
Mountain Gazette, November 18, 2021                                                                                            Page 1www.mountaingazetteofvermont.com

     Vol. 21   No. 10                Serving Bolton, Cambridge, Jeffersonville, Jericho, Underhill, Westford, VT            November 18, 2021

VEC powers up solar arrays in Jericho
The two new arrays developed in Jericho by Encore Renewable Energy are sited on a closed 
landfill and former gravel pit. The two new solar arrays include a 2.3MW project on the town’s 
former gravel pit (left) and a 2.2MW project on the former municipal landfill (right). The two 
projects are expected to cumulatively produce approximately 5,200,000 kilowatt hours per year, 
enough to power approximately 780 average homes in VEC territory annually. 
                                                                                 PHOTOS BY ENCORE RENEWABLE ENERGY

On Monday, November 8 there was a “Solar-bration” at the landfill site to officially open the 
solar power generation facility. Despite cloudy skies, the public address system was powered 
by the solar panels. Speakers included State Representative Trevor Squirrell, Select Board 
Chair Catherine McMains, Town Administrator John Abbott, and representatives from Vermont 
Electric Co-op, Encore, and iSun. The celebration culminated with a symbolic ribbon cutting. 
                                                                                                            PHOTO BY BERNIE PAQUETTE

By Phyl Newbeck
Special to the Mountain Gazette

It’s a win/win situation. The town of Jericho is 
getting $18,000 a year from Encore Renewable 
Energy by leasing the old landfill property for 
solar panels. The panels are part of a 2.3MWp 
solar farm with energy going to Vermont Electric 
Cooperative (VEC). An additional 2.1MWp 
solar farm project has been developed on the site 
of the gravel pit owned by the Underhill Jericho 
Fire Department (UJFD).

The town and fire department buildings are 
served by Green Mountain Power, so instead of 
getting electricity from the leasing arrangement, 
they are getting a fee. Jericho will also collect 
property taxes for the easement to the land. 
The UJFD received assistance from Encore in 
closing the Act 250 permit for the gravel pit and 
for upgrades to the access road. For Fire Chief 
Mat Champlin, the assistance on the Act 250 
permit was greatly appreciated. “We did not 
have a path forward for how we were going to 
get it closed,” he said. “They have the expertise 
on permits so working that into the lease was a 
big thing for us.” The fire department is getting 
an annual rental fee of $1500 per acre, which 
should lessen the burden on taxpayers for 
property maintenance.

The installation of the two solar farms helps 
Jericho move toward meeting state, county, and 
town energy goals, including the town goal of 
increasing Jericho’s capacity to generate up to 
25,000 MWh of additional renewable energy 
by 2050. According to Select Board Chair 
Catherine McMains, the only costs to the town 
were legal fees and staff time to send out the 
RFP and review the contract language. Both the 
town and the fire department signed 25-year 
leases with Encore. The fire department has the 
option of two five-year extensions. The contract 
with the town says that Encore is responsible for 
removing the panels at the end of the lease, but 
there is also an option for the town to purchase 
the panels at market value as determined by two 
qualified estimators.

Chad Farrell, founder and CEO of Encore 
Energy, said his company specializes in what 
he described as turning brownfields to bright 
fields. “We got a lease option on the landfill 
site,” he said, “and we were able to engage with 
Vermont Electric Co-op which had an interest 
in solar projects in this portion of their service 
territory.” Farrell explained that Vermont has 
a renewable energy standard which requires 
utilities to procure an increasing percentage of 
renewable energy for their portfolios or face 

penalties. “It’s a carrot-and-stick approach for 
them to continue the transition to renewable 
energy,” he said.

Farrell noted that Jericho is one of VEC’s 
“load centers” because, despite its largely 
rural, spread-out customer base, it has one of 
the highest densities of VEC coverage. “We 
lose efficiency when we transmit electricity 
long distances over transmission lines,” Farrell 
said. “It’s always of interest to utilities to site 
close to load.” While working with the town 
on the landfill, Encore also began talks with 
the fire department on their gravel pit. “Having 
those conversations begin to happen on a more 
concurrent basis was helpful,” Farrell said.

Farrell said Encore generally needs to 
improve access roads to expedite the delivery 
of thousands of panels and steel racking, which 
usually arrive on large semis. In the case of the 
gravel pit there was already an access road, but 
Encore helped make it more suitable for the 
required heavier traffic. “When these projects 
get built, the grid gets improved,” Farrell said. 
“We had to bolster distribution lines in both 
locations. That’s several thousands of dollars 
in upgrades that VEC customers won’t have to 
pay.” Encore also devoted staff time and $2000 
to reroute a Mobbs Farm trail that was taken 
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over by the solar field. Farrell said they intend 
to keep vegetation from shadowing the panels 
either through pollinator plants or grazing 
sheep.

The landfill project may eventually include 
a stand-alone 4MW/8MWh lithium-ion battery 
storage facility but that is still in the planning 
stage. “The battery would be all about load 
shifting,” Farrell said. “Larger megawatt 
projects should be paired with batteries to level 
out the distribution fields. Storage will become 
more important as we continue to deploy the 
massive amounts of renewal energy.”

In Farrell’s view, these projects are a net gain 
for everyone. “There is no higher and better 
use for a capped landfill than a solar project,” 
he said. “You can’t put buildings there. It’s a 
compelling and safe reuse of the site.” While the 
gravel pit was a somewhat different scenario, 
Farrell described it as a denuded site with 
virtually no redevelopment value. “You need a 
decent amount of land to produce an appreciable 
amount of energy,” he said. “Greenfield land can 
be used for housing, agriculture, conservation, 
and recreation so when we use brownfields, 
we’re actually preserving greenfield land. We’re 
always looking for opportunities like this.”

Two new solar farms bring clean 
energy and money to Jericho

Have a safe and happy 
Hanukkah and Thanksgiving.

Be mindful of the continuing spread of Covid-19.
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COMING EVENTSWORSHIP SERVICES

• 10 LED bulbs (40 / 60 / 75 watt equivalents)

• Low-flow showerhead

• Kitchen faucet aerator

• Bathroom faucet aerator

Want to save energy and reduce your carbon footprint at home?  

Get a free kit full of efficient lighting and water-saving devices:

*Subject to availability and eligibility.

* 

Sign up today: efficiencyvermont.com/kits

efficiencyvermont.com/kits  
(888) 921-5990

LIMITED TIME OFFER:

FREE Energy 
Savings Kit

$34 
value!

Friday-Saturday, November 19-20
Ski, Ride, and Winter Gear Sale, 7:00 – 9:00 PM Friday, 

9:00 AM – 3:00 PM Saturday, Cambridge Community Center, 
Cambridge. Sponsored by the Cambridge Area Rotary, in 
support of the Cambridge Elementary’s Winter Wellness Days 
program. New and used sports equipment and soft goods are 
available for purchase from local vendors such as Power Play 
Sports, Norski, and Pinnacle Ski & Sports, as well as from 
individual consignors. Consignment drop is Friday, 5:00 – 7:00 
PM; instructions at https://portal.clubrunner.ca/4785/page/ski-
ride-and-winter-sports-sale or contact Nanci Lepsic, 802-343-
2372 or lepsicslodge@gmail.com. Attendees are requested to 
wear a face mask, regardless of vaccination status, while in the 
Cambridge Community Center.

Saturday, November 20
Annual Craft Bake and Vendor Sale, 9:00 AM – 2:00 PM, 

Pleasant St., Morrisville. Proceeds benefit Lamoile The County 
VFW Auxiliary Post 9653. Soup and sandwiches available.

Sunday, November 21
Burlington’s Lost Mural & Little Jerusalem, 2:00 PM, on 

Zoom. Jeff Potash and Aaron Goldburg discuss the Lost Mural 
and Burlington’s Little Jerusalem. This Chittenden County 
Historical Society Program talk will focus on the creation of 
the mural, which was commissioned in 1910 by the Chai Adam 
congregation in Burlington’s “Little Jerusalem” neighborhood, 
and its rescue in 2015. It is now installed in the lobby of the 
current Ohavi Zedek synagogue. Visit the CCHS website (http://
cchsvt.org/) to register for this event. An email will be sent with 
the login in numbers.

Saturday-Sunday, November 27-28
Holiday Makers Market, 10:00 AM – 3:00 PM both days, 

the Visions of Vermont Fine Art Gallery and the Swish Clothing 
Boutique, Jeffersonville. Sponsored by Cambridge Small 
Business Saturday Festival.

Saturday, December 4
Westford PTO Craft Fair, 9:00 AM – 2:00 PM, Red Brick 

Meeting House, Westford Common.
Wednesday, December 8
Lions Club Blood Drive, 1:00 – 6:00 PM, Covenant 

Community Church, 1 Whitcomb Meadows Lane, Essex 
Junction. The Red Cross is still experiencing a severe shortage 
of blood, so please consider giving the gift of life this holiday 
season. You can schedule an appointment at https://www.
redcrossblood.org/.

Take a poll and enter 
a “sweet” drawing

By Angelike A. Contis, MMCTV
Please take a quick viewer poll online for Mount Mansfield 

Community TV (MMCTV) at http://mtmansfieldctv.org and be in 
the running for a gift certificate to Sweet Simone’s in Richmond!

Whether you are regular viewer on our Comcast Cable 
Channels 1076 and 1086 or have only occasionally watched 
our videos on-demand online, your feedback is vital to helping 
our small non-profit organization serve Jericho, Richmond, and 
Underhill better.

Virtual services at MMUUF
Sunday services at the Mount Mansfield Unitarian Universalist 

Fellowship are held at 9:30 AM on the second and fourth Sundays 
of each month, September-June. Services are led by members 
of the fellowship and by invited guest speakers, including 
visiting UU ministers and leaders of other faiths. Each service 
explores a different topic. Sunday, November 28, 9:30 AM: Tikun 
Olam: Sparking Change by Listening to Our Youth with Beth 
Esmond. Many holidays are converging as we end the month 
of November. This service also occurs the morning before the 
first night of Hannukah, when we not only light candles but also 
think about the Jewish principle of Tikun Olam — healing the 
world by seeking out and releasing the sparks of goodness within 
us all. We will watch clips from the film Listen Up Project, an 
original musical inspired, created, and performed by Vermont 
teens. December 12: Rick Castillo. December 24: Christmas Eve 
Service. January 9: Gaye Symington. February 13: Sarah Ward. 
Worship, reflect, and sustain one another, within an inclusive 
spiritual community, built on values of honoring and affirming 
the worth of every person, striving for justice, participating in the 
world community, and respecting the natural web of existence. 
Services will be exclusively held over Zoom; please contact 
info@mmuuf.org or 802-899-2558 for how to join. Located at 
195 VT Rt. 15, Jericho. Learn more at www.mmuuf.org and www.
uua.org.

Jericho United Methodist Church
Jericho United Methodist Church welcomes you to grow in 

Christ with us. We hold dear the United Methodist Church’s 
motto: “Open doors. Open Hearts. Open Minds.” We recognize 
that our faith journeys are all unique, just as we as individuals are 
all unique. Know that whoever you are, whatever you do, you are 
welcome here. We believe that we grow together or not at all. All 
are welcome! Join us Sundays at 10:00 AM. There will be music, 
prayer and message from our pastor, Rev. Taeseob Cho. Please 
contact Rev. Cho at the church phone number, 802-899-4288, 
or his email, umccho@gmail.com. Located next to the Jericho 
Town Hall on VT Rt. 15.

United Church of Underhill
The United Church of Underhill is an active, vibrant 

congregation. We are young and old; single, couples, and 
families; believers, questioners, and questioning believers. All 
are welcome. Some people think of us as the Harvest Market 
Church or the Clutter Barn Church. We gather to worship 
together every Sunday morning at 10:00 AM. Our service is 
traditional but lively, with music, a children’s sermon, and much 
more. For instructions on joining worship from home, please 
see https://unitedchurchofunderhill.com/joining-worship-from-
home/. We provide many opportunities for worship, fellowship, 
and service, but we also welcome you to come in, be still, and 
contemplate your faith. Located at 7 Park St., Underhill. Pastor’s 
office (with voicemail) 802-899-1722; church secretary, Tuesday 
and Wednesday 11:30 AM – 2:30 PM (no voicemail) 802-899-
4583.

Online church services 
in Jeffersonville, Waterville

By Rev. Devon Thomas
The Second Congregational Church in Jeffersonville and the 

Waterville Union Church would like to invite all who feel called to 
join us for our online church services, Sundays at 10:30 AM. We 
are now having weekly Zoom services and any who would like to 
watch can do so via our Facebook pages. So, as we like to say at 
the church: know that no matter who you are or where you are in 
life’s journey, you are welcome at our church; or in this case, our 
web-space! https://www.facebook.com/watervilleunionchurch or 
https://www.facebook.com/SecondCongregationalUCC

Jericho Congregational Church 
is here to help

The COVID-19 pandemic has affected our lives in numerous 
ways that we never could have imagined. Many of us are now 
working from home, home schooling, and in some cases, 
separated from those we care deeply about. We at Jericho 
Congregational Church want you to know that we are here for 
you during this unsettling time. If you need a listening ear or 
someone to pray with about any of the impacts of this crisis, 
please contact us at 802-858-5452 or jcchelps@gmail.com. You 
are not alone, and we are here to help.

All are welcome 
at Good Shepherd, Jericho

You are invited to worship at Good Shepherd Church on VT 
Rt. 15 at 9:00 AM every Sunday. There are varied musical styles 
in worship services, including Folk, Contemporary, Celtic, Latin 
American, and traditional. The building is accessible — all are 
welcome! In addition, online offerings include Monday evening 
Lectio Divina, Tuesday Vespers, and Centering Prayer on Friday 
mornings. Good Shepherd also hosts offers the monthly online 
Racism in America Forum. Access information and more about 
the church is at Goodshepherdjericho.org. We are an open-
minded Christian community with a focus on social justice 
issues, where people from different faith traditions, along with 
those who aren’t sure where they belong or what they believe, 
seek the support of a spiritual home. We welcome you in the 
name and love of Christ. Contact Pastor Arnold Isidore Thomas 
for more information at 802-503-9666 or pastorthomas@
goodshepherdjericho.org.

Calvary Episcopal Church
Calvary Episcopal Church now worships in person at the 

church on Sundays at 9:30 AM. Calvary Episcopal Church is a 
welcoming, caring, Christian community called to live the Gospel 
of Jesus Christ, grow our spiritual gifts, and serve our neighbors. 
Calvary is located at 370 VT Rt. 15, Jericho; Calvary has a new 
phone number: 802-899-0453. All are warmly welcome!
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COMMUNITY COLUMNS

A cursive essay for November
By Sue Kusserow

Special to the Mountain Gazette
Essays are a chance to express one’s beliefs, one’s feelings 

and thoughts… openly and with dangling biases. But there is a 
requirement in this writing: a concomitant obligation to explain 
how one arrived at a particular conclusion. There is an obligation 
to explain — sometimes rationally, sometimes questioning, but 
always with a strong current of curiosity — how a writer arrives 
at this conclusion. What triggers certain reactions? What old 
words can be used in a new way? So, as I state my feelings I 
need to try and find how I got there. The challenge of an essay 
is to convince others that there may be another side to an issue. 
(Usually more than one!) Essayists use their writing abilities to 
argue for their own peace of mind.

So, can I debate and explain why November is not my favorite 
month? It starts nicely enough. October is not far behind and there 
are some Indian Summer days that can rival any September ones. 
A few leaves still drift down from the shivering maples. And a 
breeze gentles their tipsy flight until they land in a confused pile 
at the edge of the garden fencing. The sun has very little to help 
assist in growth now, except for the Aspen, which uses its bark 
to continue to photosynthesize (notice its greenish hue in late 
autumn). The sun seems a little sleepier, somewhat wan. And it 
certainly fades earlier, blending into a roseate sky, which quickly 
fades.

November also starts with a man-made edict, that was perhaps 
once useful, but seems antiquated now: the switch back to 
Eastern Standard Time. We change our sleeping patterns, our 
train timetables, our breakfast menu. Our dogs have to adjust too, 
and if it were only for mealtimes, they would pay little attention.

The wonderful replay of Indian Summer soon senses the error 
of its ways and morphs into true November: a nip is added to 
the breeze (we call it wind now), the hills wear a light flutter of 
snow, and the garden — once cheery with Zinnias and Dahlias 
— is black and oozing dead juices to provide cover for Robert’s 
spring tulip bulbs. The grapes take advantage of the first frost, to 
sweeten their deep purple skins, ready for grape conserve.

But these halcyon days weaken my argument against 
November. I still mourn for the loss of summer. Summer clothes 
dragged out of the “off-season” drawer for a sunny fall day are 
now re-packed for next year. The new catalogues are loaded 
with holly and smiling children. The men are bushy-chinned and 
smiling vigorously above a Fair Isle sweater. Long johns are now 
called leggings, and become not only attractive, but essential 
to a walk in the woods. With the leaves drifting down in small 
gestures of a pirouette, there are new vistas for each walk... hills 
that were hidden in summer.

Beech and Oak (mainly the younger trees) are the only 
deciduous trees that hold on to the warm ambers and tans of 
summer. Occasionally you notice a glowing-yellow tree often 
surrounded (for perfect contrast) by the deep blue-green of 
spruce. These are Larch, called Hackmatack by the Algonquin. 
It holds its needles long after the first rushes of color, and adds a 
last spot of brilliant yellow.

November ends with rejoicing, called Thanksgiving, lessened 
at times by the mildly exaggerated good-will theme. As we 
struggle in the kitchen for the perfect apple pie, we tend to forget 
that the word and the holiday begin with Thanks. We gather 
together in a rare opportunity to humbly praise others, and in 
doing so, can give ourselves due credit for our reaching out to 
others. Holding a door open, waving at a biker, smiling through 
a mask, touching a shoulder when tears come. Warmed with 
harvest wine, we watch the gibbous moon crest the top of Mount 
Mansfield. These homilies are not confessionals, but rejoicings. 
We have an opportunity to hear a eulogy while we are still alive: 
who we are, where we have been, and where we are going. And 
we know that there are enough of us, with such small kindnesses, 
that they hypertrophy into a wonderful tribute to our moral 
underpinnings.

The first part of November is longing for leaves to take their 
time to fall, for sun to dip into the pond and ride the ripples of 
a Mallard, heading for the shore. We long to go back to warmer 
days and denuded trees whose now-quiet-job is to catch the light 
in their branches.

The last part of November is hope — for the hills to catch the 
soft purples in their branches, for our getting used to faith, which 
is a powerful and often unrecognized form of hope. We can feel 
our minds releasing winter; we count minutes of sunlight, and at 
night we warm to the warbling glow of candlelight.

So, it seems I have talked myself right back into liking 
November. Don’t worry, I will have plenty of suggestions for 
improving January!

Our children, our future — at risk
By Bill Schubart

This September, Marian Wright Edelman, a lifelong champion 
of the wellbeing of children and the founder of the Children’s 
Defense Fund, said, “If we don’t stand up for children, then we 
don’t stand for much.”

There is a nationwide crisis in mental health among our 
young people. The American Academy of Pediatrics has called 
it a national emergency. In spite of our perceived quality of life, 
Vermont is no exception.

According to its president, Dr. John Brumsted, it’s not unusual 
for the UVM Medical Hospital Emergency Department (ED) to 
have from 10-25 people in psychiatric crisis on any given day; 
many are young people and may be there for days at a time 
waiting for inpatient care or a referral. But ED admissions are 
only one indicator and don’t adequately account for the full 
breadth of the crisis.

The sanctuary-care psychiatric infrastructure that existed 
when I was a kid in Morrisville was taken apart, for the most part, 
with good intention. I grew up under the cloud of the Waterbury 
State Asylum for the Insane, the Weeks School (also called 
“The Vermont Reform School”) in Vergennes, and the Brandon 
Training School, founded in 1915 as “The Vermont School for 
Feebleminded Children” — all threatened destinations for the 
ill-behaved among us or those who could not manage in society.

The goal when we closed the sanctuary-care institutions was 
to transfer that care, along with the money that funded them, to 
the communities. But when we closed the hospitals we never 
adequately funded the community alternatives. Today, many of 
our most vulnerable now live in tent encampments, single-room-

occupancy (SRO) motels, or prison cells.
It makes sense for mental health services to reside in our 

communities precisely because they’re managed by and 
accountable to the populations they serve. Services are personal 
yet remain confidential, and most mental illness has family and 
social context.

Of necessity, community mental health centers are providing 
services at about two-thirds of what it would cost the state to 
deliver such services simply based on comparative compensation 
scales — to the detriment of those committed to working locally.

About five years ago, local facilities began seeing serious 
workforce shortages and have become increasingly subject 
to poaching by hospitals, private pediatric offices, and school 
systems, all of which realized they must expand their services to 
include mental health counseling for the young.

Typically, a licensed master’s in social work (MSW) will go to 
work in a community setting to fulfill their three-year residential 
requirement, but then double their salary by moving to a private 
firm. Remaining in a community facility means giving up market 
compensation and requires an inordinate personal commitment 
to community wellbeing. In addition, such workers may simply 
burn out from the emotional and time commitment of caring for 
teens or adults in crisis.

In 2003, the Department of Developmental and Mental Health 
Services, now the Department of Mental Health, put into place 
the plan that established the twelve Designated Agencies around 
the State to offer services to those in need of help. They also work 
with six regional hospitals to provide psychiatric inpatient care 
when beds are available.

The mental health community’s goals are to identify and 
intervene prior to self-harm, provide rapid access to help, 
minimize stigma, manage costs, and, finally, secure ongoing 
inpatient or outpatient care. The recent media discussions 
among Olympians and media figures has helped de-stigmatize 
a condition long associated with shame. But we are far from 
supporting the infrastructure or personnel sufficient to manage 
the current crisis.

One designated special service agency is Northeastern 
Family Institute (NFI), which has ten locations around Vermont. 
NFI serves only teens 12-18 and between their two residential 
hospital-diversion facilities in S. Burlington and Brattleboro, can 
handle about a dozen kids, and they are typically full.

Their executive director, Chuck Myers Ph.D., indicated that 
the acuity of young people presenting is much higher than his 
organization has previously experienced and that their current 
funding is inadequate, both for operations and staffing to fulfill 
their mission.

More typically, the Department of Mental Health designates 
one Designated Agency in each geographic region of the state to 
provide the Department’s mental health programs for adults and 
children, whereas NFI and Pathways Vermont operate outside 
designated areas.

Designated Agencies have a statutory responsibility to meet 
the developmental and mental health service needs of their region 
consistent with available funding. These non-profits receive the 
state’s “designated” status in exchange for taking “all comers.” 
But there is no commensurate guarantee of legislative funding to 
achieve this goal.

What’s causing this spike in psychiatric need among our 
young (and btw, it’s growing across all age sectors)? There are 
several reasons that have become apparent.

The pandemic necessitated remote learning, depriving kids 
of their vital personal connections in school. Related to this 
is the dominance of social media and its negative impact on 
interpersonal relationships among the young. Young people 
spend as much as four to eight hours a day looking at screens 
and often judge themselves against “influencers” and peers 
with whom they have no personal connection. The increase in 
depression, anxiety, eating disorders, self-harm, and suicidal 
ideation often begins online. Time is a zero-sum game, and on-
screen time takes away from sleep time, time with family and 
friends, and time in nature, all of which are known to be healing 
influences.

Also mentioned is what we used to call in the 1960s “existential 
dread,” a general sense that conditions are deteriorating, whether 
community, environmental, social-economic, or geo-political. 
For my generation it was the specter of nuclear annihilation.

There’s also an evident shift in the social contract between 
our government and its citizenry. By design government is meant 
to be an element around which diverse people rally. The role 
of government and politicians is to instill unity of purpose and 
action. But in recent decades, some elected officials have begun 
to use their power and position to sow discord among us, dividing 
us on countless issues from the efficacy of protective masks and 
vaccines to trust in election results, race relations, immigration, 
family planning, educational curriculum, and environmental 
stewardship.

The final driver is the decline of family and community. 
Nuclear, multi-generational families, while not a prerequisite 
for raising healthy children, nor a guarantee of good parenting, 
have nevertheless been an important element in wellbeing, as 
have churches, granges, schools, community sports teams, and 
gathering places like the soda fountains I knew as a child.

We tend to look at the cost of caring for our children through 
a healthcare lens, but the cost of the current mental health crisis 
in our schools is becoming significant, according to several 
superintendents. Across the state, special education alone now 
exceeds the cost of basic education, and the total for the state 
was reported to be $683,059,100 in 2019. Some superintendents 
report having to spend as much time managing the mental health 
of their students as they do their education.

I will not recount the precipitous decline in the social 
determinants of health, about which I wrote two weeks ago, but 
will only repeat that the U.S. remains an outlier internationally 
in our support for the wellbeing of families, communities, and 
our young.

This is important precisely because of the common 
understanding among pediatric professionals dealing with the 
teen crisis that the dominant causal effects are not the common 
psychiatric diagnoses such as bipolar disorder, clinical depression, 
or schizophrenia. Instead, they’re more often attributable to 
societal and economic pressures, such as individual childhood 
trauma and toxic levels of circumstantial anxiety.

As on so many issues, the Build Back Better Initiative is 
now being used by some to further divide the nation, even as 

it includes many of the provisions that would greatly enhance 
quality of life for Americans and their children.

Our legislators must understand that without adequate funding 
and staffing, the community-based system will wither and our 
children will suffer. The massive federal infusion of capital 
headed to Vermont is an opportunity to shore up this vital 
infrastructure.

We know that upstream investments in the wellbeing of our 
kids, such as early education and childcare, intervention, and 
trauma-informed counseling pay massive benefits downstream.

If we don’t soon join the civilized world and begin to fund the 
very initiatives that decrease acute mental and physical illness, 
we will be doomed to continue to pay more than anyone else in 
the world for healthcare and get worse results.

We will also jeopardize our very future — our children and 
grandchildren.

Online mental health resources:
• Dial 2-1-1 for local mental health services
• Suicide prevention (national) 800-273-8255
• VT Peer Support line 833-888-2557 or text VT to 741741

Hear that? How loud noise 
affects children

Parents have been shouting out for hints as to how much loud 
noise is too much loud noise when it comes to their children 
listening to loud music. Well, I’ve got some information I hope 
you will hear loud and clear.

One in six teens have noise-induced hearing loss due to not 
turning down the volume. Normal conversation is 60 decibels, 
the standard unit for measuring sound. Temporary hearing loss 
can result when the decibel level exceeds 85 for a duration of 15 
minutes or sometimes less, a common occurrence when teens use 
earbuds or headsets to listen to audio devices.

Ringing in the ears or a sense that your ears are full often 
accompanies this type of hearing loss. Usually, these sensations 
go away within 12-24 hours of taking off the headphones and 
stopping the loud noise exposure.

Permanent hearing damage can occur if this practice continues 
for longer periods day after day. This more serious damage is 
characterized by your child noticing that voices sound muffled 
and having difficulty following conversations in a noisy 
environment.

Encouraging your teens to turn the music down is the most 
practical way to help them avoid hearing damage. Some smart 
audio devices or music players now come with volume limiters. 
You might teach your children the “60%, 60-minute rule.” That 
is, listen to music or a video with ear buds at 60% of the maximum 
volume for no more than 60 minutes. You can also have your 
child ask others if they can hear sounds coming from the ear buds 
in their ears — if so, they need to turn the volume down to reduce 
their chance of ear damage from loud noise occurring.

If you think your child’s hearing may be a problem, do not 
hesitate to have it tested by their health care professional to see if 
referral to a hearing specialist is indicated.

Hopefully, this sound advice will help you protect your child’s 
hearing from loud noise exposure.

Lewis First, MD, is Chief of Pediatrics at UVM Children’s 
Hospital and Chair of the Department of Pediatrics at the UVM’s 
Larner College of Medicine.

Less waste, less harm, 
and less danger

Recycling batteries results in less waste, less harm, and less 
danger. So do your part in protecting yourself and those around 
you. Not sure where to start? Find out how and where you can 
safely recycle your used batteries — go online to https://www.
call2recycle.org/locator/.

If your battery is damaged, defective, or part of a recall, 
please DO NOT drop-off at participating collection locations. 
Contact customerservice@call2recycle.org to arrange for special 
handling options.
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Art from the Heart is seeking artistic volunteers to help create 
line art postcards based around the word “breathe” for hospital 
staff. We’re also looking for help at the BCA Center on Tuesdays 
from 2:30 – 5:30 PM making creative art kits for people at the 
UVM Medical Center & Children’s Hospital. Reach out to 
coordinator Rebecca Schwarz (rschwarz@burlingtoncityarts.
org) if you’re interested!                PHOTO CONTRIBUTED

Next Lions blood drive: 
December 8 at Covenant Church

The Jericho-Underhill Lions Club will be hosting a Blood 
Drive on Wednesday, December 8, from 1:00 – 6:00 PM, at the 
Covenant Community Church, 1 Whitcomb Meadows Lane, 
Essex Junction.

The Red Cross is still experiencing a severe shortage of blood, 
so please consider giving the gift of life this holiday season.

You can schedule an appointment at https://www.
redcrossblood.org/.

Let’s all be grateful 
for these healthy habits

At this time of year, I find myself saying thanks for a lot of 
things. For example, I want to thank all who have supported my 
First with Kids tips over the years. I am thankful my segments 
have actually been on the air and in newspapers for over 26 
years. But even more importantly, I want to thank children who 
have parents that have set great examples for them by doing such 
things as:

• wearing seat belts and bike helmets and insisting their 
children do likewise;

• not smoking or at least trying not to expose their children to 
the risks of passive or second-hand tobacco smoke;

• reading to their children every night or having their children 
read to them;

• keeping their child’s scheduled appointments with doctors 
and dentists so that immunizations and other health screenings 
are on schedule;

• safety proofing and re-inspecting their homes for injury and 
fire prevention on a regular basis;

• putting their babies to sleep on their backs rather than their 
stomachs to reduce the risk of sudden unexpected infant death;

• getting immunized against COVID-19 and getting your 
children immunized as well when they are eligible to receive 
the vaccine so this pandemic can finally end and not continue to 
surge in this country or around the world. 

I also hope that all children will be thankful at this time of year 
for what they have, such as family, friends, teachers, food to eat, 
and clothes to wear, and think about ways of helping others who 
may not be as fortunate at this time of year.

Finally, I hope that everyone will remember that improving 
the health of your children is a Thanksgiving feast unto itself and 
something for which we can all be thankful.

Lewis First, MD, is Chief of Pediatrics at UVM Children’s 
Hospital and Chair of the Department of Pediatrics at the UVM’s 
Larner College of Medicine.

The series finale 
of Butler Road in Underhill
To the Editor,

After 21 seasons, we are excited to bring this enthralling saga 
to a close. The Selectboard has notified us that it is in the interest 
of the community to discontinue the lost portion of Butler Road 
that divides our farm. We could not have done it without the 
support of our neighbors and community! Many of you went 
out of your way to support our request and we are very grateful. 
We appreciate this Selectboard taking the time and energy to dot 
the “i”s and cross the “t”s to make sure it has been discontinued 
properly.

A special thank you goes out to the town administrator Brad 
Holden, who prepared a thoroughly informative and historical 
presentation for the Selectboard hearing on Butler Road and has 
been very helpful throughout this process.

We hope to see you all on Maple Open House Weekend this 
spring. You’ll find our sugar house at the *end* of Butler Road. 
:-)

Natalie Coughlin
Underhill

CCC bus drop off: 
don’t pass busses
To the Editor,

Each morning, I see parent after parent break the law and 
pass the buses in the parking lot of the Cambridge Community 
Center while they have their red flashing lights on. I’ve asked 
for clarification from the school administrators as to what our 
responsibilities are. The short answer: show up on time or wait 
until the buses turn their lights off.

Parents are disregarding this law designed to keep our children 
safe. This law was written by my parents and lawmakers after 
my sister was killed crossing the road to get on the bus in 1973. 
And while my personal experience certainly is triggered by those 
who ignore the law, I also feel it’s my responsibility to help the 
community members understand the law, for Karen’s sake. 

Those of you who think they should be passing cars that are 
abiding by the law are callously and selfishly being unsafe. 
Mornings can be hard, especially with teens and tweens. But that 
doesn’t mean we have the right to be unsafe, even if it is in a 
parking lot. I’ve found myself thinking it’s okay to turn around, 
only to be reprimanded by the bus drivers and reported to the 
state. Each of those buses is recording our movements around 
the buses and I’ve been told that this footage is reviewed and 
reported.

“One of the biggest complaints I hear from my drivers and 
other school bus drivers is cars passing school busses and 
everybody in a hurry. We live in an extremely busy world and 
I, as I’m sure most people, do not want anything to happen to 
any child. We have had to send in reports for cars passing school 
busses with their red lights on at the Community Center. None 
of this is ideal for anyone, parents or school employees. I’m in 
hopes we can get back to normal sooner rather than later.” — 
from Lisa Lehouillier, bus coordinator for Cambridge.

Please. If you aren’t able to get your child to the CCC prior to 
the busses’ arrival, then let your child off and wait for your time to 
leave AFTER the bus lights have gone off. Perhaps leave enough 
room in the driveway to make a three-point turn as to avoid the 
buses. Don’t pass cars that are waiting. Don’t leave your parking 
spot if you’ve found yourself stuck behind the buses picking up.

We are all important and have places to go, but none of us is 
more important than anyone else or the safety of our children.

Respectfully,
Kim Chait

Cambridge

Ravens and crows are different
To the Editor,

An article in the recent issue (Mountain Gazette, November 
4, 2021) seems to say that there’s no genetic difference between 
crows and ravens. It might be just an unclear sentence but, if 
that’s what the author meant, it’s absolutely untrue! Both birds 
are corvids, a family that also includes jays — but they aren’t 
the same species. Crows are highly social creatures; ravens 
tend to be seen singly or in pairs. Their calls are different, they 
prefer different kinds of habitats, they fly differently, and they 
look different. Ravens’ bills are covered almost half-way with 
whiskery feathers, their necks are shaggier, and their tails are 
shaped differently. (The article is correct in saying we can’t 
accurately say “bigger ones are ravens, smaller ones are crows” 
— their sizes can overlap.)

There are several species of crows world wide, with two in 
the U.S. (American Crow and Fish Crow) and at least a dozen 
kinds of ravens worldwide, with two here in the U.S. (Common 
Raven and Chihuahuan). Wherever they’re found, crows and 
ravens don’t socialize or interbreed, and there aren’t any well-
documented cases of hybridization.

Thanks for your attention.
Maeve Kim

Jericho Center
(The information in the November 4 Gazette is from an article in 
the October 2021 National Audubon Society Newsletter, which 
states “…crows and ravens are all members of the same genus, 
Corvus. There are more than 40 different species in the genus.”)

Westford’s 1705 property: 
swimming hole or cellar holes?
To the Editor,

There seems to be a belief that “doing nothing” will keep our 
Town Common the way it is. Unfortunately, time and experience 
both show that this is not the case — maintaining what makes a 
community special takes work.

Some of you may recall that there used to be two stores next 
door in Cambridge Village. When my father and I would go 
fishing on Lake Eden, he would always stop at the store on North 
Main Street to buy bait and coffee. By the mid-2000s, that store 
was no longer viable due to a variety of factors that kept it from 
adapting to the changing economy.

Today, all that is left of that memory is a cellar hole overgrown 
with weeds. Our community deserves better than that.

Westford loves its historic buildings and has dedicated 
volunteers working to preserve them. Enosburg, Bellows Falls, 
and Hyde Park also love their historic buildings and have 
dedicated volunteers working to preserve them — but in the 
last year alone, each community has lost one of their iconic 
buildings because they did not have viable ways to reuse them. 
Our community deserves better than that.

In my professional life, I help to manage the Lamoille County 
brownfields program. There are many old service and repair 
stations that are sitting empty because they do not have viable 
plans to remediate contaminants in the soil. Under orders from 
the State Agency of Natural Resources, some are surrounded 
by jersey barriers or six-foot chain-link fences. Our community 
deserves better than that.

But in order to get to that better future, there is some work we 
have to do first.

Westford has an opportunity to choose a better future that 
these other communities did not have. The Vermont River 
Conservancy wants to work with us to clean up the soils on the 
1705 property and create a public river access — complete with 
an accessible trail so our seniors can still enjoy the natural beauty 
of the Browns River. Due to the way Vermont’s conservation and 
brownfield cleanup funding programs are structured, “dual goal” 
efforts that address both conservation and housing needs are 
significantly more competitive. Enter Green Mountain Habitat 
for Humanity — which wants to turn an empty, former bus 
parking lot into affordable homes that open the American Dream 
of homeownership to working Vermont families.

Which would you rather see — overgrown cellar holes and 
chain link fences — or a community swimming hole and children 
playing in their front yards?

Few communities have the opportunity to make this choice. 
Let’s not miss ours.

Seth Jensen
Westford

Mount Mansfield Villages 
needs you!

Mount Mansfield Villages (MMV) is a non-profit membership 
organization served by local volunteers in Underhill, Cambridge, 
and Jericho. Our mission is to help older adults stay in their 
homes, live independently, and remain connected to their 
community.

We have a current need for more volunteers, especially drivers 
to transport our members to and from doctor appointments, 
grocery stores, and various other places. As a rural community, 
this is a vital service for our members. Other services we provide 
include computer assistance, light yard work, small in-home 
chores, friendly visits, and more.

Here’s how Lauren Lautenschlager of Jericho describes her 
volunteer experience: 

“As a volunteer for MMV over the last couple of years I have 
had the opportunity to meet and assist many wonderful people 
in my community. Some of my volunteer efforts have included 
completing new member intakes, giving rides to doctors, dentist, 
and hair appointments, and going shopping at Costco and grocery 
stores. Since I am an avid gardener, I have also done garden 
maintenance, watering, and weeding for members. I have really 
enjoyed establishing relationships with these members and have 
been rewarded with their utmost gratitude and appreciation in 
return. 

“One aspect I really like about being a volunteer for MMV 
is that I can sign up for service requests when the time and day 
works for me… that kind of flexibility is key for me being able 
to volunteer on a regular basis. 

“MMV is a very valuable resource in our community, and I 
appreciate being a part of it. As I age, I also foresee becoming a 
member myself at some point!”

For more information on volunteering for MMV, click on the 
Volunteer tab on our website http://www.mountmansfieldvillages.
org, or call us at 802-858-5381.

We look forward to introducing you to this very rewarding 
experience.

E911 address signs available 
through Richmond Rescue

By Michael Chiarella
Director of Operations, Richmond Rescue

One of our greatest frustrations during an emergency is being 
unable to find the home or business that we are looking for. By 
marking your home with a reflective address sign, you can ensure 
that ambulance, fire, police, and package delivery services can 
locate your home.

Thanks to a donation from the Ketover family, we were able 
to start a program to outfit homes with reflective address signs. 
A stipulation of this donation is that we make signs available 
at no cost to residents on Medicaid, WIC, and Dr. Dynasaur. 
For everyone else, signs are available for $10 and can be easily 
ordered and paid for online. We’ll even mount the sign to your 
wooden mailbox post for no additional fee if you live in an 
area served by our ambulance (Richmond, Huntington, Bolton, 
southern Jericho, and northern Starksboro). Head over to https://
www.richmondrescue.org/e911-signs to get yours today.

The signs are 14-gauge aluminum and coated in 3M high 
intensity prismatic green sheeting. They are either 6x12” or 
6x18” depending on the length and orientation of the number, 
and are pre-drilled for mounting. The numbers are also reflective 
and 3” tall. Mounting screws are included for mounting on wood.

Landlords or anyone else with a challenging marking situation 
can get in touch with me and we can work out the best marking 
option.

We’ve made 925 signs so far. Just another 2000 and we’ll 
have our entire service area covered.

Send your news 
to the 

Mountain Gazette 
at mtngazette@gmavt.net
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or email
mtngazette@gmavt.net

NEWS BRIEFS

Westford PC to host tours 
of community wastewater systems

Mad River Valley Wastewater System Tour, Saturday, 
November 20, 9:30 AM – 12:00 PM. Join Westford Planning 
Commission (WPC) members and systems experts to tour the 
wastewater systems serving Warren Village, Irasville, and 
Waitsfield Village in the Mad River Valley. Please RSVP by 
Thursday, November 18 to Town Planner Melissa Manka, 
planner@westfordvt.us or 802-878-4587. You can join at any 
point on the schedule: 9:30 AM: Warren Elementary School 
Parking Lot, 293 School Road, Warren touring community 
and Warren Elementary School wastewater systems; 11:00 
AM: Irasville/Waitsfield — Lawson’s Finest Liquids Parking 
Lot, Irasville Business Park and Winter Park (Lawson’s/Big 
Picture Theater) wastewater systems; 12:00 PM Tour concludes: 
wastewater committee will be eating lunch at Lawson’s and 
participants are welcome to join. More information at https://
www.westfordsfuture.com/uploads/1/3/8/4/138498261/vermont_
westford_tour-3.pdf.

Hillside Lane / North Road Wastewater Treatment Site Visit, 
Sunday, November 21, 1:00 – 2:00 PM: Join WPC to visit a 
local example of a community in-ground treatment field in 
Westford, with 16-year veteran of oversight of this neighborhood 
wastewater system R.J. Moore as well as system users/neighbors 
to answer questions. The site is located off Hillside Lane, almost 
directly across from 51 North Road. It has a 10,000 gallon per 
day capacity, comparable to the proposed system. Directions: 
going toward Milton on the Westford/Milton Road, turn left onto 
North Road, Hillside Lane will be the first left. Please don’t pull 
down Hillside Lane, instead park on North Road. Traffic cones 
will delineate parking area.

With both events, we will be following CDC COVID 
guidelines; most of the event will take place outdoors, socially 
distanced.

Underhill Selectboard’s 
November 25 meeting rescheduled

By Brad Holden, Underhill Town Administrator
The Underhill Selectboard has rescheduled two regularly 

scheduled meetings for November due to holiday conflicts. The 
Thursday, November 11 regular meeting was rescheduled to 
Wednesday, November 10.

The upcoming Thursday, November 25 regular meeting has 
been rescheduled to Monday, November 29, 6:00 PM.

Meetings will be in person at the Underhill Town Hall, 12 
Pleasant Valley Road. Remote participation options will also be 
available, on the agenda, which will be posted on the Town’s 
website prior to each meeting.

Covered bridge update 
at Mills Riverside Park 

By Livy Strong, Chair
Jericho Underhill Park District, Mills Riverside Park

Since our last update, some changes have been made. The 
massive, temporary bridge at Jericho’s Town garage will not be 
relocated at the park. The bid to move this 24-ton cement and 
iron structure came in at almost $90,000. This cost is just too 
expensive for the Jericho Underhill Park District (JUPD) to 
consider, as all funds need to be directed to the reconstruction of 
our cherished covered bridge.

The new plan is to close the bridge for about half a day. The 
company Blow and Cote Inc. was awarded the bid to remove 
the bridge roof and walls and to install safety handrails. This 
deconstruction will be accomplished before Thanksgiving. 
Handrails should be going up with no bridge closure. Please 
check our Facebook page, and Front Porch Forum for the latest 
information on what is happening, when. As mentioned, bridge 
work should only inconvenience park visitors for about half a 
day.

The next step in the reconstruction of the covered bridge will 
take place once funds are secured. The JUPD is waiting to receive 
the anticipated cost of adding a new roof and walls and possibly 
installing new abutments. It may take several years to raise the 
funds necessary through a possible bond issue and fundraising 
to complete the bridge reconstruction. The final product will be 
a covered bridge looking very much like the original one that we 
have all become familiar with. However, it will more accurately 
reflect the traditional truss construction commonly used in 
covered bridge building instead of simple wallboards with a 
corrugated metal roof.

Our covered bridge at Mills Riverside Park offers a rustic 
entrance to a spectacular property. Since the 1960s, this bridge 
has been the only way to access 216 acres of open meadow and 
forested hillside. Today, up to 460 park visitors cross this span 
daily. The goal is to make sure that the covered bridge continues 
to greet park enthusiasts for generations to come.

Please contact the Park District at jupdistrict@gmail.com or 
802-899-2693 with any questions.

Westford seeks applicants 
for Town Administrator

By Nanette Rogers, Westford Town Clerk
The Town of Westford is seeking qualified applicants for a Town 

Administrator. The Town Administrator is a highly responsible 
administrative position, supervising and coordinating the overall 
operations of the Town Office under the direct supervision of 
the Selectboard. The successful candidate will have a minimum 
of five years’ experience in a multifaceted organization with 
responsibility for planning, coordinating, and communicating 
on a wide variety of issues. An Associate Degree, with a course 
of study in public or business administration, political science, 
or equivalent subjects, is preferred. This position is an exempt 
salaried, position with benefits. Compensation commensurate 
with experience. For a complete job description go to https://
westfordvt.us/wp-content/uploads/2021/10/Town-Administrator-
Job-Description.pdf.

For consideration, please email a cover letter and resume as 
a PDF attachment, in confidence, to townadmin@westfordvt.us. 
The deadline to receive applications is Friday, November 19.

The Town of Westford is an equal opportunity employer.

Cambridge Greenway 
Path upgrades

By Laird MacDowell
Cambridge Trails Committee Chair

The 1.25 mile long Cambridge Greenway Path was built 25 
years ago and there are two major upgrades to the path taking 
place:

1. The half-mile long former railbed section of the path from 
the Brewster River bridge to the intersection with the Lamoille 
Valley Rail Trail has been widened using a harley rake, and will 
receive a new two-inch thick layer of crushed gravel to a width 
of six feet. A warning to cyclists to avoid this section until the 
new gravel has been packed in with rainfall and pedestrian use.

2. The section of the path located behind Aubuchon Hardware 
that features a long stretch of orange safety fencing (due to the 
constantly eroding riverbank) will be permanently repaired in 
2022. FEMA will fund the majority of the cost to hire a contractor 
to armor the riverbank with riprap stone, plant willow to hold the 
soil, and rebuild about 700 feet of the Greenway adjacent to a 
ten-foot buffer zone where the willow will be located.

The Cambridge Selectboard hired East Engineering from 
Hinesburg to design the riverbank erosion mitigation plan and 
that task has been completed by engineer Tyler Billingsley. The 
project is expected to go out to bid in December with a completion 
goal of early summer 2022. That section of the Greenway will 
be closed for use for about three weeks during construction and 
warnings will be posted.

ERC update on broadband 
efforts in Bolton

The focus of the Bolton Economic Resource Committee (ERC) 
since May 2020 has been on securing funding to install fiber in 
Bolton. Focusing on those who have the poorest service first, the 
ERC and Waitsfield and Champlain Valley Telecom (WCVT) 
will have secured over $270,000 in funding for the installation 
of fiber to more than 90 homes in Bolton. With the assistance of 
the Bolton Economic Resource Committee and all the neighbors 
who filled out the fiber line extension form in October 2021, we 
were able to secure $108,000 of Federal CARES Act funding to 
provide fiber to 37 neighbors in West Bolton before the end of 
this year.

With the state focused primarily on Communications Union 
Districts (CUDs), this is a monumental accomplishment 
and is one of the few funded projects in 2021 that resulted in 
fiber installations. We would also like to acknowledge two 
community volunteers who were instrumental in helping the 
ERC communicate this unique opportunity with their neighbors: 
Deb Shelby and Marcy Harding.

WCVT continues to work closely with the ERC to develop a 
town-wide plan for completing fiber to all homes in Bolton and 
presented this plan at the ERC meeting on Monday, November 8. 
The goal is to finalize this plan, then present it to the Select Board 
so the town is aligned on the plan as soon as possible.

Unfortunately, the funding process is not fully defined yet as 
the legislators decided it was necessary to create a new board 
titled the Vermont Communications Broadband Board to manage 
broadband in Vermont. This requirement has slowed down the 
process for companies like WCVT since the legislators focused 
solely on CUDs. These organizations have only existed for a 
few years and do not have the knowledge of their customer base 
like WCVT. Hopefully these guidelines will be completed soon. 
Bolton is not part of a CUD so we will be required to present a 
town-wide plan to secure funding; to complicate that, there are 
about 20 residents on the east side of Bolton that WCVT does not 
serve. However, the ERC has a plan for this so we are confident 
WCVT will be eligible for funding as soon as it is available.

When the fiber installation is all completed it will provide a 
positive economic impact, enabling home-based businesses and 
the ability to access work, education, and medical services from 
home. It will also complete the goal of providing broadband 
throughout Bolton, which was established in the 2017 Bolton 
Town Plan. The ERC and WCVT have worked together to turn 
the challenges of COVID-19 and the corresponding federal and 
state funding that was issued in response to the pandemic into a 
positive fiber push in Bolton.

If you are interested in being a part of the ERC’s work on 
broadband, please email the committee at erc@boltonvt.com. 
We welcome the support of fellow residents to help us in our 
volunteer efforts!

Westford Selectboard draft 
minutes, and general news

By Nanette Rogers
Westford Town Clerk

The draft minutes from the Wednesday, November 3 Special 
Selectboard Meeting are now available at https://westfordvt.us/
wp-content/uploads/2021/11/2021-11-03-Draft-Selectboard-
Minutes.pdf.

Dog waste bag dispenser on the Common — The Town 
noticed that there has been an increase in pet waste left on the 
Common. To help combat this, the town has installed a dog waste 
bag dispenser on the Common to keep our Common clean. Note 
that this is only a bag dispenser and is not a waste receptacle. The 
dispenser is located across from the Westford Country Store and 
Café. Please take full advantage of the provided bags and thank 
you for keeping Westford beautiful!

New Secure Drop Box — The Town Office has a new secure 
drop box! The white metal drop box is located to the left of the 
Town Office front door on the porch and is also easily accessed by 
the ramp. Drop your tax payments, dog licenses, election ballots, 
recreation payments and more here! Note that this replaces the 
old drop box slot that was to the left of the front door; please do 
not try and put items through the old slot. There is a sign over it 
to help you avoid doing so.

A Barred Owl shakes snow off its feathers. Maniacal laughter. 
Pink wings. Tree climbing. This bird has a lot going on. 
                                                       PHOTO BY SCOTT SURIANO
                                            AUDUBON PHOTOGRAPHY AWARDS

10 fun facts about the Barred Owl
A large owl of the eastern, central, and increasingly the 

northwestern United States, the Barred Owl is one of our more 
common owl species. As with most owls, the Barred is primarily 
nocturnal, but it is known to call and hunt during the day. Easily 
identified by its heavily streaked chest, round tuftless head, 
and big black eyes, the Barred Owl can be found in forested 
areas throughout its range year-round, including in more urban 
environments. Read on to learn more about this bird.

1.) If you’re out in the woods and hear someone calling “who 
cooks for you, who cooks for you all?” you’re actually hearing 
the distinctive call of the Barred Owl. If you hear what sounds 
like maniacal laughing afterward, that’s usually two Barred Owls 
performing a courtship duet. Usually.

2.) Barred Owls prefer nesting in tree hollows, but they will 
also use nests abandoned by other animals, from squirrels to 
Red-tailed Hawks, and nest boxes located in forest habitat.

3.) These hefty owls can become incredibly territorial once 
they establish a nest — and especially when they begin rearing 
chicks. Barred Owls are known to chase away intruders by 
aggressively hooting or attacking and striking with their talons. 
(There’s even a theory that a Barred Owl was the culprit in a 
famous murder case.)

4.) Barred Owls prefer mature forests that have both an 
abundance of prey and trees with cavities. Barred Owls hunt 
from a perch, where they sit and wait, scanning and listening 
for prey, and then silently swoop down when they pinpoint their 
meal.

5.) Barred Owls mostly eat small mammals like mice and 
voles, but sometimes they go fishing for crayfish and crabs. If a 
Barred Owl eats enough crayfish, the feathers under its wings can 
turn pink — just like a flamingo, which gets its pink colof from 
the high volume of shrimp in its diet.

6.) Barred Owls are largely sedentary, but in the past century 
they have gradually expanded their range. The expansion began 
west across Canada and then south into the states of the Pacific 
Northwest, reaching California by the 1980s. This poses a 
problem for the bird’s smaller cousin, the Spotted Owl, which is 
endangered and also relies on old-growth forests. Barred Owls 
force Spotted Owls from their territories and can also hybridize 
with them.

7.) Barred Owls mate for life, and they usually have a single 
clutch of two or three white eggs each year. During the incubation 
period, which lasts somewhere between 28-33 days, the female 
sits on the eggs while the male hunts for food. 

8.) After they hatch, young Barred Owls can stick around the 
nest for up to six months, which is unusual for owls. During this 
time, the young owls rarely stray far from each other and are 
often seen sitting side by side.

9.) Hatching order often determines chick size: the oldest 
of a Barred Owl clutch tends to be the largest, with the other 
chicks being progressively smaller. Adult owls can grow to an 
impressive 20” tall — big enough to terrify an unsuspecting 
person wandering in the woods.

10.) Chicks leave the nest at four to six weeks old, but they 
don’t go far: Once they leave the nest, these talented climbers 
clamber about their nest trees (or a nearby tree if they fall to 
ground), using their bill and talons to grab hold while flapping 
their wings to keep balance. At 10-12 weeks, they begin flying.

Bonus Fact! Historians believe that Harriet Tubman, an avid 
naturalist, used the Barred Owl’s call as a signal for people 
seeking to use the Underground Railroad. Depending on the call 
she used, freedom-seekers would know whether it was okay to 
come out of hiding.

Great minds discuss ideas; average 
minds discuss events; small minds 
discuss people. Eleanor Roosevelt
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Now hiring! 
 

Join our real, friendly, and fun 
team and receive a 

 

$2 / HOUR 
PREMIUM* 

 

All departments and shifts! 
 

*Currently offering a site premium for hourly positions 
applicable in Chittenden County Vermont stores only. 

Please see Store Leadership for more information.  
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                       $475.20
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Thanksgiving: 
everybody brings something

By Bernie Paquette
We are looking back over the past year or so, recognizing what 

folks in our community have given us or helped us attain.
Gourds and grapes overflowing from a roadside stand find their 

way to our back door, a note of generosity cresting the offering.
Vegetables are a staple for us all year with a rare exception 

including on Thanksgiving. The best vegetables are those grown 
from healthy soil, tended by our own hands, pollinated by insects 
who do so free of charge.

Many ingredients are in the recipe for our soil, including 
a raised bed delivered by a Jericho mason who arrives with a 
smile every time. We also purchased compost from a local farm 
(recycle and reuse locally).

We strive to improve the biological, physical, and chemical 
(pH, carbon, etc.) properties of the soil by adding used coffee 
grounds from JCS, donated wood chips from blowdowns or cuts, 
and leaves from trees all across town. Donated wood pallets frame 
our leaf collection, slowly working down to leaf litter, which will 
provide valuable nutrients to the soil. Donated compost bins also 
aid in the process. From these efforts and contributions, we get 
vegetables that are more nutrient-dense food (as we increase the 
percentage of organic matter which increases the nutrients in the 
soil).

The two bat houses on our barn, both built and donated to us, 
may well bring us bats and thereby guano to add to the recipe. 
Some of the scraps of wood donated to us went into bird boxes 
that surround our yard. The birds sing for us as we prepare the 
feast for the Thanksgiving meal.

A large owl box was donated to us as a kit we quickly put 
together with admiration at the skilled craftsman who brought it 
to us. Perhaps on Thanksgiving eve, we will hear a Barred Owl 
hooting, “Who cooks for you, Who cooks for you-all?”

Sometimes the load is just too heavy for us to carry alone. 
A loaned pickup truck carried donated cement blocks, bricks, 
pavers, and wood chips for a vegetable garden expansion. Two-
inch thick and ten-inch wide hemlock planks, locally sourced and 
milled, created our raised beds from which much of our food 
will come.

Folks have shared their labor, expertise, and things with us. 
Neighbor helping neighbor is part of the process of communal 
living.

Our tomato plants are supported like we are by a community 
member’s donation of tomato cages. Our carrots would be rabbit 
food and our blackberry plants deer browsed, if not for receiving 
some fencing and stakes that neighbors no longer needed.

Our Thanksgiving basket is sprinkled with locally donated 
walnuts fresh off the tree — though I have to say the process of 

Wild turkeys wishing a Happy Thanksgiving to one and all!                          
                                          PHOTO BY OCTOBER GREENFIELD
                                         AUDUBON PHOTOGRAPHY AWARDS

Happy Thanksgiving & Hanukkah

drying, husking, and breaking open the nuts was underestimated, 
as was the portion size that we ‘shared’ with the chipmunks who 
surely must have a fine Thanksgiving table indeed.

Local chickens contributed to the table as well, via roadside 
and farm-direct fresh egg sales. Oh, how dark and orange the 
yolks are. We like knowing where our food comes from!

Flowers on the table — for what would a Thanksgiving dinner 
be without flowers to remind us of the beauty of nature, how 
close at hand she is, and how fragile she can become if we do not 
protect her habitat?

Liquid refreshment consists of apple cider, thanks to a 
conservation- and community-minded friend whose apple-press 
ground up our apples to a pulp, then pressed out juice as golden 
as some of the fall leaves, fresh-tasting as the day the apples fell 
off the trees.

For dessert, raspberry jam with the aroma of spring and fall 
combined, canned for us. The jam helps to ease our winter 
confinement. Jericho maple syrup flows across the table in 
goblets sure to satisfy even the sweet-lovers like me.

I am sure I have missed or forgotten some of the bounties that 
fill our basket, brought to us from folks in Jericho, Underhill, 
and Richmond. Nonetheless, we are thankful for each of you, 
for your generosity, kindness, thoughtfulness, camaraderie, for 
sharing part of yourselves with us.

What will be the talk at our Thanksgiving table? We are often 
inspired by a diversity of discussion, ideas, and opinions to 
challenge our thinking, exchange ideas, drive creativity to solve 
problems, and constantly refresh our view of the world. Sharing 
our passions with others rings our bell and builds our confidence.

Support from community members buffers our determined 
perseverance and resilience. Acts of kindness and encouragement 
create hope and knowledge within us that we are not alone.

Maeve and I bow our heads and hold each other’s hands, 
thankful for each other, and together recall how much the Jericho 
and Underhill and Richmond communities have filled our table, 
our minds, and our hearts.

Happy Thanksgiving to all of you and your families —
Bernie and Maeve

Hanukkah begins at sundown Sunday, November 28. Almost 
another Thanksgivukkah, but not quite — missed it by only 
three days! (Thanksgivukkah — when Hanukkah and 
Thanksgiving overlapped — happened in 2013, and will not 
happen again in our lifetimes.)                PHOTO BY SARA RILEY

Potato Latkes (pancakes)
6 small medium size potatoes
1 small onion (optional)
2 eggs, slightly beaten
3 Tablespoons flour
¼ teaspoon pepper
1 teaspoon salt
½ teaspoon baking powder

Peel and grate potatoes and onion. Let stand 10 minutes so 
that liquid will rise to top. Remove liquid. Stir in eggs. Add other 
ingredients. Drop by spoonfuls into a hot well-greased skillet. 
Brown on both sides. Drain on absorbent paper. Serve hot with 
apple sauce, sugar, or sour cream.

For Potato Cupcakes: Bake potato pancake mixture in well-
greased custard cups in moderate oven (350ºF) until brown, 
about 40 minutes. Serve hot.

— Recipe from The Complete American-Jewish Cookbook, The 
World Publishing Company, Cleveland and New York, 1952

Jericho residents, Catch 22 donate to Howard Center

Cambridge Community Food Shelf 
Thanksgiving Baskets

Happy November!
The Cambridge Community Food Shelf will once again 

provide Thanksgiving baskets to our neighbors in need. The 
baskets will be filled with turkey, gravy, vegetables, stuffing 
fixings, potatoes, and pie!

If you are in need or know a neighbor or friend who would 
benefit from this distribution, please come in or encourage them 
to come in and register for the basket. We are open Mondays, 
6:00 – 7:00 PM and Tuesdays, 1:00 – 4:00 PM, at the Second 
Congregational Church, 16 Main St., Jeffersonville.

If you would like to help, we would gratefully accept 
donations of stuffing mix, jars or cans of gravy, cans of sweet 
potatoes/yams, instant mashed potatoes, butter, cranberry sauce, 
or brownie mix.

If you have any questions, please email cambridgevtfs@
gmail.com.

Free Thanksgiving community 
meal from Catalyst Church

Catalyst Church on Raceway Road in Jericho will once again 
be hosting a takeout community meal this Thanksgiving holiday. 
If you or someone you know could use a free Thanksgiving meal 
with all the fixings, go to https://www.catalystvt.org/ and sign up.

Meals can be picked up on Wednesday, November 24, 1:00 
– 4:00 PM, or on Thursday, November 25, 9:00 – 11:00 AM. If 
you would like a meal but cannot pick up, local delivery will be 
available. Questions? Please call the church office at 802-899-
2949.

Meat Pie Fundraiser benefits 
Meals on Wheels/Lamoille County

Just in time for deer camp and the holidays, we are hosting 
our second annual meat pie fundraiser! You can order and pay 
for your pie(s) online (https://www.eventbrite.ca/e/meat-pie-
fundraiser-tickets-178806223227), or email meals@mowlc.org, 
or call Nicole, 802-888-5011 ext.1 and leave a detailed message 
and pay with cash or check when you pick up your pie(s).

Pies will be freshly prepared then frozen so you can cook them 
anytime. 100% of the proceeds go directly to Meals on Wheels 
of Lamoille County.

Pick-up is Friday, November 19, 8:00 AM – 6:00 PM, at 21 
Munson Ave., Morrisville.

Thank you for your support!

Jericho residents Gail and Tim McKenna recently made a 
generous contribution of $2222.50 to the Howard Center from 
their CATCH 22 Flag Football fundraiser. This year, 2021, marks 
the seventh year the McKennas have made a donation in an 
amount that signifies important dates in their lives. The donation 
will support Howard Center’s critical work in the community 
that helps individuals and families with mental health, substance 
use, and developmental services.

Bob Bick, Howard Center CEO, said, “Howard Center would 
like to thank Gail, Tim, and CATCH 22 for their continuing 
and active support of our programs and services over the past 
several years. Their generosity and commitment to the work we 
do continues to make a lasting impact on those we serve in our 
community.”

Since the McKennas’ Catch 22 Football fundraiser began more 
than 20 years ago, the organization has made donations to several 
community organizations, including the Shriners Hospital and 
the Vermont Children’s Hospital.

Howard Center’s mission is to help people and communities 
thrive by providing supports and services to address mental 
health, substance use, and developmental needs. With a staff 
of 1600 in more than 60 locations, Howard Center is the state’s 
designated agency for Chittenden County and the largest 
community-based service agency in the state.



Mountain Gazette, November 18, 2021                                                                                            Page 7www.mountaingazetteofvermont.com

Marine Corps League in VT 
provides toys for Vermont kids

Thousands of Vermont kids live below the poverty level during 
“normal times” — and 2020 was far from normal.

2020 was certainly a challenging year for all of us. It goes 
without saying that the worldwide COVID pandemic dramatically 
impacted our health and our overall life experiences in ways that 
we never could have imagined. These effects were clearly felt by 
Toys for Kids through the loss of about 30 toy barrel locations, 
which had all of us concerned going into the Christmas season.

Despite these significant challenges, our local community 
stepped up with toy and financial donations. The Marine Corps 
League Donald Cook Detachment and Toys for Kids would 
like to thank all our toy barrel monitors, all the businesses that 
provided toy barrel and coin can locations, and all the Vermonters 
who donated countless toys as well as those who made financial 
donations. It was an unprecedented team effort that helped 
thousands of underprivileged children in our area have a “Good 
Toy Day” at Christmas.

Charitable agencies expect a high demand once again in 
2021. We are concerned that the 2021 Christmas season may be 
significantly impacted by many challenges (e.g., inflation fears, 
supply chain issues, COVID, etc.). With all that they have been 
through in 2020, we do not want the kids to lose Christmas in 
2021.

Coordinated by the Marine Corps League’s Donald Cook 
Detachment, Toys for Kids — a 100% volunteer, non-profit 
program — is the largest Christmas toy collection program in 
Vermont for needy kids. With the help of NBC Channel 5 TV and 
many business sponsors, volunteers will work diligently during 
the Christmas season to monitor and empty hundreds of our 
signature red Toys for Kids barrels. All of the new, unwrapped 
toys that are collected will be turned over to agencies like the 
Salvation Army for distribution to needy families in Vermont.

All toys collected stay local.
Our Toys for Kids red barrels will be put out on Tuesday, 

November 9 and picked up on Tuesday, December 21. Barrel 
locations will be updated on our website http://www.toysforkidsvt.
com and on Facebook page Toys for Kids VT.

Please consider buying toys early from our local merchants, 
who may have both in-store and an online presence. We 
recommend that you buy early and ship early in order to avoid 
Christmas shopping congestion and potential shortfalls of toys. 
If you decide to buy toys online, you can ship your toy purchases 
directly to:

Toys for Kids of Vermont,
c/o Jerihill Ace Hardware
249 VT Rt. 15
Jericho, VT 05465.

Town of Bolton 
Holiday Crates of Cheer

As we enter the holiday season, we are starting our annual 
food drive to benefit the holiday Crates of Cheer. We are looking 
for donations of nonperishable food items or toiletries that we 
can include in the crates. Donations can be left at Smilie School 
in a box in the front foyer.

If you are unable to make it to Smilie during routine school 
hours but want to help, you can leave a monetary donation at the 
Town Office, which we will use to buy additional items.

This activity is solely funded by the generosity of the residents 
of the town of Bolton, so any support is very much appreciated.

If you know of someone who may be open to receiving a Crate 
of Cheer, please forward their information to Amy Grover at the 
Town Office.

Holiday Makers Market 
in Cambridge

Join us for the Cambridge Small Business Saturday Festival’s 
Makers Market!

The Makers Market will be held from 11:00 AM – 3:00 
PM on Saturday-Sunday, November 27-28, at two locations in 
Jeffersonville: The Visions of Vermont Fine Art Gallery, and 
Swish Clothing Boutique.

We are looking for creatives of all types! This is a juried 
market and participants will be confirmed by Friday, November 
12. There is a $20 vendor fee per day; spaces are limited.

Apply online at https://forms.gle/9HeztgdNEvVNV88H7.

Reserve a table at the December 4 
Westford PTO Craft Fair
The Westford PTO Craft Fair at the Red Brick Meeting House on 
the Westford Common is back this year on Saturday, December 4 
from 9:00 AM – 2:00 PM.
An 8-foot table space is $35 and set-up is Saturday morning 
starting at 8:00 AM. We have a few tables people can use or you 
can bring your own.
Table space is limited, so please let us know ASAP if you would 
like to be a part of this fun event!
Email Kathleen, knorth102@gmail.com, to reserve your space 
today!

Jericho 2022 calendar 
a great holiday gift!

The holidays are coming and if you need a gift for someone 
special or a hostess gift, consider the Jericho 2022 calendar! A 
fund-raiser for the Community Center, it is full of historic photos 
from the late 1800s and early 1900s in Jericho. It hangs on a wall 
and has space to write in all your appointments.

Find the 2022 Jericho calendar at Jeri-Hill Hardware, the 
Jericho Center Country store, the Old Mill craft shop, the Jericho 
Town Hall, and the Gruppe Gallery. Cost is $15, which all goes 
to supporting the Community Center.

Letters for Santa in Westford
The Santa Mailbox will be back again this year! The Elves will 
deliver it on Saturday, November 20 at the Westford Library. 
Drop in a letter to Santa — with a return address if you’d like 
Santa to write back!                                   PHOTO CONTRIBUTED

Get ready fo Christmas

The Toys for Kids team will deliver them directly to our local 
agencies.

In addition to toys for children up to age 14 we depend upon 
your generous financial donations, which enables us to buy $35 
Visa gift cards at Christmas for 15-17 year old kids. If you would 
like to help us financially, please mail a check to:

Toys for Kids
P.O. Box 4092
Burlington, VT 05406
Or you can also donate via PayPal through our website http://

www.toysforkidsvt.com (select Donate).
Thank you for your toys and financial donations so needy 

kids can have a “Good Toy Day” at Christmas.
For more information, identifying potentially new barrel 

locations, or if you would like to be a barrel monitor, please 
contact any MCL member or John Welsh (Toys for Kids VT State 
Coordinator), 802-872-0354.

See Warren Miller’s 
Winter Starts Now in Stowe

Warren Miller’s 72nd film Winter Starts Now will be screened 
Friday, November 26 at 6:30 PM and Saturday, November 27 
at 3:00 PM at Spruce Peak Arts! Come experience the best 
snowriding from the mom-and-pop ski hill down the street to 
the highest peak on the horizon. For more information and for 
tickets, go online to https://www.sprucepeakarts.org/events/
warren-miller-winter-starts-now/.
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LIBRARY NEWS
DEBORAH RAWSON MEMORIAL LIBRARY

Hours for in-person appointments — call 802-899-4962 to 
schedule: Tuesday and Thursday, 1:00 – 7:00 PM; Wednesday 
and Friday, 1:00 – 5:00 PM; Saturday: 11:00 AM – 1:00 PM.

Hours for curbside pickup: Tuesday and Thursday, 1:00 – 7:30 
PM; Wednesday and Friday, 1:00 – 5:30 PM; Saturday: 11:00 
AM – 1:30 PM.

School has started and we want to remind everyone that we are 
asking people to limit their time inside to 30 minutes when they 
visit the library, and everyone over 2 must wear a mask. At this 
time, we do not have any public seating available inside, only 
outside. Please keep this in mind when sending your kids to the 
library after school. We would love to have them stop in but for 
no more than 30 minutes. There will be some special activities 
happening this fall after school so watch our website, www.drml.
org, to register for those. 

To register for programs, call 802-899-4962, or email Erik 
(program_assistant@drml.org) for Adult Programs or Abbey 
(youth_librarian@drml.org) for Youth Programs.

Youth Programs
Outdoor Story Time (preschool): Tuesdays, 10:30 AM on the 

back lawn of the library. Weather dependent.
Music and Stories with Beth and David London (preschool): 

Friday mornings at 11:00 AM. Join Beth and David on the lawn 
behind the library for music and stories! Weather dependent.

Story Walk (all ages) Starting at the end of the sidewalk on the 
right side of the building and wrapping around the edge of the 
field. Look for a new story almost every month, or reread great 
stories on each visit.

Contact information: email rawsonlibrary@drml.org; website 
www.drml.org; phone 802-899-4962.

JERICHO TOWN LIBRARY
Town Library is fully open, no appointment needed. Tuesday 

10:00 AM – 7:00 PM, Wednesdays-Fridays 10:00 AM – 4:00 
PM, and Saturday 10:00 AM – 2:00 PM; note the special evening 
hours on Tuesdays! Masks are suggested for everyone, regardless 
of vaccination status; required for unvaccinated people, including 
kids between 2 and 12.

Since we are now fully reopened, we have suspended curbside 
service. We’re excited to see everyone in-person again!

Family Storytime: Join JTL for storytime every Wednesday 
at 10:30 AM. Most weeks, we share a few favorite books and a 
related craft project. Storytime is intended for children aged 0-5, 
but all are welcome; no registration or appointment needed. Look 
for us on the Town Green every Wednesday! On the second and 
fourth Wednesday of each month, we’re joined by Miss Emma 
for a special storytime focused on music and movement, with 
plenty of opportunities to get out some wiggles and giggles!

Please check our website and the notice boards outside of 
the library for updates and more information on programs and 
library services: www.jerichotownlibraryvt.org or 802-899-4686.

VARNUM MEMORIAL LIBRARY JEFFERSONVILLE
The Varnum Memorial Library is open for curbside pickup and 

in-person browsing. Please continue to wear a mask. Our hours 
are: Tuesdays 9:00 AM – 6:00 PM; Wednesdays 9:00 AM – 6:00 
PM; Thursdays 8:00 AM – 6:00 PM; Fridays 9:00 AM – 3:00 
PM; and Saturdays 9:00 AM – 3:00 PM; closed Sunday-Monday. 
(Note, hours at the Varnum can vary week to week; please check 
the website to be certain.)

The weather has finally turned and a cup of joe with a good 
book is just what you need to ease into the season! Stop by 
Tuesday-Friday, 9:00 – 11:00 AM and have a cup (or two!) on 
us. Bring your own mug or use one of ours. Stay to peruse our 
shelves or stay to have a chat with a friend. Donations accepted, 
but not required.

Upcoming programs include:
DIY Weekly Craft Bags & Story Hour for Kids: Our wonderful 

library volunteers have put together fall themed craft bags paired 
with children’s books. Parents, come with kids to craft at the 
Varnum and read a book together. Crafts change weekly.

Thanksgiving Recipe Exchange: It’s the season of giving! Do 
you have a great Thanksgiving recipe that you want to share? Or 
are you excited to try a new one this year? Stop by the Varnum 
to drop a recipe in our shared box, or write one out on a provided 
card. Snap a photo or scan a copy of the new one you’d like to 
try!

Community Gratitude Pumpkin: We want to know what you’re 
thankful for this year! Join us at the library to celebrate and share 
by writing a note on our gratitude pumpkin.

The Platonic Solids in The School of Athens: Thursday, 
November 18, 6:00 – 7:00 PM. Only five forms in three 
dimensions have perfect symmetry. This fact fascinated the 
ancient Greeks, who placed special significance on these shapes. 
Insights into form and symmetries connect all subjects and make 
knowledge of geometry an empowering learning accelerant. This 
presentation uses a renaissance painting by Raphael titled The 
School of Athens as an entry point to learn about these special 
shapes. Geometric models are used to show the connections, 
without any need for complicated mathematics. Just bring your 
curiosity and an open mind! “Geometry will draw the soul 
towards truth, and create the spirit of philosophy” — Plato. This 
event will be hosted indoors after hours at the library. Masks are 
required.

Tuesday morning Senior & Retiree Programs at the Varnum! 
Please RSVP to Lesley, lnasemoonspinner@gmail.com, if you 
would like to join us for any of these events!

Please review our website for all events: http://www.
varnumlibrary.org/.

Please let us know how we can assist you by emailing us at 
varnumrequests@gmail.com or calling us at 802-644-2117.

The Varnum Library, P.O. Box 198, 194 Main St., Jeffersonville, 
802-644-2117; thevarnum@gmail.com; www.varnumlibrary.org.

WESTFORD PUBLIC LIBRARY
The library will be closed Thursday-Friday, November 25-26 

for Thanksgiving.
The library hours of operation (meaning come in and browse 

the shelves, use the computer, grab a DVD, etc.): Tuesdays 10:00 
AM – 7:00 PM, Wednesdays 1:00 – 7:00 PM, Thursdays 10:00 
AM – 7:00 PM, Fridays 1:00 – 7:00 PM, and Saturday 10:00 
AM – 2:00 PM, no appointments needed. Patrons of all ages are 
welcome, children under 12 must be accompanied by an adult. If 
you feel you need curbside service, for whatever reason, please 
email Bree at the library and we can work something out. We 
want nothing to impede you from using the library.

Masks are no longer required for fully vaccinated individuals. 

You are welcome to continue wearing a mask as a personal 
choice. We are continuing to require masks for all unvaccinated 
or not fully vaccinated visitors while you are indoors. This 
includes children 2-5, who cannot be vaccinated at this time, 
and those 5-11 if unvaccinated. Infants and toddlers aged 2 and 
younger are not required to wear a mask. Masks are not required 
at any of our outside programs.

Seeking artists to display at the library! You don’t need to 
be a professional to share your talent — contact Bree about 
displaying your photography, fiber arts, painting, drawing, and 
more. You can pair up with a fellow artist. Displays usually stay 
up for three months.

Kid stuff
Thursdays, 11:15 AM: Early Literacy Storytime for kids birth 

to pre-school. We are moving back inside for the colder weather 
months. Everyone must wear a mask, regardless of vaccination 
status; children under 2 years old are exempt. We will do our 
best to social distance. Crafts will be a blend of takeaway and 
in-person. November 18: Turkeys; November 25, no storytime.

AfterSchool programming for kids has been a big hit, but 
we are looking for daytime adult programming ideas. Let Bree 
know if you like any of these suggestions, or contact the library 
to suggest your own! Brown Bag Lunch lecture series; Senior 
Book Group; Coffee Break with other at-home workers; watch 
and discuss short films (maybe VTPBS); adult coloring/crafting 
opportunities; language immersion meet-up; computer /technical 
skills workshops.

Tuesdays in November (except November 23), AfterSchool: 
Paper Folding Club for grades 3-5. Folding paper can be relaxing 
and fun. We will make a variety of projects from fortune tellers 
and tiny boxes to turkeys and hedgehogs, small books, and 
envelopes and notes. Perfect for kids with focus and stamina 
for projects. Kids can ride Bus #3, with note from home. Pickup 
between 4:30 – 5:00 PM. Snack provided. Signup required; 
masks are required.

Fridays, through December 17: Bedtime Math’s Crazy 8’s 
Math Club for grades K-12. The class is full! Masks required. No 
classes November 26.

Adults
Thursdays, 6:30 PM: Fiber Arts Group meets in person at the 

library.
Wednesday, November 24: Adult Book Group, 7:00 – 8:00 

PM on Zoom; contact the library for the link. The Lost City of 
Z by David Grann is a mystery reaching back centuries about 
what lies beneath the jungle canopy of the Amazon. For centuries 
Europeans believed it concealed the fabled kingdom of El Dorado. 
In 1925 British explorer Percy Fawcet and his son ventured into 
the Amazon forest to try to prove that this ancient civilization – 
“Z” – existed. Then he and the expedition vanished. Print copies 
available at the library; audiobook and eBook available on Libby.

The Westford Food Shelf is now open twice a month, on the 
first Wednesday of each month (December 1), 4:30 – 5:30 PM, 
on the third Saturday (November 20, December 18), 8:00 – 9:00 
AM. With increased openings, they need more inventory! The 
Westford Public Library has food collection bins at all curbside 
pickups from now on. These bins are for non-perishable food and 
household items.

Find us on Facebook (www.facebook.com/
westfordpubliclibrary) and Twitter (www.twitter.com/
WestfordVT_pl). Bree Drapa, Librarian. 802-878-5639; http://
westfordpubliclibrary.org; westfordpubliclibrary@gmail.com.

FAIRFAX COMMUNITY LIBRARY
The Fairfax Community Library is getting ready for fall! The 

library is looking more like usual with seating areas, new books, 
and book displays. We are moving forward with our programming 
as well while following safety guidelines and library protocols. 

Hours: Mondays, Wednesdays, and Fridays 3:00 – 5:30 PM; 
Tuesdays and Thursdays 3:00 – 7:00 PM; and Saturdays 9:00 
AM – 1:00 PM. The library is open to public patrons after 3:00 
PM on weekdays, in a coordinated effort with the BFA-Fairfax 
School to keep our community safe.

We are asking everyone to please wear a face mask in the 
library. To help meet the needs of all library users, Curbside 
Pickup Services will be provided on Tuesdays and Thursdays, 
3:00 – 7:00 PM upon request.

Please contact the library if you have any questions or to 
register for a program. 

All events are free unless noted. Pre-registration required. 
Please sign up at least one week before the program date! Call 
849-2420 or email libraryfairfax@gmail.com.

Youth events
Thursdays, November 18, 3:15 PM: Read with Henry. 

Sign up for a 15-minute slot to read to Henry, a big friendly 
Newfoundland dog. Please email libraryfairfax@gmail.com or 
call 802-849-2420 to register!

Tuesdays, November 22, and 29, 10:30 AM, and Wednesdays, 
November 24 at 10:30 AM: Story time! Join us for stories and 
songs! Children’s books will be available to check out as well. 
Before you leave, pick up an activity to make at home!

Wednesday, November 17, 3:00 PM: Spool Racers. Learn how 
to make simple wind-up toys out of spools and rubber bands! 
Please email libraryfairfax@gmail.com or call 802-849-2420 to 
register! Ages 8+

Adult events
Thursday, November 18, 5:30 PM: Needle Felting with 

Nicole Vance. Join Nicole and learn the basics of needle felting! 
Materials provided. Please email libraryfairfax@gmail.com or 
call 802-849-2420 to register! 

For up-to-date info about programs, visit our website www.
fairfaxvtlibrary.org, where you can also find a link to the 
interactive Google calendar. 75 Hunt Street, Fairfax; 802-849-
2420.

RICHMOND LIBRARY
Thanksgiving closing: Richond Free Library will close at 2:00 

PM on Wednesday, November 24 and will reopen on Monday, 
November 29.

Mask up, please. Everyone over the age of two entering the 
Library is required to wear a facemask regardless of vaccination 
status. As a community library, we value the privacy and safety 
of all our patrons.

The Library’s hours have changed to the following: Monday, 
Tuesday, Thursday, and Friday, 10:00 AM – 5:00 PM; Wednesday, 
10:00 AM – 8:00 PM; and Saturday, 10:00 AM – 2:00 PM. Our 
webpage, Facebook, and email reflect this information and we 
will be changing physical signage soon.

Native American Heritage Month: For the month of November, 
we have a display of books by Native American authors and on 
the history of indigenous peoples. Come by to pick up some 
fiction by Sherman Alexie, Louise Erdrich, or Stephen Graham 
Jones; try a memoir by Joy Harjo or Terese Marie Mailhot; 
poetry by N. Scott Momaday or Heid E. Erdrich; the new YA 
novel Firekeeper’s Daughter or a picture book or collection of 
Native American legends. We also have An Indigenous Peoples’ 
History of the United States by the historian Roxanne Dunbar-
Ortiz in both the original and “for young people” versions.

November Art Show: Lanie Kanat paints in watercolor from 
her home studio in Jericho. She focuses on nature-based paintings 
and loves the beauty of Vermont and its changing seasons. Lanie 
serves on the Board of Directors for the VT Family Network and 
is a co-leader for the VT Community Support Network for the 
Fragile X Foundation. Her work will be displayed on the ground 
floor walls and in the foyer display case through the end of the 
year, and can be viewed at https://kanat.site/watercolors.

Book Chat: Join the monthly Discover Between the Covers 
book chat with Rebecca Mueller of the Richmond Free Library 
and Stacey Symanowicz of the Huntington Public Library 
featuring materials from the two libraries. Chats will introduce 
readers to a variety of titles old and new, fiction and nonfiction, 
past and current award winners, favorite series, and perhaps a 
movie or two. There will be time set aside to let participants 
share what they have discovered, too! Use the zoom link found 
at https://richmondfreelibraryvt.org/collections/book-chats/. The 
next chat session will be Wednesday, December 15, 1:30 PM.

(Mostly) Fiction Book Group: In The Library Book, author 
Susan Orlean aims to offer a well-rounded discussion of libraries, 
rooted by the story of the Los Angeles Library fire in 1986. Copies 
available at the library. Contact Fiction Book Group Coordinator 
Gwen Landis, gwennie1972@yahoo.com, for more information 
on joining the discussionon Tuesday, December 14, 6:00 PM.

Inter-Library Loan: If you are looking for a book or other 
materials not owned by Richmond or a nearby Homecard 
Library, we are happy to request items for you through our Inter-
Library Loan service. Call, email, or stop by the library to make 
your request.

November Scavenger Hunt inside the Library: Find the 
image of a scarecrow. Find the image of a basket of apples and 
the yummy pumpkin pie. Find all ten of the special November-
themed images hidden inside the Library and win a prize! Kids 
ages 4-12 can pick up a scavenger hunt checklist at the Youth 
Desk on the second floor.

November Take & Make Craft Kit: Pick up a kit containing 
everything you need to make a seasonally appropriate scarecrow 
bag puppet. Available through the month or until supplies run 
out. Stop by the library inner foyer during open hours to get a bag 
for your little person. Appropriate for kids ages 4-10.

Lego Club: We’ll supply the Legos, kids supply the ideas, 
ingenuity, and dexterity. This six-week after-school club is 
appropriate for kids ages 4-12 and will run every Thursday from 
3:00 – 4:00 PM through November in the Community Room 
where there is plenty of space to spread out and fresh air from 
many windows. No registration needed.

Colección Española: If you have a child enrolled in the 
Spanish immersion program at Richmond Elementary School, 
you may be interested in our new collection of Spanish language 
resources. Books in the collection range from the simplest of 
board books to more complex language resources appropriate for 
intermediate students. Ask to be directed to the shelf where the 
collection is currently being held.

Fall Youth Programs are currently ongoing with COVID 
precautions in place as needed. Program details are below. 
Weekly youth programs at the Library run September-May and 
follow the MMUUSD school district schedule for vacation days 
and weather closure days.

Baby Laptime: Mondays, 10:30 AM. A short, active storytime 
for our youngest little book lovers and their grown ups. We’ll 
look at picture books, sing simple songs, do some rhyming and 
bouncing, and sometimes get out the shakers and scarves. For 
infants and early toddlers.

Storytime and Playgroup: Wednesdays, 10:00 AM – 12:00 PM. 
Stories and songs in the Library Community Room; then outdoor 
play time with old and new friends. For Storytime, families will 
spread out in the spacious community room. Adults and children 
over the age of two are asked to wear masks. After Storytime we 
move outside to the playground for playtime for as long into the 
fall as weather allows. Once the days are too cold for outside 
play we will see if a transition to inside playgroup is wise. Co-
sponsored by the Library and the Lund Center. Kids from infant 
to age 5 and their grown ups are invited to join the fun.

Kaiut Yoga with Caroline Sheftel: Mondays, 5:00 PM, 
Community Room, starting December 6. Do you have aches 
and pains from daily life acitivites? Are you flexible? rigid? 
The Kaiut Yoga method applies biomechanical, integrative, and 
therapuetic techniques in the practice. Every individual class is 
designed with the purpose to increase freedom of movement and 
integration between body and mind. Caroline believes that yoga 
is for EVERYONE, and finds this universal accessibility in Kaiut 
Yoga. Bring a yoga mat, a yoga bolster (or equivalent), and strap 
(or equivalent). By donation.

Free Tong Ren sessions: Molly Lawney leads a free bimonthly 
community energy healing class every other Wednesday (next 
session December 1). She practices a form of energy healing called 
Tong Ren, which works well in a group setting and is contact-
free. For more information, contact molly@openchannelsenergy.
com, or drop in at 5:30 PM every other Wednesday.

Contact us at 802-434-3036 (leave a message after hours) or 
rfl@gmavt.net.

Richmond Free Library, 201 Bridge St., P.O. Box 997, 
Richmond, VT 05477; 802-434-3036; fax 802-434-3223; www.
richmondfreelibraryvt.org.

BROWNELL LIBRARY, ESSEX JUNCTION
Brownell Library, 6 Lincoln St., Essex Junction. Contact Main 

Desk 802-878-6955, Youth Desk 802-878-6956, Reference Desk 
802-878-6957, or frontdesk@brownelllibrary.org.

ESSEX FREE LIBRARY
Our online resources and services are always open. All you 

need is your library card. Request a virtual library e-card today to 
access our ebook and audiobook collections. (https://docs.google.
com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScH6EFIcpRRmOhjQ_O1GTNOzZ1_
eJS3WJtR4BQe1aT6mYMT0A/viewform?vc=0&c=0&w=1)

Essex Free Library, 1 Browns River Rd., Essex. 802-879-
0313; essexfreelibrary.com
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MISCELLANEOUS NEWS

Underhill Jericho Fire Department: 
facts and myths

By Sean McCann, UJFD Second Assistant Chief
The first article in this series was a brief summation of the last 

100 years or so. So, what has changed? What is different? Here is 
where we are today, in facts and myths.

First, facts. Today the UJFD is a private 501(c3) corporation 
that provides an extensive variety of services to the communities 
of Underhill and Jericho: fire suppression, medical first response, 
fire prevention and education, car seat inspections, mountain 
rescue, mutual aid support, and many more services.

The department consists of 46 members — firefighters, EMS 
personnel, and assorted support staff and specialists. There are 
two full-time staff who are both certified firefighters and EMTs 
(Emergency Medical Technicians). The 44 other members are all 
volunteers: three EMTs, 22 firefighters, five firefighter/EMTs, 
and 14 additional support staff (a clerk, secretary, treasurer, 
dispatcher, fire police, car seat inspector, and auxiliary). As a 
department, we respond to calls 24 hours a day, 7 days a week. 

Our full-time staff provide services to the communities 
Monday-Friday during the day. Nights and weekends are 
covered by our volunteer members — your neighbors. They 
are mechanics, carpenters, accountants, business owners, truck 
drivers, plumbers, etc. The volunteers come to help in the middle 
of the night for your chimney fire, or leave jobs if you experience 
chest pain. The department members do it day after day, and 
always with a smile. We love this job and the service to you, our 
neighbors.

The department meets every Tuesday evening to conduct 
training and department business. Our EMS team meets on the 
third Thursday of every month to conduct EMS training, along 
with training at our partner agencies.

We are alerted to calls for help by three different dispatch 
agencies: Williston State Police, Essex Police, and Shelburne 
dispatch. The fire department operations are funded through a 
contract with the towns of Underhill and Jericho. The department 
and towns have worked hard to develop a collaborative process 
for requesting funding from the communities to support our 
operations. Our current budget is just over $600K, and we greatly 
appreciate the community for this support.

Here are some of the myths we hear (in no particular order):
We are a municipal agency run by the town government. This is 

false. As noted above, we are our own private non-profit agency. 
While our day-to-day operations are performed independently, 
we have developed open lines of communication with both 
towns. We keep them informed of any changes in operations 
that may affect the service we provide or the budget. We work 
with both towns to approve a budget, plan for future capital 
purchases, and inform town members of future UJFD plans and 
community-affecting decisions. Unlike other non-profits that 
have established fundraising streams, the UJFD budget comes 
entirely from the two towns. We strongly encourage the public to 
join us at open Selectboard meetings, or to reach out by phone, 
or to stop in during business hours if folks have questions. We 
love community members stopping by and encourage open 
communication with all the residents we serve.

There is an ambulance at the fire station. No. Years ago, Essex 
Recue and the UJFD did try to staff an ambulance in our station, 
but this never panned out for a variety of reasons. If you have 
a medical emergency, an ambulance will respond from Essex 
Rescue or Richmond Rescue. The time it takes for the ambulance 
to get to your side could be quite a few minutes, or longer if it is 
coming from the hospital. Our new EMS first response program 
will be at your side within four to eight minutes on average. This 
is critical time depending on your medical emergency.

Firefighters sleep at the station. This is false. Our Underhill 
station on VT Rt. 15 is staffed during the day by our two full-time 
firefighters, but nights and weekends, there are not always people 
there. When the “tones drop” for a fire emergency, firefighters 
are responding from their homes or wherever they may be in 
town, sometimes even out of town. If it is in the middle of the 
night, we are getting out of our beds at home and must drive to 
the station to pick up equipment and apparatus. This takes time. 
It is also why it is so important that when you see emergency 
lights behind you when driving, you pull over far to the right 
and stop, allowing responding emergency vehicles to pass. EMS 
first responders do the same, but they will go direct to your home 
from theirs, with all the department-supplied medical equipment 
you may need.

You must have extensive training and it is very difficult 
to become a firefighter. Only partially true. Anyone in our 
community can be a firefighter or provide support within UJFD. 
Again, we are your neighbors, with a membership made up of a 
wide variety of ages, skills, knowledge, and backgrounds. We 
have a cadet program for folks in high school. And we have a 
great mix of men and women on the department. If you join, you 
could be responding to calls within a few weeks. Our firefighter 
apprenticeship class is one year long. Apprentices participate in 
regular Tuesday night training with the department and respond 
to fire calls with current members. The trainings are typically 
open to the public; we welcome public interest! Ultimately, as a 
firefighter or EMT, you will develop extensive skills to be able 
to adapt to the wide variety of emergencies you may encounter.

Last myth: we charge for service. This is false for most calls 
and services. If UJFD comes to assist you for fire, a medical 
emergency, or any other kind of 9-1-1 call, we never charge for 
these emergency services. Your property taxes to the town pay 
for most of our services. If you have a structure fire, there is no 
bill. If you have a medical emergency, there is no invoice from 
the UJFD (though there will be from a transporting ambulance 
and the hospital). If you are rescued off the mountain, we do not 
bill you. If you are in a car accident and require assistance, we 
do not give you an invoice. The department may charge a fee 
to stand by at certain types of events, for example, fireworks 
displays.

Climate actions to de-carbonize
By Emma Vaughn, CCRPC Communications Manager
Want to understand the push toward electrification? Read 

Chittenden County Regional Planning Commission’s (CCRPC’s) 
Electrify: An Optimist’s Playbook for Our Clean Energy Future 
online at mitpress.mit.edu/books/electrify.

Vermont’s adoption rate of heat pumps rose sharply in 2020. 
Learn about all the clean heating and cooling options and rebates 
in Vermont here: http://www.cesa.org/wp-content/uploads/A-
Vermonters-Guide-to-Residential-Clean-Heating-and-Cooling.
pdf.

To keep energy costs down, learn about how to improve 
your building’s energy performance here: http://www.
efficiencyvermont.com/services/energy-assessments.

If you have questions or would like more information, please 
contact CCRPC Senior Energy Project Manager Ann Janda, 
ajanda@ccrpcvt.org.

The Irish Family: 
another Westford legacy family

Mary Irish Tuure (Mary), Elizabeth Irish Menut, (Beth) 
Stephen Parker Irish (Steve), Colleen Irish Carruthers (Colleen), 
William Robert Irish (Bill), Patricia Irish Westerfield (Pat)

Although our history with the town of Westford goes back to 
the early 1800s I will start with our great-grandmother, Mary 
Parker. Mary Parker married Philo Irish in 1883 in the farmhouse 
on what is now Rollin Irish Road. They were both from Westford. 
They had two children, Rollin and Marcia. Rollin was interested 
in farming and as he got older his mother agreed to sell him the 
farm, then about 300 acres, for a set amount, payable annually. 
He and his wife Mabel Melavin made their home there and made 
a living milking cows and raising sheep. His mother moved to 
Essex Junction and lived her life out on Lincoln Street until her 
death at 95.

Rollin and Mabel had four sons: Parker Melavin, Robert 
Francis, Richard Rollin, and James Philo. When the boys were 
old enough to go to high school they lived with their grandmother 
in Essex during the week because it was too difficult to travel 
back and forth to Westford every day. The eldest son, Parker, our 
father, married Pauline Paige when he was home on leave. She 
was the daughter of Carl and Helen Paige. (The Westford school 
was dedicated to Carl who was a long time advocate of Westford 
having a school of its own. Helen was a legislator for a number 
of years.) Together Parker and Pauline had six children. Parker 
was an insurance agent and part-time realtor and Pauline was 
a homemaker who was active in community and church. They 
lived in Essex Junction for many years (in the home of Parker’s 
grandmother) and then returned to their roots in a home they 
built on the farm, just off Rollin Irish Road. Parker died at 72 but 
Pauline lived to be 99.

As children we spent many happy hours visiting both sets of 
grandparents, sledding in winter, hunting and hiking in the fields, 
and fishing in the brook behind the farm; and helping our mother 
and grandmother pick currents behind the Paige house on the 
Common and making currant jelly. 

After Rollin and Mabel’s death the farm was rented out for a 
number of years. Following Parker’s death Beth and Art Menut 
were able to purchase a portion of the farm and the rest was 
gifted to our brothers. All six of us, Rollin and Mabel’s only 
grandchildren, have been drawn to the farm and to Westford all 
of our lives. We recognize how strong our Vermont roots are and 
feel strongly about keeping local history alive. To that end we 
wholeheartedly support the Westford Historical Society and hope 
that you will, too.

Please give generously by sending donations to the Westford 
Historical Society, P.O. Box 21, Westford, VT 05494.

p.s. We plan to have our fuller history and the history of 
other Westford residents on display in the the Historical Society 
building now being built on the Common.

Westford’s interim Emergency 
Management Coordinators

By Helen Sterling
Interim Emergency Management Coordinator, Westford
I’ve been selected as the Interim Emergency Management 

Coordinator for Westford. I’m retired with many years serving in 
Emergency Management at the national level.

François Ross will be backup EMD Coordinator and Regional 
Committee Member for Westford, and has served in fire and 
rescue and emergency response.

A huge part of Emergency Management is preparedness and 
planning. Since we recently had a little snow, I’d like to share 
some tips for preparing for upcoming winter storms:

• prepare for system and electrical outages by maintaining and 

checking generators, ensure you have enough batteries for any 
battery-operated radios, etc.;

• replace batteries on your smoke and carbon monoxide alarms 
(time change is a great time to do this);

• monitor the radio, news and front porch forum for weather 
alerts and warnings;

• ensure you gave at least a three-day supply of water, canned 
foods, snacks, and prescription medications

• have a first aid kit;
• check on neighbors especially those that are vulnerable;
• stay off roads unless necessary and keep your cars full of 

fuel.
We will continue to send out messages throughput the winter 

and spring as needed and look forward to serving the Westford 
Community.

Weatherizing Jeannie 
and Bill’s old farmhouse

VT Dept. For Children And Families
Jeannie and Bill inherited their old farmhouse from Bill’s 

grandmother. He grew up well acquainted with its many quirks. 
Every heaved-up floor and cracked window was just another 
reminder of how grandma’s gift may not have been such a 
blessing in the long run. It was a much-loved home, but one that 
needed a lot of love!

But what could they do? With four kids and jobs that weren’t 
making them rich, huge renovations were out of the question. 
Every winter, they’d seal the windows in plastic, caulk the cracks 
in the foundation, and do whatever they could to deal with the 
lack of insulation that just seemed normal for an old farmhouse.

Then a neighbor told them about Vermont’s Weatherization 
Assistance Program. They had decent jobs and didn’t think they 
qualified. But they took a chance and reached out to their local 
weatherization agency to find out for sure. They learned that as a 
family of six, living in Grand Isle County, and making just under 
$89K a year, they were, in fact, eligible.

Who knew?! The funds were there, and the crew was eager 
to get to work making their home more energy efficient, 
comfortable, and safe. Now, they’re saving hundreds of dollars 
in energy costs every year. And they feel cozy and warm during 
those blustery, cold winter months!

You could be eligible if you meet the income limits, or get 
benefits such as Reach Up, Seasonal Fuel Assistance, or SSI.

On average, the program makes about $8500 worth of 
improvements per home, adds about 1500 square feet of 
insulation, and reduces drafts by about 40%.

Weatherization work is done throughout the year. Apply 
anytime!

To learn more about the program and how to apply, go online 
to http://weatherization.vermont.gov/.

EVs — the driving 
and owning experience

By Ruth Machell Julianelle
Energy Committee Member, Underhill

The Underhill Energy Committee is continuing to answer 
answers people have about electric vehicles. These FAQs are not 
intended to be a binding, finally definitive document, but should 
give enough information and resource websites that a reader can 
get a general appreciation of facts. If a reader wants updated or 
detailed information, they should talk directly to dealerships and 
reference web sites with updated information. 

This week: What is the driving and owning experience? 
Driving and handling: EVs don’t require any special training 

to operate. Many drivers find them more pleasurable to drive 
than conventional cars. They have better acceleration and are 
very quiet. The electric cars accelerate very quickly because of 
the nature of electric vs. gas motors. Depending on the model, 
they can accelerate from 0 to 60 mph in about three to eight 
seconds. They also handle very nicely, as the battery packs are 
usually positioned in a flat case at the bottom of the car. With the 
low weight, or center of gravity, they corner well.

Safety: Electric cars are required to pass the same safety 
testing and standard as those of conventional cars. Check this 
U.S. Department of Transportation site for ratings on specific 
models: https://www.nhtsa.gov/ratings.

Charging: An EV driver will need to be aware of charging 
opportunities. For some EVs, a full charge will last at least 250 
miles in moderate temperatures of 50°-85° F. Some go as much 
as 400 miles on a charge. A typical car is driven 25 to 40 miles 
per day.

Most EV owners charge at home using a Level 1 or Level 2 
charger. Apartment dwellers may want to find out where they 
can charge, but many apartment complexes now have charging 
stations, which would likely be level 1 or 2.

An EV driver will need to understand the range of their car 
when it is charged and how much driving they plan to do before 
the next opportunity to charge. They would need to have a plan 
for charging if they are going to go further than the range. There 
are several ways to find commercial charging stations. Some 
common websites are PlugShare, Charge Hub, and Open Charge 
Map. These will tell you where charging stations are located, 
what the hours are, the cost (sometimes they are free), what kind 
of plugs are compatible, and how to pay. Many car models have 
an app on an in-car monitor to direct you to charging stations. 

Chargers may be one of the following: 
• Level 1, which is 120V AC;
• Level 2, which is 240V AC;
• DC Fast Charger, which is 480 DC.

We will have more detail in a future FAQ on “How do I charge 
an EV?”

A typical driver, driving an average of 40 miles a day, does 
not run their batteries all the way down. They would likely have 
a level 2 charger at home and may plug in every night when they 
are home and charge for two to four hours a night. Frequently 
electricity is cheaper at night. Or they may charge twice a week 
for eight hours at a time. Another driver may charge at a level 
2 “destination charger” located at work locations, shopping 
centers, or restaurants. Yet another driver may charge at a DC 
fast charger for 30 minutes when they are traveling on a long trip.

Some of the equipment UJFD maintains for responding to 
calls: Engine 2, and Squad 51.                    PHOTO CONTRIBUTED
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Town of Jericho 
PLANNING + ZONING OFFICE 

 PO Box 39 (67 VT Rte. 15), Jericho VT  05465    |   www.jerichoVT.gov 
 

                    TO:  Mountain Gazette:  Legal notices  
 From: Chris Flinn 
  Jericho Planning + Zoning Office 
  P.O. Box 39, Jericho, VT  05465 

 Date: 11-10 -2021 

 Phone: 802.899.2287 x 104 

 e-mail: cflinn@jerichovt.gov   

 
Please include the following public meeting notice in the Classified Section (Legal Notices) of  

Publication date: November 18th  
 
NOTE:  Please e-mail cflinn@jerichovt.gov with any questions- Thank You! 

*** 
TOWN OF JERICHO- DEVELOPMENT REVIEW BOARD 

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING 

The Jericho Development Review Board will hold a public hearing at 7:00 pm on WEDNESDAY 
December 8, 2021 at the Jericho Town Hall to consider the following. 
 

 
• A request to the DRB by Jon & Jean Asselin to appeal an action (issuance 

of a zoning permit) by the Zoning Administrator.  The property is located 
at 12 Old Orchard Lane which is in the Forestry Zoning District. 

• A Request to the DRB by Simply Jericho LLC for a conditional use 
review for a change of use from Retail to a Restaurant/Tavern.  The 
property is located at 51 Vermont Route 15 which is in the Village Center 
Zoning District. 

• A request to the DRB by North Mountain LLC for a Sketch Plan Review 
for seven lot PUD.  The property is located at 63 Browns Trace which is in 
the Low-Density Residential Zoning District.   

 

All interested persons may appear and be heard. Additional information related to this application 
may be viewed at the Jericho Planning and Zoning Office during regular business hours.  

 
Chris Flinn 
Zoning Administrator 
cflinn@jerichovt.gov 
 

*** 

Hiring Now!
Immediate openings.  

Full-time and part-time
Days, early evening, & weekend

Manufacturing
Call Center
Warehouse

Apply in person
210 East Main Street, Richmond, VT

EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY

PEOPLE - OBITUARIES

Obituaries continued on page 11

LEGAL NOTICE

OFFICIAL WARNING

JERICHO UNDERHILL 
PARK DISTRICT

BUDGET HEARING
December 1, 2021

THE LEGAL VOTERS OF THE 
JERICHO UNDERHILL PARK 
DISTRICT OF JERICHO AND 
UNDERHILL ARE HEREBY 

NOTIFIED AND WARNED TO 
MEET AT THE DEBORAH 

RAWSON MEMORIAL LIBRARY’S 
PROJECT ROOM AT 8 RIVER 

ROAD IN JERICHO, VERMONT 
ON WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 1, 

2021 at 7:00 PM FOR A DISCUSSION 
OF THE FY 2023 BUDGET FOR 

THE JERICHO UNDERHILL PARK 
DISTRICT.

   PROPOSED BUDGET:   $66,175

Duane E. Chase, 59 of North 
Cambridge, VT passed away 
peacefully in his ancestral home on 
Wednesday, October 27, 2021 after a 
courageous battle with cancer; where 
his family has lived since 1852 and 
he was the last of this line of Chases. 
Duane was born in Burlington, VT 

on March 26, 1962, son of the late Roger William and Theresa 
(Mumley) Chase. Duane is survived by his sister Elizabeth 
Chase of Florida; he was predeceased by his father Roger Chase 
and his mother Theresa (Mumley) Dashno. Throughout his life 
and eventual battle with cancer he was surrounded by his close 
friends and Wilson family. Duane was a special character in 
many people’s lives and could crack a joke better than anyone. 
He was an avid bottle collector but loved antiques and relics of all 

kinds, spending countless days 
roaming the hills and valleys 
of Vermont in search of those 
relics. Many of his friends were 
lucky enough to accompany him 
on these trips and rewarded with 
interesting finds and exciting 
adventures. All who knew 
him respected his wealth of 
knowledge for historical pieces. 
His greatest gift however was 
time; he always had the time 
to stop and talk with anyone 
who would listen to the stories 
he could spin. Duane also had 
a love for genealogy and had 
recorded his family back for 
generations and across the 
world. This was his true passion, 
which he would gladly share 
with anyone and usually look 
into their genealogy as well. He 
spent many years working on 
small engine repairs from his 
home workshop, Chase Small 
Engine Repair, and he was one 
of the few who would come to 
pick up your lawn mower, only 
closing his shop in recent years 
as his health declined. Duane 
will be missed immensely and 
remembered fondly by all who 
knew him. There will be no 
services per Duane’s request. 
Donations may be made in his 
honor to the Lamoille chapter 
of American Cancer Society or 
the Lamoille County Humane 
society. An interment will be 
held at a later date; notice to be 
published. Please visit awrfh.
com to share your memories and 
condolences.

Roberta 
( B o b b i e ) 
A m y 
Summers , 
74, of 
Bolton, VT 
passed away 
in her home 
on Saturday, 
O c t o b e r 
23, 2021. 
Bobbie had 

a Masters in Wildlife Biology 
and retired from the State as 
a Scientific Procreant Agent 
and owned and operated the 
Wild Bird Center in South 
Burlington, VT for many years. 
In her retirement years she 

was an active member of the community. Her main focus was 
with Keeping Track Inc. where she was the office manager /
bookkeeper. She was very active with the Dragonheart of VT and 
a valuable member of the Dragon Boat Team of VT since 2010. 
Bobbie cared deeply for others, her community, and animal 
welfare, and she will be sorely missed by many. Her passions 
include pet rescue — especially dogs, bird watching, gardening, 
and environmental protection. Per Bobbie’s wishes there will be 
no service or visiting hours. Her ashes will be spread with the 
ashes of her mother and her animals whom have predeceased 
her. A Celebration of Life is to follow in the summer for friends 
and co-workers. Arrangements are in care of Corbin and Palmer 
Funeral Home, Essex Junction, VT.

Joan Bruce Snell, 91, of Cambridge, VT, daughter of Major 
Lewis Eugene and Edith (Nellis) Snell, died peacefully on 
Tuesday, November 2, 2021 at her home in Cambridge. Joan is 
survived by her beloved “Valley Family.” She was predeceased 
by her parents, sisters Elizabeth Snell, Delia Snell and Sarah Snell 
McGovern; as well as her brother-in-law Tommy McGovern. A 
Mass of Christian Burial was celebrated on Tuesday, November 
9, 2021 at St. Marys Church, Cambridge. Burial followed in the 
family lot in Pleasant Valley Cemetery, Deane Road, Underhill, 
VT. In lieu of flowers, Joan asked that you consider donations 
to Pleasant Valley Cemetery, Attention Nancy Knapp, 641 Irish 
Settlement Rd., Underhill, VT 05489. Please visit awrfh.com to 
share your memories and condolences.

Wesley Ross Blair, 75, died at his home 
in Huntington, VT on Saturday, October 23, 
2021, surrounded by his loving family, after a 
battle with cancer. He was born in Colchester, 
VT on February 1, 1946, the son of Marion 
(Ross) and Roy C. Blair. He graduated from 
Edmunds High School, Burlington, VT in 
1964. He married Sally on May 5, 1969. He 
worked at Grants, Gaynes, Vt. Fruit, Seven 
Up Bottling Co, and he retired from Blodgett 
Ovens. Wes and Sally boated for 17 years, fell 

in love with line dancing, taught line dancing for over 25 years. 
They also DJ’ed for many years. Wes belonged to the Eagles 
Club of Milton, VT, Moose Club of So. Burlington, VT, and 
joined the Elks Club 22 years ago. Wes was Exalted Ruler 2015-
2016, Trustee, and Exalted Ruler 2020-2021. Wes volunteered 
for events at the Elks. He loved his Elks Club. He loved telling 
jokes and talking to people. He is survived by his wife of 52 
years, Sally Merchant Blair; son Wesley Jr., with friend Tina 
Hensel; daughter Niki, husband Erin Bluteau; daughter-in-law 
Hope Blair; sister Pam, husband Don Harper; brother-in-law 
David Merchant; sister-in-law Julie Moore, husband Mark; 
six grandchildren: Audrey, Emily, Bryana, Weslyn, Charlotte, 
and Aidan; cousins, nieces, and nephews, especially nephew 
Robert Lavallee, wife Lori who helped through this illness. He 
was predeceased by his parents; son Brian K. Blair; and sister 
Gail Lavallee. A celebration of Wes’ life took place at the BPOE 
#916, 925 North Ave., Burlington, VT on Sunday, November 7, 
2021. Contributions in his memory may be made to Hospice. 
Arrangements are by Boucher and Pritchard Funeral Directors. 

Dale Francis Magnant of Jericho, VT 
passed away Saturday, October 23, 2021, 
succumbing to the effects of ALS and lung 
cancer. He was born in Montpelier, VT 
on December 1, 1959, the son of Aline 
(Rainville) Magnant and the late Claude 
Magnant. Dale was a 1977 graduate of 
Union 32 High School and furthered his 
education at Vermont Technical College, 
graduating in 1979 with an Associate Degree 
in Engineering. In the summer of 1979, he 

started employment with the Digital Equipment Corporation 
(DEC). Dale was sent to Germany and Scotland to teach 
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Free Smuggs’ Bash Badge 
with donation to United Way

Skiing or riding this year? Get a free Bash Badge from 
Smugglers’ Notch Resort when you donate $150 to United Way 
of Lamoille by Tuesday, November 30! To get yours visit http://
www.uwlamoille.org/bash-badge.

Why donate to United Way of Lamoille County? 100% of 
your donation stays in Lamoille County. Your donation helps 
your neighbors stay warm, achieve financial stability, avoid 
homelessness, and much more. To learn more about our programs 
go to our website www.uwlamoille.org.

To get your free Bash Badge visit http://www.uwlamoille.org/
bash-badge.

MUSC registration 
for spring 2022 soccer

Registration is now open for the 2022 spring season with 
Mansfield United Soccer Club (MUSC).

MUSC is a competitive, community based soccer club serving 
the communities of Huntington, Richmond, Bolton, Jericho and 
Underhill. It looks to combine quality coaching, instruction and 
team building while maintaining a sense of community. Deadline 
for registration for the Spring 2022 season is Friday, December 
10, 2021.

For more information, contact mountmansfieldsc@gmail.com.

Support the Westford PTO
Westford’s Buy Local fundraiser is live and ready for you to 

grab great discounts to some of your favorite local businesses. 
These vouchers make great gifts and can be purchased by folks 
who live outside of Westford! So feel free to share with your 
family and friends.

Shop online at https://westfordpto.myshopify.com.
Buy Local is the biggest fundraiser for the Westford School 

PTO. It gives you lots of opportunities to shop local, as we’ve 
partnered with many great local businesses to offer generous 
discount vouchers.

Our business partners this year are Sweet Clover Market, The 
Nest, Firebird Café, Westford Country Store, J&L Hardware, 
North Photography, Steeple Market, and Danish Woolen Delight.

Buy Local runs through Saturday, November 27. You may 
have your vouchers shipped to you by adding the shipping option, 
or you can pick them up at the PTO Craft Fair on Saturday, 
December 4 at the Red Brick Meeting House, 9:00 AM – 2:00 
PM.

Questions? Please contact westfordvtpto@gmail.com.

ART / MUSIC / THEATER

We have room for your ad.
Call Brenda Boutin at 453-6354 

for more 
information 

or email 
mtngazette@gmavt.net.

Obituaries continued from page 10
computer classes during his employment with DEC. In 1987 
he started a 34-year career with the State of Vermont Military 
Department as an Information Technology Specialist. He held 
this position until his passing. Dale created a computer program 
for timing numerous National Biathlon events. Dale used this 
program to time events at Camp Ethan Allen Training Site. 
He also helped with Biathlon events in Alaska and Germany. 
Dale was a long-time member of the Essex Alliance Church. 
His Christian faith was very important to him. He made it his 
personal mission to teach and convey the virtues of leading a 
faithful Christian life. Dale was a model of character, ethics, and 
integrity that set an example that others could only aspire to. His 
generosity touched countless lives for people he knew and didn’t 
know. Dale was a member of the Chittenden Fish and Game 
Club, the BMW Car Club of America, and the Hay Bale Stacking 
Club. He taught a church ministry youth group called the Royal 
Rangers and was the President of the Condo Association where 
he lived for several years. Dale also participated in Colchester, 
VT triathlons, played in several softball leagues, and enjoyed 
archery. Dale loved learning new languages and took several 
German classes and computer software/programming classes at 
the University of Vermont. Survivors include his mother Aline 
of St. Albans, VT; his siblings, Laurence Magnant and his wife, 
Denise, of St. Albans, VT, Philip Magnant and his wife, Kristine, 
of South Burlington, VT, and Julie Campbell of Essex Junction, 
VT, as well as his nieces and nephews, Gwen Magnant, Patrick 
Magnant, Nicholas Magnant, and Alysha Magnant. In addition 
to his father, Claude, Dale was predeceased by his brother-in-
law, Roger Campbell. A funeral service was held on Wednesday, 
November 3, 2021 at 10:00 AM at the Essex Alliance Church, 37 
Old Stage Road, Essex Junction, VT, with Pastor Jim Wilkens 
officiating. Interment was in the Mount Calvary Cemetery in St. 
Albans, VT. For everyone’s safety, the family requests visitors 
wear a face mask. Dale’s family asks that in lieu of flowers, 
memorials in his name be made to the ALS Foundation, 1300 
Wilson Boulevard Suite 600, Arlington, VA 22209. Honored to 
be serving the Magnant family is the Heald Funeral Home, where 
messages of condolence are welcome at www.healdfuneralhome.
com.

Westford Music Series cancels November concerts. By 
Michael Kirick — I have decided to put off starting up the indoor 
coffee house again due to recent high level of COVID cases over 
the last couple weeks. Recent levels are the highest they have 
ever been. One of our past participants just got confirmed of 
COVID infection last week and his was a breakthrough case, 
being fully vaccinated. I had to get tested myself (negative) but 
it hit close to home.

So, to be cautious I am delaying the reboot of Red Brick Coffee 
House until Friday, December 3. Hopefully, we will be better 
positioned to move safely back inside for the holiday season.

Warren Miller’s Winter Starts Now in Stowe — Warren 
Miller’s 72nd film Winter Starts Now will be screened Friday, 
November 26 at 6:30 PM and Saturday, November 27 at 3:00 
PM at Spruce Peak Arts! Come experience the best snowriding 
from the mom-and-pop ski hill down the street to the highest 
peak on the horizon. For more information and for tickets, go 
online to https://www.sprucepeakarts.org/events/warren-miller-
winter-starts-now/.

Looking for the Heart of Saturday Night is an original 
dance-based musical that is ultimately about two things: love 
and time. The production’s score spans tunes from Tin Pan 
Alley to doo-wop, Motown, classic rock, and the contemporary 
sounds of today. Performances are at the Lyric Theatre Creative 
Space, 7 Green Tree Dr., S. Burlington, Thursday-Saturday, 
November 18-20. There are evening performances Thursday, 
Friday, and Saturday November 18-20 at 7:30 PM, and a matinee 
performance Saturday, November 20 at 2:00 PM. Please note: In 
accordance with Lyric Theatre Company policy, all age-eligible 
attendees must show proof of full vaccination against COVID-19 
in the form of a CDC Vaccination Card and matching photo ID. 
(A photo of your card is acceptable.) Those under 12 may attend 
performances, but must remain masked while in the building. To 
reserve your seats (suggested donation of $25 per reserved seat) 
go online to https://www.showtix4u.com/event-details/57335.

Unbound and Bradley Borthwick: Objects of Empire will 
be at the BCA Center, Burlington, Wednesdays-Fridays 12:00 – 
5:00 PM and Saturdays 12:00 – 8:00 PM through February 5, 
2022. Come explore our fall exhibitions! Unbound features the 
work of three New England artists — Rachel Gross, Rob Hitzig, 
and Kirsten Reynolds — who explore contemporary approaches 
to abstraction through their use of geometric, shaped forms that 
push outside the boundaries of the common rectangle. Bradley 
Borthwick: Objects of Empire examines the shared cycles of 
civilization, combining exquisitely hand-carved marble and 
cast beeswax reproductions of headstones and amphora with 
a rhythmic soundscape to create an experiential exploration of 
memory, place, history, and cultural connection. BCA’s 2021 
exhibition year is presented by Mascoma Bank; hospitality 
sponsor, Lake Champlain Chocolates. BCA Exhibitions are 
funded in part by a grant from the National Endowment for the 
Arts, and Vermont Arts Council.

Family Art Saturday on November 27, 11:00 AM – 1:00 
PM at the BCA Center, Burlington. Get creative and make  art  
together! Families are invited to drop-in to the BCA Center to 
create their own artworks inspired by our current exhibition 
Unbound and the work of featured artist Rob Hitzig, whose 
vibrant, patterned paintings on birch plywood explore the 
possibilities of abstraction. Each Family Art Saturday offers a 
different art-making project that will ignite the imaginations of 
your family members! Free and open to the public.

Stephen Goldberg & Friends with Slut Magic on Saturday, 
November 20, 8:00 PM at the Contois Auditorium, Burlington. 
Join father and daughter Goldberg and Emma Sky with her band 
Slut Magic for a show that brings new jazz together with glitter-
punk. Suggested donation $10-20; for advance tickets, Venmo 
@slutmagic or  go online to https://www.paypal.com/paypalme/
slutmagic.

Middlebury New Filmmakers Festival is pleased to 
announce the return of MNFF Selects, its monthly in-person 
screening series at the Town Hall Theater in Middlebury, through 
May 2022. For this festival, MNFF Selects presents Humans 
and Animals: Shared Experiences, Intersecting Worlds. The 
series offers outstanding films, both documentary and narrative, 
that illuminate the deep connections between human beings and 
animals whose lives are intimately intertwined. The series is 
geared toward families: six of the eight films are rated either G 
or PG.

“It’s not easy to explore this complex world of humans and 
animals — given man’s domination of the natural world,” said Jay 
Craven, MNFF Artistic Director. “These films suggest something 
profound — what can be learned by listening, observing, and 
recognizing the grace and equanimity of our fellow creatures on 
earth.”

Passes are $105 and cover all the films beginning with 
November’s offering; individual tickets are $16 (under 12, $7), 

also starting with November’s film. Series passes and individual 
tickets can be purchased at www.middfilmfest.org, www.
townhalltheater.org, by calling 802-382-9222, or in person at the 
THT box office, Monday-Friday, 12:00 – 5:00 PM.

The MNFF Selects Series will be adhering to the following 
simple and safe COVID-19 protocol: All attendees 12 and over 
must be vaccinated; and all attendees, including children under 
12, must wear masks while inside the theater.

Here are the remaining films of the Series:
Street Gang: How We Got to Sesame Street [PG] Sunday, 

November 21, 2:00 PM. Go inside the hearts and minds of the 
Sesame Street creators, artists, and educators who established 
one of the most influential and enduring children’s series in 
television history. Directed with a sure hand by Marilyn Agrelo, 
and incorporating exclusive behind-the-scenes footage and over 
20 original interviews, this film introduces audiences to a gang of 
visionaries who set out to entertain and educate young minds by 
harnessing the power of television with furry characters, catchy 
songs, and a diverse cast.

Shepherd: The Story of a Jewish Dog [PG] Thursday, 
December 30, 7:00 PM. From award winning director Lynn 
Roth, Shepherd: The Story of a Jewish Dog sensitively portrays 
the timeless and unbreakable bond between a boy and his dog 
as it is put to the ultimate test in 1930s Germany. When the 
Nuremberg Laws are passed forbidding Jews from owning pets, 
Kaleb, a German Shepherd, is separated from his Jewish family 
and his beloved 10-year-old master, Joshua. What follows is a 
story of love and courage during an unforgettable time in history 
seen through the eyes and perspective of a dog.

From The Wild Sea [PG] Sunday, January 16, 2:00 PM. 
Directed by Robin Petré, this stunning and poetic documentary 
portrays the heroic efforts of a network of marine wildlife rescue 
volunteers who work tirelessly to save sea animals from oil, 
plastic and escalating winter storms. In depicting the complex 
collision between humans and nature, the film deftly oscillates 
between the perspectives of humans and animals.

Duma [PG] Sunday, February 20, 2:00 PM. In this drama 
directed by Carroll Ballard, an orphaned cheetah becomes the 
best friend and pet of a young boy living in South Africa. Winner 
of the Humane Society’s 2006 Genesis Award for Family Feature 
Film and inspired by a true story, Duma offers audiences a blend 
of excitement, adventure and compassion in a beautiful and 
grand landscape.

Buck [PG] Thursday, March 24, 7:00 PM. Directed by Cindy 
Meehl; winner of the 2011 Audience Award for Best Documentary 
at the Sundance Film Festival, Buck is a revealing examination of 
the life of acclaimed “horse whisperer” Buck Brannaman, who 
recovered from years of child abuse to become a well-known 
expert in the interactions between horses and people.

Grizzly Man [R] Thursday, April 21, 7:00 PM. Director 
Werner Herzog delivers a heartrending docudrama that centers 
on amateur grizzly bear expert Timothy Treadwell, who 
periodically journeyed to Alaska to study and live with the bears. 
He was killed, along with his girlfriend Amie Huguenard, by a 
bear in October 2003. Winner of the 2006 Directors Guild of 
America Award for Outstanding Directorial Achievement in 
Documentary, Grizzly Man is an epic tale of the profound and 
fraught relationship between a man and the animals he dared to 
befriend.

BCA celebrates Burlington’s Percent for Public Art 
Ordinance. On June 28, the Burlington City Council unanimously 
passed the Percent for Public Art Ordinance, which sets aside 
1% of City of Burlington capital project budgets for public art, 
funded wholly or in part by the City of Burlington. This measure 
brings a new, permanent funding source to the city’s public art 
projects. With this ordinance, public funds will directly support 
artists in designing, implementing, and integrating art into 
public projects. The ordinance also supports the administration 
of the public art process and establishes funds for the long-term 
maintenance of the city’s public art collection.

Under the ordinance, the 1% that the city sets aside from 
an eligible capital project can be used to incorporate public art 
into that project, or the funds could be pooled in the Percent 
for Public Art Fund for a future project. Allocations will be 
proposed through the annual budgeting process by the Executive 
Director of Burlington City Arts (BCA), based on input from 
the Public Art Committee of the BCA Board of Advisors, and 
in coordination with city capital project managers. The Public 
Art Committee will update and oversee guidelines related to the 
selection, management, and maintenance of the art. The criteria 
for public art selection includes requirements to ensure that the 
city’s public art and artists reflect the cultural, racial, and ethnic 
diversity of the city. For each public art project, a Public Art 
Review Panel (PARP) of arts professionals and stakeholders will 
be established to select an artist. Panelists will be chosen based 
on their skill sets and ability to bring multiple perspectives to 
the selection process, including from a range of races, gender 
identities, socio-economic backgrounds, ages and abilities.

SCHOOL NEWS

SPORTS NEWS

Sports continued on page 12

Vermont artist Carol Ann 
Jones and Will Patton will 
perform a variety of popular 
and country music for West-
ford Music Series on Sunday, 
December 19, 4:00 – 5:00 PM 
at the Westford Common Hall 
(a.k.a. White Church). Carol 
Ann Jones brings a wonderful 
mix of vocals and strings per-
forming both original and clas-
sic music “American Style.” 

She is being joined by Will Patton, a multi-talented composer 
and instrumentalist who for past 30 years has been in de-
mand as a jazz bass player and mandolin playing his original 
compositions and old favorites. Call Mike Kirick, 802-363-
0930 for more information.                     PHOTO CONTRIBUTED
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Our A.W. Rich Funeral Home Family
~Serving Families for Over 100 Years~

Now Serving “All” of Your Family Members

1176 Main Street
Fairfax, VT 05454

57 Main Street
Essex Junction, VT 05452

www.awrfh.com

www.islandmemorials.com

Premium Compassionate Care for your pets, because “Loyalty Deserves Dignity”

A.W. Rich Funeral Home is the first choice for
hundreds of area families each year.

Island Memorial Pet Service

Service Charge: $1,065.00
Crematory Charge $390.00
Medical Examiner Permit $25.00
Certified Death Certificate $10.00
Transit Permit $5.00

Total Direct Cremation Charges: $1,495.00
Also included at no extra charge is a cremation container, our signature high
quality “Going Home” urn, newspaper obituary notice assistance and life

tribute placement on our website. Price effective January 1, 2020.

Direct Cremation Services

Compare our prices and save

802-878-2220

802-316-2284

The Island Memorial Difference:
• Pet Funerals
• Cremation Services
• Your Pet is Always in Our Care
• Dignified Pet Transportation
FromYour Home or Vet

• Immediate &Witness
Cremation Available

• Full Line of Pet Loss Products

Our Staff is here for you 24/7

We are proud to embrace traditional values, diversity
and innovation in honoring the spirit and life of each
person we serve. We offer a full selection of:

• Funeral and memorial services, ranging from
traditional to uniquely innovative and personal

• Burial services and cremation options
• Celebrant Services

A.W. Rich Funeral Home offers complete care, so you
can focus on comforting each other as you prepare to
say goodbye to someone dear to you.

A.W. Rich Funeral Home
802-879-4611 802-849-6261

www.dcsvt.com

Also included at no extra charge is a cremation container, our signature high 
quality “Going Home” urn, newspaper obituary notice assistance and life 

tribute placement on our website. Price effective January 1, 2021.

 

Recreation Soccer in Vermont is 
experiencing a shortage in referees. Please 
consider signing up to become a certified 
referee. The pay is really great and we need 
your help! Share with anyone who may be 
interested in refereeing.

Hello Vermont Soccer Families-
The Vermont Soccer Association, The State 

Referee Committee, and your local club are 
all making a coordinated effort to increase the 
number of USSF licensed referees in the state. 
Vermont along with the rest of the country is 
faced with increasing player numbers and not 
enough referees to support the need.

Who is eligible? Any player, parent, 
or enthusiast who is older than 13 years. 
Officiating is a great way to make a little 
extra spending money and support your local 
soccer community.

2022 Grassroots Referee Certification 
Training — If you are looking to become a 
referee for the first time need to be aware of 
the following requirements:

• The minimum age to become a licensed 
referee is 13 years old as of the date you seek 
to register in the Learning Center. You cannot 
register and complete any of the assignments 
prior to the date of your 13th birthday.

First Time Grassroots Referees completing 
registration through the U.S. Soccer Learning 
Center (https://www.ussoccer.com) must 
complete the following requirements. 

• Introduction to Safe and Healthy Playing 
Environments (1 hour)

• SafeSport (if 18 years or older) (1 hour)
• Online Grassroots Referee Course 

Module  (4.5 hours)
• First Time Grassroots Referee Quiz (45 

minutes)
• U.S. Soccer Federation Gold Standard 

• Additional State Assignments
To get started, instructions:
Step 1: Create an account in the U.S. Soccer Learning Center 

(https://www.ussoccer.com). All sign-ups, online training, and 
payments will go through this website.

Step 2: Sign up for an in-person clinic. Doing so will allow 
you to complete the online modules and pay dues. Clinics will be 
mostly held January-April in 2022.

Step 3: Complete the online modules. These must be completed 
before the in-person clinic.

Step 4: Attend the in-person clinic and receive your badge.
Step 5: Create a Got Sport account and register with an 

assignor.
Additional State Assignments as required: The state 

assignment is that you must complete an in-person state clinic. 
A list of these clinics is available in the Learning Center; select 
a date, complete the registration, and attend one of those clinics. 
For new referees these clinics are six hours of classroom and two 
hours of on-field instruction.

These courses are currently being scheduled and can be found 
on the Learning Center site(https://www.ussoccer.com).

Once you create a profile, select Referee Program – Start your 
Journey – Go to Course List.

After completing the above requirements, you will be licensed 
by USSF for one calendar year and receive your referee badge 
for that calendar year. You will need to re-register and recertify 
every year at the cost of $65. NCSI background checks must be 
updated every two years.

You will be included in the pool of officials to which events 
requiring licensed referees are offered. The assigning and 
acceptance process will be covered in your course.

The fees associated with becoming a referee are: $65 to register 
for the Grassroots Referee training in the Learning Center. If you 
are 18 years old or older, there is also a $30 fee for requesting an 
NCSI Background Check.

If you would like this information emailed to you with all 
the links in it, please contact Harley Johnson, Cambridge Youth 
Soccer Board President, at hjohnson@smuggs.com.

Soccer referee 
clinics available

Sports continued from page 11

Parent & Me Soccer in Westford
Westford kids under 4 and their parent(s) are welcome to 

come to the Westford Elementary School on the third Sunday, 
November 21, to play soccer! There will be fun games and drills 
hosted by the Westford Recreation Department.

The link to register online is at https://westfordvt.us/
recreation/.

NCSI Background Check (if 18 
years or older)


