budget at the above date and times. Anyone 
interested in testifying should come to one of the hearings. Time 
limits on testimony may apply depending on volume of participants.

To view the proposed budget, go to the Department of Finance 
and Management’s website at https://finance.vermont.gov/budget/
budget-recommendations/operating-budget/fy2021.

Chittenden 8-3 Legislative Report, 
week 3

Robert Bancroft • State Representative, Chittenden-8-3
It was a busy week in the House. On Tuesday, the Governor gave 

his budget address. Two controversial bills came to the floor at the 
end of the week: the paid family leave bill, H.107, came up for a 
vote on Thursday; on Friday it was the minimum wage bill, S.23.

Governor Scott’s budget proposal calls for a 2.8% increase in 
the General Fund, bringing it to $1.7 billion. His budget does not 
contain any increases in taxes or fees, although he did propose 
raising $4 million from online sports betting and keno. In developing 
the budget, the administration had to overcome a $70 million gap 
between expected expenditures and revenues. This has been an 
ongoing problem that desperately needs to be addressed.

The Governor’s budget address included several new initiatives: 
additional funding for mental health, suicide prevention, downtown 
revitalization, and finishing the Lamoille Valley Rail Trail, to name 
a few.

Both the paid family leave and minimum wage bills passed the 
House, although both garnered more than 50 “no” votes. If the 
Governor decides to veto either of these bills and there is no change 
in the number of “no” votes, a veto could not be over ridden.

I voted no on both of these bills. Both would raise the cost of 
living in this state, which I believe is the biggest obstacle to retaining 
young people and attracting new working age residents. I strongly 
disagree with those that espoused paid family leave would keep and 
attract young workers. (They also said the same about raising the 
minimum wage.) The cost of living in Vermont is by far the greater 
factor in deciding where young adults will settle down. I hear from 
employers that say they can offer wages comparable to other parts 
of the country, but when the prospective employee visits, they are 
shocked to find housing costs and property taxes significantly higher 
than other states they are considering. Unless we can lower the cost 
of living here, I believe our population will continue to decline and 
there will be fewer and fewer workers between the ages of 25-45. 
Furthermore, I believe the $29 million to be raised by placing a 
payroll tax on employees would be better spent on other programs. 
As the vice chair of the Health Care Committee, Representative 
Donahue, pointed out, it would be significantly better to devote this 
money to lowering health insurance premiums of low and moderate 
income individuals. She pointed out that high deductibles prevent 
young parents from seeking medical care for themselves and their 
children.

Raising the minimum wage is not a big concern for businesses 
and workers in Chittenden County. There are signs outside of 
McDonalds advertising $13 an hour starting wages. Raising the 
minimum wage will adversely impact areas outside of Chittenden 
County. It will hurt small business and low income individuals. 
Increasing the minimum wage has the same effect as increasing the 
sales tax percentage. Both are regressive. Low income individuals 
will feel the impact of higher costs more than those at the upper 
end. This is especially true for disabled and retired individuals on a 
fixed income. As one of the Democratic Representatives who voted 
against raising the minimum wage stated, a higher minimum wage 
will increase the cost of personal in-home care for the disabled 
and the elderly. This will result in fewer hours of care. Vermont’s 
Visiting Nurse Association expressed alarm over the impact of 
raising the minimum wage on the budgets of the various home 
health agencies, which could result in the reduction of services.

The Commerce & Economic Development Committee, I sit 
on, was busy. We voted out H. 643, which deals with banking and 
insurance regulations. We also voted out H. 606, an act related to 
regulating self-storage units. The Committee began working on H. 
705, which deals with tourism and marketing.

Legislative update
Theresa Wood

State Representative, Washington-Chittenden
This week at the State House saw movement on four major 

pieces of legislation out of the House as well as important work in 
committee.

Proposition 2: This is a proposal to amend the Vermont 
Constitution to clarify that slavery and indentured servitude in 
any form are prohibited. Currently, although Vermont was the first 
state to outlaw slavery for adults, the Vermont Constitution still 
contains language enabling it for minors. The specific language 
of the amendment can be found at https://legislature.vermont.
gov/Documents/2020/Docs/CALENDAR/hc200121.pdf. The 
amendment passed on a unanimous vote. However, there are still 
several more steps before such a change is final, including the 
opportunity for the public to vote on this in November 2022.

Budget Adjustment Act: At the beginning of each session (which 
is halfway through the fiscal year), a budget adjustment bill is 
presented to make any changes in the budget that was previously 
approved. The budget adjustment act passed out of the House and 
is now in the Senate.

H.107, Paid Family Leave: The report of the conference 
committee between the House and the Senate can be found at https://
legislature.vermont.gov/Documents/2020/Docs/CALENDAR/
hc200122.pdf. This bill provides for paid family leave to bond with 
a new child (twelve weeks) or to care for sick family members (six 
weeks) through a payroll deduction. It also provides for a voluntary 
individual temporary disability program for the employee. This 
report has already passed the Senate and passed the House this 
week on a vote of 89-58, and is now referred to the Governor for 
his action.

S.23, Minimum Wage: This bill came out of conference 
committee this week and passed the House on a vote of 93-54. It 
will raise the minimum wage to $11.75 as of January 1, 2021, and 
to $12.55 as of January 1, 2022. It does not go to $15.00/hour. The 
bill is now headed to the Senate for a vote next week.

Governor’s budget address: The Governor presented his budget 
this week, and we started to understand the various proposals, 
increases, and decreases contained in the document. My committee 
will be spending the next several weeks meeting with various 
departments to understand the implications of the Governor’s 
proposals. The Appropriations Committee will be hosting public 
hearings on the Governor’s budget. More information about 
times and dates can be found at https://legislature.vermont.
gov/Documents/2020/WorkGroups/House%20Appropriations/
Highlights/Press%20Release%20-%20Public%20Hearings%20
on%20FY21%20State%20Budget.pdf.

As a reminder, you can find a wealth of information on the 
legislative home page, https://legislature.vermont.gov/.

Please feel free to reach out to me at twood@leg.state.VT.us.

It’s “be kind to your 
mail carrier” time!
To the Editor,

Winter is really here!
Please remember that your carrier has to drive up to your box 

and pull away safely, without risking going into the ditch, and 
has to be able to get close enough to comfortably reach the box. 
Remember, she has to repeat this motion 400 or more times a day, 
so reeaachiiingg gets sore arms pretty fast. (Try it!) Be sure to 
shovel out a nice wide clear area, or ask your plow guy to remember 
the mailbox when he plows. Not just a path! This makes a huge 
difference, trust me, especially to someone out there every day, all 
weather, over and over.

Some folks complain about the road from their house to the 
pavement... your mail carriers drive every single mile of the roads, 
plus up and down many of your driveways every day, six days a 
week, to bring your mail right to you, and they are doing their best.

Thanks for your consideration!
Signed,

one of your ex-carriers
Carol Winfield

Westford
p.s. — Every time you stop for groceries, pick up one or two 

extras for the Food Shelf, if that is okay with your budget. There are 
drop bins at the town office and the library, and a little from each 
adds up to a lot!

In much appreciation of UJFD
To the Editor,

Nearing midnight hour the alarms in house blew a deafening alert. 
Our wonderful giving, selfless, volunteer community members 
came in the dark and cold to our aid. Included was a high school 
student who had to be in class come morning. Words cannot express 
our appreciation for the concern and kindness for our well being… 
Brownies will be delivered to the Fire House :) !

Randy and Terry Fiske
Underhill

Trails groomed (Brewster River)
To the Editor,

Hi neighbors!
We wanted to get the word out that we at Bootlegger Bikes have 

groomed some local trails for fatbiking, skiing, and snowshoeing 
for the community to enjoy. There is a route groomed on the 
Brewster River Trail, from the Canyon Road covered bridge to West 
Farm. We’ve groomed two tracks, since this trail has the width to 
do so. One track is for skiing and fatbiking, while the other is for 
snowshoeing/walking. We ask that walkers/snowshoers use the trail 
on the left as you travel in the direction from the Canyon Road 
covered bridge to West Farm. Fatbikers and skiers will use the trail 
on the right (the river side). Signs are posted on the trail with these 
details, as a reminder.

We will continue to groom as weather permits... hopefully, the 
snow is here to stay for a bit.

If you’re new to using groomed trails, feel free to reach out with 
any questions (mniklaus99@yahoo.com). We’re happy to share 
guidelines for best practices.

Cheers!
Matt Niklaus
Jeffersonville

LEttERs to thE EDitoR

Beloved wife, mother, and 
grandmother Gladys Dinnany Zelman, 
76, of Jericho, VT passed peacefully on 
Monday, January 13, 2020 at Vermont 
Respite House following several severe 
strokes. Having been one of the first 
hospice nurses in Vermont, and knowing 
that there were no acceptable paths 
to recovery for herself, she elected to 
leave on her own terms, refusing further 
treatment. Gladys was born in Jackson 
Heights, NY and spent much of her 
childhood living near Long Island Sound. 
This inspired a lifelong love of the ocean 

and the outdoors. She always wanted to be a nurse. Her many 
educational attainments, including an R.N. degree from the Mary 
Fletcher School of Nursing, Colchester, VT, a B.A. from Trinity 
College, Burlington, VT, and an M.S. from St. Michael’s College, 
Colchester, prepared her for a fruitful and productive career in both 
nursing and health care administration in Vermont. She served as 
a birthing trainer and as a nurse in emergency, psychiatric, and 
hospice settings, and as a home care nurse (Support and Services 
at Home, SASH). She was Medical Director at the Lund Family 
Center, Burlington, a nurse supervisor at Fanny Allen Outpatient 
Rehabilitation Center, Colchester, the CEO of Maple Leaf Farm 
addiction treatment center, Underhill Center, VT, and the site 
manager for CHP Burlington. She also owned her own business, 
Baby Sense, helping to care for high needs babies and their parents 

in the home. Gladys is survived by husband Eric Zelman, daughter 
Alice and spouse Chris Norris, son George Peterson, grandson 
George Peterson Zelman who is her adopted son, brother Ed 
and spouse Caroline Dinnany, sister Carol Lippencott and fiancé 
Harvey Portnoy, step-daughters Anna Zelman and Beth Zelman, 
and sister-in-law Diane Zelman and spouse Michael Chaplin. All 
of these she loved and touched deeply. She also loved animals 
and is survived by her sweet dog Sophie and cat Misty. She was 
predeceased by her son Brian Trevor Peterson and parents Ed 
and Gertrude Dinnany. Her love of the outdoors included skiing, 
snowshoeing, hiking, diving, snorkeling, and white-water rafting. 
She loved sharing with longtime friend Margaret, going for walks 
with Jody and their dogs, and laughing hysterically with Eric, Bob, 
and Mary. She loved loving her grandchildren Bella and Brody and 
working with Eric to raise their adopted son George, who is the 
capstone to their lives together. A memorial service will be held 
on Saturday, February 15, 2020 at 1:00 PM at All Saints Episcopal 
Church, South Burlington, VT, with reception afterwards at the 
Best Western Conference Center located behind the Windjammer 
Restaurant in South Burlington. In lieu of flowers, donations may 
be made to Homeward Bound-Addison County Humane Society 
(Homewardboundanimals.org), The Lund Family Center (Lundvt.
org), and The Janet S. Munt Family Room (Thefamilyroomvt.org). 
A lifetime of love and service to others — thousands of others — is 
something to honor as a model for what one person, any person, can 
accomplish. Gladys’ courage and compassion were beyond words. 
We feel deep grief, yet we celebrate her passing as she chose, in 
comfort and surrounded by love.

PEoPLE oBituaRy

Fairy and Art from Nature Camps 
at Poker Hill Arts

Registration is open for this summer’s Nature Camps offered 
by Christine Gluck at Poker Hill Arts, Poker Hill Rd., Underhill. 
Blissful summer days of Art from Nature and being architects to the 
fairies! Good friends, wading in the brook, art and crafts!

More infor at https://www.pokerhillarts.com/summer-camps.

Community Cares Camp requests 
help from Underhill voters

Our Community Cares Camp offers a free summer food program 
for children who are eligible for free/reduced lunches in the five 
communities in our district, along with a free summer camp 
program. The Camp needs to grow in order to support the 8% of 
Underhill kids who could benefit from this service, as well as other 
kids. The Camp is asking each of the five towns for support. In 
Underhill, the voters must approve this appropriation. The children 
of our community will really appreciate it.

Summer horse camp
It’s that time again: horse camp at Freedom Farm 2020. This is 

our 22nd year of horse camps. The weeks are June 22-26, August 
10-14, and August 17-21. Cost is $330 for the week — a week 
filled with horse riding and horse activities at Freedom Farm, Cilley 
Hill Rd., Jericho. We will also be doing a field trip on each of the 
Fridays. Contact us for full details, 899-1878 or ttsfreedom@aol.
com.

Summer soccer camps in Westford
Westford’s Voltage Summer Soccer camp registration now open. 

Camp is located at the Westford School fields. This year there will 
be two sessions offered:

• Monday-Friday, June 22-26, 5:00 – 8:00 PM, for grades 6-8; 
and

• Monday-Friday, July 13-17, 9:00 AM – 12:00 PM, for grades 
3-5.

Registration fee id $125. For information, go to https://
westfordvt.us/recreation.

YMCA Summer Camps — 
registration is open

Now is the time to plan a wonderful summer camp experience for 
your child. The Y has three great day camps to offer in Burlington, 
as well as day camp opportunities in Georgia, Waterbury, Underhill, 
and Essex.

As it has for well over 100 years, Camp Abnaki will be providing 
another incredible overnight and day camp experience for boys at 
its North Hero location on the shores of Lake Champlain.

Camp IGNiTE: A day camp that will inspire girls in nature and 
the environment returns this summer. Located adjacent to the lake 
in Burlington, it will provide a wonderful outdoor experience. Eight 
one-week sessions available.

Camp Propel: All new this summer is Camp Propel, a co-
ed sports-themed day camp in Burlington that will emphasize 
teamwork and leadership. Eight one-week sessions available.

Early Summer Camp, June 15-19: Imagine Your Story is a 
one-week camp offered in collaboration with the Fletcher Free 
Library. Campers will participate in fairytale-themed activities and 
participate in the library’s summer challenge.

Camp Koda: This long-time staple of the Georgia, Underhill, 
Waterbury, and Essex communities offers a co-ed day camp 
experience with extended hours that help working parents, as well 
as three- and five-day options each week. State subsidy is available 
for qualifying families.

YMCA financial assistance is available to qualifying families!
Learn more and register at www.gbymca.org/camp.

suMMER CaMPs
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LiBRaRy nEws

Ever wonder how all those insects that bugged you all summer 
spend the winter? Turns out that insects use a variety of strategies 
to survive the cold. We will look into the cold-weather strategies 
of some of our favorite insects, like ladybugs and butterflies, and 
learn the secret of those few unique insects that can actually be 
found cruising around on the snow! (Snow fleas, we’re looking 
at you.) Thursday, February 13, 3:30 – 4:30 PM at the Varnum 
Memorial Library, Jeffersonville.              PHOTO CONTRIBUTED

Time to update your library card
It is time to update your Deborah Rawson Memorial Library 

card! The cards expired on December 31, so if you haven’t updated 
yet just bring in your old card any time we are open: Tuesdays and 
Thursdays 12:00 – 8:00 PM, Wednesday s and Fridays 10:00 AM – 
6:00 PM, Saturdays 10:00 AM – 2;00 PM, and Sundays 1:00 – 4:00 
PM. It only takes a few minutes.

Also, our ongoing Seated Tai Chi class still has space: Tai Chi 
for Strength & Balance at DRML, Tuesdays and Thursdays, 10:00 
– 11:00 AM. Wear comfortable clothes and footwear. Instructor Jo 
Osborne is certified. The sponsor, Age Well, asks that you be 60+. 
To register, call the library, 899-4962.

DEBORAH RAWSON MEMORIAL LIBRARY
All events are free and some activities require advance 

registration.
On Monday, February 10 at 6:30 PM, Gary Irish will present 

Underhill Then and Now. Gary chose old photos of Underhill 
(and a bit of the Riverside area of Jericho) and went out and took 
a current photo, standing as near as possible to where the original 
photographer stood. Gary will show the two photos side by side, 
to show how things have changed over the years. Sponsored by 
DRML and the Underhill Historical Society.

Adult Programs
French Conversation Group — Tuesdays, February 11 and 25, 

6:30 – 8:00 PM. Join in the conversation! Practice your French in 
a relaxed setting with the French Conversation Group. Whether 
you’re a first-timer or fluent, you’ll always find something to talk 
about!

Mah Jongg: Mondays, February 3, 6:30 PM and February 17, 
1:00 PM. Please join us as we explore the ancient Chinese tile game 
of winds, dragons, and number tiles. If you like Rummy-style card 
games, you’ll love Mah Jongg! All are welcome, no experience 
necessary!

Knitting with Neighbors — Thursdays, February 6 and 20, 6:00 
PM. New to knitting and looking for support to get past the first row 
or remember how to cast on? This is the group for you. Experienced 
knitter just looking for inspiration to try something new or share 
your knitting wisdom? This is the group for you. Not new to knitting, 
but new to Jericho or Underhill? You will find some friendly faces 
here. If you would like help picking a first time project, please feel 
free to contact Julie Hehir, juliehhehir@comcast.net.

Oscar Movie Night — Saturday, February 8, 7:00 PM. Join us for 
a screening of this Academy Award nominated film, the night before 
the Oscars! Nominated in the categories of Best Actress (Cynthia 
Erivo) and Best Original Song (Stand Up), this is the incredible true 
story of Harriet Tubman and her quest to lead hundreds of slaves 
to freedom on the Underground Railroad. Snacks and drinks will 
be provided at this free movie screening. (PG-13; approximately 
two hours)

Jericho Energy Task Force presents Do the Math, Wednesday, 
February 12, 7:00 PM. Do the Math is a documentary about the 
rising movement to change the terrifying math of the climate crisis 
and challenge the fossil fuel industry. A panel discussion will 
follow with Jaiel Pulskamp, Field Organizer for 350 Vermont. Light 
refreshments will be served.  As this is a waste-free event, please 
bring your own cup.

Underhill Conservation Commission presents: The Biggest Little 
Farm, Tuesday, February 18, 7:00 PM. The Underhill Conservation 
Commission will present three films this winter to inspire action 
in our community to combat the effects of the climate crisis. Join 
us at DRML on February 18th for the second film in the series, 
The Biggest Little Farm, which chronicles the eight year quest of 
a family to create a harmonious life in the country. The third film 
entitled Rivers and Tides, an exploration of the environmental art of 
Andy Goldsworthy, will be shown at the Underhill Town Hall on 
Thursday, March 12, 7:00 PM.

Cook the Book, Monday, February 24, 12:15 PM. For the month 
of February our selected cookbook is Dishing Up Vermont. A copy 
of the book will be available at the circulation desk to make free 
photocopies of your selected recipe. Bring your prepared dish and a 
serving utensil to the program room where you and other participants 
will have the opportunity to sample each other’s creation. Advanced 
registration required; please visit the circulation deck or call 899-
4962 to register.

Mystery Book Club: The Shape of Water — Tuesday, February 
25, 7:00 PM. Join us for a discussion of Andrea Camilleri’s The 
Shape of Water. Enter Inspector Salvo Montalbano, Vigàta’s most 
respected detective. With his characteristic mix of humor, cynicism, 
compassion, and love of good food, Montalbano battles against the 
powerful and corrupt who are determined to block his path to the 
real killer.

Deborah Rawson Book Lovers: Tuesday, February 11, 7:00 PM. 
DRBL is a monthly adult book discussion group. This month’s 
selection is Unsheltered by Barbara Kingsolver. New members are 
always welcome to drop in on any meeting, which is always the 
second Tuesday of the month at 7:00 PM. For more information, 
contact Christine@cstaffa.com.

Scrabble: Thursday, February 13, 11:00 AM. Join us on the 
second Thursday of every month for the original wordplay game. 
Exercise your mind and improve your vocabulary (especially of 
two- and three-letter words). 

Legislative Update: Thursday, February 13, 6:30 – 8:00 PM. 
George Till will be here to provide legislative information and 
answers to your questions. Please feel free to drop in and meet up 
with your representatives.

Youth Programs
Story Hour with Beth and David London, Fridays, January 24, 

31, 10:30 AM. Beth and David London, formerly of Poker Hill 
School, will be at DRML to share songs and stories with young 
children and their families. Snack will follow!

Afterschool Magic: the Gathering, Wednesday, February 12, 
2:45 – 4:45 PM. We’ll be casting spells after school in casual rounds 
of Magic: the Gathering. 

Time for LEGOs — Thursday, February 13, 2:45 – 4:45 PM. 
Join us after school for LEGO construction time. You’ll have the 
opportunity to create, construct, and share your works with other 
LEGO builders. 

Library hours: Tuesday 12:00 – 8:00 PM, Wednesday 10:00 AM 
– 6:00 PM, Thursday 12:00 – 8:00 PM, Friday 10:00 AM – 6:00 
PM, Saturday 10:00 AM – 2:00 PM, Sunday 1:00 – 4:00 PM; closed 
Monday. For information on any library programs, call 899-4962.

JERICHO TOWN LIBRARY
Open Play, Tuesdays, 10:30 – 11:30 AM. Join us for an hour of 

play in our newly renovated Intergenerational Programming Space. 

The toys in the space focus on narrative play and include a puppet 
theatre, a grocery store, kitchen, dollhouse, barn, and more!

Story Time, Wednesdays, 10:30 – 11:30 AM. Pop in for a 
casual hour of story time, smiles, songs, and laughter with Lisa! 
Recommended ages: 0-5 years.

Open Play & Drop-In Craft, Saturdays, February 15, 29, 10:30 
– 11:30 AM. Join us for an hour of play in our newly renovated 
Intergenerational Programming Space. The toys in the space focus 
on narrative play and include a puppet theatre, a grocery store, 
kitchen, dollhouse, barn, and more! A drop-in craft will be included 
as well. Ages 0-6.

Talking to Your Children About Gender, Thursday, February 13, 
6:30 – 8:00 PM.

Conservation Commission, February 19, 7:00 – 9:00 PM.
Sing-A-Long with Emma Cook, Thursday, February 27, 2:30 – 

3:30 PM. Are you a fan of Music for Sprouts? Do you know and 
love Miss Emma? Join us for an hour of musical jubilee for you and 
your little ones.

Bucketlist Book Group,Wednesday, March 4, 6:30 – 8:00 PM.
JTL Board meetings are held the second Monday of every month 

(February 10), 5:30 PM. All are welcome to attend.
Jericho Town Library hours: Mondays 2:00 – 5:00 PM, Tuesdays 

10:00 AM – 12:00 PM and 2:00 – 5:00 PM, Wednesdays 10:00 AM 
– 12:00 PM and 2:00 – 7:00 PM, Thursdays 10:00 AM – 12:00 PM 
and 2:00 – 5:00 PM, Fridays 2:00 – 5:00 PM, Saturdays 10:00 AM 
– 12:00 PM.

For more information on programs and library services, please 
visit our website www.jerichotownlibraryvt.org or call 899-4686.

VARNUM MEMORIAL LIBRARY JEFFERSONVILLE
Junior Naturalist Series: Insects in Winter, Thursday, February 

13, 3:30 – 4:30 PM. Ever wonder how all those insects that bugged 
you all summer spend the winter? Turns out that insects use a 
variety of strategies to survive the cold. We will look into the cold-
weather strategies of some of our favorite insects, like ladybugs and 
butterflies, and learn the secret of those few unique insects that can 
actually be found cruising around on the snow! Sponsored by the 
Cambridge Conservation Commission and the Varnum; presented 
by the Lamoille Valley Nature Center. Designed for pre-school and 
elementary school kids, but all are welcome! Part of the 2019-20 
monthly Junior Naturalist Series.

Through the generosity of the Cambridge Arts Council, the 
Varnum is able to host a VT Humanities Council Book Group. All 
of the books in the series are available at the library. This season’s 
series is The Romantic Ideal. Discussions are facilitated by a VT 
Humanities scholar; we are fortunate to have Cheryl Heneveld 
as our facilitator. She leads with humor and insight, and is adept 
at asking the questions that encourage lively discourse. The next 
discussion will be held on Saturday, February 8, 3:00 – 5:00 PM. 
The book we will be discussing is Mating by Norman Rush. “This 
tale is both a quest and an exuberant comedy of manners, a book 
that explores the deepest canyons of eros even as it asks large 
questions about the good society, the geopolitics of poverty, and 
the baffling mystery of what men and women really want.” — a 
description taken from the back of the novel.

Varnum LEGO Club, every other Wednesday, 3:30 – 5:00 
PM. Each meeting will feature themed and free build time, 
team exercises, and opportunities for collaboration and — most 
importantly — creativity and imagination. Open to all ages. Large, 
Duplo, and LEGOs provided.

Baby Got Books, 9:30 – 10:30 AM. A story time for the littlest 
patrons age 0-24 months, but all are welcome. We read age-
appropriate books, sing songs, finger plays, use musical instruments, 
and have plenty of time for free play.

Children’s Story Time and Crafts with LN, Thursdays 10:00 – 
11:00 AM. The library is a warm, cheery place for children to meet 
other children! Join us for stories read by people who enjoy sharing 
good books and a craft, too.

Crafting Circle, Thursdays, 5:30 PM. It’s winter and that means 
that the Craft Circle is starting again! Bring your current W.I.P. 
(Work-in-Progress) or come to get ideas and learn something new. 
Be sure to take a gander at our growing collection of craft-related 
materials. All crafts welcome. No pre-registration required, just 
bring your supplies and join in!

Spanish Conversational Hour: Fridays, 6:00 – 7:00 PM. Join 
native Spanish speaker Milagro as she guides the group, helps with 
pronunciation, and plays a few games to help with vocabulary.

Crescendo Club Library Association — If you enjoy the 
Varnum’s collection and programming, we would enjoy having you 
on our board! Join us for just a few hours each month and support 
the library.

The Varnum Library, P.O. Box 198,194 Main St., Jeffersonville, 
802-644-2117; thevarnum@gmail.com; www.varnumlibrary.org. 
Hours: Mondays and Tuesdays 12:00 – 7:00 PM, Wednesdays 3:00 
– 7:00 PM, Thursdays 9:00 AM – 7:00 PM, Fridays 2:00 – 5:00 PM, 
and Saturdays 10:00 AM – 3:00 PM. Closed Sundays.

WESTFORD PUBLIC LIBRARY
We Love our Patrons: Free coffee and chocolates all month long 

— thank you to all the people who donate coffee to the library.
Wednesdays, February 5, 12, 19 (not 26, no meeting during 

school vacation), after school – 5:00 PM: LEGO Club. Come 
build amazing things with LEGOS. Free building and imagination 
encouraged. We will also have prompts for those who need a start. 
Sign up required so we know who is coming on Bus #3 from school 
(send a note from home). Snack provided. Recommended for grades 
2 and up. Signup required.

Wednesday, February 5, 7:00 – 9:00 PM: Trustees Meeting.
Wednesday, February 12, 7:00 – 8:30 PM: CookBook Club, 

cooking from The Smitten Kitchen Cookbook by Deb Perelman. 
Love to cook and find new recipes? Join the cookbook club! Held 
every other month. Come in, find a recipe, copy it, then cook it! 
Everyone will bring in their food and we will have a feast! We’ll 
talk about the food and the recipes. The library will provide paper 
goods and utensils.

Thursdays, February 6, 13, 20, 27, 11:30 AM: Early Literacy 
Storytime. Several stories around a theme, as well as a theme-based 
craft. All ages and levels of attention are encouraged to come, birth 
to pre-school. Don’t worry if they fidget. They are still getting a 
lot out of it! February 6: The letter L. February 13: Valentine’s 
Day. February 20: Kindness. February 27: Frogs / Leap Year. No 
registration needed. 

Thursdays, February 6, 13, 20, 27, 6:30 – 8:00 PM: Fiber Arts 
Group. Knit, crochet, and stitch with a vibrant group. All levels 
welcome, help given to beginners. Questions? Contact Marianne, 
mfishcar@together.net.

Friday, February 14, after school – 4:30 PM: Heart String Art. 
Kids can ride Bus #3 from school with a note. We will be using 

hammers, nails, and string to create this cool art heart for Valentine’s 
Day. This project requires persistence and the ability to tie knots. 
Sign up by contacting the library. This project is recommended for 
grades 2 and up. Limited space; signup required.

February 19, 7:00 – 8:00 PM: Adult Book Group. Island of the 
Sea Women by Lisa See. A new novel about female friendship and 
family secrets on a small Korean island. Mi-ja and Young-sook, 
two girls living on the Korean island of Jeju, are best friends who 
come from very different backgrounds. When they are old enough, 
they begin working in the sea with their village’s all-female diving 
collective. As the girls take up their positions as divers, they know 
they are beginning a life of excitement and responsibility, but also 
danger. Despite their love for each other, Mi-ja and Young-sook’s 
differences are impossible to ignore. Island is an epoch set over 
many decades, beginning during a period of Japanese colonialism 
in the 1930s and 1940s, followed by World War II, the Korean War 
and its aftermath, through the era of cell phones and wet suits for the 
women divers. Little do the two friends know that after surviving 
hundreds of dives and developing the closest of bonds, outside 
forces will push their friendship to the breaking point.

Have you checked out our Library of Things? The library has 
more than just books and DVDs to check out! We have so much 
more: knitting needles and crochet hooks, Verilux Happy Lights, 
LEGO WeDo and LEGO Mindstorms kits, a slide projector, and 
cassette player. We are always open to more suggestions as space, 
budget, and staffing allow.

The Library will be open regular hours during February school 
vacation. Come in and check us out! 

The Library is no longer accepting donations of books, 
audiobooks, and DVDs at this time for our annual Fourth of July 
Book Sale. We will begin accepting donations in the spring of 2020.

Library Hours: Wednesday, 1:00 – 7:00 PM, Thursday 10:00 AM 
– 7:00 PM, Friday 1:00 – 7:00 PM, Saturday 10:00 AM – 2:00 PM; 
http://westfordpubliclibrary.org; westfordpubliclibrary@gmail.
com. Like us on Facebook. 878-5639; Bree Drapa, Librarian.

RICHMOND LIBRARY
Mark your calendar for Friends of the Richmond Free Library’s 

annual Love Your Library book sale! This year’s sale takes place 
on Friday evening, February 14, 5:30 – 8:30 PM and Saturday, 
February 15, 9:00 AM – 3:00 PM. As always, a wonderful selection 
of books and media in great condition. Browse accompanied by live 
music from our incredible local talent. Browse accompanied by live 
music from our incredible local talent, and try your luck with our 
raffle.

AARP Volunteer Tax Preparers are returning! If you intend 
on using the volunteers’ services please gather the following 
documents: Social Security card (or photocopy), government issued 
photo I.D., W-2 (if received), any 1099s, current and prior year 
property tax bill, Landlord Certificate (if applicable), Health Care 
Form 1095 (from ACA) if applicable, Social Security statements, 
and any other financial documents relevant to your return (e.g., 
phone bills if using Lifeline). If in doubt of a document’s value, 
bring it. Keep in mind, if filing jointly, both individuals must be 
present. Call the library if you need an appointment. 

Art Gallery: Photography of Jake Levison, a lifelong 
photographer. The photos is this exhibit represent his appreciation 
for jazz musicians and their music, animals and flowers of this 
area, and other characters that he has encountered along the way. 
He always carries a camera with him. “You never know…” Jake 
has lived in Richmond for 35 years, so far. (Some of his wonderful 
photos are available for sale; inquire if you’re interested.)

Display Case featuring the artwork of students from the Mansfield 
Cooperative School.

Seeking Artists and Collectors: We are currently scheduling art 
shows for our walls and display case in 2020. If you have framed 
pieces (art, photography) and would like to schedule a show, contact 
us to choose your month. No professional experience is necessary, 
just a willingness to share your talent. We’re also seeking interesting 
collections for our foyer display case. If you are a collector of 
Beanie Babies, bird nests, little cars, old books or anything else that 
would fit in our case that you would be willing to share, we would 
love to hear from you. Call or email the library.

Tuesday, February 11, 6:00 PM: Mostly Fiction Book Group. 
The Enchanted April by Elizabeth von Arnim. A month spent in 
Portofino, Italy reintroduces four women to their true natures and 
reacquaints them with joy. On Tuesday, March 10, 6:00 PM: Young 
Jane Young by Garielle Zevin. Aviva Grossman is an ambitious 
Congressional intern in Florida who makes the life-changing 
mistake of having an affair with her boss, who is beloved, admired, 
successful, and very married. Copies for book groups are made 
available by the circulation desk.

Thursday, February 20, 7:00 PM: Mystery Book Group. Dark 
Angel by Elly Griffiths (#10 in the Dr. Ruth Galloway series). In 
this highly atmospheric mystery, Ruth Galloway investigates a 
murder in a medieval Italian town where dark secrets are buried 
as deep as bones. Thursday, March 19, 7:00 PM: The Nightmare 
by Lars Kepler. Kepler delivers another nail-biting, hair-raising 
thriller, pulled straight from your darkest nightmares. Copies for 
book groups are made available by the circulation desk.

Weekly children’s programs at the Library run September 
Library news continued on page 8
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through May and follow the MMUUSD schedule for vacation days 
and weather closure days.

Baby Laptime — This short, active storytime is for our youngest 
little book lovers and their grown ups. We’ll look at picture books, 
sing simple songs, do some rhyming and bouncing, and sometimes 
get out the shakers and scarves. Designed for infants and early 
toddlers. Join us on Mondays at 10:30 AM.

Playgroup with Stories and Songs — The good times kick off 
with songs and shakers around the colorful alphabet rug. Next up 
is storytime and snacks (bring your own). Then, the toys and art 
supplies come out for free play and crafts. Co-sponsored by the 
Lund Center. Kids from infant to age five and their caregivers are 
invited to join us in the community room on Wednesdays, 10:00 
AM – 12:00 PM.

Preschool Storytime — This special storytime is for children 
ages 3-5. We will share picture books, songs, and activities, with a 
focus on the six pre-reading skills that form a child’s early literacy 
experience and help set them up for a lifelong love of books and 
reading. Join us on Fridays, 10:30 AM.

Free Coffee and Tea: Warm yourself with a hot cup of coffee or 
tea during the cold winter season. The beverage table is to the left of 
the circulation desk on the ground floor. Help yourself and sip while 
you browse, read, work, or gather with friends.

Open Monday and Wednesday 10:00 AM – 8:00 PM, Tuesday 
and Thursday 1:00 – 6:00 PM, Friday 10:00 AM – 6:00 PM, 
Saturday 10:00 AM – 2:00 PM; closed Sunday.

Richmond Free Library, 201 Bridge St., P.O. Box 997, Richmond, 
VT 05477; 434-3036; fax 434-3223; www.richmondfreelibraryvt.
org.
DOROTHY ALLING MEMORIAL LIBRARY, WILLISTON

Youth Programs
Story Time: Tuesdays, 10:30 AM. Includes a simple craft activity. 

February 4: Eric Carle; February 11: Friendship; February 18: Fun 
with Art. Geared toward preschoolers, but all ages are welcome.

Toddler Time: Thursdays, 10:30 AM (except February 13 and 
27). February 6: Love; February 20: Bathtime. Aimed at toddlers, 
but all are welcome.

Preschool Yoga with Danielle: Thursday, February 13, 10:30 – 
11:00 AM. Simple yoga poses, stories, and songs for children birth 
to age 5 and their caregivers.

Thursday Playtime: Thursdays, 11:00 AM – 12:00 PM. Young 
children and their caregivers are invited for an informal playtime 
following our Toddler Time program. For children birth to age 5.

Preschool Music: Mondays, 11:00 AM (except Monday, February 
17) and Fridays, 10:30 AM. Up to age 5 with a caregiver. No pre-
registration. Limit: one session per week per family.

After-School Tuesdays:
• LEGO Club: February 4, 2:00 – 3:00 PM. Build your own 

creations using the library’s LEGO collection. All ages.
• Movie: February 11, 2:00 PM. Musical comedy film about ugly 

plush toys. Rated PG; 1 hour 27 min.
• Game Café: February 18, 2:00 – 3:00 PM. Board games and a 

snack. Gr. 3 + up.
Food in Fiction: Friday, February 21, 5:00 – 6:00 PM. Make a 

recipe from your favorite fictional book or create a recipe inspired 
by one! Come ready to share and eat. Need ideas on what to make? 
Come visit the library! Grades 7-12.

Drop-In Craft: Monday, February 24-Friday, February 28. Stop 
in the youth area during the week of winter break to make a craft 
(while supplies last).

Drop-In Legos: Tuesday, February 25, 10:30 AM – 12:00 PM. 
Enjoy our LEGO collection during winter break!

Multi-age Programs
Read to a Cat: Thursday, February 20, 3:30 – 4:30 PM. Read 

to Edgar, a therapy cat in training. Pre-register for a one-on-one 
reading session. All ages.

Adult programs
How to Organize: Put Your House on a Diet Series: Bring your 

own lunch and learn something new. Join one or all sessions. 
Presented by Melanie Saia, Director of Staging Services, The 
Malley Group and KW Vermont. Tuesday, February 11, 12:00 – 
1:00 PM: Stage to Live or Stage to Leave. You’re not on HGTV, 
but your house could look like it is. Learn what staging is and why 
it works. Send the presenter a photo of your home and receive 
professional tips during today’s program.

Mah Jongg: Wednesdays, February 12 and 26, 1:00 – 3:30 PM. 
Learn how to play, revisit the game, or just enjoy the game of Mah 
Jongg. Come alone or bring a friend and play with members of our 
community. All experience levels are welcome.

Tech Tutor: Wednesdays, February 19, 4:00 – 6:00 PM. One-on-
one technology help from a teen. Guarantee a time by making a 
30-minute appointment at 878-4918. Drop-ins are welcome if space 
is available.

Put Your House on a Diet Series: Bring your own lunch and learn 
something new. Join one or all sessions. Presented by Melanie Saia, 
Director of Staging Services, The Malley Group and KW Vermont. 
Tuesday, February 4, 12:00 – 1:00 PM. Organize to Simplify: Learn 
how to make your home functional so it works for you and your 
needs. Tuesday, February 11, 12:00 – 1:00 PM. Stage to Live or 
Stage to Leave: You’re not on HGTV, but your house can look like 
it is. Learn about staging and why it works. To receive personalized 
professional tips during the program, email photos of your home to 
melanie.saia@themalleygroup.com.

Movie: Wednesday, February 5, 5:30 PM. New release. The 
worldwide phenomenon of Downton Abbey becomes a grand 
motion picture event, as the beloved Crawleys and their intrepid 
staff prepare for the most important moment of their lives — a royal 
visit from the King and Queen of England. Snack provided. Rated 
PG (122 minutes).

Meditation Program: Fridays, February 7 and 21, 12:00 – 1:00 
PM. Lower your stress level and unlock calm at our bi-monthly 
meditation program. Learn about the different types of meditation 
through practice, breath-work, and balancing Chakras. All levels 
are welcome.

Cook the Book: Wednesday, February 12, 11:00 AM – 12:30 
PM. Our monthly cooking program has set aside a cookbook in the 
library for you to photocopy a recipe of your choice. Prepare the 
dish and bring it along with the recipe to our potluck meeting. This 
month: All About Dinner by Molly Stevens. Please pre-register.

Technology Night: Wednesday, February 12, 5:30 – 6:30 PM. 
Ken Bernard of Vermont Tech offers a monthly learning technology 
series. This session will focus on basic computer terms and 
operations of both the Mac and PC. Bring your own device if you 
would like. All ages.

Health Education — Advance Directives: Friday, February 14, 
12:30 – 1:30 PM. What a lovely “gift” to give your sweetheart. 

Take steps to learn about planning critical health care choices and 
completing an Advance Directive. There may come a time when 
you can’t make health care choices for yourself, so learn what 
resources are available to you and your loved ones.

Brown Bag Book Club: Tuesday, February 18, 12:30 – 1:30 PM. 
Meet others who love to discuss books. This month we will discuss 
Tribe: On Homecoming and Belonging by Sebastian Junger. Books 
are available at the front desk. Beverages and dessert provided.

Current Events Conversation: Wednesday, February 19, 10:30 
AM – 12:00 PM. Gather with others interested in discussing 
newsworthy topics.

Dorothy Alling Memorial Library, 21 Library Lane, Williston; 
878-4918 or www.williston.lib.vt.us.

FAIRFAX COMMUNITY LIBRARY
All events are free unless noted. Pre-registration encouraged. 
Wednesday February 26, 4:00 – 5:00 PM: Family Game Night. 

Come enjoy our wide selection of games at the library! Drop in and 
play one of our games, or bring some of your own! Refreshments 
provided.

Youth Events
Tuesdays, February 4, 11, 18, 9:30 – 10:30 AM: Preschool Story 

Hour. Join us for themed stories, songs, and activities for ages 0-6. 
No registration necessary for Story Hour.

Wednesday, February 5, 4:00 – 5:00 PM: Failed It! Cooking 
Challenge. Do you have limited experience with cooking and 
baking? Great! Come in to the library and try your hand at making 
Valentine marshmallow pops... without instructions. Whatever the 
outcome, it’s sure to be fun! Ages 12+. Please register.

Thursday, February 6, 6:00 – 7:00 PM: PJ Story Hour. Kids age 
0-6 listen to themed stories, followed by a craft and a snack.

Thursday, February 6, 3:15 – 4:00 PM: Chess Club. Learning 
chess has been proven to have many benefits, such as building 
creativity, problem solving, and concentration! Please register. 
Ages 7+. Limit of 20.

Tuesday, February 11, 3:00 – 4:00 PM: Valentine Workshop. 
Learn how to make different Valentine cards to make the holiday 
creative and fun! Ages 6+. Please register.

Wednesday, February 12, 3:00 – 4:00 PM: LEGO Club. Kids 
ages 6+ enjoy themed Lego play after school. Please register.

Thursdays, February 13, 27, 3:15 – 4:15 PM: Read to a Dog. 
Sign up for a 15-minute slot to read to McKenzie, a big friendly 
Newfoundland dog!

Tuesday, February 25, 9:30 – 10:30 AM: Preschool Story Hour. 
Join us for themed stories, songs, and activities for ages 0-6. 
February is Children’s Dental Health Month! We are happy to 
welcome a pediatric dental hygienist program to our Storytime! No 
registration necessary for Story Hour.

Tuesday, February 25, 4:00 – 5:00 PM: DIY Spa Treatments. 
Learn how to make all-natural face masks, scrubs, and toners! For 
ages 10+. Please register.

Saturday, February 29, 10:00 AM – 1:00 PM: Leap Day Party. 
Celebrate Leap Day at the library with frog themed games, crafts, 
and snacks! All ages, no registration necessary.

Adult Events
Thursday, February 6, 6:30 – 8:00 PM: Book Club: Faithful 

Place. We will discuss this book by Tana French. All are welcome!
Saturday, February 8, 10:00 AM – 12:00 PM: Cabin Fever Café. 

Winter in Vermont is LONG. Get out and enjoy live music from 
great local talent. This month we are featuring O’Hanleigh, who 
will be playing some traditional Irish songs. No registration needed. 
Just come out and enjoy the music!

Thursday, February 13, 6:30 – 7:45 PM: Arts and Crafts for 
Adults. Join us to learn and share skills in paper making, paper 
marbling, paper maché, printmaking, and other crafts. Open studio 
drop-in sessions on Thursdays from 6:30 – 7:45 PM. During the 
session, Sarah will be available to assist anyone on an individual 
basis.

Saturday, February 15, by appointment: Tech Help with Josiah. 
Need help with technology? Come to the library to ask Josiah Witt 
your technology questions. Schedule your free appointment today 
at go.jwitt.me/techhelp or ask a librarian.

Tuesday, February 18, 3:00 – 4:00 PM: Knitwits. Want to learn 
to knit? Or do you just want to spend time knitting with others? 
Knitwits is the new knitting group at the library and is open to all 
skill levels. Please register.

Hours: Monday and Wednesday 8:30 AM – 5:30 PM; Tuesday 
and Thursday 8:30 AM – 8:00 PM; Friday 8:30 AM – 3:15 PM; 
Saturday 9:00 AM – 1:00 PM. www.fairfaxvtlibrary.org, 802-849-
2420. Call or email libraryprograms@fwsu.org. For up-to-date info 
about programs, visit our website: www.fairfaxvtlibrary.org, where 
you can also find a link to the interactive Google calendar.

BROWNELL LIBRARY, ESSEX JUNCTION
Free tax help for taxpayers with low and middle incomes: 

Wednesday February 5, Mondays February 10 and 24, Tuesday 
February 18, and Thursdays February 13, 20, and 27, 9:15, 10:15, 
11:15 AM and 12:15 PM: Free Tax Help for taxpayers with low 
and middle incomes (annual gross income less than $60,000), with 
special attention to those 60 or over. However, if a patron’s tax 
return is relatively complex s/he will be advised to seek professional 
tax assistance. Volunteer AARP foundation certified tax preparers 
Tak and Dorothy Ng will help. Qualified patrons who wish to avail 
themselves of the Ngs’ expertise will need to call 878-6955, or 
visit the library to make an hour appointment with one of them. 
Please come in 10 minutes before your appointment to fill out a 
required intake and interview form. If married, both spouses should 
(but do not have to) be present during an income tax counseling 
session. Taxpayers must have available during their meeting with 
the tax-aide counselor all information and documents that have 
been received that apply to their 2019 income taxes. Appointments 
available until April 4. Reserve your place for tax-preparation.

Tuesdays, February 4, 11, 18, 10:00 – 10:45 AM: Story Time. We 
will engage kids with picture book stories, signing, songs, puppets 
and rhymes in the picture book room. Come read and play with us.

Tuesdays, February 4, 11, 18, 25, 10:00 – 11:30 AM: Current 
Events Discussion Group. A forum for lively and courteous 
expression of views about current events, news, and issues. Come 
to share or just to listen. Moderated by Sandy Baird.

Tuesdays, February 4, 11, 18, 3:00 – 4:00 PM: Read with Daisy. 
Daisy loves to listen to kids read every Wednesday. She is certified 
by Therapy Dogs of Vermont. Daisy’s owner is Maddie Nash, a 
retired school counselor. For all ages.

Tuesday, February 4, 3:00 – 4:00 PM: Game Day. Come play 
a game with a librarian or each other. Games to be chosen by 
attendees from Brownell’s Game Collection.

Wednesdays, February 5, 12, 19, 10:00 – 10:45 AM: Story Time. 
Repeat of Tuesday program.

Wednesday, February 5, 12, 19, 26, 12:00 and 1:00 PM: Tech 
Help with Clif. Offering one-on-one technology help. Bring in your 
new gadget or gizmo and Clif will sit with you to help you learn its 
ways! Reservation required. Please call 878-6955 at least 24 hours 
in advance.

Wednesdays, February 5, 12, 19, 3:30-4:30 PM: Wonder 
Wednesdays. Make, experiment, collaborate, and explore your 
curiosity. This week we will read stories featuring collage art and 
make cards. Best for ages 6 and up.

Wednesday, February 5, 7:00 – 8:30 PM: First Wednesday 
Lecture: Love and Rockets and Alternative Comics. The 1980s 
comics movement offered an alternative to earlier mainstream 
superhero comics, with groundbreaking works like Jaime and 
Gilbert Hernandez’s series Love and Rockets. Middlebury professor 
Enrique Garcia discusses the importance of this series and how its 
use of irony, parody, and nostalgia play with readers’ notions of 
race, ethnicity, and gender.

Thursday, February 6, 9:00 AM – 1:00 PM: Library closed for 
staff inservice.

Friday, February 7, 9:30 – 10:00 AM: Preschool Yoga. Come do 
simple yoga poses, hear stories, and sing songs with Danielle! Best 
for children 2-5 years old. 

Friday, February 7, 3:00 – 4:00 PM: Red Clover Story Time. 
Each month, students listen to two Red Clover book titles and do 
an activity with one of the books. Repeat of January program. Best 
for ages 5-10.

Fridays, February 7, 14, 21, 3:45 – 4:45 PM: Reading Buddies. 
Students in grade 8 from ADL will read with children in grades K-5 
at Brownell Library. Continues weekly until February 21. Bring a 
favorite book or choose one here.

Fridays, February 7, 21, 5:30 – 8:30 PM: Dungeons & Dragons: 
Campaign Mode. Gather with fellow D&D players and embark 
on adventures of your own design. This game is for seasoned 
players who want a faster paced and more serious game. There is 
no designated Dungeon Master, rather participants have creative 
control and players are invited to take the lead as DM. Game starts 
at 6:30 PM; come early to hang out or work on characters. All ages 
welcome.

Friday, February 7, 6:00 – 8:00 PM: First Friday Knit Night. Sit 
by the fireplace and bring a knitting project to work on! For adult 
knitters and related crafters.

Monday, February 10, 24, 12:00 and 1:00 PM: Tech Help with 
Clif. Offering one-on-one technology help. Bring in your new 
gadget or gizmo and Clif will sit with you to help you learn its 
ways! Reservation required. Please call 878-6955 at least 24 hours 
in advance.

Monday, February 10, 6:30 – 7:30 PM: Must Read Mondays! 
The Bluest Eye by Toni Morrison. Set in the author’s girlhood 
hometown of Lorain, OH, it tells the story of black, eleven-year-old 
Pecola Breedlove. Pecola prays for her eyes to turn blue so that she 
will be as beautiful and beloved as all the blond, blue-eyed children 
in America. A vivid evocation of the fear and loneliness at the heart 
of a child’s yearning, and the tragedy of its fulfillment. The Bluest 
Eye remains one of Tony Morrison’s most powerful, unforgettable 
novels, and a significant work of American fiction.

Tuesday, February 11, 3:00 – 4:00 PM: Teen Writers Club. Teens 
will play collaborative and independent writing games to stretch 
their imagination and encourage creativity. They will also be 
able to connect with other teen writers in a supportive, stress-free 
environment. All teens welcome.

Thursday, February 13, 1:30 – 2:30 PM: First Wednesday Encore: 
The Indian World of George Washington. Dartmouth College 
professor Colin Calloway discusses the first president’s relations 
with Indian peoples and considers how Native American nations 
and lands shaped the man who shaped the Republic. This video 
was recorded at the Norwich Congregational Church on January 
3, 2018.

Fridays, February 14, 28, 9:30 – 10:15 AM: Music with Raph. 
Sing and play with Raph. For all ages.

Friday, February 14, 4:30 – 5:30 PM: TAB. Join the Teen 
Advisory Board (TAB) for a craft and a snack! All in grades 9-12 
welcome.

Friday, February 14, 28, 5:30 – 8:30 PM: Dungeons & Dragons: 
Family Night. Learn to play D&D and embark upon imaginary 
adventures. This is an open play game for new/returning players 
and families. A Dungeon Master serves as this role playing game’s 
referee and storyteller. New players should arrive at 5:30 PM for help 
making characters. Game starts at 6:30 PM. All ages encouraged.

Saturday, February 15, 2:00 – 3:45 PM: Saturday Matinee. Free 
popcorn and drinks!

Monday, February 17: Library closed for Presidents’ Day.
Tuesday, February 18, 2:45 – 4:30 PM: Tuesday Movie. Free 

popcorn and drinks!
Tuesday, February 18, 7:00 – 9:00 PM: Brownell Library 

Trustees Meeting.
Wednesday, February 19, 1:30 – 2:30 PM: Red Clover Group 

for Homeschooled Students. Each month, students in grades K-4 
read two titles and do activities with one of the books on the list for 
this year’s Red Clover Award. Voting takes place in March. This 
program is sponsored by the Brownell Library Foundation.

Wednesday, February 19, 1:30 – 2:30 PM: Dorothy’s List Group 
for Homeschooled Students. Each month, students in grades 4-8 
discuss books from this year’s Dorothy’s List. Students will discuss 
their opinions and responses to their favorite book contestant and 
will learn how to contribute thoughtfully to book group discussions. 
This program is sponsored by the Brownell Library Foundation.

Wednesday, February 19, 1:30 – 2:30 PM: GMBA Book 
Discussion for Homeschooled Students. High School aged students 
discuss this year’s GMBA nominees. Voting takes place in the 
spring. For grades 9 and up. This program is sponsored by the 
Brownell Library Foundation.

Friday, February 21, 9:30 – 10:30 AM: Play Time for Little Ones. 
Active play time for kids 0-5 years old. Build with our new blocks, 
build social skills and community connections.

Saturday, February 22, 9:00 AM – 1:00 PM: Telescope Health 
Clinic. VAS will show folks how telescopes work in general and 
how to use their particular telescope. They will inspect, make 
adjustments and minor repairs, and even clean the optics at no cost 
to attendees. At 10:30 AM, there will be a presentation on How to 
Find Objects with Your Telescope, which will show how to use star 
atlases and planispheres (whole sky star map), how to aim your 
telescope, and how to use all this to “star hop” to the object you 
desire to view.

Saturday, February 22, 2:00 – 4:00 PM: Lego Fun! Come build 
creatively with Legos and see what others build. For all ages; 

Library news continued from page 7
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children under 9 years old must bring a responsible caregiver.
Monday, February 24, 6:00 – 7:30 PM: Current Events 

Discussion Group. A forum for lively and courteous expression of 
views about current events, news, and issues. Come to share or just 
to listen. Moderated by Sandy Baird. 

Tuesday, February 25, 3:00 – 4:00 PM: LEEP (Library 
Elementary Event Planners). It may be vacation, but we are still 
having LEEP! Come eat a snack, hang out with fellow LEEPers, 
and do a project or experiment! All in grades 6-8 welcome.

Wednesday, February 26, 3:30-4:30 PM: Crafternoon. We 
provide materials, you create!

Brownell Library, 6 Lincoln St., Essex Junction. Hours: Monday, 
Wednesday, Friday: 9:00 AM – 9:00 PM; Tuesday, Thursday, 
Saturday: 9:00 AM – 5:00 PM. Contact Main Desk 878-6955, 
Youth Desk 878-6956, Reference Desk 878-6957, or frontdesk@
brownelllibrary.org.

ESSEX FREE LIBRARY
Essex Free Library, 1 Browns River Rd., Essex. Hours: Monday, 

Wednesday, Friday: 9:00 AM – 5:00 PM; Tuesday, Thursday: 9:00 
AM – 8:00 PM; Saturday, 9:00 AM – 2:00 PM. 802-879-0313; 
www.essexfreelibrary.org.

Inside Out: Hidden Art in Natural History Collections 
at Fairbanks Museum & Planetarium (1302 Main St., St. 
Johnsbury) will be on view now through Thursday, December 
31. Using x-ray technology, explore the intricacies of how the 
museum’s collections were created. The Fairbanks is one of 36 
museums and galleries in Vermont that will collaborate on a 
statewide series of exhibitions on the theme 2020 Vision: Seeing 
the World Through Technology. Led by the Vermont Curators 
Group, a network of museums, galleries, and cultural centers 
specializing in art, history, science, and craft, this project will 
push the boundaries of what it means to have conversations 
about technology, innovation, and culture in Vermont. For more 
information about 2020 Vision and its Passport Program can be 
found at www.VermontCuratorsGroup.com. 

IMAGE COURTESY OF THE FAIRBANKS MUSEUM AND 
NORTHEASTERN VT REGIONAL HOSPITAL

Cartooning + The Climate Crisis!
What do these have to do with each other? Take the time to 

express your thoughts and feelings about the climate crisis through 
cartooning! Cartoonist LJ Kopf will help you translate concepts 
into images and explore some techniques for making accessible 
cartoons in a FREE workshop on Thursday, February 6, 7:00 – 8:30 
PM at Radiate Art Space. Bring your ideas and a favorite drawing 
tool (if you have one), all other materials provided! Although the 
workshop is free, to reserve your spot pre-registration is required 
through radiate.art.space@gmail.com. Teens + Adults welcome, 
no experience necessary!

On Sunday, March 8 at 4:00 PM, Pete Sutherland (pictured) 
and Oliver Scanlon of Pete’s Posse will be presenting Fiddlers 
of the Next Generation, a showcase of their current students, 
at the Charlotte Grange, 2898 Spear St., Charlotte. As well as 
being popular and in-demand as performers, Pete and Oliver are 
passionate educators and this event will provide an opportunity 
for some of their current students to share their talents and tunes 
with a wider audience. Suggested donation $10. 
                                                                        PHOTO CONTRIBUTED

2020 Vision explores intersection 
of technology and culture

In 2020, 36 museums and galleries in Vermont will collaborate 
on a statewide series of exhibitions on the theme 2020 Vision: 
Seeing the World Through Technology.

Led by the Vermont Curators Group, a network of museums, 
galleries, and cultural centers specializing in art, history, science, 
and craft, this project will push the boundaries of what it means 
to have conversations about technology, innovation, and culture in 
Vermont. Chosen to represent the ways that technology is changing 
our world, this timely theme juxtaposes ideas of traditional Yankee 
ingenuity with exploration of visibility and expression that are 
relevant to our present day.

What will you see with 2020 Vision? Spanning the state from top 
to bottom, 36 members of the Vermont Curators Group will mount 
one or more exhibitions tied to the 2020 Vision theme. Five keynote 
events will also deepen the exploration of inquiry, observation, and 
innovation. The exhibitions span incredibly diverse subject matter, 
exploring every facet of the theme Seeing the World Through 
Technology:

● Science museums will examine the history, science, and artistry 
of glass, precision instruments, x-ray photography, and more.

● Art galleries and museums will exhibit contemporary 
artists working in media from digital projection to printmaking, 
investigating subjects including climate data, retro gaming, and 
love in the digital age, among many others.

● Historical societies and museums will display Vermont’s 
legacy of innovation, from the classroom to the granite quarry.

Exhibition dates and open hours vary by location. A full list can 
be found at www.VermontCuratorsGroup.com and in brochures 
available at participating institutions and regional tourism centers. 
Some exhibition highlights that begin early in 2020 include:

Elements of Glass: From the Workshop of SIMON PEARCE at 
the Montshire Museum of Science (1 Montshire Rd., Norwich), on 
view now through Sunday, March 29. This interactive exhibition 
explores the intersection of science and design in collaboration with 
the renowned Simon Pearce glassware company.

Love Letters at the Helen Day Art Center (90 Pond St., Stowe), 
opening now through Saturday, April 18. Contemporary visual 
artists will celebrate love before and during the digital era.

Inside Out: Hidden Art in Natural History Collections at 
Fairbanks Museum & Planetarium (1302 Main St., St. Johnsbury) 
will be on view now through Thursday, December 31. Using x-ray 
technology, explore the intricacies of how the museum’s collections 
were created.

Five keynote events will also deepen the theme’s exploration of 
visibility, inquiry, observation, and innovation:

● Friday, March 20 with the Helen Day Art Center, Stowe: An 
expert panel discussion titled Love Letters: Art, Innovation, & 
Relationships Through the Lens of Technology, to be followed by 
an open house at their new Art Lab.

● Saturday, June 20, Shelburne Museum, Shelburne: A lecture 
and public tour during the opening of the Shelburne Museum’s 
exhibition Eyesight and Insight: A Lens on American Art.

● Saturday, September 12, Catamount Arts, TBC in St. Johnsbury: 
A “catalyst conversation” with contemporary artist Natalie Miebach 
about her exhibition Stormy Weather and climate science.

● Friday, September, 18, Calais Town Hall, 1662 Kent Hill Rd., 
Calais: Art at the Kent, a “pechakucha”-style presentation (20 slides 
for 20 seconds each) with the artists of Art at the Kent’s 20/20 
Hindsight exhibition.

● Thursday, November 12, Fleming Museum of Art, Burlington: 
A presentation and lecture by digital art pioneer Casey Reas.

2020 Vision Passport Program: Visitors are encouraged to 
explore the many ways to see the world through technology by 
visiting more than one exhibition location, and participating in a 
passport program. At each location, tagged posts on social media 
act as entries to win multiple prizes, which will include original 
artwork, unique experiences, membership in the North American 
Reciprocal Museum Association, and more. The more locations 
visited, the better your chances of winning! Instructions to enter 
can be found at www.VermontCuratorsGroup.com.

ART/PHOTOGRAPHY
Artist or wannabe? Or would you just enjoy hearing established 

artists share their expertise in their particular field of art? Essex Art 
League, a warm, friendly group, will be saving you a seat at our 
next monthly meeting, where Marilyn Maddison will be presenting 
and sharing her art with us. Marilyn is a Photographic Explorer with 
a passion for the abstract and ice photography. Essex Art League, 
a nonprofit, meets the first Thursday of the month, 9:00 – 11:00 
AM at the Essex Junction First Congregational Church, 139 Main 
St. A short business meeting is followed by social time complete 
with coffee and baked goods, followed by an artist’s 90-minute 
presentation. We invite you to be our guest on Thursday, February 
6. Our dues are a very modest at $15/year, and we hope you will 
consider becoming a member for this monthly treat. Check out our 
website: https://www.essexartleague.com/index.php!

Call to Artists for Spring Open Studio 2020 — Artists wishing 
to participate in the Jericho Underhill Open Studio Tour held on 
Memorial Day Weekend, May 23-24, are invited to contact Dianne 
Shullenberger, vtdianne@hotmail.com, 899-4993, or Emilie 
Alexander, ealexander22@yahoo.com, 899-3211. The Jericho 
Underhill Tour is part of the Vermont Crafts Council annual Open 
Studio Weekend, which provides a venue for the public to meet 
artists all over the state, primarily in their places of work. There 
is a participation fee of $20, which covers advertising materials. 
The Jericho Underhill Tour provides additional promotion for the 
artists in this area, with the Emile A Gruppe Gallery serving as 
headquarters for the public to get maps for both the state and local 
participants. The deadline for signing up is Saturday, February 29.

Announcing a community art exhibit to draw attention to the 
realities of the climate crisis. Art to express, communicate, and 
illustrate: feelings, emotions, concerns, and ideas. The exhibit 
will be shown at the Richmond Free Library and Richmond Town 
Center for the month of April 2020. Artists must support their work, 
citing a source for their inspiration (quote, need article, magazine, 
book, poem, etc.). Artists may accompany their work with a short 
paragraph or statement. We hope to have room for everyone and 
if space allows, artists may exhibit more than one piece. Most 
work must be two-dimensional or in low relief (be able to hang on 
wall). There will be some room for 3D work. For possibilities and 
limitations of 3D work, contact Judy; everyone please register your 
interest at judybbush@gmail.com. Sponsored by Radiate Art Space 
and Richmond Climate Action Committee.

Walk through the beautiful woods and gardens of unique Jericho 
artist Marcia Rosberg in a new retrospective exhibit of her paintings 
at Mount Mansfield Community Television’s studio, 35 W. Main 
St., Richmond. The exhibit will be open to the public during 
our office hours until Sunday, March 1. Stay tuned for a special 
reception and video about the artist soon. For more information and 
to check that we are open when you drop by, call 434-2550. Our 
website: MtMansfieldCtv.org.

Visions of Vermont Art Galleries in Jeffersonville is open 
Tuesday-Sunday, 11:00 AM – 6:00 PM. Hosts Jane and Terry Shaw, 
644-8183; Visions of Vermont, 100 Main St., Jeffersonville. For 
more information, visit www.VisionsofVermont.com.

Dianne Shullenberger Gallery, 228 Nashville Rd., Jericho; 899-
4993 or vtdianne@hotmail.com.

Emile A Gruppe Gallery, 22 Barber Farm Rd., Jericho; gallery hours 
Thurs.-Sun. 10:00 AM – 3:00 PM or by appointment, 899-3211.

Helen Day Art Center, 90 Pond St., Stowe. Open Tuesday-Saturday, 
10:00 AM – 5:00 PM and by appointment; 802-253-8359, www.helenday.
com.

River Arts of Morrisville Inc., 74 Pleasant Rd., Morrisville; 802-888-
1261, http://www.riverartsvt.org.

Milton Artists’ Guild Art Center & Gallery, 199 U.S. Rt. 7 South, Milton; 
open Wednesday-Saturday, 10:00 AM – 6:00 PM and Sundays, 11:00 AM 
– 3:00 PM (closed Monday and Tuesday); https://www.miltonartistsguild.
org.

HAVOC Gallery, 27 Sears Lane, Burlington; www.
HAVOCGallery.com; HAVOC@havocgallery.com or 800-639-
1868. Hours: Wednesdays, Thursdays, and Fridays, 9:00 AM – 5:00 
PM, and every first Friday, 5:00 – 8:00 PM.

Bryan Memorial Gallery, 180 Main St., Jeffersonville; 802-644-
5100; www.bryangallery.org. Gallery hours: Thursday-Sunday, 
11:00 AM – 4:00 PM, and by appointment.

MUSIC
The Westford Music Series 2020 is held Sundays at the White 

Church on the Common, 4:00 – 5:00 PM (usually). Open to the 
public; refreshments will be served. February 9: Allison and 
Cameron Steinmetz; March 15: Christine Malcolm; April 5: Patrick 
Fitzsimmons; May 3: Paul Asbell. For information, 802-279-4028.

The Charlotte Grange, 2898 Spear St., Charlotte, hosts occasional 
musical events: On Tuesday, February 18 starting at 6:30 PM will 
be the monthly Acoustic Open Mic evening — songs, tunes, stories, 
poems. Sign up by contacting Mike Walker at mjwalker@gmavt.net 
or come along on that night. First come, first served! The monthly 
events provide a fabulous opportunity to hear local performers play 
in an informal and very supportive environment. Hot cider and 
cookies provided. No admission charged, but donations welcomed! 
On Friday, February 21 starting at 6:30 PM, come for a potluck 
dinner with music by The Nells trio, and Charlotte singer and 
guitarist Hugh McBride. Bring a dish to share and enjoy dinner 
with old and new friends and neighbors. The Grange Hall has a 
stove that can be used for heating dishes and/or baking pizzas. 
No admission, but donations welcomed! On Sunday, March 8 
at 4:00 PM, Pete Sutherland and Oliver Scanlon of Pete’s Posse 
will be presenting Fiddlers of the Next Generation, a showcase of 
their current students. As well as being popular and in-demand as 
performers, Pete and Oliver are passionate educators and this event 
will provide an opportunity for some of their current students to 
share their talents and tunes with a wider audience. Hope to see you 
there! Suggested donation $10.

Altan at Flynn Space on Monday, March 2, 7:00 PM — Altan 
is an Irish folk and traditional music group, which formed in 
Gweedore, County Donegal in 1987. The popular outfit, who 
are led by the world-renowned fiddler and vocalist Mairéad Ní 
Mhaonaigh, have been driven by many critically acclaimed albums 
and a relentless touring schedule. They emerged during the 1990s 
as one of Ireland’s premiere traditional musical groups and have 
since sold millions of records worldwide. Tickets can be purchased 
at the Flynn Box Office. All tickets $37.50. 802-86-FLYNN /802-
863-5966, or flynntix.org.

THEATER/FILM
Actors needed at Northern Vermont University-Johnson — The 

performing arts department at NVU-Johnson is seeking male actors 
of color for lead and ensemble roles in the April production of the 
rock musical Hair. The deadline to inquire about an audition is 
Thursday, February 7. Unpaid roles are open for male (cisgender, 
non-binary, and transgender) actors ages 17-30, with all body types. 
Singing and acting experience are helpful but not necessary. Dance 
training is unneeded. Rehearsals at Dibden Center for the Arts on 
campus will be 6:00 – 9:00 PM, February 17-April 22. Performances 
at Dibden Center will be April 23-26. For more information or to 
schedule an audition, email Isaac.Eddy@NorthernVermont.edu.

The Underhill Conservation Commission will present films 
that share hope and inspiration for our natural world. On Tuesday, 
February 18 at Deborah Rawson Memorial Library, River Rd., 
Jericho at 7:00 PM, the second film in the series is The Biggest 
Little Farm, which chronicles the eight-year efforts of a family who 
create a harmonious life in the country. The third film, to be shown 
Thursday, March 12, 7:00 PM at the Underhill Town Hall, is Rivers 
and Tides, by Andy Goldsworthy — a visual delight that is filled 
with wonder and beauty. All three film showings are free and open 
to all. Bring a friend! For questions or more information, please 
contact Betsy Chapek, 899-4576 or echapek4@myfairpoint.net.

New 4-H Club forming
Do you know someone ages 8-18 who loves hands on learning? 

4-H may be just what your family is looking for! There will be 
an informational meeting in Richmond at 12:00 PM on Saturday, 
February 8. Stop by to learn about 4-H and find out how to 
participate. Anticipated project areas for the club include sheep, 
goat, textiles, and community service, but the possibilities are 
endless! Club meetings will be in Richmond but members may 
live in any town. Note: You do not need to own an animal to be 
a part of 4-H. Email Jill Merkel, Hestholl4@gmail.com for more 
information, or if you have questions.

Free tax prep at the Varnum Library
The Varnum Memorial Library, Jeffersonville, is sponsoring free 

tax preparation in partnership with AARP Foundation Tax-Aide to 
low and moderate income residents of any age, especially if you 
are 50 or older or can’t afford paid tax preparation. Our volunteer 
counselors are IRS trained and certified to assist you in filing 
certain tax forms and schedules, including Form 1040 as well as 
the Vermont State Tax return (including Property Tax Adjustment 
or Renter Rebate).

Appointments will be scheduled for Fridays, February 21 
and 28, March 6 (and March 13 if there is an overflow from the 
first three dates), 9:00 – 11:30 AM. To schedule an appointment, 
contact the Varnum Library, 644-2117 or thevarnum@gmail.com. 
Appointments will be first come, first served basis.

For more information or with additional questions, please contact 
Betsy Harper, 644-5691 or sparksharper@gmail.com.
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Open house at Center 
for Technology, Essex

The Center for Technology (CTE) will host their annual open 
house Saturday, February 15, 11:00 AM – 2:00 PM.

CTE’s open house is an opportunity for parents and prospective 
students to check out the wide range of technical programs offered 
by the center. Visit with program teachers in the cafeteria and 
then take a tour of the classrooms and learning labs. Learn about 
Professional Foods, Cosmetology, Health Careers, Childhood 
Education, Automotive, Forestry, Building Technology, Computer 
Animation and Web Design, Design and Creative Media, Dentistry 
and more!

There are also a series of hands-on workshops available to 
interested students in grades 8-10 who want to learn more about 
each of the programs. Workshops run from 10:00 – 11:00 AM, 
before the start of the open house. To sign up for a workshop, visit 
www.ewsd.org/cteopenhouse. Call 802-857-7250 with questions on 
workshops.

Vermont Commons School 
open house

Join the Vermont Commons School on Sunday, February 16 at 
1:00 PM for its open house, a dynamic peek at Vermont Commons 
School!

Come to meet parents and students and to learn about our inspiring 
faculty who lead in the classroom and on the trail. Learn about our 
curriculum, which utilizes collaborative, hands-on, and field-based 
teaching methodologies to develop and inspire intellectualism, 
practical skills, and pure grit.

For more details, go online to https://vermontcommons.org/
admissions/winter-open-house-february-16-2020/.

College graduates
Kolby Hanley of Cambridge, VT has earned a Bachelor of 

Science in Materials Science and Engineering from the Georgia 
Institute of Technology, Atlanta, GA.

Kelci Gibbard of Jericho, VT has graduated from Vermont 
Technical College, Randolph Center, VT with a Bachelor of Science 
in Nursing.

William Menke of Essex, VT has graduated from Vermont 
Technical College, Randolph Center, VT with an Associate of 
Applied Science in Construction Management.

Taelor Paffen of Underhill, VT has graduated from Castleton 
University, Castleton, VT with a Bachelor of Science in 
Communication.

College news
Gina Airoldi of Jericho, VT has been named to the Fall 2019 Dean’s 

List at the University of Vermont, Burlington, VT.
Jonathan Thomas Aselin of Jericho, VT has been named a 

Presidential Scholar for the Fall 2019 semester at Clarkson University, 
Potsdam, NY. Aselin is majoring in Mechanical Engineering.

Amaya Baustert of Underhill, VT has been named to the Fall 2019 
Dean’s List at Champlain College, Burlington, VT.

Molly Beatty of Jericho, VT has been named to the Fall 2019 
Dean’s List at the University of Vermont, Burlington, VT.

Devyn Beliveau-Gale of Jericho, VT has been named to the Fall 
2019 President’s List at Siena College, Loudonville, NY.

Jamie Benson of Waterbury, VT has been named to the Fall 2019 
Dean’s List at the University of Vermont, Burlington, VT.

Ella Bergin of Jericho, VT has been named to the Fall 2019 Dean’s 
List at the University of Vermont, Burlington, VT.

Brianna Borch of Jericho, VT has been named to the Fall 2019 
Dean’s List at the University of Vermont, Burlington, VT.

Caleb Brown of Westford, VT, a student in the Associate of Applied 
Science Veterinary Technology program, has been named to the Fall 
2019 Dean’s List at Vermont Technical College, Randolph Center, VT.

Mya Brown of Jericho, VT has been named to the Fall 2019 Dean’s 
List at Champlain College, Burlington, VT.

Zachary Burns of Jericho, VT has been named to the Fall 2019 
Dean’s List at the University of Hartford, West Hartford, CT.

Alexandra Cameron of Underhill, VT has been named to the Fall 
2019 Dean’s List at the University of Vermont, Burlington, VT.

Anna Chaffee of Jericho, VT has 
been named to the Fall 2019 Dean’s 
List at the University of Vermont, 
Burlington, VT.

Andrew Champlin of Jericho, 
VT has been named to the Fall 2019 
Dean’s List at Bucknell University, 
Lewisburg, PA. Champlin is a 
chemistry major in the class of 2021.

Thomas Chivers of Jericho, VT 
has been named to the Fall 2019 
Dean’s List at the University of 
Vermont, Burlington, VT.

Ella Church of Underhill, VT 
has been named to the Fall 2019 
President’s List at Plymouth State 
University, Plymouth, NH.

Heather Cleary of Jeffersonville, 
VT has been named to the Fall 2019 
Dean’s List at Vermont Technical 
College, Randolph Center, VT.

Charles K. Cobb of Westford, 
VT has been named to the Fall 
2019 Dean’s List at Colby College, 
Waterville, ME.

Leah Corbin of Underhill, VT 
has been named to the Fall 2019 
Dean’s List at the University of 
Vermont, Burlington, VT.

Jacob Crawford of Jericho, VT 
has been named to the Fall 2019 
Dean’s List at the University of 
Vermont, Burlington, VT.

Taylor Culver of Waterbury, 
VT, a student in the Bachelor of 
Science in Computer Engineering 
Technology program, has been 
named to the Fall 2019 Dean’s 
List at Vermont Technical College, 
Randolph Center, VT.

Christopher Cummings of 
Jericho, VT has been named to the 
Fall 2019 Dean’s List at Vermont 
Technical College, Randolph 
Center, VT.

Nicole Cutler of Waterbury, VT, 
a student in the Associate of Applied 
Science in Equine Studies program, 
has been named to the Fall 2019 
Dean’s List at Vermont Technical 
College, Randolph Center, VT.

Evan DeMuynck of Underhill, 
VT has been named to the Fall 2019 
Dean’s List at the University of 
Vermont, Burlington, VT.

Althea Devereux of Jericho, VT 
has been named to the Fall 2019 
Dean’s List at the University of New 
Hampshire, Durham, NH, earning 
honors and majoring in Nursing.

Isabel Dunkley of Underhill, VT 
has been named to the Fall 2019 
Dean’s List at the University of 
Vermont, Burlington, VT.

Haley Duquette of Jericho, VT, a 
student in the Associate of Science 
Nursing program, has been named to 
the Fall 2019 Dean’s List at Vermont 
Technical College, Randolph 
Center, VT.

Adam Ely of Jericho, VT 
has been named to the Fall 2019 
Dean’s List at Champlain College, 
Burlington, VT.

Mary Farmer of Westford, VT has been named to the Fall 2019 
Dean’s List at the University of Vermont, Burlington, VT.

Molly Finn of Jericho, VT has been named to the Fall 2019 Dean’s 
List at the University of New Hampshire, Durham, NH, earning high 
honors and majoring in Business Administration: Finance.

Emma Forsyth of Jericho, VT has been named to the Fall 2019 
Dean’s List at Hofstra University, Hempstead, NY.

Orin Goss of Jericho, VT, a student in the Bachelor of Science in 
Electromechanical Engineering Technology program, has been named 
to the Fall 2019 Dean’s List at Vermont Technical College, Randolph 
Center, VT.

Samuel Grandfield of Waterbury, VT has been named to the Fall 
2019 Dean’s List at Dean College, Franklin, MA.

Justin Haenel of Underhill, VT has been named to the Fall 2019 
Dean’s List at the University of Vermont, Burlington, VT.

Lindsay Hallowell of Westford, VT has been named to the Fall 
2019 Dean’s List at the University of Vermont, Burlington, VT.

Kyle M. Hekeler of Waterbury, VT has been named to the Fall 2019 
Dean’s List at Clarkson University, Potsdam, NY. Hekeler is majoring 
in Civil Engineering.

Tracy Hough of Waterbury, VT has been named to the Fall 2019 
President’s List at Champlain College, Burlington, VT.

Sam Huston of Waterbury, VT has been named to the Fall 2019 
President’s List at Champlain College, Burlington, VT.

Charlotte Ide of Jericho, VT has been named to the Fall 2019 
Dean’s List at Champlain College, Burlington, VT.

Justin Isabelle of Underhill, VT, a student in the Bachelor of 
Science in Construction Management program, has been named to the 
Fall 2019 Dean’s List at Vermont Technical College, Randolph Center, 
VT.

Ella King of Underhill, VT has been named to the Fall 2019 Dean’s 
List at the University of Vermont, Burlington, VT.

Michael Kiripolsky of Jericho, VT, a student in the Bachelor of 
Science in Business Technology and Management +2 program, has 
been named to the Fall 2019 Dean’s List at Vermont Technical College, 
Randolph Center, VT.

Michelle Lamore of Cambridge, VT, a student in the Associate of 
Applied Science Veterinary Technology program, has been named to 
the Fall 2019 Dean’s List at Vermont Technical College, Randolph 
Center, VT.

Jacob Lamoureux of Jericho, VT has been named to the Fall 2019 
Dean’s List at the University of Hartford, West Hartford, CT.

Rylee LeBourveau of Jericho, VT has been named to the Fall 2019 
Dean’s List at Clarkson University, Potsdam, NY. LeBourveau is 
majoring in Innovation and Entrepreneurship.

Evan Llewellyn of Waterbury, VT has been named to the Fall 
2019 Dean’s List at Worcester Polytechnic Institute, Worcester, MA. 
Llewellyn, a member of the class of 2022, is majoring in Computer 
Science.

Mason Maeder of Underhill, VT has been named to the Fall 2019 
Dean’s List at Clarkson University, Potsdam, NY. Maeder is majoring 
in Mechanical Engineering.

Emilie McCormack of Underhill, VT has been named to the Fall 
2019 Dean’s List at the University of Vermont, Burlington, VT.

Brennan Moreau of Jericho, VT has been named to the Fall 2019 
Dean’s List at Clarkson University, Potsdam, NY. Moreau is majoring 
in Chemical Engineering.

Anna Needler of Westford, VT has been named to the Fall 2019 
Dean’s List at Champlain College, Burlington, VT.

Liam Nelson of Underhill, VT has been named to the Fall 2019 
Dean’s List at the University of Vermont, Burlington, VT.

Clara Marie Noble of Jericho, VT has been named to the Fall 
2019 President’s List at Clemson University, Clemson, SC. Noble is 
majoring in English.

Olivia Palmer of Jericho, VT, a student in the Bachelor of Science 
program, has been named to the Fall 2019 Dean’s List at Vermont 
Technical College, Randolph Center, VT.

Ryan Parker of Cambridge, VT has been named to the Fall 2019 
Dean’s List at the University of Vermont, Burlington, VT.

Ryan Peoples of Underhill, VT has been named to the Fall 2019 
Dean’s List at the University of Vermont, Burlington, VT.

Stefan Pilo of Underhill, VT has been named to the Fall 2019 
Dean’s List at Clarkson University, Potsdam, NY. Pilo is majoring in 
Mechanical Engineering.

Rachel Rackliff of Jericho, VT has been named a Presidential 
Scholar for the Fall 2019 semester at Clarkson University, Potsdam, 
NY. Rackliff is majoring in Civil Engineering.

Shane Riddell of Jericho, VT, a student in the Bachelor of Science 
Electromechanical Engineering Technology program, has been named 
to the Fall 2019 Dean’s List at Vermont Technical College, Randolph 
Center, VT.

Madison Roberge of Underhill, VT has been named to the Fall 
2019 Dean’s List at the University of New Hampshire, Durham, NH, 
earning honors; undeclared major.

Ethan Sander of Jericho, VT has been named to the Fall 2019 
Dean’s List at the University of Vermont, Burlington, VT.

Nathan Schwartz of Jericho, VT has been named to the Fall 2019 
Dean’s List at Hofstra University, Hempstead, NY.

Ryan Semprebon of Waterbury, VT has been named to the Fall 
2019 President’s List at Plymouth State University, Plymouth, NH.

Sarah Smith of Westford, VT has been named to the Fall 2019 
Dean’s List at the University of Vermont, Burlington, VT.

Marcello Souza of Jericho, VT has been named to the Fall 2019 
Dean’s List at Seton Hall University, South Orange, NJ.

Joshua Springer of Jericho, VT has been named to the Fall 2019 
Dean’s List at the University of Vermont, Burlington, VT.

Julia Stergas of Cambridge, VT has been named to the Fall 2019 
Dean’s List at the University of New Hampshire, Durham, NH, earning 
highest honors and majoring in Sociology.

Fritz Stadtlander of Jericho, VT has been named to the Fall 2019 
Dean’s List at Champlain College, Burlington, VT.

Colby Surprenant of Waterbury, VT, a student in the Bachelor of 
Science in Renewable Energy program, has been named to the Fall 
2019 Dean’s List at Vermont Technical College, Randolph Center, VT.

Martha Toolin of Jericho Center, VT has been named to the Fall 
2019 Dean’s List at the College of Charleston Fall, Charleston, SC.

Jonah Vita of Jericho, VT has been named to the Fall 2019 Dean’s 
List at Champlain College, Burlington, VT.

Marcus Wadlington of Jeffersonville, VT has been named to the 
Fall 2019 Dean’s List at Vermont Technical College, Randolph Center, 
VT.

Colleen Wyatt of Jericho, VT has been named to the Fall 2019 
Dean’s List at Worcester Polytechnic Institute, Worcester, MA. Wyatt, 
a member of the class of 2021, is majoring in Chemical Engineering 
and Environmental Engineering.
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All Phase Property Maintenance, LLC
Sanding &

Salting Services 
24 HR 

Service

Lawn Care & Gardens, Fence Installation/Repair, Pressure Washing, Stone-Concrete
Walkways, Walls and Patios, Firewood, Light Trucking, Driveway Installation & Repair 

York raking, Brush hogging, Snow Plowing, Sanding & Salting, Electrical & much more...

Offi ce: 899-2919 - Cell: 734-8247
Stephan Griffi ths Jr. - Owner

Fully Insured                                 allphase87@email.com                            Essex, VT 05452

Residential

Commerical

HOME IMPROVEMENT

LANDSCAPING & MAINTENANCE

Business Directory 
ad Rates

3.25”x1.5”$90.00 
for 5 issues  

3.25”x3”$115.00  
for 5 issues 

3.25”x4” $175.00  
for 5 issues   

All ads must be prepaid 
prior to running. 

Email: 
mtngazette@gmavt.net 
for more information.

award winning homes
• Porches • Garages
• Bath & Kitchen Remodels
• Roofi ng • Siding
• Flooring: Hardwood & Tile
• Window & Door Replacement
• Electrical & Plumbing
• Light Painting
• Handyman Services

23 Kristie Lane
Jericho, vt 05465

www.thurgateconstructionvt.com

• Period Design Build 
• Additions
• Remodeling 
• Sun Rooms 

MisCELLanEous nEws & notEs

Friendly visiting volunteers needed
Age Well is seeking volunteers to provide regular social interaction 

and assistance to seniors in their homes. Help older Vermonters by 
providing friendly visits, grocery shopping, errands, assistance with 
medical appointments, organizing, bill paying, respite, minor home 
repairs, veterans visiting other veterans, and more. Volunteers feel 
an incredible sense of satisfaction and reward seeing the impact they 
have on those they support.

Contact our Volunteer Department at 802-662-5249 or 
volunteerservices@agewellvt.org for information. We are always 
looking for friendly visitors, senior companions, and Meals on 
Wheels drivers!

Happy New Year 
from Mount Mansfi eld Villages

Mount Mansfi eld Villages would like to wish our communities a 
happy and healthy 2020. We also want to thank everyone for your 
support during our fi rst year of operation. We currently have 32 
members and 33 volunteers in the towns of Cambridge, Jericho, 
and Underhill. We have provided services to our members ranging 
from rides to medical appointments and shopping to “friendly 
visits” and snow removal.

As Governor Scott mentioned in his State of the State address 
last week, Vermont is facing a demographic challenge with a large 
aging population. As aging Vermonters, we are proud that we can 
provide a solution to help our neighbors to continue to live in their 
homes and in our communities through Mount Mansfi eld Villages.

Let’s all grow old together and support our neighbors in Vermont.
If you would like to learn more about how to join Mount Mansfi eld 

Villages, or would like to know about volunteer opportunities, 
please visit our website www.mountmansfi eldvillages.org, or 
contact us at mountmansfi eldvillages@gmail.com or 802-858-
5381.

Meals on Wheels volunteers needed
Happiness knocks when you volunteer to deliver a meal!
Meals on Wheels provides so much more than a nutritious meal. 

The moment you knock on that door, you make a connection. It 
might be a quick hello or a conversation, but the impact lasts a 
lifetime. Not just for those receiving the meal, but for you, too. We 
need your help. Time commitment is based on your availability. 
It can vary from one day a week to two days a month (weekdays 
only). Delivery is typically from 9:30 AM – 11:00 AM.

For more information, please contact our volunteer offi ce at Age 
Well, cdewey@agewellvt.org or 802-662-5254

Calling former Cambridge High 
School staff, students

Cambridge High School operated at the site of the present 
Cambridge Elementary School from 1920-1967. CHS educated the 
Greatest Generation and their children from this corner of Lamoille 
County.

Since 2020 marks an important CHS anniversary in Cambridge, 
the CHS Alumni Association will highlight CHS history at the 
Saturday, June 6 Alumni Association Banquet. The Cambridge 
Historical Society will host a CHS History presentation at their 
September meeting.

If you are a former CHS staff member, a graduate, or were a CHS 
student during the 1967 school year, the Alumni Association is very 
interested in your memories, pictures, and stories about life at CHS.

Please contact Sue Perry, 644-2721, or Reg Wilcox, 238-5931, 
with any information you would like to share with the Alumni 
Association as they prepare for the two events noted above.

If you have ideas for or would like to work on these presentations 
please also contact Sue, or Reg.

Chainsaw Safety for Beginners
Vermont Family Forests has some great events coming up: a new 

beginner chainsaw workshop; Conserving Vermont’s Amphibians 
course; Game of Logging training; climate-resilient forests; and 
more. See more about all of these at http://familyforests.org/

And, Basic Chainsaw Use & Safety for Beginners. Designed for 
the fi rst-time saw user, this course is an excellent foundation for 
someone to attend future Game of Logging Level 1-4 trainings. 
*Workshop participants will not be felling trees.* This course is 
designed to prepare a beginner saw user with the fundamentals of 
chain safety and maintenance.

WHEN: Tuesday, April 14, 2020
WHERE: The Lands of the Watershed Center (4783 Plank Rd., 

Bristol, VT)
HOW MUCH: $200
WHAT: This course is designed to introduce the safe handling 

of the chainsaw, and to boost the confi dence level of anyone who 
has very little or no experience with a chainsaw. Being confi dent 
with using a chainsaw in the woods or on the fi rewood pile can be 
achieved with this internationally recognized program. While this 
training has shown to increase the effi ciency, production and safety 
of working with a chainsaw, it does not eliminate all hazards.

Note: This course is not part of the Game of Logging Chainsaw 
Training sequence, but is a perfect precursor to Game of Logging 
training. It is taught by the same excellent instructors (from 
Northeast Woodland Training) who teach the Game of Logging 
chainsaw training courses we offer.

This hands-on full-day course will include: Basic saw 
maintenance; starting the saw; daily engine and bar maintenance; 
chain sharpening – learn when to sharpen or change the chain; basic 
bucking and limbing techniques (the instructor will fell the trees, all 
participants will get hands-on time bucking and limbing); practice 
cutting “cookies;” challenge cutting through log but leaving bark, 
emphasizing control. 

Safety principles covered will be: understanding the reactive 
forces that need to be controlled by the operator; “Push, Pull, Kick 
back;” safe and proper body mechanics to minimize the risk of slips, 
trips, and falls when operating a saw. 

Possible review of electric chainsaws, if group interest.
For more information, contact Vermont Family Forests – info@

familyforests.org, 802-453-7728.

JETF’s annual Icicle Contest
That snow on your roof should start dripping any day now. If your 

house is properly insulated and weatherized, your icicle collection 
should be minimal, but if heat is escaping from your roof you’ll 
have an impressive array of icicles.

If that’s the case, send photos of your icicles to enerjericho@
gmail.com to be entered into the Jericho Energy Task Force’s 
annual icicle contest. On Town Meeting Day, residents will get the 
opportunity to vote on who has the most impressive array and that 
person will win a free home energy audit courtesy of the Energy 
Co-op of Vermont.

United Way of Northwest Vermont – 
Volunteer Connection Listings

By Sue Alenick, United Way Volunteer Columnist
United Way of Northwest Vermont’s mobile-friendly Volunteer 

Connection connects you to hundreds of local volunteer needs. 
Search by age, date, county, interests or causes that are important to 
you. Stay connected to community needs. Go to www.unitedwaynwvt.
galaxydigital.com or contact us, volctr@unitedwaynwvt.org or 860-
1677.

TEAM WORK! – ReSOURCE is looking for teams of volunteers 
to help them expand their store into a huge warehouse. Projects 
include disassembling and reassembling pallet racking, building 
shelving, and more. Construction experience is helpful but not 
required. Contact volunteer@resourcevt.org.

A NOVEL IDEA – Friends of the South Burlington Library is in 
need of volunteers to help staff their used bookshop and support the 
South Burlington Public Library. Two-hour shifts are available on 
Fridays and Saturdays, 10:00 AM – 12:00 PM or 12:00 – 2:00 PM. 
Tasks include opening or closing the shop, managing small cash 
transactions, sorting and shelving books, and answering customer 
questions. Work every week, once a month, whatever works for 
you! Contact fotsbpl@gmail.com.

HOSPICE TRAINING – Franklin County Home health Agency is 
signing up volunteers for its spring training course. Once the course 
is completed, volunteers can provide companionship and emotional 
support to clients and their families and may help with journaling, 
tending to light household chores, or just listening. Contact Liza 
Comiskey, 527-7531, est. 6721, or liza.comiskey@fchha.org.

PLAN THE WALK – Alzheimer’s Association is seeking 
volunteers for its Walk to End Alzheimer’s Planning Committee and 
help grow the movement to end Alzheimer’s. Committee members 
plan each event from kick-off to wrap-up and may focus on event 
production, recruiting walking teams, getting materials out into the 
community, and/or securing sponsorships. Contact Emily Vivyan, 
316-3839, Ext. 8011, or ervivyan@alz.org.

GRAPHIC DESIGN – Friends of the Fletcher Free Library is 
seeking a graphic designer to help create a tri-fold brochure to 
explain what their group is, what they do, and how to help. Color 
pallet and fonts already established, but help with text, photos, and 
other information is needed. Contact Franny Seguin, 734-1778 or 
fl etcherfriends@gmail.com.

BE A LIFELINE – Age-Well Meals on Wheels is in need of 
volunteers in Chittenden, Franklin and Grand Isle counties to deliver 
meals and provide friendly visits and safety checks for seniors 
between 9:30 – 11:30 AM on weekdays. Flexible scheduling, once 
a week, once a month, whatever works best for you. Contact Laura 
Need, 662-5254 or lneed@agewellvt.org.

Veterans Winter Arts 
and Crafts Programs

The South Burlington Veterans Center and Greenmont Farms 
Veterans Outreach Post are offering winter arts and crafts programs, 
all held on Wednesdays, 2:00 – 4:00 PM, at Greenmont Farms, Krug 
Rd., Underhill Center. To sign up for one or more of the programs, 
contact Joe Gilmond, allston.gilmond@va.gov or 802-862-1806, or 
John Connell, jc6greenmont@gmail.com. Groups may be limited, 
so please get in contact as soon as possible.

Wednesday, February 5: Origami
Wednesday, February 12: Cookie Decorating
Wednesday, February 19: Craft Stick Designs
Wednesday, February 26: Paper Mat Weaving
Wednesday, March 4: U Pick It Craft Day

VT Kinship Caregivers Guide
The idea of kinship care is not new. Relatives and friends have 

always cared for each other’s children during times of need. 
Grandparents care for their grandchildren, older siblings care for 
younger brothers and sisters, and adult friends care for their friends’ 
children.

If you’re considering caring for (or are already caring for) the 
child of a relative or friend, the Kinship Caregivers Guide can help! 
It includes information about:

• The kinship options in Vermont;
• Resources that can help;
• Special topics like health care and higher education.
Order a printed copy by contacting Vermont Kin as Parents, 802-

871-5104 or brendah.kin@comcast.net. You can also get it online at 
https://dcf.vermont.gov/sites/dcf/fi les/Adoption/Kinship-Guide.pdf.

The guide is right for you whether kinship care is through a 
formal or informal arrangement, for a short or longer period of time, 
on a temporary or permanent basis. Get a copy today!

Snowmobile safety
As part of the ongoing and continual efforts in keeping Vermont 

snowmobiling a safe and enjoyable recreational sport for all, the 
Vermont State Police would like to send the following snowmobile 
safety reminders:

TAKE A SNOWMOBILE SAFETY COURSE — Vermont law 
requires those born after July 1, 1983 who are 12 years of age 
and older to take and pass an approved snowmobile safety course 
before operating on the State Snowmobile Trail System (SSTS.) 
The Today’s Snowmobile Rider in Vermont snowmobile safety 
course is available in both a classroom setting and as an approved 
online snowmobile safety course. Both can be found by visiting 
https://vsp.vermont.gov/auxiliary/snowmobile or https://vtvast.org/
snowmobile-safety-course/.

CHECK WEATHER AND TRAIL CONDITIONS — Checking 
weather and trail conditions will assist in identifying ideal trail 
riding conditions. It can help with identifying adequate clothing 
needs for the ride, or even planning your ride for another day.

CONDUCT A SAFETY CHECK ON YOUR SNOWMOBILE — 
Inspect your snowmobile before heading out on the trails. Having 
a small tool kit and spare parts can help avoid a breakdown that 
might cut your ride short. Check fuel, oil, and drive belt, etc., before 
taking off.

WEAR APPROPRIATE CLOTHES AND PROTECTIVE GEAR 
— Staying warm will make your ride more enjoyable and safer. 
Appropriate clothing (such as insulated bibs and a coat) along 
with dressing in layers will provide the most protection against the 
elements. Polyester blends assist in wicking any moisture away 
from your body. Avoid cotton, as it can freeze should it become 
damp or wet. Wear goggles or a face shield if you do not have a 
full-face helmet. Vermont law requires riders wear a Department 
of Transportation (DOT) approved helmet. Whether you are driver 
or passenger, a DOT helmet is required. Hockey-style or other 
sporting helmets for young children are not legal and do not provide 
adequate protection.

FIRST AID KIT — A basic fi rst aid kit should contain items such 
as waterproof matches, bandages, tourniquet, fl ashlight, compass, 
map, and blanket, etc.

BRING A FRIEND / FILE A PLAN — Snowmobiling with a friend 
is a safe and enjoyable way to ride Vermont’s SSTS. Have someone 
with you who will assist you should you suffer a breakdown, or get 
involved in a collision. You should always tell someone where you 
are going and when you should be expected to return.

SAFE OPERATION — Always operate in a safe and controlled 
manner. Use caution and drive at a reduced speed, particularly 
while maneuvering hills and corners.

Do not operate while impaired. Alcohol and drug consumption 
increase your risk of injuries and fatalities while snowmobiling. 
Remember, if you feel different, you drive different.

Avoid frozen bodies of water. Vermont has experienced unstable 
temperatures, creating very hazardous and unpredictable ice. No ice 
is safe ice, and ice should be avoided while riding a snowmobile.

“Hands On For Safety” is a safe method of operating your 
snowmobile. The use of hand signals for noting riding numbers in 
a group, or simply waving hello to another rider, are discouraged. 
One can never predict another rider or group of riders coming up 
on another group. Hand signals in this situation can potentially 
be misleading. Riders should always assume an encounter with a 
rider from the opposite direction and should keep their hands on 
the handlebars.

RESPECT THE TRAILS — Off-trail riding or riding after dark are 
some of the leading causes of trail closures. The SSTS is operated 
on mostly private lands, generously opened by landowners during 
the snowmobile season. Please respect the landowners and these 
trails to ensure a lasting trail system.

Have an enjoyable and safe snowmobile season.
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“This was more than 
just a physical 

therapy experience. 

This was family. 

They are amazing, 

compassionate and 

more than 

knowledgeable. 

They gave me my 

life back! I will miss 

them immensely.” 

- Andre Spalding 

On Tuesday, February 25 at 1:00 PM at Faith United Methodist 
Church, 899 Dorset St., S. Burlington, Red Wagon Plants owner 
Julie Rubaud will discuss what’s new and interesting, from her 
perspective, in the world of annual fl owers, vegetables, and herbs. 
While many seed companies and nurseries try to wow us with the 
latest in plant breeding, the truth is that these are often not much 
more than marketing gimmicks. Julie will share with us some of 
her favorite ways of using “old” plants in new ways and how she 
trials “new” varieties to determine which plants make the cut for 
becoming part of the Red Wagon plant list each year. There will 
be time to discuss and share participants’ favorite varieties and 
innovative uses of old favorites.                 PHOTO CONTRIBUTED

Burlington Garden Club lecture 20th annual Broomball 
Tournament February 15-16

The 20th annual adult broomball tournament will be played 
Presidents’ Day weekend, Saturday-Sunday, February 15-16 
at the Westford Ice Rink on the Common. Teams or individuals 
high school age and older can sign up by emailing LHodgetts@
gameonvt.com. Teams will play a minimum of two (2) 20-minute 
games in a double elimination tournament over the weekend.

Broomball is played on the ice with sneakers so no special 
equipment is required, though helmets and other protective gear are 
recommended. Additional information can be found on the Facebook 
Event page, https://www.facebook.com/events/469256054021358/.

Even if you can’t play you should defi nitely come check out the 
action and cheer on the teams! Concessions will be available in the 
Red Brick House throughout the tournament.

Waterfowl blinds must 
be removed on time

Waterfowl hunters who did not remove their hunting blinds 
from the waters of the state earlier must do so before Saturday, 
February 15 on Lake Champlain, or Friday, May 15 on inland 
waters, according to a reminder from the Vermont Fish & Wildlife 
Department. State law requires removal of the blinds before these 
deadlines in order to protect natural areas and to prevent boating 
accidents after the ice melts.

“Removal of the blinds and any posts that may be below the 
surface of the ice is important because of the danger they present 
when boaters are on the water in the spring,” said State Game 
Warden Colonel Jason Batchelder.

Batchelder says wardens annually record names and addresses of 
blind owners and will follow up with inspections.

Try lacrosse and get a free stick
As a recipient of U.S. Lacrosse’s 2019 TryLax grant, Northern 

Vermont Youth Lacrosse League (NVTYLL) will be hosting 
a TryLax Clinic for boys and girls, ages 6-14, who want to 
experience lacrosse for the fi rst time. Each participant receives a 
Warrior (boys) or a Brine (girls) stick and a SwaxLax ball to keep, 
as well as a one-year membership to U.S. Lacrosse. Sign up at 
https://nvtyll.org/try-lax/.

The NVTYLL TryLax Clinic will be held on Sunday, February 
16, 12:00 – 1:30 PM at the indoor turf fi eld at Sports & Fitness 
Edge, Williston, 115 Wellness Dr., Williston.

Sign-ups for Mount Mansfi eld 
Lacrosse, grades K-8

Mount Mansfi eld Boys and Girls Youth Lacrosse sign-ups will 
be held on:

• Monday, February 10, 6:00 – 8:00 PM at Browns River Middle 
School;

• Wednesday, February 12, 6:00 – 8:00 PM at Camel’s Hump 
Middle School.

The girls’ program is open to girls in grades 4-8; the boys’ 
program is open to boys in grades 3-8.

For girls, please contact Melissa at melissamutolo@live.com; for 
boys, please contact Craig Benson at craigbvt@comcast.net.

Mount Mansfi eld Tiny Sticks Lacrosse sign-ups will be held 
Monday, February 10, 6:00 – 8:00 PM at Browns River Middle 
School

The Popular Tiny Sticks program is back for 2020. Sign-ups will 
held on:

• Monday, February 10, 6:00 – 8:00 PM at Browns River Middle 
School;

• Wednesday, February 12, 6:00 – 8:00 PM at Camel’s Hump 
Middle School.

Practice will start the fi rst weekend of May.
The girls’ program is open to girls in grades K-3; the boys’ 

program is open to boys in grades K-2.
Please contact Craig Benson at craigbvt@comcast.net.

Lights on at Underhill skating rink
We now have lights at the Underhill skating rink at Moore Park 

in Underhill Center! The lights will be on until about 7:30 PM each 
night, as long as the ice is in good shape. We are hoping to have 
some pickup hockey nights soon. Come down and enjoy the rink!

Ice, fi nally! for skating in Cambridge
Finally, we got some weather that we can work with to surface 

the ice rink at the Cambridge Community Center. The ice is good 
but will be better when we do one more resurfacing.

Lights come on at 4:00 PM and go off at 9:00 PM for night 
skating. 

Skating is provided gratis by your Cambridge Area Rotary Club 
and our Cambridge Community Center. The rink is behind the 
Center.

So, fi ght that “Cabin Fever!” Don’t become “Shacky Wacky!” 
Put some warm clothes on and pull out those skates!

For more information, contact Peter Ingvoldstad, 802-793-7210.

Adult Futsal — Womens and Co-Ed
Futsal is a variant of association football (soccer) played on a hard 

court, smaller than a football (soccer) pitch, and mainly indoors. It 
features similarities to fi ve-a-side football. Futsal is played between 
two teams of fi ve players each, one of whom is the goalkeeper. Want 
to play? 

We will be playing at the Westford School gym on Monday 
evenings, 7:30 – 8:30 PM, February 10-April 6 (Adult Women’s) 
and on Tuesday evenings, 7:30 – 8:30 PM, March 4-April 26 (Co-
Ed). We will need a point person for the Co-Ed Futsal, and at least 
10 registrations. Please email if interested: recreation@westfordvt.
us.

Please send all registrations to the Westford Town Offi ce. 
Registration is $50 for each session.

Register for Browns River Little     
         League by March 27

The deadline to register for Browns River Little 
League (BRLL) baseball is Friday, March 27, or late 
fees incur. Little League is available to boys and girls in 
Jericho and Underhill ages 4-12. The child must be 12 on 
August 31; a child turning 13 anytime prior to August 31 
is not eligible for little league. Register online at www. 
brownsriverlittleleague.com. 

BRLL partners with Richmond Little League for youth 
softball: https://www.richmondarealittleleague.com. 
brownsriverlittleleague.com.


