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Manosh has the latest 
technology and qualified 
technicians to assist with 
your underground infra-
structure.

For all of your residential, 
municipal, and business 

storm water 
& wastewater needs.

News briefs continued on page 2

This 2023 calendar captures images by area residents of nature in Jericho, VT. The calendar is 
an annual fund-raiser for the Community Center in Jericho. It is available to purchase (online 
at https://ccjvermont.com/product/2023-calendar-a-year-of-nature-in-jericho/) for $20 in 
local shops (Jericho Center Country Store, Jeri-Hill Hardware, Old Mill Craft Shop, and Emile 
Gruppe Gallery). For more information, contact ccjvermont@gmail.com. 
                                                                                                                     PHOTO CONTRIBUTED

LEDC’s 2023 Lamoille 
County Legislative 
Breakfast series

By Pat Ripley, Executive Director, LEDC
Lamoille Economic Development 

Corporation (LEDC) and Lamoille Chamber of 
Commerce are pleased to invite you to a series 
of Legislative Breakfasts throughout Lamoille 
County for the 2023 legislative session.

These events offer the opportunity to hear 
from our Lamoille County representatives 
and learn about what they are working on at 
the Statehouse, while also offering attendees 
a chance to ask questions about the topics on 
their minds. The events are spread through the 
county beginning in Hyde Park in January, 
followed by Stowe in February, Johnson in 
March, and Jeffersonville in April. Come with 
questions!

For more information and to register, 
go online to https://lamoilleeconomy.org/
breakfast/ (scroll down).

The first legislative breakfast, on Tuesday, 
January 3 at the Green Mountain Technology 
and Career Center, 738 VT Rt. 15, Hyde 
Park, occurs the day before the 2023 General 
Assembly begins in Montpelier. This will be a 
great opportunity to hear what is in store for the 
upcoming legislative session and how our local 
representatives feel about the issues.

The series of breakfasts continues Monday, 
February 6 at the Akeley Building, 67 S. 
Main St., Stowe; Monday, March 13, Jenna’s 
Promise, 117 St. Johns Rd., Johnson; and 
Monday, April 3, Smugglers’ Notch Resort, 
4323 VT Rt. 108, Jeffersonville. Each event 
begins with a light breakfast and coffee from 
local restaurants, followed by a short briefing 
by the legislators and an audience Q&A. Each 
event runs from about 8:00 – 9:30 AM.

Jericho seeking 
road crew members 
as winter arrives
By John Abbott, Jericho Town Administrator

We have had our first measurable snowfall. 
For some this brings anxiety, for others 
celebration. Regardless of how this news is 
landing, I want to provide a staffing update and 
ask for community-wide patience. As of mid-
November, the Town of Jericho will soon be 
down two road crew members... both of whom 
are plow drivers.

Kyle Guyette, who has also been lead truck 
and diesel mechanic, will be leaving after the 
holiday for a position managing public works 
in Waterbury. Kyle has been an important 
part of the Highway Department team and we 
appreciate his service and commitment during 
his time here.

Our Road Foreman, Adam Magee, has posted 
throughout the fall for highway maintenance 
workers with a CDL, and applicant pool has 
been slim. He has been diligently networking 
to find candidates and our hiring effort will 
continue. We also have two trucks currently in 
need of repair, one having had a transmission 
replaced and the other having lug studs replaced 
— broken while crew were mounting tires the 
other day.

Before this becomes too much like a blues 
song — know that, as always, the road crew 
will be out there clearing roads until they are 
done and doing all possible to ensure folks can 
get to school and commute. If you or anyone 
you know has a road maintenance work and/or 
plowing experience, has a CDL, and is looking 
for position with competitive starting salary 
and benefits, give a shout. We’ll forward full 
position description. Thanks!

Update: Richmond/Bolton 
U.S. Rt. 2 rehabilitation

November 25
Completed paving the second lift of pavement 

to Jonesville along with continued driveway tie-
ins. Completed installation of shoulder material 
throughout.

In the daytime, motorists can expect traffic 
control to be present allowing for one-way 
alternating travel within the work areas. Please 
use caution and follow the posted speed limits!

The following work was anticipated for 
the week that began Monday, November 28: 
Monday-Friday, daytime: Weather permitting, 
continue paving driveway and side road tie-
ins. Cleanup work throughout the project in 
anticipation of winter shutdown.

Completion date: July 2024
Please email sbarrett@coibsinc.com, 

reference US-2 Richmond, if you would like to 
received weekly project updates via email.

Support Troop 627’s 
Christmas tree sale

Planning to buy a Christmas tree? Please 
consider supporting Underhill/Jericho Scout 
Troop 627’s annual Christmas tree fundraiser 
at the VT Rt. 15 Jericho Jolley! Trees are from 
Craftsbury, VT, ranging from 7’-10’ and are all 
priced at $50.

This annual event supports the Troop 
activities for the year to develop our leaders of 
tomorrow. Please come and support the Scouts 
of Troop 627.

We are open for sales weekday evenings, 
5:00 – 7:00 PM, and weekends, 10:00 AM – 
6:00 PM.

Town of Underhill 
winter parking ordinance

By Brad Holden
Underhill Town Administrator

As winter quickly approaches, please make 
sure that vehicles do not interfere with snow 
removal operations.

Parking is not allowed on Town Highways 
during winter months.

In addition, please ensure that mailboxes are 
set to rural mailbox standards — mailboxes 
that do not meet the standard may be subject to 
snowplow damage.

Essex/Colchester 
VT Rt. 2A, 289 resurfacing 
project update

November 25
Completed the installation of pavement 

markings on VT Rt. 289. Completed paving 
driveway and side road aprons on VT Rt. 2A.

VT Rt. 2A: Motorists should expect traffic 
control with one lane of alternating travel 
within the work areas, causing delays between 
8:00 AM – 4:00 PM.

VT Rt. 289: will have minimal traffic impact. 
The following work was anticipated for the 

week that began Monday, November 28:
Monday-Friday, 8:00 AM – 4:00 PM on 

VT Rt. 289: general project cleanup work in 
anticipation of winter shutdown.

Monday-Friday, 8:00 AM – 4:00 PM on 
VT Rt. 2A: weather permitting, completion of 
pavement markings and general project cleanup 
work in anticipation of winter shutdown.

Please follow the posted speed limits!
Completion date: November 2022
Please email sbarrett@coibsinc.com, 

reference VT Route 2A - Essex, if you would 
like to receive weekly project updates via email.

Surface water 
on the Mountain Road

By Trevor Welch, Village of Jeffersonville 
Head Water/Wastewater Operator

You may have noticed the surface water 
running down VT Rt. 108, just past the 
Cambridge Town Garage. This is not from a 
water system leak. We chipped ice and looked 
for a leak last winter. We looked again in the 
spring for a water system leak. Then again this 
summer, a professional leak detector spent two 
days surveying that whole area. There is no 
evidence of a water system leak.

It has become much more noticeable in the 
past few weeks. That is because the water table 
has recovered from the dry summer, and now the 
water is freezing.

Anyone who knows me knows that I would 
not ignore a water system leak. Nothing makes 
me happier than tracking a leak down and 
eliminating it. I wish it was that simple on the 
Mountain Road, but it’s out of my hands.
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Winter closes Cambridge 
cemeteries to vehicles

From the Cambridge Cemetery Commission
Just a reminder now that we have snow, that all Cambridge 

cemeteries are closed to vehicular traffic until mid-May. If you 
wish to place a wreath on your loved one’s grave, you will have 
to walk in.

We urge caution while visiting our cemeteries in the winter, as 
many smaller stones are hidden underneath the snow.

Election Day snapshot video
By Angelike A. Contis, MMCTV

Mount Mansfield Community TV (MMCTV) again took 
a video snapshot of the election action last week in Underhill, 
Jericho, and Richmond. Here’s the link to the video: https://
archive.org/details/election-snapshot-mmctv-11082022.

Veterans/Armistice Day 
bell ringing

By Courtney Leitz, Cambridge Selectboard Member
Thank you to all of our fourth graders who came out today 

to be a part of our bell ringing ceremony and thank you to all of 
our residents who were able to gather for the bell ringing. This 
was such a meaningful opportunity for the CES students! Lastly, 
thank you to those who serve or have served our country.

I wanted to share the text of the statement that that the students 
read in the Town Hall prior to ringing the bell.

Armistice Day
On June 4, 1926, the United States Congress passed a 

concurrent resolution establishing Armistice Day as a national 
holiday to commemorate the end of World War I and to honor 
Americans who fought in the war. President Woodrow Wilson 
combined this honor of our veterans with our hope for peace, 
saying, “To us in America, the reflections of Armistice Day will 
be filled with solemn pride in the heroism of those who died 
in the country’s service and with gratitude for the victory, both 
because of the thing from which it has freed us and because of 
the opportunity it has given America to show her sympathy with 
peace and justice in the councils of the nations…”

Veterans Day
On June 1, 1954, November 11 became Veterans Day, a day to 

honor American veterans of all wars.
On this Veterans Day, we come to ring the bell in honor of 

our service men and women and our veterans and to promote 
peace. We understand that they have made great sacrifices for the 
common good. We honor their patriotism and are grateful for all 
they have done. We ring this bell today with the hopes that there 
may be peace throughout the world, ensuring the safety of our 
service members, our people, and our world.

Bolton Select Board vacancy
From Amy Grover, Bolton Town Clerk and Treasurer

There is a vacancy on the Bolton Select Board, created by a 
resignation, effective November 21, 2022.

The Select Board will fill this vacancy by appointment, and 
the person appointed will serve until Town Meeting 2023, when 
that office open for election will be one remaining on a two-year 
term.

Persons interested in being appointed to fill this vacancy 
should submit a letter outlining their experience and areas of 
expertise to Amy Grover, Town Clerk, 3045 Theodore Roosevelt 
Highway, Bolton, VT 05676, or via email to clerkbolton@gmavt.
net.

More information regarding the office of Select Board can 
be found on the town website at https://boltonvt.com/boards-
minutes/selectboard/.

“On leash” dogs need
a human on the other end

By Liam Kearney, Cambridge Dog Control Officer
A clarification on dog leashing: when a dog is attached to a 

leash, but the leash is NOT attached to a person (or otherwise 
secured), then the dog is not on a leash.

I’ve had a few complaints about this on the Lamoille Valley 
Rail Trail.

Town news from Bolton
By Amy Grover, Bolton Town Clerk and Treasurer

Thank you to all of the Bolton property owners who paid their 
second installment of property taxes on time, due November 
15, 2022. Interest has been calculated on outstanding principal, 
and late and delinquent notices mailed. To date, there remains 
$57,025.01 past due in property taxes. Think it really doesn’t 
matter if you pay your property taxes on time? This is how that 
impacts the town: $57,025.01 funds 100% of the loan and interest 
payments for the town’s Mini Pumper fire truck, fire station 
renovations, bucket loader, and ¾ of the loan for the tandem 
truck. If you are facing financial challenges, requesting property 
tax abatement from the town is always an option, as well as the 
state program to assist property owners: https://publicservice.
vermont.gov/content/vermont-homeowner-assistance-program.

Seeking new Conservation Commission member — The 
Conservation Commission is seeking a new member, to be 
appointed in February 2023! This member will be completing 
a four-year term, which expires in March of 2026. The 
Conservation Commission’s role is to promote stewardship 
of natural and cultural resources in our town and to advise the 
Select Board, Planning Commission, and Development Review 
Board on matters relating to the environment. The members are 
appointed by the Select Board and while the current membership 
of the Conservation Commission consists of diverse backgrounds 
and some expertise in the fields of ecology and natural resources, 
we draw on professionals in the private and public realms 
to assist our efforts. For more details, see the Conservation 
Commission page on the town website (www.boltonvt.com). If 
you are interested in volunteering and being appointed to the 
Conservation Commission, please submit a letter outlining your 
interests and experience to the Town Office, 3045 Theodore 
Roosevelt Highway, Waterbury, VT 05676, or via email to 
clerkbolton@gmavt.net.

Seeking part-time Planning and Zoning Administrator — 
The Town of Bolton seeks a part-time Planning and Zoning 
Administrator to administer and enforce the town’s land use and 
development regulations, and to provide professional, technical 
support to the Planning Commission and Development Review 
Board. This position has been budgeted for up to 20 hours per 
week. Good communication skills, attendance at night meetings, 
and knowledge of Vermont planning laws are important. A 
degree in planning or a related field is preferred; relevant work 
experience may be substituted. For a detailed job description, 
visit www.boltonvt.com. Please submit a cover letter, resume 
and references to: Town of Bolton, Attn: Carol Devlin, Assistant 
Town Clerk, 3045 Theodore Roosevelt Hwy, Waterbury, VT 
05676, or via email to assistbolton@gmavt.net. Position open 
until filled. EOE.

Forest management at the 
Westford Town Lands

By Ethan Tapper, Chittenden County Forester
Ethan.Tapper@Vermont.gov

This fall and winter, we will be continuing the forest 
management of both the Maple Shade Town Forest (MSTF, 
a.k.a. Jackson Farm) and the Misty Meadows Trails and Forest 
(MMTF, a.k.a. School Forest), the parcels that we collectively 
call the Westford Town Lands. Here’s some more information 
about these projects.

Forest management at the Maple Shade Town Forest: Last 
winter we were able to get some great work done at MSTF, as well 
as to do some excellent education and outreach and to generate 
some revenue which was used in part to fund trail improvements 
and trail resilience. As with last year, we will be working with 
Evan Aiken to continue to improve the health, resilience, and 
wildlife habitat of the MSTF while demonstrating responsible 
forest management in an open, transparent, and inclusive way. 
Most trails at the MSTF will remain open, but please follow 
trail closure signage and be aware that heavy equipment will be 
using the main entrance to the Maple Shade Town Forest, so use 
caution when entering.

To learn more about the work at the MSTF or to stay 
apprised of what’s going on this winter, you can watch videos 
on the Westford Town Lands playlist on the Chittenden 
County Forester’s YouTube page (https://youtube.com/
playlist?list=PLWk3DKdWmNIZwn7sZqM8KDPseZ9y9eL4J) 
or stay tuned for public walks and other educational 
opportunities by signing up for the Chittenden County 
Forester’s email list (https://vermont.us7.list-manage.com/
subscribe?u=58398f7a782118e355bf99377&id=58d2751d34).

Pre-commercial forest management at the Misty Meadows 
Trails and Forest: I was able to acquire some funding from the 
Vermont Dept. of Fish and Wildlife’s Habitat Stamp program to 
continue the pre-commercial forest management at the MMTF 
with the forestry program at the Center for Technology at Essex 
High School. As last year, this work will consist of felling small 
and unhealthy trees to improve the growth of the healthiest trees 
in the area behind the Westford School. An additional goal for 
this project was to add dead wood to the forest floor to promote 
improved habitat, hydrology, and carbon storage, and to create a 
“messier,” more complex forest. As at Maple Shade, please obey 
trail closure signage!

You can find a video about this project on the Chittenden County 
Forester’s YouTube page at https://youtu.be/LUVXQ0EOzvM.

All this forest management work is exciting but can also 
be confusing and jarring — understanding the role that forest 
management plays in our world is extremely nuanced and 
complex. As a result, I’ve been working with Westford and with 
other Town Forests to provide tons of educational opportunities 
and resources for folks to learn more — you can visit my YouTube 
Channel, read an archive of my monthly columns, and learn more 
about some of the other projects that I’ve been working on, all at 
my LinkTree: https://linktr.ee/ChittendenCountyForester.

I hope to see you all at the Westford Town Lands this winter!

Thursday, December 1
Craft Group, 6:00 – 8:00 PM, Deborah Rawson Memorial 

Library, 8 River Rd., Jericho. New location and time! Our 
gatherings are open to anyone interested in coming with any 
craft they like: crocheting, rug hooking, knitting, needlepoint, 
watercolors, jewelry making, macramé… you name it! This is a 
great time to start your Holiday crafts. If you have any questions 

please contact Amy Tower, 802-355-9671 or atowerinvt@gmail.
com, or Julie Hehir, 802-899-3199 or juliehhehir@comcast.net. 

Saturday, December 3
Holiday Craft Fair, 9:00 AM – 4:00 PM, Westford 

Elementary School, Westford. Hosted every year by the Westford 
School PTO — if you are a crafter interested in reserving a table, 
please reach out! There will be an assortment of local goods, 
and a raffle and bake sale. Please come support our local small 
business owners and the greater school community!

Eames Brothers Fundraiser Concert for Waterville 
Elementary 6th graders, 6:30 – 9:30 PM, Waterville Town 
Hall, VT Rt. 109, Waterville. Come boogie down with the 
Eames Brothers! Proceeds fund their class trip to Silver Bay 
Campground and the Great Escape. There will also be hot food, 
baked goods, and raffles! A chance to win a $1000 Visa Gift card, 
one cord of wood, Youth Season Pass to Smuggs, and more! 
Winners drawn that night!

Italian Genealogy, 10:30 AM – 12:00 PM, on Zoom. 
Researching your Italian ancestors combines history, geography, 
economics, and genealogy. Chris Centracchio will discuss how 
these factors and others played out in his own family research. 
He’ll discuss place names, surnames, language, and the many 
boundary changes that complicate research on the Italian 
Peninsula. Chris will share tips and techniques, how to navigate 
local records when you don’t read Latin and Italian, the influence 
of naming patterns, and how to tap into the wealth of civil and 
church records that make pursuing your Italian ancestry so 
rewarding. All classes at the VT Genealogy Library will be Zoom 
webinars; cost is $10. Please visit our website www.vtgenlib.org 
for additional details and for registration.

Sunday, December 4
Third annual Christmas Coffee house Sunday, December 

4, 5:00 – 7:00 PM, Jeffersonville Second Congregational 
Church, Jeffersonville. Calling musical performers young 
and young at heart. Please join us to benefit the Jeffersonville 
Second Congregational Church, which houses many important 
community events like the Food Shelf, AA meetings, Bone 
Builders, etc. We will be serving hot drinks and goodies. We 
will be caroling around town afterward if weather permits as 
well. Please contact Annie Rheaume, 802-309-8158, if you are 
interested in performing a couple holiday-based songs. The more 
the merrier! Hope to see you there!

Jericho Center Tree Lighting, 5:00 PM, Jericho Town 
Library, Jericho Center Circle, Jericho Center. Santa Claus is 
coming to town! Join us to kick off the holiday season. We’ll 
light the tree and Santa will be listening to Christmas lists and 
handing out candy canes afterwards. Happy Holidays!

Monday, December 5
Grandparent Refresher class, 12:00 – 1:00 PM, online. 

You raised your child and now they are having a child! Stay-

Coming events continued on page 3
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up-to date with best practices for keeping the newest member of 
your family safe with the virtual Grandparent Refresher class, 
a free one-hour class. Topics include: Safe Sleep, Car Seats, 
Childproofing, Social Media, and so much more! Register and 
join online at http://UVMHealth.org/Grandparents-Refresher.

Wednesday, December 7
J-U Lions and Red Cross Blood Drive, 1:00 – 6:00 PM, 

Covenant Community Church, 1 Whitcomb Meadows Lane, 
Essex Junction. Hosted by the Jericho-Underhill Lions Club. 
Please schedule an appointment at https://www.redcrossblood.
org/. 

American Red Cross blood drive, 12:00 – 6:00 PM, Richmond 
Congregational Church, 20 Church St., Richmond. The need for 
blood continues to be urgent. New and loyal donors are welcome. 
Please consider helping us match or exceed our August record. 
’Tis the season to give; please make donating blood a priority. 
Appointments are required; call 1-800-RED CROSS (1-800-
733-2767) or go online to https://www.redcrossblood.org/ (enter 
COVENANT in the search bar) to make an appointment or for 
more information; or email dthomas@gmavt.net for assistance.

Holiday Luncheon for Essex seniors, 12:00 – 1:15 PM, 
Blue-Ribbon Pavilion, Essex Fairgrounds, Essex Junction. The 
Rotary Club of Essex and the Essex Area Senior Center host this 
event for Essex seniors who live in the Town or City, featuring 
a traditional turkey dinner (no take-outs). The Children’s Choir 
of A.D. Lawton Middle School will offer holiday music and 
Christmas carols. Tickets ($5) are available at the Essex Area 
Senior Center, 2 Lincoln St., Essex Junction on any Tuesday or 
Wednesday in November; 200 tickets are available, first-come, 
first-served. To reach the Center, contact Nicole, 802-876-5078.

Saturday, December 10
Holiday Craft Fair, 9:00 AM – 3:00 PM, Fairfax Community 

Center, Main St., Fairfax. Are you interested in selling your 
crafts? We’d love to have you at our Craft Fair, which benefits 
the BFA Fairfax Class of 2023 Project Grad. Sponsored by the 
Project Grad Committee and BFA Fairfax PTSA. Please send all 
inquiries to BFAfairfaxprojectgraduation@gmail.com.

Searching for My Polish Roots, 10:30 AM – 12:00 PM, on 
Zoom. Among the challenges inherent in Polish genealogical 
research are place names, surnames, language, and fluid national 
boundaries. Louis Welna will discuss how he dealt with these 
issues during decades of Polish family research. He’ll share tips 
and techniques, useful reference works, and his favorite websites. 
He will also highlight the best histories and historical novels — 
key tools for fleshing out our ancestors’ stories. All classes at 
the VT Genealogy Library will be Zoom webinars; cost is $10. 
Please visit our website www.vtgenlib.org for additional details 
and for registration.

Christmas Cookie and Craft Sale, 9:00 AM – 3:00 PM, 
Jeffersonville Church, Jeffersonville. Lots of different crafters; 
soup and sandwich lunch. For tables, please contact Sue Perry, 
sueperry@myfairpoint.net 802-644-2721.

Sunday, December 11
Country Christmas Concert, 2:00 – 3:30 PM, Country 

Church, 440 VT Rt. 109, Waterville. Welcome the Christmas 
season with this community musical gathering! Waterville 
musician Edna Lafountain and fellow folk musicians will 
entertain with Christmas favorites, holiday songs and carols, all 
with a country flair. Admission is free, with light refreshments 
to follow.

Wednesday, December 14
Jeri Hill XYZ Seniors Christmas luncheon, 11:30 AM, 

Catalyst Church, Raceway Rd., Jericho. All local seniors are 
welcome to this catered luncheon. For more information contact 
Doug Keith, 802-899-2582; Loreen Teer, 802-899-1363; Murray 
Hunt, 802-324-9641; or Joanne Blodget, 802-899-2040.

Thursday, December 15
Craft Group, 6:00 – 8:00 PM, Deborah Rawson Memorial 

Library, 8 River Rd., Jericho. New location and time! Our 
gatherings are open to anyone interested in coming with any 
craft they like: crocheting, rug hooking, knitting, needlepoint, 
watercolors, jewelry making, macramé… you name it! This is a 
great time to do your Holiday crafts. If you have any questions 
please contact Amy Tower, 802-355-9671 or atowerinvt@gmail.
com, or Julie Hehir, 802-899-3199 or juliehhehir@comcast.net. 

Saturday, December 17
Christmas Market, 10:00 AM – 3:00 PM, Country Church, 

440 VT Rt. 109, Waterville. Enjoy fun and festive shopping with 
a great variety of items offered by local vendors. holiday crafts, 
artwork, jewelry, fresh roast coffees and bakery goods, bath and 
body products, farm fresh items, maple syrup and much more! 
Homemade soup on the stove!

Thursday, December 29
Craft Group, 6:00 – 8:00 PM, Deborah Rawson Memorial 

Library, 8 River Rd., Jericho. New location and time! Our 
gatherings are open to anyone interested in coming with any 
craft they like: crocheting, rug hooking, knitting, needlepoint, 
watercolors, jewelry making, macramé… you name it! If you 
have any questions please contact Amy Tower, 802-355-9671 
or atowerinvt@gmail.com, or Julie Hehir, 802-899-3199 or 
juliehhehir@comcast.net. 

Tuesday, January 3 
Lamoille County Legislative Breakfast, 8:00 – 9:30 AM, 

Green Mountain Technology and Career Center, 738 VT Rt. 
15, Hyde Park. This meeting is the day before the 2023 General 
Assembly begins in Montpelier, and will be a great opportunity 
to hear what is in store for the upcoming legislative session 
and how our local representatives feel about the issues. A light 
breakfast and coffee from a local restaurant will be followed by a 
short briefing by the legislators and an audience Q&A. Sponsored 
by the Lamoille Economic Development Corporation (LEDC) 
and Lamoille Chamber of Commerce. For more information and 
to register, go online to https://lamoilleeconomy.org/breakfast/ 
(scroll down).

Join revelers to ring in 2023 with dozens of unique 
performances, installations, and otherworldly events, 
including submissions from the Bright Ideas Project. Powered 
by VSECU, the Bright Ideas Project funds VT artists’ and 
innovators’ creative event proposals to light up the night on 
New Year’s Eve. With more Bright Ideas submissions in 2022 
than ever before, we’re primed for an unforgettable celebration 
of our community’s brilliance this year!For more information 
and tickets, go online to https://highlight.community/events/. 
                                                                     PHOTO CONTRIBUTED

Jeffersonville Holiday Parade 
December 10

To all the kids and parents of Jeffersonville and Cambridge 
and surrounding areas:

Mr. and Mrs. Claus will be at the Community Center in 
Jeffersonville on Saturday, December 10 after the holiday parade.

The parade starts at 4:00 PM and should take about one hour. 
The route will follow VT Rt. 15 from Cambridge Health Center 
to Main Street, to Upper Valley Road, to Jeffersonville Heights; 
from Jeffersonville Heights down to Maple Street, to Depot 
Street, to Main Street, to Carlton Avenue, to School Street, to the 
Community Center.

We will have large numbers of trucks, and have confirmed that 
SD Ireland will be there with their lighted truck! There will be 
many of fire trucks from different departments.

We ask that folks park at the old Saw Mill so there will 
be enough room for the fire truck to park in case there is an 
emergency that requires them. 

There will be cookies and hot chocolate for the kids (if anyone 
can help with the cookies please call Mr. Kelley, 802-760-8426, 
or Mrs. Kelley, 802 760-9403). Kids will not sit on Mr. Claus’ lap 
— there will be a chair next to him for the kids to sit in.

This is an all-volunteer effort and we hope to have this year 
after year! Questions? please call Mr. Kelley or Mrs. Kelley 
(numbers above).

The fading family
By Sue Kusserow

Special to the Mountain Gazette
We started together — all four of us in a 150-year-old 

farmhouse that could be called “quaint” but was more often 
called “cold.” There was a large grate over a moribund furnace 
and on a cold January morning was also loaded with kids in 
billowing night gowns, warming up for school. We knew where 
we were going and punctuated our activities and jobs with verbal 
and written notes: “Going to pick up the mail;” “Feed the dogs 
before you go;” “Another grueling day in the lab. Don’t delay 
dinner.”

A small dead bird in the bushes; we gather to bury it, Adrie 
patting its silken, cold head and saying a prayer to the god 
she barely knew, but asking sincerely, that he take care of this 
smallest of birds.

March was sugaring time, getting to know which places were 
willing to give children a sip of “maple juice,” steaming hot and 
already redolent with visions of warm brown; spring pancakes. 
We followed spring into summer and replaced Trout Lily with 
Meadow Rue, its wet heads dipping into the edge of a vernal 
pool, which would entropy into an edging of white blossoms 
reaching for the sun.

I had put my foot down, with the power of an overburdened 
mother of three, and insisted that Sunday was a Family Day; for 
us to forget the laboratory and to regather as a family.

We had a collection of animals, too, to keep our Sundays 
animated and family oriented: Marigold the pig, who would eat 
anything we could find for her, and the usual assortment of dogs 
with the usual amount of pups. And so our Sunday family days 
kept us together and unregulated.

Until the death of the leader. Bert was killed in an auto crash 
and we had to cling together using Sundays, now, as a day to 
grieve. I became the logical and painful default “leader,” bruised 
as much as they.

The family united, wavered, but we all fought for the right 
to start making our own trails back into normality. Paul went to 
Deerfield: “I’ll never forget my first trip down a ski jump… I 
can still feel my jaw lock as I flew through the air to the ends of 
the earth.” Karl learned “why Latin is important” as the ancient 
useful glue to understand St. Paul’s English. Adrie had a cadre 
of good friends that surrounded her loneliness. And I remarried.

We didn’t discuss our thoughts as we planned our future, 
but Sundays still were a day to taste the sweet waters of our 
own old maples as we did every March. The family finished its 
school days and each person found a way to look at the world 
with toughness and kindness. We know our own paths and seem 
content (nay, happy.) with what we have chosen. Thus, our early 
family is fading. This is simply a universal truth: that no matter 
their locale or profession, the original family weavings separate. 

 In my attic are unopened boxes, each one fitted with a memory: 
the dirndl dress Adrie had on when we made grape jelly. It is 
badly stained in the front — a statement of togetherness. And 
Paul’s skis bravely upright in a corner… not used since he broke 
his leg going “all out” in the last run. A small box holds a red 
dress worn to a Village Fête as a statement of re-entry… into a 
new chapter. And I know our new family units will accrue their 
own favorite tartans. The tapestry of our early beginnings… the 
weavings, the structures, the colors… still retain their influence 

and beauty so lovingly made into dreams and memories.
No family is without its remembrances of the original bright 

colors… we wear them in our hearts.

TV in VT: what do you think?
By Angelike Contis

Mount Mansfield Community Television
To date in 2022, Mount Mansfield Community Television 

(MMCTV) has uploaded a whopping 382 videos to Internet 
Archive. That is already more than one video a day! The lion’s 
share of these are local municipal meetings, and the growth of 
virtual and hybrid meetings means we’ve been able to share more 
small committee meetings (like ARPA, Affordable Housing, etc.) 
than ever!

You can see any of our videos mentioned here at this link: 
http://bit.ly/MmctvVideos

Other October and November MMCTV videos include an 
announcement by the Community Senior Center of Richmond, 
Bolton and Huntington; a short video by a BRMS student 
featuring local critters; and several discussions in The Talk series 
(previously known as “Racism in America”).

When it came to elections, we’ve again documented what 
voting looked like around here this November with an Election 
Snapshot and recording voting tips by the Jericho Town Clerk, 
as well as a Conversation with local House Representative 
candidates Edye Graning and Jana Brown.

On Halloween MMCTV launched a new tradition when 
community producer Gregg Stevens crafted a set of fun animated 
videos, which we projected onto the windows of Richmond Town 
Hall and the library. Combined with music and Town Clerk of the 
Year Linda Parent and her Portico Fairies handing out candies, 
it was a hit! (See video: “Richmond Halloween Spook-tacular”).

MMCTV has been happy to enlist some talented new 
videographers recently, including Dan Settle, Adrian Criner and 
Jesse Keefe (whose films about the Old Red Mill we’ve been 
happy to play and share).  You can find recent concerts of Wild 
Branch and Front Porch Foursome in our Internet Archive and 
— coming soon — a video of Rick Heh’s account of his father’s 
World War Two POW diaries recorded at the Deborah Rawson 
Memorial Library.

We are always looking for more people to grab a camera or 
a mic to tell individual or community stories, and to shed light 
on often-overlooked points of view or lost local tales. Have any 
ideas? Let us know! Contact 802-434-2550 or mmctv15@gmail.
com.

We always welcome donations — online at MtMansfieldCtv.
org, or by mail to MMCTV, P.O. Box 688, Richmond, VT 05477.

VT Center for Ecostudies 
Wild Bee Report

By Bernie Paquette
I wanted to make sure you saw our new report on the state of 

VT’s wild bees. It represents many years of work by our team and 
an army of volunteers. Thanks to you all for your contributions 
and support!

FEED THE WILD BEES! https://stateofbees.vtatlasoflife.org/

Bernie finds that one of the most valuable charts from this 
report is one that lists bee species on one axis and plants visited 
on another. This is an INTERACTIVE CHART. You can see the 
chart at the following link, choose the DIET tab: https://current.
stateofbees.vtatlasoflife.org/.

I intend to match this up with the 55 bee species that are listed 
as most needing conservation efforts. Then I will aim to plant 
some of the plant families that are listed as being visited by these 
bee species.

Feel free to share with anyone you think might be interested.

Community columns continued on page 5
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Give a lifesaving gift 
of blood this season

The Jericho-Underhill Lions Club will be hosting a blood 
drive on Wednesday, December 7, 1:00 – 6:00 PM at the 
Covenant Community Church, 1 Whitcomb Meadows Lane, 
Essex Junction.

Please consider giving the give of life this holiday season. You 
can schedule an appointment at https://www.redcrossblood.org/ 
(enter COVENANT in the search bar).

The Jericho-Underhill Lions Club is very thankful to the 
community for its support and blood donations this past year. 
Your generosity has helped us to continue our mission of service.

Cambridge Fire Department 
blood drive January 7

You can save lives, too! Please join the third annual Cambridge 
Fire Department Blood Drive and be a life saver!
The blood drive will be held on Saturday, January 7, 9:00 AM 
– 12:00 PM, at the Cambridge Fire Department, 153 Church 
St., Jeffersonville. Due to the popularity of our blood drive, 
appointments go quickly and we rarely have space for walk-ins 
so make your appointment today! Visit the Red Cross website to 
schedule the appointment, https://www.redcrossblood.org/give.
html/drive-results?zipSponsor=alexthefighter.

Thanking prevention all-stars
From Healthy Lamoille Valley

When we think about substance prevention, we might think 
about taking actions like securing adult use substances in the 
home, creating substance-free parks, talking to your kids early 
and often, or limiting substance advertising and products. These 
are all vital to preventing and reducing youth substance misuse, 
but it’s also important to look at the flip side of prevention: 
building protective factors to help youth make healthy choices 
in their lives.

On Thursday, October 20, with about 40 community members 
in attendance, Healthy Lamoille Valley did just that, joining 
together to celebrate the prevention all-stars in our community, 
people who care deeply about building safe and protective 
communities for all. Read more about this year’s honorees and 
their accomplishments at http://www.healthylamoillevalley.
org/2022-prevention-honors.

We’re grateful for all the prevention stars in our community, 
working to create a better life for our kids, and know there 
are many more opportunities to shine. Visit http://www.
healthylamoillevalley.org/get-involved to learn more about how 
you can get involved in the Healthy Lamoille Valley Coalition, 
or contact us with your ideas. We look forward to working with 
you!

Volunteer opportunity! We’re looking for coalition member 
perspectives on prevention to submit to local papers, we will 
help with editing and send them in. Work with us! Email Jessica, 
jessica@healthylamoillevalley.org, for more information and to 
share your thoughts.

Share Your Why! Kids in grades 3-8 complete and submit all 
six Share Your Why activity sheets for a $30 valued prize: an 
art supply kit or gift certificate to Power Play Sports. Deadline: 
Friday, December 30, 2022. These activity sheets are a way 
for you to explore new interests and deepen ones you already 
have, with the option to share those interests with other local 
youth. To learn more about the program, including activity ideas 
and where to pick up and submit the sheets, visit http://www.
healthylamoillevalley.org/passport.

Caution: Medicare scams
By Bill April AARP/Fraudwatch Fraudfighter

Medicare scams spike during open enrollment season, with 
bogus offers from real or impersonated insurance providers 
pitching free gifts or limited-time offers.

Scammers also call Medicare beneficiaries claiming to be 
from Medicare, asking them to verify their information to issue 
a “new” card.

What you should know 
• These scams are designed to capture personal information 

that can be used to bill Medicare fraudulently. 
• Criminals use free offers to entice people. From cheap 

giveaways to promises of free medical supplies, these tactics seek 
to harvest Medicare information or even a credit card number for 
alleged shipping charges, for instance. 

• Unscrupulous salespeople may also try to pressure you to 
buy often worthless supplemental insurance products that will 
supposedly save thousands. 

• Know that Medicare will never call you out of the blue. 
Criminals use “spoofing” technology to make it look like their 
incoming calls are coming from Medicare, so your caller ID is 

NOT trustworthy. 
• Medicare is NOT sending out new cards; anyone suggesting 

otherwise is lying to you.
What you should do 
• Beneficiaries can compare plans safely and change their 

enrollment by going to http://www.medicare.gov or by calling 
800-633-4227. Also, every state has a State Health Insurance 
Assistance Program (SHIP) with counselors who can help 
answer your questions. 

• Be suspicious of unsolicited offers, offers that are exceedingly 
generous, and offers for free products in exchange for your 
personal information.

Please guard your personal information. Know that the state 
or federal government will NEVER call you. If you get a call 
from someone saying they are from a state or federal agency, it 
is a SCAM!

Young children 
and digital media devices

With the holiday shopping season here, parents have been 
logging on via their smart phones and tablets to ask me whether 
electronic books and other apps should be purchased for their 
infants and toddlers to help them get smarter. Let me swipe away 
some of your concerns and provide some information on this 
topic.

Screen time guidelines
The American Academy of Pediatrics recommends minimizing 

screen time before age two years, and after that age limiting all 
screen time for young children to no more than one to two hours 

a day.
Following these guidelines is easier said than done. A recent 

study revealed that by age two, three-quarters of all older infants 
and toddlers were, or are, using smart devices to play games or 
watch videos. Parents say they give their young children these 
devices to bide time while they get their own work done, keep 
their children calm in public places, or to help them go to sleep. 
Despite high usage, the studies that say these devices or certain 
apps improve a young child’s development are few and far 
between.

Recommendations from Dr. First
Ideally, I recommend keeping your young child away from 

these smart devices like phones and tablets. If you can’t, be sure 
to set limits on their use.

Don’t use these devices as time-occupying pacifiers, and never 
substitute the use of these devices for human interactive playtime. 
Pushing and swiping things on a screen and/or downloading 
electronic books with bells and whistles and lots of other noises 
are not a substitute for good face-to-face communication.

Only let your toddler use an app if you are going to play with 
them as you both use it so as to promote social interactions, 
communication and language skills, bonding, and learning.

A video visit with grandparents or other relatives is a great use 
of a smart device.

Hopefully, you will apply these tips and keep them in mind 
so that we all do a better job of helping young children’s minds 
develop with, or better yet — without, a smart device.

Lewis First, MD, is Chief of Pediatrics at UVM Children’s 
Hospital and Chair of the Department of Pediatrics at the UVM’s 
Larner College of Medicine.

Senate update: 
giving thanks, giving back
By Kesha Ram Hinsdale, State Senator, Chittenden District

kramhinsdale@leg.state.vt.us
November 23
Wishing you all a warm, happy Thanksgiving!
The recent news about more tragic mass shootings is made 

even more painful now that we are entering the holiday season, 
a time when people will be missing loved ones around the table 
because of senseless and preventable gun violence. Additionally, 
the murders in Colorado Springs specifically targeted the 
LGBTQ+ community, reminding many of the pain of finding a 
place to belong and a chosen family where you can be who you 
are without rejection or persecution.

We are working on a range of firearm safety proposals and 
protections for trans youth in the upcoming biennium that begins 
Wednesday, January 4, but it is also up to each and every one of 
us to support those grieving from a loss or experiencing the pain 
of losing access to family or safe, welcoming places. For now, I 
am holding the victims’ families and loved ones in my heart; and 

as I give thanks, I also recommit to action and change.
Speaking of being thankful, please also take a moment to help 

those in your life and your community who may be struggling 
meeting their needs through the holidays and winter months. I 
urge you to offer your time or resources to the Vermont Foodbank 
(http://vtfoodbank.org) to aid in their mission of distributing 
nutritious food to people in need. If you or someone you know 
is struggling with food insecurity, you can find a map to help 
you find food shelves in your area here: http://vtfoodbank.org/
agency-locator.

Additionally, the Department for Children and Families has 
recently announced the release of $20 million in additional Low 
Income Energy Assistance Program funding this winter for 
households that heat with fuel oil, propane, kerosene, electricity, 
and natural gas. You can access information regarding eligibility 
and specific details of this program at http://dcf.vermont.gov/
benefits/crisis-fuel.

As the days get colder and the holidays get underway, we must 
do all we can to support our neighbors. Thank you for reading 
and ensuring no one is left behind or feeling unsafe.

Please be in touch. It’s a privilege to serve you.

LETTER TO THE EDITOR

Vets thank you
To the Editor,

Brian Decatur and I want to thank our supporters and 
customers who purchased firewood from VT Vets Firewood. 
This year we donated the proceeds from sales to Warriors Soar to 
help support their boating program, located on Lake Champlain, 
for all veterans. We also donated to Paws and Boots located in 
Bennington, which trains service dogs and their owners who are 

veteran military and first responders. Both organizations provide 
much needed help to our vets who need assistance after serving 
our country.

The communities of Underhill, Jericho, and Cambridge have 
been the reason that we are able to help and we congratulate you 
all. We’re looking forward to seeing you all next year.

Bart Johnston and Brian Decatur
VT Vets Firewood

The Talk, Vermont
Good Shepherd Lutheran Church and The Talk, Vermont invite 

you into a wide range of topics and conversations concerning 
bias and bigotry in our state and the ways people of all races, 
ethnicities, sexual orientations, and gender identities may 
overcome them. The Talk, Vermont is sponsored by the Vermont 
Racial Justice Alliance, Mount Mansfield Community Television, 
and Good Shepherd Lutheran Church, and is financially 
supported by the VT Humanities Council. Hosted by the church 
and streamed online at 7:00 PM on certain Wednesdays, October 
2022-January 2023 and moderated by the Reverend Dr. Arnold 
Isidore Thomas, Pastor, Good Shepherd Lutheran Church.

Past talks are archived for those who wish to stream them (see 
below). The program schedule runs through January 2023 as 
follows:

December 14, 7:00 PM: Children of Color Who Grew Up with 
White Parents. In a racially divided nation, and one of the whitest 
states in the country, the challenges of White parents raising 
children of another race are daunting. However, the challenges 
of those children of color being raised by White parents in a 
racially divided nation in one of the whitest states in the country 
are equally daunting. Parents and children of such families will 
share their experiences. Recommended readings: What White 
Parents Should Know about Transracial Adoption by Melissa 
Guida-Richard; In Their Voices: Black Americans on Transracial 
Adoptions by Rhonda M. Roorda. https://us02web.zoom.us/
webinar/register/WN_dLwZfIpTT6SepDDtkcdQow

January 18, 2023, 7:00 PM: A Tribute to Martin Luther 
King, Jr., 39 Steps. 39 Steps, a play written by Michael Green, 
founding producer and director of Shades of Truth Theatre in 
Harlem, NYC, is about the last week of Dr. King’s life before his 
assassination in Memphis, TN, during which we will explore the 
personal dimensions of the civil rights leader’s thoughts seldom 
seen in the public eye. Recommended reading: The Radical 
King edited by Cornel West. https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/
register/WN_fWkQccLmTfyYSJCQtSTM9Q

WORSHIP SERVICES

Other topics, with dates to be determined, include:
February 2023: The Voices of Latinx Vermonters. Latinx 

Vermonters share their common and varied experiences of living 
in Vermont. Recommended reading: Drown by Junot Diaz.

March 2023: White Supremacist Groups in Vermont. We shall 
discuss the growing prevalence of White supremacist groups in 
Vermont, the difference between free speech and intimidating 
hate speech, and what is being done to protect BIPOC residents. 
Recommended reading: White Rage: The Unspoken Truth of 
Our Racial Divide by Carol Anderson.

April 2023: Developing Black-Owned Agriculture in Vermont. 
Black farmers share their hopes and challenges of developing 
Black-owned agriculture in Vermont. Recommended reading: 
Freedom Farmers by Monica White.

May 2023: The Experience of Interracial Families in Vermont. 
What are the experiences and challenges interracial families 
encounter in Vermont, especially in areas of the state where 
the BIPOC population is scarce. Recommended reading: Race, 
Sex, and the Freedom to Marry: Loving v. Virginia by Peter 
Wallenstein.
June 2023: A Conversation with the Vermont New American 
Advisory Council. Members of the Vermont New American 
Advisory Council talk about the hopes, struggles, and support 
networks of New Americans in Vermont. Recommended 
reading: Call Me American by Abdi Nor Iftin.
All programs are archived to stream on demand through 
the Mount Mansfield Community Television website, at 
https://archive.org/details/@mount_mansfield_community_
television?query=Racism+in+america.

October 5: Black Republicans in the Era of Trump. 
Link to archived event: https://archive.org/details/
TTVTBlackRepublicans10052022.

October 12: Progressive LGBTQ Church in a Red 
State. Link to archived event: https://archive.org/details/
TTVTLGBTQ10122022.

November 2: The Hopes and Challenges of Black Democrats. 
Link to archived event will be available soon.
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Free Speech: From Core Values 
to Current Debates

by UVM’s Tom Sullivan 
and Leslie Niehoff

By Bill Schubart
I’m reading former UVM President Thomas Sullivan’s new 

book Free Speech: From Core Values to Current Debates, written 
in collaboration with Leonard Niehoff of University of Michigan 
Law School.

Apart from being a well-researched and comprehensible 
treatise on the history of the First Amendment, it creates a 
rational architecture for how to think about the tensions inherent 
in our understanding of free speech, what we want to believe and 
what we ought to consider.

I’m hardly a constitutional scholar but am finding the book 
both enlightening and evocative of my own thoughts about 
other federal issues similar to free speech — in my view, a 
characteristic of the very best books.

What other fundamental constitutional issues span the 
spectrum from absolute to relative?

Our government’s capacity to: 
• limit gun ownership (Second Amendment and Heller);
• declare war on other countries and engage in battle (War 

Powers Act);
• execute and incarcerate its citizens (Dept. of Justice);
• exercise control over procreation, gender, and sexual 

preference (state vs. federal);
• choose and practice the religion of their choice (First 

Amendment, Establishment Clause).
Looked at from today’s perspective, one of the more 

interesting questions is how accelerating advances in technology, 
communication networks, and scale have affected each of these 
issues. How do the reach and amplification technologies of 
the Internet, social media, and terrestrial networks impact the 
positive and negative aspects of free speech?

Does this amplification capacity, so often used without 
restriction, recourse, or retribution, cause us to reconsider the 
absolutist approach to free speech?

Does the freedom to lob verbal grenades and misinformation 
from anywhere alter the free-speech regulatory equation?

Times have changed from the days of the Speaker’s Corner in 
Hyde Park, London, the oldest continuous free-speech platform 
in the world, where a succession of orators takes turns expressing 
their views in public. Today, 80+% of the world’s population, 
some 6.5B people, own a smartphone, and every cellphone is 
now a speaker’s corner.

In the finest scholarly works, the author(s) don’t presume to 
answer all questions but rather try to provide us with context and 
information that raise new ones. Free Speech does this brilliantly.

As the authors point out, our understanding of the First 
Amendment has evolved substantially since its inception, when 
it was viewed pretty much as enshrining an ancient element of 

English Common Law, the right to assemble and speak.
Around World War I, the government was given wide legal 

powers to limit speech as a way to ensure a successful war effort. 
This latitude was limited somewhat in the intervening years 
but the government continued to restrict speech through World 
War II, again to secure the war effort and exert control over 
propaganda.

The demonization of Japanese and Germans and their culture, 
many of whom were American citizens like my own German 
grandparents, who refused to speak their native language for fear 
of retribution, was overlooked.

Then after World War II came the McCarthy period and the 
second “Red Scare,” in which people were casually branded as 
communists, often ending their careers. These periods remain 
enduring embarrassments to the nation today.

In the early ’60s, the emergence of an alternative culture ̶ 
“hippies,” Freedom Riders, women’s-rights activists, and anti-
war protesters — led to a spate of definitive court decisions 
limiting and defining government’s capacity to limit public 
discourse and assembly. The authors signal N.Y.Times vs. 
Sullivan as a major point of demarcation in the march towards a 
more liberal understanding of the First Amendment.

“The post-1963 era ushered in a time of substantial political 
unrest: protests over civil rights, women’s rights, the war in 
Vietnam, and other controversies raised challenging questions 
about how much protection the First Amendment extends to free 
speech that is harshly critical of the government, public officials, 
and the status quo. Beginning with this period the Court granted 
significantly more constitutional shelter to such speech than it 
had previously enjoyed. The 1960s and 1970s were the age of 
dissent. The Supreme Court made clear that dissident voices do 
not fall outside of the First Amendment’s scope.”

At night, when I finally set Free Speech down and take time to 
digest all I’ve learned, my mind inevitably evokes the range of 
similar issues to which I alluded earlier.

For example, limiting gun ownership is another issue affected 
by technology and scale. Apart from a general misunderstanding 
of the Second Amendment itself and lack of knowledge of the 
2008 Heller Amendment, the issue divides absolutists, who 
tolerate no limitation on gun ownership, from relativists who 
believe gun ownership should have some limits based on a 
rational policy that protects our society from the mounting death 
toll we’re living through.

The blunderbusses and cannon of the Founding Fathers pale 
in killing capacity to today’s modified weapons and covert 3D 
printed plastic revolvers that elude scanning devices. Death by 
gun violence in America is eight times higher than in Canada, 
which has some gun-control measures in place. This divisive 
issue is playing out in America as we speak.

Or, even as we’ve engaged in what I would deem morally 
questionable wars historically, from Korea to Vietnam, Grenada, 
Iraq, and Afghanistan, the question of who can declare war 
and under what circumstances, although constitutionally if not 
morally resolved, still begs the question, “On what criteria is 
such a decision based — something like the debunked “domino 

theory?”
Likewise, the ability of the U.S. Government to execute and 

incarcerate its citizens has evolved through many legal phases. 
Most states have eliminated the death penalty, but it is still a staple 
of U.S. federal punishment and, from a racial and demographic 
point of view, remains a hot mess of injustice. Most countries in 
the world have eliminated execution, though others, of course, 
use far worse extrajudicial killings to manage internal dissent.

And in spite of public opinion supporting access to abortion, 
the recent Supreme Court decision striking down Roe v. Wade 
called back into legal question the steadily evolving concept 
of sexual and reproductive freedom as it relates to women’s 
rights, abortion, and family planning. Indications, as expressed 
by Justice Clarence Thomas, are that Court conservatives would 
also like to take aim at contraception and LGBQT rights.

To my mind, one of the greater ironies today is the 
Establishment Clause and the Free Exercise Clause, which aims 
to protect citizens’ right to practice their religion as they please, 
so long as the practice does not run afoul of “public morals” 
or a “compelling” governmental interest. As the authors point 
out, the precise definition of “establishment” is unclear in much 
Court history, and occasionally the two clauses have been known 
to conflict with one another. Traditionally, the Establishment 
Clause meant prohibiting state-sponsored churches, such as the 
Church of England in the U.K.

As such, the groundswell of conservative support for declaring 
the United States a “Christian nation,” which has played out in 
countless legal decisions especially around language in the 
Pledge of Allegiance, defines irony.

As a child growing up in Morrisville, we did not start school 
without all standing, hand on heart and saluting the flag while 
declaring, “One nation under God…,” an innovation that began 
in 1954 under President Eisenhower. Jehovah’s Witnesses and 
atheists sought court relief from being required to repeat the 
pledge.

The very conservatives who have driven so much judicial 
selection for the last few decades through the Federalist Society 
appear to want their political goals enacted often in spite of 
Constitutional core tenets. Today, almost half the country is on 
record believing that the U.S. should be declared a “Christian 
Nation.”

Sullivan and Niehoff’s book drew me deep into the issue of 
free speech. I learned more than I ever thought I could about 
its meaning and policy ramifications in the increasingly complex 
world we live in and it led me to explore the orbits of similar 
issues that affect our lives.

I strongly recommend this work, as it’s very much a work for 
and of today. It addresses the core issues of hate speech, speech 
in public schools, academic freedom, and Internet speech in an 
accessible, readable way, and is a must-read for all who care 
about ensuring the future of our democracy.

If we are to prepare and arm ourselves against the looming 
threats to our democracy, a thorough understanding of its 
fundamentals is a necessity.

Mount Mansfield Unitarian Universalist Fellowship
Sunday services at MMUUF are held at 9:30 AM on the second 

and fourth Sundays of each month, September-June. Services are 
led by members of the fellowship and by invited guest speakers, 
including visiting UU ministers and leaders of other faiths. Each 
service explores a different topic. Worship, reflect, and sustain 
one another, within an inclusive spiritual community, built on 
values of honoring and affirming the worth of every person, 
striving for justice, participating in the world community, and 
respecting the natural web of existence. Services will be held at 
our Barn, located opposite Packard Rd. at 195 VT Rt. 15, Jericho, 
and also over Zoom; please contact info@mmuuf.org or 802-
899-2558 for how to join virtually. Learn more at www.mmuuf.
org and www.uua.org.

Jericho United Methodist Church
Jericho United Methodist Church welcomes you to grow in 

Christ with us. We hold dear the United Methodist Church’s 
motto: “Open doors. Open Hearts. Open Minds.” We recognize 
that our faith journeys are all unique, just as we as individuals are 
all unique. Know that whoever you are, whatever you do, you are 
welcome here. We believe that we grow together or not at all. All 
are welcome! Join us Sundays at 10:00 AM. There will be music, 
prayer and message from our pastor, Rev. Taeseob Cho. Please 
contact Rev. Cho at the church phone number, 802-899-4288, 
or his email, umccho@gmail.com. Located next to the Jericho 
Town Hall on VT Rt. 15.

United Church of Underhill
The United Church of Underhill is an active, vibrant 

community. We are young and old; straight and LGBTQIA; 
singles, couples, and families; believers, questioners, and 
questioning believers. We are an Open and Affirming and 
Reconciling church, which means all ARE truly welcome. We 
are the Old Fashioned Harvest Market Church, the Clutter Barn 
Church, and a church of fellowship, mission, and service. We 
gather to worship together virtually and in-person every Sunday 
morning at 10:00 AM for a traditional but lively service with 
music, and Sunday School and nursery for the children. We 
welcome you to join us for worship or just come in, be still, and 
contemplate your faith. Located at 7 Park St., Underhill. Pastor’s 
office (with voicemail) 802-899-1722; church secretary email 
secretary@ucu.church. For instructions on joining worship from 
home, please see https://unitedchurchofunderhill.com/joining-
worship-from-home/.

Second Congregational Church, Jeffersonville
The Second Congregational Church in Jeffersonville would 

like to invite all who feel called to join us for our online church 
services, Sundays at 10:30 AM. Know that no matter who you 
are or where you are in life’s journey, you are welcome at our 
church; or in this case, our web-space! https://www.facebook.
com/SecondCongregationalUCC

Jericho Congregational Church is here to help
Jericho Congregational Church — “An Historic Church 

Proclaiming an Eternal Message” on the Green in Jericho 
Center, VT. Senior Pastor, David Coons and Youth Pastor, Peter 
Anderson. Sunday School at 8:30 AM for all ages, Fellowship at 
9:30 AM, Worship Service at 10:00 AM; Nursery care provided. 
Youth group 6:15 PM Sundays in our Sunday school building. 
899-4911; officejcc@comcast.net; www.jccvt.org.

All are welcome at Good Shepherd, Jericho
You are invited to worship at Good Shepherd Lutheran 

Church on VT Rt. 15 at 9:00 AM every Sunday. The building is 
accessible — all are welcome! There are varied musical styles 
in worship services, including Folk, Contemporary, Celtic, Latin 
American, and traditional. Weekday online offerings include 
Centering Prayer. We are an open-minded Christian community 
with a focus on social justice issues, where people from different 
faith traditions, along with those who aren’t sure where they 
belong or what they believe, seek the support of a spiritual 
home. We welcome you in the name and love of Christ. More 
information is at www.goodshephrdjericho.org or contact Pastor 
Arnold Isidore Thomas at 802-899-3932 or pastorthomas@
goodshepherdjericho.org.

Calvary Episcopal Church
Calvary Episcopal Church in Jericho has now resumed 

worshipping in person on Sundays at 9:30 AM. If you would 
like worship service information, please contact the parish 
administrator at calvarychurchjericho@gmail.com, or call 802-
899-0453. All are warmly invited!

St. Thomas Catholic Church
St. Thomas Catholic Church in Underhill Center invites you 

to join us in person for the Holy Mass at 8:30 AM every Sunday. 
There is also a vigil Mass at 4:00 PM on Saturday evenings. Our 
priest, Fr. Richard Calapan, also celebrates Mass during the week, 
on Tuesdays at 6:30 PM and Fridays at 8:00 AM. Confessions are 
available on Tuesdays before Mass. Visit us at www.stthomasvt.
com or call 802-899-4632 for more information.

Waterville Union Church
We meet in person at 9:30 AM at the church; masks 

recommended. Zoom is only available when there is bad weather 
or illness of a speaker. We do not post our recorded services to 
Facebook. But information can be found at https://www.facebook.
com/watervilleunionchurch, watervilleunionchurchvt@gmail.
com; 32 Church St., Waterville.

Introducing a new section of nature-inspired comics: Insect 
Personal Columns. Apparently, insects — like humans — 
use online and print dating services. Hope you enjoy reading 
these personal ads, sometimes a bit spicy, sometimes just sweet 
and savory. Pictured are American Rose Chafers, Genus 
Macrodactylus. Explanation of name (Genus Macrodactylus): 
“big fingers” (refers to the long tarsal claws). Adults eat foliage, 
esp. grapes, also perhaps, pollen, nectar — per Bugguide                   
                                                   PHOTO BY BERNIE PAQUETTE

Provocateur
By Kimberly Madura

to find what is lost
in iced dreams

like liquid silver pouring
through

the hourglass

to go back —

maybe you don’t know anything
until you know

everything

I loved you longer
— and it is okay
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HOLIDAY GIVING OPPORTUNITIES

MISCELLANEOUS NEWS

2022 holiday giving and 
volunteering opportunities 

United Way of Northwest Vermont’s mobile-friendly Volunteer 
Connection search platform connects you to hundreds of 
volunteer needs with local nonprofits. Go to www.unitedwaynwvt.
galaxydigital.com or contact megan@unitedwaynwvt.org.

HOLIDAY GIVING
OPERATION HAPPINESS, a program of United Way of 

Northwest Vermont, helps families in Franklin and Grand 
Isle counties each year to provide holiday meals, winter wear, 
and toys. This effort helps 1000 local families each year. For 
information on how you can donate or for more information 
visit their Facebook page, https://www.facebook.com/Operation-
Happiness-1792921027472820/.

LUND’S HOLIDAY GIVING CAMPAIGN — We will be 
accepting new, unwrapped gifts again this year! There are a few 
ways you can support Lund families this holiday season:

• Set up a Holiday Giving display. This is a wonderful 
option for businesses/organizations to engage staff and clients 
in holiday giving. Lund will provide snowflakes, each with the 
wants, needs, and demographic information for a family. This 
opportunity helps community members better understand the 
family they are supporting and helps ensure that families are 
receiving the gifts they requested.

• Be Matched with a Family/Families. If you are unable to put 
up a display but still want to be matched with a family/families, 
this is for you. We will send you information based on the number 
of families you request. 

• Host a Holiday Giving Drive. Lund will provide suggestions 
regarding wants and needs across our families, and will certainly 
accept new and unwrapped items that are not on the list. These 
gifts will help supplement the requested gifts we receive and help 
to ensure that every child and family has gifts during the holiday 
season.

• Volunteer! For the first time since 2019, we will be welcoming 
client families to the Hoehl Family Building at Joy Drive. We 
are looking for volunteers to help receive gifts donations, sort 
donated gifts, and assist staff and clients in selecting holiday gifts 
that match their needs and wants.

Visit https://lundvt.org/ways-to-give/holiday-giving/ to learn 
more. If you are interested in a setting up a Lund Giving Tree 
in your place of business contact Sharon Lifschutz, Director of 
Development, 802-861-2580 or sharonl@lundvt.org.

COTS will be grateful for anything volunteers can provide for 
people, especially children, who are experiencing homelessness. 
Gift cards are an amazing way to allow parents to purchase gifts 
for their children. They are especially helpful when families move 
into shelter late in the season. There is also an Amazon wish list at 
https://www.amazon.com/registries/custom/21V47NBALU5TE/
guest-view. The address to ship or drop off packages is COTS, 95 
North Ave., Burlington, VT 05401. To schedule a drop-off time, 
call 802-343-6903.

THE GIFT OF READING — Fletcher Free Library invites 
people to share the joy of reading during their annual “Books 
for Children Gift Campaign.” Choose a picture book for children 
3-4 years old from a list of books, or make your own selections. 
Purchase books at Crow Bookshop or Phoenix Books for a 
discount, and then the books are held at the store for the library 
staff to pick up. You may also purchase at other locations and 
drop off books at either library branch by Sunday, December 11. 
Books will be accepted through December 11 to be distributed 
to children through the Burlington Head Start preschools and 
COTS shelters. For more information call Library Youth Desk, 
802-865-7216 or visit FFLkids@burlingtonvt.gov.

HOWARD CENTER — The Help is Here Client Needs 
Fund provides services to thousands of children, adults, and 
families each year, many of whom have very limited financial 
resources. Progress in addressing mental health, substance use, 
and developmental disabilities happens when basic needs have 
been met and when people have opportunities for personal 
enrichment. And so, each year we ask for gifts that will directly 
support clients to buy food and other basics and enable them to 

participate in holiday observances and cultural and educational 
activities that enrich their lives. For more information and the 
donation form, go online to http://howardcenter.org/community-
education/howard-center-giving/. Those interested in supporting 
can either send gift cards of their choosing in whatever amount 
they would like, or they can give online with a credit card (just 
choose “Help is Here Client Needs Fund” in the dropdown 
menu), or mail a check. Gift cards and checks can be mailed to: 
Howard Center, ATTN: Client Needs/Holiday Giving Fund, 208 
Flynn Ave., Suite 3J, Burlington, VT 05401.

TOYS FOR KIDS OF VERMONT — Vermont Marine Corps 
League is once again collecting new, unwrapped toys during the 
Christmas season, and oversees their distribution to children in 
need in Vermont. All money collected stays in Vermont and is used 
to purchase age-appropriate toys to supplement donations, and 
for older children. To contribute, find a collection barrel location, 
then bring new, unwrapped toy(s) to drop in the red barrel with 
white snowflakes. Volunteers who monitor the barrels collect the 
toys and distribute them to other charitable organizations like the 
Salvation Army, Light Ministries, and various church groups. 
Toys for Kids is the state’s largest Christmas toy collection 
program for kids in need, and the program is 100% volunteer. 
Our signature red collection barrels with the white snowflakes 
on them collect toys for kids. Donations may be sent to: Toys 
for Kids, P.O. Box 4092, Burlington, VT 05406. To find red 
barrel locations for 2022, go online to http://toysforkidsvt.com/
barrellocations.php. 

STEPS TO END DOMESTIC VIOLENCE — If you are 
interested in supporting Steps Holiday Giving Program this 
year, please go online to holidayprogram@stepsvt.org for more 
details. Generally, parents will provide us with wish lists for their 
children and each child receives about four gifts totaling $100. 
Volunteers/donors can donate one gift, a whole list, or as many 
as they want. 

MILTON FAMILY COMMUNITY CENTER — If you would 
like to Adopt-A-Family and provide presents for children in need 
this winter, please contact MFCC at gfenton@miltonfamilycenter.
org or 802-893-1457 and let us know how many kids you would 
like to help. We will match you with a family and provide 
information about children’s ages and wish lists, and then see 
that the items go to the right household. For more information: 
https://miltonfamilycenter.org/2022/11/01/holiday-assistance/.

SPECTRUM YOUTH & FAMILY SERVICES — Gifts With 
A Purpose. Bring the joy and hope of the holiday season to local 
youth! Local teens and young adults are desperate for a safe and 
warm place to go. You can provide these young people with a 
day of safety, warmth, and care this holiday season. Purchase a 
gift from the gift catalog by Saturday, December 24 and it will 
be matched, dollar-for-dollar, up to $20,000. To see the catalog: 
https://spectrumgiftcatalog.square.site/s/order.

THE GIFT OF FOOD
Many local agencies and groups will be providing holiday 

meals for individual and families who might otherwise go 
without. They would be grateful for any donations you can 
provide: 

Champlain Islands Food Shelf — 12 Hyde Rd., Grand Isle; 
champlainislandsfoodshelf@gmail.com 

Colchester Community Food Shelf — Nonperishable 
food donations can be made on Wednesdays, 11:00 AM – 
6:00 PM, at 245 Main St., Colchester. Learn more at https://
colchesterfoodshelf.org. 

Enosburg Food Shelf — 142 Main St., Enosburg Falls 
Fairfield Food Shelf — 124 School St., East Fairfield 
Sara Holbrook Community Center Food Pantry — Accepting 

non-perishable items including low-sugar cereal, canned meat 
and beans, fruit (canned and boxed), soups, peanut butter, 
jelly, boxed pasta, personal care products, diapers, and diaper 
wipes. 66 North Ave., Burlington. Learn more at https://www.
saraholbrookcc.orgf/food-pantry. 

The Salvation Army Greater Burlington Food Pantry — 
Accepting donations of non-perishable food, cereal and juice at 
64 Main St., Burlington, 9:00 AM – 2:00 PM, Monday-Friday. 
Learn more at https://nne.salvationarmy.org/gtburlington/food-
pantry. 

Sheldon Methodist Church — 52 Church St., Sheldon 
South Burlington Food Shelf — Accepting donations 

Thursdays 9:30 – 11:30 AM and 4:30 – 6:30 PM; and Fridays-
Saturdays 8:00 AM – 10:00 PM. 356 Dorset Street, S. Burlington. 
Learn more at https://www.southburlingtonfoodshelf.org. 

Spectrum Youth & Family Services — Want to share your joy 
and give back? Sign up to contribute to the Christmas meal for the 
teens and young adults living in our supportive housing programs 
and warming shelter! We will have around 30 youth gathering at 
the Landing, Pearl Street Residence, and our Warming Shelter 
for Christmas dinner. Sign up at https://bit.ly/2022holidaymeals. 

Williston Community Food Shelf — Seeking donations of 
non-perishable food, for pets as well as people. Most-needed 
items are cereal, canned fruit, peanut butter, jelly, juices, coffee, 
and condiments such as ketchup and mustard. Personal hygiene 
items are also accepted. Donations accepted 4:30 – 6:30 PM on 
Tuesdays, 8:30 – 11:00 AM on Thursdays and Saturdays. 400 
Cornerstone Dr., Suite 130, Williston. Learn more at https://
www.willistonfoodshilf.com. 

Winooski Food Shelf — Gratefully accepting non-perishable 
food, pet food, and hygiene products. The have an urgent need 
for baby care products such as diapers, baby food, wipes, and 
toiletries. Donations can be made at J & J’s Corner Market 
and the Winooski Senior Center. Learn more at http://www.
winooskifoodshelf.org. 

HOLIDAY VOLUNTEERING
CELEBRATION OF TREES — ANEW Place needs 

volunteers in the store space at The University Mall. Contact 
Erin Regan, eregan@anewplacevt.org. Learn more at https://
www.anewplacevt.org/cotvolunteer.html?. 

RED BARREL MONITORS — Toys for Kids of Vermont 
needs volunteers to check the red “Toys for Kids” toy donation 
barrels at various sites throughout Chittenden County. Volunteers 
will be assigned one or more barrels to check through Wednesday, 
December 21 with most of the toys coming in the last couple 
of weeks in December. Collected toys will be delivered to the 
Salvation Army in Burlington or a Williston collection site. A 
great job for a family. You do need your own transportation to the 
barrel and collection sites. To volunteer, contact toysforkidsvt@
hotmail.com. 

CHRISTMAS MEALS — Burlington Dismas House is 
looking for volunteers to help prepare portions of their Christmas 
meals at both houses. Volunteers are invited to join residents for 
the meal. For the Buell St., Burlington location, contact Hailey 
Leisten, 802-658-0381; for the East Allen St., Winooski location, 
contact Justin Adair, 802-655-0300. 

HOLIDAY PARTY HELPERS — Military Kids Vermont 
needs help with craft activities: The Vermont National Guard 
will be hosting a holiday party on Saturday, December 17, 5:30 
– 9:30 PM in South Burlington, to support military families 
and build community. Volunteers are needed to facilitate crafts 
with families. The crafts and materials with directions will be 
provided. Contact Allison Smith, Allison.smith.2@uvm.edu by 
Friday, December 2 to sign up to volunteer. 

American Legion Post 91 in Colchester will be hosting a 
holiday party on Sunday, December 18 1:30 – 4:30 PM to 
support military families and build community. Volunteers are 
needed to facilitate crafts with families. The crafts and materials 
with directions will be provided. Contact Allison Smith, Allison.
smith.2@uvm.edu by Friday, December 2 to sign up to volunteer.

H.A.N.D.S. Cardmaking — Although we won’t be able to 
deliver a meal this year, we’d still like to offer some nourishment 
and joy to older Vermonters. We’re bringing volunteers together 
to create personalized cards and then send those greetings, 
with a grocery gift card tucked in, to help with food bills over 
the holiday season. Please join our new “Season’s Eatings” 
initiative because we’ll need YOUR help to make this happen. 
To make a donation, please go online to https://www.handsvt.
org/lend-a-hand-2. Thank you very much! If you have cheery, 
non-denominational holiday cards to donate, or would like to be 
added to the volunteer list for the cardmaking sessions, contact 
Jess Hyman, jessicahymanvt@gmail.com. Thank you, always, 
for helping us get food to older adults who are low-income! 

Unique gift ideas 
from Efficiency Vermont

Electric lawn mowers, colorful light strips, free energy savings 
kits… oh my!

The Efficiency Vermont 2022 Holiday Gift Guide is available 
online at http://www.efficiencyvermont.com/blog/how-to/top-
gift-ideas-for-the-energy-saver-in-your-life.

If you’re looking for gift ideas for the energy savvy (or 
efficiency curious!) folks in your life, check out this list. It 
includes a little something for everyone, in a range of price 
points.

There are plenty of clever, unique, energy saving items that 
will help fill your loved ones with cheer.

Check it out!

By Val Davis, Executive Director, Lamoille FiberNet CUD
As the holidays quickly approach, Lamoille FiberNet 

Communications Union District (CUD) is busy putting the final 
pieces in place to begin our district-wide buildout early this 
coming year. Several service providers, both local and national, 
have notified us that they will be responding to our Operation/
Maintenance/Internet Service Provider Request for Partnership 
(RFP) that we released earlier this month. The RFP process 
includes a Q&A period where the responding companies can 
seek clarification where needed. We are compiling a master 
Q&A document so each respondent can have access to all the 
questions that were asked, along with our response. The window 
for proposals to be submitted closes the second week of January, 
so expect a partnership announcement shortly thereafter!

Our Construction Project Engineer has been “boots on the 
ground” throughout the entire county for the last couple of 
months, validating the service level data provided by the VT 
Dept. of Public Service and identifying inconsistencies to ensure 
that our planning and budgeting are accurate and valid.

Finally, we are taking delivery of additional spools of fiber, 

bringing our stockpile up to roughly 100 miles of “backbone” 
cable. Having this supply secured ensures fewer buildout delays 
due to supply chain issues.

We are looking forward to an exciting couple of months 
moving forward!

The mission of Lamoille FiberNet Communications Union 
District is to make locally controlled, affordable and reliable 
high-speed Internet service available to every address in our 
member towns — Belvidere, Cambridge, Eden, Elmore, Hyde 
Park, Johnson, Morristown, Stowe, Waterville and Wolcott — as 
soon as possible. For more info, go to http://www.LamoilleFiber.
net, or contact director@lamoillefiber.net.

Starting a child care center – 
Margaret’s story

From the Vermont Department 
for Children And Families (DCF)

Margaret Lukovits is the director of Toddler’s Morning Out — 
a center-based child care program in Hartford, VT that cares for 
children under three.

“It’s a magical age,” says Margaret. “Our program is a pre-
pre-school. It is often the first step for children. It helps prepare 
them for their eventual move into preschool.”

Getting started was a bit of a challenge. Challenges included:
• the COVID-19 pandemic;
• supply chain issues;
• a massive renovation to the building they bought; and
• becoming licensed to provide child care in Vermont.
Becoming a licensed or registered childcare program can seem 

daunting. That’s why DCF’s Child Development Division (CDD) 
has resources to help at every step along the way. This includes 
helpful guides and a highly knowledgeable support team.

The center had a very tight timeline to get off the ground.
“It was crazy, but we managed with the help of a really 

supportive team on the licensing end to pull it off. Felt like they 
wanted us to open as much as we wanted to.”

Margaret worked especially closely with Carrie, her Licensing 
Field Specialist. “Carrie was readily accessible during the 
process. She was open and flexible in meeting the program’s 
needs. She worked really hard under tight deadlines herself in 
order to have that done on time for us to have a license to open. 
The State couldn’t have been more supportive and positive and 
that really helped.”

After two years up and running, the program has established 
roots in the community. They “don’t plan on leaving ever.” 
Rather, they are looking to the future and the possibilities to 
grow.

Margaret advises anyone who is considering opening a 
licensed or registered childcare program to do their homework 
first.

• Inform yourself before you jump in. You want to understand 
what’s required to help build a timeline that meets your needs.

• Visit existing childcare programs. Seeing what’s out there 
will help you envision the program you are trying to develop.

A childcare program can have a significant impact on children 
and families. They provide services to the children they care for, 
and support the families by connecting them to state and local 
resources.

Imagine experiencing that feeling each day. Knowing that you 
are enriching the lives of children, families, and your community.

Margaret describes her program as “a fun, happy little place.” 
You can have that, too.

If you have been thinking about starting a childcare, preschool, 
or afterschool program, reach out. Take the leap!

CDD has a team dedicated to helping you pursue this 
rewarding career path. Learn more at https://dcf.vermont.gov/
cdd/providers/become.
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Libraries continued on page 8

LIBRARY NEWS

DEBORAH RAWSON MEMORIAL LIBRARY
The library is open, no appointment needed: Tuesday and 

Thursdays 10:00 AM – 8:00 PM, Wednesday and Friday 10:00 
AM – 6:00 PM, Saturday 10:00 AM – 2:00 PM, and Sunday 1:00 
– 4:00 PM. All programs meet in person at DRML

You are invited to enjoy a lovely art display at DRML. The 
library loves hosting local artists; feel free to leave your name if 
you are interested in displaying.

Ongoing
Free COVID test kits
Need an at-home COVID test kit? The Deborah Rawson 

Memorial Library is offering them ONLY through curbside pick-
up for community safety. Kits will not be available inside the 
building. Contact rawsonlibrary@drml.org or 802-899-4962 to 
arrange a pick-up so we can have them ready. Let us know the 
number of kits you need up, to four kits. Each kit contains two 
tests. We will let you know what bag number is yours.

Support the Friends of DRML! Do you shop on Amazon? 
If so, you could be supporting the Friends of DRML with your 
purchases! Simply shop as you normally would at smile.amazon.
com, select Friends of the Deborah Rawson Memorial Library 
as your charity, and Amazon will donate a percentage of your 
purchase at no additional cost to you!

Check out these great programs! All programs meet in person 
at DRML

Adult programs
Sunday, December 4, 2:00 PM: Sunday Concert Series with 

Karen McFeeters. (in-person and virtual) Karen McFeeters has 
written and recorded music for many years. Two of her four CDs 
have won best Vermont Artist selection. Karen is also the founder 
and director of the Aphasia Choir for those who have developed 
loss of speech through brain injury or trauma. Please join us in 
the Fireplace Room for this free concert! Masks not required, 
but recommended. If you would prefer to attend this concert 
virtually, please contact rawsonlibrary@drml.org.

Monday, December 5, 1:00 – 3:00 PM, and Thursday, December 
8, 6:00 – 8:00 PM: Holiday Card Workshop & Exchange. Do 
you use the same old bundle of holiday cards every year? Would 
you like to add some variety to your festive greetings by trading 
holiday cards with others? Or maybe you would like to make 
some holiday cards of your own. Either way, come join us at 
the library as we exchange and make holiday cards together! 
Materials for making cards will be provided, please just be sure 
to sign up so we know we have enough for everybody. Children 
are welcome as long as they are accompanied by an adult. You 
can sign up by emailing program_assistant@drml.org, calling 
the library (802-899-4962), or signing up at the front desk when 
you visit the library. Please feel free to sign up for either day, or 
both!

Tuesday, December 13, 7:00 – 8:00 PM: Deborah Rawson 
Book Lovers. DRBL is a monthly adult book discussion group. 
This month’s selection is Call The Midwife by Jennifer Worth. 
New members are always welcome to drop in on any meeting, 
which is always the second Tuesday of the month at 7:00 PM. 
For more information on how to join in, contact Christine@
cstaffa.com.

Wednesdays, December 14 and 28, 6:30 – 8:30 PM: Mah Jongg. 
Please join us as we explore the tile game of winds, dragons, and 
number tiles. If you like Rummy-style card games, you’ll love 
Mah Jongg! All are welcome, no experience necessary! If you 
plan to attend, please email program_assistant@drml.org. 

Thursday, December 15, 7:00 PM: Board of Trustees meeting, 
held in-person. A virtual meeting is available for those who 
wish to remain remote. Please contact Holly (drawsonmemlib@
yahoo.com) to receive the link.

Youth programs
Ongoing
Fridays, 11:00 AM (except December 23): Stories and Songs 

with the Londons. [Preschool] Come sing, dance, and listen to 
stories with the Londons!

Tuesdays, 10:30 AM: Story Time. [PreK-K] Afternoon story 
times seem to have fizzled out so let’s try the morning. We hope 
you can join us Tuesday mornings in December for stories, 
songs, and felt board fun.

Check out these great programs!
All programs meet in person at DRML. Masks are 

recommended, but optional.
Monday, November 28, 1:30 – 2:30 PM: Homeschool Social 

[all ages] Homeschool families, you’re invited to a special 
afternoon in the library just for you! Come socialize with other 
families, learn about all the resources the library has to support 
your kids’ learning, and let us know how we can support you 
even better. No registration necessary, just ring the doorbell 
when you get here.

Thursdays, December 1, 15, and 29, 3:00 – 5:00 PM: Animation 
Club. [ages 8+] Come learn the principles of animation, watch 
cool stuff, play drawing games, and create your own short 
movies. Space is limited! You must sign up by stopping by the 
library or by contacting 802-899-4962 or youth_librarian@drml.
org.

Fridays, December 2 and 16, 3:00 – 4:00 PM: LEGO Club. 
[ages 6+]. Build a doorway to a secret world, or a space garage 
sale. We want to hear the stories of your creations at LEGO Club! 
Space is limited. Please sign up by stopping by the library, or by 
contacting 802-899-4962 or youth_librarian@drml.org.

Saturdays, December 3, 10, and 17, 10:00 AM – 12:00 PM: 
Gift Crafting. [all ages] Come make something for someone you 
love this holiday season. Drop in December 3 to use our button 
machine for pins, magnets, and keychains; or on December 17 to 
fill ornaments with all kinds of wintry goodies. Signup is required 
for December 10 to make tote bags with iron-on designs cut by 
our Cricut machine and applied with our heat press. Ages 8 and 
up. Please sign up by stopping by the library, or by contacting 
802-899-4962 or youth_librarian@drml.org.

Sundays, December 4 and 18, 1:00 – 3:00 PM: Dungeons 
and Dragons. [ages 8+] This collaborative storytelling game has 
gotten so popular that we’ve added another session. There is 
room for up to two more players. Whether you have experience 
or you’re new to the game, this is the perfect time to join. Email 
youth_librarian@drml.org if you’re interested.

Wednesday, December 7, 3:30 – 5:00 PM: Minecraft Social. 
[ages 8+] Bring your own device, hop on the library wifi, and 
play some Minecraft! Play on your own server, or join a friend. 
Space is limited. Please sign up by stopping by the library, calling 

us at 899-4962 or email youth_librarian@drml.org.
Thursday, December 8, 3:00 – 4:00 PM: Introduction to 

Makey Makey. [ages 8+] Learn all about simple circuits and 
electronics with Makey Makey! Turn a bouquet of flowers into a 
piano, or some cardboard and paper clips into a game controller. 
Please sign up by stopping by the library, or by contacting 802-
899-4962 or youth_librarian@drml.org.

Wednesday, December 14, 3:30 – 5:00 PM: Read to Wyatt. 
[all ages] There is nothing better to do in the winter than snuggle 
and read with local therapy dog Wyatt the Bernese Mountain 
Dog. He loves to hear you practicing your reading, and doesn’t 
mind if you mess up the words. Sign up for a 15-minute spot 
when you stop by the library, or by contacting 802-899-4962 or 
youth_librarian@drml.org.

Thursday, December 21, 3:00 – 4:30 PM: Nintendo Switch 
Games. [ages 8+] Skateboard down a big hill in Switch Sports, or 
drive an epic race in Mario Kart. Come check out all our games 
and hang out to play.

Please visit drml.org for the most up-to-date information on 
programs at DRML. Contact information: rawsonlibrary@drml.
org; www.drml.org; 802-899-4962.

JERICHO TOWN LIBRARY
We are open 10:00 AM – 7:00 PM Tuesday, 10:00 AM – 4:00 

PM Wednesday-Friday, and 10:00 AM – 2:00 PM Saturday. We 
are completely mask-optional and fully reopened.

Don’t have a library card yet? Just drop by; getting a library 
card takes only a minute! We just need some quick contact 
information from you and you’ll be all set, no ID or anything 
else needed.

Did you know that you can borrow snowshoes from Jericho 
Town Library? We have 20 pairs in a variety of sizes that will fit 
your whole family, from preschoolers through adults! Snowshoes 
can be checked out by all Jericho Town and Deborah Rawson 
Memorial Library cardholders. Stop by the library to check 
them out, or read more at https://www.jerichotownlibraryvt.org/
beyond-books.html.

Wednesdays, 10:30 AM: Playgroup for kids under 5. This 
fall, we’ll have playgroup on Wednesdays instead of traditional 
storytime. Playgroup will take place in the children’s area on the 
second floor of the library, and will be an informal program for 
kids to just PLAY and enjoy our great collection of toys! This is 
a wonderful opportunity for children under 5 to socialize, and 
for families to connect with other parents and caregivers in the 
community.

The library is completely mask-optional, and there’s no need 
to register. If you haven’t seen it yet, our amazing second-floor 
play area was transformed a couple years ago with a generous 
gift from the King family, commemorating the life of beloved 
Jericho resident Kelly King.

The second floor also features the Makerspace and some 
beautiful mosaics by local artist Mary Lacy. Some fan-favorite 
toys in the play area are the grocery store, kitchen, puppets, 
and of course, the train set! The play area is open whenever the 
library is.

Find us on Facebook and Instagram (@jerichotownlibrary) 
for regular updates on our programs, services, and collections. 
802-899-4686, library@jerichotownlibraryvt.org, www.
jerichotownlibraryvt.org.

VARNUM MEMORIAL LIBRARY JEFFERSONVILLE
Please let us know how we can assist you by contacting 

varnumrequests@gmail.com or 802-644-2117.
Thursdays, 10:00 – 11:00 AM: Coffee and Conversations. Join 

community retirees to make connections in your community over 
a hot cup of coffee.

Saturdays, 9:30 – 10:30 AM: Tai-Chi for Fall Prevention. 
Please call to register for this free series.

The Varnum Memorial Library is open for curbside pickup 
and in-person browsing. Please continue to wear a mask.

Hours: Tuesday-Thursday 9:00 AM – 6:00 PM; Friday-
Saturday 9:00 AM – 3:00 PM. (Hours can vary week to week; 
please check the website to be certain.)

The Varnum Library is not totally ADA compliant, but does 
offer an entrance ramp.

The Varnum Library, P.O. Box 198, 194 Main St., Jeffersonville, 
802-644-2117; thevarnum@gmail.com; www.varnumlibrary.org.

WESTFORD PUBLIC LIBRARY
Congratulations to Bernhard W., the October Trails Passport 

winner of a $50 gift card to the Westford Country Store and Cafe. 
Thank you to everyone who participated in the Trails Passport 
Program. It is done for the season, but that’s no reason to stop 
hiking our beautiful town trails!

Congratulations to Walter H., the winner of our Halloween 
Walk raffle for a copy of Creepy Carrots! Thank you to all who 
came out to the Halloween Walk event — there were over 180 
kids!

The library hours of operation (meaning come in and browse 
the shelves, use the computer, grab a DVD, etc.): Tuesdays and 
Thursdays 10:00 AM – 7:00 PM, Wednesdays and Fridays 1:00 
– 7:00 PM, and Saturdays 10:00 AM – 2:00 PM, no appointments 
needed. Patrons of all ages are welcome; children under 12 must 
be accompanied by an adult. If you feel you need curbside 
service, for whatever reason, please email Bree at the library and 
we can work something out. We want nothing to impede you 
from using the library.

We are seeking artists to display their work at the library. Contact 
Librarian Bree Drapa, 802-878-5639 or westfordpubliclibrary@
gmail.com. 

Children’s events
Thursdays, 11:15 AM: Early Literacy Storytime. Ms. Bree 

presents fun stories, crafts, songs, and movement for children 
from birth to pre-school.

The Crazy 8’s Math Club, which meets on Tuesdays (grades 
K-2) and Thursdays (grades 3-4) after school, is full; those 
enrolled are provided bus transport from Westford School, with 
family pickup at the Library between 4:30 – 5:00 PM.

Adults’ events
Wednesday, November 30, 7:00 – 8:00 PM: Adult Book 

Group. November’s book is The Memoirs of Stockholm Sven 
by Nathaniel Ian Miller. This meeting will be on Zoom with 
the author! (Link will be sent to club members, or check on 
Facebook /FPF.) A runner-up for the Vermont Book Award, this 
historical fiction novel is full of sparse prose and memorable 
characters. Print copies at the Library (preferred method), ebook 
and audiobook available on Libby, although you might have to 
place it on hold.

Events for everyone
Library Puzzle Swap is back — bring in those puzzles! Do you 

need some new puzzles to get you through the winter? Have you 
done all of your puzzles and want some new ones? Don’t buy 
more — swap them! The Third Ever Westford Puzzle Swap is 
Coming! Drop off complete (must have all pieces) puzzles at the 
library during open hours by Tuesday, November 29. Bins will 
be available to sort at drop off. Kids’ and adult puzzles accepted. 
Then come back for the swap on Wednesday, November 30, 1:00 
– 7:00 PM and on Saturday, December 3, 10:00 AM – 2:00 PM. 
This is completely free — take what you will do. This was so 
popular the last two last years, we’ve made it an annual event!

Thursdays, 6:30 – 9:00 PM, Fiber Arts is back as the Maker 
Group, now open to all makers — whether you knit, crochet, 
make jewelry, sketch, paint, paper craft, or any other art — or if 
you’re a tinkerer — all are welcome!

The Westford Public Library is part of an early cohort of VT 
libraries to pilot the Palace Project! Made possible by the VT 
Department of Libraries, the Palace Project App offers access to a 
rich collection of eBook and eAudiobook content for all ages and 
in multiple languages. Westford Public Library cardholders are 
welcomed to join us in trying out this new product. To get started, 
download the Palace Project App to your smart phone or tablet. 
Select “Westford Public Library” as your home library, followed 
by your library card number and password. Your password is 
your last name with the first letter capitalized. Please note that 
this is a relatively new, evolving product. At present, Palace does 
not support browser use on desktop/laptop computers, and is 
not currently available for Kindle. Users cannot use the app to 
reserve or place holds on items. And there may be other hiccups 
too, along the way! At least it’s free!

The Westford Food Shelf is now open twice a month, on the 
first Wednesday of each month (December 7), 4:30 – 5:30 PM, 
on the third Saturday (December 17), 8:00 – 9:00 AM. With 
increased openings, they need more inventory! The Westford 
Public Library has food collection bins at all curbside pickups 
from now on. These bins are for non-perishable food and 
household items.

Find us on Facebook (www.facebook.com/
westfordpubliclibrary) and Twitter (www.twitter.com/
WestfordVT_pl). Bree Drapa, Librarian. 802-878-5639; http://
westfordpubliclibrary.org; westfordpubliclibrary@gmail.com. 

FAIRFAX COMMUNITY LIBRARY
The library will be closed Saturday-Monday, December 24-26 

and Saturday-Monday, December 31-January 2.
All events are free unless noted. Pre-registration required; 

please sign up at least one week before the program date; call 
802-849-2420 or email libraryfairfax@gmail.com.

Hours: Mondays, Wednesdays, and Fridays 10:00 AM – 5:30 
PM (Fridays, 4:15 PM); Tuesdays and Thursdays 9:00 AM – 
7:00 PM; and Saturdays 9:00 AM – 1:00 PM.

Youth events
Tuesday, December 6, 3:00 PM: LEGO Club. It’s back! Kids 

ages 6+ enjoy themed Lego play after school. Please register.
Wednesday, December 7, 3:00 PM: Light-up Holiday Cards. 

Learn how to make a holiday card that really lights up! Materials 
provided. Ages 8+ Please contact libraryfairfax@gmail.com or 
802-849-2420 to register!

Wednesdays, December 7, 14, 21, and 28, 10:30 AM: 
Preschool Story Time. Join us for stories and songs! Children’s 
books will be available to check out as well. Before you leave, 
pick up an activity to make at home!

Wednesday, December 14, 1:00 PM: No-Sew Pillows. Make a 
cozy, squishy pillow without having to sew! Materials provided. 
Ages 8+ Please contact libraryfairfax@gmail.com or 802-849-
2420 to register!

Wednesday, December 21, 3:00 PM: Gingerbread Houses. 
Construct and decorate your own gingerbread house! Materials 
provided. Ages 8+ Please contact libraryfairfax@gmail.com or 
802-849-2420 to register!

Saturday, December 17, 10:00 AM: Snowmen Building 
Crafternoon. Join us for an extra-cozy Crafternoon! Kids will 
be challenged to make their very best snowman out of a variety 
of materials. Materials, food, and drinks will be provided! Ages 
6+ but we encourage the whole family to attend! Please contact 
libraryfairfax@gmail.com or 802-849-2420 to register!

Adult events
Saturday, December 10, 11:00 AM: Recycled Book Pine 

Trees. Learn how to make lovely decorative pine trees out of old 
paperbacks! Materials provided. Please contact libraryfairfax@
gmail.com or 802-849-2420 to register!

Thursday, December 16, 4:00 PM: Library Book Club. This 
month the book club will be reading The Keeper of Lost Things 
by Ruth Hogan. Book club will meet in-person at the library; 
a Zoom link will be available for anyone who wants to attend 
remotely. If you would like to borrow a copy of the book, or 
request the Zoom link, please contact fairfaxlibrarian@gmail.
com or 802-849-2420. All are welcome!

For up-to-date info about programs, visit our website www.
fairfaxvtlibrary.org, where you can also find a link to the 
interactive Google calendar. 75 Hunt Street, Fairfax; 802-849-
2420.

RICHMOND LIBRARY
The Library has a new website. Same address, different look: 

http://richmondfreelibraryvt.org. We’re still adding new content, 
but you’ll find the same links to the catalog, digital resources, 
and program announcements.

Weekly children’s programs at the Library run from 
September-May and follow the MMUUSD schedule for vacation 
days and weather closure days.

Wednesdays, 10:00 AM – 12:00 PM: Storytime/Playgroup 
The good times kick off with stories and action songs in the 
Library Community Room and then the toys come out for free 
play with friends new and old. Co-sponsored by the Library and 
the Lund Center. Kids from infant-5 and their grown ups are 
invited to join the fun.

Mondays, 10:30 AM: Baby Laptime. This short, active 
storytime is for our youngest little book lovers and their grown 
ups. We’ll look at picture books, sing simple songs, do some 
rhyming and bouncing, and sometimes get out the shakers and 
scarves. This program is designed for infants and early toddlers.

Monthly, third Fridays (December 16): Hora De Cuento 
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(Spanish Storytime). Are you interested in hearing some great 
stories in Spanish? Join Spanish speaker Chichi Barrett for thirty 
minutes of picture book stories and rhymes. This program is a 
great introduction to Spanish for young children and a nice way 
for parents of older children placed in the Spanish Immersion 
Program to hear the language. Join us in the Community Room.

Stitch it Up! Need to do some sewing but don’t own a sewing 
machine? Library to the rescue! Borrow our Brother XM2701 
Sewing Machine. Ask for it at the desk.

The library has a variety of other “non-book” items to lend: 
a firewood moisture meter; blood pressure monitors; a Kill-0-
Watt electricity meter; snowshoes for adults and youth. STEAM 
kits include a singing drum and meditation kit, a bird-watching 
kit, and other kits. StoryTime Bags contain five picture books 
and songs on various themes such as Friends, Pets, The Seasons, 
Things That Move, Numbers, and more.

New digital service with Hoopla: Borrow and enjoy 
audiobooks, eBooks, comics, movies, TV, magazines, or music 
everywhere you have a screen: your computer, your phone, your 
car, even your TV. All you need is your library card. Most titles 
can also be downloaded to your phone or tablet. Hoopla offers 
more content, in more places, than any other digital library 
platform. Links to Hoopla titles appear in the catalog (rfl.kohavt.
org) or go directly to hoopladigital.com.

(Mostly) Fiction Book Group: contact Gwen Landis, 802-
434-5012 or gwennie1972@yahoo.com, for information on 
participating.

Mystery Book Group: contact Maureen Parent, 802-434-2055 
or msparent@gmavt.net, for information on participating.

Library hours: open for in-person browsing and pick-up at 
the circulation desk on Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, and Friday, 
10:00 AM – 5:00 PM; Wednesday, 10:00 AM – 8:00 PM; and 
Saturday, 10:00 AM – 2:00 PM. Contact us at 802-434-3036 
(leave a message after hours) or rfl@gmavt.net.

Richmond Free Library, 201 Bridge St., P.O. Box 997, 
Richmond, VT 05477; 802-434-3036; fax 802-434-3223; http://
richmondfreelibraryvt.org.

BROWNELL LIBRARY, ESSEX JUNCTION
Contact us at frontdesk@brownelllibrary.org or 802-878-

6955.
Brownell Library, 6 Lincoln St., Essex Junction. Contact Main 

Desk 802-878-6955, Youth Desk 802-878-6956, Reference Desk 
802-878-6957, or frontdesk@brownelllibrary.org.

ESSEX FREE LIBRARY
Library Hours: Monday-Friday, 10:00 AM – 6:00 PM; 

Saturday 9:00 AM – 2:00 PM.
The Giving Season is upon us! Please help us support our 

neighbors who utilize Aunt Dot’s Place. We are collecting 
shampoo and conditioner, toothpaste and toothbrushes, laundry 
and dish detergent, and other cleaning supplies through the 
twelfth day of Christmas (Friday, January 6). Thanks for 
contributing if you can!

Children’s area
Wednesdays: Story Time with Ms. Emily, in the Children’s 

Area.
Check out Excellent Ed’s STORYWALK® located along the 

fence in the back garden.
Fridays: Grab ’n Go Craft Kits while supplies last!
Fairy Village: Those tricky fairies are on the move! Find 

where they’re reading their favorite books.
Adult area
Tuesdays, 1:00 – 3:00 PM: Drop-In Knitting/Needlecraft 

Group. Bring your project or start a new one!
Tuesdays, 10:30 – 11:30 AM beginning December 6: Tech 

Time. Want to learn how to download audio and ebooks? Use 
a Chromebook, laptop, or cell phone? Learn a language online? 
Use free library digital resources? Drop in with your device 
and your questions. We’ll do our best to answer them! No 
appointment needed.

Thursday, December 1, 12:00 – 1:00 PM: Noon Book Group. 
We’ll be discussing The Third Man by Graham Greene. Stop by 
the library to get your copy! In January, we’ll discuss the Vermont 
Reads pick The Most Costly Journey / El Viaje Mas Caro. 

Wednesdays, 1:00 – 3:00 PM: Hand And Foot Canasta. To 
confirm schedule during the holidays, contact 802-879-0313 or 
essexfreelibrary@essex.org.

Fridays beginning December 2, 1:00 – 3:00 PM: RUMMIKUB. 
No need to RSVP, just drop in and meet up with other players at 
the reserved table in the Mezzanine.

Creative Cards with Noreen meets in the Library Community 
Room; for adults only. Come and learn how to make two different 

cards. Watch the website (www.essexfreelibrary.org) for date and 
sign-up link! 

Museum Passes are available for year ’round fun! Echo 
Museum, Shelburne Farms, Shelburne Museum, Vermont History 
Museum, and Vermont History Center. For more information, go 
online to http://Essexfreelibrary.org/MuseumPasses.

Library Of Things highlights: games and puzzles for family 
gatherings and cozy times! Many to choose from for all ages 
in the Children’s and Adult section. Challenge yourself to learn 
a new game or revisit an old favorite. Requesting donations: 
seeking games and puzzles for our Library of Things. Please call/
email first due to limited space!

Find out “What’s New” weekly: http://Essexfreelibrary.
kohavt.org/?browseCategory=essexfreelib_aspen_new_books.

Digital Resources: https://essexfreelibrary.kohavt.org/
DigitalResources. Check out the digital resources offered with 
your Library Card: Consumer Reports, Libby/ Overdrive, Mango 
Language, Universal Class, and more!

Check us out on Facebook and Instagram for updates on 
events! Share with us too @essexfreelibrary; website https://
www.essexfreelibrary.org/.

Essex Free Library, 1 Browns River Rd., Essex; 802-879-
0313; essexfreelibrary.com

Westford Public Library 
seeking new trustee

By Bree Drapa, Librarian, Westford Public Library
A big thank you to Peggy Rodgers, who has served as a trustee 

for the past ten years. The Library is looking for a new trustee 
to fill Peggy’s place. Trustees must be Westford residents and at 
least 18 years old.

Hands Across Westford’s SnowPals and Mittens fundraiser 
is back! Begun in 2020 to benefit the Westford Common 
Hall, it was organized by founders Jenny Hughes and Eliza 
Lamphere, joined this year by Heather Armata. Originally it 
was just mittens, but we added SnowPals this year! The designs 
are attached to stakes and primed, so all you have to do is get 
creative and crafty and turn your cutout into anything your 
imagination allows! Ordering is easy at https://westford-
common-hall-2307.myshopify.com where you can securely 
purchase cutouts with debit/credit cards or through PayPal. 
Funds raised through this winter will be used to purchase 
a projector and screen, so we can expand our hall usage to 
include showing movies, documentaries, slideshows for 
presentations, and digital art displays. We hope that everyone 
in Westford and beyond will participate in Hands Across 
Westford, to bring some beauty and joy to the landscape during 
the winter months, along with a feeling of connectivity and 
community spirit!                                 PHOTOS CONTRIBUTED

Jericho through the Eyes of an Artist: Present, Past 
and Future at the Jericho Town Hall presents an exhibit of 
established and emerging artists scheduled to run through 
Saturday, December 31, 2022. For more information see the 
Jericho Town website, http://jerichovt.org/. The exhibit is one 
of an ongoing series of shows that are part of a collaborative 
effort between the Town of Jericho and a committee of volunteers 
involved in the arts. Committee members include Catherine 
McMains, SelectBoard; Emilie Alexander, gallery owner; and 
artists Dianne Shullenberger and Carla Hochschild.

The 33rd Women’s Festival of Crafts is thrilled to announce 
that we are still here creating and have gone virtual again for 
the 2022 Holiday Season! Shop with over 70 unique Vermont 
artists from the comfort of your home! We will be showcasing 
many past vendors and an array of new artists this year. No need 
to sign up for anything, just head to our website (http://www.
womensfestivalofcrafts.com) at your leisure for direct links to all 
of this year’s vendors. Make sure to follow our instagram (@
womensfestvt) and FB (@womensfestivalofcrafts) for special 
promotions, product features, and giveaways, running now 
through Friday, December 16. We hope that you shop small 
and local again this holiday season! We miss seeing all of our 
customers in person and we thank you for the many Women’s 
Fest events you’ve supported in the last 33 years!

Third annual Christmas Coffee house Sunday, December 4, 
5:00 – 7:00 PM, Jeffersonville Second Congregational Church, 
Jeffersonville. Calling musical performers young and young 
at heart. Please join us to benefit the Jeffersonville Second 
Congregational Church, which houses many important community 
events like the Food Shelf, AA meetings, Bone Builders, etc. We 
will be serving hot drinks and goodies. We will be caroling around 
town afterward if weather permits as well. Please contact Annie 
Rheaume, 802-309-8158, if you are interested in performing a 
couple holiday-based songs. The more the merrier! Hope to see 
you there!

The Emile A Gruppe Gallery, 22 Barber Farm Rd., Jericho. 
Gallery hours: Thursday-Sunday, 10:00 AM – 3:00 PM or by 
appointment, 802-899-3211.

BTV Winter Market at City Hall Park, Burlington, sponsored 
by Burlington City Arts and Love Burlington through Friday, 
December 23, on Fridays (2:00 – 6:00 PM), Saturdays (12:00 – 
6:00 PM), and Sundays (12:00 – 4:00 PM). This European-style 
outdoor market will feature a rotating group of 20 talented local 
artists, makers, and food vendors in a festive atmosphere that will 
capture the spirit of the season in City Hall Park. Hot cocoa, cozy 
fire pits, and the glow of knowing you’re supporting local makers 
will keep you warm and toasty while you enjoy this vibrant, 
joyful space for our community to gather and celebrate the most 

wonderful time of the year. For more information: https://www.
burlingtoncityarts.org/event/btv-winter-market. 

Handbell concerts coming in the New Year: The Northern 
Bronze Handbell Ensemble is pleased to announce a Winter 2023 
concert series, Bells of Good Cheer. We hope you will join us to 
celebrate the season and ring in the New Year! Experience the 
beautiful sounds of handbells at any one of our three concerts in 
January:

• Friday, January 6, 7:00 PM, St. James Episcopal Church, 4 
St. James Place, Essex Junction;

• Saturday, January 7, 7:00 PM, South Hero Congregational 
Church, 4 South St., South Hero;

• Sunday, January 8, 3:00 PM, Faith United Methodist Church, 
899 Dorset St., S. Burlington.

Tickets are available at the door; admission is $15, $12 
for seniors, $30 for a family. We are proud to celebrate our 
performance of beautiful handbell music after a two-year hiatus. 
Please join us in the celebration!

Join the Idea Exchange for Teaching Artists. The Vermont 
Arts Council and Teaching Artists Connect have launched Idea 
Exchanged for teaching artists, a series of five virtual, bi-monthly 
meetings through May 2023, with goals to build community, 

Trustees have four main tasks:
Advocacy: They are a voice for the library in the community. 

They can answer questions, talk about services, and spread 
library love throughout the community.

Fundraising: Trustees run the annual Fourth of July Book 
Sale. They also create the yearly Town-supported budget.

Policy: Trustees review and shape library policies to keep 
them relevant to the times and the community.

Support: They work closely with the Library Director on any 
other tasks that need addressing.

Trustees meet monthly on the second Wednesday of the month 
at 7:00 PM. Current trustees are: Patty Pittala, Pat Hechmer, 
Vicky Ross, and Leanne Saddlemire. Joining the board allows 
you to help plan and shape the library for the future of Westford. 
We are looking for board members who use the library in diverse 
ways, especially digital users and people whose children use the 
library. Trustees must be willing to step into a variety of roles. 
It is the trustees’ practice to rotate its officers and committee 
members each year.

Westford Public Library enjoys a great reputation in town and 
the Vermont library community. Help support our library and 
our wonderful director and staff by becoming a library trustee. 
Commitment and enthusiasm required.

Interested in applying to be a trustee? Send a brief letter 
of intent to the Board of Trustees ℅ Bree Drapa, our library 
Director, at westfordpubliclibrary@gmail.com, or drop it off at 
the library. Tell us something about yourself and why you are 
interested in becoming a library trustee.

Letters must be received by Friday, December 9. Candidates 
will be interviewed before a final appointment recommendation 
is made to the Selectboard, whose approval is required. 
Appointments made before January 30, 2023 will also need to 
run on March 2023 Town ballot (don’t worry, we can explain 
the process).
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provide support, share skills, and offer networking. Topics vary. 
Upcoming sessions, 4:00 – 6:00 PM, are:

• November 30, 2022: Teaching strategies and best practices;
• January 25, 2023: Nuts and bolts: The business of being a 

teaching artist;
• March 29, 2023: Marketing and communications;
• May 31, 2023: Successful collaborations.
Learn more and register at https://www.vermontartscouncil.

org/grants/schools/teaching-artists.
Creative Futures Grants call for applications: Funding is 

available for both non- and for-profits. During its 2022 session, 
the VT Legislature allocated $9M of American Rescue Plan Act 
(ARPA) funds to the Vermont Arts Council for grants to creative 
sector entities that have sustained economic harm due to the 
Covid-19 pandemic. Awards of up to $200,000 will be available 
to creative sector non- and for-profit businesses, including sole 
proprietors, that can demonstrate economic harm caused by or 
exacerbated by the Covid-19 pandemic. Funding amounts will 
be based on 2019 (pre-pandemic) operating revenue. These 
funds are for any regular operating expenses including but not 
limited to payroll and benefits, utilities, rent, and insurance. 
Applications will be evaluated using the following criteria: 
severity of Covid-19 pandemic harm, community and cultural 
impact, economic impact. Full details are on the grant program 
web page. The seven segments of the creative sector economy 
(the collective enterprises, organizations, and individuals whose 
products and services are rooted in artistic and creative content) 
comprise Vermont’s creative economy: culture and heritage; 
design; film and media; literary arts and publishing; performing 
arts; specialty foods; and visual arts and crafts. The program will 
be open for three rounds: the deadline for round 1 has passed. 
Round 2 opens January 3 with deadline February 28, 2023, 
notifications by mid-April; round 3 opens May 1, deadline June 
30, 2023, notifications by mid-August. Applications that are 
not funded in one round may be reconsidered in the next round. 
Virtual Grantseeker Workshops to help applicants find out about 
the Creative Futures grant program and the application process, 
get tips for a strong application, and get questions answered. 
Workshops will be recorded and posted on the Council’s website 
after the event; closed captioning will be provided. We invite you 
to contact us with specific accommodations you need to facilitate 
your participation in the workshop. Contact Michele Bailey, 504/
ADA coordinator, mbailey@vermontartscouncil.org or 802-402-
4614. Voice and relay calls welcome. For questions about the 
grant program, contact creativefutures@vermontartscouncil.org.

Burlington City Arts (BCA) Center fall exhibitions: Our 
current exhibitions are Valerie Hird: The Garden of Absolute 
Truths and Bill McDowell: Roxham Road to North Elba. On 
the first floor, Hird uses large-scale paintings, animated videos, 
and three-dimensional sculptures to present a provocative 
visual exploration of humanity’s shared myths in The Garden 
of Absolute Truths. And on the second floor in Roxham Road 
to North Elba, McDowell’s powerful photographic installation 
thoughtfully engages with the ongoing legacy of racism and 
social justice in America. At the Burlington City Arts Center, 135 
Church St., Burlington, Wednesdays-Fridays 12:00 – 5:00 PM 
and Saturdays 12:00 – 8:00 PM.

Art / Music / Theater continued from page 8

Heliand, the virtuoso woodwind chamber music group, will offer a fresh new program called Heliand Winds for the holiday 
season at the Westford Common Hall, 21 Brookside Rd., Westford on Sunday, December 18, 4:00 – 5:00 PM. Along with regulars 
Katie Oprea playing oboe and Rachael Elliot on bassoon, guest performers Dan Liptak on clarinet and Hilary Goldblatt on flute 
will join them to round up the quartet. Heliand offers an engaging repertoire of classical music from the baroque through 20th 
century contemporary genre featuring the eclectic mix of the most compelling music of our time, the Heliand Winds program will 
bring an exciting, hour-long concert featuring a variety of instruments to fill out a program of the highest caliber including folk 
songs and classical compositions. Expect a lovely hour of delightful holiday music with Heliand. Free will donations. For more 
information contact Mike, 802-363-0930.                                                                                                       PHOTO CONTRIBUTED

Local Underhill, VT authors Sandy Murphy and Karen Neeson recently published a fiction science-themed graphic novel, Our 
Scrumptious Lake PHYTOTASTIC!, which focuses on the interdependence of Lake Champlain and its fragile aquatic ecosystem. 
Drawing from their experience as mothers and educators, their story is crafted to stir empathy, evoke laughter, give hope, and 
inspire lake stewardship. Whimsical characters take you on a journey revealing Lake Champlain’s cultural and natural history 
facts while addressing contemporary social emotional topics. It is a perfect holiday gift for readers young and old, particularly 
suited for upper elementary and middle school students, but appeals to all water lovers. Purchase this book at local bookstores or 
go to www.phytotasticlakes.com.                                                                                                           PHOTO CONTRIBUTED
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MOUNTAIN GAZETTE RATE SHEET 2022
6558 VT RTE 116, STARKSBORO, VT 05487

802-453-6354     mtngazette@gmavt.net
www.mountaingazetteofvermont.com

The Mountain Gazette is the hometown newspaper 
for Bolton, Cambridge, Jeffersonville, Jericho, Underhill and Westford, Vermont.

We store deliver copies of the paper in Bolton, Cambridge, Jeffersonville, Jericho, Underhill, Westford, 
Hinesburg, Huntington, Richmond, Fairfax, Essex and Essex Junction.

TOTAL REGULAR  CIRCULATION - 4500
(During the pandemic it has varied at the present time we are back up to 3500 

and rising. We plan to be back to full circulation by May 2022.)

OPEN RATE
$8.25 COLUMN INCH
Column width 1 7/16"

Listings below are measured width x height

Business card - $33.00
3 1/4" x 2"      

1/16 page - $49.50
3 1/4" x 3"     

1/12 page - $66.00
3 1/4" x 4"     

1/8 page - $99.00 
3 1/4" x 6" 

5" x4” 

1/4 page - $170.00
3 1/4" x 12"

5" x 8"
6 1/2" x 6"

1/2 page - $290.00
10 1/4" x 8" 
 5" x 15 1/2"

Full page - $390.00
10 1/4 " x 15 1/2"

Business directory ads: $18 each, must buy 5 consecutive issues ($90.00 pre-paid) 
No changes. Size 3 1/4" x 1 1/2"

Classified ads: $6.50 for 25 words, 10 cents for each additional word

Prepaid contracts available - Save up to 20%. 
Purchase six ads of any size and run within 12 month.

Call Brenda Boutin, advertising manager at 802-453-6354 for details

Subscriptions $35.00 per year - 24 issues

Inserts 1-4 pages, 8 1/2" x 11" Cost $45.00 prepaid per 1000
Must purchase full circulation

Publication First and Third Thursday/Month
Deadlines: Thursday before publication

Copy - 12:00 Noon
Advertising 5:00 PM

The Mountain Gazette, 6558 VT RTE 116, Starksboro, VT 05487
Phone: 802-453-6354     mtngazette@gmavt.net

www.mountaingazetteofvermont.com
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PROPERTY MAINTENANCE

FOREST MANAGEMENT

BUSINESS DIRECTORY

CLASSIFIED ADS

SENIOR NEWS

Notice of Nondiscriminatory 
Policy as to Students:
The Children’s Institute At Jericho admits students of 
any race, color, national and ethnic origin to all the rights, 
privileges, programs, and activities generally accorded 
or made available to students at the school. It does not 
discriminate on the basis of race, color, national and 
ethnic origin in administration of its educational policies, 
admissions policies, scholarship and loan programs, and 
athletic and other school-administered programs.

Lea Van Winkle
Broker . Agent
GRI, E-Pro, Broker

580 Mountain Road, P.O. Box 1404
Stowe, Vermont 05672
o 802.253.7267   c. 802.363.3890
lea.vanwinkle@fourseasonssir.com
fourseasonssir.com 
each office is independly owner and operated

REAL ESTATE BROKER

Underhill/Jericho 
Playgroup has restarted

The Underhill/Jericho Playgroup has started up again this 
fall! This open playgroup will be held in the UID Building 
multipurpose room at 10 River Rd., Jericho, every Wednesday 
from 9:30 – 11:00 AM. We follow the MMUUSD calendar.

Geared toward children birth-5, this is a great opportunity for 
kiddos and caregivers to socialize and create connections within 
our community. There is no registration required, masks are 
optional, bring your own snack. We will also play outside on the 
playground when possible, so please dress for the weather.

Email underhillplaygroup@gmail.com to sign up for 
reminders and updates. Hope to see you there!

New grant for afterschool programs 
For every Vermont youth in an afterschool program, there’s 

another one waiting to get in. Vermont Afterschool’s Room for 
Me Grant can help by expanding existing afterschool programs 
and starting new ones.

Our kids need a place to go. Let’s make room for them! For 
more information: https://vermontafterschool.org/room/.

LNSU Community 
Conversation about our schools

Lamoille North Supervisory Union will host a Community 
Conversation about our schools on Monday, December 12. Join 
us for a chance to boost your holiday shopping budget while 
providing Lamoille North Supervisory Union with important 
perspectives and input. This free Community Conversation 
will be held from 5:00 – 7:00 PM in the Community Education 
Center (CEC) at Green Mountain Technology and Career Center, 
738 VT Rt. 15, Hyde Park.

The evening is an opportunity to engage with school 
administrators, leadership, and school board representatives 
from your community, and will include small and large 
group discussions, interactive opportunities in the room, and 
presentations by LNSU students. Food and drinks will be 
provided, and childcare is available to those who need that 
support to attend.

Adult attendees have an opportunity to win a (1) $150 or one of 
two (2) $50 Amazon gift cards donated by community members. 
The three winners will be drawn at the end of the evening.

Register online at http://bit.ly/3Ex6mQX.

Jeri Hill XYZ Seniors 
holiday luncheons

The holidays are coming and Jeri Hill XYZ Seniors are getting 
ready with two upcoming meetings and luncheons. All local 
seniors are invited to join us!

The dates for the next meetings and luncheons are:
• Wednesday, December 14, at the Catalyst Church on 

Raceway Road, Jericho, where the catered luncheon will have a 
Christmas theme. Lunch starts at 11:30 AM.

For more information, please reach out to Doug Keith, 802-
899-2582; Loreen Teer, 802-899-1363; Murray Hunt, 802-324-
9641; or Joanne Blodget, 802-899-2040.

News of Westford Seniors
What a fabulous turnout and feast we had for our Thanksgiving 

Senior Luncheon! We welcomed many familiar faces and even a 
few new ones.

Please join us for our Holiday Luncheon on Monday, December 
12 at the Red Brick Meeting House. Doors open at 11:30 AM for 
visiting, and the meal service begins at 12:00 PM. Bring your 
singing voices, as we will have a holiday sing-along with Linda 
Martin. If you need a ride, just reach out. See you soon!

For more information contact one of our co-presidents Mary 
Fay, 802-878-1215, and Cori Hill, 802-878-7415.

Tai-Chi for fall prevention
A free beginner-level Fall Prevention Tai Chi class will be 

offered at the Varnum Library, Jeffersonville, led by Valerie 
Valcour RN, a certified Tai Chi Vermont Instructor, Saturdays, 
9:30 – 10:30 AM. The class began on November 5 and will 
continue through December (except December 24). Wear 
comfortable shoes and loose-fitting clothes.

Fall Prevention Tai Chi is a Sun Style form of Tai Chi. It is a 
variety of movements and forms that specifically work on fall 
prevention strategies like weight transference, mindfulness, 
and balance. Fall Prevention Tai Chi is a low-impact physical 
activity program proven to reduce falls and arthritis pain and 
decrease depression, anxiety, and osteoporosis. The sessions 
include gentle range-of-motion exercises that are suitable for 
every fitness level and ability. These enjoyable and motivational 
classes may be taken either standing or sitting in a chair. 

Call the Varnum Memorial Library for more information and 
to register (802-644-2117) or drop in and sign up. AmeriCorps 
Seniors and Central Vermont Council on Aging are excited to 
partner with Varnum Memorial Library to offer this program.

Winter is almost here — MMV 
can help you weather the weather

Are you over 50? Live in Cambridge, Underhill, or Jericho?
Mount Mansfield Villages (MMV) is a local non-profit 

that provides services to its members through neighborhood 
volunteers. We offer grocery shopping, transportation, sidewalk 
shoveling, friendly visits or phone calls, social activities, light 
home maintenance, and technology coaching.

Our membership fee is only $240 per year for an individual, or 
$300 per year for a household. We have plenty of scholarships to 
cover the fees — just ask.

Come join us. We have 61 members and 51 volunteers. You 
can become either or both!

Please visit our website at http://www.Mountmansfieldvillages.
org or email us at Mountmansfieldvillages@gmail.com and we 
would be happy to answer any questions.

Volunteers needed 
to support our older neighbors

Since 1974, Age Well has been part of Vermont’s Area 
Agencies on Aging, coordinating services and care for older 
adults throughout Addison, Chittenden, Franklin, and Grand 
Isle Counties. Age Well provides services and resources to older 
Vermonters (60+) such as Meals on Wheels, community meals, 
restaurant ticket programs, special events, care and service 
coordination, and health and wellness opportunities like Tai Chi. 
All programs and services are offered at no cost to those that 
receive services.

Age Well continues to seek new volunteers to visit with older 
Vermonters in their homes. You can help older Vermonters by 
providing a regular friendly visit, grocery shopping, errands, 
assistance with medical appointments, delivering Meals on 
Wheels, organizing, bill paying, caregiver respite, minor 
home repairs, and veterans visiting other veterans, and more. 
Volunteers feel an incredible sense of satisfaction and reward 
seeing the impact they have on those they support.

Time commitment is based on your availability — it can vary 
from one day a week to two days a month (Monday-Friday, 8:00 
AM – 4:00 PM). If you are interested please contact Age Well’s 
Volunteer Department, 802-662-5249 or volunteer@agewellvt.
org.

Free grandparent 
refresher class

You raised your child and now they are having a child!
Stay up-up-to date with best practices for keeping the newest 

member of your family safe with the virtual Grandparent 
Refresher class, a free one-hour class. Topics include: Safe Sleep, 
Car Seats, Childproofing, Social Media, and so much more!

The class will be offered on Monday, December 5, 12:00 PM; 
Friday, March 17, 2023, 12:00 PM; and Tuesday, June 6, 2023, 
3:00 PM.

Register and join online at http://UVMHealth.org/
Grandparents-Refresher.

Place your classified ad 
in the Mountain Gazette 

for a nominal charge.

The first 25 words for $6.50 
and ten cents 

for each additional word.

Contact Brenda Boutin
at mtngazette@gmavt.net

to reach readers in our regular 
coverage area of

Bolton, Jericho, Underhill, 
Cambridge, Jeffersonville, 

Westford, plus
Hinesburg, Huntington, 

Richmond, Essex 
and Essex Junction. 

SCHOOL NEWS

PUBLIC NOTICE

BUSINESS DIRECTORY

WE HAVE ROOM 
FOR YOUR 

BUSINESS AD HERE.

2 columns x 1.5”
$18.00 each

No change ads
Must purchase 5 consecutive issues

$90.00 prepaid.

2 columns x 3”
$25.00 each

No change ads
Must purchase 5 consecutive issues

$125.00 prepaid.

2 columns x 4”
$35 each

No change ads
Must purchase 5 consecutive issues

$175.00 prepaid.

Contact Brenda Boutin
at mtngazette@gmavt.net

to reach readers in our regular 
coverage area of

Bolton, Jericho, Underhill, 
Cambridge, Jeffersonville, 

Westford, plus
Hinesburg, Huntington, 

Richmond, Essex 
and Essex Junction. 
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Our A.W. Rich Funeral Home Family
~Serving Families for Over 100 Years~

Now Serving “All” of Your Family Members

1176 Main Street
Fairfax, VT 05454

57 Main Street
Essex Junction, VT 05452

www.awrfh.com

www.islandmemorials.com

Premium Compassionate Care for your pets, because “Loyalty Deserves Dignity”

A.W. Rich Funeral Home is the first choice for
hundreds of area families each year.

Island Memorial Pet Service

Service Charge: $1,065.00
Crematory Charge $390.00
Medical Examiner Permit $25.00
Certified Death Certificate $10.00
Transit Permit $5.00

Total Direct Cremation Charges: $1,495.00
Also included at no extra charge is a cremation container, our signature high
quality “Going Home” urn, newspaper obituary notice assistance and life

tribute placement on our website. Price effective January 1, 2020.

Direct Cremation Services

Compare our prices and save

802-878-2220

802-316-2284

The Island Memorial Difference:
• Pet Funerals
• Cremation Services
• Your Pet is Always in Our Care
• Dignified Pet Transportation
FromYour Home or Vet

• Immediate &Witness
Cremation Available

• Full Line of Pet Loss Products

Our Staff is here for you 24/7

We are proud to embrace traditional values, diversity
and innovation in honoring the spirit and life of each
person we serve. We offer a full selection of:

• Funeral and memorial services, ranging from
traditional to uniquely innovative and personal

• Burial services and cremation options
• Celebrant Services

A.W. Rich Funeral Home offers complete care, so you
can focus on comforting each other as you prepare to
say goodbye to someone dear to you.

A.W. Rich Funeral Home
802-879-4611 802-849-6261

www.dcsvt.com

Also included at no extra charge is a cremation container, our signature high 
quality “Going Home” urn, newspaper obituary notice assistance and life 

tribute placement on our website. Price effective January 1, 2021.

Hours:11:00 AM - 4:00 PM Monday-Friday
11:00 AM-2:00 PM Saturdays

Make this 
Christmas gift special
with prints framed by  

10 Lincoln Street, Essex Junction • 800-777-8115 • 802-878-8113
Local and Nationwide Delivery • www.maplehurstflorist.com  

 


