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By Phyl Newbeck
Special to the Mountain Gazette

When Lynda Deslauriers decided to “semi-retire,” she re-
alized she had time to take a more active role in the town of
Bolton. “I’ve lived here most of my adult life,” she said, “and
I figured it was time to step up.” Deslauriers now has the
opportunity to do that as the newest member of the Bolton
Select Board.

Deslauriers is no stranger to volunteer service. Years ago
she was on the board of the Smilie School and then on the
Mount Mansfield Union High School board. She also served
as a delegate for the Visiting Nurses Association and was
named Assistant Treasurer of that organization. She currently
volunteers as a guardian ad litem, a position she finds very
satisfying as she represents minor children in court cases
involving abuse, neglect, and other issues.

For thirty years, Deslauriers ran Trailside Condos, which
represented participating condominiums, property manage-
ment groups, and some rentals in Bolton. She has scaled that
down to managing four condo associations and a few rental
properties. Additionally, she keeps the books for the Bolton
Valley Community Water and Sewer, LLC.

As evidenced by her professional life, Deslauriers believes
her greatest expertise is in financial matters and she hopes
that her background will be useful on the Select Board. Be-
yond that, she is willing to work on whatever matters are
assigned to her. Although she has not been attending Select
Board meetings on a regular basis, she has an appreciation for
their work, in part through her son Evan who is currently
chair of the Planning Commission.

Her last name is usually associated with skiing, but
Deslauriers admits she has always been a fair weather skier.
“I like days when there is good snow, good conditions and
sunshine,” she said. Deslauriers’ main sport is tennis. She
plays with the Stowe Tennis Club, outdoors in the summer
and at Topnotch Resort during the winter. Her Stowe-based
team travels around the state to competitions.

Lynda Deslauriers: Bolton’s
newest select board member

D e s l a u r i e r
worries about the
future of the
Smilie School,
which she hopes
will stay open.
“It’s an excellent
school and a focal
point for the
town,” she said.
Deslauriers was
not in favor of the
recent school
merger, believing
that sort of con-
solidation is risky
for smaller
towns. “I think
it’s in the towns’
best interest to
keep these small
schools open be-
cause they foster
a sense of commu-
nity,” she said,
noting that with the closing of the Bolton store, the town’s
only other meeting places are the town offices and the fire
station, making the continued existence of the school all the
more important.

Deslauriers is optimistic about the future of Bolton. “It’s
a good town to live in,” she said. “The town government is
sound and I think the people involved in running the town
are honest, hardworking, have good intentions, and want
what’s best for the town. We’ve got a great rural environ-
ment but we are only half an hour from Burlington or Mont-
pelier. It’s a good place to live.”

COVID 19 INFORMATION
Bolton Town Clerk: please
follow CDC recommendations

By Amy Grover
Town Clerk and Treasurer, Bolton

To all Town of Bolton residents, staff, board and commis-
sion members and researchers coming to the Town Office:

With the first presumptive case of COVID-19 in Chittenden
County (as of Thursday, March 12), the Bolton Town Office
is requesting that you all follow the recommendations of the
CDC to help stop the spread of respiratory diseases like
COVID-19, including “Stay home when you are sick, except
to get medical care.”

Residents and Researchers: We are happy to try to work
with you remotely to provide the information you need,
please call or email. Reminder — there is also drop box to the
right of the Town Office Door. Please stay home if you are
sick or simply not feeling well.

Staff, Board and Commission members: Coming to work
or providing for a meeting quorum is much less important
than the health and welfare of our community. Please stay
home if you are sick or simply not feeling well.

Thank you for your help in following the CDC recommen-
dations.

CSWD operations
By Paul Ruess

As the Underhill Chittenden Solid Waste District (CSWD)
Commissioner, I am posting this to request your help to
ensure CSWD facilities continue to operate as efficiently as
possible and we all minimize exposure to their staff and cus-
tomers during the COVID-19 outbreak:

• Please limit Drop-Off Center use to essential visits and
materials only. Essential materials include: Trash, blue-bin
recycling, and food scraps.

• Please remember that all Drop-off Centers are do-it-your-
self (DIY) facilities. CSWD staff cannot assist customers in
unloading materials. This long-standing protocol to prevent
employee injury is even more important now to help main-
tain social distancing recommendations and prevent the spread
of this virus.

• If you’re feeling under the weather, please stay at home
and visit CSWD facilities when you are feeling better.
The CSWD Administrative office in Williston is now closed
and those employees are working remotely. As of this post-
ing, all other facilities continue to operate on normal sched-
ules. However, CSWD may need to close facilities without
advance notice. They will post any changes in facility hours
at www.cswd.net, on the CSWD Facebook page and through
the text alert system. Please visit the Contact Us page at
cswd.net for instructions on signing up for text alerts.

By Bree Drapa
Librarian, Westford Public Library, Westford

Honestly, I do not know what this week at the Westford
Public Library might look like. As of right now (Saturday
afternoon, May 14), we plan to be open next week.

The Library has taken extra cleaning measures to insure
the health and safety of our patrons. Soft toys and pillows
have been removed, all surfaces and computers are being
cleaned several times a day. We are asking that you, as pa-
trons, also take the library’s health and safety seriously. We
are a shared space with a staff of ONE. We are asking all
patrons to wash their hands or use hand sanitizer before
using the library. If you find this objectionable, then we ask
you to please use the dropbox for your library business.

A library is more than books, it is a community hub. We
love that we play this role. We love that the library can add
comfort and continuity to your lives. For me, this is the best
service we provide. If we do decide to close, it will not be an

easy decision. We will take our cues from local schools, state
government, and well informed national resources.

If we do close to the public, know that you can still get
ebooks and audiobooks through our amazing online services.
Many library matters can be handled over the phone or via
email. We might also be able to provide some sort of “curb-
side” pickup. We are exploring lots of options. Westford is a
very creative place, so I’m sure we can think of some pretty
cool ideas. Don’t forget that — this is a wonderful, resilient,
and flexible community full of great people!

Thank you for being a community that makes these deci-
sions so hard!

I’ll keep you all updated.
For right now, I’m going to go enjoy the sunshine, cuddle

my kids, read a good book — all after washing my hands!
Bree

westfordpubliclibrary@gmail.com

COVID-19: this week at the Westford Public Library

You might have cash
waiting for you!

By Amy Grover,
Bolton Town Clerk and Treasurer

You might be owed money! The Office of the State Trea-
surer has sent out the 2020 Unclaimed Property (generally
cash!) Listing, and there are nearly 300 names of current/
former Bolton residents on the list. Find out if you have
some cash waiting for you: https://
secure2.vermonttreasurer.gov/unclaimed/ownerSearch.asp
or by calling the Office of the State Treasurer toll free (VT
only) 800-642-3191, option 2  or contact us here at the Town
Office, 434-5075. We have the list on the bulletin board and
can tell you if you are on it.

Upcoming meetings
of the Underhill
Planning Commission

The Underhill Planning Commission will be holding three
public hearings to solicit feedback from town residents re-
garding the proposed 2020 Underhill Town Plan. The public
hearings will be held Thursdays, March 26 and April 9, 6:00
PM at the Underhill Town Hall, as well as on Saturday, April
4, 10:00 AM, at the Deborah Rawson Memorial Library.
Please come with any comments, concerns or questions you
may have!

The updated proposed changes can be reviewed ahead of
time on the town’s website https://www.underhillvt.gov/.

CSWD meeting seeks
public input on new plan

Chittenden Solid Waste District (CSWD) is holding a pub-
lic meeting for the purpose of gathering feedback on our Solid
Waste Implementation Plan. The Plan, required by law, out-
lines how CSWD will help its members reduce and properly
manage their waste. We will be writing and submitting a new
Plan this year and would like your thoughts and ideas related
to waste prevention and management. The meeting on Wednes-
day, March 25, 6:00 – 6:30 PM, Williston Town Hall, 7900
Williston Rd., Williston, will start with a brief overview of
our current Plan and the State’s requirements for our new
Plan followed by discussion. The current Plan can be found
online at https://cswd.net/wp-content/uploads/2010/07/
CSWD-SWIP-2015.pdf. The meeting will be held as part of
the regularly scheduled CSWD Board of Commissioners
meeting.

Underhill Town Meeting results
Results of Underhill’s Town Meeting, March 3, 2020, from

Town Clerk Sherri Morin:
Article 1: To elect a Moderator for the ensuing year. Dan

Manz.
Article 2: To hear the reports of the Town Officers.
Article 3: Shall the voters approve total general fund ex-

penditures of $1,183,102 of which $912,279 shall be raised
by taxes, $270,823 by non-tax revenues, pursuant to 24 V.S.A.
§2664? Passed with no amendments.

Article 4: Shall the voters approve total highway fund
expenditures of $2,869,196 of which $1,055,122 shall be
raised by taxes, $1,814,074 by non-tax revenue pursuant to
24 V.S.A. §2664? Passed with no amendments.

Article 5: To transact any other non-binding business
thought proper when met.

Article 6: SELECTBOARD write-in Peter Duval 268,
write-in Stacy Turkos 40. TOWN CLERK Sherri Morin
1103. LIBRARY DISTRICT TRUSTEE Connell Gallagher
998. LIBRARY DISTRICT TRUSTEE Barbara Yerrick 984.
TOWN AGENT Patricia Sabalis 960. MMUU SCHOOL
DISTRICT DIRECTOR Kevin Campbell 981.

Article 7: Shall the voters approve acquisition by the Town
of the Tomasi Meadow for conservation and recreation pur-
poses at a cost to the Town of $20,000 from a reserve? Yes
1002 No 187.

Article 8: Shall the Town amend Articles III, VII, and VIII
of the Unified Land Use & Development Regulations by
deleting those provisions that conflicted with or duplicated
the amended Road, Driveway and Trail Ordinance approved
by the Selectboard on December 18, 2018? Yes 875 No 185.

Article 9: Shall the Town create a reserve fund called the
Decommissioning Fund for the purpose (if necessary) of
paying to decommission the solar array in the old gravel pit
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on Beartown Road at the end of the lease term? Yes 676 No
446.

Article 10: Shall the Town allocate the solar array owner’s
first four annual lease payments (totaling $13,000) to the
Decommissioning Fund? Yes 686 No 381.

Article 11: Shall the Town allocate $150,000 from the 2019
surplus to the Highway Reserve Fund? Yes 917 No 183.

Article 12: Shall the Town allocate $55,000 from the 2019
surplus to the General Contingency Fund? Yes 853 No 227.

Article 13: Shall the Town authorize the Selectboard to
borrow an amount not to exceed $70,000 to be financed over
a period not to exceed five years to purchase a new pick-up
truck? Yes 661 No 451.

Article 14: Shall the Town appropriate $3126 in FY 2021
to Our Community Cares Camp to provide a free summer
day camp and summer food program for children (ages 5-11)
who are eligible for free/reduced lunch in Underhill and to
provide an employment development program for youth (ages
14-16)? Yes 1027 No 128.

Child care assistance
for working families

The State of Vermont’s Child Care Financial Assistance
Program helps eligible families with the cost of child care.
Families of four making up to $77,000 annually could qualify!

To be eligible, your family must meet current income guide-
lines, and have an accepted need for child care (for example:
have a job, be self-employed, attend school).

Call 1-877-705-9008 to be directed to a local agency that
can answer your questions and help you apply. For informa-
tion, see https://dcf.vermont.gov/benefits/ccfap.

CSWD meeting seeks
public input on new plan

Chittenden Solid Waste District (CSWD) is holding a pub-
lic meeting for the purpose of gathering feedback on our Solid
Waste Implementation Plan. The Plan, required by law, out-
lines how CSWD will help its members reduce and properly
manage their waste. We will be writing and submitting a new
Plan this year and would like your thoughts and ideas related
to waste prevention and management. The meeting on Wednes-
day, March 25, 6:00 – 6:30 PM, Williston Town Hall, 7900
Williston Rd., Williston, will start with a brief overview of
our current Plan and the State’s requirements for our new
Plan followed by discussion. The current Plan can be found
online at https://cswd.net/wp-content/uploads/2010/07/
CSWD-SWIP-2015.pdf. The meeting will be held as part of
the regularly scheduled CSWD Board of Commissioners
meeting.

Town Meeting links
from MMCTV

By Angelike A. Contis
Mount Mansfield Community TV

Here are the links Town Meeting day videos produced
by MMCTV:

• Underhill: https://archive.org/details/
underhilltownmtg03032020

• Jericho: https://archive.org/details/
jerichotownmtg03032020

• Richmond: https://archive.org/details/
richmondtownmtg03032020

If you prefer to watch on TV, MMCTV’s Comcast
Cable Channel 1086 (formerly 17) schedule can be found
online at http://65.19.73.137/external_schedule/
simple_day_schedule/2.

Additionally, here are links to Richmond’s March 2
meetings, https://archive.org/details/
richmondwatersewer03022020, https://archive.org/details/
richmondselectbd03022020, and Underhill’s regular March
3 Selectboard meeting, https://archive.org/details/
underhillselectbd3320.

Good things come
in packages —
siblings need foster care

Keep local kids local
Four-year-old Cora counts on her big sister Jess more than

anyone else in her world. Jess has been more like a parent to
Cora since she can remember. Yet, Jess, herself, is only seven
years old.

That’s a lot for two little girls to handle.
They don’t even know how to be little girls. Normal wor-

ries of childhood are amplified by past trauma. And so, it’s
important that they are matched with foster parents who can
keep them together, help them enjoy childhood, and ease
their worry about separation and heightened sense of re-
sponsibility for each other.

We are seeking potential foster parents who are flexible,
patient, compassionate, understanding, and kind. If you are a
person who recognizes the unique needs these children have
and never gives up, we would love to talk with you.

Foster care is challenging, but it will also be one of the
most meaningful decisions you’ll ever make. And your sup-
port and care will mean the world to kids like Jess and Cora.

To learn more, go to http://fostercare.VT.gov. If you
want us to contact you, complete the form at http://
dcf.vermont.gov/foster-care-inquiry.

You can also call your local Family Services District
Office and ask to speak to the Resource Coordinator: http:/
/dcf.vermont.gov/fsd/contact-us/districts.
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Wood for Good  updates
By Eric Axelrod, Jericho

Hi neighbors, with the warm temperatures me and my
boys have begun thinking of preparing for more wood for
good donations.

For those who don’t know we have been donating sea-
soned wood for families in Jericho and Underhill in need of
help.

In order to scale this for next year I need a landing spot to
process and season the wood for the summer. Our goal is
donating at least 10 cords of wood this up and coming sea-
son.

In order for that to be possible I need some kind neighbor
to donate a little real estate to make that happen (area out of
way where the wood can dry, preferably in direct sun, with
access via truck).

Me and my boys will be respectful, responsible, and I am
an experienced woodsman, running saws my whole life. We
will likely bring mostly blocked wood to the space so we will
only have to run the splitter to process the wood.

Who wants to do some good to help out the community.
Someone, anyone, bueller...

— Eric, Devin, and Logan
P.S. we also need standing wood, and volunteers. Please

help us help our people!
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VT Genealogy Library
is moving

The Vermont Genealogy Library is moving from Fort Ethan
Allen to a beautiful new space in Pinewood Plaza on VT Rt.
117, Essex. To facilitate the move, there won’t be classes on
Tuesdays and Saturdays through the end of March. More
information will follow about that. Visit the website
www.vtgenlib.org,or call 802-350-1333 for more details.

College news
Lucy Boyden of Cam-

bridge, VT has been named
to the Fall 2019 Dean’s List
at Roger Williams Univer-
sity, Bristol, RI.

Jacob Wechsler of Jeri-
cho, VT has been named to
the Fall 2019 Dean’s List at
Roger Williams University,
Bristol, RI.

Casino Night
to benefit United Way

Come dressed to impress on Friday, March 20, 8:00  –
11:45 PM for a Prohibition-themed event and to support the
United Way of Lamoille County. The event will be held at
Stearns Dining Hall at NVU-Johnson.

Purchase your ticket to get your commemorative mug (lim-
ited quantity) and funny money to play poker, Black Jack,
roulette, and craps. At the end of the night use your winnings
to bid on prizes in our auction that includes donations from
around Vermont and beyond!

Purchase tickets online or at the door! For more
information, see https://www.northernvermont.edu/about/
news-events/events/casino-night-1.

Wednesday, March 18
Peter Welch at Essex Rotary, 12:00 – 1:30 PM, Essex

Resort and Spa. As of this writing (Saturday, March 14),
Congressman Peter Welch will join Essex Rotarians for lunch
on to share his perspectives on activity in Washington D.C.
All are welcome to join us. Lunch cost is $17.50, which in-
cludes tax and gratuity. A coffee-and-dessert-only option is
available for $6.50. Please feel free to
email jim@imaginaitonink.com on Wednesday to determine
if the event is still a go.

Thursday, March 19
Meet State Reps Till and Squirrell, 6:30 – 8:00 PM,

Deborah Rawson Memorial Library, River Rd., Jericho. Meet
with Chittenden-3 state representatives Trevor Squirrell and
George Till to hear the latest from Montpelier and to let them

know what you are thinking.
VSAC College and Career Planning, 4:30 – 8:00 PM,

St. Michael’s College, Colchester. VSAC can help if you are
wondering about college or training, or considering a new
direction. Workshops, a career training resource fair, and a
light dinner — plus a $100 drawing! — all free!

Saturday, March 21
District 3 GOP Breakfast, 9:00 – 11:00 AM, Underhill

Town Hall, Pleasant Valley Rd., Underhill Center. Jericho /
Underhill GOP candidates Dwight DeCoster and Paul Gross
for Chittenden-3, VT House will formally announce their
candidacy for the VT State House, talk about their plat-
forms, and answer questions. All are welcome to this public
event.

Amnesty International meeting, 10:00 AM – 12:00 PM,
Brownell Library, Essex Junction. The group’s focus at present
is working to free Yasaman Aryani and her mother Monireh
Arabshahi, imprisoned in Iran for advocating for women to
be able to decide whether or not to wear the hajib. Yasaman
has been in prison for a year. There is a short film about the
women’s movement for human rights in Iran that can be
viewed at https://time.com/4797828/nasrin-sotoudeh-iran-
evin-prison/.

Corned Beef and Cabbage Supper, servings at 5:00 and
6:00 PM, Binghamville Methodist Church, Fletcher. Menu:
corned beef and cabbage, Irish soda bread, homemade des-
sert. Cost: $12 adults, $5 children under 12, preschool chil-
dren free. For reservations call Tara Sweet, 802-355-0768;
Diane Dayvie, 802-849-6554; or Charles Tinker, 802-849-
2120.

Boyden Maple Sugar Festival, 10:00 AM – 5:00 PM,
Boyden Valley Winery, Cambridge. Free samples of Boyden
organic wood-fired maple syrup and bourbon-barrel aged
maple liqueurs and wines. Stay for lunch with European
style meat and veggie hand pies and pierogis. Maple every-
thing! Maple sangria and maple milkshakes made with VT
Ice Maple Crème (21+ only) or maple syrup (everyone),
mini cupcakes. Free parking and admission; no reservations
needed. For questions or more information, 802-644-8151
or info@boydenvalley.com.

Beginner’s Guide to Planning the Vegetable Gar-
den, 10:00 AM – 12:00 PM, Red Wagon Plants, 2408
Shelburne Falls Rd., Hinesburg. Julie Rubaud owner of Red
Wagon, will go over simple strategies to choose the right
plants and seeds, in amounts that meet your needs. She will
discuss timing and planting dates, soil preparation, and other
growing tips. $25. Register at www.redwagonplants.com/
events.

Sunday, March 22
Exploring the Bible, course 3: the New Testament, 6:30

– 8:00 PM, meeting room, Deborah Rawson Memorial Li-
brary, Jericho. Who was Jesus really? What do we actually
know about him and the time in which he lived? Where do
the Christian beliefs and traditions about Jesus come from
and how did Christian faith spread so far so quickly? Course
3 in the popular Exploring the Bible: The Dickenson Series
gives you the opportunity to learn about Jesus and Chris-
tian faith without pressure to conform to a certain theology
or point of view. This course is investigative and discussion,

Coming Events continued on page 3
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Area Worship ServicesArea Worship ServicesArea Worship ServicesArea Worship ServicesArea Worship Services
Jericho Congregational Church

“An Historic Church Proclaiming an Eternal Message”
On the Green in Jericho Center, VT

Senior Pastor David Coons
Sunday Services at 10:00 AM

Nursery care provided
Sunday School at 8:30 AM for all ages

Fellowship at 9:30 AM
Youth group 6:15 pm Sundays in our Sunday school building

Summer Bible Camp - August 3-7
Signing for the deaf upon request

899-4911; officejcc@comcast.net; www.jccvt.org

Mount Mansfield Unitarian Universalist Fellowship
A liberal faith community standing on the side of love,

as we explore truth and meaning, and work for social justice.
All are welcome.

Sunday Services at Mount Mansfield UU Fellowship
Universalist Fellowship!

To learn more: www.mmuuf.org and www.uua.org.
The big red barn, 195 VT Rt. 15, Jericho.

Worship Services 9:30 AM, 2nd & 4th Sundays, September-June
195 VT RT 15, Jericho VT (red barn across from Packard Rd)

899-2558, www.mmuuf.org

St. Thomas Roman Catholic Church
“Worshiping God in Spirit and in Truth

in the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass”
On Green Street in Underhill Center Weekend Masses:

Saturday 4:00 PM Sunday 8:30 AM
Pastor: Rev. Christopher Micale

Deacon: Peter Brooks Religious Ed.
Coordinator: Laura Lynch Wells,899-4770

Parish Secretary: Theresa Gingras Phone: 802-899-4632,
email: office@stthomasvt.com, Website: www.stthomasvt.com

UNITED CHURCH OF UNDERHILL
“Welcoming, Worshipping, Working for God”

At the Green on VT RT15 - Rev. Jennifer Mihok - 899-1722
www.unitedchurchofunderhill.com

Worship 10:30 AM, 9:30 AM in July and August
Home of the Clutter Barn and the Old Fashioned Harvest Market
Local and global mission and service opportunities for everyone!

Mountain High
Pizza Pie

Monday 4:00 - 8:30 PM
Tuesday - Thursday
11:00 AM - 8:30 PM

Friday
11:00 AM - 9:00 PM

Saturday
11:00 AM - 8:30 PM

Sunday
4:00 - 8:30 PM

899-3718
Route 15,

Jeri-Hill Plaza,
Jericho

Deadline March 26, Published April 2, 2020
Brenda Boutin - publisher/ad design/delivery

News writer - Phyl Newbeck, Editing -Sara Riley
Letter Policy: Maximun 450 words

One letter per writer, per calendar month.
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www.snowflakechocolate.com

The perfect gift, or treat yourself...

Handmade in Vermont
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not a lecture series. Open to all. To register for the course or
for more information, contact Bob Sargent,
srgntrbt@netscape.net or 899-3093.

Tuesday, March 24
Growing Veganic: A Plant-Centered Approach to Liv-

ing and Land Stewardship, 5:30 – 7:00 PM, Jericho Com-
munity Center, Browns Trace, Jericho Center. Transition
Town Jericho hosts Alisha Utter of Arbor Farmstead (Grand
Isle). Free. For more information,
www.transitiontownJericho.net.

Landscape Design for Pollinators, 1:00 PM, First
Methodist Church, 899 Dorset St., S. Burlington. As we
domesticate the landscape, it is up to us domesticators to
create habitat for pollinators in our own landscapes. Learn
about what makes a good pollinator habitat and the various
forms they can take, from meadows to formal gardens. Jane
Sorensen will share her extensive list of habitat plants and
suggest where you can find seeds, plants, and more informa-
tion to empower you to enhance your pollinator landscape.
Jane is a full-time farmer who teaches a UVM course on this
topic, and is a retired landscape architect. Free and open to
the public.

Land Ethic Book Club, 6:30 – 8:30 PM, Zero Gravity
Brewery, 716 Pine St., Burlington. This Connecting to Na-
ture Book Discussion will feature Braiding Sweetgrass by
Robin Wall Kimmerer. Join a group of community members
to discuss books that will help connect us to nature and
further our enjoyment of Vermont’s natural resources.

Wednesday, March 25
Let’s Do Lunch, 11:00 AM – 12:30 PM, Community

Room, Second Congregational Church, Jeffersonville. This
month’s menu is ham and baked beans. This free monthly
lunch, held on the fourth Wednesday, is sponsored by the
Cambridge Recreation Board, with help from the sixth grad-
ers from Cambridge Elementary School. Donations optional.
For information, contact Nancy Lepsic, 802-343-2372.

Craft Circle , 5:30 – 8:00 PM, Underhill Town Hall,
upstairs, Underhill Center. Open to anyone who wants to
socialize over any type of craft. Meets the second and fourth
Wednesday each month. Questions? Contact Amy Tower,
802-355-9671 or atowerinvt@gmail.com.

CSWD public meeting, 6:00 – 6:30 PM, Williston Town
Hall, 7900 Williston Rd., Williston. Chittenden Solid Waste
District (CSWD) is holding a public meeting for the purpose
of gathering feedback on our Solid Waste Implementation
Plan. The Plan, required by law, outlines how CSWD will
help its members reduce and properly manage their waste.
We will be writing and submitting a new Plan this year and
would like your thoughts and ideas related to waste preven-
tion and management. The meeting will start with a brief
overview of our current Plan and the State’s requirements
for our new Plan followed by discussion. The current Plan
can be found online at https://cswd.net/wp-content/uploads/
2010/07/CSWD-SWIP-2015.pdf. The meeting will be held as
part of the regularly scheduled CSWD Board of Commis-
sioners meeting.

Thursday, March 26
Houseplants 101, 5:30 – 6:30 PM, Red Wagon Plants,

2408 Shelburne Falls Rd., Hinesburg. Join Lily Belisle and
Chad Donovan, Red Wagon team members who love
houseplants and have years of experience and study. This
informal class will let you ask all your questions. $5. Regis-
ter at www.redwagonplants.com/events.

Saturday, March 28
Pancake Breakfast fundraiser, 7:30 – 11:00 AM, Fel-

lowship Hall, Jericho Congregational Church, Jericho Cen-
ter. The Church’s Youth Group invites you to this annual
fundraiser; proceeds will go to sponsoring our summer events.
Pancakes, scrambled eggs, sausage, juice, fruit, VT maple
syrup, and more! Tickets at the door are $5 for children
under 10, $6 for adults, and $18 for family. Our youth group
students are also selling tickets at discounted prices ahead of
time.

Beginner’s Guide to Planning the Medicinal Herb
Garden, 10:00 AM – 12:00 PM, Red Wagon Plants, 2408
Shelburne Falls Rd., Hinesburg. Join herbalist Sophie Cassel
and learn about planning, planting, and using herbs all sea-
son: annual and perennial herbs, old favorites like lavender
and calendula, locally grown tropicals like Tulsi and
ashwagandha, and ornamentals like angelica and valerian.
$25. Register at www.redwagonplants.com/events.

Third Annual Educational/Networking Program for
Gifted Kids/Parents, 12:45 – 5:00 PM, VT Commons
School, 75 Green Mountain Dr., S. Burlington. An educa-
tional and networking program for gifted children and their
parents. Co-sponsored by Talent Development Institute
(TDI), Davis Studio and Community School, and Vermont
Commons School. There will be activities for kids (Creature
Creations; Imaginary Lands) while parents attend educa-
tional sessions and network with other parents and profes-
sionals. Special guest speaker Patricia Schuler, PhD, The
Mind-Heart Connection: A Parent’s Guide to Understand-
ing the Anxiety Issues of their Gifted Child. Other topics for
breakout sessions include Support and Challenge Your Gifted
Child, Perfectionism and Anxiety, and Foster Friendships
and Community Connections for Your Gifted Child. Parking
available. Check-in begins at 12:45 PM. Cost: $25 per adult
(co-parent may attend for free), $10 per child grades K-6 for
Activity Rooms, $10 per child grades 6-9 for Middle School
Meet-Up Room. After Wednesday, March 11, cost increases
to $30 per adult and $15 per child, if there is room. Limited
scholarships available; contact lucy@tdivermont.org. To reg-
ister online, go to https://tdivermont.org/resources/upcom-
ing-events/ and click Find Out More. Form needs to be filled
out, signed, and sent in with payment. Deadline for registra-
tion is Wednesday, March 11.

Sunday, March 29
Bolton Valley Hometown Appreciation Day, 9:00 AM

– 4:00 PM, Sports Center, Bolton Valley Resort, Bolton.
Free alpine/BC/Nordic/snowshoeing day ticket, along with
free use of the Sports Center for all Town of Bolton resi-
dents!

Thursday, April 2
Free Community Soup and Bread Supper, 4:30 – 6:30

PM, Covenant Community Church, 1 Whitcomb Meadows
Lane, Essex (off VT Rt. 15, across from John Leo’s). Serving
a variety of hearty soups and breads, plus a sweet dessert on
the first Thursday of the month. Stay at the church to enjoy
your meal with friends and family, or pick up to take home.
Donations welcome, but not expected. For more informa-
tion, call Pastor Jeannette Conver, 879-4313.

Friday, April 3
Westford Italian Dinner , 5:00 – 8:00 PM, Westford El-

ementary School, Westford. Dinner includes a drink, salad,
bread, choice of pasta/lasagna/meatballs, and dessert. Live
music, great food, raffle prizes, and lots of fun! $7 per per-
son, $30 maximum per family. 5:00 – 6:00 PM is Senor Hour:
$1 off per person. Want dinner to go? Curbside pickup 5:00
– 6:30 PM when you order online at
westfordpto.myshopify.com. Proceeds benefit the Westford
grade 8 class trip to Washington D.C. See all event details and
updates at https://www.facebook.com/events/
472928886951124/.

Saturday, April 4
CPR/AED class, 8:30 AM – 12:30 PM, Jericho Commu-

nity Center, 329 Browns Trace, Jericho Center. Do you know
how to respond if someone suddenly collapses from cardiac
arrest? CPR and Automated External Defibrillators (AEDs)
can save lives. No medical training is needed to learn these
important techniques. This is a great time to learn how to use
an AED, as six AEDs will soon be placed in sites around
Jericho. This class includes Child and Infant CPR, and is
appropriate for participants ages 10+. Richmond Rescue will
provide instruction and certification. $30 per participant. To
register, contact debklvt@yahoo.com or 899-4863. Please
include your full name, address, and phone number.

Red Wagon Sneak Peek Open House, 10:00 AM – 2:00
PM, Red Wagon Plants, 2408 Shelburne Falls Rd., Hinesburg.
Come visit the warm and plant-filled greenhouses while win-
ter lingers and mud season settles. Early spring herbs, pan-
sies, and houseplants and succulents available as well as liv-
ing salad greens, seeds, potting soil, and more. Tour the green-
houses at noon. Free and open to all. More information:
www.redwagonplants.com/events.

Sunday, April 5
Exploring the Bible, course 3: the New Testament, 6:30

– 8:00 PM, meeting room, Deborah Rawson Memorial Li-
brary, Jericho. Who was Jesus really? What do we actually
know about him and the time in which he lived? Where do the
Christian beliefs and traditions about Jesus come from and
how did Christian faith spread so far so quickly? Course 3 in
the popular Exploring the Bible: The Dickenson Series gives
you the opportunity to learn about Jesus and Christian faith
without pressure to conform to a certain theology or point of
view. This course is investigative and discussion, not a lec-
ture series. Open to all. To register for the course or for more
information, contact Bob Sargent, srgntrbt@netscape.net or
899-3093.

Saturday, April 11
Half Marathon Unplugged, 9:00 AM, Burlington Wa-

terfront. This RunVermont event promotes wellness in our
community through exercise. If you’re interested or to vol-
unteer, contact Joe Payne, 802-863-8412, or visit
www.runvermont.org/get-involved/volunteer.

Tuesday, April 14
Meet State Reps Till and Squirrell, 6:30 – 8:00 PM,

Deborah Rawson Memorial Library, River Rd., Jericho. Meet
with Chittenden-3 state representatives Trevor Squirrell and
George Till to hear the latest from Montpelier and to let them
know what you are thinking.

Sunday, April 19
Exploring the Bible, course 3: the New Testament,

6:30 – 8:00 PM, meeting room, Deborah Rawson Memorial
Library, Jericho. Who was Jesus really? What do we actually
know about him and the time in which he lived? Where do the
Christian beliefs and traditions about Jesus come from and
how did Christian faith spread so far so quickly? Course 3 in
the popular Exploring the Bible: The Dickenson Series gives
you the opportunity to learn about Jesus and Christian faith
without pressure to conform to a certain theology or point of
view. This course is investigative and discussion, not a lec-
ture series. Open to all. To register for the course or for more
information, contact Bob Sargent, srgntrbt@netscape.net or
899-3093.

Teens Teaching Technology, 1:30 – 3:00 PM, Varnum
Library, Jeffersonville. Need tech help? We have the expert
teens to answer your questions. Bring your charged devices
and questions!

Wednesday, April 22
Let’s Do Lunch, 11:00 AM – 12:30 PM, Community

Room, Second Congregational Church, Jeffersonville. This
free monthly lunch, held on the fourth Wednesday, is spon-
sored by the Cambridge Recreation Board, with help from
the sixth graders from Cambridge Elementary School. Dona-
tions optional. For information, contact Nancy Lepsic, 802-
343-2372.

Thursday, May 7
Free Community Soup and Bread Supper, 4:30 – 6:30

PM, Covenant Community Church, 1 Whitcomb Meadows
Lane, Essex (off VT Rt. 15, across from John Leo’s). Serving
a variety of hearty soups and breads, plus a sweet dessert on
the first Thursday of the month. Stay at the church to enjoy
your meal with friends and family, or pick up to take home.
Donations welcome, but not expected. For more informa-
tion, call Pastor Jeannette Conver, 879-4313.

Thursday, May 14
Meet State Reps Till and Squirrell, 6:30 – 8:00 PM,

Deborah Rawson Memorial Library, River Rd., Jericho. Meet
with Chittenden-3 state representatives Trevor Squirrell and
George Till to hear the latest from Montpelier and to let them
know what you are thinking.

Casino Night
to benefit United Way

Come dressed to impress on Friday, March 20, 8:00  –
11:45 PM for a Prohibition-themed event and to support
the United Way of Lamoille County. The event will be held
at Stearns Dining Hall at NVU-Johnson.

Purchase your ticket to get your commemorative mug
(limited quantity) and funny money to play poker, Black
Jack, roulette, and craps. At the end of the night use your
winnings to bid on prizes in our auction that includes dona-
tions from around Vermont and beyond!

Purchase tickets online or at the door! For more
information, see https://
www.northernvermont.edu/
about/news-events/events/
casino-night-1.

NVU online classes
March 23

NVU Online offers flexible, af-
fordable, high-quality options for
learners who want to earn their
bachelor’s degree, enhance creden-
tials, or chart a course for a new
career — all in a way that works
with your schedule. Choose from
a dozen online certificates and
undergraduate degree programs
including psychology, accounting,
wellness and alternative medicine,
professional studies, and more.
Online classes start Monday,
March 23.

Learn more at
NorthernVermont.edu/Online.

Coming Events continued from page 2
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• Gentle Head to Toe Care
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• Emergency Care
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• Orthotic/Foot Beds

• Spinal Support Products

Kintner Chiropractic Center

Events canceled
due to COVID-19

Many events have had to be canceled or postponed as
Vermont residents responsibly try to “flatten the curve” that
represents the speed of the spread of the novel corona virus,
COVID-19. The photo above illustrates that goal; the steeper
and higher the curve, the less our people, hospitals, nurses,
doctors, and supply chains are able to cope.

Suggestion: This list is necessarily incomplete. Please call
ahead or contact the organizers of events to verify whether
they are still on.

Here is a list of cancelations for events and activities that
were previously published in the Mountain Gazette, that the
Gazette has been sent cancellation notice for, or that have
been posted as cancelled in FPF:

Meals on Wheels of Lamoille County — In response to
the COVID-19 situation and the recommendations for aging
Vermonters, Meals on Wheels of Lamoille County will make
the following changes through March. Community Meals:
Meals on Wheels of Lamoille County has decided to pause
community meals in Johnson on Tuesdays and Thursdays
and Morrisville on Wednesdays. If anyone visiting those sites
needs meals, please contact us at 888-5011. Home Delivered
Meals: We will continue with daily meal deliveries and well
check visits. The safety of our homebound clients, volun-
teers, and staff who serve them remains our utmost concern.
Please be assured that we have adopted best practices based
on the VT Department of Health and CDC recommenda-
tions. Please contact us if you know of an aging Vermonter in
Lamoille County that needs help with home-delivered meals
during this challenging time. Thank you — The Meals on
Wheels Team

Saturday, March 21 — We are disappointed to announce
that the Sing Into Spring concert that was scheduled at the
Waterville Union Church has been cancelled. We felt it was
our obligation to help limit the potential spread of the
coronavirus to all involved. There are no plans to reschedule
at this time. Be kind to one another, don’t panic, and wash
your hands!

Thursday, March 26 — Climate Change, Polar Bears and
the Arctic originally scheduled for March 26, 7:00 PM at the
Deborah Rawson Memorial Library, Jericho, has been post-
poned until next fall. For more information, email
phyl@together.net.

Saturday, March 28 — Cambridge Area Rotary has de-
cided to postpone its BUNCO event, originally scheduled
for March 28, until it is safer for us to have the event. We love
our community and believe it is our responsibility as good
citizens of that community to take action to keep our neigh-
bors safe. With our business partners, we have accumulated
some nice items for our silent auction and raffle and will keep
them for the rescheduled BUNCO event. All tickets sold
thus far will be good for the new date when we decide to hold
the event. In the event that you cannot make that event date,
we will refund your ticket price. We look forward to your
continued support in the future! Stay safe everyone!

Sunday, March 29 — Stories from Burlington’s German
Club and Community, 2:00 – 3:30 PM, German (Champlain)
Club, 20 Crowley St., Burlington… For further information,

contact Ann Gray, grayann8@aol.com or 802-878-4088.
Sponsored by the Chittenden County Historical Society.

Westford Music Series 2020 has cancelled these scheduled
concerts on Sundays as noted at the White Church on the
Common. April 5: Patrick Fitzsimmons. May 3: Paul Asbell.
For information, 802-279-4028.

The Deborah Rawson Memorial Library, Jericho, will be
continuing our regular hours. The Wine and Dessert fundraiser
was cancelled; if you have purchased tickets please bring
them to the library for a full refund. Please, if you are not
feeling well just call the library to renew your items. We do
not charge fines and we are happy to extend due dates until
you are feeling better. We are closely monitoring the ever-
evolving situation around COVID-19 and will remain diligent
in responding and adhering to standards and protocol set
forth by the Centers for Disease Control and the Vermont
Department of Health.

Jericho Town Library: Effective immediately and until
Thursday, April 30, all Jericho Town Library programs are
cancelled. In addition, our meeting room is closed to all groups.
We will notify everyone who has a reservation. We apologize
for the inconvenience. These decisions were made in support
of the current initiatives suggested by the Center for Disease
Control (CDC) in an effort to reduce public exposure to the
COVID-19 virus. It is our utmost intention to slow the dis-
semination of the virus and keep Jericho communities as
healthy and safe as possible. We believe “an ounce of preven-
tion is worth a pound of cure.” Social distancing measures
like cancellations can prevent illness in at least some people,
and they can also slow the rate at which people get sick.
According to Dr. Drew Harris, a population health analyst at
Thomas Jefferson University in Philadelphia, “Mitigation
efforts like social distancing help reduce the disease caseload
on any given date, and can keep the healthcare system from
becoming overwhelmed.” The library remains open, but will
close in the case that area schools close. We ask that if you
are feeling ill or are experiencing symptoms of illness to please
remain home and visit the library at a later time. We also ask
that folks entering the library wash their hands upon entering
to keep our community as healthy as possible. If you can’t
come to the library or you’re limiting your time in public
places, know that you can access library services 24/7 online,
using your current Jericho Town Library card, including down-
load e-books and audio books via OverDrive/Libby. If you
have difficulty accessing online resources, including Libby,
do not hesitate to call the library 802-899-4686 or reach me
via email at lisa@jerichotownlibraryvt.org. You can stay up-
to-date on library related information and happenings by
checking our website: www.jerichotownlibraryvt.org and fol-
lowing us on social media. With thanks for your support &
understanding — Lisa Buckton, Director, Jericho Town Li-
brary

The Fairfax Community Library has cancelled all library
programs through Tuesday, March 31. The school is stop-
ping all after school activities as well, and the library will no
longer be available as a place for students to meet after school.
The library will still be open for book checkout.

Varnum Memorial Library: It is with a heavy heart that
the Varnum Memorial Library has decided to cancel the fol-
lowing upcoming youth programs: Roald Dahl Book Club on
Monday, March 16 (still scheduled for Monday, March 23);
LEGO Club on Wednesday, March 18 (still scheduled for
Wednesday, April 1); No Strings Marionette Show on Satur-
day, March 21 (to be re-scheduled, date TBD); Miss Flora’s
Tap A Long Time on Saturday, March 28 (still scheduled for
Saturday, April 25). Please check our web page, FPF,
Facebook, etc. for the latest news regarding our scheduling.
Stay safe everyone!

The United Church of Underhill has decided to suspend
in-person Sunday worship services and Church meetings ef-
fective immediately (March 14). We plan to resume worship
and routine Church activities by Sunday, March 29, but will
reevaluate closer to the time. In the meantime, we are happy
to announce that we will be meeting virtually for Sunday
worship via Zoom. This allows for connection either via web
or by calling in on the phone. Full information and login
instructions are available on our website:
www.unitedchurchofunderhill.com. The whole community is
in our prayers as we navigate this difficult time together.
Peace be with you all!

The Jericho United Methodist Church’s services for Sun-
day, March 15and Sunday, March 22 have been cancelled.
This action is taken as a small effort on our part to work in
conjunction with the many recommendations of our health,
political, and religious leaders in an effort to slow down the
spread of COVID-19 (Corona virus). We wish everyone in
the community the best of health and may the love and sup-
port of Christ be with you all. If you have any questions you
may contact me at srgntrbt@netscape.net. — Robert Sargent

The CSWD Administrative office in Williston is closed (as
of Saturday, March 14) and those employees are working
remotely. As of this posting, all other facilities continue to
operate on normal schedules. However, CSWD may need to
close facilities without advance notice. They will post any
changes in facility hours at www.cswd.net, on the CSWD
Facebook page, and through the text alert system. Please visit
the Contact Us page at cswd.net for instructions on signing
up for text alerts.

Best songs to sing while
washing hands for 20 seconds

• Happy Birthday To You, twice, or two verses. Points
for inventive lyrics.

• The A-B-C Song or Alphabet Song. Once is fine;
just don’t rush it.

• Twinkle Twinkle Little Star has the same cadence
and structure as the Alphabet song. Double points
if you know the Alice In Wonderland version, sung
by the Mad Hatter (I think; it might have been the
Dormouse).

• I Will Survive by Gloria Gaynor. Google it — she
made a bathroom video, and it’s just awesome!

And, DIY random tip: Don’t use vodka to try to make
your own hand sanitizer. It doesn’t have a high enough per-
centage of alcohol to kill the virus.

EWSD coronavirus
information

By Beth Cobb
EWSD Superintendent

Dear EWSD Community,
I am sure that you share our concerns about the coronavirus

disease (COVID-19) and the potential implications it could
have for our community and school district. We have been
assured that the VT Department of Health is closely moni-
toring the rapid developments in the outbreak of this respira-
tory illness. The VT Department of Health is leading the
response to the virus and the VT Agency of Education is
assisting in disseminating information and guidance to Ver-
mont schools.

To date (March 2) there are no confirmed cases reported in
Vermont. Should the situation change, the VT Department of
Health and the Agency of Education will coordinate to alert
every SD/SU and its schools about specific preparedness
and response guidelines to follow.

Vermont residents are much more likely to become sick
with a cold or the flu than to be exposed to COVID-19.
Many of the precautions that help prevent other respiratory
diseases, like colds and the flu, can also help keep an illness
like COVID-19 from spreading.

Remember these simple habits can keep us healthy:
• frequent hand washing with soap and water for at least

20 seconds. If soap and water are not available, use an alco-
hol-based hand sanitizer;

• avoid touching your eyes, nose, and mouth with un-
washed hands.;

• avoid close contact with people who are sick;
• stay home when you are sick;
• cover your cough or sneeze with your sleeve or a tissue;

throw the tissue in the trash;
• clean and disinfect frequently touched objects and sur-

faces.
Let’s do our part to keep our schools healthy — This

winter we have experienced many students coming to school
with colds and flu. In efforts to maintain a healthy environ-
ment for students and staff, keep your child home if they are
experiencing:

• fever, 100ºF or above, currently or within previous 24
hours;

• diarrhea or vomiting, currently or within previous 24
hours;

• a persistent sore throat with fever or enlarged tonsils/
glands.

Please do not send your child back to school until they
have been symptom-free without fever-reducing medications
for at least 24 hours. Please inform your school nurse about
any contagious diagnosis. Thanks for helping us keep our
schools healthy!

Our custodial staff is trained to use disinfectants in a safe
and effective manner and to clean up potentially infectious
materials and body fluid spills. During the winter vacation,
the EWSD custodial staff have been performing a deep clean
(flat surfaces, doorknobs, bathroom, tables, desks, etc).

In the United States, there have been some school clo-
sures. At this time, those measures are not necessary for
Vermont. The VT Agency of Education and the Department
of Health will continue to provide us with guidance in the
event that this changes.

If you have concerns about COVID-19, please visit the
VT Department of Health’s COVID-19 website (https://
www.healthvermont.gov/response/infectious-disease/2019-
novel-coronavirus) or dial 2-1-1 for more information.

If you would like to learn more, please read the following
links:

• What you need to know-COVID-19: https://www.cdc.gov/
coronavirus/2019-ncov/downloads/2019-ncov-factsheet.pdf;

• COVID-19 Travel Resource: https://www.cdc.gov/
coronavirus/2019-ncov/travelers/index.html.

Please know that we would rather be over-prepared and
will provide you with any updates as more information be-
comes available.

NVU-Johnson
Blood Drive March 26

Did you know that donating one pint of blood can save up
to three lives?

NVU-Johnson is holding their bi-annual blood drive on
Thursday, March 26 with appointments available from 12:00
– 5:00 PM. Sign up to donate at https://
www.redcrossblood.org.

Questions? Don’t feel comfortable registering online? Email
Haleigh.West@NorthernVermont.edu.

Curious about giving blood and the coronavirus? The
Red Cross is addressing those questions here: https://
www.redcross.org/about-us/news-and-events/press-release/
2020/red-cross-media-statement-on-2019-novel-
coronavirus.html.

COVID 19 continued from page 1
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COMMUNITY COLUMNS
Death by cop

By Bill Schubart
The last person Vermont executed was Donald Demag on

December 8, 1954. Demag committed two robberies and killed
two people while doing so. He was electrocuted in the state’s
electric chair. Vermont retired the death penalty in 1972; its
instrument of death is stored at the Vermont Historical Soci-
ety. Although U.S. Attorney William Barr has directed the
federal government to restart executions for federal convic-
tions, his initiative has been stayed in the courts. It’s un-
likely, given public opinion, that Vermont or the other 19
states that have abolished the death penalty will reinstitute
it. The U.S. is, in fact, one of the few “civilized” countries in
the world that retains a federal death penalty and Vermont
has no legal means to prevent it within its borders if it is a
federal prosecution.

Although execution as punishment in Vermont ended with
only two people executed in the last century, deaths at the
hands of police are rising, as a recent report in VTDigger
shows. In the last decade, 17 people have been killed by
Vermont police (one by Taser), and, on review by Attorneys
General Bill Sorrell and T.J. Donovan, all have been deemed
“justified.” As a friend in law enforcement says, “each time a
cop kills, there are two victims, the killer and the killed,
especially if the ‘kill’ is questioned.” To elucidate, he noted
recent studies showing that drone pilots get PTSD.

Death by jury trial is over, death by cop is on the rise…
why?

There are many reasons given, including deteriorating so-
cial adhesion, the increase in mental illness and lack of treat-
ment, a rise in gun ownership, and inadequate police training
and screening.

Vermont’s 330 State Troopers have an excellent reputa-
tion for training and performance. But Vermont has another
fifty-odd categories of policing whose standards for training
or qualification are considerably less rigorous: local police,
deputies, sheriffs, campus police, transportation, border pa-
trol, security etc. Most carry deadly weapons, including tasers,
and are authorized to use “deadly force” under certain cir-
cumstances. But how well defined are the events that justify
the use of “deadly force” and how well are potential users of
it trained?

There are no Vermont statutes on “use of force,” only
individual department policies largely based on a model put
forth by the VT League of Cities and Towns liability insur-
ance coverage.

There is a long-standing culture of not questioning men
and women in uniform whether police, soldiers, priests,
firefighters, etc. The lack of statistical transparency and pro-
cedural review reflects this. “Improper use of force” investi-
gations are sheltered as “personnel matters” and never see
the light of day except as a final verdict in court.

“The use of deadly force was deemed justified.” Matter
closed.

It’s been suggested that police agree as a condition of em-
ployment that in any “use of deadly force” review, their
prior records relating to use of force be made available to
examiners. Sometimes deadly force becomes a pattern with
certain law enforcement personnel and that must be consid-
ered in any investigation.

Phil Grenon was a 76-year-old Burlington man with schizo-
phrenia. He was shot by a 23-year-old Burlington police
officer, David Bowers. Then-Police Chief Brandon Del Pozo,
who was incident commander on the scene, deemed the inci-
dent justifiable, as did State’s Attorney T.J. Donovan. Ele-
ments of the body camera footage were only released much
later and can be seen at 4:40 minutes into the video embedded
in the VTDigger reporting.

I spoke with someone who has seen the footage and there
are discrepancies between Del Pozo’s statements and what
appears on the footage. Del Pozo arrived on the scene and
took over from the “incident commander,” whom the video
observer felt was managing the incident appropriately, mak-
ing efforts to de-escalate. Del Pozo then allowed non-tactical
team members into the house. The youngest officer headed
the “stack.” There was one knife, as opposed to “knives.”
Grenon was inside a bathtub with a sliding screen. There was
no exit. He was contained. The police were behind polycar-
bonate plastic shields and Del Pozo ordered the release of a
pepper ball spray even though police were not wearing pro-
tective masks. Everyone’s eyes appeared to be watering and,
terrified, Grenon began screaming and emerged and was shot
four times.

“The concept that the tac-team members could not defend
themselves against this elderly man who could barely walk,
who had been tased and pepper-balled, who was completely
contained in a bathroom without exit, is insulting,” the viewer
noted.

There appears to be a cognitive difference between Del
Pozo’s November 13, 2019 New York Times op-ed on use of
force and his management of this incident which raise other
questions.

Why are investigations where a uniformed officer of the
state or municipality takes a life not subject to public over-
sight if they are in the service of “public safety?”

What explicit statutes are needed to define and evaluate the
justification for lethal force?

Rep. Anne Donahue, R-Northfield, introduced H-808,
which takes a stab at clarifying use of force criteria and ac-
countability based on a California bill that requires “neces-
sary” use. The Scott Administration and Public Safety Com-
missioner, Mike Schirling, oppose the bill as it stands and are
urging a more measured approach, even as the urgency of
statutory definition accelerates with more deaths at the hands
of police.

And how and when will we begin to address the crisis in
mental health care that is turning emergency rooms into tem-
porary shelters and giving rise to more lethal events in law
enforcement? Public safety officials are making a concerted
effort to learn from and engage mental health professionals in
dealing with crises, but the dearth of mental health profes-

Admiral stays on our ship and
I get ready to get off ship!

By Doug Boardman
Special to the Mountain Gazette

The USS Norfolk (DL-1) was commissioned 4th March
1953. She was an anti-submarine hunter/killer ship and also
had anti-aircraft with lots of armament including 8x3 inch / 50
cal, 16x20 mm AA guns, 4x weapon Alpha A5W Rocket
Launchers, and 8x21 inch torpedo tubes. We had over 400
men aboard. When Admiral Wright made us his flagship we
were leaving the Caribbean for the Atlantic. By then I was a
“short timer.” I only had a month to go so they let me off the
ship in Norfolk. They resupplied and Admiral Wright got
ready to take our ship to the North Atlantic as the Supreme
Allied Commander Atlantic.

I liked being Postmaster but not aboard a ship. As I have
stated before, I like to look at the ocean but I don’t want to go
on or in the ocean, especially as the flagship of the com-
mander-in-chief Atlantic Fleet. I was offered around $2000
to reenlist but I told them I would only reenlist if they prom-
ised me all shore duty or get rid of their ships, which neither
would ever happen.

A month later, I signed up for the G.I. Bill and enrolled in
college in Albany, NY. I could have gotten a job at the post
office, but my goal all along was to go to college with help
from the G.I. Bill.

I was married with one child so no way was the G.I Bill
going to be enough for us to live on. I went to college from
9:00 AM – 3:00 PM every day with a half hour lunch, and I
got a job at Grand Union from 4:00 – 9:30 PM. I didn’t have
a car so I took the bus. I also worked on Saturdays. It was a
good time for us, even living on the third floor of an apart-
ment building owned by the college and located beside the
college. We walked in the park on Sundays. I got to be head
cashier at night and had to stay late in order to check out the
employees. I saved the company money because the high
school part-time kids were mis-marking meat, etc., worth
$20 or more as $2. I needed the job so I told them “Don’t try
that trick on me or I will send you back to have it repriced!”

In an earlier column, I talked about bullying. An 18 year
old bully took my cleaning smock. He worked in the meat
department and got his smock all bloody, so he took mine and
hung his coat on my hook. When I came back I saw him with
my smock on, so I asked him nicely to give me back my
smock and he said, “No,” and that he was taking mine be-
cause his was dirty. He was a big bully but he wasn’t tough!
I took him and threw him into the waste barrel in the bath-
room upside down and he said, “Okay, okay, I’ll give you
back your smock.” So I helped him out of the barrel and never
had a problem from him again.

My wife had a hot bath ready for me every night. When I
got in from work I read my school books and I think I learned
from osmosis, and my wife did a lot of my homework. She
had much better writing than I did so the schools secretary
told me to have her do the written work because hers was
better than mine. I had her writing out my homework and I
did the tests, etc. Once I told the school secretary that I was
going to miss school because of “diarrhea” and she said I had
to give her a written note and I had to spell diarrhea right and
have my wife write it because they couldn’t recognize my
writing! The school secretary lived in the other apartment on
the third flood so was good friends with Sandy and I.

I did very well in college despite having classes all day
Monday-Friday and working over 35 hours a week. I had
only the G.I. Bill. My mother sent me a $50 check while I
was in college and sold my old bicycle for $15, which I didn’t
want to sell. Sandy’s parents had money that they set aside
for college, but asked Sandy if they could use it to buy her
father’s partner’s half of the hardware store while we were in
Malta. I am not looking for sympathy but I started working
on a dairy farm and earning $25 a week for a 60-hour week
while I was on vacation and summers. I didn’t get anything
for working at home. I had a teacher from hell in grade school
(a one-room school house) who would hit me if I even looked
out the window. Consequently I had done a lot of high school
work by eighth grade. I didn’t try to excel in high school,
between playing football and baseball, and then going out
with Sandy was a lot more fun. A scholarship to go to college
was out the window, so I had to excel in the Navy and in
college.

I had no money in savings but I had a lot of motivation,
being married with no car and no safety net! I did very well in
college so I got recruited by a gas and electric company in
Poughkeepsie, NY. I had graduated in Business Administra-
tion, Accounting, and Income Tax. I wanted to stay in Ver-
mont and I got and interview at a company in Montpelier.

Part 3, A Gospel
Singing Workshop

And We Sing!
By Sue Kusserow

Special to the Mountain Gazette
We join hands for a line up of parts, and for the blessing. I

am next to a small boy of about four in the Junior Gospel
Choir, who has on a white suit and a bright red bow tie. His
ear itches and he releases my hand several times to scratch,
but comes back and slips his hand into mine. Then, his shoe
comes off, and in the middle of the lengthy blessings… “upon
the upcoming work of this choir in praising God!” I get his
shoe back into its proper working order, and tie it onto his
foot. I finally feel useful; old patterns of mothers never die! I
chat with one woman who has her hair in perfect braided
symmetry, and has a clipped, almost-Bostonian accent, as if
she has learned how to fit into the culture where she must
work. Sister Roslyn, in her position as choir director, seems
to have used this power “in mysterious ways;” her earrings
are the size of silver dollars.

Then we are off. We march in, most everyone falling into a
slow regulated shuffle. Since I am notoriously poor at group
exercises, I am guided by the person in back of me to get
started… singing and clapping at the same time. We are wel-
comed; the congregation, small though it is, is welcomed and
its size acknowledged. “It doesn’t matter how many there
are… if we are here to sing to God, to praise God, to talk
about Jesus, then we’re where we are supposed to be, aren’t
we? Say Amen!” Brother Chadwick is asked, from the audi-
ence, to sing; so is Sister Caroline who has a small sad voice
mainly because her microphone isn’t working. The Junior
Choir claps its way up to the choir pews behind the pulpit;
already they at ease with the rhythms of their elders. One
tiny thing with 20 bright pink bows in her glistening hair
belongs to the woman next to me. She shouts encouragement
to her: “Come on, Alinda, sing! You can sing louder than that!
Clap! That’s it!” The whole audience roots for the kids and
joins in on the choruses. Pastor Pack preaches, praises, ex-
horts, shouts, grins. The collection is taken, each row going
out into the aisle to place their money in a woven basket held
by the only other gray-haired person in the church… the
deacon, who also passes out the fans.

Our turn comes. We have five numbers and they go off
well. I am sitting next to a vigorous tenor, so I sing tenor…
not that anyone can hear individual voices. The soloists are
inspired and reach their top notes with ear-splitting volume,
but never off-key. There are awards. For the most conserva-
tive: “Sister Catherine… she always follows the traditional
thing and keeps us together. Sister Leah; she never says what
she doesn’t mean.” The Amens and clappings grow and I sit
in the topmost choir row and enjoy them. “And to the per-
son who called and asked about our workshop and who is
here singing tonight. She is at the state university as a teacher
and she’s been willing to learn a lot about gospel music. To
Sister Sue… and I can’t pronounce your last name right but
that’s okay… we know who you are.” And amid applause
and Amens, I am given a neatly-lettered plaque for “Instruc-
tion in Gospel Singing.” It is a nice moment for me!

The tenor beside me leaves to sing a solo: “The devil has
been at me this week, and he almost got me. I’m here to say
that I want Jesus to give me another chance.” His singing is
personal and specific; his sobs genuine; the sympathy and
understanding given is palpable. Another collection is taken
for a young boy caught in a nearby gang-related shooting.
“Any dollars you can put in, we plan to buy chicken for the
people coming to the funeral, so we can have it as nice as we
can.” The singing continues, turning into more of a deafening
chant. The woman in front of me starts to shake and stretches
her hands to the pulpit. The holy spirit is entering the choir.
The music continues; the beat gets hypnotic and is not di-
verted by music; it is all chanting now: “Another chance,
Clean me up, Jesus; Welcome, Lord.” I am dancing in the
highest, hottest, top choir pew. The young woman next to
me, tall and heavy, whom I have not been watching, suddenly
attracts my attention by falling on me, forcing my head onto
the pew below us, where she shakes to the floor and lies
silently until lifted up by friendly and unconcerned hands to
the lower pew. She lies with eyes closed, breathing very
slowly. I stroke her arm, fan her; there is absolutely no re-
sponse; she is in a state of trance. So, I medically study her
and learn something about trances for my professional ency-
clopedia.

sionals and treatment facilities makes their job even more
difficult.

We have eliminated the part of the death penalty that
occurs at the punitive end of the criminal justice system. Can
we at least rationalize and oversee more than the five seconds
before the shooting in the taking of life at the “public safety”
end?

Speaking at the Democratic Party’s Speaker’s Soiree, former
House Speaker Michael Obuchowski, who has battled health
problems in recent years, put in a rare appearance. “Obie”
received a warm welcome as he limped to the podium and
spoke with some obvious effort. After bemoaning the loss of
civility and respect in politics, he turned to an unexpected
subject: the rising rate of police-involved deaths in Vermont.
“We must use less-than-deadly means and de-escalation tech-
niques,” he said. “Deadly force is not the way to solve prob-
lems.” He called on lawmakers and officeholders to “pass
legislation and enact policies that will prevent us from taking
lives.”

When asked why he spoke on that particular issue,
Obuchowski offered a simple reply. “The humanity of it,” he
said.

The college gave me a two-year Associates degree, but in
reality we had a load of four years because we had a longer
school year and had classes all day long, five days a week. I
went to the Montpelier company and took a test for an
auditing job but was told that I didn’t get the job so I asked
them what I scored on the test. They told me I scored in the
high 90s but they couldn’t give me the job because every
Auditor had a four-year degree, and even though I scored
higher than any of them, they couldn’t hire me because they
would have to pay me the same as the others. I said I would
take less pay and work my way up but they had to agree that
even though I tested higher than anyone else it was still com-
pany policy. There are still companies where the degree gets
you in the door but if you don’t produce then you are out the
door. Some of the companies wanted to hire people with
Masters degrees but not the ones with Doctorate degrees
because they said they were over qualified.

Later on, at the same company, the Feds said that needed
to hire a minority person. They couldn’t find one in Vermont
so they found someone in New York and within three months
she quit. They put her in the typing pool and she couldn’t
type. Fortunately she quit!

Next time: Central Hudson Gas and Electric Corporation,
pervert, handicapped sleeper.

Community Columns continued on page 6
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Community Columns continued from page 5

The huge and husky tenor next to me suddenly pushes me
to the other side of him, and I wonder what rule of protocol
I have violated, until I notice that the woman next to him… in
lacy red and of considerable weight… is beginning to feel the
holy spirit and is swaying and shaking. Down she goes! And
I give him a thankful smile for having acted so swiftly. The
music continues: the beat of snare drum and cymbal with the
tinkling jazz of piano. The choir is completely out of line and
function, except for repeating the words: “Give… me… an-
other CHANCE… Give… me… another… CHANCE…”
On cue from my tenor guardian, I move my little plaque to
underneath the pew, where the glass won’t get shattered.
Two older women from the congregation evidently have an
honored role: they bring wet cloths to lay on foreheads, blan-
kets to cover women on the floor near the pulpit. One very
obese woman falls heavily on the steps. I am worried about
her, but the singer next to me… tall and lean with a Grace
Jones haircut, says: “Are you scared? Don’t worry. They’re
alright.” And we spontaneously give each other a very genu-
ine heartfelt hug. In all, ten women are given special care, and
are now sitting limply in the pews, or ushered out from the
concert, which, of course, is considered a success.

The Benediction is brief, and by vivid contrast, relatively
subdued. As I leave, many choir members greet me; the huge
tenor next to me gives me a bear hug. “Glad you came. Come
again!” The obese woman who fell heavily on the stairs is
just going out the door. I pat her shoulder and unconsciously
slide into my nursing role and ask: “Are you alright?” What a
dumb question; of course she’s alright. This has been a magi-
cal mysterious experience for her, not an illness.

In the next issue, Part 4: The End of the Gospel Singing
Workshop

Color blindness
Parents have been asking me some colorful questions re-

cently about color blindness. Well, let me see if I can share
my views on this particular topic.

Color blindness does not mean a person is blind. It is a
deficiency in color vision that may range from a slight diffi-
culty in telling different shades of color, to not being able to
identify any color at all. This is due to a problem with certain
cells in the retina, or the back of the eye, needed to see color.
Most children who are color-blind can still note differences
in pure primary colors, just not the different shades.

Who typically has it and when does it show up?
8% of males and less than 1% of females have color blind-

ness, which usually means having difficulty in distinguishing
reds and greens. It is usually present at birth, although the
problem can worsen as well with aging and is often an inher-
ited trait.

How is color blindness diagnosed?
You may note that your child, once they learn their colors,

has a hard time telling the difference between red, green, brown,
and grey, or they may have difficulty learning their colors.
They may color with unusual choices of crayon; for example,
Santa may be in a brown, rather than red, suit. It may not be
noticed until your child starts school and the teacher notes
problems with colors.

If such a problem is noticed, your child’s health care pro-
fessional may have a test to confirm this problem in their
office by asking your child to identify a series of circles filled
with colored dots forming a number against a background of
other colored dots. People who are color blind cannot see
some of the numbers that are easily seen by those not color
blind.

If the problem is identified, teachers should be made aware
and should try to label colors in pictures with words or sym-
bols that can help cue a child with color recognition.

Is there a cure?
Unfortunately there is not a cure for color blindness unless

it occurs due to a reversible cause such as a side effect of a
medication, which is extremely rare. Children who are diag-
nosed with colorblindness need to be reassured that this will
not affect their ability to learn, or to do well in school and
with their adult careers, so that it does not hamper their self-
esteem.

Hopefully, tips like these will allow you to see more clearly
when it comes to knowing more about colorblindness and
your child.

Lewis First, MD, is Chief of Pediatrics at UVM Children’s
Hospital and Chair of the Department of Pediatrics at UVM

Help pollinators like this swallowtail butterfly while beautifying your yard, by ordering native perennials from two local
growers and benefiting the Community Center in Jericho (CCJ) at the same time. There are two options: the first, grown by
River Berry Farm, includes nine native perennials and one native grass; plants come in biodegradable wood fiber pots,
2.75” diameter x 3.5” deep; $40 includes tax and $5 donation to CCJ. The second option is grown by Full Circle Gardens
and includes a tray of 32 plugs of native perennials (choose one to four species from a list); $70 includes tax and a $7
donation to CCJ. Order by Wednesday, May 6; pick up pre-ordered plants on Saturday, June 20,d 1:00 – 3:00 PM at the
Community Center in Jericho. For more details including plant species and ordering information, see https://
jerichovermont.blogspot.com/2020/03/create-buffet-for-pollinators-jericho.html. PHOTO CONTRIBUTED

Rural health workforce issues
To the Editor,

Schooling for nursing is also very expensive and most of us
that want to go can’t cause of cost. Like myself for example.
I worked hard and took out EVERY loan I could possibly get.
There still wasn’t enough money to cover cost. I went to two
different Vermont colleges and had this problem. The schools
ended up kicking me out cause I couldn’t pay them fast
enough. It wasn’t and still isn’t like I have $800 or more
dollars laying around I can pay them with that minute. There
needs to be better programs for people to help them through
school. Also the cost of living in Vermont has gone up a lot,
way more than other states and the wages are not keeping up
probably so people leave for better pay and living situations.
I have been an LNA for nine years and even with all that
under my belt I barely make enough to survive. Vermont
needs to overhaul a lot to keep workers here.

Katherine Parker
Cambridge
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Theresa Wood, State Representative
Washington-Chittenden

The Senate Committee on Government Operations is hold-
ing a public hearing on Thursday, March 19 regarding the
State Code of Ethics. The meeting will take place in Oakes
107 on the Vermont Law School Campus in Royalton, 5:00 –
7:00 PM.

The House Committee on General, Housing, and Military
Affairs will hold a public hearing on House Resolution 7,
opposing the basing of any nuclear weapon delivery system
in the state of Vermont. It will be held on Tuesday, March 24,
4:30 – 6:00 PM in the Community Room at VSAC, 10 East
Allen St., Winooski. Witnesses may begin signing up to speak
at 4:00 PM.

As legislators headed home for the Town Meeting break, a
number of key bills saw action in the House this week:

H.254 — An act requiring adequate shelter for livestock.
This bill updated definitions for adequate “constructed” shel-
ters and adequate “natural” shelters and requires that any
leash, rope, or chain used to restrict an animal be used so that
it does not entangle the animal and it must still allow access
to shelter, food and water.

H.555 — An act relating to food concessions on state
property or buildings. This bill allows the Department of
Buildings and General Services to adopt rules governing the
sale of food concessions on state properties for nonprofit
organizations; previously this has been prohibited.

H.580 — An act relating to classification for criminal of-
fenses. This bill sets up a classification system (Class A-
Class E) for criminal offenses, including maximum fines and
imprisonment for each.

H.635 — An act relating to long-term care facilities. This
bill strengthens the receivership laws for long-term care fa-
cilities when the State takes control of such facilities due to
health and safety of residents.

H.926 — An act relating to changes to Act 250. Act 250 is
Vermont’s land use law; the current law is now 50 years old,
having been enacted under the administration of Governor
Deane Davis. This bill modernizes the act, including stream-
lining of permitting in designated downtowns and villages.

H.934 — An act relating to renter rebate reform. This bill
significantly streamlines the renter rebate program for very
low income Vermonters, as well as simplifying the adminis-
tration of the program in the Tax Department.

S.23 — An act relating to increasing the minimum wage.
This was a bill that passed the House and Senate earlier this
year and was vetoed by the Governor. The Senate overrode
the veto a couple of weeks ago and this week the House did
as well on a vote of 100-49. This bill is now law and the
minimum wage will raise to $12.55 over the next two years
and then it is indexed to consumer prices. The bill does not go
to $15/hour, which was under debate last year.

S.54 — An act relating to the regulation of cannabis. This
bill implements a tax-and-regulate system for cannabis. Can-
nabis was legalized in Vermont in 2018. The total taxation on
the product is 20% through a combination of sales and excise
taxes. Prevention and education efforts will utilize up to 30%
of tax receipts. Towns will have the option to “opt in” to
retail sales establishments.

As always, I can be reached at twood@leg.state.VT.us.

Theresa Wood
State Representative, Washington-Chittenden
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Affairs will hold a public hearing on House Resolution 7,
opposing the basing of any nuclear weapon delivery system
in the state of Vermont. It will be held on Tuesday, March 24,
4:30 – 6:00 PM in the Community Room at VSAC, 10 East
Allen St., Winooski. Witnesses may begin signing up to speak
at 4:00 PM.

As legislators headed home for the Town Meeting break, a
number of key bills saw action in the House this week:

H.254 — An act requiring adequate shelter for livestock.
This bill updated definitions for adequate “constructed” shel-
ters and adequate “natural” shelters and requires that any
leash, rope, or chain used to restrict an animal be used so that
it does not entangle the animal and it must still allow access
to shelter, food and water.

H.555 — An act relating to food concessions on state
property or buildings. This bill allows the Department of
Buildings and General Services to adopt rules governing the
sale of food concessions on state properties for nonprofit
organizations; previously this has been prohibited.

H.580 — An act relating to classification for criminal of-
fenses. This bill sets up a classification system (Class A-
Class E) for criminal offenses, including maximum fines and
imprisonment for each.

H.635 — An act relating to long-term care facilities. This
bill strengthens the receivership laws for long-term care fa-
cilities when the State takes control of such facilities due to
health and safety of residents.

H.926 — An act relating to changes to Act 250. Act 250 is
Vermont’s land use law; the current law is now 50 years old,
having been enacted under the administration of Governor
Deane Davis. This bill modernizes the act, including stream-
lining of permitting in designated downtowns and villages.

H.934 — An act relating to renter rebate reform. This bill
significantly streamlines the renter rebate program for very
low income Vermonters, as well as simplifying the adminis-
tration of the program in the Tax Department.

S.23 — An act relating to increasing the minimum wage.
This was a bill that passed the House and Senate earlier this
year and was vetoed by the Governor. The Senate overrode
the veto a couple of weeks ago and this week the House did
as well on a vote of 100-49. This bill is now law and the
minimum wage will raise to $12.55 over the next two years
and then it is indexed to consumer prices. The bill does not go
to $15/hour, which was under debate last year.

S.54 — An act relating to the regulation of cannabis. This
bill implements a tax-and-regulate system for cannabis. Can-
nabis was legalized in Vermont in 2018. The total taxation on
the product is 20% through a combination of sales and excise
taxes. Prevention and education efforts will utilize up to 30%
of tax receipts. Towns will have the option to “opt in” to
retail sales establishments.

As always, I can be reached at twood@leg.state.VT.us.

WEEKLY LEGISLATIVE UPDATES
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DEBORAH RAWSON MEMORIAL LIBRARY
The Deborah Rawson Memorial Library, Jericho, will be

continuing our regular hours. Please if you are not feeling well
just call the library to renew your items. We do not charge
fines and we are happy to extend due dates until you are
feeling better. We are closely monitoring the ever-evolving
situation around COVID-19 and will remain diligent in re-
sponding and adhering to standards and protocol set forth by
the Centers for Disease Control and the Vermont Depart-
ment of Health. The Wine and Dessert fundraiser scheduled
for Saturday, March 28 has been cancelled; if you have pur-
chased tickets please bring them to the library for a full re-
fund.

Climate Change, Polar Bears and the Arctic originally sched-
uled for Thursday, March 26, 7:00 PM has been postponed
until next fall. For more information, email phyl@together.net.

All events are free; some activities require advance regis-
tration.

Adult Programs
Legislative Update — Thursday, March 19, 6:30 – 8:00

PM. George Till and Trevor Squirrel will be here to provide
legislative information and answers to your questions.  Please
feel free to drop in and meet up with your representatives.

Cook the Book: Feeding a Family — Monday, March 23,
12:15 PM. For the month of March our selected cookbook is
Feeding a Family by Sarah Waldman. The book is on display
and will be available for you to make a free photocopy of
your selected recipe. We are requesting that you make two
copies of your recipe, one for you to take home and the other
to leave at the front desk of the library. On Monday, March
23 at 12:15 PM, bring your prepared dish and a serving
utensil to the program room where you and other partici-
pants will have the opportunity to sample each other’s cre-
ations. The library staff will assist you in signing up for the
event and provide you with a form to avoid two people
preparing the same food. Advanced registration required —
please sign up at the circulation desk or call 899-4962 to
register.

Mystery Book Club: The Dance of the Seagull — Tues-
day, March 24, 7:00 PM.

Jericho Conservation Commission presents: A Survey of
Citizen Science Apps — Wednesday, March 25, 7:00 PM.
Are you curious about the citizen science apps e-bird and
iNaturalist? Join Conservation Commission member Sabina
Ernst in an introduction to the basics of these tools. Both
programs can be run on your computer and/or a phone and
we will cover the steps to setting up an account and entering
your observations. Learn how you can use this technology to
help scientists around the globe gather data on our natural
world.

Mah Jongg: Friday, March 27, 1:00 PM. Please join us as
we explore the ancient Chinese tile game of winds, dragons,
and number tiles. If you like Rummy-style card games, you’ll
love Mah Jongg! All are welcome, no experience necessary!
And on Monday, March 30 at 6:30 PM, Mah Jongg Mad-
ness 2020! It’s almost time for the new Mah Jongg card, and
that means that it’s your last chance to show off your 2019
skills. Join us on the fifth Monday in March for Mah Jongg
Madness!

Immigrant Justice Forum: What is Happening in Vermont
with Refugees, Immigrants, and Asylum Seekers? — Sunday,
March 29, 2:00 PM. There is much concern about immigra-
tion in our country, and the ever-changing context impacts
those hoping to come or who are already here in Vermont.
Michele Jenness, legal counsel at AALV in Burlington, and
Laurie Stavrand, volunteer coordinator at USCRI-Vermont in
Colchester (formerly known as VT Refugee Resettlement
Program), will give updates and share stories of migrants,
immigrants, asylum seekers, and refugees served by these
organizations. Learn practical ways to do something to help
make a difference in the lives of these new neighbors. This
event is the fourth in a series of community forums on immi-
gration sponsored by Good Shepherd Lutheran Church, the
United Church of Underhill, and the Mount Mansfield UU
Fellowship. Questions? Contact Jan Steinbauer 802-488-
4041.

Youth Programs
Storytime returns! Wednesdays, March 18, 25, 10:30 –

11:30 AM. On March 25, come meet our new Youth Librar-
ian, Abbey, and join her for March themed stories, songs,
crafts, and a nutritious snack! For preschool.

Storytime with Beth and David London: Fridays, March
20, 27, 10:30 – 11:30 AM. Beth and David London, formerly
of Poker Hill School, will share songs and stories with young
children and their families! Snack will follow. For preschool.

LEGO Time — Tuesday, March 17, 2:45 – 4:30 PM. Join
us after school for LEGO construction time. Participate in
LEGO building challenges and create, construct, and share
your works with other LEGO builders. No registration re-
quired. Children under the age of 8 must be accompanied by
a caregiver. For preschool, elementary.

Movie Matinee — Friday, March 20, 1:00 – 2:30 PM.
Miles Morales becomes his universe’s Spider-Man and
crosses paths with Spider-people from other dimensions,
and they all work to stop a threat against all realities. We will
provide popcorn and lemonade just after the movie starts.
Children under the age of 8 must be accompanied by a caregiver.
For preschool, elementary, teen.

Bad Art — Tuesday, March 24, 2:45 – 4:00 PM. Go ahead
and leave your talent and your taste at home. We have glitter,
beads, specialty papers, pipe cleaners, and much more for
you to go wild and make your Bad Art Creation! No registra-
tion required. For teens.

Card and Board Games — Thursday, March 26, 2:45 –
4:30 PM. Come play silly, fast-paced card games like Happy
Salmon or Trash Pandas, and traditional board games like
checkers, Pictureka, and many more! No registration required.
For elementary, teen.

Library hours: Tuesday 12:00 – 8:00 PM, Wednesday
10:00 AM – 6:00 PM, Thursday 12:00 – 8:00 PM, Friday
10:00 AM – 6:00 PM, Saturday 10:00 AM – 2:00 PM, Sun-

day 1:00 – 4:00 PM; closed Monday. For information on any
library programs, call 899-4962.

JERICHO TOWN LIBRA RY
Effective immediately and until Thursday, April 30, all

Jericho Town Library programs are cancelled. In addition,
our meeting room is closed to all groups. We will notify
everyone who has a reservation. We apologize for the incon-
venience. These decisions were made in support of the cur-
rent initiatives suggested by the Center for Disease Control
(CDC) in an effort to reduce public exposure to the COVID-
19 virus. It is our utmost intention to slow the dissemination
of the virus and keep Jericho communities as healthy and
safe as possible. We believe “an ounce of prevention is worth
a pound of cure.” Social distancing measures like cancella-
tions can prevent illness in at least some people, and they can
also slow the rate at which people get sick. According to Dr.
Drew Harris, a population health analyst at Thomas Jefferson
University in Philadelphia, “Mitigation efforts like social
distancing help reduce the disease caseload on any given date,
and can keep the healthcare system from becoming over-
whelmed.” The library remains open, but will close in the
case that area schools close. We ask that if you are feeling ill
or are experiencing symptoms of illness to please remain
home and visit the library at a later time. We also ask that
folks entering the library wash their hands upon entering to
keep our community as healthy as possible. If you can’t
come to the library or you’re limiting your time in public
places, know that you can access library services 24/7 online,
using your current Jericho Town Library card, including down-
load e-books and audio books via OverDrive/Libby. If you
have difficulty accessing online resources, including Libby,
do not hesitate to call the library 802-899-4686 or reach me
via email at lisa@jerichotownlibraryvt.org. You can stay up-
to-date on library related information and happenings by
checking our website: www.jerichotownlibraryvt.org and fol-
lowing us on social media. With thanks for your support &
understanding — Lisa Buckton, Director, Jericho Town Li-
brary

Jericho Town Library hours: Mondays 2:00 – 5:00 PM,
Tuesdays 10:00 AM – 12:00 PM and 2:00 – 5:00 PM, Wednes-
days 10:00 AM – 12:00 PM and 2:00 – 7:00 PM, Thursdays
10:00 AM – 12:00 PM and 2:00 – 5:00 PM, Fridays 2:00 –
5:00 PM, Saturdays 10:00 AM – 12:00 PM.

For more information on programs and library services,
please visit our website www.jerichotownlibraryvt.org or call
899-4686.

VARNUM MEMORIAL LIBRARY
JEFFERSONVILLE

It is with a heavy heart that the Varnum Memorial Library
has decided to cancel the following upcoming youth pro-
grams: Roald Dahl Book Club on Monday, March 16 (still
scheduled for Monday, March 23); LEGO Club on Wednes-
day, March 18 (still scheduled for Wednesday, April 1); No
Strings Marionette Show on Saturday, March 21 (to be re-
scheduled, date TBD); Miss Flora’s Tap A Long Time on
Saturday, March 28 (still scheduled for Saturday, April 25).
Please check our web page, FPF, Facebook, etc. for the latest
news regarding our scheduling. Stay safe everyone!

Murder in the Vermont Woods: A Story About Race, Class,
and Gender in the 19th Century. This presentation by Jill
Mudgett on Sunday, March 22, 2:00 – 3:30 PM tells the
story of an Indigenous man from southern New England who
came to central Vermont during the late 19th century and was
the victim of a murder. The story recreates community con-
nections in a rural Vermont hill town. It is a story about
poverty, racism, disability, and gendered violence against
women, but is also a story about Indigenous movement and
choice despite great obstacles. Jill Mudgett is a cultural his-
torian with an interest in the connection between the people
and the environment of northern New England. She holds a
Ph.D. in American history and has experience in interdisci-
plinary studies and is engaged in collaborative scholarship
with other Vermont researchers. She is an occasional com-
mentator on Vermont Public Radio and is interested in public
history outreach. Sponsored by the VT Humanities Council.

Crafting Circle, Thursdays, 5:30 PM. It’s winter and that
means that the Craft Circle is starting again! Bring your cur-
rent W.I.P. (Work-in-Progress) or come to get ideas and learn
something new. Be sure to take a gander at our growing col-
lection of craft-related materials. All crafts welcome. No pre-
registration required, just bring your supplies and join in!

Spanish Conversational Hour: Fridays, 6:00 – 7:00 PM.
Join native Spanish speaker Milagro as she guides the group,
helps with pronunciation, and plays a few games to help
with vocabulary.

Family or Friends and Pet Portraits: Sunday, April 26,
12:00 – 5:00 PM. Save the date! Wouldn’t Mom love a fam-
ily portrait for Mother’s Day? We’ve got them just in time
— a professional portrait with friends or family. (Well-be-
haved furry, feathered, and shelled family members are wel-
come.) For just $25, you will get a digital portrait available
for download to print and frame in time for Mother’s Day,
and you’ll support the library.

Crescendo Club Library Association — If you enjoy the
Varnum’s collection and programming, we would enjoy hav-
ing you on our board! Join us for just a few hours each month
and support the library.

The Varnum Library, P.O. Box 198,194 Main St.,
Jeffersonville, 802-644-2117; thevarnum@gmail.com;
www.varnumlibrary.org. Hours: Mondays and Tuesdays
12:00 – 7:00 PM, Wednesdays 3:00 – 7:00 PM, Thursdays
9:00 AM – 7:00 PM, Fridays 2:00 – 5:00 PM, and Saturdays
10:00 AM – 3:00 PM. Closed Sundays.

WESTFORD PUBLIC LIBRARY
Story Time: Thursdays, 11:30 AM.
Fiber Arts Group: Thursdays, 6:30 – 8:00 PM.
Crazy 8’s Math Club: Crazy 8’s is for grades K-2 and

meets every Thursday through April 30 (no class on April
23), 3:00 – 5:00 PM. Those enrolled take Bus #3 from
Westford School. Class ends at 4:30 PM. The class is full,
but there is a waitlist.

Census Saturday: March 28, 10:00 AM – 12:00 PM. The
library will help you navigate your online census taking, from
available computers, help reading forms, and help filling out
forms online. Plus coffee and doughnuts!

Travel Talk: Wednesday, March 18, 7:00 – 8:30 PM. Des-
tination: Japan presented by Jason and Michaela Crooks.

Stuffed Animal Sleepover, Friday, March 20: Drop off
you furry friend any time March 18-20 but by 7:00 PM on
March 20! The animal will have a fun sleepover. Pick them
up and have breakfast with them the next morning. Bree will
have a slideshow ready of all the fun things they did over-
night.

Breakfast with your Animal after the Stuffed Animal
Sleepover: Saturday, March 21, 9:00 – 10:00 AM. All ani-
mals must be picked up by 2:00 PM.

Adult Book Group: Wednesday, March 25, 7:00 – 8:00
PM. The Lake House by Kate Morton.

Art with Janet Weaving: Friday, March 27, after school to
5:00 PM. Signup required.

CookBook Club: Wednesday, April 7, 7:00 – 8:30 PM.
Tapas and Other Spanish Plates to Share. Bring an authentic
taste of Spain to your table with this collection of over 60
recipes for small plates to share. Come in to get a recipe, cook
it, and bring it in with you. The library will take care of the
dishes!

Library Hours: Wednesday, 1:00 – 7:00 PM, Thursday
10:00 AM – 7:00 PM, Friday 1:00 – 7:00 PM, Saturday
10:00 AM – 2:00 PM; http://westfordpubliclibrary.org;
westfordpubliclibrary@gmail.com. Like us on Facebook. 878-
5639; Bree Drapa, Librarian.

RICHMOND LIBRARY
Please check the Library’s Facebook or webpage regularly.

In light of rapidly evolving coronavirus cases in the region,
Vermont health officials have stated that the number of con-
firmed cases will increase in Vermont. The Library may dis-
continue programs and other events and reduce hours or pos-
sibly close the library. Also, please be aware that the Library
does not have the capacity to disinfect the entire building.
Please use all precautions to protect yourself and your fam-
ily from infection. And please do not visit the Library if you
have been ill or with someone who has been ill. Browse the
Library’s catalog at rfl.kohavt.org and use your account to
choose items for us to pull and have ready for you, go to our
website and make use of available digital eBook and audiobook
downloads. It’s great to see your friends and neighbors, but it
might be a good idea to keep your distance for a few more
weeks.

Postponed to Wednesday, April 29, 7:00 PM: The 1920s
Style of Vermont’s Mill Girls: A Costumed Presentation.
The glitz and glam of the 1920s is a favorite theme for cos-
tume parties because it’s the perfect excuse to break out
feathers and fringe, but the decade was more than one big
party. In 1920 women and girls went to work in Vermont’s
textile mills in much more practical attire, while still doing
their best to remain stylish. This event is a chance to re-
imagine what it means to “dress up like it’s 1920” by explor-
ing the wardrobes of female mill workers. Textile historian
Eliza West will bring these women to life through a costumed
presentation.

UVM Field Naturalists Presentation: How do we share
the planet with the rest of life? Using E.O. Wilson’s Half-
Earth concept, Eric Hagen will give a presentation about pro-
tecting biodiversity here in the Winooski Watershed, and
throughout Vermont. The event will open with a special
“crankie” show from folk musician Grace Glynn. Using a
moving panorama, a banjo, shadow puppets, and old songs,
Grace tells stories about people and their ties to the more-
than-human world. Eric and Grace are both graduate students
in the University of Vermont’s Field Naturalist program.
Monday, April 13, 7:00 PM.

Sleepy Hollow Ski and Bike Center and Catamount Out-
door Family Center Passes: We have new improved 2020
passes for Sleepy Hollow in Huntington and Catamount in
Williston. The benefits to pass holders include free day or
half-day entry for up to two adults and two children in the
same family. A family can use the pass once a season. This is
a great way to experience these local outdoor centers for
perhaps the first time. Thanks go out to RiseVt for funding
the passes and to Sleepy Hollow and Catamount for working
with the library to provide this opportunity to get out and
ski, snowshoe, hike, trail run, or bike. Ask for the passes
year-round at the circulation desk.

Welcome New Babies: We will greet some of our youngest
residents at the annual baby brunch and book dedication on
Sunday, March 22. If you welcomed a new baby to your
household in 2019 and you missed the brunch, stop by to see
what special book has been placed in the library collection in
honor of your child.

Women Speak: Resistance Art by Meta Strick, mixed me-
dia artist; India Tresselt, fiber artist; and Sarah Rosedahl,
painter, illustrator and cartoonist. They present their Resis-
tance Art, art created in response to recent political and cul-
tural events and concerns. This show will be up through
Tuesday, March 31.

The Climate Crisis: A Commumity Art Exhibition What is
climate change? What are greenhouse gases? What are the
results and outcomes of global warming? What can we do to
reverse or slow this phenomenon? Local artists, artistic people
and other concerned citizens of all ages express, communi-
cate and illustrate their feelings, emotions, concerns, and ideas
about climate change for this communmity exhibition spon-
sored by Radiate Art Space and the Richmond Climate Ac-
tion Committee. The exhibit will be shown at the Richmond
Free Library and Richmond Town Center during the month
of April 2020.

Climate Crisis Art Open House and Poetry and Prose
Reading Join us to celebrate all the ART created as part of the
Climate Crisis Community Art Exhibition and a special po-
etry and prose reading on Wednesday, April 22 at 5:30 PM.

Mostly Fiction Book Group: Young Jane Young by Garielle
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Zevin. Aviva Grossman, an ambitious Congressional intern
in Florida who makes the life-changing mistake of having an
affair with her boss who is beloved, admired, successful, and
very married, and blogging about it. Tuesday, April 14, 6:00
PM.

Mystery Book Group: Widows of Malabar Hill by Sujata
Massey. Bombay, 1921: Perveen Mistry, the daughter of a
respected Zoroastrian family, has just joined her father’s law
firm, becoming one of the first female lawyers in India. Armed
with a legal education from Oxford, Perveen also has a tragic
personal history that makes her especially devoted to cham-
pioning and protecting women’s rights. Thursday, April 16,
7:00 PM.

LearningExpress is now available on our website under the
Online Services tab. LearningExpress is a highly acclaimed
eLearning platform that provides support to students and
professionals for academic skill-building, tutorials, occupa-
tional exploration, standardized test prep, career certifica-
tion test prep and more. Patrons create their own account
where they can keep track of modules explored.

Weekly Youth Programs: Details about our regularly sched-
uled programs appear below. Weekly children’s programs at
the Library run September through May and follow the
MMUUSD schedule for vacation days and weather closure
days.

Baby Laptime: This short, active storytime is for our
youngest little book lovers and their grown ups. We’ll look at
picture books, sing simple songs, do some rhyming and bounc-
ing and sometimes get out the shakers and scarves. Designed
for infants and early toddlers. Join us on Mondays, 10:30
AM.

Playgroup with Stories and Songs: The good times kick
off with songs and shakers around the colorful alphabet rug.
Next up is storytime and snacks (bring your own). Then, the
toys and art supplies come out for free play and crafts. Co-
sponsored by the Lund Center. Kids from infant to age five
and their caregivers are invited to join us in the community
room on Wednesdays, 10:00 AM – 12:00 PM.

Preschool Storytime: This special storytime is for chil-
dren ages 3-5. We will share picture books, songs, and activi-
ties with a focus on the six pre-reading skills that form a
child’s early literacy experience and help set them up for a
lifelong love of books and reading. Join us on Fridays, 10:30
AM.

Item due and overdue reminders are automatically gener-
ated by our library software. However, if you’d like to reply
to these messages, they will come to our regular email box
where we can see it. If you’ve returned something and are
still getting messages, please let us know. Unfortunately, our
software can’t tell when a human messes up, so we won’t
know that you’ve returned something unless you let us know.
If it’s been returned, we should be able to find it and fix the
problem.

Open Monday and Wednesday 10:00 AM – 8:00 PM,
Tuesday and Thursday 1:00 – 6:00 PM, Friday 10:00 AM –
6:00 PM, Saturday 10:00 AM – 2:00 PM; closed Sunday.

Richmond Free Library, 201 Bridge St., P.O. Box 997,
Richmond, VT 05477; 434-3036; fax 434-3223;
www.richmondfreelibraryvt.org.

DOROTHY ALLING MEMORIAL LIBRARY
WILLISTON

Meditation Program: Friday, March 20, 12:00 – 1:00 PM.
Lower your stress level and unlock calm at our bi-monthly
meditation program. Learn about the different types of medi-
tation through practice, breath work, and balancing Chakras.
All levels are welcome.

Mah Jongg: Wednesday, March 25, 1:00 – 3:30 PM. Learn
how to play, revisit the game, or just enjoy the game of Mah
Jongg. Come alone or bring a friend and play with members
of our community. All experience levels are welcome.

Brown Bag Book Club: Tuesday, March 17, 12:30 – 1:30
PM. Meet others who love to talk about books. This month
we will discuss The Silent Patient by Alex Michaelides. Books
are available at the front desk. Beverages and dessert pro-
vided.

Current Events Conversation: Wednesday, March 18,
10:30 AM – 12:00 PM. Gather with others interested in
discussing newsworthy topics.

Movie: Wednesday, March 18, 5:30 PM. New release.
Billi’s family returns to China under the guise of a fake wed-
ding to stealthily say goodbye to their beloved matriarch, the
one person who doesn’t know she only has a few weeks to
live. Snack provided. Rated: PG (141 minutes).

Read to a Cat: Thursday, March 19, 3:30 – 4:30 PM. Read
to Edgar, a therapy cat in training. Pre-register for a one-on-
one reading session. All ages.

Tech Tutor: Friday, March 20, 4:00 – 6:00 PM. One-on-
one technology help from a teen. Guarantee a time by making
a 30 minute appointment, 878-4918. Drop-ins are welcome
if space is available.

Classical Music Encounters: Monday March 23, 6:00 –
7:00 PM. The Wu Brothers introduce audiences to classical
music through performance and commentary.

Dorothy Alling Memorial Library, 21 Library Lane,
Williston; 878-4918 or www.williston.lib.vt.us.

FAIRFAX COMMUNITY LIBRARY
All library programs through March 31 are cancelled. The

school is stopping all after school activities as well, and the
library will no longer be available as a place for students to
meet after school. As frustrating as it is to cancel programs, at
this time the library will be open for book checkout. Histori-
cally, cancelling events and other forms of social distancing
have been shown to greatly lessen the rate of infection and
prevents health care systems from getting overwhelmed with
new cases.

We are sanitizing surfaces, computer keyboards, and door
handles. There are links to reliable information about COVID-
19 on our website if you would like to know more about the
virus and prevention.

We apologize for any inconvenience this all may cause,
and we hope that you all stay safe and healthy!

—The Staff at Fairfax Community Library
Hours: Monday and Wednesday 8:30 AM – 5:30 PM;

Tuesday and Thursday 8:30 AM – 8:00 PM; Friday 8:30
AM – 3:15 PM; Saturday 9:00 AM – 1:00 PM.
www.fairfaxvtlibrary.org, 802-849-2420. Call or email
libraryprograms@fwsu.org. For up-to-date info about pro-
grams, visit our website www.fairfaxvtlibrary.org, where you
can also find a link to the interactive Google calendar.

BROWNELL LIBRARY, ESSEX JUNCTION
Mondays, March , 23, 30, April 6 and Thursdays, March

19, 26, April 2, 9, 9:15, 10:15, 11:15 AM and 12:15 PM: Free
Tax Help. For taxpayers with low and middle incomes (an-
nual gross income less than $60,000), with special attention
to those 60 or over. However, if a patron’s tax return is
relatively complex s/he will be advised to seek professional
tax assistance. Volunteer AARP foundation certified tax
preparers Tak and Dorothy Ng will help. Qualified patrons
who wish to avail themselves of the Ngs’ expertise will need
to call (878-6955) or visit the library to make a one-hour
appointment with one of them. Please come in 10 minutes
before your appointment to fill out a required intake and
interview form. If married, both spouses should (but do not
have to) be present during an income tax counseling session.
Taxpayers must have available during their meeting with the
tax-aide counselor all information and documents that have
been received that apply to their 2019 income taxes. Ap-
pointments are available until Thursday, April 9. Reserve
your place for tax-preparation.

Mondays, March 16, 23, 30, and Wednesdays, March 18,
25, 12:00 and 1:00 PM: Tech Help with Clif. Offering one-
on-one technology help. Bring in your new gadget or gizmo
and Clif will sit with you to help you learn its ways! Reser-
vation required. Please call 878-6955 at least 24 hours in
advance.

Tuesdays, March 17, 24, 31 and Wednesdays, March 4,
11, 18, 25, April 1, 10:00 – 10:45 AM: Story Time. We will
engage kids with picture book stories, songs, puppets and
rhymes in the picture book room. Come read and play with
us. For ages 0-5.

Tuesdays, March 17, 24, 31 and Monday, March 23, 10:00
– 11:30 AM: Current Events Discussion Group. A forum for
lively and courteous expression of views about current events,
news, and issues. Come to share or just to listen. Moderated
by Sandy Baird.

Wednesdays, March 18, 25, 3:30 – 4:30 PM: Wonder
Wednesdays: Weather. Make, experiment, collaborate, and
explore your curiosity. Best for ages 6 and up. March 4:
Weather — look at the library’s weather station, and make a
tornado in a bottle and a cloud in a jar. March 11: Celebrate
the Festival of Colors, Holi, with stories, special food and
color art. March 18: Paper bag Stars — design and make your
own. March 25: make puffy paint out of materials you can
find around your house and then create with it! Best for ages
6 and up.

Wednesdays, March 18, 25, 3:30 – 4:30 PM: Read with
Daisy. Daisy loves to listen to kids read every Wednesday.
She is certified by Therapy Dogs of Vermont. Daisy’s owner
is Maddie Nash, a retired school counselor. For all ages.

Friday, March 27, 4:00 – 5:00 PM: Chess Club. Come
play chess for an hour! We provide the chess sets and you
provide the strategy. All ages and skill levels are welcome.

Friday, March 20, 5:30 – 8:30 PM: Dungeons & Dragons:
Campaign Mode. Gather with fellow D&D players and em-
bark on adventures of your own design. This game is for
seasoned players who want a faster paced and more serious
game. There is no designated Dungeon Master, rather partici-
pants have creative control, and players are invited to take
the lead as DM. Come at 5:30 PM to talk about the game or
hang out with fellow players. Game starts at 6:30 PM. All
ages welcome.

Friday, March 27, 9:30 – 10:15 AM: Music with Raph.
Come sing and play with Raph. For all ages.

Friday, March 27, 5:30 – 8:30 PM: Dungeons & Dragons:
Family Night. Learn to play D&D and embark upon imagi-
nary adventures. This is an open play game for new/return-
ing players and families, a Dungeon Master serves as this
role playing game’s referee and storyteller. New players should
arrive at 5:30 PM for help making characters. Game starts at
6:30 PM. All ages encouraged.

Tuesday, March 17, 3:00 – 4:00 PM: Crafternoon. Come
craft with us. We provide the materials, you create!

Tuesday, March 17, 7:00 – 9:00 PM: Brownell Library
Trustees Meeting

Wednesday, March 18, 1:30 – 2:30 PM: Red Clover Group
for Homeschooled Students. This month is the voting party
for students who participated this season. Please bring a
snack to share and celebrate!

Wednesday, March 18, 1:30 – 2:30 PM: Dorothy’s List
Group for Homeschooled Students. This month is the voting
party for students who participated this season. Please bring
a snack to share and celebrate!

Wednesday, March 18, 1:30 – 2:30 PM: GMBA Book
Discussion for Homeschooled Students. This month is the
voting party for students who participated this season. Please
bring a snack to share and celebrate!

Wednesday, March 18, 7:00 PM: Beginner’s Beekeeping.
Come join local, long time beekeeper Hugh Gibson to learn
how to get started with beekeeping. Hugh will do a show-
and-tell using an actual hive (less bees of course) for a hands-
on experience, as well as entertain all your stinging questions.
Everyone will leave with a comprehensive handout of infor-
mation, a beneficial-for-bees flower seed packet, beekeeping
magazine, and an equipment catalog. Buzz on over and meet
Hugh for this sweet topic.

Friday, March 20, 9:30 – 10:30 AM: Play Time for Little
Ones. Active play time for kids 0-5 years old. Build with our
new blocks, build social skills and community connections.

Saturday, March 21, 2:00 – 4:00 PM: Lego Fun! Come
build creatively with Legos and see what others build. For all
ages; children under 9 years old must bring a responsible
caregiver.

Tuesday, March 24, 3:00 – 4:00 PM: LEEP (Library El-
ementary Event Planners). Come eat a snack, hang out with
fellow LEEPers, and do a project or experiment! All 6-8 grad-
ers welcome.

Wednesday, March 25, 7:00 – 8:30 PM: The Trump Ad-
ministration and NATO. Stan Sloan, an internationally-rec-
ognized expert on NATO, will lead a discussion on the cur-
rent relationship of NATO and the Trump administration,
and share his experience last December of being removed by
the U.S. Embassy as a keynote speaker for a conference on
NATO in Copenhagen, Denmark. Stan, a native Vermonter,
is a visiting scholar in political science at Middlebury College
and a Nonresident Senior Fellow at the Atlantic Council of
the United States.

Tuesday, March 31, 2:30 – 4:20 PM: Tuesday Movie
Dora and the Lost City of Gold. A teen moves from the jungle
to high school but soon begins an adventure for the lost city
of gold along with a motley crew of characters. Paramount
Pictures 2019. Rated PG. 102 min. Free popcorn and drinks!

Brownell Library, 6 Lincoln St., Essex Junction. Hours:
Monday, Wednesday, Friday: 9:00 AM – 9:00 PM; Tues-
day, Thursday, Saturday: 9:00 AM – 5:00 PM. Contact Main
Desk 878-6955, Youth Desk 878-6956, Reference Desk 878-
6957, or frontdesk@brownelllibrary.org.

ESSEX FREE LIBRARY
Essex Free Library, 1 Browns River Rd., Essex. Hours:

Monday, Wednesday, Friday: 9:00 AM – 5:00 PM; Tues-
day, Thursday: 9:00 AM – 8:00 PM; Saturday, 9:00 AM –
2:00 PM. 802-879-0313; essexfreelibrary.com.

Training dates at Camp Ethan
Allen Training Site (“the Range”)

NGVT-GSC-HRC March 10, 2020
Range Control 802-899-7013

SUBJECT: Live Fire Training Dates. As a follow up to the
recent town meeting we want to make you aware of Range
Operations taking place during the upcoming month. The
following dates have been compiled in order to provide ad-
vance notice of live fire training events at CEATS (Camp
Ethan Allen Training Site).

Range Usage:
March 2020:
Week of March 9-15:
9-13 March: Small Arms 1600 
10-13 March: BIA NGB 1400 
11 March: ICE 1400  • 14 March: Small Arms 2200 
Week of March 16-22:
16-20 March: BIA NGB 1400 • 16 March: ICE 1400
17 March: U.S. Marshalls1600 
17 March: BIA 1900 
17-19 March: Small Arms/.50 CAL1600 
18 March: ICE 1400  • 18 March: DHS 1600 
19 March: BIA 1900 
19 March: VT State police TSU 1600 
20 March: DEA 1600  • 20 March: ICE 1400 
20 March: Small Arms/.50 CAL 2000 
21 March: Small Arms/.50 CAL 1800
Week of March 23-29:
23-26 March: Small Arms/.50 CAL 2100 
23 March: ICE 1400  and BIA 1900 
24-27 March: U.S. Border Patrol 1600 
25 March: DHS 1600 
26 March: BIA 1900 
26 March: Small Arms 1600 
27 March: ICE 1400 
27-28 March: Small Arms/.50 CAL 2200 
30-31 March: Small Arms/.50 CAL 2100 
April 2020:
Week of April 1-5:
1-5 April: Small Arms/.50 CAL 2100 
Week of April 6-12:
6 April: Small Arms 1600 
8 April: CEATS Security 1600 
9 April: Essex PD 1600 
10 April: Burlington Rifle and Pistol 1200 
11 April: VT State Rifle Pistol Assoc.1600
Week of April 13-19:
12-19 April: Small Arms/.50 CAL/Demo 1600 
15-19 April: Artillery 1600 
14-15 April: U.S. Coast Guard 1600 
Week of April 20-26:
20-26 April: Small Arms 1600 
23 April: Essex Police Dept. 1600 
23 April: U.S. Marshalls 1600 
24 April: Burlington Rifle Pistol 1200 
25 April: VT State Rifle Pistol Assoc.1600 
25-26 April: Artillery 1600
Week of April 27-30:
27-30 April: Small Arms 1600 
27 April: Burlington Police Dept. 1600 
May 2020:
Week of May 1-3:
1-3 May: Small Arms 1600 
Week of May 4-10:
4 May: U.S. Marshalls 1600 
5 May: VT Fish and Game 1600 
6 May: U.S. Marshalls 1600
4-10 May: Small Arms 1600 
Week of May 11-17:
11-17 May: Small Arms 1600 
11-14 May: VT Fish and Game 1600 
11 May: Burlington Police Dept. 1600 
15 May: Essex Police Dept. 1600 
14-15 May: Burlington Police Dept. 1600 
15-16 May: Burlington Rifle Pistol 1200 
16 May: VT State Rifle Pistol Assoc.1600
Week of May 18-24:
18-24 May: Small Arms 1600 
18 May: Burlington Police Dept. 1600 
Week of May 25-30:
25-30 May: Small Arms 1600 
Please feel free to contact us with any concerns that

might arise: ng.VT.vtarng.list.ceats-training-
requests@mail.mil or MAJ Duby Thompson, Range
Operations, Camp Ethan Allen Training Site, VT Army
National Guard, 899-7013.

Library News  continued from page 7
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By Sue Alenick
 United Way Volunteer Columnist

United Way of Northwest Vermont’s mobile-friendly Vol-
unteer Connection connects you to hundreds of local volun-
teer needs. Search by age, date, county, interests or causes
that are important to you. Stay connected to community
needs. Go to www.unitedwaynwvt.galaxydigital.com or con-
tact us, volctr@unitedwaynwvt.org or 860-1677.

PROVIDE A MEAL: ANEW Place is seeking volunteers
every evening to prepare and bring a meal for our homeless
guests. This is a great opportunity to get involved at the
shelter and meet the basic needs of the homeless population
in our city. It also is a terrific way to gain firsthand under-
standing around the issues of homelessness through sharing a
meal with our guests and hearing about some of their experi-
ences. To sign up for an evening, check out the dates that we
need meals on our Meals Calendar at http://anewplacevt.org/
meals/ and schedule online. After you schedule, a member of
our team will be in touch with more details!

TECHIE SPECIAL: ReSOURCE has a volunteer oppor-
tunity for a technologically inclined volunteer to gain hands-
on experience testing equipment for resale. This volunteer
will help process donations of TVs, VCRs, and DVD play-
ers, printers, routers, monitors, speakers, etc. Tasks may
include cleaning donated equipment, testing equipment for
function and quality, and preparing items for resale. Shifts
Monday-Saturday, 9:00 AM – 6:00 PM and Sunday 9:00
AM – 5:00 PM. Contact volunteer@resourcevt.org.

DO DROP IN: Sara Holbrook Community Center’s Drop-
In Center offers a safe and supportive after-school space for
youth to hang out. Students play basketball or soccer in the
gym, play pool, ping pong, and card games, work on home-
work, do crafts, eat dinner, and talk. Volunteers are needed to

spend time with the students playing a game, doing a project,
or just chatting. The Center is open to middle schoolers
Mondays, Tuesdays, Thursdays, and Fridays from 3:00 –
5:30 PM, and Wednesdays from 2:00 – 5:30 PM. Come and
meet some great kids! Contact Donna Diaz, 862-6342 or
ddiaz@saraholbrookcc.org.

ON THE SIDE: The DREAM Program works to close the
opportunity gap for youth in low-income housing. They are
looking for volunteers to help teach skills while siding a build-
ing in at the camp in East Fairfield. All work will benefit local
youth and enable youngsters to attend camp free of charge.
Tuesday, March 31-Thursday, April 2, 9:00 AM -  3:00 PM.
Contact Stephen Addison, 717-793-7835 or
saddison@dreamprogram.org.

HAVE YOUR MAC & CHEESE: The DREAM Program
is also hosting a Mac & Cheese fundraiser to support its
camp program. Volunteers can serve as cooks, servers, set-
up, clean-up, and hosts, or can bring a pre-made Mac &
Cheese dish to the event. Saturday, April 25, 2:00 – 6:00 PM.
Contact Stephen Addison, 717-793-7835 or
saddison@dreamprogram.org.

IT’S A PROCESS: Green Mountain Habitat for Human-
ity is in need of volunteers, age 16 and above, to help process
donations for their ReStore. Tasks include unloading, clean-
ing, testing, sorting, and/or pricing items, and occasional re-
search. Flexible scheduling until 6:00 PM on weekdays and
5:00 PM on weekends. A great opportunity for community
groups and individuals. Regular volunteers enjoy 20% off
ReStore items! Contact Allison DeVoe, 318-7533 or
adevoe@vermonthabitat.org.

ON THE MARKET – Green Mountain Habitat for Hu-
manity needs assistance with digital marketing. Specifics in-
clude SEO and Google Ads, social media management, and e-

Congratulations to the following MMUsic students for their participation in the Northwest District Music Festival. Scholarship performance: Jayme Billings/Alto Saxophone. Wind
Ensemble: Flute – Sydney Segear, Nora Gautsch, and Ada Knauft; Obo – Elliott Austin; Bassoon – Lorelie Austin and Matthew Baldwin; Clarinet – Sophia Rosacker, Matthew Chien,
and Lia Chien; Alto Saxophone – Jayme Billings, Theresa Christiansen, and Izzy Subin-Billingsley; Baritone Saxophone – Colin Low; French Horn – Soitmatua Ole Musa; Trumpet
– Ruth Leech, Aaden Lahiff, and Charlie Clark; Trombone – Ethan Hall and Noah Bushey; Tuba – Andrew Bauer; Percussion – Sam Keller, Craig Rettew, Peter Knepper, and Audrey
Mundell; Timpani – Sam Davis. Concert Band: Flute – Nicole Wright, Darielle Bunney and Hannah Ades; Oboe – Nicholas Vinson; Clarinet – Haleigh Newell-Rentz and Luke
Walters; Alto Saxophone – Gus Gautsch; Tenor Saxophone – Greta Pahl; Trumpet – Lance Hodgett; French Horn – Kayley Selig. Chorus: Aven Baughman, Eleanor Davis, Charles
Fisher, Cara Gagliardi, Jonathan Knakal, Lauren O’Malley, Parker Pitone, Sirena Sawyer.                                                                                                             PHOTO CONTRIBUTED
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marketing. The ideal volunteer would have two or more years
experience or a business that would serve as a consultant for
one to two hours a month. Contact Allison DeVoe, 318-7533
or adevoe@vermonthabitat.org.

ON THE SIDE – The DREAM Program is in need of
volunteers to help NCCC members provide siding for a build-
ing. Assist or teach 10 NCCC members the appropriate skills
so they can help youth attend camp free of charge and par-
ticipate in enrichment programming. Tuesday, March 31-
Thursday, April 2, 9:00 AM – 3:00 PM. Contact Stephen
Addison, 717-793-7835 or saddison@dreamprogram.org.

PICK IT UP – Winooski Valley Park District is looking
for help picking up litter at various parks. Bags and gloves
provided. Contact Timothy Larned, 863-5744 or
timlarned@wpd.org.

A DRIVING NEED – Spectrum Youth & Family Service
is seeking a volunteer or volunteers with experience teaching
folks to drive to help some of their young people who want
to learn to drive. There is a vehicle available for the volunteer’s
use, which can also be used for the youth to take the driving
test. Getting a license can help these young people expand
employment opportunities and secure affordable housing.
Background check and clean driving record required. Contact
Stephanie Ball, 864-7423, Ext. 321, or sball@spectrumvt.org.

HALF-MARATHON – RunVermont is gearing up for its
Saturday, April 11 half-marathon and needs volunteers to
serve as course monitors, finish line support, medical sup-
port, and more. The event starts at Waterfront Park in
Burlington then follows the bike path to Colchester and loops
back to Burlington. Most shifts start at 8:00 or 8:30 AM and
finish earlier than shifts that start later. Complete informa-
tion on volunteer opportunities can be found at https://
runsignup.com/unplugged/volunteer.

By Bree Drapa, librarian
Westford Public Library

If you download books or listen to audiobooks using your
library card, you will want to read this (or watch a short
video about this at https://overdrive.wistia.com/medias/
b6ax1yfed5).

In March, we’re introducing a new option for available
holds in your library’s OverDrive collection: hold redelivery
(or the “deliver later” option). This feature gives users more
control over their holds, so they can borrow and read titles
when it’s most convenient for them.

To support this feature, the automatic hold checkout set-
ting will be removed from your library’s OverDrive collec-
tion. Any current holds will be updated to remove that set-
ting, meaning users will need to manually borrow them when
they’re available.

How does hold redelivery work? When a hold becomes
available, a user will receive a notification and have three
days to pick up the hold. The user can then borrow the hold,
have it delivered later, or cancel it. When a user chooses to
have a hold delivered later, they pick the earliest possible

date to receive the title, keep their place in line, and pass the
copy to the next person in line. After the “deliver later” date,
the user will receive the next available copy.

If a user takes no action during the hold pickup window,
the “deliver after seven days” option will be automatically
applied as a one-time courtesy. If the user takes no action a
second time, their hold will be canceled.

What are some benefits of hold redelivery? Users can bor-
row and read titles when it’s convenient for them. Wait lists
will move more efficiently as users pass books to the next
person in line. The next user in line will be delighted when the
user ahead says, “not now.”

How else can users manage their holds? Users can still
use the “suspend hold” feature before holds are ready to
borrow. Hold suspension lets the user continue moving up
on the wait list without the hold becoming available to bor-
row. This means users can now manage their holds before and
after they become available, giving even more flexibility and
control.

Looking for relatives
of William G. Hoople

While clearing out the storage area of the Jericho Town
Library, we came across a document from the Brooklyn
YMCA commemorating the death on December 28, 1908 of
William G. Hoople, then vice-chairman of the YMCA. If
there are local descendants of Mr. Hoople and you would like
this document, please email skye@jerichotownlibraryvt.org.
Thank you!

Changes to holds for downloadable ebooks, audiobooks
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Jericho Planning
Commission update

Jason Cheney
Jericho Planning Commission Chair

Just a quick update on the long running Commercial Dis-
trict planning project. A Master Plan for the area was com-
pleted and our Town Plan was updated by the end of 2019.
The Planning Commission is now working on updates to our
zoning regulations to bring everything into synch.

The Planning Commission has received the first draft of
suggested changes to our zoning regulations from our con-
sultant in mid-February. I will reiterate: DRAFT, as there is
still much to be done. The PC continues to engage with some
of the landowners in the district, and the Advisory Commit-
tee and the Planning Commission have begun to comment on
the consultant’s suggestions — what is liked, what is not
liked, and what needs more attention. Check out the Join in
Jericho town website to read all the documents. Remember,
no zoning changes are being recommended at this time — we
are still working on ideas and options.

https://jerichovt.org/commercial-district
We hope to have a revised draft, probably the next of

many iterations, to discuss at our next meeting on Tuesday,
March 24. Ideally, we will continue to hear constructive com-
ments from all who wish to comment. We intend to deliver
the community’s feedback to the consultant, who will be
asked to deliver a revised draft for our review in early April.
As a reminder, all the changes/updates will be posted on the
town website.

Also, a quick word on an Official Map: we are looking for
an opportunity to welcome a guest speaker, the Town Plan-
ner from Hinesburg. Once our zoning is updated, we are
considering developing an Official Map to better layout fu-
ture development in this district and for trails and other con-
nections throughout Town. Hinesburg has already done this.
This type of project requires a lot of public engagement so
we hope you will stay tuned and can find some time join us
once a date is selected.

One final comment: Did you know the district has a new
name proposed? The “Mansfield Neighborhood and Busi-
ness District.” Through the Master Plan process, it became
clear that the current name, the “Commercial District,” doesn’t
accurately portray the area, since much of the existing devel-
opment is residential, and businesses will be encouraged to
locate here in a more compact mixed-use walkable setting.
The new name features the area’s dominant view of Mount
Mansfield, which is highly valued by the community.

So, stay tuned please for updates and new drafts, and as
always, we welcome your input, ideas and comments at our
meetings, or directly to me (jasoncheney@ymail.com) or to
Katherine Sonnick (ksonnick@jerichovt.gov), our profes-
sional Town Planner.

ART/PHOTOGRAPHY
The Jericho Town Hall art project Quiet Time is available

for viewing during regular Town Hall hours. The exhibition is
a lively mix of different ideas of “quiet time,” from photos to
fabric. The exhibit will run through April.

DRML is extending an invitation for local artists to dis-
play their art at the Deborah Rawson Memorial Library,
River Rd., Jericho. We traditionally hang on first of month
and take down at the end of the month, but displaying for
two months is also an option. You cannot display prices but
if you are interested in selling you can leave a price list at the
circulation desk and the staff can notify you of interest. Con-
tact DRML (899-4962) for information, or with suggestions
of other artists who may wish to display their art. Now
scheduling March-September.

Radiate Art Space in Richmond is a non-profit community
art center that has teamed up with the Richmond Climate
Action Committee to offer a series of Climate Crisis Work-
shops this winter and spring. All workshops are free, and
offer participants the chance to create climate-focused car-
toons, posters, banners, collages, prints, and other mixed
media works of art. This grassroots proliferation of artistic
expression about the climate crisis will culminate in an art
installation at the Richmond Free Library and Richmond Town
Center for the month of April 2020, and a community gather-
ing on Wednesday, April 22, the 50th anniversary of Earth
Day. All are welcome to submit work for this climate art
show regardless of whether or not they previously partici-
pated in a climate crisis workshop. For more information,
contact Rebecca Rouiller, 922-2423.
Visions of Vermont Art Galleries in Jeffersonville is open
Tuesday-Sunday, 11:00 AM – 6:00 PM. Hosts Jane and
Terry Shaw, 644-8183; Visions of Vermont, 100 Main St.,
Jeffersonville. For more information, visit
www.VisionsofVermont.com.
Dianne Shullenberger Gallery, 228 Nashville Rd., Jericho;
899-4993 or vtdianne@hotmail.com.
Emile A Gruppe Gallery, 22 Barber Farm Rd., Jericho;
gallery hours Thursday-Sunday 10:00 AM – 3:00 PM or
by appointment, 899-3211.
Helen Day Art Center, 90 Pond St., Stowe. Open Tues-
day-Saturday, 10:00 AM – 5:00 PM and by appointment;
802-253-8359, www.helenday.com.
River Arts of Morrisville Inc., 74 Pleasant Rd., Morrisville;
802-888-1261, http://www.riverartsvt.org.
Milton Artists’ Guild Art Center & Gallery, 199 U.S. Rt. 7
South, Milton; open Wednesday-Saturday, 10:00 AM –
6:00 PM and Sundays, 11:00 AM – 3:00 PM (closed
Monday and Tuesday); https://www.miltonartistsguild.org.
HAVOC Gallery, 27 Sears Lane, Burlington;
www.HAVOCGallery.com; HAVOC@havocgallery.com or
800-639-1868. Hours: Wednesdays, Thursdays, and
Fridays, 9:00 AM – 5:00 PM, and every first Friday, 5:00
– 8:00 PM.
Bryan Memorial Gallery, 180 Main St., Jeffersonville; 802-
644-5100; www.bryangallery.org. Gallery hours: Thurs-
day-Sunday, 11:00 AM – 4:00 PM, and by appointment.

MUSIC
On Saturday, March 21, 2:00 PM, the Waterville Union

Church (Church St., Waterville) will present a concert fol-
lowed by a bake sale. These local performers will be there:
The Flats, Sibling Reverie, the Brown Family Singers, Pastor
Devon and Edna Lafountain and Friends. All sales and dona-
tions go to support the general operating expenses of the
church.

THEATER/FILM
Headliners Comedy Club — Monday, March 23, 9:00 –

11:00 PM at Bootleggers’ Lounge, Smugglers’ Notch Resort.
Top flight adult entertainment that is open to the public. See
two of Boston and New York’s funniest comics live! Each
show hosted by either Rob Steen or Jody Sloane. $15 cover
charge includes one draft beer or house wine. Age 21 and
older. Valid ID required.

Vermont Youth Dancers presents As You Are, The Story of
Belle and the Beast, a dance theatre production of the classic
fairy tale. A selfish young prince and his castle staff fall under
a spell of a mysterious enchantress who turns him into a
frightful beast, until he can learn to love and be loved in
return. The misunderstood and determined Belle may be their
only hope, as she takes her mother’s place as prisoner at the
castle. But time is running out… Will the spell be broken?
This wonderful story of community, sacrifice and identity is
told by VYD through exciting hip hop and poignant lyrical
choreography, along with stunning sets, lighting and costumes.
Do not miss this unique performance — the choreography,
song lyrics, and the acting and emotion the dancers put on the
stage is something unusual and beautiful. Please help VYD
raise funds and awareness for the VT Alzheimer’s Associa-
tion. VYD brings this show to two locations this spring –
Mount Mansfield Union High School, Jericho on Friday,
April 17, 6:30 PM and Saturday, April 18, 1:00 and 7:00
PM; and to South Burlington High School on Saturday, May
30, 6:30 PM and Sunday, May 31, 2:00 PM. Tickets are on
sale for all performances.

Funding available
for VT artists, arts organizations

Funding is now available for Vermont artists and arts orga-
nizations through the Vermont Arts Endowment Fund and
the Concert Artists Fund at the Vermont Community Foun-
dation.

The Vermont Arts Endowment Fund awards grants up to
$5000 to support the creation and presentation of new work
by Vermont artists and arts organizations. Grants are typi-
cally made in the fields of dance, theater, music composition
and performance; creative writing including poetry, short sto-
ries, novels, and plays; sculpture, painting, photography,
and film, although work in other media may also be eligible.
The Concert Artists Fund awards grants up to $10,000 on a
two-year funding cycle to support organizations that present
performances of classical music in Chittenden County.

Applications to both funds will be accepted through Fri-
day, May 15. Visit vermontcf.org/availablegrants to learn
more.

Volunteer for Half Marathon
Unplugged

Looking for a fun way to spend a Saturday in April sup-
porting 1300+ runners completing a half marathon along
Burlington’s waterfront? RunVermont is looking for volun-
teers to serve in a variety of capacities. The biggest need is
for course monitors. Other volunteer positions include finish
line, green team, medical biker, merchandise, packet pick-up,
set-up assistant, social media assistant, and traffic control-
lers.

The race takes place on Saturday, April 11 at 9:00 AM.
RunVermont could use your help to pull off another terrific
event promoting wellness in our community through exer-
cise. If you’re interested, contact Joe Payne, 802-863-8412,
or visit www.runvermont.org/get-involved/volunteer.

ART / MUSIC / THEATER
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Award Winning Homes
• Period Design Build
• Additions
• Remodeling
• Sun Rooms

• Porches • Garages
• Baths  Kitchen Remodels
• Roofing • Siding
• Flooring, Hardwood & Tile
• Window & Door Replacement
• Electrical & Plumbing
• Light Painting

23 Kristie Lane
Jericho, VT 05465

www.thurgsteconstructionvt.com

Lawncare & Gardens, Fences Installation/Repairs, Pressure Washing, Stone-Concrete
Walkways, Wall & Patios, Firewood, Light Trucking, Driveway Installation & Repair

York Raking, Brush Hogging, Snow Plowing, Salt and Sanding, Electrical & Much More

Office: 899-2919 - Cell: 734- 8247
Stephan Griffiths Jr. - owner

allphase87@gmail.com

Sanding &
Salting

Services

24 HR
Service

Fully Insured Essex, VT 05452

HOME IMPROVEMENT
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Win a handmade quilt, support a great cause
You could win a beautiful, handmade quilt — queen size, with two matching pillowcases — by entering a raffle to benefit

the Support and Services at Home (SASH) programs in Essex, Hinesburg, Jericho, Richmond, Bolton, Underhill, and
Williston.

Just in time for spring, irises are in full bloom on this stunning piece of work, with primary colors of purple, lavender, light
yellow, and green. The quilt and pillowcases were handmade by a talented SASH participant in Williston. She donated them
to raise funds for SASH activities and events in these communities, knowing how much they contribute to her life.

SASH is a nationally recognized program of care that promotes healthy living, enhances quality of life, and supports aging
in place for older adults. It is a program of the nonprofit, affordable-housing provider Cathedral Square (cathedralsquare.org),
which operates over 25 affordable, service-enriched communities in Chittenden and Franklin counties.

The winner will be announced at the SASH/AgeWell spring luncheon at the Immaculate Heart of Mary Church in Williston
on Tuesday, April 14. You do not have to be present to win!

Tickets are $5 each, or 5 for $20. See the quilt at https://tinyurl.com/SASH-quilt, then email cassano@cathedralsquare.org
or call 802-922-7704 to purchase tickets or for more information.

And please share this raffle with your friends!

Thank you
from MMU School Board

Thank you for your overwhelming support — the Mount
Mansfield school district budget passed 4401-1701! Joining
our board are Tara Arneson and Stuart Morigeau. Edye
Graning, Kevin Campbell, and Ethan Maurer were all re-
elected. The board wishes to thank Angelike Contis and
Michael Marks for their valuable contributions to our schools
and many years on our school boards and committees.

We received feedback that “Mount Mansfield Unified
Union School District” is too long, so we will authorize a
trade name (doing business as) “Mount Mansfield School
District.” The full, legal MMUUSD name may occasionally
be required on some documents, but we will start referring to
ourselves as MMSD and anticipate letterhead and other up-
dates over the summer.

Our board meetings are regularly the first and/or third
Monday of the month (March 2020 is an exception). Three
of our towns’ selectboards also meet the first and third Mon-
days of the month, so we will discuss changing to a different
schedule. Meetings are already planned through June, so any
change would begin next school year.

The Mount Mansfield School Board generally meets the
first and/or third Mondays of each month during the school
year. We use a Policy Governance framework to enable the
Superintendent and Administration to manage the Mount
Mansfield Unified Union School District and allow the Board
to focus on goals and community engagement. Mount
Mansfield Schools include Mount Mansfield Union High,
Browns River Middle, Camel’s Hump Middle, Brewster
Pierce Elementary (Huntington), Jericho Elementary, Rich-
mond Elementary, Smilie Memorial (Bolton), and Underhill
Central schools, as well as the UID preschool.

High school educational travel
to Thailand in April 2021

From the bustling metropolis of Bangkok to the serenity
of Saiyoke National Park, you will gain a broad understand-
ing of this spectacular kingdom. Navigate the Chao Phraya
River canals and battle for bargains at busy markets. Experi-
ence the warmth of the Thai people and test your spice
threshold with their flavorful cuisine. Visit an Elephant Na-
ture Preserve!

The group leader is Gregory Martin, School Counselor
BRMS. This is his 13th year safely providing international
travel experiences for high school students and parents.
There will be an informational meeting in the kiva at
Mount Mansfield Union High School on Thursday, March
19, 6:00 – 7:00 PM. More information and registration are
also available at https://www.eftours.com/tour-website/
2278121NF or greg.martin@mmuusd.org.

Advertise in the Business Directory

2 columns x 1.5 inches
$18.00 each

must  purchase 5 - $90.00

2 columns x 3 inches
$23.00 each

must  purchase 5 - $115.00

2 columns x 4 inches
$35.00 each

must  purchase 5 - $175.00

All ads must be prepaid
Contract  prices available.

Email: Brenda at mtngazette.net
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Heart & Sole program
at BRMS March 24

It’s almost here! The Heart and Sole pro-
gram from Girls on the Run starts at BRMS
with sessions on Tuesdays and Thursdays
from 2:45 – 4:15 PM. All girls at fifth and
sixth grade level, whether at BRMS or home-
schooled, are encouraged to join. It’s about
being active, setting goals, learning life skills,
having fun, and, ultimately, completing a 5K
(3.1 mile) course on Saturday, June 6at the
Champlain Valley Expo. It’s also about being
confident, strong, secure, and connected. Pro-
gram fee is $100. Families can request finan-
cial assistance based on household income.
Sign up today at www.gotrvt.org/register-now
to register online.

Cambridge youth
baseball and softball

Registration is open for the upcoming
spring baseball and softball season! To regis-
ter, please go online to http://
clubs.bluesombrero.com/cambridgellvt. This
is open to all kids that will be between the
ages of 5-12 by August 31.

SPORTS NEWS
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