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Manosh has the latest 
technology and qualified 

technicians to assist with 
your underground infra-

structure.

For all of your residential, 
municipal, and business 

storm water 
& wastewater needs.

Weaver continued on page 2 Primaries continued on page 2

Misuk Weaver
By Phyl Newbeck

Special to the Mountain Gazette
COVID upended a lot of lives, but for 

Misuk Weaver of Underhill it provided 
an opportunity. When she left her job 
at Shelburne Museum at the end of 
February 2021, she took advantage of 
the hiatus to become a full-time artist. 
Weaver submitted a portfolio of her 
work to Burlington City Arts and was 
rewarded with the 2022 Diane Gabriel 
Artist Award.

Weaver is particularly proud of one 
of the pieces she submitted which is a 

20’x40’ earthwork installation at the Old Stone House Museum 
in Brownington called the Assembly Quilt. Although the piece is 
already on the premises, it will be officially presented on Sunday, 
August 14, which is Old Stone House Day. “It mimics the 
footprint of the assembly room in the building,” Weaver said. “It 
comes from us not being able to gather indoors during COVID. It 
is a space where people can have a sensory experience.” Weaver 
described the piece as undulating and allowing for people to 
walk, sit, and play, as well as 
inhale the scents emanating 
from the work.

The inspiration for the 
Assembly Quilt came from 
Weaver’s own property, where 
she spent some of her new-
found free time clearing out 
the family yard. “I’ve been 
thinking about waste in general 
and yard waste in particular,” 
she said. “Vermont encourages 
composting, and we celebrate 
Green Up Day, so I thought 
about what kind of waste there 
might be on the vast museum 
grounds.” For four hours, 
volunteers collected organic 
matter including leaves, 
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Bolton: getting ready to vote 
By Amy Grover, Bolton Town Clerk and Treasurer

Vermont’s Primary Election is Tuesday, August 9.
Register to vote: register online at https://mvp.vermont.gov/, 

by mail using a paper Vermont Voter Registration Form, in 
person at the Bolton Town Office, or in person at Smilie School 
on Tuesday, August 9.

How to vote: Registered voters can vote two ways: by early/
absentee voting by mail or in person, OR in person on Tuesday, 
August 9 at Smilie School from 7:00 AM – 7:00 PM. Registered 
voters will not be automatically sent a ballot ahead of the August 
9 primary; ballots must be requested either online at https://
mvp.vermont.gov/ or by contacting the Town Office. (For the 
November 8 election, all registered voters will receive a ballot 
by mail; more on that closer to the election.)

How to Submit your Voted Ballot: Deposit your voted ballot 
in the new BALLOT DROP BOX at the Bolton Town Office, to 
the left of the office door; return it person to the Town Office; at 
Smilie School on Tuesday, August 9; or by mail. We suggest that 
you mail your ballot by Monday, August 1 to ensure it arrives in 
time to be counted. Ballots received after August 9 will not be 
counted.

Why Three Primary Ballots? For the primary, you will be 
offered a ballot from each of the major parties: Democratic, 
Republican, and Progressive. You must pick one ballot to 
complete. However, all three ballots — including the two blank 
ones — must be returned in the envelope provided if you are 
voting early, or returned at the polls for in-person voting. Not 
returning the two blank ballots risks your vote not being counted!

Tabulator: Bolton has been “hand counting” ballots since 
1763, but this year that is changing. The Bolton Board of Civil 
Authority voted for the town to begin using a tabulator machine 
to count ballots. Our current voter checklist currently stands at 
990 voters, and when towns reach 1000 voters, they are mandated 
by the state to start using a tabulator. We did not feel that holding 
off for more ten registrations would provide any advantage; 
and in fact, election officials wanted an opportunity for us all to 
gain experience with the tabulator prior to the 2024 Presidential 
Election. The tabulator was purchased by the state and the state 
provides the programming for all state (not local) elections. We 
do plan to use the tabulator for local elections as well, as the 

programming costs have come down significantly over the last 
several years. We know that this will be different, with a learning 
curve, and we also know that Bolton will continue to provide a 
safe, accurate vote count, where every voted ballot counts.

Volunteers: We will be seeking help staffing the polls on 
Tuesday, August 9, can you help? Contact the Town Office!

Jericho voting and early voting 
By Jessica Alexander, Jericho Town Clerk

It is not too late to request an early ballot in Jericho for the 
State Primary Election. The deadline to request an early ballot is 
5:00 PM on Monday, August 8.

If you plan to vote early, it is helpful to election officials if 
you return your ballot early. The Jericho Board of Civil Authority 
began processing early/absentee ballots Friday, July 29. The 
ballots are put through the vote tabulator ahead of the election, 
but the results will not be known until the printout from the 
tabulator is run on Tuesday, August 9 after 7:00 PM.

As of July 26 we have over 600 ballots out, and just shy of 
250 returned.

1. You can return the ballot by mail to Jericho Town Clerk, P.O. 
Box 67, Jericho VT 05465; we will check the mail on August 9.

2. You can use the drop box in front of Town Hall until 5:00 PM 
on Monday, August 8. If you are able to return on the weekend 
before the election, that will help to allow enough time to pre-
check your name on the voter checklist before the checklist is 
printed on Monday for the Tuesday election.

You will notice that there are now two drop boxes in front of 
Town Hall. It is fine to use the black drop box that you are used 
to, but if you look at the top of the stairs next to the Town Hall 
front door, there is a new ballot box that is only for ballot returns. 
Both boxes will be checked daily. The difference is that at 5:00 
PM on Monday, August 8 the new fancy box will be locked with 
instructions to return your ballot to the polling place Tuesday, 
August 9.

3. On Election Day, if you have signed and sealed your 
early absentee ballot, anyone can bring it to the polls for you 
by Tuesday, August 9 at 7:00 PM. The polling place is Mount 
Mansfield Union High School, 211 Browns Trace, Jericho.

August 9 primary information

NEWS BRIEFS
Rail safety: Ethan Allen 
Express Amtrak began July 29

By Toni Clithero, Operation Lifesaver of Vermont
On Friday, July 29, the newly expanded Ethan Allen Express 

began funning from Burlington, Ferrisburgh-Vergennes, and 
Middlebury to Rutland, Castleton, and beyond through the 
Hudson Valley and into the new Moynihan Train Hall in Penn 
Station, NYC.

The train travels routinely travels at speeds of 59 mph. The 
train is moving on steel wheels over quarter-mile long strips of 
steel track, so it does not make a clickety-clack sound as it moves 
down the tracks.

THE TRAIN DOES NOT MAKE A CLICKETY-CLACK 
SOUND AS IT MOVES DOWN THE TRACKS.

Indeed, the limited noise it does make is all behind the train. 
Also, like commercial airplanes, the immense size of the train 
creates a misperception as to how close and how fast the train is 
actually moving.

Trains can come at any time and from either direction, meaning 
you should always expect a train and only cross the tracks at 
designated crossings. When You See Tracks – Think Train!

Jericho Town Republican 
Committee meeting August 22

The Jericho Town Republican Committee will not meet on 
July 25 as originally planned, but will resume its regularly 
scheduled meeting on Monday, August 22, 7:00 – 8:30 PM. To 

request an invitation, please contact jerichovtgop.org@gmail.
com.

A reminder will be sent prior to the August meeting — hope 
to see you then.

Please get out to vote on August 9, if you haven’t already.

Cambridge Community 
Food Shelf dates in August

The Cambridge Community Food Shelf at the Second 
Congregational Church in Jeffersonville will have two more 
distribution dates on Tuesdays, August 9 and 23. Hope to see you 
there!
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she said. “After talking to the staff, I was inspired and wanted to 
contribute to this wonderful museum and community.”

As part of receiving the Diane Gabriel award, Weaver has use 
of a studio at Burlington City Arts and access to a curator. She 
is working on a number of pieces including a three-dimensional 
silhouette of herself reclining on the spatial equivalent of a twin-
bed. The piece is covered with dried hydrangea flowers in white, 
pink, fuchsia, and ochre. Below the human form, the bed is made 
of Amazon packaging material. Weaver calls the piece Temp 
Control. “It’s a temporal piece,” she said. “You’ll see the flowers 
falling off, but the plastic packaging remains.” Weaver is hoping 
to take time-lapse photos so people can watch it degrade.

Although being a full-time artist is new to her, Weaver studied 
graphic design at Rutgers University and has always practiced 
her art. She briefly taught art in Vermont and has also worked in 
marketing and communications. Her preference is to work with 
materials that have been discarded. Weaver said she thinks about 
issues like greed and inequality when creating her work, but 
doesn’t want to dictate how others see it. “My husband says it’s 
artwork that requires a second look,” she said. “I hope the form 
brings people in but as they spend time with it, I want them to 
feel something or take away what they want from it.”

grasses, and branches, which form the base of the piece. “Those 
materials should slowly decompose under a layer of topsoil, 
compost, and plantings,” Weaver said. “As the piece matures, 
not only will the organic matter decompose, but the form of the 
quilt will shift as well.” She selected hardy, drought-resistant 
plants for the upper layer in the hope that the piece will need no 
watering and little to no maintenance.

A first-generation Korean immigrant, Weaver has lived in 
Vermont for six years and has spent some time thinking about 
her place in the community. “Vermont is beautiful,” the New 
Jersey native said, “but for the past couple of years, people are 
recognizing inequalities of the minority population. This is not 
the first time I’ve thought about my race or gender, but it forced 
me to take a hard look at it. In the process of me figuring things 
out, I find that I articulate it best in three-dimensional visual 
art.”

One of the reasons Weaver chose to work with the Old 
Stone House is that they’ve been doing a lot to highlight the 
work of Alexander Twilight, who became the first Black man 
to earn a bachelor’s degree from an American university when 
he graduated from Middlebury College in 1823. “I went and 
experienced the museum to see if this was a relationship I was 
willing to pursue and an organization I felt comfortable with,” 

If you wish to stop by the Jericho Town Hall to pick up an 
early ballot or vote in the Town Office, the Town Clerk hours 
are Mondays-Thursdays 8:00 AM – 12:00 PM and 1:00 – 4:00 
PM, and Fridays 8:00 AM – 12:00 PM. On Monday, August 8 the 
office will be open until 5:00 PM.

The polls will be open 7:00 AM – 7:00 PM on Tuesday, 
August 9 at Mount Mansfield Union High School. There will be 
an opportunity to vote in person during those polling hours like 
there has always been.

Primary election in Westford
By Callie Hamdy, Westford Town Clerk

The warning and sample ballots for the 2022 Vermont Primary 
Election have been uploaded to the town website and can be 
viewed at https://westfordvt.us/state-primary-election/.

In-person voting will occur on Tuesday, August 9 at the 
Westford School between the hours of 7:00 AM – 7:00 PM.

The deadline to request an absentee ballot is 4:30 PM, 
Monday, August 8. You may request and pick up your ballot 
at the Town Office, or if you would rather have a ballot mailed 
to you, please call the Town Office at 802-878-4587 or send an 
email to townclerk@westfordvt.us. Please note, only the voter 
may take their ballot from the office. All other requests must be 
mailed. Please allow sufficient time for mailing.

August primary election in Underhill
By Sherri Morin, Underhill Town Clerk

We are nearing the August Primary and there is still little time 
to request a ballot. Please call the Town Hall or request a ballot 
at https://mvp.vermont.gov/. If you currently have a ballot, you 
have until August 9 at 7:00 PM to return the ballots. As of Friday, 
July 26, we have sent out 394 ballots and only 136 have been 
returned. Your vote is your voice!

Once you receive your ballots, please read the enclosed 
material carefully. For your vote to count, be sure the certificate 
envelope is signed and all ballots are returned. If the unvoted 
ballots are not returned with the voted ballot, your vote will not 
count.

If you’d like to vote by mail, you can request a ballot online 
at online at https://mvp.vermont.gov/, send an email to smorin@
underhillvt.gov, or call the Town Clerk at 802-899-4434 x1. 
All ballots must be returned no later than 7:00 PM on Tuesday, 
August 9. Ballots can be mailed, dropped of at the Town Hall 
during business hours, or dropped in the secure box outside the 
Town Hall.

Voting at the polls is from 7:00 AM – 7:00 PM on Tuesday, 
August 9 at the Town Hall, 12 Pleasant Valley Rd., Underhill 
Center.

Village of Jeffersonville 
Water System Improvements

By Trevor Welch, 
Village of Jeffersonville Head Water/Wastewater Operator

The Jeffersonville Water System has some big projects going 
on. You may have noticed the construction going on near the 
Wastewater Treatment Facility on Upper Pleasant Valley Road. 
Manosh Corp. is installing a 12” Fire Suppression Main from 
the Jeff Heights Reservoir, down to Upper Pleasant Valley 
Road. This main will stabilize pressure for our customers on 
Upper Pleasant Valley Road, Williamson Road, Vanat Road, and 
Colonial Heights.

While we’re at it, we are getting the Jeff Heights Reservoir 
some much-needed maintenance. I will be taking the Reservoir 
offline for six to eight weeks so DN Tanks can replace the inner 
and outer liners. The Reservoir has had a minor leak for a couple 
years, so this will fix that problem. While the Reservoir is offline, 
you may notice fluctuations to your pressure and perhaps some 
discolored water. If so, let the water run until it clears up. If all 
goes according to plan, most of you will not notice any difference.

As always, feel free to give me a shout if you see anything out 
of the ordinary.

UJFD responds to July 22 
haying accident

By Andy Forsberg, EMS Supervisor/Captain, UJFD
On Friday, July 22 just before 11:30 AM, The Underhill-

Jericho Fire Department (UJFD) received a call for a man injured 
in a farming-related accident while haying.

First-arriving firefighters/AEMTs discovered a tractor, with 
attachments, still running in a ditch without anyone around. The 
patient’s location was later discovered to be approximately a 
half-mile away from where the tractor was located.

Due to the severity of the injuries sustained by the farmer, 
additional resources were called to assist with our heavy rescue 
unit. Mutual aid was requested and received from the Essex 
Town Fire Department, and the University of Vermont Medical 
Center (UVMMC) transport helicopter was requested to come to 
the scene. Essex Rescue sent two ambulances and assisted with 
patient care, stabilization, and loading of the patient.

UJFD would like to remind everyone of the importance of 
having a cellular telephone available and having the ability to 
call 911 for assistance in the event of an emergency.

The Underhill Jericho Fire Department would like to thank the 
Essex Fire Department, Essex Rescue, and the UVMMC for all 
of their assistance.

For any questions please reach out to Fire Chief Mat Champlin, 
chief@ujfd.org.

News briefs continued from page 1

Bernie Paquette has 
announced Insect Comics 
by Bernie & Nature, an 
online bug-fest. See the first 
installment of the blog at 
https://vtbugeyed.blogspot.
com/2022/07/insect-comics-
b y - b e r n i e - n a t u r e . h t m l 
and see Bugeyed Bernie 
recognizing our bond with all 
living things — and finding 
funny in all life forms. 

PHOTO BY 
BERNIE PAQUETTE

Bolton Select Board opening
By Amy Grover, Bolton Town Clerk and Treasurer

The Bolton Select Board accepted the resignation of Select 
Board member Steve Goldfield at their Monday, July 18, 2022 
meeting. We thank Steve for his service to our community and 
wish him well.

The Town of Bolton is seeking to appoint a person (required to 
be a registered Bolton voter) to fill Steve’s vacant seat, to serve 
until Town Meeting 2023. At that time, that seat will be open 
for election as two years remaining on a three-year term. Select 
Board members receive a stipend paid annually of $30/meeting.

If you are interested in being appointed to serve on the Select 
Board, please submit a letter outlining your experience and 
expertise, and your interest in serving, to selectboard@boltonvt.
com, or to the Bolton Town Office, 3045 Theodore Roosevelt 
Highway, Bolton, VT 05676.

Cambridge Village 
hydrant maintenance

The Village of Cambridge will be doing hydrant maintenance 
throughout the summer. This may occasionally result in 
discolored water. If you see discolored water when you turn on 
your tap, simply let the water run until it again runs clear. There 
is no risk involved.

This type of maintenance is necessary every few years to 
insure that the hydrants are in good working condition in case 
of a fire in the Village.

Want to help out 
in your Westford community?

The Westford Common Hall board of directors seeks two 
new board members; one of these may transition to assist with 
financial tasks. We invite Westford community members to 
consider a rewarding experience being part of this team. We are 
looking for dedicated, inspired, solution-oriented people to help 
care for and preserve this beautiful building, and map out ways 
to make its future sustainable.

The Westford Common Hall is a priceless resource for our 
community, offering many benefits and a place for many exciting 
events for community members to enjoy. The Hall can host 
weddings, bridal showers, baby showers, memorial services, 
private celebrations, the Food Shelf, musical performances, 
open mic, poetry recitals, art exhibits, religious worship, pop-
up shops, yoga and other classes, school events, town functions, 
video conferencing, meditation groups… the list could go on.

If interested, please contact board chair Amber Haller, 
amber@westfordcommonhall.org.

MMCTV streams 
Jericho Pet Parade video

By Angelike A. Contis, MMCTV
Catch highlights of the annual pet parade in this short 

video created by Madeline Daly for Mount Mansfield 
Community Television (MMCTV): https://archive.org/details/
JerichoPetParade2022.

Underhill ARPA Advisory 
Committee seeks members

By Brad Holden, Underhill Town Administrator
The Town of Underhill has agreed to form a committee to 

assist in making recommendations for the uses of federal ARPA/
SLFRF funds, which Underhill has or will have received. 
The committee will be responsible for soliciting requests 

Escape Route
By Kimberly Madura

If we can achieve
escape velocity

we can get out of here.

Go. Beyond the pull of the magnets,
free of the chains,

past the fears.

Leaving only a neon glow
behind us and

pure light ahead of us.
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Because sometimes it takes a village
Carol Cares

Let me know what you need, 
and I’ll make it happen!

Summer Fun 
Too much to do and not enough hands? 

Carol Cares would like to be your solution to the craziness 
that accompanies the summer fun for your children, 

so parents can flex their fun too!

Elder Care
Carol Cares offers assistance to independently 
living seniors with areas of their everyday life.

• Companion Care • Meal Preparation 
• Light Housecleaning • Mail Sorting

• Light Bookkeeping • Outings

PHOTO

Carol.Caresvt@Gmail.Com • (802) 338-0300 
carolcaresvt.com

REFERENCES AVAILABLE UPON REQUEST FULLY VACCINATED

Our Retail Stores are Open!
Stop in and see us, we have missed you!

Blue Mall, So. Burlington • 802-863-8306
Factory Location, Route 15, Jericho • 802-899-3373

SnowflakeChocolate.com
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COMING EVENTS

and proposals from individuals and organizations, reviewing 
them, and making a prioritized list of recommendations for 
the Selectboard to review. If you are interested in being on this 
committee, please send your letter of interest to Brad Holden at 
the Town of Underhill, bholden@underhillvt.gov.

The committee’s duration is limited, as all of the funds must 
be committed by December 31, 2024 and used by December 31, 
2026. It is our estimation at this time that the committee will 
be formed by the end of August and meet throughout the fall of 
2022 to make recommendations to the Selectboard by the end of 
2022. The hope is that the committee will use the survey that was 
conducted along with written and detailed proposals to present 
their recommendations to the board.

If you have questions you can contact Brad, Jennifer, or Sherri 
and they would be happy to discuss your interest or answer any 
questions you have. If you are interested, please submit a letter 
of interest no later than Monday, August 15, 2022 at the end of 
business. The Committee Agreement is on the Town website 
Homepage, www.underhillvt.gov.

Westford Selectboard 
meeting draft minutes

By Nanette Rogers, Westford Town Administrator
The draft minutes from the Thursday, July 14 Westford 
Selectboard Meeting can be viewed at https://westfordvt.us/wp-
content/uploads/2022/07/2022-07-14-Draft-Minutes.pdf.

Toppled portelet 
at Mills Riverside Park

By Livy Strong, Chairperson, JUPD/Mills Riverside Park
It is never a good day to arrive at the park in the morning 

to see that a portelet has been toppled. Fun for some at night, 
but this costs the Park District $150 per incident to swap out 
the damaged portelet and replace. Besides that, the mess on the 
ground needs to be cleaned up. Park District board members (all 
volunteer) are involved in this terrible task. This is the second 
time this summer and very disgusting. We are talking about ways 
to keep this from happening again. Your ideas are also welcome.

Mount Mansfield school district 
tax rates decrease

By Edye Graning, MMUUSD School Board Chair
The Mount Mansfield Unified Union School District 

(MMUUSD) budget as approved by voters in March resulted 
in a decrease of almost 12% in our equalized homestead tax 
rate. We continue to take great care in spending to optimize 
educational costs.

Additionally, our statewide education fund had a one-time 
surplus that is being returned to taxpayers — these lower rates 
are not expected to continue and will likely influence increases in 
subsequent years. And like last year, the increase in fair market 
value of homes in all of our towns is “baked in” to the tax rate 
printed on our bills. (Rates in Underhill have not yet been set 
pending results of their reappraisal).

More than any change in the school tax rate, year-to-year 

differences in an individual taxpayer bill are highly influenced 
by changes in their town Common Level of Appraisal (CLA) and 
by changes in their household income (from two calendar years 
ago to the previous calendar year). Most Vermont homeowners 
receive a property tax adjustment on their property tax bill. As of 
2021, this applied to households with incomes below $136,900 
(be sure to file a homestead declaration, property tax credit claim, 
and household income schedule with your annual state income 
tax return, if applicable).

Education property taxes are collected statewide. To ensure 
that homeowners pay education taxes based on the fair market 
value of their homes, the Vermont Department of Taxes conducts 
an annual study of home sales and adjusts the appraised values in 
each town by their Common Level of Appraisal (CLA). Impact 
of the Common Level of Appraisal this year:

……………pre-CLA.....CLA........with CLA
Bolton.........$1.3035.....85.45%.....$1.5255
Huntington..$1.3035.....83.84%.....$1.5547
Jericho.........$1.3035.....89.12%.....$1.4626
Richmond....$1.3035.....82.43%.....$1.5813

The Underhill CLA will be closer to 100% and the rate closer 
to $1.30.

State of Vermont “Understanding Your Property Tax Bill” 
https://tax.vermont.gov/property-owners/property-tax-bill

State of Vermont Equalization Study (CLA) http://tax.
vermont.gov/research-and-reports/reports/equalization-study

The Westford Common Hall and the Westford Public Library 
present a free end of summer concert and picnic on the Common 
Hall lawn on Friday, August 19, beginning at 5:30 PM. Come 
early to set up and have librarian Bree entertain your children 
with a special evening story time from 5:30 – 6:00 PM, then 
dance the night away to rock ’n roll classics from Slightly 
Used. Support the Common Hall by per-ordering charcuterie 
picnic boxes, so all you have to do is BYOB and relax. $25 per 
box feeds two and includes meats, cheeses, crackers, and fruit. 
Email Heather@WestfordCommonHall.org by Wednesday, 
August 17 to pre-order. Water, iced tea, and juice will also be 
for sale throughout the show.   PHOTO CONTRIBUTED

VT Pumpkin Chuckin’ 
seeking team members

The Pumpkin Chuckin’ competition will be held on Sunday, 
September 25!

We are seeking team members to design and build a trebuchet 
to participate in this upcoming event.

Looking to get together a team of participants under 10, but if 
there is interest among other age groups we can form more than 
one team.

Please contact naximillian@gmail.com for more information.

Wednesday, August 3
Red Cross blood drive, 12:00 – 6:00 PM, Richmond 

Congregational Church, 20 Church St., Richmond. With all the 
fun activities going on during the summer months, it is sometimes 
difficult to make a blood donation a priority. We are urging you 
to do so as the supplies are urgently in need of replenishment. 
Appointments are required. Call 1-800-RED CROSS (1-800-
733-2767) or go online to https://www.redcrossblood.org/ for 
more information, and to make an appointment.

Thursday, August 4
Kids’ Day at Jericho Farmers Market, 3:00 – 6:30 PM, 

Mills Riverside Park, Jericho. Kids can try their hands at 
vending for a day – come on out and shop to support these young 
entrepreneurs. 

Friday, August 5
LUNAFEST, 5:30 – 9:00 PM, the green at Essex Experience, 

21 Essex Way, Essex. Vermont Works for Women (VWW) 
presents this traveling film festival showcasing award-winning 
short films by and about women. All ticket proceeds support 
VWW, a nonprofit working to advance gender equity and 
support women and youth at every stage of their career journeys. 
At 5:30 PM there will be local vendors, food trucks, drinks and 
bar, raffle, and live music by The Smokey Newfield Project. The 
film screening will start at 8:00 PM, so bring a lawn chair or 
blanket, sit back, and relax. Tickets $15 in advance, $20 at the 
door. Rain date is Friday, August 19.

Sunday, August 7
Ice Cream Social, 7:00 – 8:00 PM, United Methodist Church, 

Fletcher. Come with a friend, bring a chair or blanket, and enjoy  
cone, sundae, or banana split!

Wednesday, August 10
Craft Group, 6:00 – 8:00 PM, Underhill Town Hall (upstairs), 

Underhill Center. Gather your current craft project and join us for 
a couple of hours of socializing, and productivity of course! The 
group meets every two weeks. All are welcome. For questions 
or more information contact Amy Tower, 802-355-9671 or 
atowerinvt@gmail.com.

Essex Community Historical Society Tales and Treasurers 
program, 7:00 – 8:00 PM, Memorial Hall, Towers Rd., Essex 
Center. Before there was a Champlain Valley Fair in Essex 
Junction, there was The Fair before the Fair in Essex Center. 
The Essex Historical Society’s August “Tales and Treasures” 
program presented by Kendal Holden will tell the story of the 
Essex Center Fair run by the Essex Center Grange from 1913-
1921 in a field off of Towers Road. The program will also tell the 
history of the Essex Center Grange, and is co-sponsored by Blue 
Spruce Grange.

Friday, August 19
Free end of summer concert and picnic, beginning at 5:30 

PM, Westford Common Hall lawn, Westford. Presented by the 
Westford Common Hall and the Westford Public Library. Come 
early to set up and have librarian Bree entertain children with a 
special evening story time from 5:30 – 6:00 PM, then dance the 
night away to rock ’n roll classics from Slightly Used. Support 
the Common Hall by per-ordering charcuterie picnic boxes, so 
all you have to do is BYOB and relax. $25 per box feeds two 
and includes meats, cheeses, crackers, and fruit. Email Heather@
WestfordCommonHall.org by Wednesday, August 17 to pre-
order. Water, iced tea, and juice will also be for sale throughout 
the show.

Saturday, August 20
Poker Hill School turns 50! 11:00 AM – 4:00 PM, Poker Hill 

School, Poker Hill Rd., Underhill. Welcoming Poker Hill families, 
alumni, and the entire Poker Hill community to celebrate 50 years 

of community and children! Live music, food trucks, fun for all 
ages. For more information: @PokerHillSchoolCelebrates50 
(Instagram); Poker Hill School Celebrates 50 (Facebook event); 
https://www.pokerhillschool.org/ (website).

Mya Brown of Jericho, VT has been named to the Spring 
2022 Dean’s List at Champlain College, Burlington, VT.

Desirae Byrd of Waterbury, VT has been named to the Spring 
2022 Dean’s List at Champlain College, Burlington, VT.

Benjamin Cummings of Jericho, VT has been named to the 
Spring 2022 Dean’s List at Champlain College, Burlington, VT.

Gabriel Ferrero of Nobleboro, VT has been named to the 
Spring 2022 Dean’s List at Champlain College, Burlington, VT.

Carly Hansen of Jericho, VT has been named to the Spring 
2022 Dean’s List at St. Lawrence University, Canton, NY. 
Hansen is a member of the class of 2025.

William Harvey of Jericho, VT has earned a place on 
the Headmaster’s List for the 2022 school year at Worcester 
Academy, Worcester, MA. Harvey is a member of the Class of 
2023.

Charlotte Ide of Jericho, VT has been named to the Spring 
2022 President’s List at Champlain College, Burlington, VT.

Stephanie Jacobs of Bolton, VT has been named to the Spring 
2022 President’s List at Champlain College, Burlington, VT.

Dustin Knight of Jeffersonville, VT has been named to the 
Winter 2022 Deans List at Southern New Hampshire University, 
Manchester, NH.

Jordi Kulis of Waterbury, VT has been named to the Spring 
2022 Dean’s List at St. Lawrence University, Canton, NY. Kulis 
is a member of the class of 2022 majoring in art and art history.

Megan Leach of Jericho, VT has been named to the Spring 
2022 President’s List at Champlain College, Burlington, VT.

Jonathan Miller of Jericho, VT has been named to the Spring 
2022 Trustees’ List at Champlain College, Burlington, VT.

Alex Pendo of Waterbury, VT has been named to the Spring 
2022 Dean’s List at St. Lawrence University, Canton, NY. Pendo 
is a member of the class of 2024 majoring in English.

Jens A. Peterson of Jericho, VT has been named to the Spring 
2022 Dean’s List, second honors, at Clark University, Worcester, 
MA.

Wynne Catherine Plagge of Waterbury, VT has been named 
to the Spring 2022 Dean’s List, first honors, at Clark University, 
Worcester, MA.

Alexi Jobst Shannon of Underhill, VT has been named to the 
Spring 2022 Dean’s List at Champlain College, Burlington, VT.

COLLEGE HONORS
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services, including Folk, Contemporary, Celtic, Latin American, 
and traditional. Weekday online offerings include Centering 
Prayer. We are an open-minded Christian community with 
a focus on social justice issues, where people from different 
faith traditions, along with those who aren’t sure where they 
belong or what they believe, seek the support of a spiritual 
home. We welcome you in the name and love of Christ. More 
information is at www.goodshephrdjericho.org or contact Pastor 
Arnold Isidore Thomas at 802-899-3932 or pastorthomas@
goodshepherdjericho.org.

Calvary Episcopal Church
Calvary Episcopal Church in Jericho has now resumed 

worshipping in person on Sundays at 9:30 AM. If you would 
like worship service information, please contact the parish 
administrator at calvarychurchjericho@gmail.com, or call 802-
899-0453. All are warmly invited!

St. Thomas Catholic Church
St. Thomas Catholic Church in Underhill Center invites you 

to join us in person for the Holy Mass at 8:30 AM every Sunday. 
There is also a vigil Mass at 4:00 PM on Saturday evenings. Our 
priest, Fr. Richard Calapan, also celebrates Mass during the week, 
on Tuesdays at 6:30 PM and Fridays at 8:00 AM. Confessions are 
available on Tuesdays before Mass. Visit us at www.stthomasvt.
com or call 802-899-4632 for more information.

Waterville Union Church
We meet in person at 9:30 AM at the church; masks 

recommended. Zoom is only available when there is bad weather 
or illness of a speaker. We do not post our recorded services to 
Facebook. But information can be found at https://www.facebook.
com/watervilleunionchurch, watervilleunionchurchvt@gmail.
com; 32 Church St., Waterville.

to go renewable and draw down carbon in Vermont. He’s the 
future-thinker we need.

• David is an organic farmer. David is someone who thrives 
working dawn to dusk, whether in his fields or in Montpelier. 
It’s clear that through farming, his connection to Vermont lands 
and people is strong. He’s feeding us some of the best melon and 
corn in Chittenden County, as well as feeding the soil with his 
regenerative practices.

I hope you’ll consider Zuckerman when you vote for 
Lieutenant Governor this primary — now until Tuesday, August 
9 — and again in November.

Maeve McBride, Jericho, 

Charity Clark for VT 
Attorney General
To the Editor,

I am proud to support Charity Clark in her run to become 
Vermont’s next Attorney General.

Charity knows the issues Vermonters are facing, and worked 
in the Attorney General’s Office for eight years before launching 
her campaign. Not only is she the most qualified candidate for 
the role, but she also knows how to leverage that office to get the 
best results.

I know that Charity will work tirelessly for Vermonters by 
fighting for consumers and small businesses, protecting the 
environment, prioritizing public safety and criminal justice 
reform, and addressing violence against women. I hope you will 
join me in voting for Charity Clark in the Democratic Primary 
on August 9.

For more information, please visit https://www.
charityforvermont.com.

Beverly Smith, Jericho

WORSHIP SERVICES
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Red Cross blood drive 
in Richmond August 3

The next local American Red Cross blood drive is scheduled 
for Wednesday, August 3 from 12:00 – 6:00 PM, at the Richmond 
Congregational Church, 20 Church St., Richmond. With all the 
fun activities going on during the summer months, it is sometimes 
difficult to make a blood donation a priority. We are urging you 
to do so as the supplies are urgently in need of replenishment.

Management has taken some steps to better align staffing and 
donors. We are hopeful these changes will shorten wait times. 
There are lots of appointments available between 1:30 – 6:00 
PM.

Appointments are required. Call 1-800-RED CROSS (1-
800-733-2767) or go online to https://www.redcrossblood.org/ 
for more information, and to make an appointment. Or, email 
dthomas@gmavt.net for assistance.

Watch out for cyanobacteria 
blooms this summer

From the VT Department of Health
With summer in full swing, cyanobacteria blooms are 

appearing in Vermont’s lakes and ponds. Also known as blue-
green algae, they can produce toxins that can make you and your 
pets sick — so if you see them, it’s best to stay away.

Blooms are usually green or blue-green and can make the 
water look like pea soup or spilled paint, but they can be other 
colors and consistencies, too.

Swimming or wading in water with a cyanobacteria bloom 
may cause skin rashes, diarrhea, a sore throat, stomach problems, 
or more serious health concerns. Kids and pets are more likely to 
play in or drink the water, so be sure to keep them away from the 
shoreline or water if you think you see a bloom.

To see where blooms have recently been reported, view photos 
and a video of what cyanobacteria blooms look like, or to report 
suspected blooms to the Health Department, visit https://www.
healthvermont.gov/cyanobacteria.

Applications open for subsidized 
fall/winter CSA shares

Applications for NOFA-VT’s Farm Share program are open 
for fall/winter season CSAs! If you are looking for locally grown 
food at a reduced cost, this program may be for you. Farm Share 
provides half-priced CSA shares to participants’ farm of choice, 
giving Vermonters more access to healthy, local food while 
ensuring farmers are fully compensated for their work.

Applications for the 2022-23 fall/winter CSA season will 
remain open until Wednesday, August 31 or until funds run out. 
Visit https://nofavt.org/farmshare to learn more.

Would you like to learn CPR?
By Andy Forsberg, UJFD EMS Supervisor / Captain

The Underhill Jericho Fire Department and Northeast 
Emergency Training Solutions would like to host another CPR 
class. The class will cover adult, child, and infant CPR.

If interested please reach out to Katie, kmf0508@comcast.net. 
Once there is enough interest to hold a class, we will put out a 
date.

CBD survey by Castleton University
A research team at Castleton University is investigating CBD 

use throughout the state of Vermont. Anyone who is 18+, lives in 
Vermont, and uses CBD is urged to take this anonymous survey; 
it should take less than 10 minutes to complete online at https://
forms.office.com/r/PgWNP6f3Kn.

Your responses are highly valued and would be a great 
contribution to the growing knowledge base around CBD.

This study has been reviewed and approved by the Castleton 
University Human Subjects Institutional Review Board, June 17, 
2022.

Safety on the water
With so many kids out and about either on or in the water, 

parents have been sailing up with questions on how to keep 
everyone safe when out on boats. I’ll navigate through this topic 
and provide some helpful information.

Life jackets are a must
Double check that the boat has enough life jackets and safety 

equipment for everyone.
All children and teenagers on boats should wear a life jacket, 

also known as a personal flotation device. It does not matter 
whether they have learned to swim.

Jackets should be the right size — not too loose, with all straps 
belted, including the one that fits between the legs for smaller 
children. 

Adults should wear life jackets to set a good example.
Use only life jackets and preservers tested by Underwriters 

Laboratories and approved by the U.S. Coast Guard. If so, they 
will have this on the label. 

When fitted properly, the life jacket cannot be lifted over your 
child’s head after it’s been fastened.

For a child under 5, it should also have a flotation collar to 
keep the head upright and the face out of the water.

Things to avoid
Blow-up water wings, inner tubes, rafts, and air mattresses 

found on boats should never be used as life preservers, since if 
punctured you or your child are in danger of drowning.

Children should always stay seated in a boat that is moving 
or turning.

They should never sit on the edge, lean over, and never drag 
their hands or feet in the water when the boat is moving.

Always make sure that both parents and children know where 
the first aid kit is located, what’s in it, and how and when it is to 
be used.

Hopefully tips like these will float easily when it comes to 
setting sail for a safe summer when it comes to taking your 
children on a boat.

Lewis First, MD, is Chief of Pediatrics at UVM Children’s 
Hospital and Chair of the Department of Pediatrics at the UVM’s 
Larner College of Medicine.

Virtual services at MMUUF
Sunday services at the Mount Mansfield Unitarian Universalist 

Fellowship are held at 9:30 AM on the second and fourth Sundays 
of each month, September-June. Services are led by members of 
the fellowship and by invited guest speakers, including visiting 
UU ministers and leaders of other faiths. Each service explores a 
different topic. Worship, reflect, and sustain one another, within 
an inclusive spiritual community, built on values of honoring 
and affirming the worth of every person, striving for justice, 
participating in the world community, and respecting the natural 
web of existence. Services will be exclusively held over Zoom; 
please contact info@mmuuf.org or 802-899-2558 for how to 
join. Located at 195 VT Rt. 15, Jericho. Learn more at www.
mmuuf.org and www.uua.org.

Jericho United Methodist Church
Jericho United Methodist Church welcomes you to grow in 

Christ with us. We hold dear the United Methodist Church’s 
motto: “Open doors. Open Hearts. Open Minds.” We recognize 
that our faith journeys are all unique, just as we as individuals are 
all unique. Know that whoever you are, whatever you do, you are 
welcome here. We believe that we grow together or not at all. All 
are welcome! Join us Sundays at 10:00 AM. There will be music, 
prayer and message from our pastor, Rev. Taeseob Cho. Please 
contact Rev. Cho at the church phone number, 802-899-4288, or 
his email, umccho@gmail.com. Located next to the Jericho Town 
Hall on VT Rt. 15.

United Church of Underhill
The United Church of Underhill is an active, vibrant 

congregation. We are young and old; single, couples, and 
families; believers, questioners, and questioning believers. All 
are welcome. Some people think of us as the Harvest Market 
Church or the Clutter Barn Church. We gather to worship 

together every Sunday morning at 10:00 AM. Our service is 
traditional but lively, with music, a children’s sermon, and much 
more. For instructions on joining worship from home, please 
see https://unitedchurchofunderhill.com/joining-worship-from-
home/. We provide many opportunities for worship, fellowship, 
and service, but we also welcome you to come in, be still, and 
contemplate your faith. Located at 7 Park St., Underhill. Pastor’s 
office (with voicemail) 802-899-1722; church secretary, Tuesday 
and Wednesday 11:30 AM – 2:30 PM (no voicemail) 802-899-
4583.

Second Congregational Church, Jeffersonville
The Second Congregational Church in Jeffersonville would 

like to invite all who feel called to join us for our online church 
services, Sundays at 10:30 AM. Know that no matter who you 
are or where you are in life’s journey, you are welcome at our 
church; or in this case, our web-space! https://www.facebook.com/
SecondCongregationalUCC

Jericho Congregational Church is here to help
Jericho Congregational Church — “An Historic Church 

Proclaiming an Eternal Message” on the Green in Jericho Center, 
VT. Senior Pastor, David Coons and Youth Pastor, Peter Anderson. 
Current offerings: Sunday School at 8:30 AM for all ages, 
Fellowship at 9:30 AM, Worship Service at 10:00 AM; Nursery 
care provided. Summer schedule: Worship Service at 9:00 AM; 
Fellowship at 10:30 AM; Youth group 6:15 PM Sundays in our 
Sunday school building. 899-4911; officejcc@comcast.net; www.
jccvt.org.

All are welcome at Good Shepherd, Jericho
You are invited to worship at Good Shepherd Lutheran Church on 
VT Rt. 15 at 9:00 AM every Sunday. The building is accessible 
— all are welcome! There are varied musical styles in worship 

Protecting livestock from bears
To the Editor,

I’ve been hearing a lot about bears getting into local coops at 
night, including breaking into electric fences. The bear needs to 
get a taste of the electricity to fear it. He won’t really feel much, 
if anything, when walking through it unless you have it very hot. 
To make sure he gets the message, wrap several strips of bacon 
around the fence. Coat them with peanut butter and then crank 
up the juice. A mouthful of electricity and it’s unlikely the bear 
will return.

A fed bear is a dead bear. We moved into their neighborhood 
and need to protect our stuff to keep from training them that 
humans == food. Please lock up your trash, keep compost piles far 
from the house and secure your animals with good electric fences. 
Solar fencing may not be sufficient. Make sure all livestock and 
pets are inside before dark. Birds do not need to be fed this time of 
year. Do not put out seed or nectar feeders in the summer.

Personally, I like having the bears around. They’re an important 
part of the ecosystem and I’d hate to see them killed off because 
of our irresponsibility.

Sarah St. Amour, Underhill

David Zuckerman: friend, 
farmer, futurist
To the Editor,

Recently, former Lieutenant Governor David Zuckerman was 
in Jericho, visiting our farmer’s market and gathering with friends 
and supporters for conversation and pie on our back porch. 
Perhaps you had an opportunity to see him!

I know David well, as I worked on his campaign in 2020. I’m 
usually not a political campaigner, but that year was a particularly 
important year (!) and David is one of very few politicians that I 
whole-heartedly support.

Here’s a little bit about why:
• David follows in the footsteps of Bernie Sanders. He’s 

a down-to-earth, progressive advocate for the people (not 
corporations, not a political party, not the 1%). He’s a listener 
and willing to engage with anyone regardless of their place on the 
political spectrum.

• David is one of the best Vermont political leaders on climate 
and energy issues. I know he fears the future for our kids if we 
stick to the status quo. He’s someone willing to take bolder action 
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Supports Thomas Chittenden 
for VT Senate
To the Editor,

I write this letter in support of Thomas Chittenden for Vermont 
State Senate. As a first term Senator, Thomas is highly regarded 
by his colleagues as someone who listens to all points of view on 
issues and always deliberates and advocates for the best interest 
of Vermonters. Thomas is a champion for fiscal responsibility, 
education, and environmental stewardship. Thomas has been 
fully engaged and involved in his hometown South Burlington 
community as a City Councilor and he has worked tirelessly 
in his representation. His commitment to public service and 
dedication to helping Vermonters is inspiring and his actions 
as an elected official have been thoughtful, creative and caring. 
Vermont needs people like Thomas Chittenden to serve in our 
Vermont State Senate. He has earned my vote and I hope you 
will consider joining me in voting for Thomas Chittenden for the 
Vermont Senate. 

Frank Cioffi , S. Burlington

Thanks, National Guard!
To the Editor,

Special thanks to Major Farrell and his incredible crew at 
Fort Ethan Allen for hosting the recently-completed tour of the 
facility. Following up on a “we still have a few seats left for 
tomorrow’s tour” posting on Front Porch Forum, I signed up and 
was blown away by the well-orchestrated and informative four-
hour tour of the base.

While on tour, visitors witnessed a wide array of activities and 
places including, but not limited to:

• live fire of 50 caliber machine guns and grenade launchers;
• USA Army Pentathlon Team, pistol training for International 

comp in Athens, Greece;
• hostile building-clearing training;
• classroom presentations and training;
... and much, much more. By far, the best part of the tour was 

having the opportunity to meet and thank the soldiers on the base, 
who put their lives on the line, every day.

Again, many thanks for a memorable tour. If you have a 
chance, consider signing up for a tour to visit this incredible 
facility and the amazing people on site!

Pete Davis, Jericho

The winner of Underhill’s 
Big Tree Contest this past 
winter was this roadside sugar 
maple, 204” in circumference, 
submitted by Ann Linde. 
PHOTO BY ANN LINDE

Underhill Big Tree Contest winners
By Sandy Wilmot, Chair, 

Underhill Natural Resource Inventory 
and Mapping Committee

This past fall and winter Underhill held a big tree contest. 
We wanted to encourage people to look around in woods, yards, 
and roadsides for those long-time majesties. These trees can be 
considered part of our town’s history and they certainly contribute 
to the scenic beauty.

The contest was sponsored 
by the Underhill Natural 
Resource Inventory and 
Mapping Committee and 
received 53 entries, including 
18 different tree species. Our 
winners have been notified 
and prizes of local goods 
distributed. Here are this year’s 
results of the top 10 biggest 
trees, listing the tree species, 
circumfrence in inches, and 
the Underhill resident who 
submitted the entry:

• sugar maple, 204”, entered 
by Ann Linde

• sugar maple, 180”, entered 
by the Japp-Crotty family

• sugar maple, 179”, entered 
by the Gruet-Matthews family

• sugar maple, 161”, entered 
by Dave Keszey

• sugar maple, 160”, entered by Tim Wilmot
• sugar maple, 160”, entered by the Gruet-Matthews family
• white ash, 157”, entered by Jim Bedell
• yellow birch, 154”, entered by Ann Linde
• white birch, 150”, entered by Sandy Murphy
• black cherry, 147”, entered by Brad Holden
For additional information about the locations please 

see our story map: https://storymaps.arcgis.com/
stories/98acc1cf3e2f4a0e8f214a2685214737

Fear and Costco
By Sue Kusserow

Special to the Mountain Gazette
It is almost 1:00 o’clock, and I think my mind is decided. This 

is something I have to do. I can’t let fear slip in and try and take 
away all of my decisions. If I do, how many times will this be 
repeated… trying to be what I once was — would I then have to 
call myself a failure? Probably. 

Here is an explanatory background: I have had hip 
replacements. One is 14 years old and we get along with no 
problems. The other began, due to a faulty prosthesis, to spew out 
cobalt and chromium and a rusty contamination of the dead cells. 
This was a year ago and my leg is still too weak to bear my full 
weight, despite the boring but necessary repetitions of me, and 
my physical therapist. Currently, walking depends on a sturdy 
walker and eventually, hopefully, a cane. So what choices do my 
way of looking at my world tell me? Most of my choices are 
firmly curtailed by the needs of a 90 year old, formally structured 
and controlled by what my body allows.

I have not accepted aging well. Instead of a gradual and 
grumpy acceptance of change, I fight back, using weapons that 
exclude much that I thought I had learned over time. I am trying 
to redefine my role as a person who no longer fits well into a 
younger society, who must learn to ask of others and be truly 
thankful and grateful for the changes my life is trying to teach 
me in both physical and mental adjustment and peace. I need to 
see the beauty that each day shows me… and how best to live it.

I haven’t been to Costco, a well-known, huge-quantity grocery 
store, for a long time. Fear — yes — of long aisles, many people 
buying super boxes of detergent, huge jars of pesto sauce, large 
bags full of dog food, bedding, plus specialty shops for glasses, 
hearing aids, pharmaceuticals, film development, flowers and 
plants.

I become a number among many, pushing obese carts 
disgorging a panoply of surprises out of their swollen tops, and 
as a cheery last choice: a colorful bag of oranges on top of a bag 
of dog food the size of a small walrus. 

A cart collector, weaving a long line of yellow carts between 
the aisles of cars, stops and shows me the store’s ATV for 
disabled shoppers, which has a storage bin for all the things you 
thought you needed.

“Here, you press this to go backwards — think of these handles 
as your steering wheel.” He grins: “I hope I don’t have to give 
you a speeding ticket! And watch out for those.” He points to a 
single stack of red wine, inviting purchase… and in my case, a 
disguised disaster area for new drivers.

I learn that this automated “spending helper” has a propensity 
for dropping my neat list between a sweet avocado oil half-gallon 
and a pleasant old lady trying to sell yogurt from her noontime 
job of sales.

The controls respond readily, almost too much as I swing 
around a pyramid of about-to-bloom Easter lilies. People with 
masks are hard to read, but those without smile quenchers on 
grin and wish me a smooth take off. Once I get that feel of a little 
bit of control, I become an old-lady menace. I careen down the 
main aisle and nearly hit a man who puts on a wonderful show of 
abject fear and pulls away quickly to look at the price of a head 
of lettuce. “Lady, let me see your license!”

There is also a new discovery, known only to the women 
who, after a morning dose of Lasix, need to move quickly to 
the toilets. And I discover that Costco has not updated or raised 
its toilets, for I get the impression a new breed of women who 
have grown taller over the years, and in my case, don’t have 
enough knee power to propel me upwards and out. It’s a little 
like balancing on an old wooden footstool. The possibilities for 

one-handed support and balance are few. I can’t even imagine 
grabbing for the door handle — too far and too high. After a 
few minutes of giggling over the imagined sight of me creeping 
underneath the door, I become serious and will myself to use 
mind over matter and firmly, silently, give myself a vigorous pep-
talk, ending in “1-2-3-UP!” It works! And luckily that woman 
next to me leaves quickly, so that I don’t have to explain that 
numerical chant that saved me from a forced inspection of the 
walls of my incarceration.

Finally, Ann and I spot each other and line up our vehicle at 
what looks like the shortest checkout counter. I have an interesting 
assortment of ten bottles of wine that I can’t find elsewhere and 
a huge slab of hamburger to be divided into meatballs for the 
doggies’ lunches.

So what created such fear? When in actuality the trip turned 
out to be the most fun in weeks. I have considered, if asked, 
writing a Guide for the Disabled and see if Costco would consider 
publication as a helpful handout to stumbling shoppers.

 I guess, with my injury and the threat of COVID, I had 
become lonelier than I thought. And to appease my daughter who 
suggested this trip in the first place, I pushed through the possible 
hazards and accidents.

Nota Bene: These scooters are not on loan to teenage boys for 
impromptu races from sliced cheese to hefty Ritz crackers, nor 
for any inveterate shopper, who is contemplating a new mattress 
and thinks she can get it home!

(A note of apology to Sue Kusserow: I discovered the message 
from April [!] containing this column in quite the wrong email 
folder… very sorry! — Editor)

A lesson on the bridge
By Anita de Waard

Special to the Mountain Gazette
I walk over the little bridge almost every day: on the slats on 

the beams from the tree that my husband cut, back when the kids 
were small, but not too small to help out. He held the beams in 
place to cut notches in the top to hold the runners: our oldest 
nailed the slats into the slots, and our youngest helped too, 
though the hammer was still a bit too heavy. We were very proud 
when it was all done: now we could traverse the little swamp 
behind our house without the kids’ Bogs getting sucked in and 
stuck in the mud, which was knee-deep for us but up to their little 
hips, almost.

The bridge had a railing, but the sticks holding it in were not 
very solid and it fell off, leaving a knotted little cross in the bog 
where the post had been connected. But the bridge itself holds 
well, because it was built with my husband’s engineer’s need to 
over-spec, and it will most likely outlast our presence on this 
land.

Usually it is a simple — or, in the winter when the slats get icy, 
a somewhat slippery — entry into our woods that I pay no heed 
to, but suddenly, two days ago there was a turd. A small red pile 
of poop was deposited quite neatly in the middle of the bridge, 
and when I looked more closely I saw that there were lots of pits 
it. Clearly whoever had deposited this had eaten a lot of berries, 
right before.

It seemed too small to be from a bear, but certainly not the 
color or shape of dog poop: we heard of a bobcat sighting from 
our neighbor who has critter cams, but bobcats don’t eat berries, 
I don’t think, so probably not that. Maybe a fox? Or raccoon?

What I realized as I looked at the turd was that, although I 
sometimes feel like we’re always walking the same little loop — 
over the bridge, to the right, past the brook, over the hill where 
we ski in winter, past the swampy bit which the kids dubbed “The 
Ice Palace” because the tree stump held magical icicles when we 
just moved here, past the neighbor’s logging grounds, back on his 
ATV Road — for me, this loop always seems the same, but to the 
dog, who sees with her nose, it is new and exciting every time. 
Maybe today, two raccoons walked here. There, a coyote killed a 

mouse. Here, young rabbits just passed. A deer is sleeping, right 
over there.

The route is the same, and my description of the path won’t 
change: a right, a left, over and up and around and back home. 
But because life is unique and linear and you never step twice in 
the river of time, it is constantly new. My dog knows this, and 
that is why she is always so excited to see what happened next, in 
the big soap opera playing out right behind our house.

Thanks to a small, berry-stained turd, I get it now, too.

The dangers of social media 
disinformation

By Vermont Secretary of State Jim Condos
As we watch new information emerge from the January 6 

Congressional hearings, one truth has been made crystal clear. 
Whether it’s insurrection at the Capitol or violent threats against 
election officials, these acts are a consequence of a single 
insidious lie: that voter fraud altered the outcome of the 2020 
General Election.

Despite the complete lack of evidence, this lie has gripped 
certain groups in the electorate and is at the center of the 
divisiveness driving a wedge between Americans.

We see it every day on social media, where a lie can be shared 

Community columns continued on page 6
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and spread rapidly, reaching thousands if not millions of people, 
sometimes in a matter of minutes.

We all want our elections to be secure, accessible, accurate, 
and fair. Ensuring the accuracy of our elections is my #1 priority, 
and I hold steadfast faith in the integrity of our hardworking 
Town and City Clerks.

The “voter fraud” lie is an insult to their diligent stewardship 
of Vermont elections, which are conducted on the local level. An 
attack on elections is an unfounded accusation of your neighbors, 
friends and local public servants. Even worse, it threatens to 
erode the public’s confidence in democracy itself.

So, what can we do? It starts by being cautious with what we 
share online. That means taking the time to investigate and verify 
the information and its sources. As I like to say: “Think before 
you link!”

I will continue to operate my office transparently and openly 
to all Vermonters. That includes ensuring the public’s access to 
our post-election audit, and to the results certification process. It 
is telling that the biggest skeptics of election integrity choose not 
to attend these important events: these events verify the accuracy 
and integrity of the elections process and do not fit the narrative 
these individuals have chosen to believe.

Our website is a treasure-trove of trusted, official elections 
information, including a myth-vs.-fact page that tackles some 
of the most common pieces of disinformation we see on social 
media.

My office is always available to answer questions on social 
media, or by phone and email. Thank you for helping stop the 
spread of false, harmful information, and thank you for being a 
voter!

https://sos.vermont.gov
www.facebook.com/SecretaryOfStateJimCondos
www.twitter.com/VermontSOS

Healthcare: a ship at sea
By Bill Schubart

I was asked recently if there was a simple way to keep track of 
how our healthcare system measures up?

My “simple” answer was, “Yes, count the number of people in 
emergency rooms, homeless shelters, and jail cells.”

I was, in fact, answering a different question focused on 
“population health” rather than the success or failure of the 
healthcare system itself. Although they should be aligned, they 
encompass different objectives in practice.

The vital question we must answer is: are we measuring the 
success of the healthcare system and infrastructure, or measuring 
the well-being of the population they serve?

If the former, is the measure of success based on balance-sheet 
strength or delivery-on-mission? If it’s the financial and systemic 
well-being of the healthcare infrastructure itself, we’re failing.

If it’s delivery on mission — “population health” — as they 
state, we’re also failing, and the two major pain points are access 
and cost, which are related.

If “early diagnosis and treatment” is the “standard of care” in 
healthcare, then access becomes critical. If cost prevents access, 
then we must regulate cost.

We recently visited new Vermonters in central Vermont, both 
professionals on navigating healthcare systems, and they, too, 
expressed confusion. Their local hospital told them they would 
need a primary care doctor for referrals but they were then 
told they were 219th on the waiting list for a local primary care 
physician. Current estimates are that the U.S. is short somewhere 
between 20-50,000 primary care docs, and to cover all rural areas 
effectively, the number practically doubles to 90,000.

As to cost, the stories are legion. I’ve had three close family 
members, all professionals, who have declined salary increases 
to retain their Medicaid option, but increasingly find that even 
that cost exceeds their capacity.

Most Vermonters presently cannot afford to access healthcare. 
The data show that 44% of Vermonters with private insurance are 
under-insured and cannot afford to cover the costs of healthcare. 
More than half (50%) of Vermonters have employer-assisted 
private insurance as their primary source (329,800), but shared 
costs, deductibles, co-pays, and spiraling inflation make this 
unaffordable for many.

Meanwhile, the current round of hospital budget hearings has 
the University of Vermont Medical Center (UVMMC) requesting 
a 20% increase in commercial insurance rates, Rutland is asking 
for an 18% increase, and Central Vermont Hospital is asking for 
14.5%. If double-digit increases are granted, access to healthcare 
services will diminish further. Furthermore, federal supports 
for insurance premium subsidies are set to expire in December. 
Given the Congressional stand-off in funding healthcare, the 
probable loss of these subsidies will pitch even more Vermonters 
into the realm of the uninsured.

It’s past time to rethink all this.
But as I’ve stated in earlier columns, the currently deployed 

infrastructure of 13 regional hospitals and two tertiary-care 
hospitals, UVMMC and Dartmouth, is cost-excessive. Hospitals 
comprise roughly half of all healthcare spending, leaving less 
money for essential community-based services that keep people 
healthy and divert them from expensive hospitalizations. With 
demand far outpacing capacity for mental health, substance 
abuse, and home health services, to name a few, some hospital 
funding must be redirected to these services — the only sensible 
course if we are to reduce costs over the long-term.

If we cling to the goal of sustaining all this infrastructure with 
net positive income (all are non-profits), we’ll have lost focus on 
the well-being of those the system is designed to serve.

Population health extends way beyond emergency rooms. It 
starts with neonatal care, early childhood education, care, and 
play, trauma-informed family counseling and support, access to 
healthcare (mental and physical), and healthy food, as well as 
access to education, secure housing, employment, and a healthy 
environment.

If we redesigned a healthcare system to indeed focus on 
population health, it would not reflect what has evolved over the 
last fifty years in Vermont. In fact, it might look more like what 
preceded it in my childhood, with community doctors in small 
practices, local clinics and support services, and tiny community 
hospitals.

Meanwhile, UVM Health Network (UVMHN) is consolidating 
its dominance and governance, eliminating the long-standing 

local community board members of each of these hospitals and 
reducing their ability to make strategic decisions based on the 
needs of their community.

Henceforth, decisions will be made based on the corporate 
needs of the Network. How does consolidating the governance 
(finance, budgeting, and strategic planning) of a dispersed six-
hospital network in two states improve local delivery?

• The University of Vermont Medical Center
• The University of Vermont Health Network – Alice Hyde 

Medical Center
• The University of Vermont Health Network – Central 

Vermont Medical Center
• The University of Vermont Health Network – Champlain 

Valley Physicians Hospital
• The University of Vermont Health Network – Elizabethtown 

Community Hospital
• The University of Vermont Health Network – Porter Medical 

Center
• The University of Vermont Health Network – Home Health 

& Hospice
Is the model for UVM’s expansion to create a clone of the 

Geisinger network, a massive healthcare business not without its 
own challenges?

If we’re ever to deliver accessible, affordable healthcare 
in the broader service of population health, it will be with a 
properly funded, local primary care network supported by 
regional secondary and tertiary care hospitals designed solely to 
accommodate trauma, specialty, and high acuity cases.

We’ll need to invest in several generations of new primary 
care doctors, nurses, and nurse practitioners. The economics, 
including tuition forgiveness and adequate compensation, must 
work so they can afford to live in their communities. We must 
reverse the number of nurses either leaving hospitals or becoming 
“travelers” (agency-hired) as well as the number of doctors 
leaving and starting “concierge” practices or retiring early.

When I was young, our family doctor, Phil Goddard, was one 
of three independent family practitioners in our small community 
of 4000 people. They knew everyone in town, their strengths 
and frailties, their health status, history, and capacity to pay for a 
home or office visit, and they charged accordingly. Unlike Doctor 
Phil, today’s concierge doctors charge a fixed annual fee for 
access as needed, a fee beyond the reach of many.

We must make choices about what matters in our society. 
Population health encompasses almost all aspects of the social 
safety net. If healthcare is to aim for population health it must 
start with support services in the communities served, escalating 
to secondary and tertiary care regional facilities with increased 
acuity or specialization.

As UVM reengineers its governance and dominance, absent 
any clear State healthcare policy, we’re putting “population 
health” further at risk.

Governor Scott seems to have washed his hands of healthcare 
and is AWOL. The Department of Health, which is responsible 
in statute for healthcare policy, has been AWOL since Governor 
Shumlin pulled it into his office and never returned it. The Green 
Mountain Care Board (GMCB) is struggling with its own job 
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description, vacillating between healthcare policy architect and 
healthcare policy regulator. They will have to choose one or the 
other, they cannot ethically or practically do both.

The Legislature just passed Act 167, tasking the GMCB and 
the Agency of Human Services with engaging communities 
and providers to develop a more sustainable healthcare system. 
When will the public engagement begin? Will it be robust and 
will leadership listen?

Meanwhile, the state’s largest healthcare entity, UVMHN, 
steers its own way through the ice floes with no clear policy 
or regulatory navigation other than their goal of growth and 
consolidation.

If we really believe in population health and expect to care for 
our aging population, leadership must have the courage to make 
hard decisions.

[There are far too many accounts on social media from our 
towns to report on these pages of sightings and interactions 
with bears, some of them unfortunate. It seems useful to reprint 
information provided in a recent issue. — Editor]

Coexisting with bears
Public Information Office Joshua Morse of Vermont Fish and 

Wildlife has issued the following press release, which can be 

found at https://vtfishandwildlife.com/newsroom/with-reports-
of-bear-conflicts-across-the-state-fish-and-wildlife-urges-
proactive-steps-for-safely, along with the following information 
on coexistence with bears:

Bear Coexistence Advisory from VT Fish and Wildlife 
Department

The Vermont Fish and Wildlife Department is receiving 
reports from across the state of black bears seeking food in yards, 
outbuildings, and livestock enclosures. Many of these situations 
can be prevented if people take steps to make their backyards 
bear-safe before a bear shows up.

Bears — and people — are at risk when bears spend time 
in human-dominated landscapes. And every time a bear finds 
an easy meal of birdseed, compost, or unsecured garbage, they 
are learning a dangerous association between people and food. 
Coexisting with bears starts with you taking the following steps 
to help keep bears wild:

• Birdfeeders: take down birdfeeders until December. You 
can attract birds by planting bird-friendly native plants instead 
— check out https://www.audubon.org/native-plants for advice

• Make your garbage inaccessible. Store garbage in a 
secure structure and a bear proof container. How-to advice is 
online at https://vtfishandwildlife.com/sites/fishandwildlife/
files/documents/Learn%20More/Living%20with%20Wildlife/

Living%20with%20Bears/bear-resistant-retrofit-polycart.pdf
• Dispose of garbage frequently. If you have pick-up services, 

wait until the morning to put your garbage out.
• Demand bear proof dumpsters for your community.
• Follow steps for composting in bear country. Compost 

needs to be 3:1 — that is, three parts brown materials to one part 
kitchen scraps, turned frequently, and kept in a sturdy tumbler or 
bin: https://vtfishandwildlife.com/node/260

• Use electric fencing to keep chickens and bees safe. Fences 
need to be 4000-6000 volts, tested regularly, and baited: https://
vtfishandwildlife.com/node/1996

• Clean your grill after every use
• Make bears feel uncomfortable in your yard. Yell, bang pots 

and pans, or use other noise devices (air horns!) from inside your 
home. Never shoot a bear to scare it. Even BBs can seriously 
injure bears.

• Please report your bear encounters to VT Fish & Wildlife. 
These reports give VTF&W information to help all Vermonters 
better coexist with bears: https://anrweb.vt.gov/FWD/FW/
WildlifeBearReport.aspx

Following these steps can save bears’ lives, and help protect 
you, your neighbors, and your property. Please do your part to be 
a good neighbor and help keep Vermont’s bears wild!

If you have questions, contact the Vermont Fish and Wildlife 
department, 802-828-1000 or fwinformation@vermont.gov.
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DEBORAH RAWSON MEMORIAL LIBRARY
The library is open, no appointment needed: Tuesday and 

Thursdays 10:00 AM – 8:00 PM, Wednesday and Friday 10:00 
AM – 6:00 PM, Saturday 10:00 AM – 2:00 PM, and Sunday 1:00 
– 4:00 PM. All programs meet in person at DRML

Free COVID Test Kits: Need an at home COVID test kit? 
The Deborah Rawson Memorial Library is offering them only 
through curbside pick-up for community safety. Kits will not be 
available inside the building. Call or email rawsonlibrary@drml.
org to arrange a pick-up so we can have them ready. Let us know 
the number of kits you need, up to four kits. Each kit contains 
two tests. We will let you know what bag number is yours.

Adult Programs
Ongoing
Thursday August 11, 3:00 – 6:30 PM: Book sale at the big 

Red Barn next to the Farmer’s Market. Shop at the wonderful 
Farmer’s Market, then come help us clear out the barn to make 
room for the fall sale. Everything in the barn is $5 a bag! Bring 
your own bags or use one of ours. We are not accepting donations 
of books at this time.

Thursday August 18, 7:00 PM: The Board of Trustees meeting 
(in-person). A virtual meeting is available for those who wish to 
remain remote. Please contact Holly (drawsonmemlib@yahoo.
com) to receive the link.

Tuesday August 30, 7:00 PM: Mystery Book Group. We will 
be discussing The Conspiracy Club by Jonathan Kellerman. 
If you need a book, please call the library (802-899-4962) to 
request a copy. Due to delays with our courier you should request 
soon so that it has time to arrive. We will be meeting in person 
in the program room. A Zoom meeting will also be available 
for those who prefer a virtual option. Please contact Holly 
(drawsonmemlib@yahoo.com) if you would like to receive a 
link to the Zoom meeting.

Library Strategic Plan: The Board of Trustees is currently 
working on the library’s strategic plan. Please help us by taking 
a short survey! Your input is very important to us and helps us 
plan for the future of the library. Paper copies are available at the 
library or you can take the survey on our website (drml.org) or 
at bit.ly/drmlsurvey.

Youth Programs
Ongoing
Tuesdays at 10:00 AM: Story Time [PreK-K] Join Ms. Abbey 

and Freddy for jokes, stories, songs, and fun! Hope to see you 
there.

Story Walk® Enjoy the outdoors and a story! The walk starts 
on the right side of the building and wraps around the edge of the 
field toward the river.

Farmers Market: All summer long, DRML and JTL are taking 
turns at the Farmers Market. Visit us to sign up for summer 
reading and get your goodie bag, peek through some free books, 
and definitely blow bubbles!

Tuesday, August 2, 3:00 – 4:00 PM: Codes and Ciphers [ages 
8+] Build a cipher wheel, develop a secret code and maybe even 
mess around with invisible ink (if we can find it). Please sign up 
by stopping by the library or contact 802-899-4962 or youth_
librarian@drml.org.

Wednesday, August 10, 3:30 – 4:30 PM: PreK Craft Ocean 
Suncatchers. Little ones will love tearing up tissue paper and 
feeling the sticky contact paper as we make pretty ocean-themed 
suncatchers. Please sign up by stopping by the library or contact 
802-899-4962 or youth_librarian@drml.org.

Thursday, August 11, 3:00 – 4:00 PM: Makey Makey Tech 
Petting Zoo [ages 8+] Turn everyday objects into inputs for a 
computer! Learn about simple coding and electrical circuits 
by turning bananas into a digital piano, or making a graphite 
drawing tell a story. Group size is limited to four kids so sign up 
quickly by contacting 802-899-4962 or youth_librarian@drml.
org.

Friday, August 12, 3:00 – 4:00 PM: LEGO Club [ages 6+] 
Build a popsicle stand, a beach scene or a turbo-powered crystal 
energy air conditioner. We hope to see you this month at LEGO 
club. Please sign up by stopping by the library or contact 802-
899-4962 or youth_librarian@drml.org.

Tuesday, August 16, 3:00 – 4:00 PM: Ocean Slime craft [ages 
6+] Get messy at the library with ooey, gooey ocean slime! 
We’ve got everything needed to make slime that looks like it 
came from the bottom of the sea, or maybe out of a mermaid’s 
nose! This one is popular so sign up quickly by stopping by the 
library or contact 802-899-4962 or youth_librarian@drml.org.

Wednesday, August 17, 3:30 – 5:00 PM: Minecraft Social 
[ages 8+] Spend a lazy afternoon in the air conditioning while 
playing Minecraft with your buddies. Please bring your own 
device. Please sign up by stopping by the library or contact 802-
899-4962 or youth_librarian@drml.org.

Thursday, August 18, 10:30 AM – 12:00 PM: Read to Wyatt. 
Come practice your reading and find some Zen with the goodest 
good boy, Wyatt the therapy dog. Sign up for a 15-minute time 

slot by stopping by the library or contact 802-899-4962 or youth_
librarian@drml.org.

Saturday, August 20, 3:00 PM: Movie night! [all ages] This 
month we’re watching Dolphin Tale. Bring your own chairs if 
you’d like, but seating will be available. Masks are optional 
while inside the library.

Wednesday, August 24, 3:30 – 4:30 PM: Older Kid Craft — 
Paper Bag Sea Stars [ages 8+] Design and build big, beautiful 
paper bag sea stars, then decorate them and take them home.

Thursday, August 25, 8:00 PM: Star Party with VT Astronomical 
Society [all ages] Join our friends from the VT Astronomical 
Society (VAS) for an evening of stargazing with telescopes! VAS 
members will bring telescopes, but you’re welcome to bring your 
own too. This program is weather dependent.

Friday, August 26, 11:00 AM: Stories and Songs with the 
Londons [preschool] Join us on the back patio in the sunshine, 
or in the fireplace room in case of rain, for songs and stories with 
Beth and David London.

Please visit drml.org for the most up-to-date information on 
programs at DRML.

Contact information: email rawsonlibrary@drml.org; website 
www.drml.org; phone 802-899-4962.

JERICHO TOWN LIBRARY
We are open 10:00 AM – 7:00 PM Tuesday, 10:00 AM – 4:00 

PM Wednesday-Friday, and 10:00 AM – 2:00 PM Saturday.
Wednesdays, 10:30 AM: Storytime takes place in our 

programming area on the second floor of the library and is 
intended for children aged 0-5 (though all are welcome!). We 
usually share a few books together and a related craft or activity. 
Please note that masks are required indoors for everyone over 2 
years old.

Jericho Town Library’s Makerspace is exactly what it sounds 
like: an area for kids and teens to create, tinker, build, code, 
and explore the world of STEM. With support from the VT 
Department of Libraries’ ARPA grant, we currently have 3D Pens, 
SPIKE Prime Lego robotics, and a 3D printer. The Makerspace 
is located on the second floor of Jericho Town Library and is 
open for kids aged 7-18 whenever the library is open. Come to 
the library and get started creating! While the Makerspace is 
free for all children and teens, the 3D printer can also be used by 
adults who pay for the cost of their materials. Visit our website 
to read about using the Makerspace and 3D printer! https://www.
jerichotownlibraryvt.org/makerspace.html

Find us on Facebook and Instagram (@jerichotownlibrary) 
for regular updates on our programs, services, and collections. 
802-899-4686, library@jerichotownlibraryvt.org, www.
jerichotownlibraryvt.org.

Please check our website and the notice boards outside of the 
library for updates and more information on programs and library 
services: www.jerichotownlibraryvt.org or 802-899-4686.

VARNUM MEMORIAL LIBRARY JEFFERSONVILLE
Please let us know how we can assist you by contacting 

varnumrequests@gmail.com or 802-644-2117.
Summer is here, and we welcome you to view our website 

for our complete list of summer events, including the Summer 
Reading Program! http://www.varnumlibrary.org/calendar.

Wednesdays, 10:00 AM: Two-Book Tuesday story time! Come 
join us and share in a relaxed story time, followed by a craft to 
make or take. We will aim for the front porch, weather depending. 
If indoors, masking is requested.

Wednesdays, 12:00 – 1:00 PM: Technology Wednesdays. 
Join the Varnum staff for individual technology help. Bring your 
questions and/or device, and we will try to help you figure it out.

Thursdays, 4:00 PM: Dungeons and Dragons. Are you curious 
about Dungeons and Dragons? Are you an experienced player 
that needs a party? Come join us at the Varnum. No experience 
needed; all ages welcome!

The Varnum has two open Library Trustee positions. If you 
love the library and want to make a difference in our community, 
we invite you to consider a role as a Trustee: http://www.
varnumlibrary.org/trustee-position.

The Varnum Memorial Library is open for curbside pickup and 
in-person browsing. Please continue to wear a mask. Our hours 
are: Tuesdays 9:00 AM – 6:00 PM; Wednesdays 9:00 AM – 6:00 
PM; Thursdays 8:00 AM – 6:00 PM; Fridays 9:00 AM – 3:00 
PM; and Saturdays 9:00 AM – 3:00 PM; closed Sunday-Monday. 
(Note, hours at the Varnum can vary week to week; please check 
the website to be certain.)

The Varnum Library, P.O. Box 198, 194 Main St., Jeffersonville, 
802-644-2117; thevarnum@gmail.com; www.varnumlibrary.org.

WESTFORD PUBLIC LIBRARY
The Fiber Arts Group that normally meets at the Westford 

Public Library on Thursday evenings will be on break this 
summer and will start again in the fall.

Do you have a document that needs to be notarized? The 
Library now offers notary public services: Tuesdays, Thursdays, 
and Fridays, 5:00 – 7:00 PM; and Saturdays, 10:00 AM – 2:00 

PM. We will only be able to offer these services at these specific 
times; please call ahead to confirm notary public availability.

The library hours of operation (meaning come in and browse 
the shelves, use the computer, grab a DVD, etc.): Tuesdays 10:00 
AM – 7:00 PM, Wednesdays 1:00 – 7:00 PM, Thursdays 10:00 
AM – 7:00 PM, Fridays 1:00 – 7:00 PM, and Saturday 10:00 
AM – 2:00 PM, no appointments needed. Patrons of all ages are 
welcome, children under 12 must be accompanied by an adult. If 
you feel you need curbside service, for whatever reason, please 
email Bree at the library and we can work something out. We 
want nothing to impede you from using the library.

Events for everyone
The Westford Food Shelf is now open twice a month, on the 

first Wednesday of each month (August 3), 4:30 – 5:30 PM, on 
the third Saturday (August 20), 8:00 – 9:00 AM. With increased 
openings, they need more inventory! The Westford Public 
Library has food collection bins at all curbside pickups from now 
on. These bins are for non-perishable food and household items.

The Summer Reading Program!
The Summer Reading Program 2022 runs through August 5. 

You can register in person at the library, or online at  https://
forms.gle/mG8vL3mFMPKX7dr19.

Age levels, reading goals, and prizes:
• ages 0-2 “Guppies” (babies and toddlers): fun activities for 

families to do together, stuffed animal prize at the end;
• ages 3-8 (kids): 10 books/150 minutes read per raffle ticket;
• ages 9-12 (tweens): 3 books/240 minutes read per raffle 

ticket;
• ages 13-18 (teens): 1 book read per raffle ticket;
• adults - 18+ (adults): 1 book per raffle ticket; adults fill out 

their own raffle tickets at the library as they read.
Raffle tickets will be made by Ms. Bree when reading logs 

are turned in (due August 4). Raffle tickets will also be given for 
coming to programs. Prizes consist of gift certificates to Essex 
Cinemas, Phoenix Books, Westford Country Store, and more! 
Prizes will be awarded at the end of the SRP Ice Cream Party on 
Friday, August 5. 

Every time you come to the library you can work on our sticker 
mosaic! Last year it was a unicorn, what will it be this year? Get 
a strip of stickers to place every visit. Together is better!

“Finding Nemo” Find the hidden clown fish in the library 
and get a prize! The prize bucket returns after a long couple of 
years without it. All ages welcome to participate each visit to the 
library.

Westford’s hiking trails and storywalks! Poetry Walk: on 
Maple Shade Trails. Story Walk: Enjoy Duck and Goose Go to 
the Beach on the school trails; see the kiosk for the exact trail. 
A new story will go up in August. Westford Trail Passport: This 
exciting program is back and better than ever!

Thursdays, 11:15 AM: Ocean Storytime On the Common. 
Bring your lunch and a blanket and be ready for fun! Every 
week we will read stories related to the ocean. We will sing and 
move, too! Take-home crafts available. We will use the gazebo if 
weather is bad. August 4: Sandcastles and the Beach.

Summer Reading Program/events schedule and details (events 
with a (*) require pre-registration). 

Tuesday, August 2, 3:00 – 5:00 PM in the Library: Crafternoon 
“Hodge Podge.” Did you miss a Crafternoon? Enjoy making the 
leftover projects. 

Wednesday, August 3, 4:30 – 6:30 PM in the Library: “Treasure 
Inside.” Take things apart (toys, computers, appliances) and see 
what is inside, take it one step further and make cool art from 
what you find inside, if you like. Great for the mechanically 
curious.

Thursday, August 4: Summer Reading Logs due by 7:00 PM. 
Turn in at the library or online via google form.

Friday, August 5, 4:30 – 6:30 PM on the Common: End of 
Summer Ice Cream Party and Raffle. Celebrate the end of 
Summer Reading with “All You Should Eat” Ice cream! We will 
announce the winners of our Summer Reading Prize Drawing as 
well! You do not need to be present to win. Prizes can be picked 
up anytime at the library. Volunteer scoopers needed.

Find us on Facebook (www.facebook.com/
westfordpubliclibrary) and Twitter (www.twitter.com/
WestfordVT_pl). Bree Drapa, Librarian. 802-878-5639; http://
westfordpubliclibrary.org; westfordpubliclibrary@gmail.com. 

FAIRFAX COMMUNITY LIBRARY
We are asking everyone to please wear a face mask in the 

library. To help meet the needs of all library users, Curbside 
Pickup Services will be provided on Tuesdays and Thursdays, 
3:00 – 7:00 PM upon request.

All events are free unless noted. Pre-registration required; 
please sign up at least one week before the program date; call 
802-849-2420 or email libraryfairfax@gmail.com.

The library will be closed for cleaning during the week of 
August 8. Look for fun virtual programs during the week!

Libraries continued on page 8
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ART / MUSIC / THEATER

Join us for the Summer Reading Finale program with Modern 
Times Theater on Friday, August 19 at 1:00 PM. We are happy to 
welcome this group back to Fairfax and their performance will 
include a puppet show and music. At this event, we will have the 
Summer Reading Program prize drawing! Hope to see you and, 
if you are not able to be there in person, we will call you if your 
raffle ticket is drawn!

Youth events
Wednesday, August 3, 1:00 PM: Paper Bowl Jellyfish. 

Design an elegant jellyfish to hang from your ceiling! Materials 
provided. Ages 8+ Please email libraryfairfax@gmail.com or 
call 802-849-2420 to register!

Wednesdays, August 3, 10, 17, 24, 10:30 AM: Preschool Story 
Time. Join us for stories and songs! Children’s books will be 
available to check out as well. Before you leave, pick up an 
activity to make at home! Look for a virtual story time on August 
10, when the building will be closed for cleaning.

Wednesday, August 10, 1:00 PM: Paper Fish Craft. With the 
library closed for cleaning, this program will be livestreamed 
on our facebook page! Tune in for a simple fish papercraft, or 
check out the video afterwards, and follow along! No registration 
required. 

Wednesday, August 24, 1:00 PM: Marble Snails. Make a cute 
little snail out of clay and a marble! Materials provided. Ages 8+ 
Please email libraryfairfax@gmail.com or call 802-849-2420 to 
register!

Adult events
Summer Reading Challenge for Adults! Kids shouldn’t be the 

only ones who get to have fun with the summer reading program! 
This year, we are doing a summer reading challenge for adults as 
well. Pick up your summer reading bingo card from the library, 
and complete the challenges to get a bingo and a prize!

Thursday, August 4, 5:00 PM: Library Book Club. This month, 
the book club will discuss the book Year of Yes by Shonda 
Rhimes. Book club will meet in the library. A Zoom link will 
be available for anyone who wants to attend remotely. If you 
would like to borrow a copy of the book, or request the Zoom 
link, please contact the library at fairfaxlibrarian@gmail.com or 
802-849-2420. All are welcome!

Hours: Mondays, Wednesdays, and Fridays 10:00 AM – 5:30 
PM; Tuesdays and Thursdays 9:00 AM – 7:00 PM; and Saturdays 
9:00 AM – 1:00 PM.

For up-to-date info about programs, visit our website www.
fairfaxvtlibrary.org, where you can also find a link to the 
interactive Google calendar. 75 Hunt Street, Fairfax; 802-849-
2420.

RICHMOND LIBRARY
Library hours: Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, and Friday, 10:00 

AM – 5:00 PM; Wednesday, 10:00 AM – 8:00 PM; and Saturday, 
10:00 AM – 2:00 PM. Our webpage, Facebook, and email reflect 
this information.

STEAM (Science, Technology, Engineering, Arts, and 
Mathematics) Kits: We have ten different kits ready for families 
to take home to provide young learners with introductory 
knowledge and skill building in important subject areas. Kits 
contain books, toys, games, tools, and instructions. Subjects 
include: The Universe, Robots and Coding, Money and Math, 
Food and Nutrition, Yoga, Music and Meditation, Backyard Bird 
Watching, Electricity, Structural Engineering, and Water Quality. 
Each kit lists an appropriate age/grade range though most are 
appropriate for PreK-3. Visit the picture book room to see what’s 
available. STEAM Kits were made possible with funding from 
the American Rescue Plan Act. 

Launchpads are preloaded tablets that are curated with 
collections of learning apps and videos for young children and 
are ready to play right off the shelf. The simple, easy-to-use 
interface is 100% secure, and requires no download time or Wi-
Fi. They offer a fun, interactive way for young children to build 
literacy, math, and life skills and can be used anytime, anywhere. 
Find them in the picture book room. Launchpads were purchased 
with funding from the American Rescue Plan Act. 

Melt away Mondays, 7:00 – 8:00 PM, Outdoor Summer Yoga 
Series: on the Library lawn, a gentle, flowing yoga class that 
incorporates breathwork and meditation. Open to all. Classes 
guided by Carrie Mailloux, RYT 200. By donation; proceeds to 
the Richmond Food Shelf.

Weekly children’s programs are taking a break for the summer 
months. Baby Laptime, Storytime, and Playgroup resume in 
September.

The Summer Reading Program theme is Oceans of Possibility 
featuring the artwork of Sophie Blackall. Register at the library.

Secret Message Scavenger Hunt: Pick up your secret message 
decoding sheet any time you’re in the library and hunt for the 
letters on the walls and amongst the books. Once you know the 
secret message, deliver it to the youth desk on the second floor 
and receive a prize.

StoryWalk® outdoor reading experiences reveal a story, page 
by page, as the reader follows the StoryWalk route. There will be 
a new StoryWalk set up around the library grounds each month 
this summer.

Contact us at 802-434-3036 (leave a message after hours) or 
rfl@gmavt.net.

Richmond Free Library, 201 Bridge St., P.O. Box 997, 
Richmond, VT 05477; 802-434-3036; fax 802-434-3223; www.
richmondfreelibraryvt.org.

BROWNELL LIBRARY, ESSEX JUNCTION
Contact us at frontdesk@brownelllibrary.org or 802-878-

6955.
Brownell Library, 6 Lincoln St., Essex Junction. Contact Main 

Desk 802-878-6955, Youth Desk 802-878-6956, Reference Desk 
802-878-6957, or frontdesk@brownelllibrary.org.

ESSEX FREE LIBRARY
Open Monday-Friday 10:00 AM – 6:00 PM and Saturday 9:00 

AM – 2:00 PM. Please check our website http://essexfreelibrary.
org/ for special events, programs, and any holiday hours. Register 
or renew for an Essex Free Library Homecard in person or on our 
website https://essexfreelibrary.org/RegisterForACard.

Curbside pickup is available during our regular business hours.
We have books and more, with free WiFi services and public 

access computers, printing, copying, scanning, and faxing 
assistance as well. We are always happy to help guide you with 
reference questions, book recommendations, and with technology 
assistance on personal devices, social media, Zoom, etc. You can 
make an appointment or come on by!

Check out the dynamic collection of books, audiobooks, 
DVDs, CDs, magazines, large prints, book club sets, board 
games, puzzles, plus more.

With your Essex Free Library Homecard you also have access 
to museum passes, Interlibrary Loans, and the Library of Things 
with binoculars, pickleball sets, ukuleles, Playaways (pre-
loaded audiobooks), kids’ Launchpad tablets, DVD projector, 
Chromebooks, snowshoes, and more.

For digital resources, check out Overdrive/Libby, Consumer 
Reports, Mango Language, Universal Class, Learning Express, 
and the research databases with Vermont Online Library.

Summer is here and the Summer Reading Program for adults 
and children has begun. Please check our website for any special 
events. Our regular events are free unless noted. Some require 
pre-registration. 

Monthly — First Thursdays, August 4, September 1: Noontime 
Book Discussion

Mondays through August 8: Weekly Storytime
Tuesdays through August 2: Weekly Exploration Station
Thursdays: weekly special events; check event calendar
Fridays: Take and Make Crafts (while supplies last)
Essex Free Library, 1 Browns River Rd., Essex. 802-879-

0313; essexfreelibrary.com

Artisan Openings for Harvest Market — Harvest Market 
2022 at the United Church of Underhill is Saturday-Sunday, 
September 24-25. There are openings for artisans who make 
their own creations (no food please). You get a space measured 
8’ long x 6’ deep; bring your own table. Spaces are located inside 
the church, first floor and basement. Leave tables set up for day 
two. The building is locked overnight and security is included. 
Cost: $55 for both days; funds go into United Church missions 
to help others. For more information and secure a space, contact 
artisansmarket@underhillharvestmarket.com.

The Emile A Gruppe Gallery, 22 Barber Farm Rd., Jericho. 
Gallery hours: Thursday-Sunday, 10:00 AM – 3:00 PM or by 
appointment, 802-899-3211.

Essex Art League at the Old Red Mill in Jericho: Ever 
wonder what your friends and neighbors are up to in the Essex 
Art League? This summer in August you can see a stunning 
display of original, local art by members of the Essex Art 
League. Various two-dimensional mediums will be represented 
in pieces of all sizes. Not only will you see and enjoy local art, 
it is available for purchase at reasonable prices. Art, both small 
and large makes wonderful gifts. A portion of the proceeds from 
the sales helps support the Jericho Historical Society. Enjoy the 
show!

The Westford Music Series of concerts all take place on the 
Common on Sundays at 7:00 PM. Free will donation. For more 
information: 802-363-0930. The line-up for Westford’s summer 
concerts is:

• August 7: Rockin’ Round Table
• August 14: McCaffrey, Coane, and Rowell
• August 21: Emma Cook
Mills Riverside Park Summer Concert Series: Come 

celebrate the best of summer at the Mills Riverside Park Summer 
Concert Series! All performances are on Wednesday evenings, 
6:00 – 8:00 PM. Bring a picnic and relax to excellent music 
in a beautiful, natural setting! Please email the Park District at 
jupdistrict@gmail.com with any questions. Weather cancellations 
will be posted on our Mills Riverside Park Facebook page, 
website, and on the sidewalk sign at the park entrance.

August 3: The Robin Gottfried Band offers memorable song 
craftsmanship and recognizable vocals all brought together by 
soulful and interpretive playing, making the music from the Robin 
Gottfried Band worth hearing again and again. The paradox 
of chops cultivated in NYC but nurtured within the beauty of 
Vermont offers listeners a full and enlivened experience of sound 
and emotion. There is a strong individual identity derived from 
11 released albums, yet hints of early Steely Dan, Little Feat, Joni 
Mitchell, Sting, Bruce Hornsby, or The Beatles, to name a few, 
can’t be denied. Veteran musicians, bassist Brad Sourdiffe, and 
drummer Ian Koeller, invoke a vitality that resonates as sincere 
and infectious. It’s clear Robin Gottfried and his band enjoy the 
music they make and the fellowship of the creative process!

Art in the Park: A small group of Underhill and Jericho 
residents has been incubating the idea of art in the parks, 
specifically Mills Riverside Park and the Jericho Center Green. 
The idea is to create some sculptures reflective of the history 
of out towns and that will also enhance the park experience. 
The group would welcome participation from the community 
in joining the group or by donations. An application has been 
submitted to the Vermont Arts Council and is in the final 
stages of acceptance. There will be a need for more resources 
and input from the community. Please contact Kirk Peterson, 
kirkmakespizza@gmail.com or 802-338-6520, for details of the 
next meeting.

Summer Paint-and-Sip series, by Heather Rodriguez, 
Westford Recreation Coordinator: Westford Rec presents a 
Summer Paint-and-Sip series on Fridays, 6:00 – 8:00 PM at 

the Red Brick Meeting House on Westford Common. Register 
to guarantee a seat, or drop in; $20 per session. August 12 and 
19, adults: a pig with black-eyed Susans; August 26, adults: 
a garden gnome. Adults BYOB; kids’ juice boxes provided! 
Drop off for ages 6+. Please register at https://docs.google.
com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeJog47fBVaT4aqYdvs_aiNoksKuk_
nq9Qc2jBz5vO6AcKFYA/viewform.

Artists in Schools program to open August 15: Artists 
in Schools Grants support quality, multiday arts experiences 
in schools with Vermont teaching artists in residence and 
encourage collaborations between schools, youth, artists, and 
arts organizations. Applications for the 2022-2023 school year 
open Monday, August 15. Guidelines and other resources are 
already available on the website. For more information: https://
www.vermontartscouncil.org/grants/schools/artists-in-schools.

Trucks, Taps & Tunes at the Essex Experience: Come 
on down to The Essex Experience (21 Essex Way, Essex) 
Wednesdays, 5:00 – 8:00 PM, this summer (through August 24) 
for Trucks, Taps, & Tunes, our weekly series of free outdoor live 
music, food trucks, and beer on The Green! Each week we’ll 
have a different band or performer with rotating food trucks in 
attendance! The weekly music lineup is as follows: August 3: 
Brickdrop; August 10: Hard Scrabble; August 17: Al’s Pals; 
August 24: Sneezy. For more information, go online to http://
EssexExperience.com.

Tuesday Night Live in Johnson, every Tuesday through 
August 30. Tuesday Night Live is free thanks to the support 
of local businesses. Just bring a blanket or chair! A variety of 
vendors will be on site each week, 6:00 – 8:30 PM, for Tuesday 
Night Live Outdoor Stage, Legion Field, School St., Johnson. 
August 9: Sister Speak featuring Canadian-born Sherri Anne, 
whose alternative /blues /world music vocals and lyrics are 
backed by band-mates Sarven Manguat, Stephen Haaker, and 
Jacob Miranda Jr. August 16: the Seth Yacavone Trio (Seth, Steve 
Hadeka, and Alexander Budney) bring original bluesy hard roc 
and improv power. The Historical Society bakers promise a great 
selection of homemade pies, plus McKenzie hot dogs. Family 
friendly. Parking is along School Street, in the Elementary School 
Parking lot, and at the McClelland Building lot on College Hill. 
Summer showers may dampen the enthusiasm for a few minutes; 
but it is lightning and thunder that cancels the event. The multi-
week music schedule is available on the Tuesday Night Live 
Facebook page; for information, 802-730-2943.

Spruce Peak’s Summer Concert Series on the Spruce Peak 
Village Green, Stowe has a great lineup of concerts this summer. 
On concert days — Thursdays — the Green opens at 5:00 PM; 
music begins at 6:00 PM, with the main show starting at 7:00 
PM. Lawn seating (no lawn chairs allowed): $40 per person, 
kids 5 and under for $5. Table seating (maximum 10 persons 
per table): $50 per person, kids 5 and under $10. All tickets are 
general admission; part of ticket sales goes to Spruce Peak Cares 
partner charities (VT Foodbank, Meals On Wheels, Clarina 
Howard Nichols Center, United Way of Lamoille County, The 
Current, and the North Country Animal League). For more 
information and for tickets, go online to https://www.sprucepeak.
com/concerts. August 4: Ruston Kelly with special guest Kat 
Wright; August 18: Jamestown Revival with special guest 
Stephen Kellogg; September 1: The Lone Bellow with special 
guest Pete Kilpatrick.

Visions of Vermont Fine Art Galleries (current hours: 
Wednesday-Sunday, 11:00 AM – 5:00 PM). Now showing 
through Sunday, November 6 at the Carriage Barn: Work by Eric 
Tobin and other local and regional plein air painters. 

Essex Art League is turning 50! The Essex Art League 
is having its 50th Anniversary this year. We are reaching out 

New at the Snowflake Bentley exhibit, by Louise Miglionico, 
Jericho Historical Society: Newly exhibited at the Snowflake 
Bentley Exhibit at the Old Red Mill in Jericho is Snowflake 
Bentley’s second camera, which was gifted to the Jericho 
Historical Society by Sue (Mayers) Richardson, great-grand-
niece of Bentley and Vice President of the Jericho Historical 
Society. Using this camera, Bentley created a number of beautiful 
montages by printing photos of his snowflakes (snow crystals) 
in various sizes, then arranging them on a black painted board 
into unique designs. It took a great deal of patience and a very 
steady hand. Once he had the design as he wanted, the photos 
were glued in place so that the board could be placed vertically 
in order to photograph it utilizing this camera. He also used it to 
take many photographs of clouds, snow rollers, family members, 
and day-to-day activities on the farm. Also new to the Snowflake 
Bentley Exhibit is a standee replica of Bentley with his enigmatic 
smile. Visitors to the exhibit can take a selfie with Bentley and 
post it on social media. Bentley, a farmer who lived his entire 
life in Jericho, became renowned worldwide for being the first 
person to photograph a snow crystal. He made many discoveries 
in the field of meteorology. Included in the exhibit are his camera 
and microscope device, which after much trial and error he used 
to photograph snow crystals. Visitors can also view his original 
glass negatives and actual photographs, as well as information 
about the man himself. Admission is free. Call 802-899-3225 for 
hours. Art continued on page 10
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MISCELLANEOUS NEWS

Cambridge Scouts thank 
community for support

Cambridge Scouts would like to thank everyone who visited 
our food concession at this year’s Fourth of July Main Street 
Celebration. It was great to reconnect and see everyone out 
enjoying the parade and activities afterward. The proceeds will 
help the Scouts with summer camp, trip, travel, and camping 
expenses.

The Cambridge Scouts would like to send a special thank you 
to the businesses and community organizations whose generous 
donations of goods, services, and time enabled us to have such 
a wonderful time “serving” our community this Fourth of July: 
Corse Fuels; Freihofer Bakery – Steven Bushey distribution; 
Hanley’s General Store; Johnson Farm & Garden, Hardware & 
Rental; McKenzie Meats; Jeffersonville Second Congregational 
Church; Three Mountain Roofing; and Cambridge Area Rotary.

Tunics for tuna! Jeans for beans!
The Richmond Food Shelf and Thrift Store is in need of gently 

used clothing. The sale of these clothes will help us purchase 
food. Please donate clothing you would like to buy! No mothballs 
or clothes smelling of cigarettes... all seasons accepted.

You can drop clothing off on Tuesdays, 10:00 AM – 1:00 PM; 
Thursdays 4:00 – 6:00 PM; and Saturdays 10:00 AM – 1:00 PM.

This necessary community resource is for anyone to use. 
Our Food Shelf provides nutritious produce from our own RFS 
Community Gardens, along with bread, milk, cheese, eggs, meat, 
and non-perishables.

Thank you in advance for your clothing donations!
Richmond Food Shelf and Thrift Store, Inc., P.O. Box 174, 58 

Bridge St., Richmond, VT 05477; contact information: 802-578-
4283 or http://richmondfoodshelfvt.org.

Handicap parking in Jeffersonville 
at Three Mountain Roofing

We at Three Mountain Roofing are hoping that everyone is 
enjoying the Jeff Farmers’ Market this summer! It’s a great place 
to grab a bite to eat and support local vendors. We love having 
them as neighbors and are happy to support them in any way that 
we can.

To that end we will have our parking lot available to those that 
need a little more accommodation — so if you have a handicap 
placard, we invite you to use our parking to make access to the 
market a little easier. If not, please park across the street and 
leave the space for those that could benefit from the shorter walk.

Thank you from the TMR team!

LVRT construction update
By Laird MacDowell, Chair, Cambridge Trails Committee

The remaining unfinished sections of the Lamoille Valley Rail 
Trail (LVRT) are currently under construction, with a completion 
date of November 2022. Once completed, the rail trail will 
extend across northern Vermont from St. Johnsbury to Swanton, 
a total of 93 miles.

Currently there are three completed, separate trail sections 
open for public use:

• St. Johnsbury to West Danville (Joe’s Pond), 17 miles long;
• Morrisville to Cambridge (VT Rt. 109), 17.5 miles long;
• Sheldon to Swanton, 12.6 miles long.
There are three separate sections under construction assigned 

to different contractors:
• West Danville to Hardwick Village, GW Tatro contractor, 18 

miles long;
• Hardwick Village to Morrisville (Tenney bridge), SD Ireland 

contractor, 12.5 miles long;
• Cambridge (Rt. 109) to Sheldon, Dirt Tech Co. contactor, 

18.4 miles long.
Dan Decker of Dirt Tech Co. provides updates on the 

Cambridge-to-Sheldon trail construction and here is the project 
status as of July 29:

• four of nine bridges have been replaced;
• trail clearing is closing in on the Cambridge section, expected 

to be completed the week of August 1;
• more side ditching is needed in Fairfield and additional 

culverts need replacing.
The project is on schedule for completion in November.
Here is a link to an article about the LVRT published in the 

summer edition of the National Rails To Trails magazine: https://
online.flippingbook.com/view/54261650/24/.

Lamoille Fibernet is getting fiber
By Val Davis, Executive Director, Lamoille FiberNet CUD

We are anxiously awaiting the arrival of our first order of fiber 
to bring high-speed broadband to our communities! In late 2021, 
seeing that national demand was increasing the cost of fiber, the 
Vermont Communications Union District (CUD) Association 
(VCUDA) put together a “buying consortium” to help CUDs 
order a substantial number of miles of fiber at a significant 
savings. Fiber deliveries began to arrive in June, and Lamoille 
Fibernet is scheduled to receive our first order in August! We are 
grateful to Vermont Electric Coop — they will be warehousing 
the fiber for us until it is needed. Many reels of fiber will be 
coming in over the next few years, as we have over 800 miles 
of designed fiber routes. Reels can hold up to a mile of fiber, 
depending on the size of the fiber (number of strands), and some 
reels only hold half a mile.
As we finish negotiations with our selected vendors and manage 
deliveries of materials, we will continue to keep our communities 
up to date. You might even get to see some photos! If you’d like 
to be added to our mailing list, please email info@lamoillefiber.
net.
The mission of Lamoille FiberNet Communications Union 
District is to make locally controlled, affordable and reliable 
high-speed Internet service available to every address in our 
member towns — Belvidere, Cambridge, Eden, Elmore, Hyde 
Park, Johnson, Morristown, Stowe, Waterville, and Wolcott 
— as soon as possible. For more information: http://www.
LamoilleFiber.net, or contact director@lamoillefiber.net.

Survey on Efficiency VT programs
Every three years Efficiency Vermont creates a plan for rebates 

and services Vermont needs to help save money on energy and 
to lower greenhouse gas emissions in our state. This document is 
called the Demand Resources Plan (DRP), and it is overseen by 
the Public Utility Commission (PUC).

To develop this plan, we want to hear from you! Please go 
online to http://www.efficiencyvermont.com/feedback.

Efficiency Vermont is primarily funded by an Electric Efficiency 
Charge, and it supports programs that reduce Vermont’s overall 
electric costs for all ratepayers through programs and services, 
such as:

• rebates and incentives on energy efficient products, 
technologies, or projects;

• education, advice, and technical support;
• training for contractors, retailers, and other trade 

organizations;
• working with supply chain partners (such as global 

manufacturers or national retailers) to ensure energy efficient 
products are sold in our state.

Please let us know how we can help you by taking this brief 
survey, and be entered into a raffle to win one of three $100 Visa 
gift cards!

http://www.efficiencyvermont.com/feedback
Prefer to complete the survey in a different language? The call 

center offers translation services: 888-921-5990.

Richmond Rescue 
second quarter statistics

By Michael Chiarella
Richmond Rescue Director of Operations

In the second quarter of 2022 we went on 305 calls and 
transported 175 patients, for a transport rate of 53%. We typically 
see a transport rate of 57% for the second quarter.

We had 34 volunteers actively participating in our operations. 
They contributed a total of 5957 hours on duty. Most of those 
hours are spent at the station so that we can provide a quick 
response. On average we left the station in 1 minute 40 seconds, 
and arrived on scene in 14 minutes. We spent about 19 minutes 
on scene and then another 27 minutes transporting our patient to 
the hospital. Prompt activation of 911 is vital when someone has 
a serious medical problem. By calling for an ambulance we can 
begin to provide care that would normally have to wait until you 
arrive at the hospital.

We went on 20 calls in Bolton (none at Bolton Valley), 83 in 
Hinesburg, 27 in Huntington, 7 in Jericho, 81 in Richmond, 4 in 
Starksboro, 12 in St. George, and 11 on I-89. We also traveled 
out of our area to Essex, Underhill, and Williston to assist other 
agencies. The busiest day of the week was Sunday (47) and the 
quietest day was Wednesday (37). Daytime (6:00 AM – 6:00 PM) 
accounted for 205 calls, while nights had 100 calls.

In the second quarter we were able to respond to 7 calls 
with our second truck while the primary truck was on another 
call. This means that instead of waiting for an ambulance from 
Williston or UVM, we were able to respond with no delay. Many 
other times we had a crew standing by for a second call. This is a 
testament to the depth and dedication of our volunteers.

Of our 175 transports, we only transported 21 patients with 
our lights and sirens activated (12%). We reserve the use of 
lights and sirens for the most critical patients. The difference in 
transport time with lights and sirens is only about three minutes 
faster. Please pull your car to the right and stop at a safe place if 
you see us approaching with our lights on.

So far we’ve made 990 E911 address signs. We’re closing in 
on our initial goal of 1000. You can order a sign at https://www.
richmondrescue.org/e911-signs.

I hope you found this snapshot of the second quarter 
interesting. If there are any additional numbers you are interested 
in, feel free to contact me. As always, your support is incredibly 
important to help keep our contributions from the towns we serve 
low. You can make a donation at https://www.richmondrescue.
org/donation.

Ongoing construction, Essex/
Colchester: VT Rts. 2A, 289

VT Rt. 2A: Lane closures allowing for one-lane alternating 
travel, with traffic control present.

VT-289: Two-way traffic will be maintained with lane shifts 
between 7:00 PM – 6:00 AM. Motorists need to slow down and 
use caution while traveling throughout the work area.

Paving of the leveling course on VT Rt. 2A is now (July 21) 
complete through Colchester; guardrail work has begun, to 
include installation of new end sections, replacement of damaged 
posts and beams, all on VT Rt. 2A.

Construction activities are likely to include milling on VT 
Rt. 289. Vehicles should expect to travel on grooved (scarified) 
payment; use caution! Guardrails will continue to be replaced 
throughout the project limits on VT Rt. 2A. Please follow the 
posted speed limits! Leveling course of pavement on VT Rt. 2A 
in Colchester is now complete; guardrail work continues on VT 
Rt. 2A. Resurfacing will continue.

Projected completion: October 14.
Please contact sbarrett@coibsinc.com, reference “VT Route 

2A – Essex” if you would like to receive weekly project updates 
via email.

U.S. Rt. 2 construction 
schedule in Richmond/Bolton

Motorists can expect traffic control to be present allowing 
for one-way alternating travel. Motorists can also expect to be 
traveling on unpaved roadway in the constructed area.

Construction activities will take place Monday-Friday during 
the daytime. All work will be east of the U.S. Rt. 2 bridge over 
I-89: continuing ledge removal working westerly; continuing 
installation of underdrain working westerly; continuing roadway 
excavation on the east end of the project in Bolton working 
westerly; and continuing guardrail work working westerly. 
Please use caution and follow the posted speed limits!

Please contact sbarrett@coibsinc.com, reference “US-2 
Richmond,” if you would like to received weekly project updates 
via email.

Volunteer Opportunities 
with United Way

LEND A HAND. VOLUNTEER — United Way’s Volunteer 
Connection site is set up to help connect agencies and volunteers. 
Agencies are working hard to navigate volunteering during this 
time, but opportunities are increasing. To learn more about these 
and other opportunities, go online to Volunteer Connection at 
https://unitedwaynwvt.galaxydigital.com/. 

TUTORS NEEDED — Mercy Connections needs volunteers 
to tutor adults in their Academic Tutoring Program in subjects 
ranging from basic math (for students enrolled at local colleges), 
English reading and writing, English language learning, and 
Citizenship Preparation. If you have tutoring or teaching 
experience, consider spending an hour or two a week one-on-
one with a student. Tutoring times are available on Monday 
afternoons, Tuesday and Thursday mornings, and Wednesday 
evenings. Contact Melissa Lang, 802-846-7084 or mlang@
mercyconnections.org.

FILL-IN COOKS NEEDED — Dismas House on Buell 
Street is looking for volunteer individuals, families, or groups to 
purchase and prepare dinner for up to 10 residents and one staff 
member once a month. Volunteers are invited to join the group 
for dinner and share some great conversation. Weeknights, 5:00 
– 7:00 PM. Cooks also have the option of dropping off dinner. 
Contact Katie Montagne, 802-658-0381, or Katie@dismasofvt.
org.

EXCEL GEEK SPECIAL! — Local Motion needs an Excel 
geek to work remotely doing complex data analysis using data 
exported from their database. An ability to create complex pivot 
tables and charts is needed. Work occurs June-July and January-
February each year following fundraising appeals. Contact 
Laurie Keve, laurie@localmotion.org.

SPRUCE IT UP — The Schoolhouse Learning Center needs 
volunteer help to spruce up its outdoor spaces including garden 
beds and playgrounds. Tasks may include weeding, spreading 
mulch, adding sand to sandboxes, etc. Flexible scheduling. 
Contact Maria McGrath, mcgrath@theschoolhouservt.org.

Tour the recycling 
facility in Williston

Vermonters love to recycle, and the Chittenden Solid Waste 
District (CSWD) is here for it.

CSWD’s Materials Recovery Facility (MRF) is working 
overtime to process the loads of recycling we receive daily — 
over 47,000 tons a year! Venture into Vermont’s only publicly 
owned recycling facility to learn how your recycling is processed 
— take a tour with one of our recycling experts!

CSWD is conducting public tours of the Materials Recovery 
Facility in Williston on Wednesdays, August 10 and 24.

For more information, a full schedule of dates/times, and/
or to register, please visit our website at https://cswd.net/tours-
webinars/.

Can’t make it to a live tour? Watch a virtual tour! https://youtu.
be/NYux4-KIY1o

Summer plans — fostering?
From Department for Children and Families, Vermont
Every summer, about this time, you think back on summers 

when you were a kid. There were family barbeques, days at the 
beach, camping weekends, and opportunities to explore your 
world in ways that still seem magical to you. Heck! You still 
have that willow branch basket you made at arts and crafts camp 
sitting on your desk as a catch-all for paperclips, pencils, and 
breath mints!

So, imagine if you had few memories of carefree summers? 
If your family seemed to always be struggling? If a “good time” 
was marked by no fighting and no substance abuse. If “summer 
fun” was a safe place to sleep at night?

EVERY child and teen who enters foster care has already 
experienced some sort of loss, which often leads to a trauma 
response. What does it look like? Children express themselves 
with anger, fear, reverting to less than age-appropriate behaviors, 
running away, and more. As many children and teens as there are 
in foster care, is equal to as many kinds of different responses 
you might expect to see in them when triggered, scared, or 
perceiving a threat.

Foster care requires a kind of thoughtfulness and compassion 
that considers the stories and experiences of the child or teen 
who becomes part of your home and life. And it understandably, 
may take a little time before you feel ready to be a caregiver at 
that level.

But there is training, mentoring, and a robust support system 
in place that will help you as you learn about fostering. If it’s in 
your heart and mind to become a foster or respite care provider, 
there are children and teens who need you. And we would love to 
talk with you to help you determine if foster care is right for you, 
now or in the future.

THERE ARE OVER 1000 CHILDREN AND YOUTH IN 
FOSTER CARE IN VERMONT. Find out how you can become a 
foster care provider. To learn more, go to http://fostercare.vt.gov.

DCF IS ALSO LOOKING FOR PERMANENCY FOR 
MORE THAN 100 CHILDREN AND YOUTH THROUGH 
ADOPTION. You can find out more by visiting the Heart Gallery 
at https://dcf.vermont.gov/adopt/waiting.

If you want to be contacted, complete the form at http://dcf.
vermont.gov/foster-care-inquiry.

You can also call your local Family Services District Office 
and ask to speak to the Resource Coordinator: http://dcf.vermont.
gov/fsd/contact-us/districts.

We have room for your ad.
Call Brenda Boutin

at 802-453-6354 
for more information 

or email
mtngazette@gmavt.net
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LEGISLATIVE REPORTS

Art / Music / Theater continued on page 11

PPuubblliicc  NNoottiiccee 
Notice is hereby given that Mt Mansfield Unified Union School District 
(MMUUSD), including the towns of Bolton, Huntington, Jericho, Richmond, and 
Underhill intends to destroy the special education records of all students who exited 
from any Special Education program during the 2016-2017 school year. 

Any student, or former student, who has reached 18 years of age, may review and/or 
receive these records upon request. Also, any parent of a student who is 18 years of 
age or older, who has retained parental rights, may obtain these  records. 

In accordance with federal and state laws, special education records are maintained 
for five years after the student exits the special education program.  A permanent 
record of the student’s name, address, phone numbers, grades, attendance record and 
year completed is maintained without time limitation. 

Please contact the MMUUSD Special Services Administrative Office at 802-434-
2128 by October 31, 2022.  If no student, parent or guardian responds to this public 
notice prior to or by October 31, 2022, the school  district will assume consent to 
destroy the  entire record specific to the student.   Destruction of these records will 
begin on November 1, 2022. 

MMUUSD 
CHILD FIND NOTICE 2022 - 2023 

Any individuals from birth through age 21 with disabilities currently residing within  
Bolton, Buel’s Gore, Huntington, Jericho, Richmond, or Underhill, and who are in need 
of special education and related services need to be identified, located and evaluated by 
Mt Mansfield Unified Union School District (MMUUSD).  This includes children: not 
enrolled in school, attending private or independent schools located within the afore men-
tioned towns, enrolled in home study programs,  suspected of having a disability despite 
advancing from grade to grade, who are highly mobile (such as migrant children), and 
who are homeless or wards of the state.  Any  person with information about any disabled 
person fitting these descriptions should contact: 

Special Services Director 
10 River Road 

Jericho, Vermont 
Phone: 802-434-2128 

 
In accordance with MMUUSD policies and with 34 CFR Part 99 (the Family Education 
Rights Privacy Act of 1974), this public notice informs all parents within their jurisdic-
tions about how information is maintained when it is collected during identification, loca-
tion and evaluation of all people with disabilities. 
 Personally identifiable information will be protected by each school. 
 Personally identifiable information about people eligible, referred or considered for 
        special education services is maintained. 
 Parents have the right to know what types of information have been designated as 
       directory information (i.e. contained in a student’s education record and is not gener- 
       ally considered harmful or an invasion of privacy if disclosed).  This information 
       includes the student’s name (unless otherwise requested), address, phone number,  
       date/place of birth, major field of study, participation in officially recognized activi- 
       ties/sports, weight/height, membership in athletic teams, dates of attendance,  
       degrees/awards received, and the previous school attended. 
 Parents have the right to know the types and locations of educational records kept by  
       the school and the titles and addresses of officials responsible for the records. 
 A list of the names and positions of employees within MMUUSD who have         
        access to personally identifiable information shall be available for public inspection. 
 If anyone other than an authorized MMUUSD employee looks at the educa 
        tional record of a child, that person shall so indicate by signing his/her name, date  
        and purpose for reviewing the record on a form to become part of the education      
        record. 
 Parental permission will be obtained prior to disclosing confidential information to 
       anyone who is not an authorized employee of  MMUUSD. 
 Information relevant to a child’s specific disability (such as: medical information, 
       intelligence test results, social/developmental history, comprehensive evaluation 
       report and the individualized education program) will be part of the education 
       record. 
 Personally identifiable information will be gathered from screenings, qualified 
       diagnostic centers and other sources, as deemed necessary, to complete a compre- 
       hensive evaluation. Parents, or an eligible student, will be able to access personally 
       identifiable information and inspect and review their education record(s) no later     
       than 45 days after the request is made. 
 Parents have the right to a response to reasonable requests for explanations and 
       interpretations of the educational records. 
 Parents may obtain a copy of the educational record without a fee for copying, if a  
       fee will be a financial burden and/or will prevent them from obtaining the records. 
 Parents have the right to request the education record be amended.  The school dis- 
       trict will decide whether to amend the record within a reasonable time of the request.   
       If the district refuses to amend the record, it shall inform the parent and advise the  
       parent of the right to a hearing.  If, as a result of the hearing, it is found the educa- 
       tional record must be amended, the school district will amend the record and inform   
       the parent in writing.  If, as a result of the hearing, it is found the disputed informa- 
       tion is not inaccurate, misleading, or otherwise in violation of the privacy right of  
       the child, the school will inform the  parent of his/her right to place in the educa- 
       tional record a written statement commenting on the information or stating any 
       reasons for disagreeing with the results of the hearing.  This written statement will  
       become part of the educational record and will always be included whenever the  
       contents of the education record is properly viewed or requested. 
 Parents have the right to a hearing to challenge the educational records of their child. 
 Parents will be notified prior to the school district’s destruction of personally            
       identifiable information about their child. 
 The parent has the authority to inspect and review records relating to his/her child  
       unless MMUUSD has been advised that the parent does not have the         
       authority under applicable state law governing matters such as guardianship, separa- 
       tion and divorce. 
 Parents have the right to file a complaint with the Secretary of the U.S. Department  
       of  Education concerning alleged failures by the MMUUSD to comply with this     
       policy. 
 
NOTE:  If there are parents within the below mentioned schools who need this infor-
mation interpreted, please notify your local school. 
 
 Brewster-Pierce Memorial School Smilie Memorial School 
  434-2074    434-2757 
 Richmond Elementary    Jericho Elementary 
  434-2461    899-2272 
 Underhill Center School   Underhill ID Pre-K 
  899-4676    434-2962 
         Browns River Middle School           Camels Hump Middle School 
  899-3711    434-2188 

Mt Mansfield Union High School 
899-4690 

Mt Mansfield Unified Union 
School District  

(MMUUSD) Early 
Childhood Programs 

Are you the parent of a three, four or 
five year old child?   Do you have 

concerns about your child’s           
development in the areas of… 

Understanding & use of language? 
Clarity of speech? 

Balance, strength & coordination? 
Using small muscles to eat, dress, & 

play with toys? 
Play skills & social interactions? 

Ability to cope & regulate emotions? 
 

The MMUUSD Early Childhood staff 
are available to address any  concerns 
you may have regarding your child’s 

development. 

An individual appointment for you  
and your child can be scheduled by 

contacting: 

Richmond Families 
Richmond Elementary School 

434-2461 
Bolton Families 

Smilie Memorial School 
434-2757 

Huntington Families 
Brewster Pierce Memorial School 

434-2074 
Jericho & Underhill Families 

Underhill ID Elementary School 
434-2962 

to former members to please send us an email 
(annettebauerle@gmail.com) — include your 
memories, stories, or anecdotes from when you were 
a member. If you are interested in displaying your 
art at the Champlain Valley Fair, we are the featured 
artists! Let us know if you’d like to come to our 
Thursday, September 1 Reunion/Celebration at the 
Congregational Church in Essex Junction, 9:00 – 
11:00 AM. And, if you know of a former member, 
please pass this message on.

Milton Artists Guild has a variety of upcoming 
workshops!  Cartoons, caricatures, and book 
illustrations: Sunday, August 14, 8:00 AM – 12:00 
PM; Introduction to Acrylic Painting: Sunday, 
September 18 and 25, 8:00 AM – 12:00 PM. To 
sign up for a workshop, go online to https://www.
miltonartistsguildstore.com/workshops.

Burlington City Arts: BCA’s exhibitions are 
open Wednesdays-Fridays and Sundays 12:00 – 5:00 
PM, and Saturdays 12:00 – 8:00 PM. On exhibit 
from through Saturday, October 8, More Than an 
Object: The Contemporary Still Life on the first 
floor, and Sky Hopinka: Fainting Spells on the 
second floor. Presenting the creative possibilities, 
vitality, and inventiveness of the still life tradition, 
More Than an Object features work from nine New 
England and international artists including Susan 
Abbott, Christina Erives, Oona Gardner, Ori Gersht, 
Libby Paloma, Mike Pelletier, William Ransom, 
Zachary P. Stephens, and Christopher T. Terry. In our 
second-floor gallery, multimedia artist Sky Hopinka 
layers memory, language, myth, and longing in two 
experimental films — When you’re lost in the rain 
and Fainting Spells — exploring themes of culture 
and homeland as he reflects on the complexity 
of Indigenous identity. Summer gallery hours: 
Wednesday-Friday and Sunday, 12:00 – 5:00 PM; 
Saturday, 12:00 – 8:00 PM.

BCA’s 15th Festival of Fools will be held 
Friday-Sunday, August 5-7, Church St. and beyond, 
Burlington. Per Webster, a fool is “a person lacking 
judgment or prudence. Over 100 free performances 
by acrobats, jugglers, and musicians, including 
acrobatic archer Sara Twister; El Gleno Grande 
riding his ambiguously real horse (it’s pretend), the 
FLiP family of cirque acrobats from Québec; Snap 
Boogie from Boston. Musicians include: Monsieur 
Periné; Vieux Farka Touré, the “Jimi Hendrix of the 
Sahara;” Saint Mela; and country groups Wild Leek 
River, Beg Steal or Borrow, and Willy Watson of Old 
Crow Medicine Show. All events are free. For the full 
lineup and more information, go online to https://
vermontfestivaloffools.com.

Art continued from page 8 

VT Senate update: 
guns, water, Medicare

By Kesha Ram Hinsdale
State Senator, Chittenden District

I know many of us are reeling from the murder of Kayla 
Noonan in Burlington this week. It was heartbreaking to hear 
from a former UVM professor of hers asking legislators to do 
something about access to guns, and the availability of AR-15s. 
We can’t bring back Kayla, but we can and must work to prevent 
more gun deaths.

This is obviously a subject 
that inspires strong feelings 
and emotions. I have worked 
on these issues for years in the 
Legislature, largely based on my 
past experience helping survivors 
of abuse get protection orders as 
the Legal Director for Steps to 
End Domestic Violence. I also 
live in a gun-owning household, 
my husband hunts, and I enjoy 
sport shooting.

We need to recognize that most 
gun deaths in Vermont are due to 
domestic violence and suicide, 
including in this most recent 
case. AR-15s and high magazine 
clips can increase the number of 
victims and fatalities in a mass 
shooting quickly, and we should 
potentially limit the sale of assault 
weapons and prohibit open carry 
of loaded rifles and shotguns in 
public with limited exceptions.

Vermont has Relief from 
Abuse Orders and Extreme Risk 
Protection Orders, but they can 
go underutilized because of a 

lack of funding, awareness, and enforcement. There is now more 
federal funding to implement these kinds of “red flag laws” and 
Vermont should seek to access it. I will also be seeking to close 
the loophole for protection orders that allows someone found to 
be dangerous to give their firearms to a family member instead 
of surrendering them to law enforcement or a storage facility. 
This often results in abusers getting access to their firearms when 
prohibited.

On a different topic, many of you have also reached out in 
relation to the heat, beach closures, and algal blooms in Lake 
Champlain. This is an environmental justice issue when some 
are more vulnerable to heat and cannot access air conditioning 
or recreational swimming opportunities. We must aggressively 
reduce phosphorus levels in the lake and connected waterways. 
Most of the phosphorus load comes from storm water in paved 
areas, agricultural runoff, and combined sewer overflow systems.

We must continue to push for these sources of pollution to 
be addressed, and we can also do our part to reduce our own 
phosphorus load, paved surface runoff, and even our greenhouse 
gas emissions. Increased heat waves caused by climate change 
activate the phosphorus in water and exacerbate the algal blooms.

Finally, the Vermont Department of Financial Regulation 
is reviewing Vermonters’ experiences with Medicare, and 
specifically Medicare Supplemental insurance (“Medigap”) 
and Medicare Advantage (“Part C”) insurance. Please take this 
quick survey about your Medicare experience here: https://
docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfeyo80hY_0C7lKDS7p8d
XTOa9frYH-OSd0M01m5KX2AgsXpg/viewform. You can also 
contact the Office of the Health Care Advocate at 800-917-7787 
if you need help filling out the survey or want to share additional 
feedback.

Thank you for your engagement and, as always, please feel 
free to reach out, kramhinsdale@leg.state.vt.us.
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Summer camp, summer fun 
information

MMU Lacrosse Camp for kids rising grades 2-8, August 
15-19: Rising 2nd graders through rising 8th graders are invited 
to join the Mount Mansfield Union High School (MMU) Boys’ 
Lacrosse coaching staff and players this summer for a week of 
skill development and fun in the sun!

MMU head coach Brian Hamm and the high school lacrosse 
program members will be running a summer camp at Browns 
River Middle School (location might need to be adjusted 
if a conflict arises), 9:00 AM – 12:00 PM, Monday, August 
15-Friday, August 19. The cost of the week is $75 per camper and 
all the money brought in will help fund the MMU Boys’ Lacrosse 
program.

To register, please fill out the form at https://forms.
gle/2NUdt8Gn9N5NZosw5.

Campers will need: helmet; stick; gloves; shoulder pads (must 
meet NOCSAE ND200 certification); arm guards; protective 
cup; water bottle; cleats recommended.

Questions? Contact hammfam728@gmail.com. We look 
forward to seeing you this summer!

MMU Youth Field Hockey Camp: Interested in learning 
the game of Field Hockey or polishing the skills you already 
have? Come join us for MMU Youth Field Hockey (MMUFH) 
Youth Camp, Monday-Friday, August 22-26! The camp is open 
to all 2022/2023 school year K-8 Rockstars, and is coached by 
MMU Field Hockey’s coaching staff, alumni players, and current 
MMUFH athletes.

It’s all about fun, friends, and the fabulous game of field 
hockey! For information and our registration form, go online to 
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1q6jDFBlVcCMhCpBLchn7BePc
Hk7Z3PcD/view

YMCA Summer Day Camp in Underhill: The YMCA’s 
Camp Koda offers one-week sessions for children who have 
completed kindergarten through age 12. Parents have three- or 
five-day options and, as a licensed program, eligible families can 
use state subsidy for this camp. Y financial assistance may also 
be available. Learn more and register at https://www.gbymca.org/
summer-camps/camp-koda.

Each week has a different theme, so campers who come 
for multiple weeks remain engaged and develop skills, gain 
confidence, and build positive relationships with peers and adults 
through creative, age-appropriate, and safe activities through 
recreational play and hands-on activities. Learn more and register 
at https://www.gbymca.org/summer-camps/camp-koda.

Westford Recreation summer program sign up is open! 
View the Westford Recreation Summer Guide and registration 
form online at https://westfordvt.us/recreation/. For information 
on the programs, contact Westford Recreation at recreation@
westfordvt.us. The summer programs are all at Westford School, 
unless otherwise noted.

Cambridge CC Buck Lake Camp: The Cambridge 
Conservation Commission (CCC) would like to help send your 
child to the VT Fish and Wildlife’s Green Mountain Conservation 
Camp at Buck Lake.

Camp runs in one-week sessions in August for boys and girls, 
ages 12-14. Please send an email to Conservation Commission 
Member Tim Larned, timlarned@myfairpoint.net, stating why 
you would like to go and what you love about the outdoors, to 
be considered for scholarship. The amount of the scholarship 
will be determined by the number of applicants. Scholarships 
are awarded until funds are gone. Camp spots fill fast so please 
respond ASAP.

Campers will meet game wardens, foresters, fisheries and 
wildlife biologists, and others who work in the outdoors. 
Activities include learning about forestry, wetland ecology, 
orienteering, outdoor safety skills, fly fishing and spin casting, fly 
tying, archery, hiking and camping, canoeing, swimming, firearm 
safety, and more. Campers will receive State Hunter Education 
and Bow Hunter Certifications at the completion of the week.

For more information about the camp and specific dates, go to 
www.vtfishandwildlife.com.

New horseback riding camps in Underhill: Impulsion 
Riding School, previously Synchrony Dressage Riding School, 
has moved to Poker Hill Road in Underhill. We offer beginner 
through advanced lessons, camps, and horsemanship/show teams. 
There are a few spots available in our single-day camp for kids 
ages 5-6 on Monday, August 8, 9:30 AM – 2:30 PM. For more 
information: https://www.facebook.com/110786301545451/
posts/123045810319500/?d=n.

Saxon Hill School still 
has preschool openings

Saxon Hill School in Jericho has openings for the 2022-2023 
school year in the three-day Green Class that meets Tuesdays, 
Thursdays, and Fridays from 8:30 AM – 12:00 PM. More 
information can be found online at https://saxonhillschool.org/
our-programs.html.

Saxon Hill School serves children ages 3-6 and is Act 
166 approved, 5 STAR, and NAEYC accredited. For more 
information: http://www.saxonhillschool.org/ or secretary@
saxonhillschool.org.

Advance your career 
with tuition-free courses

The state is providing Vermonters, who are unemployed 
or looking to advance their careers, with up to two tuition-
free courses to build their skills through courses provided by 
the Vermont State Colleges System (Castleton University, 
Community College of Vermont, Northern Vermont University /
Lyndon and /Johnson, Vermont Technical College).

This legislative funding can also be used for wrap-around 
services and supplies to access your education and training, 

including things like computers or paying for childcare. With a 
variety of courses, flexible options, and a team to support you, 
this free training opportunity allows you to embark, progress, or 
grow your career.

For more information, go online to https://vtworkers.vsc.edu. 

Learn what NVU offers
Learn about the outstanding academic programs at Northern 

Vermont University for undergraduate, graduate, transfer, and 
online students at one of these sessions:

M.S. in Clinical Mental Health, a weekend format program: 
information session Wednesday, August 10, 6:30 – 7:30 
PM; register online at https://www.NorthernVermont.edu/
CMHCInfoAugust10.

NVU Online Info Session on Thursday, August 4, 7:00 – 
7:30 PM; register online at https://www.NorthernVermont.edu/
NVUOnlineInfo.

Transfer Thursdays, through August 4: schedule your time 
at https://www.NorthernVermont.edu/TransferThursdays. 
Questions? Contact Admissions@NorthernVermont.edu.

To schedule an individual information session, contact 
Admissions@NorthernVermont.edu or schedule directly at 
https://www.NorthernVermont.edu/Visit,

Adaptive kayaking for seniors
Have you given up kayaking or don’t dare try because of 

your aging body: bad hips or knees, feeling unsteady, back pain, 
weak/sore shoulders, or a little of all of the above? There are 
strategies and adaptations to help you stay active on the water, 
and stable in a kayak.

The Community Senior Center (CSC) is working with Cathy 
Webster, a physical therapist and manager of the Northeast 
Disabled Athletic Association’s adaptive kayaking program. 
Webster has been kayaking with people with significant 
disabilities, for seven years. This year she has developed a 
program Kayaking for All, specifically designed and partially 
funded by a Community Action Team Grant from the Ben & 
Jerry’s Foundation. This program is to help the aging population 
who would not otherwise think they are able to get into/out 
of kayaks, paddle with proper body mechanics and energy 
conservation in mind, and to get/keep them active and enjoying 
being out on the water.

Once pre-registered and scheduled, Cathy will meet with 
small groups for a few sessions on Wednesdays from 2:30 
– 4:30 PM at Waterbury Center State Park Reservoir (177 
Reservoir Rd. off VT Rt. 100, Waterbury Center). The idea is 
that once the strategies have been taught and practiced a few 
times, that you will be able to be out on your own. If additional 
assistance or adaptive equipment is necessary, Cathy will make 
recommendations for equipment or programming.

If you are interested, pre-registration and scheduling is 
necessary by contacting Cathy at cweb0501@gmail.com, and 
copying Martha at martha@cscvt.org.

Suggested donation is $20; please do not hesitate to join 
because you cannot donate. The Community Senior Center will 
cover the cost 

Cambridge Youth Soccer registration
Registration for the fall season is now open. Please register 

early so we can make sure we have space for your child. A few 
updates for you to be aware of:

If you are interested in coaching please contact Marcus 
Holmes, Marcusholmes1821@yahoo.com.

Uniform shirts and socks are now included in your registration 
fees. You will need to provide black shorts for games for players 
in grades 3-6.

Registration fees: free for coaches and board members; $60 
for the first child in a household, $50 for the additional children 
in a household.

To register, please go to https://system.gotsport.com/
programs/459S16297?reg_role=player.

Coaches will reach out in mid-August with practice schedules, 
game dates, and more information. The first weekend of games 
will likely be the weekend after Labor Day.

If you have any questions please contact Sarah Hart, 
cysregister@gmail.com.

Free bike helmets at Richmond Rescue
There are still plenty of bike helmets left at Richmond Rescue 

for people of all ages. We are currently running low on size small 
(head about 19.75-22”) but have plenty of toddler, medium, and 
large helmets.

Stop by our building Monday-Friday, 8:00 AM – 5:00 PM.

EHS Weightlifting Club
If you or someone you know is an EHS student and are interested 

in learning or furthering your olympic weightlifting, come join 
the EHS weightlifting club. This is also open to EHS students 
who are interested in strength training for athletic performance 
or general health. Contact Adam Adorisio, handlearrow@gmail.
com, for more details.

Family bike rides, 
beginner hikes in Cambridge

Join the Cambridge Recreation Board this summer for a 
series of bi-weekly family bike rides and beginner hikes. We’ll 
explore local trails in Cambridge and in neighboring towns. 
Please register in advance: https://www.cambridge.vermont.gov/
cambridge_at_a_glance/recreation_board.php. (Click on “New: 
Bi-Weekly Family Bike Rides & Beginner Hikes”)

Tuesday, August 2, 4:30 PM: Bike Ride, Stowe Bike Path. 
Meet at the Lintilhac Park behind the Stowe Community Church 
on Main Street in Stowe Village. Come ready to ride with bike, 
helmet, snack, and water.

Tuesday, August 16, 4:30 PM: Hike, Prospect Rock, Johnson. 
Park at the trailhead/suspension bridge on Hogback Road. Come 
ready with proper footwear and water.

Chittenden East Youth Football
The Chittenden East Wolverines Youth Football Program is 

back for 2022 and it’s time to register your kiddos to join their 
friends on the big field!

The Wolverine program runs in the fall, August-October, 
with a long history of Championship football. Come be a part 
of a team, build strong relationships, learn life lessons and build 
memories that will last a lifetime while learning the game of 
football.

Registration is open for all players in grades 1-8. Team 
members in grades 1-4 graders play flag football, and those in 
grades 5-8 graders play tackle.

Practices will start on Monday, August 15. All practices are 
held behind Jericho Elementary School. Fees are $95 (plus $50 
in raffle ticket sales) or $145 (with no obligation to sell raffle 
tickets).

To register, go online to https://forms.
gle/88Mr412yK6QiVDHG9.

For more information please email Steve and Eva McLaughlin, 
keepgrowing2@gmail.com.

Adult pick-up soccer at MRP
Adult pickup soccer is back in action at Mills Riverside Park 

in Jericho, Sundays at 8:00 AM. We typically play 5v5 or 7v7 on 
the mini pitches. All skill levels and genders are welcome, come 
join us for some fun and exercise!

Feel free to reach out (ngruetmatthews@tutamail.com) with 
questions and to get on our email list we use to coordinate 
numbers/weather.

Parent and Me T-Ball in Westford
The Westford Recreation Department is excited to offer 

this program for kids ages 3-6 and their parent(s) on Saturday 
mornings this summer. Join us for drills and games that focus on 
the FUN-dementals of baseball and softball. There is a $25 fee 
for season: Saturdays, through August 20, 9:00 – 10:00 AM at the 
Westford School Softball Field.

Sign up at www.westfordvt.us/recreation.
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Patricia Velma (Michaud) Vachon, 87 of Westford, VT passed away peacefully with her 
daughters by her side at The Arbors at Shelburne in Shelburne, VT on Saturday, July 23, 
2022. She was the wife of the late Roger Vachon. She is survived by her children Norman 
(Sohier) Vachon of California, Elaine (Bill) Nyhagen of Essex, VT, and Julie (Larry) Reynolds 
of Westford. A graveside service took place on Friday, July 29, 2022 at The Mountainview 
Cemetery in Essex, VT. Assisting the family is Minor Funeral Home and Cremation Services.

For the Results 
You Deserve...

...moving across town 
or across the country...

You can Rely on...

  JANICE 
BATTALINE

• Seniors Real Estate 
Specialist

• Certified Residential 
Specialist

janbatt7859@gmail.com
802-448-0540

Your community Realtor since 1983
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Our A.W. Rich Funeral Home Family
~Serving Families for Over 100 Years~

Now Serving “All” of Your Family Members

1176 Main Street
Fairfax, VT 05454

57 Main Street
Essex Junction, VT 05452

www.awrfh.com

www.islandmemorials.com

Premium Compassionate Care for your pets, because “Loyalty Deserves Dignity”

A.W. Rich Funeral Home is the first choice for
hundreds of area families each year.

Island Memorial Pet Service

Service Charge: $1,065.00
Crematory Charge $390.00
Medical Examiner Permit $25.00
Certified Death Certificate $10.00
Transit Permit $5.00

Total Direct Cremation Charges: $1,495.00
Also included at no extra charge is a cremation container, our signature high
quality “Going Home” urn, newspaper obituary notice assistance and life

tribute placement on our website. Price effective January 1, 2020.

Direct Cremation Services

Compare our prices and save

802-878-2220

802-316-2284

The Island Memorial Difference:
• Pet Funerals
• Cremation Services
• Your Pet is Always in Our Care
• Dignified Pet Transportation
FromYour Home or Vet

• Immediate &Witness
Cremation Available

• Full Line of Pet Loss Products

Our Staff is here for you 24/7

We are proud to embrace traditional values, diversity
and innovation in honoring the spirit and life of each
person we serve. We offer a full selection of:

• Funeral and memorial services, ranging from
traditional to uniquely innovative and personal

• Burial services and cremation options
• Celebrant Services

A.W. Rich Funeral Home offers complete care, so you
can focus on comforting each other as you prepare to
say goodbye to someone dear to you.

A.W. Rich Funeral Home
802-879-4611 802-849-6261

www.dcsvt.com

Also included at no extra charge is a cremation container, our signature high 
quality “Going Home” urn, newspaper obituary notice assistance and life 

tribute placement on our website. Price effective January 1, 2021.

COLLEGE GRADS

Myra Boulanger of Underhill, VT graduated 
cum laude from Castleton University, Castleton, 
VT with a Bachelor of Social Work in Social Work.

Noah Carr of Waterbury, VT earned a Bachelor 
of Science degree in Games in Spring 2022 at the 
University of Utah, Salt Lake City, UT.

Megan Elizabeth Currier of Westford, VT has 
earned a Doctor of Physical Therapy in Physical 
Therapy from the College of Health and Human 
Services, Widener University, Chester, PA.

Nicholas Wayne Degree of Cambridge, VT 
received a bachelor of science in engineering 
and management in May 2022 from Clarkson 
University, Potsdam, NY.

Julia Dunn of Jericho, VT earned a Master of 
Science degree in Biomedical Engineering in Fall 
2021 at the University of Utah, Salt Lake City, UT.

Gabriel Ferrero of Nobleboro, VT graduated 
after the Spring 2022 semester from Champlain 
College, Burlington, VT after completing their 
Bachelor of Fine Arts in Creative Media.

Megan Forbes of Westford, VT has graduated 
Summa cum Laude from Ithaca College with a BS 
in Clinical Health Studies.

Colin Green of Waterbury, VT graduated after 
the Spring 2022 semester at Vermont Technical 
College, Randolph Center, VT. Green earned a 
Bachelor of Science in Construction Management.

Carolyn Gross of Jericho, VT graduated after 
the Spring 2022 semester at Vermont Technical 
College, Randolph Center, VT. Gross earned an 
Associate of Science in Nursing.

Kyle Marie 
Hekeler of 
W a t e r b u r y , 
VT received 
a bachelor of 
science with 
distinction in 
civil engineering 
in May 2022 
from Clarkson 
U n i v e r s i t y , 
Potsdam, NY.

Alex Hill 
of Westford, 
VT graduated 
after the Spring 
2022 semester 
at Vermont 
T e c h n i c a l 
C o l l e g e , 
Randolph Center, 
VT. Hill earned 
a Bachelor 
of Science in 
A r c h i t e c t u r a l 
E n g i n e e r i n g 
Technology.

Sefton Hirsch 
of Jericho, VT 
graduated after 
the Spring 2022 
semester from 
C h a m p l a i n 
C o l l e g e , 
Burlington, VT 
after completing 
their Master 
of Business 
Administration 
in Business 
Administration.


