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NEWS BRIEFS

or plants, and they pollute nature, tell them to stop. I have three 
reasons why you should not pollute nature.

The first reason why you should not pollute nature is because 
you’re killing animals. If you leave trash on the ground outside, 
an animal smells or sees it and thinks, “Food!” Many animals 
have died because of this. For example, one time my brother 
accidentally left a wrapper in the woods. And when it was 
nighttime, we were having s’mores, and we heard a crackling 
sound. We looked to our left, and sure enough, a deer was trying 
to carry the wrapper back to its home. My mom ran over to shoo 
the deer away and grabbed the wrapper.

The second reason why you should not pollute nature is because 
you actually get oxygen from plants. According to scientists, 
oxygen is made from plants and trees. So actually if you or your 
family pollutes, the gas is killing plants and therefore, you’re 
making less oxygen for yourself. It is important to not pollute 
because if we keep polluting, our Earth will be gone just like that.

One last reason you should not pollute is because pollution 
causes people to get sick and maybe even die. When someone 
pollutes, it not only kills animals and plants, but it can kill 
humans. Have you ever gone behind a school bus and the 
gas from the gas pipe smelled horrible? That’s an example of 
pollution. And if people keep doing it, more and more people, 
animals, and plants will be killed.

To conclude my essay, you should not pollute nature. If you 
do, you’re killing animals, polluting our oxygen, and you may 
even cause sicknesses. It’s important not to pollute. Pollution has 
been happening since gas powered machines have been invented, 
and will keep happening till they are gone. Even if you leave a 
piece of trash on the ground, an animal will still try to take it, 
and eat it. There is no reason to pollute unless you are trying to 
take your oxygen away from yourself, kill animals, or kill plants. 
Don’t pollute nature.

Don’t Pollute Nature

By Penny Haller
Westford School, Grade 4

Have you ever been camping and when you left, you left trash 
on the ground? Or have you or your parent driven through the 
woods and thought about the gas pipe? Well if you have, tell 
them to stop polluting. The animals, plants, and more are being 
harmed, or even killed. If you know someone that loves animals 

Bolton still 
seeking candidates 
for election 
at Town Meeting

By Amy Grover, Bolton Town Clerk and Treasurer
Currently, the Town has not received any required consent of 

candidate forms (reminder – no petitions are required this year 
per Act 162 and COVID-19) for Town Constable, Cemetery 
Commissioner, or for the three-year Select Board term. In order 
for a name to be placed on the ballot, the consent of candidate 
form must be received at the Town Office by 5:00 PM on Monday, 
January 25, 2021.

It is never optimal to go into an election with no name on a 
ballot. Please consider supporting your community by running 
for an elected office. And if you are planning to run, please 
submit your form ASAP so that your name is included on the 
sample ballots in the Town Report.

Please contact the Town Office for a consent of candidate 
form, or for more information.

Jericho budget 
meetings prior 
to Australian ballot 
in March

Covid has disrupted people’s lives and livelihoods. Services 
from the Town of Jericho have continued, albeit with offices open 
by appointment and electronic communication at the forefront.

Senate Bill S.354, passed by the Legislature and signed by the 
Governor, sought to assist local governments in the execution of 
their duties while keeping the public safe by permitting towns 
to approve their budgets by Australian ballot for this year only, 
without the customary town-wide vote to do so.

One of the advantages of discussing and voting on our 
town’s budget at Town Meeting is that portions of the budget 
can be amended from the floor, thus more closely reflecting 
the will of the citizens. As this flexibility is not available with 
a vote by Australian ballot, it is even more important to have 
public participation during the scheduled SelectBoard budget 
development meetings. As a result, the budget building that the 
Select Board, town committees, and other agencies normally do 
this time of year take on a greater importance.

Budget development Select Board meetings have always been 
open and the public encouraged to attend. However, to encourage 
this even more this year, the Board is posting a schedule so that 
you may listen and/or participate via MMCTV or Zoom as the 
Board puts the FY’22 budget proposal together.

Note: the February 9 and 25 meetings are informational. The 
plan is to record the meeting on February 9 and post it on the 
Town website to provide information to those planning to vote 
early. Here is a link to the Town Meeting information page: 
https://jerichovt.org/town-meeting-2021.

In addition, the Select Board will hold budget information 
meetings in the days before the March vote, but no changes can 
be made to what’s on the ballot at that point.

While the Zoom format has allowed greater participation at 
town meetings, it’s not flawless. It can be downright clunky. We 
ask for your patience. We look forward to the days ahead when 
we can sit among neighbors and talk things out, face to face.

Sincerely,
Wayne Howe
Catherine McMains
Tim Nulty
Jericho SelectBoard
Select Board meeting budget agenda items (past and future)
November 19: Revenue projections. Reserve fund status. 

Review first draft of budget, level funded. 7:00 pm.
December 3: Capital budget review. Town Library. Trails 

Committee. Town Clerk. 7:00 pm
December 17: Health and Safety. 7:00 pm.
January 7: Which items to list as Special Articles. All non 

mandated agency requests. 7:00 pm.
January 14: UJFD presentation and time for general budget 

questions. 7:00 pm.
Thursday, January 21: Adopt proposed budget and special 

articles for vote by Australian ballot. Last opportunity for public 
input before the budget is adopted. 7:00 PM

Thursday, February 4: Regular SB meeting. Includes 
preparation for budget info meetings. 7:00 PM

Tuesday, February 9: Budget presentation. Informational 
meeting; 1:30 PM.

Thursday, February 25: Budget presentation before Australian 
ballot. Informational meeting; 7:00 PM

Tuesday, March 2: Australian ballot voting all day.
Thursday, March 4: Select Board meeting; 7:00 PM.

Paycheck Protection Program 
re-opened January 11

By John Mandeville
Executive Director, Lamoille Economic 

Development Corporation
The Federal Paycheck Protection Program re-opened for 

applications on Monday, January 11. Applications will be taken 
from first time applicants as well as previous recipients who are 
now applying for round #2. For more detail please click on the 
link below:

https://www.sba.gov/about-sba/sba-newsroom/press-
releases-media-advisories/ppp-reopens-jan-11?utm_
medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery

Farmers to Families 
Food Box program extended

Good news from the Vermont Foodbank! Thanks to generous 
community support, the Vermont Foodbank is able to extend 
the Farmers to Families Food Box program into January and 
February, independent of the USDA.

In partnership with the Abbey Group, Farmers to Families 
food boxes will continue to be available at multiple daily food 
distributions throughout the state, through February.

To keep wait times to a minimum, reservations will be required 
for the distributions. To register and see the dates and locations, 
please visit https://humanresources.vermont.gov/food-help or 
call 802-476-0316 for assistance.

New distribution dates and locations will be posted regularly 
– please continue to check back if you do not see the location or 
date you are looking for. January dates will be posted soon.

Each reservation will receive one box with about 30 pounds 
of food, including fresh produce, dairy products, and meat. You 
are welcome to pick up food for other families who are not able 
to make it to the pickup site. Just be sure to make a separate 
reservation for each household you would like to pick up for. 
Each reservation is for one box of food.

Stay safe – your local Essex-Jericho-Underhill Ecumenical 
Food Shelf

Walking/skiing/sledding 
on West Bolton Golf Course

West Bolton golf course is asking everyone to PLEASE call 
(802-434-4321) and get permission before walking, skiing, or 
sledding this winter. There are several sensitive areas marked off 
that can be damaged when walked on... especially with less than 
6” of snow.

As always, we thank you for your support. Any other questions 
can be emailed to westboltongolfclub@gmail.com.

Elected Positions 
for Cambridge - March 2, 2021

By Mark Schilling, Cambridge Town Clerk
Elected positions to be filled by Australian Ballot at Cambridge 

Town Meeting on Tuesday, March 2, 2021, Annual Meeting of 
the Town of Cambridge:

Moderator 1 year; Selectboard 3 years; Selectboard 2 years; 
Auditor 3 years; Auditor 1 year; Lister 3 years; Lister 2 years; 
First Constable 1 year; Delinquent Tax Collector 1 year; Library 
Trustee 5 years; Library Trustee 4 years; Library Trustee 3 years; 
Library Trustee 2 years; Library Trustee 1 year; Trustee for 
Public Money 1 year; Cemetery Commissioner 5 years.

All candidates for elected offices must submit a consent 
form (17 V.S.A §2681 (a)) to the Town Clerk by 5:00 PM on 
Monday, January 25, 2021 to appear on the ballot. Petitions are 
not required for this election.

Consent Form: www.cambridgevt.org/consent.

New on VT Rt. 15: 
25 mph speed limit zone

By Todd Odit, Jericho Town Administrator
There is a new permanent 25 mph speed limit zone on VT Rt. 

15 in Jericho Corners.
It starts near the Town Hall and extends almost to the Jericho/

Essex town line. The 25 mph school speed limit zone at Jericho 
Elementary School remains as it is.

Jericho Town Meeting 
is Tuesday, March 2

By Jessica Alexander, Jericho Town Clerk
Happy New Year! Now that it is 2021, some of you might be 

wondering what Town Meeting is going to be like in Jericho this 
year. We were very fortunate in 2020 to have our annual Town 
Meeting in person without the fears and unknowns of COVID-19. 
Even the New York Times came to see our annual meeting.

I know there has been talk in the past about ways to increase 
participation at Town Meeting. What if we met on Saturday or 
the evening before, instead of Tuesday morning? What if we 
voted everything by ballot? What if we had a representative 
Town Meeting?

Well, 2021 is going to give us an opportunity to see what Town 
Meeting is going to be like by voting everything by ballot. This 
is just a change for 2021, due to the Governor signing Act 162 
(https://legislature.vermont.gov/Documents/2020/Docs/ACTS/
ACT162/ACT162%20As%20Enacted.pdf). However, there will 
not be any information available at the polling place on March 2, 
2021. You need to be involved ahead of time to know more about 
what you are voting on.

Since the fall of 2020, the Select Board has been meeting 
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4H offers 
VTeen Science 
Exploration

Join 4H every Wednesday, 3:30 
– 4:45 PM, at a virtual science café 
where you will meet scientists, learn 
about their work, explore different 
science pathways, and engage in 
informal discussions. Free and open 
to all youth in grades 7-12 in VT and 
beyond! Registration is required; to 
get the login access link, go online 

to www.uvm.edu/extension/youth/announcements.
Topics to be explored include: 
January 20 – Network Analysis and Its Applications in 

Biology;
January 27 – Harnessing Microbes to Protect the Environment;
February 3 – Ruminant Nutrition: The Symbiotic Relationship 

Between the Cow and Her Microbes;
February 10 – Secrets in the Rings: What Tree-Rings Can Tell 

Us About Our Past, Present, and Future Environments;
February 17 – How We Look Inside A Solar Cell: A Nonlinear 

Approach to Impedance Spectroscopy;
February 24 – Endangered Crops of Vermont;
March 3 – How Psychological Science Can Help You Succeed 

in ANY Organization;
March 10 – Opioids: An Epidemic Within a Pandemic;
March 17 – Develecology: The Science of How Our Ecosystem 

Shapes Our Development.
To request a disability-related accommodation to participate 

in this program, please contact Lauren Traister, 4-H Teen & 
Leadership Program Coordinator, at 802-888-4972.

Watch recordings of past science cafés on the University 
of Vermont 4-H YouTube channel (https://www.youtube.com/
channel/UCXgBDTkoh3SmF7EAwg77emQ/playlists, or search 
YouTube for “University of Vermont 4-H”) and click on the 
“Teen Science Cafés” playlist.

For more information about this and other programs offered 
through UVM Extension 4H, go online to https://www.uvm.edu/
extension/youth/announcements.
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4-H COMING EVENTS

to put the budget together. They generally meet the first and 
third Thursday evening of the month. The meetings are held 
via Zoom, but you can also call into the meeting. MMCTV has 
been televising the meetings live and on their YouTube channel. 
See more information on this link to this Thursday evening’s 
Select Board Agenda: https://jerichovt.org/2493/widgets/7635/
documents/16448/download.

Once the budget is adopted by the Select Board, it will be 
printed in the Town Report and mailed to Jericho residents. There 
will also be informational meetings held by the Select Board so 
that voters can ask questions.

Jericho Capital 
Budget Public Hearing

By Todd Odit, Jericho Town Administrator
On Thursday, January 21, 2021 at 7:00 PM, via ZOOM, 

the Jericho Selectboard will hold a public hearing to solicit 
comments on the proposed FY22 Capital Budget. The public is 
invited to attend and offer comments on the proposed budget. 
Copies may be viewed outside the Town Hall or on the town 
website at www.jerichovt.org.

Zoom information:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88337933110?pwd=S1ZlNk1sM1Y

zSm1MSHFNQ25tZDFXUT09
Meeting ID: 883 3793 3110
Password: 440928
Other Town Meeting information can be found at this link: 

https://jerichovt.org/town-meeting-2021.

Jericho dog 
registration information

By Jessica Alexander, Jericho Town Clerk
We received the new dog tags this week from the supplier 

(there was a bit of delay this year). This week we began mailing 
out the new blue 2021 dog license tag to dogs that have a valid 
rabies vaccination on file. The vaccine needs to be valid at least 
through April 1, 2021 in order for a dog tag to be issued at no 
cost.

Since 2015 the Jericho Select Board has waived the fee for 
timely dog registration by April 1 of the licensing year as long as 
the rabies vaccine is current at least through April 1.

Thank you to those that dropped off the updated rabies shot 
info this summer. The drop box outside the Town Hall front steps 
can be used to drop off updates and we will mail the new tags.

If you have a new puppy, it does not need to be licensed until it 
is six months old. It needs to have its rabies vaccine given before 
it can be registered.
New to Jericho? Check out our dog registration page (https://
jerichovt.org/dog-registration) on our website for more 
information and register your dog online. You need to sign up 
with a user name to complete the form online. Alternatively, you 
can print off the form and drop it in the drop box, or mail it to 
Town of Jericho, P.O. Box 67, Jericho VT 05465

Westford Selectboard 
draft minutes, January 7

By Nanette Rogers, Westford Town Clerk
What is your Selectboard talking about in the new year? Find out 

here: https://westfordvt.us/wp-content/uploads/2021/01/2021-
01-07-Draft-Selectboard-Minutes.pdf.

Monthly Essex Jericho 
Underhill Food Shelf

The EJU Ecumenical Ministry Food Shelf is especially 
grateful for the outpouring of community support in the form of 
time, money, produce, and staples during the recent holidays. As 
you can imagine, the need has grown over the past year.

In 2021 the Food Shelf plans to continue monthly distributions 
on the third Saturday of each month (next: February 20) from 
9:00 – 11:00 AM at Good Shepherd Lutheran Church VT Rt. 15 
in Jericho.

Newcomers may register on the spot. To stay safe, clients 
should plan to stay in their vehicles while volunteers deliver pre-
packed bags of groceries.

While regretting the need to limit the number of on site 
volunteers due to COVID, other contributions are still welcome 
through local churches, donations bins in local markets, or P.O. 
Box 65 Jericho, VT 05465.

For more information, email ejufoodshelf@gmail.com.

Underhill ice rink 
update and reminders

A quick update and some reminders about the Underhill Ice 
Rink at Moore Park in Underhill Center: 

• The rink is open from 7:00 AM – 8:30 PM. The lights come 
on and turn off automatically. 

• Please follow Vermont covid guidelines. The short version 
is: wear a mask and respect proper social distancing. We all know 
the drill!

• The rink gets closed if the weather warms up or if we are 
resurfacing the ice. You can always check the Recreation 
Committee’s Facebook page for updates (https://www.facebook.
com/underhillvtrecreationcommittee).

• If it is a bit snowy, shovel it. If there is trash laying around, 
take it with you.

Thanks to all who have helped with the rink this winter! It’s 
been good to see so many people using it.

Running for office in Westford, 2021
By Nanette Rogers, Westford Town Clerk

The election of town officers will occur at the Tuesday, March 
2, 2021 Annual Town Meeting vote. Following are seats that 
are expiring in March: Selectboard (3 year term); Selectboard 
(3 year term with 2 years remaining); Town Moderator (1 year 
term); Library Trustee (5 year term); Library Trustee (5 year 
term, 1 year remaining); Library Trustee (5 year term, 2 years 
remaining).

In a normal year, to run for an office a candidate would need 
to submit a petition with signatures along with a Consent for 
Candidate form. However, the Legislature enacted a temporary 
change to the election laws for 2021 that removed the requirement 
to collect signatures. A person interested in running for office 
only needs to submit the consent form in 2021. All fields are 
required to be completed, with the exception of the Party.

The deadline to submit the consent form is 5:00 PM on Monday, 
January 25. The form can be picked up at the Town Office (please 
call ahead) or can be found online at https://westfordvt.us/wp-
content/uploads/2020/12/Consent-of-Candidate.pdf.

Contact the town office at 878-4587 or townclerk@westfordvt.
us if you have any questions regarding running for office.

Westford Mutual Aid
Just another reminder that a small group has formed here in 

town and we’re trying to make sure everyone in our community 
is having their needs met. Westford Mutual Aid can help with 
money, food, transportation, clothing, and much more. Please 
let your neighbors know about this, and feel free to share our 
information far and wide. People can reach out by phone, 802-
324-7112, or email, wdunkley65@gmail.com.

Additionally, here is an interest sheet where people can share what 
they are offering, what they need, and both. Anyone can access and 
edit this Google document: https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/
d/1mHf0k_rOSQvYo5DYiMGSmdR9QMD8zax62gYnZloLNk4/
edit?usp=sharing

Additionally, here is a Westford Mutual Aid flyer that anyone 
can print out and hang up in locations that folks are likely to visit. 
It has tear off tabs at the bottom: https://drive.google.com/file/
d/1tZF3zz0XXisJgEGjIFx-nnyhsH71CSYh/view?usp=sharing

Thank you, Westford.

Westford DRB Meeting Agenda – 
Monday, January 25

By Melissa Manka, Westford Planning Coordinator
The Westford Development Review Board will meet on 

Monday, January 25, 7:15 PM, on Zoom. To join the Zoom 
meeting, go online to https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86271315472
?pwd=UjMrdlRsZVpkY3NyMTFaVkl3NlZUUT09; meeting ID: 
862 7131 5472, passcode: 0125. To join by phone, call 646-558-
8656.

The meeting agenda is as follows:
7:15 Roll Call
7:20 Amendments to Agenda
7:22 Minutes of January 11, 2020 Meeting
7:25 Citizens to be Heard, Announcements, and Other 

Business
7:30 Essentials of Land Use Planning Training (Taylor 

Newton, CCRPC Senior Planner)
9:30 Adjourn
Any individual who believes that they need a reasonable 

accommodation may submit a request to the Town Clerk.

IN-PERSON and VIRTUAL and SOCIALLY DISTANCED
Wednesday, January 20
Getting New Farmers on the Land: How VLT approaches 

the challenge of affordability, 12:00 PM, online. How can a 
land trust make farmland affordable for up-and-coming farmers? 
Join this discussion about farm affordability, changes in the 
farming industry and land ownership in VT, and how Vermont 
Land Trust is responding. Free. For information and to register, 
https://vlt.org/event/affordable-farmland-event. For questions 
and accommodation requests contact Katherine, Katherine@vlt.
org or 802-745-63034.

Thursday, January 21
Free legal clinic for VT seniors 60+, 9:00 – 11:30 AM. 

Vermont Legal Aid is  hosting a virtual legal advice clinic, by 
phone, for free legal assistance to Vermont seniors, aged 60 and 
up, to answer your civil legal question. We can help with health 
care, social security, consumer debt, housing, unemployment, 
and more. Give us a call and leave a message to book your free 
20-minute appointment. To schedule an appointment, call 802-
318-4169 and leave a message. Or, sign up online at https://
vtlawhelp.org/seniors. If you have an immediate legal problem, 
call our general phone number and ask for help: 1-800-889-2047.

Monday, January 25
What’s Happening On (and Under) All That Snow? 

7:00 PM, on Zoom.Wildlife biologist Tom Rogers from The 
Nature Conservancy will lead a photographic journey of winter 
in Vermont, followed by a Q&A session. Sponsored by the 
Londonderry Conservation Commission. Go online to http://
www.londonderryvt.org/conservation-commission/conservation-
commission-events/ for complete instructions for joining by 
computer or telephone.

Wednesday, February 3
J-U Lions Blood Drive, 12:00 – 5:00 PM, Covenant 

Community Church, 1 Whitcomb Meadows Lane, Essex 
Junction. There is a critical need so please consider making a 
donation. You can schedule an appointment at RedCrossBlood.
org entering COVENANT. Sponsored by the Jericho-Underhill 
Lions Club.

Tuesday, February 9
Over and Under the Snow: virtual story ski and tour of 

Northeast Kingdom recreation spots, 4:00 – 5:00 PM, online. 
A winter story event for the whole family! Explore five VLT-
conserved winter recreation spots in the Northeast Kingdom, and 
read Over and Under the Snow by Vermont author Kate Messner 
along the way. In this family-friendly event, we’ll travel to a farm, 
some forests, and even up a mountain! Free. For information 
and to register, https://vlt.org/event/story-ski. For questions and 
accommodation requests contact Katherine, Katherine@vlt.org 
or 802-745-63034.

Friday, February 12
Virtual Book Club for Grown-Ups, 7:00 PM, on Zoom. 

Sponsored by the Children’s Literacy Foundation (CLiF): Dan 
Brown, author of The Da Vinci Code. The Book Club will 
discuss the latest novel in Brown’s popular Robert Langdon 
series, Origin, as well as learn about his new children’s book 
Wild Symphony and have a Q&A with this renowned author. 
Free; donations to CLiF are encouraged. To learn more and sign 
up for the event, go online to N

Thursday, February 18
Bark, Buds, and Branches: Learn to identify trees in 

winter, 1:00 – 2:00 PM, online. Many of us can identify trees 
like maple and oaks by their leaf shape, but once those leaves 
are on the ground tree identification can be a little tricky. Join 
VLT foresters to learn what trees they love the most and tips and 
tricks to identify trees this time of year. Free. For information and 
to register, https://vlt.org/event/winter-tree-id. For questions and 
accommodation requests contact Katherine, Katherine@vlt.org 
or 802-745-63034.

Thursday, March 11
What Animal Is It? Virtual wildlife tracking tour through 

the winter woods, 1:00 – 2:00 PM, online. Winter is a busy time 
in the woods for our animal neighbors and trying to identify 
all those animal tracks in the snow is hard. Join us for a virtual 
wildlife tracking tour through Vermont’s woods. Free. For 
information and to register, https://vlt.org/event/winter-tree-id. 
For questions and accommodation requests contact Katherine, 
Katherine@vlt.org or 802-745-63034.

Dog Licenses in Underhill
By Sherri Morin, Underhill Town Clerk

Dog licenses are now available! Vermont state law requires 
that all dogs (six months and older) be registered in the town 
where they reside. The price is $12 for spayed/neutered dogs, 
$17 if intact. A current rabies certificate is required.

Since the Town offices are still closed, please mail a check 
or use the drop box outside the door. Your license and tag will 
be mailed to you. If you would like to come, please call and a 
schedule an appointment. If you have any questions, please call 
899-4434 ext. 1, or email smorin@underhillvt.gov.

Remember — a license is your pet’s phone call home!

SPORTS NEWS

Mount Mansfield Girls Lacrosse 
seeks volunteer coaches

By Melissa Mutolo
I have been running the middle school girls’ lacrosse program 

for 18 years. I worked as a coach and administrator for the first 
11 years, and now I am responsible for the administration of the 
league.

We are in need of coaches for the 2021 season. This is 
a volunteer role and would start at the end of March and run 
through the first week of June. Practice is at Mills Riverside Park 
in Jericho on Mondays and Wednesdays, 6:00 – 7:30 PM. Games 
are on Sundays in May and the first weekend of June.

Our program supports middle schools girls in grades 4-8. If 
you have an interest, please email me at melissamutolo@live.
com.

Browns River Little League 
registration begins February 1

Registration for Browns River Little League (BRLL) opens 
online at www.brownsriverlittleleague.com on Monday, February 
1 and runs through Friday, March 19! BRLL is open to boys 
and girls ages 4-12 in Jericho and Underhill (13-year-olds are 
eligible for Mount Mansfield Babe Ruth and school baseball). 
Please visit our website or tune in to BRLL’s Facebook page for 
frequent updates and information.

Sports news continued on page 3
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Our Retail Stores are Open!
Stop in and see us, we have missed you!

Blue Mall, So. Burlington • 802-863-8306
Factory Location, Route 15, Jericho • 802-899-3373

SnowflakeChocolate.com
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Mountain 
High

Pizza Pie
Curbside 

pickup only
Menu available at

mthighpizzapievermont.
com

HOURS  
SUNDAY & MONDAY 

4:00 PM - 8:00PM
TUESDAY - FRIDAY 

2:00 PM - 8:00 PM
 SATURDAY 

2:00 PM - 8:00 PM

899-3718
Route 15,

Jeri-Hill Plaza, 
Jericho

Our multilayered identities – 
a source of well being

By Bernie Paquette
(February 2009; revised)

Broken, banished and battered amidst ice and dirty slush, lay 
the most yellow of yellow roses – no stems, just the flowers, three, 
and some loose petals. Scooping them up in bare hands, they felt 
unnaturally cold. Cradling the petals like a newly caught fragile 
butterfly, their soft texture decried life had not been extinguished 
from the golden yellow beauties, despite the hardships they had 
endured.

After bringing the sunlight colored petals to hand held 
temperature, they were provided shelter in, as if meant to be, 
a yellow winter coat pocket. The buds seemed to unfold and 
expand like a bird fluffing its feathers while nestled in shelter 
away from the cold. Placed in a glass on the kitchen table at 
home, the yellow roses appeared ready to grow again. The loose 
petals on the table bordering the glass gave notice of the many 
layers that remained, like the sunshine which reaches our face 
on a bitter cold day: yellow streams of warmth and beauty, un-
yielding, un-ending.

We all have layers forming our identity: career, family and 
friends, health conditions, financial stability, attitude and life 
outlook, among others. One layer may fade or fall away only to 
give greater exposure to other layers that make up who we are 
as individuals. Fortunately, if we carefully observe ourselves as 
well as others, we can find the unique facets and moments that 
give us pleasure and brighten our day, reminding us that there 
are many elements to well being, and sometimes the loss of one 
preempt the greater recognition of another that awaits us.

Though recent events may weigh heavy on our thoughts, I wish 
for sunlight in each your days. May we all find ways to better 
recognize injustices, and correct them as best we can. — Bernie

Growing up
By Sue Kusserow

Special to the Mountain Gazette
HE is five years old. He lives with his Mom who works 

cleaning houses four days a week. His Dad was raised in West 
Virginia, and even though jobs in coal mining are scarce now-a-
days, he doesn’t think he’d get anything better elsewhere. They 
live in a once-white clapboard house between the railroad tracks 
used to bring coal out of the mountain and onto the loading 
platforms. A forlorn dirt road runs past the house on one side; on 
the other rushes the river… calm now, angry in the spring.

His Grampa lives with them, too, coughing and wheezing from 
years as a miner. He goes to the government clinic every three 
months, but he knows nothing can be done, much as his fellow 
workers have also learned. Ma tightens her face: “Something is 
supposed to be done for these poor souls, but all they get is a 
medical student from the university who shakes his head and 
gives him some more pills.” She tells the same old story: “You 
think you’ll get some help… a house where the roof doesn’t leak, 
or some overtime pay… when the big guys come through in their 
shiny cars to tell you how sorry they are… and then drive away.” 
HE hears Ma and Grampa… angry, and getting nothing. His Dad 
stays out of it – been there before and after all, he’s too tired.

HE is 10 now and he goes to the West River Consolidated 
School. He jumps onto the RR tracks, balancing, watching out 
for the twisted pieces. Running the rails is a lot quicker than the 
road, which is too muddy to walk. Every spring the town truck 
goes belching through trying to fix it up; no one drives the West 
River Road who can avoid it. He walks a little under a half-mile 
to the school, which is what you’d expect: a thin two-story box 
structure with the first floor for grades 1-4, and a small room 
with a fridge and hot plate for kids that can’t get home for lunch. 
The other grades are laid up on two more floors, with the seniors 
keeping to themselves in the attic. “I have seven classmates: 
four girls and two boys. The youngest has the longest walk, but 
sometimes the rural delivery carrier gives him a ride while he 
throws out the newspapers. My classmate John is about as tall as 
I am, and quite strong; his friendship with me is mostly teaching 
me how to box. The other boy is different: quiet, likes to read, 
looks down at his desktop most of the time.”

The teacher is a young man who just graduated from normal 
school, and this is his first teaching job. Sometimes he tries 
to teach what he calls the classics: arithmetic, some English 
authors, and the history of the United States. He and Grampa 
sort of get along, always talking about how the government gyps 
people: “The big boys get the best jobs and end up telling us 
what to do… without ever asking us. So, we try and get in with 
them to see if it helps.” Sometimes the teacher paces in front 
of the class, talking loudly and blaming the town fathers, the 
Consolidated School Board, even the governor. The class sits 
quietly, somehow absorbing the rant in bits and pieces… blame 
and anger with no place to go.

HE is 14… now in the Consolidated High School. His Grampa 
calls him pampered. “Hop a bus to get to school! Now I wonder 
who’s paying for that! Some crooked county officer! I know 
them all; your dad lost his job and pretty much his life, working 
for some coal company off in New York. You don’t believe me 
but it will happen to you. GD bosses sitting around Washington. 
They make a wall so high us regular folk can’t even crawl over it. 
There is some guy in Washington now who says he can stop the 
solar companies and make things better for coal. Doesn’t seem 
to care about what coal dust throws into the air, about pollution.”

HE likes school at 16. Had never before been with so many 
different kids… some Mexican, some colored, and a family of 
Chinese he sees walking to school in a big group… city kids, 

too… tough ones. “I sometimes make a pest of myself, follow 
them around and hear their plans. They sound so sure, so cool 
and casual. I’ve lived so differently, but they seem to tolerate me, 
even want me to join them… ‘teach the boy some new tricks’ 
they say.” Grampa grumbles: “Well, at least you’re learning 
how the world works!” I go to their meetings and have been to 
some rallies, but crowds are not my thing. But the gang (they call 
themselves the Freedom Militia) are pushing me to go to little 
rallies, start off easy.

HE is 18. GRADUATION. “I made it through Algebra, but just 
barely. The same teacher I had in grade school transferred here. 
He still talks a lot, about changes that will be made: “Our people 
first, the hell with the rest.” We got a leader now who promises 
these things, and talks to us, too. I try to follow the quick quips, 
since I need to make up for all those years in isolation. These guys 
are good at what’s happening in West Virginia and the world.”

HE is 20, working in Charleston, boring but it’s steady and he 
can send some cash home to his Mom. Grampa is gone. Was at 
the County Hospital… small place, but the aides liked him and 
would come in to turn him on his other side, rub his legs, and 
chat cheerily about local news. But Grampa never mentioned his 
grandson’s association with this gang of flag-waving bozos. “It’s 
always a problem,” said Grampa. “One under the name of free 
speech can say anything and if he says it well, then people listen 
sometimes.”

HE is delegated, as a new member, to drive the bus, and has 
an awful time trying to find a place to park. The bus stalls and 
is pushed by a bunch of people wearing red hats, army gear, and 
waving flags. He knows the Confederate flag from his childhood 
and the swastika from movies about the war. These are mixed 
with a number of Old Glory flags. He doesn’t see how these three 
flags connect, but he’s just starting on this new stuff. It’s hot, 
crowds rushing through gardens, pulling down tree branches for 
walking sticks, banners, and more. “I get pushed even tighter, 
one woman yelling in my ear: ‘Get Going! Up those steps!’ 
Now I know where I am… just inside the Capitol. This was the 
building I admired in my U.S. History course… now it is being 
battered with flag poles, windows smashed, lecterns turned over. 
This was no chance for free speech although I had been told it 
would be, and I hoped for it. But suddenly I couldn’t stand it. I 
had little idea what was being asked of all these strange people… 
or of me.”

“What’s’a matter? Ya givin’ up? You’re going the wrong way, 
BOY!” a man shouts in my ear and pushes forward. And then I 
heard my Grampa’s voice: “What’s happening? This kind of ‘free 
speech’ ain’t gonna work. It’s called a riot!” And I thought of the 
years he had drilled and dug for twelve hours, six days a week, 
and ended up coughing his way to his death. He knew what was 
right, but there were too few of him and too many others who had 
died trying to know.

I pushed my way through the broken spikes of barricades, read 
hand-made signs that were jammed into my face, looked ahead 
into faces that were red with rage. There was little fear shown… 
not with this amount of violence to protect those who could finally 
believe they had the chance to follow a true savior. I stumbled 
over umbrellas used as weapons, back packs leaking smashed 
bottles of liquid, sleeping bags stomped into dirt and grass. But I 
could see my bus and finally got to its front door, torn open by a 
drunk marcher. I crawled in the back and adjusted blankets and 
knapsacks into a hiding place. I found myself thinking of the 
rants of that charismatic, misguided history teacher, and how we 
all sat quietly and naively because we couldn’t see danger when 
it was disguised as learning. And I thought of Grampa and how 
he had wanted so little in a country of so much. And how, in 
between his fits of coughing, he pleaded for a feisty but peaceful 
solution. And then I cried.

Flames and games
By Douglas Boardman

Special to the Mountain Gazette
As I have said before, plumbing and heating is no picnic. It 

can be dangerous and even deadly! You learn what to do and 
not do from experience rather than from a book. Preschool kids 
and friendly dogs (especially lab retrievers) have been a fringe 
benefit for me. When I was a kid my toys were trees, sticks, 
stones, string, and dried cow flops. So in later years, I loved 
playing with toys with my children and grandchildren.

As time went on, I looked forward to going to customer who 
had a friendly dog or a 4- or 5-year-old child. After I got the 
plumbing or heating problem fixed, I would play games with the 
kids or dogs or both. Sometimes that can be dangerous. I had one 
customer who had a 4-year-old boy who I had gotten to know. 
One day, while he was at preschool, I was soldering a baseboard 
heater in a bedroom on my stomach, squeezed between the bed 
and the wall. The bedroom door was open, and I was alone in 
the house. I didn’t hear the boy and mother come home. All of a 
sudden, the boy ran into the bedroom and jumped on my back. 
It scared the bejesus out of me, and I burned my arm and the 
hair off my arm. I vowed, after that episode, that I wouldn’t play 
“horsey” any more with kids.

I have to admit, we were still in the era of playing with real 
toys instead of computer and cell phone games. Most of the kids 
were the “only-child” so they didn’t have any siblings to play 
with. One of my favorites was a 4-year-old boy who asked me if 
I would play wiffle-ball with him after I got done plumbing, so 
I said yes. I got done and put my tools away and cleaned up. He 
immediately ran and got his ball and bat and handed me the bat 
and said, “You are up first.” I was in the family room near the 
front door and he throws the ball over in the corner of the room 
about 10 feet away from me. Then he says, “Strike! You are out, 

and it’s my turn!” I told him I didn’t even swing, and he said I 
was still out. He took the bat, I pitched the ball, and he hit it to 
the side, and he yelled, “Home run! I win! Let’s play with my 
dump truck.” We played with his construction toys for an hour 
or more, and then he didn’t want me to leave. I had to tell him I 
would be back again, and we would play. I was back again but 
he wasn’t home.

Another time, I was in a girl’s apartment with a big snake in a 
glass tank with a special electric heater to keep the snake warm. I 
am not scared of snakes when they are enclosed, but really don’t 
know if they are poisonous or not or if they will wrap around your 
neck and squeeze you to death if they are loose. The apartment 
building owner found out about the snake because the electric 
bill went up so much. He told the girl that either the snake had 
to go or they both had to go. He let her keep the little dog, who 
barked constantly whenever it saw me. Somehow, when you 
know a reptile is 10 feet away from you, it is a distraction.

I also fixed plumbing and heating systems at a preschool and 
the kids and teachers loved it because they used the time for 
“show and tell.” The teachers took a break and the kids gathered 
around me. I was working under a sink cabinet and one boy and 
a dog tried to get under with me. Other boys wanted to help me, 
and some kids asked me questions like: What are you doing? 
Why are you doing that? How are you going to fix that? And 
when will you be done? There was one boy who I called “The 
Thinker” because he stood in the back of the group with his arms 
folded, not saying a word, but you could tell his “wheels were 
turning” concentrating on every move I made.

My favorite dog was a retired bomb-sniffing dog – a yellow 
lab retriever. He was huge but gentle as a lamb. He was well 
trained, so he followed instructions to the letter.

Next column: Notable vacations

Alone and loneliness
By Sue Kusserow

Special to the Mountain Gazette
It is darkening… in a quick, completely encompassing winter 

way, as if someone had dropped a huge dark blanket over us, and 
all small sources of daylight dim almost instantly disappear into 
themselves. One minute and daylight seems secure; the next time 
you look up and out, the mountains have been swallowed by the 
night. There is no time for a sunset… or softness or slowness. 
Perhaps this lack of any nighttime mode of choice is startling 
enough to feed the loneliness we have felt all day, but somehow 
didn’t realize how lonely we were… and are. Summer sun dips 

orange and fades; winter night falls with haste.
Being alone is tolerable; it is mentally upright, rather proud 

of itself. There is a sense of pride with others who are working 
“on their own.” America loves a good independent autonomous 
individual. When one follows a day planned, executed, and 
fulfilled, this accomplishment thus supports a good standing-by-
self, and we feel rewarded as we relax into reviewing our solitary 
achievement. Dark brings closure and a sense of peace: our day 
is done.

But the terms alone and loneliness are not interchangeable. 
Alone can make its own mood; loneliness cannot. It has an 

We’re optimistic of a fun, safe season while we continue to 
navigate the challenges of COVID-19. BRLL will strictly adhere 
to all state/fed/MMUSD guidelines for youth recreation as the 
season unfolds. 

If you have a credit from last season, our league treasurer will 
be reaching out with information on how to register.

Feel free to reach out to brownsriverll@gmail.com with any 
questions!
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Andrea Malinowski in cooperation with the Vermont Blueprint 
for Health and Southwestern Vermont Medical Center. 

“I work with participants to develop and implement strategies 
to sustain a healthy lifestyle through simple, moderate changes” 
Malinowski said. “I’m excited to be involved with this program 
and build on its success. Join me For The Health of It!” 

Participants will enjoy guest speakers on topics such as 
nutrition, healthy cooking, physical activity, stress reduction, 
and more. 

Participants may register online at www.myhealthvt.org. 
Participants may also contact Kathi Dockum, 802-440-4098 or 
dockum@svhealthcare.org, with questions and to register.

The Vermont Lions are excited to spread the word about this 
program as Diabetes Awareness and Vision are two of our key 
initiatives. We know that there is a correlation between diabetes 
and vision issues, and as Helen Keller’s “Knights of the Blind,” 
Lions are happy to be part of spreading the word about this 
important program. Remember, it is free to Vermonters!

Invitation to participate 
in a COVID-19 research study

Are you a resident of Vermont or have you traveled to Vermont 
from out-of-state during the Covid-19 pandemic? 

Complete an online survey and enter for a chance to win one 
of ten $25 gift cards to a local Vermont business. Total time 
for participation is approximately 10 minutes, and includes 
completing an online survey. 

To participate you must be at least 18 years of age, and be 
either a Vermont resident OR have traveled to Vermont from out-
of-state during the COVID-19 pandemic.

For more information and to participate, please visit http://
go.uvm.edu/kv7cd.

Richmond Rescue Q4 statistics
By Michael Chiarella, Richmond Rescue 

Director of Operations
In the fourth quarter of 2020 we went on 159 calls and 

transported 95 patients, for a transport rate of 60%. Our average 
for this period in the last three years was 164 calls and 99 
transports and a transport rate of 60%.

We had 32 volunteers actively participating in our operations. 
They contributed a total of 5561 hours on duty. Most of those 
hours are spent at the station so that we can provide a quick 
response. On average we left the station in two minutes and eight 
seconds, and arrived on scene in 13 minutes. We spent about 
19 minutes on scene and then another 27 minutes transporting 
our patient to the hospital. Prompt activation of 9-1-1 is vital 
when someone has a serious medical problem. By calling for an 
ambulance we can begin to provide care that would normally 
have to wait until you arrive at the hospital.

We went on 17 calls in Bolton (two of those were at Bolton 
Valley), 53 in Richmond, 25 in Huntington, four in Jericho, five 
in Starksboro, and 10 on I-89. We also traveled out of our area 
to Essex, Hinesburg, Underhill, and Williston to assist other 
agencies. The busiest day of the week was Friday (30) and the 
quietest day was Wednesday (11). Daytime (6:00 AM – 6:00 PM) 
accounted for 97 calls, while nights had 62 calls.

In the fourth quarter we were able to respond to five calls 
with our second truck while the primary truck was on another 
call. This means that instead of waiting for an ambulance from 
Williston or UVM, we were able to respond with no delay. Many 
other times we had a crew standing by for a second call. This is a 
testament to the depth and dedication of our volunteers.

Of our 99 transports, we only transported 17 patients with 
our lights and sirens activated (17%). We reserve the use of 
lights and sirens for the most critical patients. The difference in 
transport time with lights and sirens is only about three minutes 
faster. Please pull your car to the right and stop at a safe place if 
you see us approaching with our lights on.

Since we began the E911 sign program, we’ve sold 880 
reflective address signs. They have been making a great difference 
for us in being able to quickly locate addresses. You can order 
yours at http://www.richmondrescue.org/E911sign.html.

I hope you found this snapshot of the fourth quarter interesting. 
If there are any additional numbers you are interested in, feel free 
to contact director@richmondrescue.org.

Howard Center upcoming 
events and news

City Market Rally for Change will benefit Howard Center’s 
Street Outreach program during the month of January. The team 
helps by connecting people with unmet social service needs 
to critical mental health, substance use, and other healthcare 
services in the greater downtown Burlington area. Thank you for 
rounding up at the register and to City Market for their support: 
https://www.citymarket.coop/community/rally-for-change.

Vermont’s Mental Health Advocacy Day is Monday, February 
1. NAMI Vermont is providing information, resources, and a 
virtual advocacy day featuring addresses by state leaders, a 
keynote speaker, and an opportunity to share your stories and 
experiences with mental health. More information can be found 
at https://namivt.org/advocacy/advocacy-day/.

Howard Center presents its virtual annual conference, 
Perspectives on Connection, Compassion, and Belonging on 
Tuesday, March 30, 9:00 AM – 1:00 PM. Registration will open 
in February. The conference, designed for a broad audience, will 
feature national speakers Dr. Laurie Santos, Rev. angel Kyodo 
williams, and V (formerly Eve Ensler). For more information, 
visit https://howardcenter.org/conference-2021/.

Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. once said, “Everybody can be 
great… because anybody can serve. You don’t have to have a 
college degree to serve. You don’t have to make your subject and 
verb agree to serve. You only need a heart full of grace. A soul 
generated by love.”

Important phone numbers: Our access and intake main number 
802-488-6000 is available M-F 8:00 AM – 6:00 PM and Sat. 8:00 
AM – 1:00 PM. Our staff will help you find the services that best 
fit your need. Our First Call for Chittenden County crisis hotline 
802-488-7777 is available 24/7/365.
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enveloping quality that keeps the comfort of friends beyond us; 
to step outside ourselves feels too dangerous and unprotected. 
Familiarity is too far away to draw on for comfort. Loneliness 
hurts; it makes you feel small. Loneliness is being afraid but not 
in a poetic sense. You cannot stand back and look at it, or read it; 
it is inside you, and too scary to try and describe. It doesn’t have a 
grand narrative or anything to brag about. In contrast, to be alone 
is to invent your own narrative. You can draw on outside tales 
and imaginations. And there are your friends and neighbors ready 
for a good story about what your self did at the end of this day. 
Loneliness, though, is trying to put the pieces together to make 
enough sense to drag you back into normality.

I recently had someone ask me a question: “How would you 
diagnose yourself: Anxiety or Loneliness?” …not the type of 
question one could answer quickly, even as a playful conundrum 
among friends. (One gains time to think, by picking away at 
the question: “Do we need to have separate categories? I can’t 
imagine that one feeling eliminates the other.”)

Let’s switch from the distancing that writing a definition 
protects us with, and become obvious and practical. How about: 
a phone call to an old friend, the sound of a pleasant voice asking 
for money for VPIRG, a snooze under a fluffy comforter, a dog 
to be fed, a loaf of banana bread even if I only have one egg and 
no banana, crying over photos which bring back loneliness of 
tremendous strength but prove the old adage that tears can clean 
the eyes so they see better, buying a single flower to put in the 
kitchen where I spend most of my time, the masked smiles that 
can still sparkle some hope, a special card to someone you don’t 
know as well as you might. It hurts. It would be easier to skip all 
these small ideas; we are all exhausted. Yet each small gesture 
helps to rebuild our lives… however long or short they will be.

Of course it will come again. Loneliness is not only inward, but 
it has ample reasons to persist. So, in answer to my questioner’s 
question, I’d say I’m a fair amount of both. But, when I get to 
the store for more eggs… and a banana… I may drop a loaf 
of banana bread at your back door, shout Hello! And go back 
home… alone.

Virtual services at MMUUF
Join us for virtual Sunday services at the Mount Mansfield 

Unitarian Universalist Fellowship! Sunday Services — Worship, 
reflect, and sustain one another, within an inclusive spiritual 
community, built on values of honoring and affirming the worth 
of every person, striving for justice, participating in the world 
community, and respecting the natural web of existence. Services 
are being held exclusively via Zoom. Please email info@mmuuf.
org for how to join us. Learn more at www.mmuuf.org and www.
uua.org.

Jericho United Methodist Church 
outdoor worship service

All are welcome! Join us Sundays at 10:00 AM. There will be 
music, prayer, and message from our new pastor, Rev. Sean 
Delmore on Zoom for virtual worship. Feel free to email for 
updates or a Zoom invitation ~ Jen (luitjens@yahoo.com)

Bell Ringing at United Church 
of Underhill

The United Church of Underhill has been ringing their 
church bell each morning to let everyone know that they are 
being thought of during these extraordinary times. We have 
changed the time to 10:00 AM because we have changed the 
Sunday worship time to 10:00 AM.

As you hear the ringing let it be a time to pause, reflect, and be 
thankful for all we have.

Online church services in 
Jeffersonville, Waterville

By Rev. Devon Thomas
Hey all, the folks at the Second Congo Church in Jeff and the 

Waterville Union Church would like to invite all who feel called 
to join us for our online church services Sunday at 10:30 AM. We 
are now having weekly Zoom services and any who would like 
to watch can do so via our Facebook pages. You can find those 
linked below.

So, as we like to say at the church: know that no matter who 
you are or where you are in life’s journey, you are welcome at our 
church; or in this case, our web-space!

Peace
https://www.facebook.com/watervilleunionchurch
https://www.facebook.com/SecondCongregationalUCC

Jericho Congregational Church 
is here to help

The COVID-19 pandemic has affected our lives in numerous 
ways that we never could have imagined. Many of us are now 
working from home, home schooling, and in some cases, 
separated from those we care deeply about. We at Jericho 
Congregational Church want you to know that we are here for 
you during this unsettling time. If you need a listening ear or 
someone to pray with about any of the impacts of this crisis, 
please contact us at 858-5452 or jcchelps@gmail.com. You are 
not alone, and we are here to help.

Online worship service 
at Good Shepherd

Please consider joining us for online worship at Good 
Shepherd Lutheran Church starting 9:00 AM every Sunday 
morning. You can connect with each podcast/video service from 
Sunday morning through Wednesday of every week.

Centering Prayer Meditation Practice is now available on 
Fridays. Thanks to Alan’s leadership and Zoom-genius, you 
can now take part in Centering Prayer Practice from your own 
home every Friday at 8:30 AM. Everything you need to know 
is at Goodshepherdjericho.org. Click on Menu and then Weekly 
Centering Prayer Meditation. It is easy to join in. The Practice is 
geared for beginners through established meditaters.

We are an open-minded Christian community where people 
from different faith traditions, along with those who aren’t 
sure where they belong or what they believe, seek the support 
of a non-judgmental, all-embracing spiritual home. Join us at 
goodshepherdjericho.org. No matter who you are, how you are 
physically or spiritually, or where you are on life’s journey, we 
welcome you in the name and love of Christ.

Please contact Rev. Dr. Arnold Isidore Thomas, Pastor, 
Good Shepherd Lutheran Church for more information or 
with any questions, at 802-503-9666 or pastorthomas@
goodshepherdjericho.org.

Calvary Episcopal Church 
is Zooming!

Calvary Episcopal Church is a welcoming, caring, Christian 
community called to live the Gospel of Jesus Christ, grow our 
spiritual gifts, and serve our neighbors. While the church building 
is currently closed, worship services are being held on Sundays at 
9:30 AM via Zoom. All are warmly invited to attend!  The Zoom 
link can be found on Calvary’s website: http://calvarychurchvt.
weebly.com/. Hope to see you soon!

Take a spare day to raise 
your diabetes awareness

Can you spare a day in your life to lower your risk of 
developing type ii diabetes, heart disease, stroke and vision loss? 

With the New Year upon us, resolutions abound. Perhaps one 
should be preventing Diabetes. 

Did you know you’re at risk for developing prediabetes if you: 
● Are overweight 
● Are 45 years or older 
● Have a parent, brother, or sister with type II diabetes 
● Are physically active less than three times a week 
● Have ever had gestational diabetes (diabetes during 

pregnancy) or given birth to a baby who weighed more than 9 
pounds 

● Are African American, Hispanic/Latino American, American 
Indian, or Alaska Native (some Pacific Islanders and Asian 
Americans are also at higher risk) 

You can prevent or reverse prediabetes with simple, proven 

lifestyle changes such as losing weight if you’re overweight, 
eating healthier, and getting regular physical activity.

PREVENT T2, a class designed by the Center for Disease 
Control and Prevention, will be available free for Vermonters 
who may be at risk for developing Type II Diabetes. The 
program, delivered via Zoom, is scheduled to begin at 5:30 PM. 
on Thursday, February 4. (If classes on Thursday, 5:30 pm do 
not fit your schedule check http://myhealthyvt.org/workshop/
diabetes-prevention for classes on other days and starting on 
other date.)

The class includes one-on-one instruction and exercises. 
Meeting duration is one hour and meetings are three to four 
times per month, February through May, twice monthly June to 
July, then monthly through February 2002. So, by participating 
for just 24 hours … a day of your life … you may save your life! 

Participants support each other to lower A1C and prevent or 
delay the onset of diabetes, heart disease, and stroke, possible 
comorbidity complications of Type II Diabetes. 

The class is led by certified diabetes prevention educator and 
ACE-CERTIFIED Group Fitness Instructor and Health Coach 

College news
Mary Boulanger of Underhill, VT has been named to the Fall 

2020 Dean’s List at Castleton University, Castleton, VT.
Andrew Champlin of Jericho, VT has been named to the 

Fall 2020 Dean’s List at Bucknell University, Lewisburg, PA. 
Champlin is a member of the class of 2021.

Shaelyn McAnulty of Underhill, VT has been named to the 
Fall 2020 Dean’s List at Southern New Hampshire University, 
Manchester, NH.

Rachel Schwartz of Waterbury, VT has been named to the Fall 
2020 Dean’s List at the State University of New York (SUNY) at 
Potsdam, Potsdam, NY. She is majoring in music.

We have room 
for your ad.

Call Brenda Boutin
at 453-6354 

for more information 
or email

mtngazette@gmavt.net
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LETTER TO THE EDITOR

Barbara Chaffee St. Denis, who has lived in Jericho for 60 years 
and worked in food service at Jericho Elementary Schools from 
1968-1995, is turning 90 this month. Please send her a birthday 
card!                                                           PHOTO CONTRIBUTED

90th Birthday Celebration 
for Barbara Chaffee St. Denis
To the Editor,
Happy New Year Jericho residents!

We are celebrating a milestone in my mother’s life, Barbara 
Chaffee St. Denis, who has lived in Jericho for 60 years. She is 
turning 90 this month. We are trying to surprise her with as many 
birthday cards as possible. We would love it if you could send a 
card to me. Cards can be mailed to:

Mary-Lou Lapierre
10 Gabaree Lane

Jericho, VT 05465
Due to Covid we will not have a celebration. It would be 
appreciated if you could help to make her birthday special. 
Thanks for your thoughtfulness.

Mary-Lou Lapierre
Jericho

Serving you has been an honor
By Tim Ashe, former State Senator, Chittenden District
Today (Tuesday, January 5, 2021) marks the final day I will 

serve as your state senator. It has been an honor to serve you, and 
I thank you for the gift you have given me. Public service is what 
fulfills me, and these last twelve years, including the last four as 
our state senate’s leader, have been richer than words could do 
justice to.

I have been blessed in this work to meet so many of you. It’s 
said that the finest places are made of the finest people – well, 
this community is a damned fine place.

While I don’t know what the future holds for me, I do know 
that this chapter has come to an end. I am bursting with stories to 
tell, ideas to better Vermont, and, naturally, some disappointments 
about things that didn’t come off as I’d hoped.

Mostly, though, I am grateful. To coworkers who had to pick 
up my slack when I headed off to Montpelier each winter. To my 
fellow Senators who entrusted me as their elected leader. To my 
constituents, many of whom inspire me with what they do for the 
community. And to my partner, Paula, whose support every step 
of the way was endless. The abuse and stress and ups and downs 
any elected official experiences is almost always experienced by 
the family too. Yet Paula has celebrated my devotion to serving 
you without complaint. I truly could not have done this without 
her.

Thank you all so much!

Stress and anxiety during COVID
By Lucy Rogers, State Representative, Lamoille-3

The last ten months have been difficult. Constant uncertainty 
combined with health-related concerns, financial instability, and 
loneliness or isolation has led to increased stress, anxiety, and 
depression for many of us. I wanted to share some of the helpful 
resources available through the state and in our community:
• The VT Dept of Health has advice and suggestions to help you 
cope with stress during COVID: https://www.healthvermont.gov/
covid-19/protect-yourself-others/coping-stress;
• Lamoille County Mental Health Services has a 24/7 support 
and crisis line, 888-8888. To inquire about ongoing LCMHS 
services, call 888-5026;
• To access the Crisis Text Line, text “VT” to 741741. You can 
also message the Crisis Text Line (@crisistextline) on Facebook;
• The National Suicide Prevention Lifeline is 1-800-273-8255;
• Connect with Alcohol and Drug Support Services by calling VT 
Help Link, 802-565-LINK (5465);
• United Way of Lamoille County has put together a link of 
Lamoille-specific resources and therapists: https://uwlamoille.
org/get-help/mental-health-resources.html.
If you or someone you know is in crisis or needs emotional / 
mental health support, help is always available. Please forward 
this list to anyone who could benefit from it. Thank you!

First day of service 
as your state senator
By Thomas Chittenden, State Senator, Chittenden District

After being sworn in today as a Vermont State Senator 
representing you in Montpelier for the next two years, I am 
posting this to offer my contact information. Representative 
democracy requires engagement and accessibility – my first 
priority in this new role is to be maximally accessible to all 
constituents. Please do not hesitate to reach out via any of the 
following means: 

• TChittenden@leg.state.vt.us 
• Twitter @tchittenden 
• FB @thomaschittenden 
• www.thomaschittenden.com 
• 802-233-1913 
I remain incredibly humbled by the trust you’ve lent me and I 

am going to work very hard to continue to earn it in the coming 
years. 

I would be remiss if I did not acknowledge the scenes from 
our nation’s capital as the Electoral College votes are counted. 
The violence and disorder we are witnessing is not patriotism 
and it is not the American way. We need every elected official 
of this great nation to condemn this violence and assert their 
commitment to continue this great experiment of peaceful 
democratic governance of the people. 

When events occur that challenge norms, I look for inspiration 
from people wiser than me. This quote from one of our nation’s 
founders gave me perspective on what we are witnessing today 
and gives me hope: 

“I know no safe depository of the ultimate powers of the 
society but the people themselves; and if we think them not 
enlightened enough to exercise their control with a wholesome 
discretion, the remedy is not to take it from them, but to inform 
their discretion by education. This is the true corrective of abuses 
of constitutional power.” ― Thomas Jefferson, Letters of Thomas 
Jefferson

Essex & Westford 
Community Conversations

By Alyssa Black, State Representative, Chittenden-8-3
The Vermont Legislature is back in session! Please join your 

Representatives for Community Conversations – a monthly 
online forum for updates on bills, committee work, and more. 
We welcome your ideas, concerns, questions and a spirit of 
open, respectful dialogue. One meeting has already been held, on 
Saturday, January 9. See below for Zoom details.

For the rest, save the dates:
• Sunday, February 7, 2:00 – 3:30 PM;
• Saturday, March 6, 9:00 – 10:30 AM;
• Sunday, April 11, 2:00 – 3:30 PM;
• Saturday, May 8, 9:00 – 10:30 AM;
• Sunday, June 13, 2:00 – 3:30 PM.
A Zoom link will be provided ahead of each virtual event; 

it will be accessible on Front Porch Forum, Facebook, and via 
email. Please reach out to your district Reps at any time if you 
have questions. We look forward to seeing on Zoom!

CHITTENDEN 8-1, Essex (Town outside the Village): 
Marybeth Redmond, mredmond@leg.state.vt.us, 802-488-0531; 
Tanya Vyhovsky, tvyhovsky@leg.state.vt.us, 802-316-8329

CHITTENDEN 8-2, Village of Essex Junction: Karen 
Dolan, kndolan@leg.state.vt.us, 802-233-4434; Lori Houghton, 
lhoughton@leg.state.vt.us, 802-373-0599

CHITTENDEN 8-3, Rural Essex and Westford: Alyssa Black, 
ablack@leg.state.vt.us, 802-598-1026

Thoughts on start of new 
legislative session

By Lucy Rogers, State Representative, Lamoille-3
Discussion
I sat down at my computer for the beginning of Vermont’s 

remote 2021/22 Legislative Session on Wednesday, and I was 
struck by how unprecedented it was. For the first time, Vermont’s 
House of Representatives convened a new session virtually. For 
the first time, new members were sworn in from their homes 
instead of from the Statehouse. And, for the first time, Vermont’s 
legislators will be asked to pass laws alongside colleagues we’ve 
never met in person.

I took my oath of office around the same time that President 
Trump’s speech initiated a march to the U.S. Capitol, where 
extremists ultimately broke inside and disrupted the proceedings 
of our American democracy. The day was becoming more 
unprecedented.

But, ultimately, I realized that I was most impacted by the 
precedents that had remained in place:

• Democracy is still alive in our state and in our country.
• Vermont’s representational government is forging ahead 

through a public health crisis, through national instability, and 
through hateful rhetoric, polarization, and conspiracy theories.

• I am returning to serve each of you for a second term.
• I am still here for all 4356 residents of Cambridge and 

Waterville. I am accessible by phone or email to listen with 
empathy and a desire to understand; to support you in navigating 
state government; and to elevate your triumphs, ideas, needs, and 
concerns in the chambers of the Statehouse – virtual or not.

• I am deeply honored to serve those of you who’ve voted for 
me; those of you who will never vote for me; and those of you 
who cannot yet vote. I am particularly honored to serve those 
of you who’ve previously felt excluded from accessing your 
government.

• I promise to treat each of you with respect in every 
circumstance, and I still ask for the same in return.

Now, here’s to another legislative biennium – time to get 
down to work! I will keep you regularly informed, and I look 
forward to being held accountable by your feedback. I do not 
take lightly my work as a public servant in this community, and 
will do everything possible to provide consistency and stability 
during this time.

Legislative Update Week 1 – 
Chittenden 8-3

By Alyssa Black, State Representative, Chittenden-8-3
Welcome to my first legislative update! Tuesday-Wednesday, 

January 6-7, 2021 have certainly been memorable days. 
Wednesday morning, January 6 started with the convening of 
the 2021-2022 biennium of the VT State Legislature. The first 
action was a roll call by the Secretary of State, Jim Condos. Each 
member was required to acknowledge their presence. I was asked 
to say, “This is Alyssa Black, and I am here.” There was a real 
sense of responsibility and awe in those three small words, “I am 
here.” It means I am present, I am engaged, and I am here for all 
my constituents.

We then nominated and elected our new speaker of the 
house, Representative Jill Krowinski of Burlington, who spoke 
eloquently on the need to “chart a course that leaves no Vermonter 
behind.” This is a very important aspiration and an inspiring way 
to begin our work.

Next item on the agenda was the oath of office. Holding up 
my right hand (in my dining room, on Zoom) and making a 
commitment to uphold the Constitutions of Vermont and of the 
United States, along with 149 of my colleagues. The importance 
of this moment became shockingly evident when we adjourned, 
and I became aware of the events at the Capitol. I think we were 
all presented with the fragility of our democracy, and how easily 
it can be dismantled when those in our government fail to live 
up to their oath.

I was so glad to see that our institutions held, the insurrection 
was rebuffed, and the election was certified. Governor Scott 
made a powerful statement calling for the president’s resignation 
or removal from office, and on Thursday, January 7, the VT 
House supported him in a resolution condemning this attack on 
democracy. It was an honor and a privilege to add my name to 
that resolution. You can read J.R.H1 here: https://legislature.
vermont.gov/bill/status/2022/J.R.H.1.

Committee assignments were announced, and I have been 
assigned to the Healthcare Committee. I’m very grateful as this 
was my first choice of committee assignments, and it’s where I 
feel I can use my experience to do really great work. Most of our 
work as a representative is done in our committees where we 
delve deeply into issues and create legislation to solve problems. 
I am very excited to be working on healthcare topics, and I’m 
very interested to hear about your experience of healthcare, 
especially in the time of COVID-19.

Additionally, I have decided to attend a couple of the “issues 
caucuses.” These are bipartisan groups on varying topics that 
delve deeper into certain issues. I will be attending the Rural 
Economic Development Working Group and The Women’s 
Caucus. We’ve spent a lot of time so far on issues around 
broadband and the effects of the COVID-19 pandemic on women.

The full work at the House started the week of January 12. 
Of course we are on Zoom, which has its own unique set of 
challenges. But I believe we are beginning to move through these 
dark times. We have cared for each other and learned a lot about 
what really matters. I know we will take these lessons into the 
future as we aim to “leave no Vermonter behind.”

Please feel free to reach out to me anytime with questions 
or concerns. I can be reached at 802-598-1026 or ABlack@leg.
state.vt.us. Have a wonderful week.

I also want to share some important links for the Community.
Westford Mutual Aid is working in Westford and nearby 

communities to help meet our community’s needs (food, 
money, heating bills, clothes, transportation, listening ears, 
etc.). If you have talents to offer or any needs, please fill in the 
attached Google doc, at https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/
d/1mHf0k_rOSQvYo5DYiMGSmdR9QMD8zax62gYnZloLNk4/
edit?usp=sharing. Or you can reach out directly to William 
Dunkley at this email, wdunkley65@gmail.com, or his cell, 802-
324-7112.

LEGISLATIVE REPORT

LEGISLATIVE REPORTS

LIBRARY NEWS
DEBORAH RAWSON MEMORIAL LIBRARY

Deborah Rawson Memorial Library has gone back to curbside 
only. COVID numbers in the state are rising and we want to 
keep our community members safe! We will open again for 
appointments once we see the numbers declining.

The library’s annual meeting will be held Thursday, January 
21, 7:00 PM. The proposed budget for 2021-2022 will be voted 
on at this time. All registered voters are encouraged to attend. 
Copies of the proposed budget are available at the library and 
were mailed out to everyone in December. This is an in-person 
meeting. If at that time the Governor doesn’t allow for this 
meeting, then it will be postponed.

Curbside hours: Tuesdays and Thursdays, 1:00 – 7:30 PM; 
Wednesdays and Fridays, 1:00 – 5:30 PM; and Saturdays, 11:00 
AM – 1:30 PM. You may place items on hold at https://drml.
bywatersolutions.com. You will receive an email or a phone call 
when your item is ready. Just let us know what day you would like 
to pick it up by calling 899-4962 or emailing rawsonlibrary@
drml.org. Items may be returned in the book drop any time. Items 
are quarantined up to a week before they are checked in. Our 
WiFi remains active and is accessible from the parking lot or 
other areas adjacent to the building. WiFi is available 24/7. A 
password is not needed to connect. Please be aware that our WiFi 
does not offer a secure connection.

Notice Regarding RBdigital: As of December 16, 2020, the 
RBdigital service was shut down due to a decision of their parent 
company. You will no longer be able to search the collection or 
check out items. If you have items checked out, you can still read 
or listen to them until they expire. The Libby app by Overdrive 
will still be available, and will feature two separate collections: 
one for the items Overdrive has always had, and one for items 
that have migrated from RBdigital.

Unless otherwise noted, all programs are free and open to all, 
but registration is required. To register, please email program_
assistant@drml.org.

Youth Programs, offered weekly
Curbside Crafts (all ages) – The holidays have come and gone, 

and so have all the elves that were helping Ms. Abbey, so we’re 
back to crafts on Wednesdays only. They will be put out with the 
curbside pickups, Wednesdays at 1:00 PM, and are “first come, 
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first served.” If you would like a copy of the instruction sheet 
for a craft, please email youth_librarian@drml.org. Crafts this 
month are: DIY snow globes, young writer care kits, pine cone 
bird feeders, and DIY kaleidoscopes.

Zoom Story Time – Tuesdays, 10:30 AM (baby/preschool). 
Join Ms. Abbey for story time live-streamed right to your home! 
This will happen each Tuesday morning in January, 10:30 – 
11:00 AM. Call 899-4962, or register for a meeting link online at 
http://bit.ly/drmlyouth121.

Among Us — Fridays, January 22, from 4:00 – 5:00 PM (teens/
tweens). Calling all crewmates! Can you discover the imposter 
among us! Join Ms. Abbey to play this smash hit social deduction 
game in a safe, librarian-moderated online environment. The app 
is free on Android and iOS systems, or costs $5 through Steam. 
Pre-register for a meeting link and game room code online at 
https://bit.ly/DRMLYouth1220.

Adult programs
Tuesday, January 19, 6:30 – 7:30 PM, on Zoom: Legislative 

Update. Join local reps George Till and Trevor Squirrell for an 
update on the current legislative session. Adult.

Thursday, January 21, 4:00 – 5:00 PM: Young Writers Group. 
Play writing games, stretch you skills, and free write whatever 
project you have going on. Members of the Young Writer’s 
Group are guaranteed a writer care kit with a special bonus 
inside! Elementary, Teen. Register at 899-4962 or for a meeting 
link at http://bit.ly/drmlyouth121. 

Thursday, January 21, 6:30 – 8:00 PM, on Zoom: Evening 
Tech Talk. Demystify digital technologies! Send suggestions 
and questions to Erik, program_assistant@drml.org. Adults. 
Registration required.

Friday, January 22, 4:00 – 5:00 PM: Among Us. Back by wildly 
popular demand! Join your friends and deduce who’s totally sus 
and who’s safe in a librarian-moderated online environment. 
The app is free on Android and iOS systems, or costs $5 through 
Steam. Elementary, Teen. Register at 899-4962 or for a meeting 
link at http://bit.ly/drmlyouth121. 

Thursday, January 28, 4:00 – 5:00 PM: Graphic Novel Fan 
Club. This month we’ll be reading and talking about the manga, 
Age of Adventure: Set in 1876, young Takanosuke Arashi is sent 
to deliver a top-secret message to the United States of America. 
When his ship is waylaid by pirates, Takanosuke is cast adrift 
with an eclectic group of passengers, including a dog with four 
names, and part of a treasure map. We’ll be reading this manga 
online through ComicsPlus. Visit our elibrary web page (https://
www.drml.org/collections/elibrary/) to get set up. After our 
discussion we’ll play the drawing game scribbl.io! Call 899-
4962 or register for a meeting link at http://bit.ly/drmlyouth121. 
Elementary, Teen

Mah Jongg — Mondays, February 1, 6:30 PM, and February 
15, 1:00 PM. Please join us as we explore the ancient Chinese tile 
game of winds, dragons, and number tiles. If you like Rummy-
style card games, you’ll love Mah Jongg! We’ll be meeting on 
the free website MyJongg.net, with a Zoom call allowing us 
to chat once again. All are welcome, no experience necessary! 
Registration required. This program uses the application Zoom 
and the website MyJongg.net.

Tech Talk — Thursdays, February 4, 2:00 PM and February 18, 
6:30 PM. This new series of programs is designed to demystify 
digital technologies. Have questions you’d like answered? 
Send your suggestions for future programs to Erik, program_
assistant@drml.org. Registration required. This program uses 
the application Zoom. Need assistance in joining the program? 
Email Erik, program_assistant@drml.org.

Ongoing at your leisure
NEW: Board Games! Looking for a screen-free family 

activity? Check out one of our brand new board games! Place a 
hold through the online catalog, or call the library to reserve one 
for your family game night. Check out our YouTube channel for 
video instructions on how to play these games. Here is a brief 
description of our games:

• Pictureka is a game of visual hide-and-seek
• Catan is the classic game of collecting and trading resources 

to build settlements
• Telestrations is kind of like Telephone and Pictionary had a 

hilarious baby
• Lanterns is a beautiful, peaceful tile-matching game
• Codenames is a team-based guessing game great for 

deductive reasoning
Beanstack Reading Challenges – Beanstack is a free and 

mobile friendly reading tracker app with reading challenges 
specially curated for you by Vermont librarians. Sign up today 
and get started on the Red Clover, Golden Dome, and Green 
Mountain Book Award reading challenges. Be on the lookout for 
even more coming soon! Visit https://vermont.beanstack.org/ to 
get started.

1000 Books Before Kindergarten – Did you know that you 
can jump into the 1000 Books Before Kindergarten program at 
any time? Visit their website for reading logs or to get the app, 
https://1000booksbeforekindergarten.org/. When you’re ready, 
schedule a curbside pick up to get books. Have questions? Email 
youth_librarian@drml.org for more information.

For a full list of online resources, including digital e-book and 
audio book services, classes including language courses, and 
compilations of filmed programs, please visit https://www.drml.
org/how-to-use-a-closed-library/.

Contact information: email rawsonlibrary@drml.org; website 
www.drml.org; phone 802-899-4962.

JERICHO TOWN LIBRARY
Around the World in 2021 is our new reading program that will 

carry us through the start of the new year! Join us as we travel the 
world without leaving home through books, arts and crafts, food, 
and discussion. Every month will feature a different continent, 
with reading lists, craft kits, and weekly recipes to help guide 
our exploration of that region of the world. Visit our website for 
all the details: https://www.jerichotownlibraryvt.org/around-the-
world-in-2021. January is already off to an exciting start as we 
take a trip to Europe. Take-home crafts are available weekly; 
we just put out kits for Roman mosaic greeting cards! And this 
week our recipe is homemade pasta: https://docs.google.com/
document/d/1fQiuRaZjajOQX3uL42Fg63qnZYytDGd8HoA66
uj7uOc/edit?usp=sharing. Be sure to send us pictures of your 
completed recipe. You can tag us on Facebook and Instagram 
or email photos to library@jerichotownlibraryvt.org. Join us on 
Thursday, January 28 at 7:00 PM for a virtual group discussion 
of how these European recipes went for all of us! We’ll gather to 

chat about what worked, what didn’t, and what we might want 
to try again. Stay tuned for an event link; in the meantime, bon 
appetit!

We look forward to traveling the world with you in 2021, and 
wish everyone health, warmth, and good books as we set off into 
the new year. Cheers!

We continue to be open by appointment, 10:00 AM – 4:00 PM 
Tuesday to Friday and 10:00 AM – 2:00 PM Saturday, and are 
very busy fulfilling curbside pickup orders, so keep ’em coming! 
You can sign up for a browsing session, submit a curbside request, 
and read more about our COVID-19 policies here: https://www.
jerichotownlibraryvt.org/covid-19-policies.html.

Jericho Town Library is now admitting only one individual or 
one family group during each 30-minute time slot. You can still 
sign up for a browsing session (either individual or family) on 
our Calendly page: calendly.com/jerichotownlibrary.

We will also be conducting a very brief health screening at 
the door, including a quick temperature check with a contactless 
thermometer and a question about if you have left the state in the 
past 14 days and followed state-mandated quarantine policies. 
Masks and 6’ social distancing procedures are still absolutely 
required. You can read our full reopening plan on our website: 
https://www.jerichotownlibraryvt.org/covid-19-policies.html.

We cannot stress this enough: if you are sick, please stay home. 
If a family member is sick, please stay home. We are doing our 
part to keep the community safe, and we ask you to do the same, 
especially as we approach the winter holidays.

Thank you all for your support as we move through this 
reopening process! We look forward to having everyone back 
and happy reading — Gretchen Wright, Director, Jericho Town 
Library

Library hours are Tuesday-Friday, 10:00 AM – 4:00 PM and 
Saturday, 10:00 AM – 2:00 PM. Please check our website and the 
notice boards outside of the library for updates. 

For more information on programs and library services, please 
visit our website www.jerichotownlibraryvt.org or call 899-4686.

VARNUM MEMORIAL LIBRARY JEFFERSONVILLE
Due to the surge of COVID cases, the Varnum is back to 

curbside delivery: Monday, Tuesday, and Friday, 10:00 AM – 
2:00 PM; Wednesday, 1:30 – 6:00 PM; Thursday, 11:30 AM – 
6:00 PM; and Saturday, 11:00 AM – 3:00 PM. Please send your 
requests to varnumrequests@gmail.com. We can print pages for 
you at 25¢ a page. Please stay safe and let us know (644-2117) 
how we can help.

To view our catalog, please visit https://varnum.kohavt.
org/. When you find your selections, please send a request to 
varnumrequests@gmail.com.

Your Libby login is your entire library card number and your 
password/pin should be your last name, all lowercase. If your 
password/pin doesn’t work, please let us know and we can reset 
it.

Thank you for continuing to bear with us as we navigate these 
uncertain times; we miss you all and look forward to the day 
when we can have more consistent offerings.

The Varnum Library, P.O. Box 198,194 Main St., Jeffersonville, 
802-644-2117; thevarnum@gmail.com; www.varnumlibrary.org.

WESTFORD PUBLIC LIBRARY
For the safety of the community, the Westford Public Library 

has (temporarily) returned to a curbside-only service model. 
With an increase in COVID cases in the area, we are doing our 
part to minimize interactions between community members.

We have increased our curbside pickup days and times. The 
best way to order materials is still through our curbside order 
form, but we will be available by phone during these curbside 
hours to take orders, answer questions, or help with suggestions. 
Our digital library, through the Libby app, is available 24/7.

New curbside hours: Wednesdays, 3:00 – 6:00 PM; Thursdays, 
10:00 AM – 12:00 PM; Fridays, 3:00 – 6:00 PM; Saturdays, 
10:00 AM – 2:00 PM.

We have added printing services to these curbside hours. Call 
the library for more information if you need something printed.

Curbside order form: https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1F
AIpQLSfTe1x3cPw3Puj9gfhTzBxJitoPuJUdX0RZp-7GpOzL_
cGvVw/viewform

Here are another couple of videos about things you can check 
out from the Westford Public Library. If you missed our previous 
Bree on Books videos, you can check them out on our YouTube 
channel, as follows. Bree on Books – the Binge-Watching Edition, 
features DVD series that the library has to offer and is online 
at https://youtu.be/4qxEc5lHLVk. Bree on Books – What Did I 
Miss? has new books from big-name authors that came out over 
the pandemic, that you might have missed! Part I is online at 
https://youtu.be/Yuu2mrVZ598; Part II is online at https://youtu.
be/mFo95vNcvV0.

Storytime: Enjoy this lovely little storytime about mice. Ms. 
Bree reads three stories, shares a craft, and sings our favorite 
storytime songs. Online at https://youtu.be/qRdZRij2oBg.

Craft Kits: We have a great curbside craft kit this month – 
all kinds of festive decorations. Be sure to order one by using 
the curbside order form on our website, emailing, or calling the 
library. Here’s a little video about the crafts you can get: https://
youtu.be/fcWu7w6KT5w.

The VT Department of Libraries, along with several state 
agencies and groups, has put together an online resource page: 
https://libraries.vermont.gov/services/children_and_teens/
homeschooling_resources.

Library cards can be renewed or created via email or the 
phone. 

Free Downloadable Ebooks and Audiobooks: Libby/
Overdrive, free with your library card. Don’t know your number, 
card expired, don’t have a card? No problem! Can all be done 
over email. Here are two helpful links:

• https://help.libbyapp.com/6144.htm
• https://help.overdrive.com/en-us/categories/getting-started.

htm
Like us on Facebook. Bree Drapa, Librarian. 878-5639; http://

westfordpubliclibrary.org; westfordpubliclibrary@gmail.com.
RICHMOND LIBRARY

Please note, there is lots of new information on our website, 
https://richmondfreelibraryvt.org, on homeschooling resources 
(on our home page), finding books and more, a long list of online 
resources, book clubs, and more.

Regular curbside pick-up hours are: Monday 10:00 AM – 4:00 
PM, Tuesday 12:00 – 4:00 PM, Wednesday 10:00 AM – 8:00 
PM, Thursday 12:00 – 4:00 PM, Friday 10:00 AM – 4:00 PM, 

and Saturday 12:00 – 2:00 PM. You may request anything from 
the Library’s holdings: books, audiobooks on CD or Playaway, 
DVDs, music CDs or magazines. Browse the catalog at rfl.kohavt.
org. Need help deciding? Just call or email us and we’ll be your 
“personal shoppers.” Remember that items are quarantined for 
seven days before circulating again. If you’ve returned an item 
and it still shows on your record, be patient, we’ll be checking 
it in soon.

A Moisture Meter may be borrowed for seven days from the 
Richmond Free Library. The meter was provided to the library 
via a new program from the VT Department of Environmental 
Conservation’s Air Quality and Climate Division and the VT 
Department of Libraries. Use the hand-held meter to make sure 
your wood is dry enough to burn safely and efficiently. See our 
webpage for more information.

Storytime. If your child enjoyed outdoor storytime at the 
library this fall, you can share our special holiday storytime 
video with them by visiting the youth page of our website and 
clicking on the video link you will find there. Miss Wendy and 
Miss Jennifer as well as Big Gorilla share stories and songs of 
the season. 

Electric vehicle charging is now available at the Library/Town 
Center Municipal Parking Lot. Anyone with an electric vehicle 
(EV) can take advantage of the Town’s new ChargePoint Charging 
Station, providing level-2 charging for up to two vehicles. 
Energy is provided “at cost,” and is equivalent to paying about 
$1.50/gallon for a gas vehicle. Users can check if the chargers 
are in use on chargepoint.com or your favorite EV app. Want to 
learn more about EVs? Learn more at DriveElectricVT.com. The 
Richmond Climate Action Committee helped the Town to secure 
the grant for installation, aligning with the Richmond Town Plan 
and the State’s goal of 90% renewable energy across all sectors 
by 2050. The funding is based on the Volkswagen Environmental 
Mitigation Trust.

Discover Between the Covers. Join Stacey Symanowicz 
(Huntington) and Rebecca Mueller (Richmond) for monthly 
book chats introducing readers to hidden gems and latest titles, 
on the third Wednesday of the month at 1:30 PM, via Google 
Meet. Hosted by the Community Senior Center. Contact the 
library for the connection link.

• Call us at 434-3036. Leave a message if it is after hours.
• Email us at rfl@gmavt.net.
Richmond Free Library, 201 Bridge St., P.O. Box 997, 

Richmond, VT 05477; 434-3036; fax 434-3223; www.
richmondfreelibraryvt.org.

DOROTHY ALLING MEMORIAL LIBRARY
WILLISTON

If you would like to join us but need some assistance 
connecting via Zoom, we are here to help. Please email us at 
programs@damlvt.org or call us at 878-4918, and we will be 
happy to help walk you through it.

FAIRFAX COMMUNITY LIBRARY
Curbside pickup will continue on Tuesdays and Thursdays, 

3:00 – 7:00 PM. The table is located in the hallway inside the 
glass double doors and materials are available upon request.

If you would like to schedule a 20-minute library visit on 
Tuesdays, 3:00 – 6:30 PM, Please call the library, 802-849-2420.

Due to COVID-19, all programs will be virtual. Keep an eye 
on our Facebook page and website for any updates.

All events are free unless otherwise noted. Pre-registration 
required; contact 849-2420 or libraryfairfax@gmail.com. Please 
sign up at least one week before the program date!

Friday, January 29, 6:30 PM: Virtual Book Club on Zoom. 
Join us for a virtual book discussion to talk about Madeleine 
Albright’s memoir, Hell and Other Destinations. To request a 
copy of the book for curbside pickup and for the Zoom link, call 
the library or send an email to fairfaxlibrarian@gmail.com.

Saturday, January 30, 1:00 PM: Virtual Knitting Club. Relax 
and chat while working on your latest knitting or crochet project! 
If you would like some basic knitting materials, let us know and 
they will be provided at curbside pickup on Thursday between 
3:00 – 7:00 PM. Join the Zoom meeting on Saturday at 1:00 PM! 
Please register with libraryfairfax@gmail.com to receive the 
zoom link!

Thursday-Friday, January 21-22, 7:00 PM: Soy Candle 
Making. Learn the basics of candle making! This program 
requires a cooking thermometer – candy, infrared, or meat 
thermometer – anything that is food safe and goes up to at least 
200 degrees! If you don’t have one on hand, let us know! We 
have a few that we can loan you. All other supplies are provided! 
Pick up your materials at the library on Thursday between 3:00 
– 7:00 PM, and join the Zoom meeting on Friday at 7:00 PM. 
Please register to receive the zoom link!

For up-to-date information about programs, visit www.
fairfaxvtlibrary.org, where you can also find a link to the 
interactive Google calendar.

The library website http://www.fairfaxvtlibrary.org has a new 
digital resource! In the “Write. Right. Rite.” series linked on our 
website homepage, you can find an exciting program led by writer 
Jason Reynolds, the National Ambassador for Young People’s 
Literature for 2020-2021. The program is all about young people 
learning to express themselves creatively through writing and 
storytelling. Check out the videos and writing prompts in this fun 
series sponsored by the Library of Congress.

Fairfax Community Library, 75 Hunt St., Fairfax, VT 
05454; www.fairfaxvtlibrary.org, 802-849-2420. Call or email 
libraryprograms@fwsu.org.

BROWNELL LIBRARY, ESSEX JUNCTION
We are not be hosting in-person gatherings for now; this could 

change. We will keep you informed of any additional program 
offerings or program changes on Facebook and our program 
calendar at https://brownelllibrary.org/events/calendar.

The library offers curbside service, Monday-Friday, 10:00 AM 
– 6:00 PM.

Place books, DVDs, etc. on hold at https://brownell.kohavt.
org/ by calling us at 802-878-6955, or emailing frontdesk@
brownelllibrary.org. Holds and email requests received by 5:00 
PM will be available for same-day pick-up. Phone-in requests 
received by 5:30 PM will also be available for same-day pick-up. 
We will call you when your request is ready.

Our book drop is open for returns. Because we are still 
encouraged to stay safe and stay home, all materials will be 
checked out to you for three weeks.

Downloadable audio books and ebooks are available through 

Libraries continued from page 5



Mountain Gazette, January 21, 2021                                                 Page 7

This photograph of a snowy hillside wonderland illustrates how 
lovely winter can be. The monochrome winter landscape calls 
the eye to detail not visible in the lush summer season..                                                             
                                                         PHOTO BY K.P. McFARLAND

ART / MUSIC / THEATER

Author talk: Jack Fairweather, 
The Volunteer

The Vermont Holocaust Memorial invites you to join us as we 
commemorate International Holocaust Remembrance Day with 
a free, live, virtual talk by Jack Fairweather, Vermont author of 
The Volunteer: the true story of the resistance hero who infiltrated 
Auschwitz on Sunday, January 24, 5:30 PM, via Zoom.

Jack Fairweather is a winner of the biggest prize for non-fiction 
in the United Kingdom, and a Sunday Times No. 1 bestseller. The 
Volunteer follows one man, an underground army, and the secret 
mission to destroy Auschwitz.

Pre-registration is required at https://www.bethjacobvt.org/
event/author-talk-with-jack-fairweather-the-volunteer1.html.

Mountainfilm on Tour virtual
film fest February 4-7

Please join Mountainfilm on Tour and Spruce Peak Arts 
for a virtual film festival from Thursday, February 4, 12:00 
PM to Sunday, February 7, 12:00 PM. This event features ten 
environmentally-minded, culturally rich, adventure-packed, and 
incredibly inspiring documentary films curated from the annual 
Mountainfilm festival held in Telluride, CO.

In lieu of a traditional in-person gathering, Spruce Peak Arts 
will host this virtual screening of Mountainfilm on Tour with 
an inspiring program of films that explore themes connected to 
Mountainfilm’s mission of using the power of film, art, and ideas 
to inspire audiences to create a better world.

Tickets for this event are free, but need to be reserved in 
advance. Spruce Peak Arts is able to present this event at no 
cost to the public through the generous support of our Screening 
Sponsors. In lieu of a ticket purchase, please consider donating to 
Spruce Peak Arts. For tickets, go online to https://mountainfilm.
myeventscenter.com/event/Mountainfilm-On-Tour-Stowe-
Vt-45953.

VT International Film Festival 
runs through June 2021

The Vermont International Film Festival has partnered with 
the Middlebury New Filmmakers Festival to present Split/
Screen, an eight-month curatorial collaboration. Now through 
June 2021, the festivals will co-present a monthly series of films 
online. Learn more about Split/Screen at https://vtiff.org/vtiff-
now/split-screen/.

Spruce Peak Arts 
Winter Concert series

This year’s Spruce Peak Arts Winter Concert series will bring 
live performances, including options for limited, safe, in-person 
attendance, as well as for live-streaming. The mix of limited 
in-person seating and live-streaming of events is to ensure the 
health and safety of our patrons and community.

Ali McGuirk kicks off the new year on Saturday, January 23 
at 7:00 PM, commanding the room with her dynamic voice and 
heartfelt songwriting.

On Saturday, February 20, 7:00 PM, Bow Thayer, Boston bass 
staple Jeremy Dryden, and long-time drummer Jeff Berlin will 
cover most of Bow’s new album The Woodshed as well as some 
old favorites.

The final Winter Concert Series event will be on the Spring 
Equinox, Saturday, March 20, 7:00 PM with Beg, Steal, 
or Borrow. The Vermont-based quintet is known for warm 
harmonies, virtuosic instrumentals, and tight musical interplay 
in an ever-growing repertoire of original music.

Protocols for in-person attendance include mask-wearing, 
social distancing standards, reduced seating capacity, hand 
sanitizing, health checks, and extensive cleaning protocols. 
To learn more, please visit our Health and Safety Policy page, 
https://www.sprucepeakarts.org/safety-and-health-policies/.

Tickets are $25 for in-person attendance, $15 for live-stream. 
In the event that Vermont guidance shifts to restrict in-person 
attendance, existing in-person tickets will be changed to live-
stream. In-person ticketholders will have the option of a credit, 
refund, or making a donation with the remainder.

Art relief for COVID
Would you enjoy watching Kathy Bergeron, a well-

known Vermont artist/teacher, paint a local autumn scene in 
watercolors? Kathy paints quickly using wet-on-wet, so we’ll 
have time for Q&A and to look at some of her other paintings. 
Her demonstration on Thursday, January 7 will last up two hours, 
10:00 AM – 12:00 PM.

Essex Art League invites all of you – artists, wannabees, or art 
lovers – to join our nonprofit for only $15/year. Then you will be 
able to Zoom with this warm, friendly group and enjoy Kathy 
and other prominent artists on the first Thursday of every month 
at 10:00 AM.

The artist presenters work in many different mediums, so you 
will be able to enjoy mosaics, mono-printing, acrylic, and oils. I 
bet this might become one of your monthly highlights.

Please contact Annette Bauerle (annettebauerle@gmail.com) 
to join!

 

 

 

(888) 921-5990

Get $100 off*

ENERGY STAR® Smart Thermostats

*Subject to availability and eligibility. Limit 2 per Vermont household and 6 per Vermont business.

Qualifying models save energy by using sensors and 
automation to respond to your daily schedule.

Visit www.e�ciencyvermont.com/shop 
to find participating retailers and research 
top-rated products, including those from:

•  ecobee
•  Honeywell
•  Nest

VCE’s Field Guide to January 2021
Although the days are slowly growing longer, life in northern 

Vermont now finds itself in the coldest depths of winter. January 
is about survival. Wildlife that doesn’t migrate adapts instead, in 
order to make it to spring.

The Vermont Center for Ecostudies (VCE)’s blog entry for this 
month includes tidbits of natural history happening outdoors, all 
around us in the natural landscape. In the Field Guide to January 
2021, you can read about the imPOSSUMble Virginia opossum; 
various of Vermont’s eight species of owls (eastern screech, great 
horned, barred, long-eared, short-eared, northern saw-whet, and 
barn owls, with the occasional snowy owl visiting our state); 
bobcats and the endangered Canada lynx; our winter trees and 
how to identify them; spruce grouse; and over 500 species of 
lichens, which are actually two organisms living together in a 
relationship.

The blog entry is online at https://vtecostudies.org/blog/field-
guide-to-january-2021/.

It takes guts to survive a boreal winter. Spruce grouse eat 
mostly fruit and insects in summer, but in winter they switch to 
a diet of very high fiber, mostly conifer needles. 
                                                             PHOTO BY K.P. McFARLAND
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Green Mountain Audubon Society 
New Birder series

Green Mountain Audubon Society (GMAS) is offering four 
free Thursday evening webinars for people who are interested 
in getting to know our local birds and how to get started on the 
fascinating hobby of bird-watching. Each webinar starts at 6:30 
PM and lasts about 45 minutes, plus time for questions. There 
will be lots of beautiful photos of Vermont birds!

• January 21: Intro, and Benefits of Birding;
• February 4: Gear Talk (choosing and using binoculars, field 

guides, apps);
• March 11: Coming Soon to a Neighborhood Near You! 

Spring birds coming our way!
• April 8: Cheeps, Chirps, Hoots, and Whistles: How and Why 

Birds Make Noises.
Contact Maeve Kim, maevulus@aol.com, if you have any 

questions. ZOOM links should be on the Green Mountain 
Audubon Society website now, or in the next few days. And 
while you’re at the site, look at all the other great programs the 
group is offering!

Racism in America forum in January
Late January will provide an opportunity to participate in the 

Racism in America Forum. On Wednesday, January 27, 7:00 
PM, we will meet with some of the youngest members of the 
Vermont General Assembly: Corey Painter, Kesha Ram, Patrick 
Seymore, and Taylor Small, newly or recently elected Democrat 
and Republican state representatives and senators who will share 
their thoughts and visions for Vermont as they pertain to race 
relations and other priorities.

Admission to these and future forums requires a one-time 
registration of your name and email address with Rev. Arnold 
Isidore Thomas (pastorthomas@goodshepherdjericho.org). 
Access to the interactive session of the Forum is limited to 100 
people. If you arrive after that limit has been reached, you may 
watch the Forum live on YouTube through the Mount Mansfield 
Community Television website. You can also log into past Forum 
programs through the MMCTV website (http://mtmansfieldctv.
org/racism-in-america/).

VT Community Foundation grants 
$20,000 to Lamoille FiberNet

Lamoille FiberNet Communications Union District (CUD) 
has been awarded a $20,000 grant from the Vermont Community 
Foundation (VCF) for general operating support.

Lamoille FiberNet was formed to make high-speed Internet 
service available to every address in its member towns, currently 
Belvidere, Eden, Waterville, Cambridge, Johnson, Hyde Park, 
Morristown, and Stowe.

The award was made through the VCF’s VT COVID-19 
Response Fund, which is designed to support non-profits that 
serve community needs and impacts caused by the spread of the 
pandemic in Vermont and those that benefit longer term social 
and economic recovery. The Fund is supported by grants and 
generous contributions from VCF funders.

The VCF recognizes the vital importance of access to high-
speed Internet access, particularly in under-served and un-served 
rural areas, stating that Lamoille FiberNet’s work “to respond to 
the social and economic recovery of our state is vital…” Lamoille 
FiberNet’s Clerk Lea Kilvadyova says, “We agree – the need is 
real, and we sincerely appreciate VCF’s continued support.”

The mission of Lamoille FiberNet Communications Union 
District (LFCUD) is to make locally controlled, affordable and 
reliable high-speed Internet service available to every address 
in our member towns. For more information: http://www.
LamoilleFiber.net.

Mitten Campaign for Westford 
Common Hall a success

The Westford Common Hall, Hands Across Westford Mitten 
Campaign hit the mark on three goals! 

• raise funds;
• raise awareness for our Westford Common Hall;
• raise spirits during this time of isolation!
Many thanks to Jenny Hughes, Eliza Lamphere, and Kristen 

Keating for imagining the project and making it a reality, along 
with shop help from Ross Hughes, George Lamphere, and Andy 
Fulton! J&L for plywood supplies.

And of course a big thanks to all of you who supported this 
project with your participation, imagination, and creativity. It is 
making spirits rise as we see these whimsical creations popping 
up around town.

Next time you travel by The Westford Common Hall, check 
out the Outdoor Art Exhibit by artist Anne Cummings!

Burlington District Family 
Services holiday thank you

Holidays can be the most joyful occasions for some and deeply 
challenging for others. This year, being as demanding as it has 
been, has also shown us the tremendous kindness and generosity 
that exists in our community. For that, we wish to say “Thank 
You” for supporting our efforts to provide holiday gifts to more 
than 360 children and youth.

The Burlington District Department for Children and Families 
received over $14,000 in gift card donations from area businesses 
and individuals. Kidsafe alone helped to raise over $4600 in 
gift cards for this need. Overall, it was a great success, and the 
community support has been overwhelming.

In addition, holiday bags that included small gifts of 
recognition and some baked goodies were put together and 
delivered to those individuals and families fostering in our 
community. Faith United Methodist Church helped us to do this 
by baking and donating over 130 dozen cookies and treats. Our 
hearts are full with the kindness Chittenden County residents and 
beyond have shown the children, youth, and families we serve. 
We are grateful for your support and the generous way you show 
your community spirit. Thank you!

For more information about how to become a foster, respite, 
and kin care provider, or other ways you may support children in 
foster care, please visit https://dcf.vermont.gov/foster.

Volunteer at the Old Red 
Mill Craft Shop

The Old Red Mill Craft Shop in Jericho is in search of 
VOLUNTEERS to work at the shop! Do you have some time to 
donate? You would work in a beautiful, historical building while 
waiting on customers who are buying crafts from our crafters/
artists. You can work by yourself, or bring your husband or wife, 
or a senior citizen? How about working with a parent?

Do you have time during the week? Or the weekend? You can 
set up 3.5-hour slots, or a longer shift, every week or every other. 
Whatever you can do, will be appreciated!

Why volunteer? Volunteering is about community and giving 
your time to something that is important to you, meeting new 
people, learning and appreciating local history, and keeping 
the historical site alive and well. The craft shop helps fund 
the historical site and is the property of the Jericho Historical 
Society. Your precious time helps with this precious landmark! 
Please consider volunteering with us!

For more information, contact Kim at kpfaucher@myfairpoint.
net.

Volunteer Opportunities 
with United Way

United Way of Northwest Vermont’s mobile-friendly Volunteer 
Connection search platform connects you to hundreds of 
volunteer needs with local nonprofits. Go to www.unitedwaynwvt.
galaxydigital.com or contact us at megan@unitedwaynwvt.org.

DATA MANAGEMENT AND PROGRAM EVALUATION 
– Samaritan House, St. Alban’s homeless shelter, is seeking a 
volunteer to maintain, improve, and protect agency-wide data 
systems. The volunteer would coordinate methods and procedures 
for data acquisition, input, management, and quality control. 
Volunteer needed one day a week and is welcome to choose the 
day which best suits their schedule. To learn more contact Ben 
Kaufman, 802-527-0847 or ben.kaufman@samaritan-house.
com.

VIRTUAL VOLUNTEERS – The American Red Cross is 
looking for volunteers to help your neighbors and support their 
life-saving mission from the safety of your own home. Volunteer 
roles you can fill virtually include Onboarding & Training 
New Members in Blood Service, Scheduling in Blood Service, 
International Humanitarian Law Instructor, and Volunteer 
Recruitment. You can find a full list of “virtual” opportunities 
by visiting https://www.redcross.org/volunteer/volunteer-
opportunities.html. Contact Recruitment Specialist Erica Fuller, 
erica.fuller4@redcross.org.

HELP WITH FOOD SECURITY – Northwest Family Foods 
need volunteers to help with organizing food drives, picking food 
up, stocking shelves, customer service, and more! Interested? 
Please contact Walter Gaskill, Food Shelf Coordinator, 527-7392 
or tauriemma@cvoeo.org.

VITA (Volunteer Income Tax Assistance) – Champlain Valley 
Office of Economic Opportunity needs volunteers during tax 
season to help prepare basic tax returns for low-income families. 
Contact Mike McClintock, mcclintock@cvoeo.org.

158th Fighter Wing departs 
for training in Florida

Airmen, aircraft, and support equipment from the 158th 
Fighter Wing depart this week to Tyndall Air Force Base, FL to 
participate in a weapon system validation exercise.

More than 150 airmen will participate in this two-week 
training event to validate and verify weapon system performance, 
determine reliability, evaluate capability and limitations, identify 
deficiencies, and recommend corrective action.

“Everyone is excited for the opportunity to take the Vermont 
Air National Guard on the road,” said Lt. Col. Brian D. Sherry, 
158th Fighter Wing Plans Officer. “This is all part of the evolution 
to achieve F-35 combat readiness status. We’ll all be tested 
across a wide spectrum of tactics in preparation for real-world 
deployments.”

The 158th Fighter Wing will be integrating with other Air 
National Guard squadrons in small and large force exercises. To 
reduce the risk of exposure during travel and training with other 
units, Airmen adhere to appropriate COVID-19 protocols.

“We continue to prioritize the health and safety of our members, 
families and communities,” said Col. David W. Shevchik, 158th 
Fighter Wing Commander. “We have mitigation measures in 
place to reduce risk while still balancing the execution of our 
critical state and federal missions, and meet our operational 
readiness requirements.” To protect Airmen, their families and 
the community, Airmen will be tested for COVID-19 upon their 
return to Vermont.

Due to the off station training, there are no local F-35 flying 
operations scheduled from January 20-28.

For more information contact Maj. Meghan Smith, 158th Fighter 
Wing Public Affairs, 802-660-5379, 158FW.PA.PublicAffairs@
us.af.mil. 

Water testing analysis 
in Jeffersonville

By Trevor Welch,
 Head Water/Wastewater Operator, 

Village of Jeffersonville
As the water operator for the Village of Jeffersonville, I 

routinely take water and wastewater samples into the lab for 
analysis. The different substances that we test for are dictated 
by the State of Vermont. In 2020, we tested for lead, copper, and 
PFAS contaminants in the water system.

The EPA just revised the Lead and Copper Rule for the first 
time in 30 years. The goals of the revision are to better protect 
children, get lead out, and empower communities through better 
information. The new rule requires we test at schools and child 
care facilities, which has already happened. The action limit has 
been reduced from 15 ppb (parts per billion), down to 10 ppb. 
The new rule gives the state more tools to motivate municipalities 
to comply with regulations. We are now required to report the 
violations to the public faster than before. Also within the new 
rule, additional financial aid will be available for removing old 
lead service lines. I am confident, based on the testing we did 
last year, that we will easily be able to comply with the tightened 
restrictions.

As you may know, PFAS chemicals are getting a lot of 
attention recently. We voluntarily tested our water for PFAS in 
2019, and were required to in 2020. Both times we tested, we 
found NO detectable amount. Going forward, we will only be 
required to test every three years for PFAS.

I am eternally grateful for the water sources we have for the 
Village of Jeffersonville. The groundwater that feeds into our 
system is pristine. All of my records are public and available. 
Contact jeffwater@myfairpoint.net to make an appointment to 
see for yourself, or I can email you the results of our water and 
wastewater tests anytime you are interested.

MISCELLANOEUS NEWS

Library news continued from page 6

Libby or Overdrive: https://gmlc.overdrive.com/. For Village 
residents, we can even offer a temporary virtual card that will 
provide access to these online services. For a virtual card, contact 
the library by phone or email.

You can catch our digital programming on our website program 
calendar: just select the event for details and the meeting link to 
log on: https://brownelllibrary.org/events/calendar.

If you need help using any of these services, email us at 
frontdesk@brownelllibrary.org. We will also be checking 
voicemail periodically, and you can leave us a message at 878-
6955.

Brownell Library, 6 Lincoln St., Essex Junction. Contact Main 
Desk 878-6955, Youth Desk 878-6956, Reference Desk 878-
6957, or frontdesk@brownelllibrary.org.

ESSEX FREE LIBRARY
The Essex Free Library is currently closed to the public, but 

offers curbside pickup, Monday-Friday, 10:00 AM – 6:00 PM. 
For more curbside details, please visit https://www.essexvt.
org/753/Curbside-Services.

We are accepting book returns in the book drop only. Please do 
not return books inside the vestibule.

While the building is closed, our online resources and services 
are always open. All you need is your library card. Don’t have 
a library card? Request a virtual library e-card today to access 
our ebook and audiobook collections. (https://docs.google.
com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScH6EFIcpRRmOhjQ_O1GTNOzZ1_
eJS3WJtR4BQe1aT6mYMT0A/viewform?vc=0&c=0&w=1)

Essex Free Library, 1 Browns River Rd., Essex. 802-879-
0313; essexfreelibrary.com.

Send your news to the
Mountain Gazette at

mtngazette@gmavt.net
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Please consider a donation 
to JES Outdoor Learning Space
To the Editor,

The Jericho Elementary School (JES) community, together 
with PIE (Partners in Education), is hard at work creating a 
dedicated Outdoor Learning Space for our children and educators.

JES has long had a vision of providing our children with 
quality time outdoors. Now more than ever (during the pandemic) 
we appreciate the value of fresh air and the opportunity to learn 
outside of the walls of our traditional classrooms. Our dream 
is that the new Outdoor Learning Space will be a multipurpose 
space that will not only allow teachers to easily hold classroom 
lessons outside, but it will also provide a space for community to 
gather, children to play, and friendships and creativity to grow for 
years and years to come.

It takes a village! And we need your help. If you would 
like to support the creation of the new JES Outdoor 
Learning Space, you can make a direct donation through 
our GoFundMe campaign: https://www.gofundme.com/f/
jes-outdoor-learning-space?member=6989716&utm_
medium=email&utm_source=customer&utm_campaign=p_
email%2Binvitesupporters

All donations are tax-deductible. For more information and 
updates on this project, please use this link: https://sites.google.
com/view/jespie/projects/outdoor-learning-space?authuser=0.

We appreciate your generosity and support. Every little bit 
helps! And together we will all be stronger and healthier.

JES Partners in Education
The Outdoor Learning Space project

No parking on Mountain Road
To the Editor,

Please be aware that there is no parking on the traveled portion 
of Mountain Road, which includes overflow parking from 
Casey’s Hill. The overflow parking is at the elementary school. 
Please obey “No Parking” signs. There’s been two 9-1-1 events 
in two days on Mountain Road, and also the residents of the road 
have the right to have road plowed like everyone else. The plow 
doesn’t have room with cars parked in road. Thank you.

Steve Abair
Underhill Center

Erik Johnson running 
for Jericho Selectboard
To the Editor,

Hi everyone! I am writing to you today to inform you that I 
have decided to run for Jericho Selectboard. I grew up in Jericho 
and am happy to raise my own family here. My wife and I moved 
to Jericho six years ago because we wanted our children to have 
access to the great school system where my mother taught 
for many years at JES. We were recently fortunate enough to 
purchase the farmhouse that had once been owned by my family 
for generations on Barber Farm Road. We live there with our two 
daughters ages 8 and 10 who attend JES and BRMS. We have 
two dogs and have recently started keeping chickens. I enjoy 
gardening, saltwater fish, skiing, and camping. I am a senior 
manager at a medical software company where I have worked 
for 12 years. There, I oversee software development teams and 
focus on improving client experience, troubleshooting, and crisis 
management. Prior to this, I worked at IBM for 10 years, spent 
time working for my uncles on dairy farms and sawmills, as well 
as working at Desso’s (Jericho Country Store) growing up. I love 
meeting new people and seeing lots of faces here in town that I 
have known my whole life.

I am interested in running for Selectboard as a way to 
become more involved in shaping our community. As a 9th 
generation descendant from the settlers of Jericho, I hope that 
my children and someday grandchildren will want to stay in 
this wonderful town. I grew up watching my grandfather and 
uncle be Selectboard members for years and have always been 
interested in becoming a part of local governance. My hopes for 
our town will be to bring in and retain younger families with 
children, increase community involvement, improve recreation 
and natural resources, and to help ensure growth and maintain 
our local businesses. I hope to bring a fresh perspective and 
increased transparency to our community.

I’d love to hear from you if you have any questions about 
myself and I’m interested in what you see as the biggest issues 
facing Jericho. erikjinvt@gmail.com

Thank you.
Erik Johnson

Jericho

Box Tops for Education 
to benefit CES
To the Editor,

I was happy to see my 2020 report from Box Tops for 
Education. It said I earned $30.10 for Cambridge Elementary!

But then I was shocked when I continued reading that “11 
People Support Your School With Box Tops.” ELEVEN!!! 
That’s it? Really?

I hope my fellow Jeffersonville and Cambridge neighbors will 
join me in supporting our school. It’s a simple app. You just take 
pictures of your receipts. Search for Box Tops for Education or 
follow this link: https://www.boxtops4education.com/referred.

Jamie Perron
Jeffersonville

Thanks from Barb!
To the Editor,

Happy New Year everyone!
On behalf of my grandmother Barbara Guyette, I would like 

to say a huge thank you to everyone who sent her a card for her 
80th birthday! Also, thanks to those who reached out and put the 
card shower posts in the paper, and everyone who helped make 
her day special!

She received close to 50 cards, and they are still coming in 
this week! Barb was absolutely elated! She truly enjoyed hearing 
from all of you, it really made her day.

Thanks again!
Erin Guyette
Jeffersonville

Learning about Black Lives Matter
To the Editor,

We continue to learn about poverty and racism and crass 
injustices from participating more closely with Black Lives 
Matter, who post signs and invite conversation each Sunday, 
1:00 – 2:00 PM at the Jeffersonville round-a-bout and 3:00 – 
4:00 PM at Fairfax Community Center, as well as the seminars 
sponsored by Jericho Lutheran Church. We are also learning 
how much misinformation is being learned by people in regard 
to this non-violent communication movement. Likewise we are 
learning with some pride of the huge percentage of Vermonters 
who are supportive of the movement and not fooled by social 
media or the less than adequate education they, like ourselves, 
may have received in schools and universities. We have followed 
a few news reports of the methods that some states, as currently, 
Georgia, have been pursuing to prevent Black, racially different, 
Union and impoverished people from voting. The Black Lives 
Matter group have posted an extensive reading list which can 
help anyone add to or correct one’s personal or institutional 
education. We feel grateful for this opportunity, given to us by 
George Floyd and going back and forward in history. We hope 
that we can get up off our duffs and help us all regain some 
justice and love where our limited attention and inaction has 
failed us before. This too is another reason for us to be proud of 
what the media people are calling “Great Little State.” Thanks 
for reading this.

Dave and Louise Ransom
Waterville

Supporting Erik Johnson 
for Jericho Selectboard
To the Editor,

I’m glad to see Erik Johnson is running for Jericho Selectboard.
Erik is an MMU graduate making a life in Jericho. After stints 

at Desso’s Store (now Jericho Country Store) and his Uncle John 
Fay’s lumberyard (on Barber Farm Road) he progressed quickly 
at IBM and now AllScripts. He is committed to Jericho and has 
the personal and professional skills to be a strong Selectboard 
member.

Erik is raising a young family with children in Jericho schools. 
He brings next generation leadership to Jericho government. 
Erik is a superb listener and will welcome more people to civic 
participation. All levels of government need periodic refreshment 
with new generations of leadership and an openness to new ideas. 
Erik represents that to me.

I look forward to voting for Erik Johnson for Jericho 
Selectboard on March 2, 2021.

Chuck Lacy
Jericho

Tree and fruiting plant sale an 
opportunity to donate to Jericho
To the Editor,
The Winooski Natural Resources Conservation District’s 
Annual Tree Sale is open. The plants are bare-root, inexpensive, 
and offer an opportunity to purchase native plants. This year’s 
offerings include nut trees, fruit trees, strawberry and other 
fruiting plants, and perennials.
View offerings at http://winooskinrcd.org/treesale/.
Beyond supplying your own garden, perhaps if you are able, 
you might consider purchasing a plant for the Jericho Edible 
Landscape Project* (see information about the project below.) 
If interested in doing so, please contact Ann to find out what 
plants they most need. She can be reached at alg02030@retiree.
vtc.edu.
*The Jericho Edible Landscape Project at Mobbs Farm was 
started by Ann Gnagey and Tom Baribault. They are working 
to improve the soil at the town site (near Mobbs and the town 
garage) and to establish native plants and sources of food for 
people and wildlife.
“With challenges like climate change and uncertain food 
supplies, these kinds of activities will become important for the 
future of the people in our town.” ~ Ann
With the goal of establishing small scale food production using 
native fruit and nut trees, berries, and pollinator plants, she 
and husband/co-organizer Tom Baribault, have already made 
some headway having planted to date: 100 feet of potatoes, four 
blueberry bushes, cranberry, elderberry, black walnut, asters, 
violets, and poppies. (According to an article on Transition 
Town Jericho).
“We are deluged by information regarding our destruction of 
the world and hear almost nothing about how to nurture it. But 
it is not enough to weep for our lost landscapes; we have to put 

our hands in the earth to make ourselves whole again.” Braiding 
Sweetgrass by Robin Wall Kimmmerer
Will you join us by creating a diverse native plant habitat for 
our local pollinators, insects, birds, amphibians, and mammal 
friends; as well as to grow fruit, vegetables, and flowers for 
ourselves?

Bernie Paquette
Jericho

Jericho, State responsive to 
Jericho Corners safety concerns
To the Editor,

This past fall, in the wake of the tragedy of losing a friend in 
a bike/car collision, I posted a question to the town about traffic 
safety and pedestrian care on VT Rt. 15. I want to express my 
gratitude to the Select Board and neighbors and community 
members who took this seriously, and pursued a speed limit 
reduction in Jericho Corners. At this moment, signs are being 
changed and the speed is being reduced for the care of local 
residents and pedestrians. I’m so grateful to live in a community 
that stands up for the people who live here, and pursue change 
(and it wasn’t easy). Our deepest thanks Select Board, town 
officials, and neighbors!

Katie Coons
Jericho

To the Editor,
We are very grateful that the VT Department of Transportation 

(DoT) and our town Select Board were able to reduce the speed 
limit in Jericho corners to 25 mph. After witnessing the tragedy 
of the bike accident, I began to think about the need to make this 
a safer place for the pedestrians and bikers in this community. 
With the growth in the community of Jericho over the years with 
residents as well as local businesses, the traffic and speed on VT 
Rt. 15 have not been addressed.

Our community has gone to lengths to put in sidewalks for 
pedestrians, but access to the sidewalks sometimes requires 
crossing VT Rt. 15. The original plan was to have crosswalks at 
Lawrence Heights and just beyond Joe’s Snack bar. At this point, 
that has still not happened. Also, the speed in this area has been 
a concern for some time.

Over the years there have been numerous accidents and with 
the latest tragedy resulting in the death of a young bicyclist. A 
small group of neighbors and friends began efforts to address 
this issue.

After speaking with Todd Odit, our town manager and to the 
DoT, I wrote a letter to the head of the DoT, who responded back 
to Todd Odit... the wheels were beginning to turn. I received an 
invite to the Select Board meeting and saw our request was on 
the agenda. Neighbors and friends were able to join us at the 
meeting.

The change in speed is a good first step. Soon, the reinforcement 
of the speed will be coming. (So please note the change, rather 
than having an officer point it out.) We are still pressing for the 
crosswalks, hopefully in the spring when the foot traffic picks up.

As a resident of Jericho for over 20 years, I realize that we 
all need to work together to keep our community safe. We are 
grateful for the listening support of our community leaders and 
hope that a crosswalk can be added to VT Rt. 15 for the safety 
of all pedestrians.

Faith Lick
Jericho

Who even is Erik Johnson?!
To the Editor,

Like everyone else who scrolls through the evening FPF email 
to see what’s going on in town, who lost their dog, who found 
your headlamp and who’s selling their “lots of life left in them” 
snow tires, I saw the post from Erik Johnson about running for 
the Selectboard. Erik’s post, plus a couple of follow-up posts 
from other people around town, gave me a sense of Erik’s age, 
town history and general Jericho street-cred, but honestly I still 
had no idea who he was or why he was running for Selectboard. 
So… I called him.

Twenty minutes later here’s what I’ve come away with:
Erik grew up in Jericho and recently was able to buy his 

grandparents’ farm at the bottom of Barbara Farm Road (Fay’s 
Farm, you know, the old sunflower maze by VT Rt. 117). I asked 
him WHY he was running for Selectboard and his answer really 
impressed me. He’s offered no single issue that he was passionate 
about or hoping to change and even went so far as to say “I don’t 
know what any of the answers are.” What was clear to me was 
that Erik is a good communicator, a clear thinker who has an open 
mind. This is what our town needs. As we, as a country, become 
more and more factionalized, ALL of our elected positions, right 
down to local Selectboards, need to be populated with people 
who don’t know the answer, but are wiling to listen and willing 
to learn.

At one point, Erik mentioned that his grandfather, Don Fay, 
had served on the Selectboard for many, many (many, many, 
many…) years and that at least part of Erik’s interest in running 
was to connect with his family’s history and the town’s history. 
This point really clicked for me in terms of what I want on my 
Selectboard, someone who knows the town’s history and feels a 
connection and understanding of how important this town is to so 
many of its inhabitants.

Without hesitation, I can tell you that Erik is getting my vote 
on Town Meeting Day and I look forward to watching him learn 
about the town’s needs and working on finding solutions that 
work for all of us.

TL/DR: Talked to Erik Johnson on the phone because I didn’t 
know who he was; came away super impressed and looking 
forward to voting for him. 

Peter Booth
Jericho

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
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Jeff Boomhower of Underhill, VT 
passed away at home, Monday, 
December 21, 2020, surrounded by 
his family, after a valiant struggle 
with cancer. Jeff’s last hours were 
peaceful and pain free. Until then he 
was mobile and planning out his next 
adventure. Jeff spent his formative 
years living in the Underhill 
community with the Browns River 
and Green Mountains as his guides, 
fishing, hunting, and skiing. Problem 
solving was his largest fascination. 
His creative problem solving skills 
came in handy while working for the Williston Schools and 
Engleberth Construction. He was known to tie a sail to his canoe 
and hop from one Champlain Island to the other. During the 
time between camping trips, he preferred living in cabins he had 
made. In addition to the family clan, Jeff knitted together a group 
of friends and musicians with whom he camped and traveled 
from one bluegrass festival to another throughout the summer. 
Jeff leaves his son Alex Boomhower; his wife Celeste Plouffe 
– the love of his life; and a large extended family, all of whom 
will miss him deeply. We take comfort in knowing he is plucking 

tunes, drumming, hunting, fishing, and regaling all of those who 
went before him with the stories of a life where every ounce of 
energy was spent enjoying our beautiful planet. As with us, he 
will have them laughing and dancing until dawn. Once the hay 
is cut and COVID subsides, there will be a celebration of life in 
Jeff’s honor. Thank you to the staff at the UVM Medical Center 
for their superior care. Thank you to Vermont Home Health 
and Hospice for making Jeff’s last days so beautiful. Please 
consider giving a donation to the University of Vermont Cancer 
Center (UVM Medical Center Development Office, Courtyard 
at Given North 3rd Floor, Burlington, VT 05401), or to Vermont 
Home Health and Hospice, (UVM Health Network – Home 
Health & Hospice, Attn: Office of Development, 1110 Prim Rd., 
Colchester, VT 05446). Arrangements have been entrusted to the 
care of the Cremation Society of Chittenden County, a division of 
the Ready Funeral Home. Please visit www.cremationsocietycc.
com to place on-line condolences.
Bernard William Kellner, 49, of Underhill, VT left this 
world unexpectedly on Tuesday, January 5, 2021. Barky, as 
his family and many friends called him, was born October 31, 
1971 in Burlington, VT to Dr. Stephan M. E. Kellner and Jane 
Octavia Bogue Kellner, lifelong residents of Underhill. Barky 
graduated from Mount Mansfield Union High School, Jericho, 
VT in 1989, and afterward he attended St. Michaels College 
(Colchester, VT) and Champlain College (Burlington). He was 

an avid golfer and truly a “Jack of all 
trades.” Some of his talents included 
painter, fine wood worker, gardener, 
fisherman, and musician. Never at a 
loss for words, he was quick to tell 
a joke… sometimes a bad one… but 
he wanted people to laugh. He cared 
deeply about family and friends 
and he would, as the saying goes, 
“give you the shirt off his back.” If 
you needed something, Barky was 
there. Bernard was pre-deceased 
by his mother Jane and brother 
Michael. He is survived by his father 

Stephan, his brother Paul and wife Karen, brother Mark, brother 
Theodore and his wife Denise, sister Mary Jane Kreps and 
husband Mathew, sister Elizabeth Machia and husband David, 
sister Margaret Gardner and husband Brett, sister Monica and 
partner Mike Trepanier, sister Christine Morse and husband Bill, 
brother Christopher, sister Julie, brother John and wife Christen. 
Barky is also survived by 23 nieces and nephews. Barky will be 
missed dearly and the family will be announcing a Celebration 
of Life this spring. In lieu of flowers, please plant a flower or tree 
in memory of Barky. The family also invites you to share your 
memoires and condolences by visiting awrfh.com.
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“The knowledge and 
understanding of 
healthy physical 
movement I’ve 

acquired at 
Transitions has been 
life changing. I feel 

strong as ever.” 

- Zachary Bean 

MMUUSD 2021-22 Preschool 
registration open

By Kyle Hibbard
Preschool Coordinator, MMUUSD

Mount Mansfield Unified Union School District (MMUUSD) 
is excited to continue providing pre-kindergarten opportunities 
to families. This is to inform you of the pre-kindergarten options 
and deadlines if you are a resident of Bolton, Jericho, Huntington, 
Richmond, or Underhill. The Universal Pre-K bill (Act 166) 
entitles all 3-, 4-, and 5-year-olds (not attending kindergarten) to 
receive 10 hours per week of publicly funded Pre-K for 35 weeks. 
This education can be in any pre-qualified private program or 
home-based program, with a tuition of $3536 paid to the provider 
by the school district. If a child attends a public school-based 
Pre-K, the program is free of charge. However, there may be a 
lottery for school-based programs. 

If you are a returning PreK family in a school-based or private 
program, please go online to the PowerSchool Parent Portal and 
fill out the enrollment form at https://mmuusd.powerschool.

com/public. Once logged in, click on the “Quick Links” – 
“Powerteacher Portal Home” – then click on eCollect forms. 
If you are interested in your child attending a school-based 
program, please complete this form by Thursday, March 4, 2021. 
If you have any questions about Powerschool, contact Wendy 
Garrapy, data@mmuusd.org.

If you are a new PreK family, please complete the online 
enrollment form at https://tinyurl.com/wpu67f3 by Thursday, 
March 4, 2021. Once the form has been submitted, you will 
receive an email from data@mmuusd.org within 24 hours with 
instructions on how to proceed with the registration process 
(wait times may be longer on weekends, holidays, and school 
breaks). Once the PowerSchool Portal link is emailed to you, log 
in, complete the required forms and upload a proof of residency 
and birth certificate in order to be fully registered. If you do 
not receive an email with a PowerSchool Portal, please contact 
Wendy Garrapy, data@mmuusd.org.

School-based options for the 2021-22 School Year (children 
must be 3 years old on or before September 1, 2021)

Richmond Elementary School
4 yr old: 7:30-2:30 M, Tu, Th, F
4 yr old: 7:30-2:30 Tu & F
3 yr old: 7:30-2:30 M & Th 

Brewster Pierce Memorial School
4 yr old: 7:30-2:30 M, Tu, Th, F
4 yr old: 7:30-2:30 Tu & F
3 yr old: 7:30-2:30 M & Th

Smilie Memorial School
4 yr old: 7:30-2:30 M, Tu, Th, F
4 yr old: 7:30-2:30 Tu & F
3 yr old: 7:30-2:30 M & Th 

Underhill ID Preschool
4 yr old: 7:30-2:30 M, Tu, Th, F
4 yr old: 7:30-2:30 Tu & F
3 yr old: 7:30-2:30 M & Th
If you choose a school-based option, completing the 

registration by Thursday, March 4, 2021 ensures your child’s 
name is entered into the lottery process. Placement letters will 
be sent out by March 19, 2021. If you have questions, or need 
help filling out the online forms or uploading documents, please 
contact kyle.hibbard@mmuusd.org or 802-434-2962. I look 
forward to working with you and supporting your child’s PreK 
education.

MMUUSD Spanish immersion 
program for kindergarteners

Join us on Thursday, February 4, 5:00 PM, or on Thursday, 
February 11, 7:00 PM, for a virtual informational meeting to 
learn about the opportunity to enroll your rising Kindergartener 
in the Spanish Immersion program, located at Jericho Elementary 
School and Richmond Elementary School, for the 2021-22 
school year.

Learn more at this link: https://drive.google.com/file/d/1V69-
0xnreEvK53erro1u-Fr7awh34lGb/view?usp=sharing

MMUUSD free food service 
still available

Just a reminder that MMUUSD is still offering free breakfast 
and lunch until the end of the school year or until funds run out, 
per USDA rule. To register, go to http://ow.ly/kSw550D1Iz5.

If you are already registered, no further action is needed.

Lamoille FiberNet helps LNSU, 
LSUU to connect 

Lamoille FiberNet Communications Union District has 
partnered with Lamoille North Supervisory Union (LNSU) 
and Lamoille South Unified Union School District (LSUU) to 
provide Internet connectivity to students in need.

With funding from Lamoille FiberNet, LNSU purchased 
50 Verizon Jetpack MiFi units with three months of service to 
provide Internet to students needing such devices for remote 
learning. MiFi devices create WiFi hotspots using cellular 
networks. They can work anywhere with cell service, even if no 
other Internet options are available.

For LSUU, Lamoille FiberNet assisted with the costs of cell 
phones and monthly service to extend Internet access to students 
who did not have other options for remote learning.

“As a member of the Lamoille FiberNet board and the director 
of educational technology for LSUU, I have been thrilled to watch 
this partnership develop,” said John Meyer, Lamoille FiberNet 
board member. “Lamoille FiberNet’s goal is to build a fiber-
optic network that will make locally-controlled, affordable, and 
reliable high-speed Internet service available to every address 
in our member towns. As we continue taking steps towards this 
longer-term vision, it is gratifying to know that we can also 
contribute toward immediate solutions that help our community 
grapple with the challenges of inadequate connectivity during 
COVID-19.”

These partnerships were funded using CARES Act money 
accessed through a grant from the Vermont Public Service 
Department. Lamoille FiberNet was eligible for the funding due 
to its status as a municipal communications union district.

In addition to the partnerships with LNSU and LSSU, the 
grant that Lamoille FiberNet 
received also included funding 
to install longer-range WiFi 
units at Morristown Centennial 
Library and Stowe Free Library. 
In Morristown, the range will 
be extended to reach nearby 
homes, offices, and vehicles 
parked in the public lots. In 
Stowe, the new WiFi unit will 
allow for WiFi coverage in the 
parking lot, such that patrons 
can comfortably use the public 
WiFi during the colder weather. 

Email mtngazette@
gmavt.net for prices 
and publication dates

Send your 
news 

to 
mtngazette@

gmavt.net
or call 

Brenda Boutin 
for more 

information.
 

802-453-6354

Town of Jericho 
PLANNING + ZONING OFFICE 

 PO Box 39 (67 VT Rte. 15), Jericho VT  05465    |   www.jerichoVT.gov 
 

                    TO:  Seven Days:  Legal notices  
 From: Chris Flinn 
  Jericho Planning + Zoning Office 
  P.O. Box 39, Jericho, VT  05465 

 Date: 1-13 -202 

 Phone: 802.899.2287 x 104 

 e-mail: cflinn@jerichovt.gov   

 
Please include the following public meeting notice in the Classified Section (Legal Notices) of  

Publication date: January 14, 2021 
 
NOTE:  Please e-mail cflinn@jerichovt.gov with any questions- Thank You! 

*** 
TOWN OF JERICHO- DEVELOPMENT REVIEW BOARD 

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING 

The Jericho Development Review Board will hold a public hearing at 7:00 pm on WEDNESDAY 
February 24, 2021 at the Jericho Town Hall to consider the following 
 

• A request to the DRB by Steven & Katrina Pomarico site plan review to 
amend a previously approved PUD.  This property is located at 55 – 57 
VT Route 15 which is in the Village Center Zoning District. 

 
 
All interested persons may appear and be heard. Additional information related to this application 
may be viewed at the Jericho Planning and Zoning Office during regular business hours.  

 
Chris Flinn 
Zoning Administrator 
cflinn@jerichovt.gov 
 

*** 


