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By Phyl Newbeck
Special to the Mountain Gazette

For a small town, Bolton has a wide array of activities for 
seniors. From monthly dinners and coffees to pickleball, yoga, 
and needlecraft, there is a dizzying array of choices. According 
to Jack Lazarowski, the Community Senior Center, which is 
designed for residents of Bolton, Richmond, and Huntington, 
provides the most comprehensive activity for retirees in the 
region. “The senior center has no paid staff,” Lazarowksi said, 
“but it’s never felt as though our activities are limited by the lack 
of a formal structure.”

According to Martha Nye, the Community Senior Center’s 
success grew out of failure. “I got on the board in 2014,” she 
said. “They asked me to join because of my background in 
development since they were trying to get a building. That didn’t 
happen and we were upset, and someone said ‘let’s go hiking,’ 
and then someone else said, ‘let’s play croquet,’ and at that point 
we realized that we had underutilized buildings and fields where 
activities like that could take place.”

Nye puts out a weekly newsletter with Community Senior 
Center activities and programs which has 750 subscribers. 
Activities include outdoor recreation like hiking, kayaking, and 
golf; health and wellness activities like bone builders, yoga, and 
meditation; learning and enrichment, which includes foreign 
language discussions, genealogy, and memoir writing; and indoor 
activities like recipe exchanges, wood turning, and needlecraft.

Nye said the center shut down in March of 2020 and began 

virtual programming that fall. Last June, they began to meet in-
person again. Although the center is designed to serve Bolton, 
Richmond, and Huntington, Nye said there are just as many 
people from Essex, Hinesburg, Jericho, Underhill, and Williston. 
Some events bring participants from across the state, with line 
dancing drawing people from as far as Enosburgh Falls and 
Vergennes. Approximately 500 people have attended Senior 
Center events.

Lazarowski is in charge of the monthly Bolton Community 
Chats, which take place on Wednesdays from 10:00 – 11:00 
AM either inside or outside the Bolton Fire House. Lazarowski 
provides the coffee and donuts for a group that ranges between 
six and 12 people. “There’s a large oval table in the Fire House,” 
he said, “so it’s big enough for different conversations at either 
end.” Although anyone can attend the gatherings, the mid-
morning hour means it is mostly retirees. “I think of myself as 
the host for the affair, so my responsibility starts with making 
sure coffee is made and I periodically go around and refill mugs,” 
Lazarowski said. “My responsibility also includes, if necessary, 
nudging a conversation, but that’s hardly ever needed. This just 
happens to be a group that has active minds and don’t hesitate to 
talk about things they’re serious about.”

For those looking for more than coffee, Doris Wheelock has 
been putting on senior dinners for over twenty years. “I had this 
feeling that we needed to do something for seniors in Bolton,” 
she said. “There was nothing at the time and I thought we should 

Westford’s 1705 VT Rt. 128 project: 
background, new website

By Melissa Manka, Westford Town Planner
The Planning Commission (PC) has created a new website 

dedicated to providing information on the 1705 VT Route 128 
Property project. The website link is http://www.westford1705.
com. In addition to FAQs, the website provides information 
about the history of the property, and background about the 
planning process and our partners Vermont River Conservancy, 
Champlain Housing Trust, and Green Mountain Habitat for 
Humanity.

This project is still in its initial stages. There are still many 

A community for seniors in Bolton

A group of Bolton seniors relaxing with coffee. 
                                                                  

A group of Bolton seniors hiked to Preston Pond in a previous 
year; the first hike this year will be to Preston Pond.
 

Bolton seniors playing pickleball, which happens four times per 
week. Because demand for pickleball is growing, the seniors 
group started Pickleball For Beginners! 
                                                                 PHOTOS CONTRIBUTED

feed them once a month and get them together and socialize.” 
Initially the get-togethers were luncheons at the Smilie School, 
but since many seniors were still working, Wheelock switched to 
dinners, which made it impossible to use the school. Thankfully, 
the fire station was available.

At the onset, Wheelock had a committee which helped with 
the dinners but these days, although there is one woman who 
helps with decorations and paper products, she and her husband 
are fully in charge of the food. The town has opened a bank 
account to provide funds for what averages out to 16 people per 
dinner. Wheelock said they have some new, younger participants 
and others who are in their 90s. Scalloped potatoes and ham are a 
hit for Easter, prime rib is generally on the menu in January, and 
May often features barbecued chicken and pasta salad. “I love 
hearing the stories from our seniors,” Wheelock said. “Some of 
them have been here all their lives. It’s great to get together and 
reminisce and catch up on goings-on around town.” Wheelock 
said that anyone over 60, even those living outside Bolton, are 
invited to attend. “We’d love to have more people,” she said.

“This is probably the most active senior center in the state,” 
Nye said, “and it’s all volunteer run. I hope we never have paid 
staff.” Nye said she retired in 2006 knowing only three people 
in Richmond despite three decades in the community. “Now I 
know 500 people in the area,” she said. “I can’t tell you what an 
amazingly organic thing this is.”

hurdles to overcome. The Town does not own or control the 1705 
property. The Town has no contract to buy this property and the 
PC is not recommending that the Town use taxpayer funds to buy 
the property. Nor is the PC recommending that the Town be the 
developer of the property. The steps the PC has taken to get to 
where we are today are as follows:

About three years ago, the Planning Commission learned that 
the owner of the 1705 property intended to put it on the market 
for sale. At that time, the PC discussed if it might be possible to 
work with the property owner to gain benefits and advantages for 
the Town. Specifically, could the Town acquire a portion of the 
1705 property on which it could build a new or expanded Town 

Office. The property owner agreed to hold off listing the property 
for sale and to work with the Town to investigate if any such 
arrangement was possible. That investigation led the PC to the 
Vermont River Conservancy (VRC) and the Vermont Housing 
and Conservation Board (VHCB, http://vhcb.org).

The VRC is a non-profit organization that acquires land with 
the goal of protecting public access to rivers and streams. One of 
its business models is to partner with other funding sources (like 
VHCB) to buy private land adjacent to Vermont rivers, establish 
permanent public access to the river, and then use the remaining 
land for public, municipal, or other purposes, such as housing.
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News continued from page 1

4-H NEWS

Winners in the 8- and 9-year-olds age group at the State 4-H 
Horse Hippology Contest on Sunday, May 15 in Colchester 
were (from left) Nora Kidder, Cambridge (first); Josephine 
Kascha-Hare, Milton (second); Elizabeth Foreman, Fairfax 
(third); and Leigh Ann Judd, Wolcott (fourth). 

(From left) Paityn Paradee, Swanton; Natalie Chevalier, 
Franklin; Brooklyn Miller, Craftsbury; and Elyse Thurber, 
Bellows Falls, who all placed in the State 4-H Horse Judging 
Contest held Sunday, May 15 in Colchester, in the 10- to 
11-year-old age group. Missing from the photo are: Gabrielle 
Senecal and Claire Romano, both from Fairfax. 

High scorers in the 12- and 13-year-old age group at the State 
4-H Horse Hippology Contest on Sunday, May 15, were (front 
row, from left): Emma Sibley, Georgia; Jackson Tylenda, 
Essex Junction; Sydney Gorton, Milton; and Kelsey Paradee, 
Swanton. Back row: Madeline Langlois, Westford; Autumn 
Dailey, Walden; Sara DiStasio, Londonderry; Madison 
Trudell, Fairfax; and Hannah Gendreau, Orwell. Missing 
from the photo: Reese Kilburn, Williston. 

Earning the Top 10 spots in the Senior Division, ages 14-18, 
at the State 4-H Horse Judging Contest on Sunday, May 15 in 
Colchester were (front row, from left): Ella Dubin, Northfield, 
MA; Allessandra Hoffman, Milton; Madison Markwell, 
Vernon; Britney Zager, Gill, MA; and Jenna Dolloph, Grafton. 
Back row: Haileigh Demers, Westford; Shyanne Wedge, 
Shoreham; Logan Claypool, Milton; Jasmine Ackley, Vernon; 
and Rose Ouimette, Rutland.   PHOTOS BY CASSIE KENNETT

4-H Horse club members 
have exciting competition day

Sunday, May 15, 2022 was a busy, jam-packed day for the 44 
horse-savvy 4-H’ers who took part in two competitions: horse 
judging and hippology.

The day began at the Blackrose Morgan Farm in Colchester, 
where they judged Morgan geldings in hand, stock horse in 
hand, English pleasure, and Western pleasure. The host farm 
provided half of the horses for the classes, and Erin Longworth 
Performance Horses of Milton supplied the other half.

At the conclusion of judging, the participants moved to 
Champlain Valley Exposition in Essex Junction for hippology, 
which consisted of a general knowledge written test, slides, 
and identification stations. The scores of all three phases were 
combined for an overall score and rankings. Up to ten rosette 
ribbons were handed out in each age group in each contest.

Placements in the judging contest were as follows:
8- and 9-year-olds: Leigh Ann Judd, Wolcott (first); Josephine 

Kascha-Hare, Milton (second); Elizabeth Foreman, Fairfax 
(third); and Nora Kidder, Cambridge (fourth).

10- and 11-year-olds: Paityn Paradee, Swanton (first); Claire 
Romano, Fairfax (second); Natalie Chevalier, Franklin (third); 
Gabrielle Senecal, Fairfax (fourth); Brooklyn Miller, Craftsbury 
(fifth); Elyse Thurber, Bellows Falls (sixth).

12- and 13-year-olds: Kelsey Paradee, Swanton (first); Emma 
Sibley, Georgia (second); Madeline Langlois, Westford (third); 
Sydney Gorton, Milton (fourth); Sara DiStasio, Londonderry 
(fifth); Reese Kilburn, Williston (sixth); Riley Mitchell, 

Northfield, MA (seventh); Autumn Dailey, Walden (eighth); 
Hannah Gendreau, Orwell (ninth); Madison Trudell, Fairfax 
(tenth).

Seniors (14 and older): Ella Dubin, Northfield, MA (first); 
Allessandra Hoffman, Milton (second); Madison Markwell, 
Vernon (third); Britney Zager, Gill, MA (fourth); Jenna Dolloph, 
Grafton (fifth); Haileigh Demers, Westford (sixth); Shyanne 
Wedge, Shoreham (seventh); Logan Claypool, Milton (eighth); 
Jasmine Ackley, Vernon (ninth); Rose Ouimette, Rutland (tenth).

Winners in the hippology contest were:
8- and 9-year-olds: Nora Kidder, Cambridge (first); Josephine 

Kascha-Hare, Milton (second); Elizabeth Foreman, Fairfax 
(third); Leigh Ann Judd, Wolcott (fourth).

10- and 11-year-olds: Paityn Paradee, Swanton (first); Brooklyn 
Miller, Craftsbury (second); Claire Romano, Fairfax (third); 
Natalie Chevalier, Franklin (fourth); Elyse Thurber, Bellows 
Falls (fifth); Gabrielle Senecal, Fairfax (sixth).

12- and 13-year-olds: Emma Sibley, Georgia (first); Jackson 
Tylenda, Essex Junction (second); Sydney Gorton, Milton 
(third); Kelsey Paradee, Swanton (fourth); Madeline Langlois, 
Westford (fifth); Autumn Dailey, Walden (sixth); Sara DiStasio, 
Londonderry (seventh); Reese Kilburn, Williston (eighth); 
Hannah Gendreau, Orwell (ninth); Madison Trudell, Fairfax 
(tenth).

Seniors (14 and older): Allessandra Hoffman, Milton 
(first); Madeline Tylenda, Essex Junction (second); Haileigh 
Demers, Westford (third); Ella Dubin, Northfield, MA (fourth); 
Maddie DiStasio (fifth) and Megan Carson (sixth), both from 
Londonderry; Jenna Dolloph, Grafton (seventh); Shyanne 
Wedge, Shoreham (eighth); Britney Zager, Gill, MA (ninth); 

Rose Ouimette, Rutland (tenth).
The contests were hosted by Chittenden County 4-H in 

collaboration with University of Vermont Extension 4-H. For 
information about the Vermont 4-H horse program and events, 
contact Wendy Sorrell, wendy.sorrell@uvm.edu.

Teen leadership and science 
opportunities with 4-H

UVM Extension 4-H has a variety of programs for youth 
this summer and next school year. Check out the following 
opportunities at the 4-H Announcements page, https://www.uvm.
edu/extension/youth/announcements.

• be a teen leader for the Youth Environmental Summit;
• share your knowledge and passion and give a workshop at 

the Youth Environmental Summit;
• serve as a Science Ambassador to lead our teen science cafe 

program and science fun days;
• join us for the Natural Resources Management Academy and 

other Summer of Science programs.
For more information, please contact Lauren.Traister@UVM.

edu.

In order to purchase the 1705 property, VRC will seek funding 
from VHCB. Many entities and municipalities seek funding 
from VHCB for various housing and conservation projects. This 
creates a very competitive environment for the limited dollars 
VHCB has to distribute in any given year. So much so, that 
the likelihood of VHCB funding VRC’s purchase of the 1705 
Property, if it only involved conservation, is very low. In order to 
increase the likelihood of VHCB funding the purchase, affordable 
housing units need to be included as part of the conceptual plan, 
in addition to the permanent public river access. Neither VRC or 
VHCB will develop or build the housing; rather, they will partner 
with other non-profits to provide those services, such as the 
Champlain Housing Trust (CHT) and Green Mountain Habitat 
for Humanity (GMHfH).

GMHfH and CHT are both non-profits. CHT is a community 
land trust that supports the people of Northwest Vermont and 
strengthens their communities through the development and 
stewardship of permanently affordable homes. Founded in 1984, 
it is the largest community land trust in the country. CHT also 
offers financing tools to prospective buyers including homebuyer 
education, pre-home purchase counseling, financial literacy 
education and mentoring, and foreclosure and delinquency 
intervention services.

GMHfH and CHT have created a partnership program that 
enables low- and moderate-income households to become 
homeowners. GMHfH physically constructs the homes. After 
construction is complete, CHT would purchase the homes from 
GMHfH and enroll the homes in the Shared Equity Program. 
After enrollment, the homes would be sold again to the low- and 
moderate-income households. Potential buyers must be income 
eligible and are required to assist with at least 200 hours of 
construction while their home is being built by GMHfH.

Sales within the Shared Equity Program do not require the 
homeowner to pay closing costs. This greatly reduces the cost of 
buying a home. As a standard term of the Shared Equity Program, 
all homes must be sold back to CHT. The equity gained at during 
the sale of the home is split between the original homeowner 
and CHT. CHT uses their funds to cover closing costs, and 
potentially reduce the sale price, for the next buyer of the home. 
The program ensures that homes in the Shared Equity Program 
remain perpetually affordable.

This particular proposal achieves many goals in the Town 
Plan — including the creation of affordable housing; the creation 

of recreational opportunities; the acquisition of additional land 
which can be used for Town Office expansion; the clean-up of 
decades worth of soil contamination; and the improvement of 
stormwater runoff from the Town Common Area to the Browns 
River.

All of this at little to no cost to the Town.

Underhill sees big improvement 
in Green Up Day collections

By Laurie Graham
Roadways around Underhill weren’t “quite like Disneyland,” 

said Selectboard chair Dan Steinbauer, but he was proud enough.
Residents banded together Saturday, May 7 for Green Up 

Day, Vermont’s annual day to clean up roads across the state. 
Steinbauer could be found among the volunteers and town staff 
who gathered at the Underhill Town Garage that Saturday for 
the effort.

Officials believe Underhill collected nearly five times as much 
waste this year compared to last year.

The town offered litter bag collection hours from 9:00 AM 
– 2:00 PM, served up hamburgers and hotdogs, and led walks 
through trails at the Crane Brook Conservation District. There 
were three dumpsters on site — one each for tires, metal, and 
bagged litter. Town leaders extended collection hours this year 
compared to last year, too.

Corrado Canizzaro, a Town Garage worker, said residents 
brought in about 80 discarded tires they had removed from 
roadsides. By 1:30 PM, crews had seen at least 60 cars arrive 
at the garage with Green Up Day bags and debris, said Nate 
Sullivan, Town Highway Department foreman.

Town Administrator Brad Holden attributed the uptick in 
collection this year to fairer weather. On last year’s Green Up 
Day, town residents woke up to a blanket of snow. Lingering 
wariness about the COVID-19 pandemic was likely another 
factor, Holden said.

Underhill resident Carla Hochschild took advantage of the 
extended collection hours to double her efforts that day. First she 
volunteered at Mills Riverside Park in Jericho; then she collected 
debris along Pleasant Valley Road in Underhill, all before bag 
collection at the Town Garage ended.

Town leaders plan to keep the extended hours for next year’s 
Green Up Day.

We have room 
for your ad.

Call Brenda Boutin 
at 802-453-6354 

for more information 
or email 

mtngazette
@gmavt.net.
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SUMMER CAMP INFORMATION

COMING EVENTS

Camps continued on page 11

Bolton, Richmond, Huntington 
July 4th volunteer opportunities

Are you interested in being a part of this year’s 4th of July 
activities in Richmond?

The Greater Richmond Recreation Committee representing 
Bolton, Huntington, and Richmond is looking for volunteers to 
help with various tasks, from set up and breakdown to overseeing 
lawn games and other kid activities. The whole family can 
volunteer together!

Come celebrate in Richmond this year — tell your friends and 
neighbors.

To see the volunteer opportunities and sign up, go online to 
https://forms.gle/SMx3ZMAjSAgV6zLM8. Feel free to share with 
others!

See you on the 4th!

Cambridge 4th of July parade 
and Main Street celebration

Cambridge Area Rotary and Cambridge Arts Council are 
teaming up to create a special event on Monday, July 4th. The 
Parade will follow the same route, but instead of a Town Fair 
behind Cambridge Elementary School, there will be artists, 
vendors, food, games, and more on Main Street, from the 
Community Center to the Church.

The PARADE — Theme: Democracy in Action — begins at 
10:00 AM. It starts from G.W. Tatro’s (floats line-up no later than 
9:30 AM) and the route runs from Main to Depot to Maple to 
Church to Main Streets.

The Parade Grand Marshals this year are Sally Reynolds and 
Bonnie Hitchcock (long-time poll workers).

Parade Prize Categories: Theme, Grand Marshals’ Choice, 
Kids, Business, Vehicle.

The MAIN STREET CELEBRATION runs 11:00 AM – 4:00 
PM. Events and attractions include:

• Arts: Artist Booths, Visions of Vermont, Bryan Gallery (artist 
contact: Monica at monicahawkes@hotmail.com)

• Varnum Library Book Sale
• 2nd Congregational Church: bingo, refreshments
• Rotary’s Silent Auction Table (Eric Tobin painting, Smuggs’ 

Season Passes, and more)
• Music: The Sky Blue Boys & Cookie (featuring Banjo Dan)
• National Anthem: Annie Rheaume
• Food: Scout Troop 39, Waffle Wagon, Kingdom Creamery 

Ice Cream, Red Leaf Gluten Free Beer, Green Mountain Kettle 
Corn, and more (vendor contact: Rockin’ Ron at rcarter@
smuggs.com)

• Community Center event TBD — stay tuned!
• Games: Cambridge Rescue dunking booth, Community 

Center climbing wall, Smuggs’ Country Fair Games, Corn Hole, 
Frog Jump

The FIREWORKS will happen at dusk at Smugglers’ Notch 
Resort.

More information to follow! Events are subject to change.

For questions or more information contact Amy Tower, 802-355-
9671 or atowerinvt@gmail.com.

Saturday, June 4
Annual Underhill Conservation Commission plant sale, 

8:45 – 9:15 AM, Underhill Town Hall, Underhill Center. At 8:45 
AM, bring perennials, annuals, seedlings (flower or vegetable), 
shrubs, berries, or other healthy plants to share in pots, bags, 
boxes, or any other type of container. You can also post “digging 
rights” to plants on your property: bring an index card describing 
the plants, when would be a good time to dig (peonies in the 
fall, etc.), and your name and contact information. Arrive early to 
peruse the offerings and stake out your first choice. Promptly at 
9:00 AM when the moderator says “go,” you can take that plant 
to your gathering spot and stand by your second choice, and so 
on, until the plants are all gone. First plant $5, second $3, third 
$2, the rest $1 each. Proceeds benefit the programs and work of 
the Conservation Commission.

Essex Youth Hockey Cornhole Tournament, 10:00 AM 
registration, games at 11:00 AM, The Essex Experience, 21 
Essex Way (on the green near the T-Rex theater), Essex. Come 
eat, drink, and play at this 1st Annual Summer Kickoff Cornhole 
Tournament, a fundraiser for Essex Youth Hockey Association. 
The cost is $80 per team of two. For more information and to 
register, contact the EYHA Tournament Director David Alofsin, 
dalofsin@gmail.com.

Make-A-Wish Family Fun Day, 4:00 – 7:00 PM, CVU 
High School, Hinesburg. Hosted by CVUHS students, with 
support from the CVU Business Program. Come together as a 
community to eat food, play games, make new friends, and have 
fun — with all proceeds going directly to the Vermont Make-
A-Wish Foundation. To be held outdoors (rain location, CVU 
cafeteria). Tickets pre-purchased online (https://www.eventbrite.
com/e/make-a-wish-family-fun-day-tickets-322143258157): 
adults $12, youth 12 and under $6; or $16 and $8 at the door. A 
food and drink voucher is included with each ticket. Food trucks, 
vendors, music, yard games, face painting, group activities, guest 
speakers, and more! This year’s theme is Hawaiian/Summertime, 
and we are excited to see you dressed up in festive shirts and 
grass skirts! For more information contact Logan Vaughan, 
Loganvaughan@cvdsvt.org.

Burlington Annual Tree Walk, 10:00 AM – 12:00 PM, Lake 
View Cemetery, 455 North Ave., Burlington. Rain or shine, all 
are welcome to this easy walk with Burlington city arborist V.J. 

Comai and Branch Out Burlington! board member and tree 
specialist Bill Allen. They will talk about interesting specimen 
trees and tree identification. Free; donations welcome. For more 
information, contact V.J. Comai, 802-862-8245, or Margaret 
Skinner, 802-656-5440.

Sunday, June 5
Bees & Friends Ballet, 3:00 – 6:00 PM, Isham Family 

Farm, Williston. Dancing Bees, butterflies, and ladybugs! Ballet 
Vermont presents Bees & Friends Festival, a family-friendly 
45-minute ballet full of bees, bugs, and dancing trees and flowers 
set to Vivaldi’s Four Seasons. The perfect spring event! Activity 
tables for hands-on fun provided by tour partners Bee the Change, 
Jerry the Butterfly Guy, Vermont Garden Network, Audubon 
Vermont, and UVM Extension. Take a mini-dance class with 
Ballet Vermont dancers and meet the dancers after the show! 
Bring a picnic (pack in, pack out), comfortable seating, and enjoy 
the show. Kids attend for free! Tickets on sale at https://www.
balletvermont.org/bees--friends-festival-spring.html.

Wednesday, June 15
Craft Group, 6:00 – 8:00 PM, Underhill Town Hall (upstairs), 

Underhill Center. Gather your current craft project and join us for 
a couple of hours of socializing, and productivity of course! The 
group meets every two weeks. All are welcome. For questions 
or more information contact Amy Tower, 802-355-9671 or 
atowerinvt@gmail.com.

day camp at Poker Hill Arts, Poker Hill Rd., Underhill, Monday-
Friday, July 18-22. The camp, which will run 9:00 AM – 3:00 PM, 
is for children entering second grade or exiting fifth grade at the 
end of the current school year. There are just a few more spaces 
open. Read more online at https://docs.google.com/document/
d/1McOkftOlTmT0D7ZFjMcfMLw-xKUdleJ8IpnQRgVoXJE/
edit or email Dana, dthomas0712@gmail.com.

The Magic of TDI: TDI Summer Camp is a one- to two-week 
summer program, in person once again at Northern Vermont 
University in Johnson, from Sunday-Saturday, June 19-25 and/
or Sunday-Saturday, June 26-July 2, 2022.

TDI, which is offered by the Green Mountain Center for 
Gifted Education, combines the relaxed atmosphere of a summer 
camp with academic and creative opportunities for advanced 
and gifted students entering grades 4-10. Students have fun 
with peers while exploring a wide variety of topics including 
Writing and Laughing, Case of the Green Ping Pong Ball, Model 
Roman Senate, Simulating Chaos, Clowning Around, Gravity-
Powered Catapults, and Starting a Business. There are overnight 
and commuter options. Visit https://www.tdivermont.org/ for our 
website, and info@tdivermont.org to contact a TDI director.

If you have any questions about the program please don’t 
hesitate to contact the above email or muffin615@gmail.com.

Westford Rec is offering summer programs, including: 
Archery Mondays, June 20 and 27, 4:30 – 5:30 PM at the Westford 
School (limited slots available), $50; Parent and Me T-Ball for 
ages 3-6 on Saturdays, June 25-August 20, 9:00 – 10:00 AM at 
the Westford School, $25. Sign up for all Westford Rec programs 
at https://westford.us/recreation; for more information or to 
volunteer, contact recreation@westfordvt.us. 

MMCTV TV Camp June 27-July 1 — There are still spaces 
for middle schoolers, 10-15 years old, to sign up for a week of 
filmmaking learning and fun with Mount Mansfield Community 
TV (MMCTV), scheduled for Monday-Friday, June 27-July 1, 
10:00 AM – 3:00 PM. This year, we’ll be focusing on making a 
scene from Star Wars (the 1977 film) as a part of Crowdsourced 
Cinema VT. It’s a great chance to learn about filming and editing, 
while having fun! The camp will be held at the MMCTV studio 
in the Richmond Town Center. Cost: $130 for Jericho/Underhill/
Richmond residents. Find out more and register online at https://
forms.gle/yVthrX7nxytcbhAJA. Details and registration are 
online at our website www.MtMansfieldCtv.org. Space is limited.

Lamoille Natural Resource Conservation Summer Camp: 
Registration is now ! At the camp located on Cole Hill Road in 
Morrisville, kids will spend the days learning through hands-
on exploration at our 40 acres forest reserve. Camp groups are 
capped at 10-12 kids and run from 9:00 AM – 3:00 PM. The 
cost per camper $225 for LCCD members and $275 for non-
members; scholarships are available. This year we are offering:

• Layers of Life (5-8 year olds, July 11-14);
• Guardians of the Watershed (8-12 year olds, July 18-22); and
• Wild Art, a collaborative camp with River Arts (8-12 year 

olds, July 25-29).
For more information and to register, go online to https://

lcnrcd.com/summer-camps/.
Burlington City Arts will offer a summer camp, and 

registration is now open for their half- or full-day camps and 
aftercare; full and partial scholarships are available. For more 
information, see BCA’s digital summer camp catalog at https://
www.burlingtoncityarts.org/adult-youth-and-family-classes.

Green Mountain Conservation Camp Sponsorships: 
GMCC, operated by VT Fish & Wildlife since 1966, is open 
to any child 12-14 years old with an interest in the natural 
world and joining a welcoming community. Financial aid is 
available to cover full cost. To learn more, contact 802-522-
2925 or FWGMCC@vermont.gov, or go online to https://

vtfishandwildlife.com/node/244. 
YMCA Summer Day Camp in Underhill: The YMCA’s 

Camp Koda returns to Underhill this summer, at a time when 
kids need a safe and stimulating environment during the summer 
more than ever.

Camp Koda offers seven one-week sessions for children 
who have completed kindergarten through age 12. Parents have 
three-day or five-day options and, as a licensed program, eligible 
families can use state subsidy for this camp. Y financial assistance 
may also be available. Learn more and register at https://www.
gbymca.org/summer-camps/camp-koda.

Each week has a different theme, so campers who come for 
multiple weeks remain engaged and having fun. In addition to 
fun, fun, fun, kids develop skills, gain confidence, and build 
positive relationships with peers and adults.

Y staff create opportunities for your child by providing 
creative, age-appropriate, and safe activities that promote social, 
physical, intellectual, and emotional growth — all through 
recreational play and hands-on activities.

Learn more and register at https://www.gbymca.org/summer-
camps/camp-koda.

Cambridge CC Buck Lake Camp; scholarships may still 
be available. Are you looking for something for your child to 
do this summer? Do they love the outdoors? The Cambridge 
Conservation Commission (CCC) would like to help send your 
child to the VT Fish and Wildlife’s Green Mountain Conservation 
Camp at Buck Lake.

Camp runs in one-week sessions in June, July, and August for 
boys and girls, ages 12-14. Please send an email to Conservation 
Commission Member Tim Larned, timlarned@myfairpoint.net, 
stating why you would like to go and what you love about the 
outdoors, to be considered for this scholarship. The amount of 
the scholarship will be determined by the number of applicants. 
Scholarships will be awarded until finds are depleted. Camp 
spots fill fast so please respond ASAP.

Campers will meet game wardens, foresters, fisheries and 
wildlife biologists, and others who work in the outdoors. Some 
of the fun activities that take place include learning about 
forestry, wetland ecology, orienteering, outdoor safety skills, 
fly fishing and spin casting, fly tying, archery, hiking and 
camping, canoeing, swimming, firearm safety, and much more… 
Opportunities for new friendships abound! Campers will receive 
both their State Hunter Education and Bow Hunter Certifications 
at the completion of the week.

For more information about the camp and specific dates, go to 
www.vtfishandwildlife.com.

Summer Camp at Green River Reservoir! Interested 
in the outdoors? Want to learn new skills, build meaningful 
relationships, learn, and detox from digital overload? Join Water 
Wanderings for summer 2022 camps. On the first day, we pack 
up our canoes with gear and food and head out to our home 
for the week, a remote campsite with no electricity, running 
water, or buildings. We set up tents, tarps, and a cooking area, 
which becomes our home for the week. Each day, explore the 
stunning beauty of the Green River Reservoir State Park, and 
learn about fire building, knot tying, canoeing, swimming, 
ecology, environmental justice, and equity. With only 12 people 
per session, including counselors, we form a tight knit group and 
have many adventures together.

Water Wanderings is more than doubling our size this summer 
by offering one camp for 13-15 year olds Monday-Friday, July 
11-15; a family camp for people of all ages Saturday-Tuesday, 
July 16-19; and two camps for young people ages 9-12 Monday-
Friday, July 25-29 and August 1-5.

Our scholarships for Black, indigenous, and campers of color, 
and inclusive sliding scale, ensure cost is not a barrier for low-
income families. The parent of one of last summer’s campers 
wrote, “I appreciate that this camp offers kids a place to explore 
nature and topics such as diversity and inclusion, as well as 
valuable life skills like fire building, cooking, and outdoor 
survival. This is all done with the guidance of the amazing 
counselors!”

Find out more and register at http://waterwanderings.org or 
reach out to us directly at waterwanderings@gmail.com or 802-
730-9667. Spaces are limited. Secure your spot!

Clay and Papermaking Camp — Come enjoy a week of 
clay, art, nature, and more at Bolton Valley’s Slopeside Studio. 
The Clay and Papermaking Camp will be held Monday-Friday, 
June 13-17, 9:00 AM – 3:00 PM.

Campers ages 7-13 will learn basic and intermediate pottery 
wheel skills. The week will start with papermaking and sculpture. 
They will enjoy nature hikes and outdoor art-making including 
painting, field sketching, and tie-dye. Each camper will make a 
set of colorful polymer beads. The cost is $380, which includes 
all art supplies and kiln firing.

For more information, contact karakware00@gmail.com.
Vermont Youth Dancers has openings in summer dance 

camp programs: The Shoemakers and the Elves (ages 4-6) will 
run Monday-Friday, June 20-24, 1:00 – 5:00 PM; and A Cricket 
In Time Square (ages 6-9) will run Monday-Friday, July 11-
15, 8:30 AM – 12:30 PM; both at Synergy Center for Dance 
& Performing Arts, Jericho. These camps include different 
dance styles, acting games, storytelling, a craft, and lots of 
fun! They end in a Vermont Youth Dancers-style performance 
that tells the story through dance to current music. For more 
information and registration, contact vermontyouthdancers@
gmail.com. More information about Vermont Youth Dancers at 
vermontyouthdancers.org.

New horseback riding camps in Underhill: Impulsion 
Riding School, previously Synchrony Dressage Riding School, 
is moving from Freedom Farm in Jericho to Poker Hill Road in 
Underhill! We offer beginner through advanced lessons, camps, 
and horsemanship/show teams!

There are single-day camps for kids ages 5-6, and multiple 
day camps for ages 7-12. All camps run 9:30 AM - 2:30 PM, 
and are limited to eight kids per day. Camp dates: Monday, June 
13; Monday-Thursday, June 20-23; Monday, August 8; Tuesday-
Friday, August 9-12.

For more information about the camps: https://www.facebook.
com/110786301545451/posts/123045810319500/?d=n.

Musical Theater Camp for Kids at Poker Hill Arts — Two 
wonderful teachers will be hosting a one-week musical theater 

Wednesday, June 1
Craft Group, 6:00 – 8:00 PM, Underhill Town Hall 

(upstairs), Underhill Center. Gather your current craft project 
and join us for a couple of hours of socializing, and productivity 
of course! The group meets every two weeks. All are welcome. 
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Richmond Rescue 
Bike Helmet Giveaway June 4

Richmond Rescue will be hosting its fifth biennial Richmond 
Rescue Bike Helmet Giveaway on Saturday, June 4 from 9:00 – 
11:00 AM, at the Richmond Rescue Building, 216 Railroad St., 
Richmond.

We’ll have helmets for toddlers through teens, for kids from 
the towns we provide ambulance service to: Bolton, Hinesburg, 
Huntington, Jericho, Richmond, Starksboro, and St. George. 
With each helmet, one of our EMTs will ensure that it is fitted 
properly to your child’s head. The event is first-come, first-
served. We’ll also have ambulance tours occurring during the 
event. Masks are required.

How is this great program funded? This year we’ve received 
donations from Richmond Family Medicine as well as a few 
individuals in the community. We also set aside money in our 
operating budget for public outreach and accident prevention. If 
you like this program and want to see more like it in the future, 
consider making a donation at https://www.richmondrescue.org/
donation.

If you have any questions you can contact Mike, director@
richmondrescue.org.

Tuning into your 
child’s hearing loss

Parents have been asking me an earful of questions about 
whether or not their infant is having trouble hearing. Well, let me 
see if I can make some noise on this important topic.

How common is hearing loss?
Between one and three of every 1000 babies born in the 

United States have abnormal hearing, and the odds increase if 
hearing loss runs in families. Even if not, the American Academy 
of Pediatrics recommends that when a baby is born, we should 
do all we can to make sure a baby’s hearing is okay by doing 
a newborn hearing screening before they are discharged. This 
allows a baby to get early intervention services started as soon as 
possible that can make a huge difference in their communication 
and language development.

What puts a child at risk for hearing loss?
Your baby might be at increased risk for hearing loss if they 

were born early or preterm, received medications — such as some 
antibiotics — in early infancy that might affect hearing; or if they 
experienced serious bacterial infections such as meningitis. Even 
some viral infections can cause hearing loss.

Detecting hearing loss
How will you know that a baby after birth is having trouble 

hearing even if they passed the initial hearing test? They won’t 
startle at loud noises by one month of age, or turn toward sounds 
by three to four months of age. They don’t notice you until they 
see you. They are slow to begin talking, are hard to understand, or 
don’t say single words such as dada or mama by 12-15 months, 
and don’t always respond when called from another room — 
although many children as well as adults whose hearing is fine 
also do not respond when called from another room.

When a baby is found to be deaf or with a significant hearing 
loss there will be a referral to a pediatric ear, nose, and throat 
specialist, also known as an otolaryngologist. A hearing specialist 
or audiologist will also be needed to further diagnose and treat 
the problem, and usually a geneticist to see if there is a hereditary 
cause for the hearing loss.

Hopefully tips like these will be easy on your ears when it 
comes to recognizing why newborn hearing screening and 
follow-up is so important to make sure your infant hears well.
Lewis First, MD, is Chief of Pediatrics at UVM Children’s 
Hospital and Chair of the Department of Pediatrics at the UVM’s 
Larner College of Medicine.

Virtual services at MMUUF
Sunday services at the Mount Mansfield Unitarian Universalist 

Fellowship are held at 9:30 AM on the second and fourth 
Sundays of each month, September-June (June 12: final service 
until the fall). Services are led by members of the fellowship and 
by invited guest speakers, including visiting UU ministers and 
leaders of other faiths. Each service explores a different topic. 
Worship, reflect, and sustain one another, within an inclusive 
spiritual community, built on values of honoring and affirming 
the worth of every person, striving for justice, participating in the 
world community, and respecting the natural web of existence. 
Services will be exclusively held over Zoom; please contact 
info@mmuuf.org or 802-899-2558 for how to join. Located at 
195 VT Rt. 15, Jericho. Learn more at www.mmuuf.org and www.
uua.org.

Jericho United Methodist Church
Jericho United Methodist Church welcomes you to grow in 

Christ with us. We hold dear the United Methodist Church’s 
motto: “Open doors. Open Hearts. Open Minds.” We recognize 
that our faith journeys are all unique, just as we as individuals are 
all unique. Know that whoever you are, whatever you do, you are 
welcome here. We believe that we grow together or not at all. All 
are welcome! Join us Sundays at 10:00 AM. There will be music, 
prayer and message from our pastor, Rev. Taeseob Cho. Please 
contact Rev. Cho at the church phone number, 802-899-4288, 
or his email, umccho@gmail.com. Located next to the Jericho 
Town Hall on VT Rt. 15.

United Church of Underhill
The United Church of Underhill is an active, vibrant 

congregation. We are young and old; single, couples, and 
families; believers, questioners, and questioning believers. All 
are welcome. Some people think of us as the Harvest Market 
Church or the Clutter Barn Church. We gather to worship 
together every Sunday morning at 10:00 AM. Our service is 
traditional but lively, with music, a children’s sermon, and much 
more. For instructions on joining worship from home, please 
see https://unitedchurchofunderhill.com/joining-worship-from-
home/. We provide many opportunities for worship, fellowship, 
and service, but we also welcome you to come in, be still, and 
contemplate your faith. Located at 7 Park St., Underhill. Pastor’s 
office (with voicemail) 802-899-1722; church secretary, Tuesday 
and Wednesday 11:30 AM – 2:30 PM (no voicemail) 802-899-
4583.

Second Congregational Church, Jeffersonville
The Second Congregational Church in Jeffersonville would 

like to invite all who feel called to join us for our online church 
services, Sundays at 10:30 AM. Know that no matter who you 
are or where you are in life’s journey, you are welcome at our 
church; or in this case, our web-space! https://www.facebook.
com/SecondCongregationalUCC

Jericho Congregational Church is here to help
Jericho Congregational Church — “An Historic Church 

Proclaiming an Eternal Message” on the Green in Jericho 
Center, VT. Senior Pastor, David Coons and Youth Pastor, Peter 
Anderson. Current offerings: Sunday School at 8:30 AM for all 
ages, Fellowship at 9:30 AM, Worship Service at 10:00 AM; 
Nursery care provided. Summer schedule (beginning June 12): 
Worship Service at 9:00 AM; Fellowship at 10:30 AM; Youth 
group 6:15 PM Sundays in our Sunday school building. 899-
4911; officejcc@comcast.net; www.jccvt.org.

All are welcome at Good Shepherd, Jericho
You are invited to worship at Good Shepherd Lutheran Church 
on VT Rt. 15 at 9:00 AM every Sunday. The building is 
accessible — all are welcome! There are varied musical styles 
in worship services, including Folk, Contemporary, Celtic, Latin 
American, and traditional. Weekday online offerings include 
Centering Prayer. We are an open-minded Christian community 
with a focus on social justice issues, where people from 
different faith traditions, along with those who aren’t sure where 
they belong or what they believe, seek the support of a spiritual 
home. We welcome you in the name and love of Christ. More 
information is at www.goodshephrdjericho.org or contact Pastor 
Arnold Isidore Thomas at 802-899-3932 or pastorthomas@
goodshepherdjericho.org.

Calvary Episcopal Church
Calvary Episcopal Church in Jericho has now resumed 

worshipping in person on Sundays at 9:30 AM. If you would 
like worship service information, please contact the parish 
administrator at calvarychurchjericho@gmail.com, or call 802-
899-0453. All are warmly invited!

St. Thomas Catholic Church
St. Thomas Catholic Church in Underhill Center invites you 

to join us in person for the Holy Mass at 8:30 AM every Sunday. 
There is also a vigil Mass at 4:00 PM on Saturday evenings. Our 
priest, Fr. Richard Calapan, also celebrates Mass during the week, 
on Tuesdays at 6:30 PM and Fridays at 8:00 AM. Confessions are 
available on Tuesdays before Mass. Visit us at www.stthomasvt.
com or call 802-899-4632 for more information.

Waterville Union Church
We meet in person at 9:30 AM at the church; masks 

recommended. Zoom is only available when there is bad weather 
or illness of a speaker. We do not post our recorded services to 
Facebook. But information can be found at https://www.facebook.
com/watervilleunionchurch, watervilleunionchurchvt@gmail.
com; 32 Church St., Waterville.

Tyler Baker of Underhill, VT has been named to the winter 
2022 President’s List at Southern New Hampshire University, 
Manchester, NH. 

Natalie Codding of Underhill, VT has been named to the 
spring 2022 Dean’s List at Nazareth College, Rochester, NY.

MegAnne Marita Gilmore of Jeffersonville, VT has been 
named to the spring 2022 Dean’s List at Radford University, 
Radford, VA. Gilmore is majoring in Allied Health Sciences.

Dustin Knight of Jeffersonville, VT has been named to the 
winter 2022 Dean’s List at Southern New Hampshire University, 
Manchester, NH.

Evan Llewellyn of Waterbury, VT, who majored in Computer 
Science, was bestowed a bachelor’s degree at the 153rd 
commencement at Worcester Polytechnic Institute, Worcester, 
MA.

Lincoln Owens of Underhill, VT has been named to the spring 
2022 President’s List at Georgia Southern University, Statesboro, 
GA.

Emily Tanski of Waterbury, VT has been named to the winter 
2022 President’s List at Southern New Hampshire University, 
Manchester, NH.

VT Fish & Wildlife has a webpage about what to do if you find what you believe to be injured or orphaned wildlife: https://
vtfishandwildlife.com/learn-more/living-with-wildlife/injured-and-orphaned-wildlife. That page also has a link to a map 
showing locations of licensed rehabilitators. While there is a licensed wildlife rehabilitator in each town identified on this map, be 
aware that a rehabilitator does not necessarily treat all types of wildlife, all species within a wildlife category, and/or may not have 
capacity to accept another animal.                                                                                                               PHOTO CONTRIBUTED

No banging pots and pans 
By Bernie Paquette

Ah, the sounds of spring, bees buzzing, birds singing their 
hearts out in a throaty robust manner. Then there are the humble 
but still melodious voices of the trees swaying in the wind, the 
leaves rustling against each other sparring for the best access to 
sunlight.

But wait there is more. Mechanical, abrupt, a cacophony of 
sounds, like what you’d hear if you gave instruments to a group 
of four-year-olds and asked them to play one of Beethoven’s 
symphonies.

Oil- and gas-powered lawnmower number one starts up, 
having arrived at the music hall early. Shortly after that mower 
finishes, a second lawnmower starts up in time for our morning 
coffee on the back stoop. Just before that one finishes up — yup, 
you guessed it, number three roars away to serenade our lunch. 
No worries, we will digest our meal and enjoy a cool drink in 
the backyard mid-afternoon. Except that number three is still 
mowing a very large lawn. Ah, well, soon the sun will be setting, 
the spring peepers will do their best to out peep each other, and 
all else will be settled and quiet. Except that a late bloomer has 
just started yet another lawnmower.

Oh well, we have the rest of the week. Except that nearly 
every day someone nearby starts up a gas-powered lawnmower, 
leaf blower, chain saw, wood chipper, or another mechanical 
implosion of disturbing noise.

If only each neighborhood could come to an agreement, to 
either try to mow on only a certain few days of the week, or to at 
least ensure a few days of the week were not mowed, sawed, leaf 
blown, or chipped.

I am only one, but I will commit to trying to mow only (with 
my electric mower on my reduced lawn) when someone else is 
mowing nearby, thus reducing the amount of time my mowing is 
breaking the little relative quiet time we have.

Quiet and stillness, another resource nearly extirpated from 
our town. As our moms perhaps told us when we were kids, “If 
only you could all play quietly together.”

Will Jericho, Vermont get the silent treatment?

Bernie Paquette asks, “Which way to quiet?” 
                                                     PHOTO BY BERNIE PAQUETTE
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Ephemerals and insects
By Ethan Tapper

Chittenden County Forester
It is springtime in Vermont and our forests are beginning to fill 

with green. While the growing season for trees is just beginning, 
spring ephemeral wildflowers on the forest floor are nearing the 
end of their short lives. “Ephemerals” like hepatica, bloodroot, 
trout lily, Dutchman’s breeches, blue cohosh, spring beauties, 
and wild leeks are so-called because they live the majority of 
their lives in the brief (ephemeral) window between when the 
soil thaws and when trees sprout leaves.

Ephemerals hold a special place in many forest-lovers’ hearts, 
both for their beauty and for their roles as harbingers of spring 
— the first flowers to bloom after a long winter. Besides being 
important in their own right, some of ephemerals’ most fascinating 
qualities are their enigmatic relationships with insects.

Dutchman’s breeches (Dicentra cucullaria) and squirrel corn 
(Dicentra canadensis) have unique flowers, similar to the closely-
related domestic plant bleeding heart (Dicentra spectabilis). 
60-80% of Vermont’s plants rely on insects for pollination, and 
Dicentra is among them; their strange flowers are pollinated 
nearly exclusively by queen bumblebees. Bumblebee colonies 
die each winter, leaving only a mated queen to emerge and 
start a new colony in the spring. The evolutionary relationship 
between bumblebees and Dicentra is such that the emergence of 
bumblebee queens is timed with the blooming of these flowers.

While bumblebees also visit other flowers, some insects 
rely on a single species. The spring beauty miner bee (Andrena 
erigeniae), one of Vermont’s more than 300 species of native 
bees, is a spring beauty specialist — visiting only tiny spring 
beauty (Claytonia virginica) flowers. The uncommon West 
Virgina White butterfly (Pieris virginiensis) is completely reliant 
on toothworts (Cardamine spp.) to complete their life cycle; 
while adults may use nectar from other flowers, their larvae can 
only grow on toothworts.

While bees and butterflies are our most famous pollinators, 
a variety of other insects also help our native plants reproduce. 
Rather than produce sweet-smelling flowers, wild ginger (Asarum 
canadense) and red trillium (Trillium erectum, also known as 
“wake robin” and “stinking Benjamin”) produce a gross smell 
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Trout lily, a.k.a. dog-toothed violet, carpets the woodland floor 
in mid-spring.                                        PHOTO BY SARA RILEY

that attracts gnats, beetles, and flies foraging for rotting animals 
in the spring forest.

Many ephemerals also rely on some of our region’s more than 
130 species of ants to disperse their seeds. Ephemeral species 
such as bloodroot (Sanguinaria canadensis), Trillium, Dicentra, 
spring beauty, and wild ginger produce seeds with a fatty 
appendage called an elaiosome. Ants transport these seeds across 
the forest to their colonies, where they consume the elaiosomes 
and discard the seeds.

The presence of spring ephemerals in our forests is an 
incredible testament to their resilience. In a region whose forests 
have been about 80% cleared in the last 200 years, the fact that 
any of these ephemerals — and their insect associates — are 
here at all is nothing short of a miracle. But while they (like our 
forests) are resilient, they are also under threat.

The biggest threat to any forest plant, animal, or tree is 
deforestation; Vermont is losing thousands of acres of forestland 
per year, and with them entire biological communities. Our 
remaining forests are increasingly fragmented, preventing plants 
and insects from colonizing new areas and creating islands of 
habitat within which populations of many species are vulnerable 
to local extinctions.

Besides deforestation, ephemerals and their insect associates 
must contend with many other threats embodied in our changed 
and changing world. Locally-high deer populations may browse 
these species to death, and non-native invasive plants like garlic 
mustard, buckthorn, honeysuckle, and Japanese barberry form 
monocultures in the forest understory, displacing both ephemerals 
and the insects that rely on them. As our climate changes, the 
complex and delicate evolutionary relationships between insects 
and plants, like the timing of the emergence of queen bumblebees 
and the blooming of Dicentra, are under threat. The effects of 
these changes ripple up the food chain, impacting larger species 
like songbirds, mammals, and, of course, ourselves.

Like so many parts of our forests, spring ephemerals and the 
insects that rely on them are unique, important, and at risk. As our 
world changes around us we must protect healthy, whole forests 
in the name of a functional and beautiful world — and to ensure 
that our grandchildren can enjoy these incredible wildflowers 
blooming in the understory of the spring forest.

Ethan Tapper is the Chittenden County Forester for the 
Vermont Dept. of Forests, Parks and Recreation. See what 
he’s been up to, check out his YouTube channel, sign up for 
his eNews and read articles he’s written at https://linktr.ee/
ChittendenCountyForester.

New Chittenden County 
senate districts

By Thomas Chittenden, VT Senator, Chittenden County
Every ten years the legislative districts in Vermont are 

redrawn using the updated census information to balance our 
representation with our population shifts. This year, the previous 
six-seat Chittenden Senate District was broken in to three new 
districts. The new districts are:

Chittenden North: Milton, Westford, Fairfax, and the most of 
the Town of Essex (outside of the village); a one- senator district.

Chittenden Central: Most of Burlington, Winooski, a very 
small part of Colchester (VT Rt. 15 that connects Winooski 
to Essex Junction), and the new City of Essex Junction; three-
senator district.

Chittenden Southeast: Bolton, Charlotte, Hinesburg, Jericho, 
Richmond, Shelburne, S. Burlington, St. George, Underhill, 
Williston, and the south end of Burlington (Chittenden-13; most 
residences south of Maple Street); three-senator district.

The number of senators for each district is proportional to the 
population in the district, with approximately one senator for 
every 21,000 people.

This summer I will be running for re-election to the Vermont 
State Senate in the newly formed Chittenden Southeast 
district. Being that this district is half as large as the previous 
configuration, I look forward to spending twice as much time 
staying connected to all of the communities I hope to represent 
again with another term in the State Senate.

A former State Senator I highly respect told me, “you can get a 
lot done in the Legislature if you don’t need to get credit for it.” 
This was welcome advice because I’ve never been one to seek 
credit for collaborative efforts, or to “toot my own horn.” Being 
that this was my first term and 75% of it was on Zoom, it was 
a challenging environment to operate in but I am proud of the 
contributions I made on topics ranging from education policy, 
transportation infrastructure, public transit funding, gun control, 
tax policy, and pension stabilization.

In the Legislature there are high profile efforts that get a 
lot of attention, but for every one of those there are 100 less-
noticed important pieces of legislation working its way through 
the chambers. I’m proud of my work on many of these less-
noticed efforts like: increased local control to communities 
to expand planning commissions to nine members without a 
charter change; VHEIP student loan withdrawal allowances; 
an airport governance study report; e-bike standards; Vermont 
national guard tuition benefits; purple star campuses; legal pupil 
“definition” changes; and Adjutant General candidate minimum 
requirements.

It has been an honor to represent you in the Vermont State 
General Assembly over the past two years. I hope my service 
has earned your support for another term and I welcome any 
opportunity to hear from you on how I could serve in this role 
better.

Not running for State 
Representative re-election

By Lucy Rogers, State Representative, Lamoille-3
After much consideration and with immense gratitude for the 

last four years, I am sharing the news that I will not be seeking re-
election as State Representative this year. It has been the deepest 
honor of my life to serve my home community in the Vermont 
House.

During this time, I helped push forward laws that support farm- 
and forest-based businesses, update elements of Act 250, provide 
a framework and funding for broadband internet expansion, 
make Vermont a leader in oversight for artificial intelligence 
technology, and rework our education funding formula to 

equitably provide for rural, low-income, and English Language 
Learner students. But what I’m most proud of is representing 
Cambridge and Waterville in a way that sought to respect and 
uplift the wide range of perspectives and life experiences in our 
community, and responding to every constituent phone call and 
email during my time in office.

I support regular turnover in government and am pleased to 
be making space for a new voice — hopefully another young 
voice — to lead locally. I will also continue advocating for 
updates to Vermont’s legislative structure and compensation. 
While legislating, I had no staff or office space and worked 
extraordinarily long hours for very low pay. I bought my own 
health insurance and had no other benefits. No matter how strong 
the passion for service, this makes the Legislature inaccessible to 
many Vermonters who are not retired or independently wealthy. 
As a young person, a renter, a working Vermonter, and a political 
newcomer, I was more the exception than the rule in Montpelier, 
and our legislative structure must change if we want to have a 
truly representative government.

I am excited for the next phase of life and plan to continue living 
in this community. I could not have remained so independent in 
my policy views if not for how grounded I feel in Waterville and 
Cambridge, and I am so thankful for that. We live in an amazing 
community. I will carry this with me and do my best never to take 
it for granted. Thank you again for the trust you have placed in 
me and for the joy of serving as your State Representative these 
past four years!

Weekly legislative report
By Theresa Wood, State Representative

Washington-Chittenden
May 23
I first want to thank everyone for taking the time to read these 

updates and for being in touch on topics of importance to you!
Last week the Legislature adjourned on time (actually a couple 

of days ahead of time), and in the final days the Legislature took 

action on a number of very significant bills, like the budget and 
revenue/tax bills. Here’s a recap of what happened in the final 
days, and I’ll be posting a full update on the session at a later 
date.

S.53 — is an act relating to corporate income taxes. This 
bill significantly modernizes the state’s corporate income tax 
structure.

S.281 — this bill saw further action with an amendment to 
allow the use of suppressors by hunters in an attempt to deter 
hearing loss.

H.715 — this bill related to the developing a process for the 
Clean Heat Standard. The Governor vetoed the bill and his veto 
was not overridden.

J.R.S. 53 — is a joint House and Senate resolution that affirms 
support for LGBTQ youth and their families.

S.91 — is an act relating to updating the statute for the Parent 
Child Centers and the Parent Child Center Network.

S.250 — this is an act related to expanding data collection 
by law enforcement, including a report on coercive methods of 
interrogation.

H. 737 — is an act relating to setting the homestead property 
tax yields and the non-homestead tax yields. This bill will result 
in $20 million in lower property taxes this year and sets aside 
funds for the remediation of PCB chemicals in schools.

H. 510 — is an act relating to a Vermont Child Tax Credit and 
the Vermont Social Security income exclusion; this provides a 
$1000 tax credit for children five and under, and further expands 
the exclusion of Social Security from the income tax.

H.740 — is referred to as the Big Bill or, in other words, the 
state’s budget. This year’s budget is $8.3 billion with significant 
COVID federal funds still being allocated. More on the specifics 
of this bill in later posts.

As always, you can see the specific language on a bill by 
searching it on the legislative web page at https://legislature.
vermont.gov/.

Also, you can still reach me at twood@leg.state.vt.us.

Mediterranean Dinner funds 
headed to Ukraine
To the Editor,

Thank you, everyone, for making the Mediterranean Dinner a 
success! We hope you enjoyed the meal, and we send thanks for 
participating in that and for your many additional contributions. 
Because of everyone’s help, we will be sending $2000 via 
Lutheran World Relief program directly to help the people of 
Ukraine.

Linda Lewellen
Underhill 

Affordable housing in Jericho
To the Editor,

First let me say I applaud the time and effort Jericho residents 
have put into the affordable housing study. I do wonder why they 
haven’t invited in a builder who has gone through the gauntlet to 
find out why we really don’t have affordable housing.

Yesterday while scanning through the Jericho town web site, I 
noticed that the road impact fee per multi-family unit is $1600+. 
That means that if I were to build an eight-unit building, the road 
impact fee would be over $13,000. Why?

You may say that is a minor part of the cost in a project that 
size but I point out that this is just one of many, many, many 
impact fees, application fees, filing fees, etc., etc. that a builder 
will face in trying to provide housing.

The problem is one that has been created by the towns and 
state, and now the state is trying to help alleviate the problem 
by using your dollars to subsidize the construction of affordable 
housing.

Get the government off our backs and let people do what they 
know best to do.

If you don’t think I know what I’m talking about, go buy a 
parcel of land, design and propose to build affordable housing, 
and see how it goes.

I guarantee you that it will be two years and $200,000-300,000 
before you know whether you can build or NOT.

Glenn Martin
Jericho

Keeping turtles safe
To the Editor,

Very soon, late May-June, turtles will be crossing our roads in 
order to lay their eggs. They are slow-moving animals, and we 
can have a role in keeping them safe.

1. Slow down and watch the road. You may just see something 
in the road, and not know it is a turtle until you get close.

2. Place signs on your road as a reminder. If you want to put 
one on a neighbor’s property, get their permission and place the 
signs in accordance with your town’s regulations.

3. If you want to assist these reptiles in crossing the road, do 
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We Can Take It!
From air conditioners to x-rays, check our A-Z 
list and learn how to dispose of, recycle, or reuse 
items and materials you no longer want. 

Now serving you with eight  
Drop-Off locations in  
Chittenden County. 

Visit cswd.net for locations  
and materials accepted.SCAN CODE FOR A-Z List
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News briefs continued on page 7

   “Thomas Chittenden served his first term with integrity, hard work 
and transparency.  He was the first one in the statehouse each morning 
and one of the last to leave; his efforts in the role showed with results 
and is a great voice for Chittenden County.” 

- Senator Dick Mazza, Grand Isle-Colchester
EVENT:  Come say hello and have a creemee on Sunday June 26

from 1:00 to 3:00 PM in the Jericho Center Circle green!

www.thomaschittenden.com
Paid for by Thomas Chittenden for State Senate

1600 Dorset St South Burlington VT 05403
Thomas.Chittenden@gmail.com • (802) 233-1913

Re-Elect
Seeking volunteers for new 
Jericho Community Cupboard

Coming soon to Jericho Center: Jericho Community 
Cupboard, a food sharing shed.

The Jericho Congregational Church Youth Group, in 
collaboration with local farmer Charlie Siegchrist, have built 
a food-sharing shed at 331 Browns Trace, next door to the 
Community Center in Jericho.

Throughout the growing season, local farmers and gardeners 
are invited to donate garden produce to the shed as they are able. 
Anyone who would like some garden goodies is welcome to 
come and partake!

Volunteers are also needed to help keep the shed tidy. It will 
need daily attention. If you, or your troop, group, or club, would 
be interested in sharing the workload, please contact chris.
sims3909@gmail.com. 

Underhill Community 
Food Shed to open June 13

We are excited to announce the Underhill Community Food 
Shed opens on Monday, June 13 to begin the season for the third 
year!

If there are any extra plant starts, we are excited to get our herb 
garden going along with offering extra plants for the taking… 
herbs, rooted perennials, onion sets, seed potatoes, or anything 
extra is appreciated.

We would appreciate any food items starting on June 13, and 
are trying to keep it to only food items that are good quality. That 
will be when the cooler will be maintained. with cooler packs for 
perishables.

On opening day we will also be kicking off the season with 
some hot coffee while supplies last, so bring your travel much 
and grab a fill-up Monday morning!

Mills Riverside Park 
bicycle policy, adopted May 4

When riding a bicycle in Mills Riverside Park (MRP), the 
safety of all of the visitors in the park is our utmost concern. 
There are many people using the park, and on any given day 
we have walkers, dogs, small children, seniors, sports teams, 
horseback riders, hikers, and cyclists.

Bicycles are welcome on the defined pathways and marked 
trails within MRP, sharing the trails and pathways with others. 
No off-trail bicycling is allowed.

Be aware that MRP does not allow any type of motor-assisted 
or motorized bicycles (E-bikes) to be used in the park. This 
restriction includes all classifications of E-bikes, mopeds, dirt 
bikes, scooters, Segways, etc.
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Keep landscaping and 
large objects away  
from your meter

Please do not place mulch, topsoil 
or rocks in contact with your meter. 
Be careful when mowing and 
report any damage. If your meter 
is located where large objects, 
such as vehicles or dumpsters, 
could collide with it, a barricade 
should be installed. Contact us 
about barricade options at 802-
863-4511. Note—During summer, 
you may see VGS representatives 
outside your home inspecting our 
system and painting meters.

vgsvt.com

How to Detect a Gas Leak

Natural gas is normally odorless. A 

distinctive, pungent odor, similar 

to rotten eggs, is added so that 

you will recognize it quickly. 

Sight
You may see a white cloud, mist, fog, 

bubbles in standing water, or blowing 

dust. You may also see vegetation 

that appears to be dead or dying.

Sound
You may hear an unusual noise like 

a roaring, hissing, or whistling.

Move immediately to a safe location. 

Call VGS at 1-800-639-8081, or call 

911, with the exact location. Do not 

smoke or operate electrical switches or 

appliances. These items may produce 

a spark that might ignite the gas or 

result in a dangerous condition.

Do not assume someone else 

will report the condition.

Smell

If you suspect a leak

Safety
 
 
 

Planning any spring 
planting or other digging 

projects? 

If you plan to do any type of 
digging on your property, you or 
your contractor must contact 
Dig Safe™ at 811 at least 48 hours 
prior to digging.

Before the work begins, Dig Safe 
will notify member utilities, who will 
then ensure the locations of buried 
facilities they own 
are clearly marked. 
Please insist that 
any work within 
18 inches of the 
marked lines be 
done by hand.
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Please follow these safety precautions when bicycling in 
MRP:

• walkers and hikers must yield to horses, which can be startled 
by sudden movements;

• bicyclists yield to EVERYONE;
• do not speed;
• be prepared to stop. Sudden stops are hazardous on loose 

gravel;
• stay to the right. Give clear audible warnings before passing 

on the left;
• move to the side of the trail or pathway when stopped;
• bike in single file, not abreast;
• bike on the marked trails only;
• wear a helmet.
Thank you to all the people of our communities who continue 

to use the park throughout the year. The board strives to keep 
the park a safe and wonderful place for all to use. Please be 
respectful of our users.

2022 Westford Farmers’ Market 
and Pop-Up Shops

The Westford Farmers’ Market and Pop-up Shops will be 
returning this year on the Town Common and are currently 
seeking local food and craft vendors.

Interested vendors, please fill out this form (https://forms.gle/
fJAecDFppEycT1Ju9), even if you’ve previously participated in 
the Farmer’s Market or Pop-up Shops.

The first market will be kicked off during the 4th of July parade 
on the Westford Town Common, taking place Monday, July 4, 
10:00 AM – 1:00 PM. Following markets will take place on one 
Saturday per month, 11:00 AM – 2:00 PM on the Westford Town 
Common in July, August, and September (dates TBD).

Our goal is to strengthen the direct connection between 
customers and producers by creating a market for folks to find 
fresh, local food and unique, hand-crafted products from their 
neighbors.

After filling out this form, we will contact you with more 
information and the application for the town. If you have 
any questions about this form, you may send an email to 
westfordfarmersmarketvt@gmail.com.

News briefs continued from page 6 Working to Be Relevant
Peter Ingvoldstad, May 2022

Trying to be relevant
Struggling to be alive

Like some folks
I never really had to
struggle to survive

to find food to stay alive
But I certainly did

Struggle to be relevant
I struggled to really be alive

A few times in the past
I had to accept

An unemployment check
To have food and pay the rent

But I did not
Like so many people

In this world
worry with an empty belly
or no roof above my head

I did though
struggle to find some relevance

for why I should be alive
From my very centered perspective

Inside my physical head
my thoughts reached out to others

to find my purpose there
In short bursts of happiness
brought by someone’s praise

of some action
I have done to build a better good

I felt I was relevant
I was much more alive

But alas
the moment is so fleeting

each day again I am looking
for some relevance

some reason to be alive
Please join me and my fellow Rotarians as we work to help 
others, to build a caring community. Come help us do the work 
and then celebrate with us together our efforts. No meetings 
required. Only a few hours at a time to feel relevant and alive.

Fire permits in Jericho
By Todd Fischer, Jericho Fire Warden

The Fire warden in Jericho has overall control of open 
burning in the town of Jericho. You would get your permit from 
him nights and weekends at 802-343-6428, or at the Underhill 
Jericho Fire Department at 802-899-4025 during the week from 
7:00 AM – 6:00 PM.

A permit requires that you are only burning clean brush and 
that you have it in a safe location away from any exposures, and 
that you have a way to control/extinguish the fire.

We only issue permits the same day the burn is happening, 
and if you need a permit for multiple days you will need to call 
in daily for the permit.

All burns require you to be at the location watching the burn 
the entire time it is going.

Be advised: the Town of Jericho is not involved with day-to-
day operations of the Fire Warden.

Hope this information helps, and please reach out with any 
questions or concerns.

Westford Selectboard 
meeting draft minutes

By Nanette Rogers, Westford Town Administrator
Wondering what the Westford Selectboard discussed at 

their Thursday, May 12 meeting? The draft minutes are 
available for reading at https://westfordvt.us/wp-content/
uploads/2022/05/2022-05-12-Draft-Minutes.pdf.

MISCELLANEOUS NEWS

Are you Storm Smart? WNRCD 
offers free assessment

The Winooski Natural Resources Conservation District 
(WNRCD) is offering free Storm Smart visits to all residents of 
our District!

The WNRCS has expanded their free Storm Smart program to 
help homeowners identify opportunities to mitigate stormwater 
damage and improve water quality. Do you have issues with 
runoff, erosion, or pooling water? Learn more about how you can 
slow down, spread out, and sink in rainfall at home.

Join dozens of neighbors who have already taken part by 
signing up for a free on-site assessment. Trained staff from 
the WNRCD will visit your home and help you trace the path 
water takes through your property. After the visit they will 
provide you with individualized recommendations to create 
Green Stormwater Infrastructure (GSI) solutions. The total time 
commitment is about two hours, and participants who complete 
the follow up conversation and feedback survey receive a $30 
gift card to a local hardware store!

Sign up today at https://winooskinrcd.org/stormsmart.

Maximize productivity 
with multi-device efficiency now

By Pat Ripley, LEDC Executive Director
Lamoille Economic Development Corporation (LEDC) will 

offer a seminar on multi-device efficiency for businesses on 
Wednesday, June 15, 9:00 AM – 12:00 PM.

Want to maximize productivity and information access whether 
you’re working from home, office, or on the road, regardless of 
the device(s) you use?

Recent trends have more of us working from multiple 
locations, and that leads to questions around safe and effective 
information access, device choice, synchronization, productivity, 
and more. Versatility and flexibility are important for living a 
balanced lifestyle, but safety and cost concerns still carry weight. 
Speaker Jeremy Lesniak has provided business, marketing, and 
technology consulting services to Vermont and beyond for over 
20 years.

This workshop will cover a variety of topics to help you work 
where you want, how you want. To register, go online to https://
maximize-productivity.eventbrite.com.

Concepts to be covered include: making sure you have the 
same information available on all your devices; recognizing and 
overcoming efficiency challenges with mobile devices; keeping 
your data safe and secure; and the latest cross-platform and 
cross-device tools to maximize your work output.

Masks are not required for this event.

Green gardening: 5 energy 
saving tips for the garden

By Michael Oman, Chair, Energy Committee, Underhill
As spring (slowly) arrives, here are five tips to save energy/

resources in your lawn and garden...
1. Summer gardens can account for a significant portion of 

our water usage. Consider using a higher cutting height on your 
lawnmower, 3.25”-4”. This allows for improved water usage 
by providing stronger roots, reducing runoff, and helping to 
mitigate evaporation. Higher grass length can also help inhibit 
weed growth.

2. Reduce the impact of your water usage by using a rain 
barrel. Collect water from your roof and store for use as needed. 
It’s a low-cost ($40-$60) option for water storage. Here’s a DIY 
video from Ask This Old House: https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=g0y0BmEFUcs.

3. Consider how the landscape and climate can impact the 
comfort in your home and reduce heating/cooling costs. We 

live in a cool region. The DOE suggests the use of windbreaks to 
protect from cold winter winds, allowing the winter sun to reach 
south-facing windows, and appropriate shading for south and west 
windows and walls impacted by direct summer sun.

4. Electric lawn and gardening equipment continue to grow 
in popularity as we move towards electrification. Maybe it’s 
time to give up that old two-stroke weed whacker? There are 

incentives available from GMP and VEC for lawn mowers. 
More information can be found at Mow Electric as well. Better 
yet! If you have the stamina, consider hand tools for all your 
lawn and garden needs.

5. How about a clover lawn (or patch)? Clover lawns 
require little watering and little mowing, attract healthy insect 

Miscellaneous continued on page 9
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only if it is safe for you. Turtles know where they are going, 
so move them in the direction they are headed. Gently lift by 
holding the shell above the back legs. If it’s a snapping turtle (no 
shell makings) you’ll have to exercise extra caution, since they 
have very long necks and can snap.

Below is a good article reviewing this subject:
ht tps : / /www.bur l ing ton freepress .com/s tory /news/

local/2021/05/07/what-do-if-you-find-turtle-crossing-road-
vermont-snapping-turtle/4988086001/

Ann Greer
Jeffersonville

Thanks to Pam, Andy, 
and Todd (UJFD and Fire Warden)
To the Editor,

Had concerns over a burn permit on Milo White Road and still 
burning after it appeared the crew left for day (clearing the land 
for a new house).

Appreciated Andy (UJFD) having Todd (Fire Warden) stop by 
after. Todd then reached out to the burn work crew to return to 
put out the fire completely just before dusk.

Hats off to Pam (the UJFD Dispatcher) as well.
My concerns were legit and taken seriously and I appreciate 

the after-normal-work-hours response (and by the work crew as 
well that came back to extinguish the fire).

Still room for discussion on burn permits themselves, to 
consider to require to give notice for a “Burn Permit Notice” 
for neighbors to know in advance? A discussion to maybe 
restrict burn permits in neighborhoods with houses in very close 
proximity to each other?

Glad to have a smoke-free house this evening!
Robert (Bob) Devost

Jericho

Running for State Representative 
(Cambridge, Waterville)
To the Editor,

I am so excited to share that I am running to represent Cambridge 
and Waterville in the Vermont House of Representatives.

I am a 5th generation Boyden of Boyden Farm in Cambridge. 
I attended Cambridge Elementary and Lamoille Union Middle 
and High School. Recently, I received a bachelor of science in 
marketing from Roger Williams University, where I additionally 
studied political science and global communications.

My passion for politics sparked in 2014 when I served as a 
legislative page. I returned to the capitol building in 2017 as a 
Girls Rock the Capitol Legislative Intern within the Agriculture 
committee. Additionally, I supported our home community of 
Lamoille as a student advocate on the LNSU school board.

This community is home to me. I am committed to being a 
listener, communicator, and advocate for our strong-willed 
community. A successful community cares for its people and 
its land, so I will be working towards increasing accessible 
healthcare, helping our farming community, protecting Vermont’s 
beautiful natural resources, and so much more.

I look forward to meeting you door-to-door and expanding 
more on why I would be honored to gain your vote in November.

I will be sharing more information in the coming weeks! 
However, please do not hesitate to reach out to me (lucymboyden@
gmail.com) in the meantime!

With gratitude,
Lucy Boyden

Cambridge

DEBORAH RAWSON MEMORIAL LIBRARY
The library is open, no appointment needed: Tuesday and 

Thursdays 10:00 AM – 8:00 PM, Wednesday and Friday 10:00 
AM – 6:00 PM, Saturday 10:00 AM – 2:00 PM, and Sunday 1:00 
– 4:00 PM. Everyone over the age of 2 is required to wear a mask. 
Please try to limit your visit to 30 minutes. Curbside pickup is still 
available; contact 802-899-4962 or rawsonlibrary@drml.org.

To register for programs, call 802-899-4962, or email Erik 
(program_assistant@drml.org) for Adult Programs or Abbey 
(youth_librarian@drml.org) for Youth Programs.

DRML Trustees will meet Thursday, June 16, 7:00 PM, in 
person (all participants must wear a mask). A virtual meeting is 
available for those who wish to remain remote; to receive the link, 
please contact Holly, drawsonmemlib@gmail.com. 

Adult programs
Tuesday, May 31, 7:00 PM: Mystery Book Club. We will be 

discussing The Janus Stone by Elly Griffiths. We will be meeting 
in person in the program room. Masks are required. A Zoom 
meeting will also be available for those who prefer a virtual 
option. Please contact Holly (drawsonmemlib@yahoo.com) if 
you would like to receive a link to the Zoom meeting.

Tuesday, June 14, 7:00 PM: Deborah Rawson Book Lovers 
(virtual; for information on how to join, contact Christine@
cstaffa.com). DRBL is a monthly adult book discussion group. 
This month’s selection is Runaway by Alice Munro. New 
members are always welcome to drop in on any meeting, which 
is always the second Tuesday of the month at 7:00 PM.

Saturday, June 18, 7:00 – 9:00 PM: Wine and Dessert Night 
Fundraiser returns! Please join us at the Jericho Community 
Center for this delicious fundraising event. Come enjoy local 
Snipe Island Wines and a selection of decadent desserts. Tickets 
can be purchased in advance at the library, or at the door the night 
of the event. $10 per person for just unlimited desserts, $15 for 
one glass of wine with unlimited desserts, $20 for two glasses of 
wine with unlimited desserts. There is also a silent auction with 
31 items, so bring your cash or checkbook! Items are currently 
available at the library to bid on and preview. Winners will be 
awarded at the end of the evening on June 18. You don’t need to 
be present to win, you just have to have the highest bid. We have 
certificates for services, food certificates, and photographs and 
paintings by local artists. All proceeds from this event go directly 
to the library.

Youth programs
Coming soon from the bottom of an ocean near you, the DRML 

and JTL Summer Reading Program promotional video. Watch our 
website for details!

Ongoing
Story Time [PreK-K] Tuesdays at 3:00 PM: We’re gearing up 

for the summer program theme Oceans of Possibilities. Freddy 
will tell his best ocean jokes, we’ll read stories about pirates, 
ocean creatures, and so much more. Hope to see you there.

Farmers Market: All summer long, DRML and JTL are taking 
turns at the Farmers Market. Visit us to sign up for summer 
reading and get your goodie bag, peek through some free books, 

and definitely blow bubbles!
Check out these great programs!
All programs meet in person at DRML. We still ask that 

everyone over the age of 2 years wear a mask to protect our 
vulnerable populations. If you would prefer to join programs via 
Zoom, please email youth_librarian@drml.org.

Thursday, June 2, 3:00 – 5:00 PM: Animation Club [tween/
teen] This will be our last regular meeting of Animation Club 
before we start summer programming. We hope you can join us 
at 4:30 PM as we screen the amazing short films made by kids 
this year.

Fridays, June 3 and 10, 11:00 AM: Stories and Songs with the 
Londons! [preschool] Join us on the back patio in the sunshine 
for songs and stories with Beth and David London.

Wednesday, June 8, 3:00 – 4:30 PM: Minecraft Social [teen/
tween] Bring your own device and hop on the library’s wifi 
network for an afternoon of Minecraft with friends! You can sign 
up when you visit the library, call us at 802-899-4962, or email 
youth_librarian@drml.org.

Wednesday, June 15, 3:00 – 4:00 PM: Pre K Craft Day: 
Sandpaper Castle Collages [preschool] Little ones can explore 
different textures and celebrate the summer program’s oceanic 
theme with this craft meant just for them. You can sign up when 
you visit the library, call us at 802-899-4962, or email youth_
librarian@drml.org.

Thursday, June 16, 3:00 – 4:30 PM: Read to Wyatt [all ages] 
Practice your read-aloud skills with therapy dog Wyatt and his 
handler Ms. Sue. They love when you visit and share the stories 
you love. You can sign up when you visit the library, call us at 
802-899-4962, or email youth_librarian@drml.org.

Friday, June 17, 3:00 – 4;00 PM: Lego Club [ages 6+] 
Whether you build a rocket ship, a garden or a house, there’s no 
wrong way to LEGO. Build whatever you like and when you’re 
done we will put it on display in the kids’ room! You can sign 
up when you visit the library, call us at 802-899-4962, or email 
youth_librarian@drml.org.

Saturday, June 18, starting at 3:00 PM: Summer Reading 
Kickoff with Rockin’ Ron the Friendly Pirate [all ages] Avast 
ye! Let’s have a rockin’ party to celebrate the start of DRML 
and JTL’s collaborative summer programming! Starting at 3:00 
PM we’ll have some ocean-themed outdoor games to play, and 
Rockin’ Ron takes the stage at 4:00 PM.

Monday, June 20-Friday, June 24, 9:00 AM – 12:00 PM: 
Animation Camp [ages 8+] We’re teaming up with our 
community partners at MMCTV again for another week-long 
animation camp! Whether you’ve been coming to the animation 
club all year, or this is something new you want to try, all are 
welcome. We’ll screen all the animations Friday starting at 
noon. Spots are limited to 10 participants, so be sure to sign 
up quickly! Visit the library, call us at 802-899-4962, or email 
youth_librarian@drml.org to sign up.

Saturday, June 25, 9:00 PM: Outdoor Movie Night [all ages] 
Bring your blankets, lawn chairs and bug spray for an outdoor 
movie night. Please call or visit www.drml.org to see what movie 
we’ll be showing.

Sunday, June 26, 3:30 – 5:30 PM: Dungeons & Dragons: 
Sinister Secrets of Saltmarsh [ages 8+] Seeking six brave 
adventurers to discover what’s really going on in the seaside town 
of Saltmarsh. In the first meeting of our summer D&D session, 
we will be crafting brand new characters starting at level 1. If 
you’ve never played and have been curious, this could be the 
perfect introduction. You can sign up when you visit the library, 
call us at 802-899-4962, or email youth_librarian@drml.org.

Wednesday, June 29, 3:00 – 4:00 PM: Older Kid Crafts: 
Mermaid Lanterns [ages 8+] Decorate a glass jar with an 
underwater scene using paint, glitter, beads, and silhouettes we 
cut with our Cricut machine. You can sign up when you visit 
the library, call us at 802-899-4962, or email youth_librarian@
drml.org.

Thursday, June 30, 1:00 PM: Very Merry Theatre presents 
The Further Adventures of Peter and Wendy [all ages] Our good 
friends at Very Merry Theatre will be back with their wagon to 
put on a great show for us. Hope to see you there!

Please visit drml.org for the most up-to-date information on 
programs at DRML.

Contact information: email rawsonlibrary@drml.org; website 
www.drml.org; phone 802-899-4962.

JERICHO TOWN LIBRARY
We are open 10:00 AM – 7:00 PM Tuesday, 10:00 AM – 4:00 

PM Wednesday-Friday, and 10:00 AM – 2:00 PM Saturday.
Wednesdays, 10:30 AM: Storytime takes place in our 

programming area on the second floor of the library and is 
intended for children aged 0-5 (though all are welcome!). We 
usually share a few books together and a related craft or activity. 
Please note that masks are required indoors for everyone over 2 
years old.

Jericho Town Library’s Makerspace is exactly what it sounds 
like: an area for kids and teens to create, tinker, build, code, 
and explore the world of STEM. With support from the VT 
Department of Libraries’ ARPA grant, we currently have 3D Pens, 
SPIKE Prime Lego robotics, and a 3D printer. The Makerspace 
is located on the second floor of Jericho Town Library and is 
open for kids aged 7-18 whenever the library is open. Come to 
the library and get started creating! While the Makerspace is free 
for all children and teens, the 3D printer can also be used by 
adults who pay for the cost of their materials. Visit our website 
to read about using the Makerspace and 3D printer! https://www.
jerichotownlibraryvt.org/makerspace.html

Find us on Facebook and Instagram (@jerichotownlibrary) 
for regular updates on our programs, services, and collections. 
802-899-4686, library@jerichotownlibraryvt.org, www.
jerichotownlibraryvt.org.

Please check our website and the notice boards outside of 
the library for updates and more information on programs and 
library services: www.jerichotownlibraryvt.org or 802-899-4686.

VARNUM MEMORIAL LIBRARY JEFFERSONVILLE
Please let us know how we can assist you by contacting 

varnumrequests@gmail.com or 802-644-2117.
Are you ready to get your grow on? Seeds are now available at 

the Varnum! There are vegetables, flowers and herb seeds to help 
bolster or begin your garden. There are plenty for everyone, so 
don’t be shy and come check the seed library out. Would you like 
to donate some to share? Bring them in and we will help with the 
packaging. Let’s grow something good, together!

Wednesdays, 10:00 AM: Two-Book Tuesday story time! 
Come join us and share in a relaxed story time, followed by a 
craft to make or take. We will aim for the front porch, weather 
depending. If indoors, masking is requested.

Tuesdays, May 31, June 7, 14, and 21, 3:30 PM: Live Your 
Why, Passport Edition. Attention 5th – 8th graders: looking for 
fun events within our community? Opportunities to make new 
friends? How about chances to win prizes? Join us: Passports and 
all materials are supplied by Healthy Lamoille Valley. No need to 
bring anything. For more information, contact varnumrequests@
gmail.com or 802-644-2117.

Thursdays, 4:00 PM: Dungeons and Dragons. Are you curious 
about Dungeons and Dragons? Are you an experienced player 
that needs a party? Come join us at the Varnum. No experience 
needed; all ages welcome!

The team at the Varnum: April, Carol, Carrie, Courtney, Hope, 
Jan, Karen, Krista, Laura, Lesley, Liv, Mark, Teelah, and Valerie.

The Varnum Memorial Library is open for curbside pickup and 
in-person browsing. Please continue to wear a mask. Our hours 
are: Tuesdays 9:00 AM – 6:00 PM; Wednesdays 9:00 AM – 6:00 
PM; Thursdays 8:00 AM – 6:00 PM; Fridays 9:00 AM – 3:00 
PM; and Saturdays 9:00 AM – 3:00 PM; closed Sunday-Monday. 
(Note, hours at the Varnum can vary week to week; please check 
the website to be certain.)

The Varnum Library, P.O. Box 198, 194 Main St., Jeffersonville, 
802-644-2117; thevarnum@gmail.com; www.varnumlibrary.org.

WESTFORD PUBLIC LIBRARY
The library hours of operation (meaning come in and browse 

the shelves, use the computer, grab a DVD, etc.): Tuesdays 10:00 
AM – 7:00 PM, Wednesdays 1:00 – 7:00 PM, Thursdays 10:00 
AM – 7:00 PM, Fridays 1:00 – 7:00 PM, and Saturday 10:00 
AM – 2:00 PM, no appointments needed. Patrons of all ages are 
welcome, children under 12 must be accompanied by an adult. If 
you feel you need curbside service, for whatever reason, please 
email Bree at the library and we can work something out. We 
want nothing to impede you from using the library.

Events for everyone
The Library is accepting donations for the annual Fourth of 

July Book Sale. We will be accepting donations on Saturdays, 
June 11 and 25, 9:00 – 11:00 AM. We are also limiting drop off 
of donations to two boxes per person. Not accepting: VHS tapes, 
cassettes, music CDs, textbooks, encyclopedias, magazines, and 
moldy or damaged books. Ask yourself, “Would I lend this to a 
friend?” If the answer is no, then keep it out of the book sale. We 
are accepting: books in good condition, hard covers, paperbacks, 
kids books, DVDs, and audiobooks. Do not use the book drop for 
donations — it damages the library books and makes a big mess.

The Westford Food Shelf is now open twice a month, on the 
first Wednesday of each month (June 1), 4:30 – 5:30 PM, on 
the third Saturday (June 18), 8:00 – 9:00 AM. With increased 
openings, they need more inventory! The Westford Public 
Library has food collection bins at all curbside pickups from now 
on. These bins are for non-perishable food and household items.

Children’s events
Thursdays, 11:15 AM, outside on the Common. Early Literacy 

Storytime, birth to pre-school. Bring a blanket and a snack, both 
will help your kiddos with sitting in place. We will read stories, 
sing songs, dance, and enjoy being outside with each other. No 
need to sign up or make a reservation. Just show up and enjoy! 
We will be outside for storytime all summer long! In case of light 
rain, we will be in the gazebo. In case of thunder and heavy rain, 
we will be in the library. Crafts will be a blend of takeaways and 
in-person.

Saturday, June 4, 10:30 AM – 12:00 PM: the Library’s Baby 
Tea returns! Save the date for Westford Family Fest. We have 
not been able to have our annual Baby Tea for a couple of years, 
so we celebrating all children born from March 2019-March 
2022. If your child was born in Westford, you should receive 
an invite in the mail very soon. If you have moved into town 
and your child fits into that age category, you are invited too! 
Please contact the library for more details, 802-878-5639 or 
westfordpubliclibrary@gmail.com.

Adult events
Thursdays, 6:30 PM: the Fiber Arts Group meets every 

Thursday in person at the library.

Friendly Pirate sails 
to this summer’s shows

In addition to weekly Friendly Pirate shows at his home port o’ 
Smugglers’ Notch Resort, the Friendly Pirate will be at the local 
libraries to perform his educational, entertaining, and inclusive 
pirate music. Shark in the Dark, Pirate Party Pooper, and Pearl 
the Purple Pirate Princess are on the set list.

This summer’s Library theme is Oceans of Possibility. As a 
Pirate, the ocean is obvious. As a Friendly Pirate, he promotes 
possibilities in songs like She Can Be a Captain Too and Pirates 
in Outer Space.

The Friendly Pirate hopes to SEA U there on Saturday, June 
11 at the Westford Public Library; Saturday, June 18 at the 
Deborah Rawson Memorial Library in Jericho; Saturday, June 
25 and Saturday, July 30 at the Varnum Memorial Library in 
Jeffersonville.

And on Wednesday, August 24, the Friendly Pirate will be in 
Jeffersonville at the Farmers’ & Artisan Market.

For more information: http://www.
RockinRonTheFriendlyPirate.com.

We have room for your ad.
Call Brenda Boutin at 802-453-6354 

for more information or email 
mtngazette@gmavt.net.
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Colors continued on page 9

Libaries continued from page 8
Find us on Facebook (www.facebook.com/

westfordpubliclibrary) and Twitter (www.twitter.com/
WestfordVT_pl). Bree Drapa, Librarian. 802-878-5639; http://
westfordpubliclibrary.org; westfordpubliclibrary@gmail.com. 

FAIRFAX COMMUNITY LIBRARY
We are asking everyone to please wear a face mask in the 

library. To help meet the needs of all library users, Curbside 
Pickup Services will be provided on Tuesdays and Thursdays, 
3:00 – 7:00 PM upon request.

All events are free unless noted. Pre-registration required; 
please sign up at least one week before the program date; call 
802-849-2420 or email libraryfairfax@gmail.com.

Youth Events
Adult Events
Hours: Mondays, Wednesdays, and Fridays 10:00 AM – 5:30 

PM; Tuesdays and Thursdays 9:00 AM – 7:00 PM; and Saturdays 
9:00 AM – 1:00 PM.

For up-to-date info about programs, visit our website www.
fairfaxvtlibrary.org, where you can also find a link to the 
interactive Google calendar. 75 Hunt Street, Fairfax; 802-849-
2420.

RICHMOND LIBRARY
Library hours: Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, and Friday, 10:00 

AM – 5:00 PM; Wednesday, 10:00 AM – 8:00 PM; and Saturday, 
10:00 AM – 2:00 PM. Our webpage, Facebook, and email reflect 
this information.

Fine days are arriving. Enjoy good weather days outside at our 
different picnic tables. One of our tables is ADA compliant. We 
have a WiFi booster, too. So get some work done, stream some 
music, have Skype session, all without worrying about signal 
drop.

Richmond Library commits to sustainability: We recently 
enrolled in the Sustainable Library Initiative’s Certification 
Program, which empowers libraries to be leaders in “triple bottom 
line” sustainability. Our goal is to create a more sustainable, 
resilient, and equitable library and community in the face of the 
climate crisis and biodiversity crisis. By joining the program, the 
library is committing to work toward embedding the concepts of 
triple bottom line sustainability into our policies and practices. 
We will be using the lenses of environmental impact, economic 
feasibility, and social equity to assess our current practices and 
work through comprehensive “action items” in twelve categories, 
such as Energy, Materials, Collective Impact, and Resilience 
Planning. Richmond is part of a cohort of nine libraries that 
are working together to achieve certification over the next two 
years as the Vermont Library Association’s Sustainable Libraries 
Working Group. The other libraries are Brownell, Carpenter-
Carse, Charlotte, Lincoln, Norman Williams, Pettee Memorial, 
Quechee, and Windsor Public Library. The working group’s 
efforts are being supported by the Sustainable Future Fund of the 
Vermont Community Foundation. The Richmond Library looks 
forward to collaborating with other Vermont libraries and our 
community to build a more sustainable future.

Outdoor Summer Yoga Series: Melt away Monday by giving 
yourself the gift of mindful movement as you relax into the 
Vermont summer breeze. This gentle, flowing yoga class will 
incorporate breath work and meditation and is open to everyone. 
Classes are guided by Carrie Mailloux, RYT 200. Each class is 
by donation, with proceeds going to the Richmond Food Shelf. 
Classes will be held on the Library lawn every Monday, 7:00 – 

8:00 PM, beginning on June 6.
Brown Bag or not? Discover Between the Covers is a book 

chat via Zoom with Stacey Symanowicz (Huntington Public 
Library) and Rebecca Mueller (Richmond Free Library). They 
present new and hidden gems from both libraries on the third 
Wednesday of each month at 12:00 PM. After the librarians offer 
selections, participants are welcome to chime in and let everyone 
know what’s on their nightstand or end table. Zoom links are 
posted on https://richmondfreelibraryvt.org/collections/book-
chats/. The next session is Wednesday, June 15.

CD release: Concert pianist Elaine Greenfield presents a 
concert celebrating the formal release of her new double disc CD, 
Ravel Compared, by Parma Recordings. At the concert Elaine 
will share insights into her eight-year project, discuss Ravel, 
and play music from the recording. Tickets: adult $25; seniors 
and students $20. Purchase tickets at the door, cash or check. All 
admission proceeds will be donated to the Vermont Food Bank. 
Recordings will be available for purchase at the concert ($30).

Fiction Book Group: June’s book is Matilda by Roald 
Dahl. This Dahl favorite is about an exceptional little girl with 
extraordinary powers. (The much-loved story was recently made 
into a musical that was performed by Lyric Theatre last month.) 
All are welcome to join the monthly discussion at the library; 
books are available approximately one month ahead. Contact 
Gwen Landis, 802-434-5012 or gwennie1972@yahoo.com, for 
information on participating. Tuesday, June 14, 6:00 PM.

Blood Pressure Monitors: Is it time to take a reading on your 
blood pressure? The Library has several monitors to loan.

Mystery Book Group: June’s book is The Monogram 
Murders: A New Hercule Poirot Mystery by Sophie Hannah. 
British writer Hannah was authorized by Agatha Christie’s 
estate to write new stories based on Christie’s characters. This 
the first in her series of Hercule Poirot novels. In this mystery 
set in 1920s London, only the talented Belgian detective and 
his “little grey cells” can solve a diabolically clever puzzle. All 
are welcome to join the monthly discussion at the library; books 
are available approximately one month ahead. Contact Maureen 
Parent, 802-434-2055 or msparent@gmavt.net, for information 
on participating. Thursday, June 16, 7:00 PM.

June Art Show: On the walls for May and June you will 
find the work of watercolor artist Deana Allgaier, a resident of 
Huntington. She is a self-taught artist by night and a trained chef 
and registered dietitian by day. She loves to create, whether it 
is with paint or with food, and is inspired by things she finds 
and observes in and around her home in Vermont. She has been 
exploring with different color palettes and lately has been drawn 
to painting abstract landscapes, still life, and local buildings. You 
can find more of her work on her website (www.dastudiovt.com) 
or visit her art studio in the Fuller Building next to the post office 
in Huntington.

Our weekly children’s programs will take a break for the 
summer months. We will resume Baby Laptime, Storytime, and 
Playgroup in September. Pick up a copy of our summer flyer to 
see when there are special summer programs that might be a 
good fit for your child.

Summer Reading Program: Every summer we join the VT 
Department of Libraries and libraries across the country in 
offering reading program materials around a common theme. This 
year’s theme is Oceans of Possibility and features the artwork 
of Sophie Blackall. Registration for the program will begin on 

Monday, June 13. Kids will learn all the details at school in early 
June and will go home with a flyer detailing all of the special 
programs and events happening at the Library this summer. 
Middle-school-age youth and those who are homeschooled can 
pick up a flyer at the library in early-June. Below are a few of the 
first special programs of the summer.

Oceans of Drumming: Everybody Plays a Drum: Master 
drummer Saragail Benjamin will present “oceanic” stories and 
we’ll make wild rhythms together on our drums. Everyone gets 
one! No registration is required for this program for all ages on 
Monday, June 20 at 11:00 AM.

Make Music Day: Join us for some fun music making as we 
sing and strum together on the library lawn. Bring your own 
instrument or use one of ours (rhythm sticks, shakers, and more) 
as we work through a familiar song list. Bring a picnic lunch 
to enjoy while we make music together. All ages and musical 
talents are welcome on Tuesday, June 21, 12:00 PM.

VINS Watershed Wilderness: Where does a drop of rain 
falling in your backyard come from? Where does it go? And who 
does it meet along the way? Join an environmental educator from 
the Vermont Institute of Natural Science (VINS) in exploring the 
ways in which our green mountain landscape and the oceans of 
the world are intimately connected. We’ll trace the raindrop’s 
journey with a watershed model, and meet two live animal 
ambassadors who depend on this cycle, while learning ways 
we can help our land and oceans stay healthy. No registration is 
required for this program on Friday, June 24, 10:30 AM. All ages 
are welcome.

 Very Merry Theater presents The Further Adventures of 
Peter Pan. Vermont’s only touring company for actors ages 6-15 
will present this original musical. Fun for the whole family on 
Tuesday, June 28, 12:00 PM on the Library lawn.

Golden Dome Book Award Winner: Vermont students in 
grades 4-8 have spoken, and their 2021 Golden Dome Book 
Award winner is Millionaires for a Month by Stacy McAnulty. 
The list of nominees for 2022-2023 is out and we have brand 
new copies of them all ready to be checked out and enjoyed over 
the summer.

Contact us at 802-434-3036 (leave a message after hours) or 
rfl@gmavt.net.

Richmond Free Library, 201 Bridge St., P.O. Box 997, 
Richmond, VT 05477; 802-434-3036; fax 802-434-3223; www.
richmondfreelibraryvt.org.

BROWNELL LIBRARY, ESSEX JUNCTION
Contact us at frontdesk@brownelllibrary.org or 802-878-

6955.
Brownell Library, 6 Lincoln St., Essex Junction. Contact Main 

Desk 802-878-6955, Youth Desk 802-878-6956, Reference Desk 
802-878-6957, or frontdesk@brownelllibrary.org.

ESSEX FREE LIBRARY
Our online resources and services are always open. All 

you need is your library card. Don’t have a library card? 
Request a virtual library e-card today to access our ebook 
and audiobook collections. (https://docs.google.com/
forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScH6EFIcpRRmOhjQ_O1GTNOzZ1_
eJS3WJtR4BQe1aT6mYMT0A/viewform?vc=0&c=0&w=1)

Essex Free Library, 1 Browns River Rd., Essex. 802-879-
0313; essexfreelibrary.com

Black bears inhabit most of the state, other than the Champlain 
Islands. Vermont has one of the densest black bear populations 
in the country, approximately one bear for every three square 
miles, most commonly found in the Green Mountains and 
Northeast Kingdom.                                PHOTO CONTRIBUTED

Coexisting with bears in Vermont
From VT Fish and Wildlife Department

https://vtfishandwildlife.com/learn-more/living-with-wildlife/
living-with-black-bears 

There was a time when a bear sighting near our homes was 
a rare occurrence; that is not the case anymore. The entire state 
is now part of bear country and it is critical that all residents 
behave accordingly. The Vermont Fish and Wildlife Department 
is receiving reports of multiple bears regularly searching for 
human foods in neighborhoods and backyards. These bears 
are spending time in our communities because they are finding 
meals of birdseed, garbage, and compost. They are unlikely to 
return to the forest until they no longer find easy food in our 
communities.

For the well being of our bears, everyone must take steps to 
remove and secure bear attractants. Below are the necessary 
steps to make your yard bear-safe:

Take down your birdfeeder until next winter and clean up all 
spilled seeds and shells. Put your birdfeeders and birdseed away 
in a secure location until bears have entered their winter dens. 
Do not simply bring your feeder in at night — bears are active 
both day and night! Do not wait until a bear visits before taking it 
down. Every meal is an important learning experience for bears.

Make your garbage inaccessible. Garbage needs to be stored 
in a secure structure such as a basement, locked garage, or secure 
shed. Ideally, garbage should also be stored in a bear-resistant 
garbage can. These can be purchased from the manufacturers 
listed on the VT Fish and Wildlife website, or there are ways you 
can retrofit your existing can by adding latches. Contact VT Fish 
and Wildlife for instructions.

Dispose of garbage frequently. If you have pick-up services, 
wait until the morning to put your garbage on the curb. The less 
time garbage is out, the better!

If you have a dumpster, demand it be bear-proof. “Bear-proof” 
means it has tight fitting metal tops, and doors with locking 
mechanisms. If others use the dumpster, there should be signs 
explaining why and how to properly use it.

Stop composting at home for the time being, and use your 
local drop-off location. Once bear activity lessens and you begin 
composting at home again, follow the composing in bear country 
guidelines on our website.

Use ammonia to help minimize enticing odors. A rag soaked 
in ammonia inside the lid of your garbage can, in a bucket next 
to your compost, or in the doorway to your garbage storage 
structure, can help deter a bear from finding these potential 
attractants. Refresh the rag at least once every two weeks.

Use electric fencing to protect chickens and bees. Learn how 
on our website.

Clean your grill after every use.
Never feed pets outside.
Make the bear feel uncomfortable in your yard. Yell, bang pots 

and pans, or use other devices to make loud noises. Even if the 
bear doesn’t run away, this helps make the experience unpleasant 
and if no food is found the bear will be less likely to return.

Please report your bear encounters to Vermont Fish and 
Wildlife through our website (https://vtfishandwildlife.com/
learn-more/living-with-wildlife/living-with-black-bears). These 
reports allow us to share relevant information with you to help 
prevent future bear incidents. They also allow us to understand 
the nature of bear incidents throughout Vermont so we can take 
steps to help all Vermonters better coexist with bears.

To protect you, and our bears, it is illegal to feed bears in 
Vermont. Under Title 10 V.S.A. 4827, a person who does not 
remove bait, or contain food following an order issued, can be 
fined.

The Vermont Department of Fish and Wildlife cannot fix this 
problem alone. Working together as a community to remove 
food sources that attract bears is a key solution. Please do your 
part to be a good neighbor and help keep Vermont’s bears wild!

Miscellaneous continued from page 7
populations, and do not need fertilizer. A lawn that rarely needs 
mowing saves on emissions... and time.

Kearstyn’s story: of addiction, 
motherhood, and hope

From the VT Dept. for Children And Families
May 8, 2022 was a major milestone for Kearstyn. While it 

was her second Mother’s Day as a mom, it was just her first with 
the baby at home.

Kearstyn first started taking pills at the age of 14. Pills soon 
turned to other things.

“When I first started doing pills, it was a social thing,” said 
Kearstyn. “But it soon became a need that kept growing. I 
needed to do more and more drugs just to not feel sick.”

When the cost of staying high on oxycodone got too 
expensive, she turned to heroin. And at the tender age of 16, she 

found herself a full-blown heroin addict.
“Addiction runs deep in my family. Pretty much everyone is 

addicted to something — drugs, alcohol, or something else. I 
knew better than to start down this path, but I did it anyway.”

A few months into the COVID pandemic, she discovered she 
was pregnant. She went into rehab at 29 weeks. She soon left. 
She went back again at 32 weeks. She didn’t last long.

DCF came knocking on her door soon after. A Family Services 
worker was assigned to her case. Together, they came up with a 
safety plan that would allow her baby to live at home.

“I messed up. I told them what they wanted to hear. But 
I didn’t do the things I was supposed to. As a result, my baby 
didn’t come home for almost a year. My mother was awarded 
conditional custody while I worked on getting clean.”

Although she kept using for almost a year after her daughter 
was born, she never missed a visit or a doctor’s appointment. She 
loved her daughter. She eventually went back into rehab. This 
time it worked, and her baby was able to go home.

“My Family Services and Easter Seals workers helped — a 
lot. They pushed me HARD, but they also believed in me. They 
helped me find the supports and services I needed. They hooked 
me up with rehab services and substance abuse counseling. They 
helped me find housing and get 3SquaresVT food assistance. 
They also gave me a timeline. To get myself together. I knew I 
couldn’t blow it this time. I needed to do it for my daughter. It 
took almost losing her to finally get my life back.”

Kearstyn has been clean for six months now. Although she 
still feels guilt for the things she’s done, she chooses to look 
forward. To focus on the love she has for her daughter. And on 
the pride she feels in herself: for the hard work she put in. For 
getting her daughter back. And for being a good mom.

“Although I didn’t always feel this way, especially in the 
beginning, I am so grateful to my workers for all their help, 
support, and tough love.”

Kearstyn now looks forward — with hope and joy — to all of 
the Mother’s Days to come.
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CLASSIFIED ADS

Place your classified ad 
in the Mountain Gazette 
for a nominal charge.

The first 25 words for $6.50 
and ten cents for each 

additional word.

Contact Brenda Boutin
at mtngazette@gmavt.net
to reach readers in our 

regular coverage area of
Bolton, Jericho, Underhill, 
Cambridge, Jeffersonville, 

Westford, 
plus

Hinesburg, Huntington, 
Richmond, Essex 

and Essex Junction. 

ART / MUSIC / THEATER

FINANCE MANAGER
The Town of Cambridge seeks a Finance 

Manager to work under the direction of the 
Selectboard, and is responsible for the planning, 
directing and controlling of the finance and 
accounting functions of the Town.  A College 
degree with coursework in Accounting and/
or Business Administration is preferred with a 
minimum of five years of relevant accounting and 
finance experience, preferably in a governmental 
setting.  This is a part-time position averaging 
20 hours per week with the option of a hybrid 
arrangement.

See the job description on the town website 
for more information. (https://www.cambridge.
vermont.gov/employment/index.php) 

Town of Cambridge Employment 
Applications and Resumes may be submitted 
to Town Administrator Jonathan DeLaBruere at 
townadmin@cambridgevt.org.

With 15 years of foolishness under our belt, we still get a 
thrill bringing together the world’s finest buskers, street 
performers, musicians, and entertainers for three days of non-
stop merry-making in downtown Burlington, this year Friday-
Sunday, August 5-7 for the 2022 Festival of Fools. For more 
information, go online to https://vermontfestivaloffools.com. 
                                                                  PHOTO CONTRIBUTED

Voices of Our Network, a Live Storytelling Event: Vermont 
Family Network, in association with The Moth producer Susanne 
Schmidt and Main Street Landing, present Voices of Our Network, 
a live storytelling event at 7:00 PM on Friday, June 3 at Main 
Street Landing Performing Arts Center’s Film House (third floor, 
Lake & College building, 60 Lake St.), Burlington, and available 
to livestream. A diverse group of storytellers will engage and 
entertain the audience with seven-minute stories about their 
life and experiences. Each story will be accented by live music 
chosen by the storyteller to highlight an aspect of the story. The 
stories are personal and moving and are appropriate for adult 
audiences only. All guests attending the live performance will 
be asked to wear masks and present their COVID-19 vaccination 
card.

Information and registration are available at http://www.
vermontfamilynetwork.org.

If you have questions, contact Jenny Norris at jenny.norris@
vtfn.org or 802-876-5315.

The Importance of Being Earnest: The MMU Theatre 
Department presents this year’s Senior Theatre Production of 
The Importance of Being Earnest by Oscar Wilde. Performances 
for the Senior Theatre Production will be Friday-Saturday, June 
3-4 at 7:30 PM. Tickets are $5 for students, children, faculty, 
and staff, and $7 for general admission. Tickets are available 
at MMUEarnest.bpt.me. This end-of-the-year performance 
is produced and performed by seniors, some of whom have 
participated in the theatre department for most of their high 
school careers. This year’s production features Troy Riddell, 
Phoebe Doyle, Sirena Sawyer, Nuala Dougherty, Becky 
Kline, Blu Mabley-Ward and Cormac Abbey. But this unique 
opportunity is also one last chance for seniors who have never 
before participated in a theatre production at MMU, to do so. 
The senior show always seems to bring new people out of the 
woodwork, and happily, this year is no different as we welcome 
Meg Fergerson to the stage in their first MMU production. 

But there is one difference this year…You could be on stage in 
this year’s performance of The Importance of Being Earnest. The 
role of The Cook will be raffled off nightly, allowing one lucky 
audience member to join the cast on stage. So if you’ve always 
secretly wanted to perform on stage… here’s your chance! Mark 
your calendar and come out to enjoy this wonderful comedy and 
you might just win a chance to perform on stage with this year’s 
MMU seniors.

The Westford Music Series moves out of the Westford 
Common Hall onto the Common for a concert featuring Jerry 
“guitar man” Thigpen on Sunday, June 26, 7:00 PM. As one of 
North Florida’s best and most popular bands, the Jerry Thigpen 
Trio released two albums in the past five years featuring their 
broad variety of styles and outstanding musicianship, with 
dynamic performances. Jerry picked up a guitar at age 11 and 
never put it back down. His style of playing and writing combines 
his love of the blues, from the Mississippi Delta to Chicago, 
with “rock-and-roots” influences. He will perform songs from 
his albums as well as original material that displays his style of 
seasoned blues/rock with a dash of British invasion, all served up 
with gutsy guitar playing and soulful vocals. Free will donation. 
For more information: 802-363-0930.

A retrospective of the work of Jericho artist Marcia 
Rosberg (1936-2021) is currently showing at the Jericho Town 
Hall. Marcia considered herself a self-taught artist with a lifetime 
of drawing and painting experience. But she also expanded her 
skills with classes from UVM and participated in the Vermont 
Studio Center in Johnson. She exhibited extensively throughout 
Vermont and received a number of awards. Marcia often 
participated in the Town Hall art shows and we were glad when 
her family agreed to a showing of her work that spanned her 
career. Pieces are representative of her early years and up to the 
present. The show will be up through Sunday, June 26.

Art in the Park: A small group of Underhill and Jericho 
residents has been incubating the idea of art in the parks, 
specifically Mills Riverside Park and the Jericho Center Green. 
The idea is to create some sculptures reflective of the history 
of out towns and that will also enhance the park experience. 
The group would welcome participation from the community 
in joining the group or by donations. An application has been 
submitted to the Vermont Arts Council and is in the final 
stages of acceptance. There will be a need for more resources 
and input from the community. Please contact Kirk Peterson, 
kirkmakespizza@gmail.com or 802-338-6520, for details of the 
next meeting.

Tuesday, June 21 is international Make Music Day! 
Vermont musicians are invited to make it happen across 
Vermont! Join music makers in 1000 cities and 120+ countries 

who come out and play, celebrating music in their communities 
all over the world. It started in France 40 years ago and Vermont 
is the first statewide participant in this totally inclusive festival 
that everyone can be a part of. Every style of music is welcome 
in every kind of place, from front porches to Main Street 
sidewalks, library steps to parks, and anywhere that people can 
share and enjoy music with each other. For more information 
and to put yourself on the festival map, visit http://www.
bigheavyworld.com/makemusicvt. Vermont Make Music Day 
is coordinated by Big Heavy World and made possible by our 
community partners Front Porch Forum, Vermont Public Radio, 
and our national presenting sponsor, the NAMM Foundation. 
Questions? Problems registering? Contact David, dafschein@
bigheavyworld.com or 716-640-4639.

Call to Artists: 2022 Jeffersonville Art Jam: The Cambridge 
Arts Council will be hosting the Jeffersonville Art Jam again 
this year. The Art Jam is a collaboration between the Visions of 
Vermont Galleries, the Northern Vermont Artists Association, 
the Bryan Memorial Gallery, and the Cambridge Arts Council. 
The Cambridge Arts Council will have booth space available for 
up to 25 vendors on Saturday, June 25 (rain date, June 26) and 
Saturday, July 2 (rain date, July 3). We may have extra dates 
available if the weather cooperates. The booth space is 10’x10’, 
you bring your own canopy and tables. The festival runs along 
the south side of Main Street in Jeffersonville.

To register, please reply to cambridgeartsvt@gmail.com to let 
us know if you want to participate on June 25, July 2, or both. 
To reserve your space, send your $25 per day registration fee to 
Cambridge Arts Council, P.O. Box 436, Cambridge, VT 05444. 
Hours are 11:00 AM – 5:00 PM (set-up time 8:00 AM – 11:00 
AM). Feel free to send a photo or two of your new work for 
promotion on our social media sites, especially if you have not 
participated in our events before. Check out last year’s festivities, 
this year’s sign-ups, and share with your friends at http://www.
facebook.com/cambridgeartscouncilvt.

Arts in Jeffersonville: Bryan Memorial Gallery (current 
hours: Thursday-Sunday, 11:00 AM – 4:00 PM). Now showing 
through Sunday, November 6: Legacy Collection, an invitational 
season-long exhibition consisting of sixteen contemporary New 
England landscape artists. Through Sunday, June 19: Tell Us a 
Story, in which each participating artist creates a visual story 
through three pieces of artwork. Through Sunday, June 19: 
Selected works of Alden and Mary Bryan.

Visions of Vermont Fine Art Galleries (current hours: 
Wednesday-Sunday, 11:00 AM – 5:00 PM). Now showing 
through Sunday, November 6 at the Carriage Barn: Work by Eric 
Tobin and other local and regional plein air painters. 

Jeffersonville Art Jam: Saturday, June 25 (rain date June 
26) and July 4th weekend, 11:00 AM – 5:00 PM. Village-wide 
celebration of art and community, with artists’ booths, vittles, 
and bands (Cricket Blue; Jenni Johnson and the Junketeers) at 
various locations. Cambridge Area Rotary sponsors a parade, 
booths, games and children’s events on Monday July 4. Two 
Sisters Mill & Mercantile is also having events in conjunction 
with the Jeffersonville Art Jam: June 25 Crafter Demos; July 
2 Fashion Show; and a July 3 “Wool Chat.” All galleries and 
outdoor events are free (though, donations accepted), and open 
to the public. 

Burlington City Arts: BCA’s spring exhibitions are open 
Wednesdays-Fridays 12:00 – 5:00 PM, and Saturdays 12:00 
– 8:00 PM. First floor: Headwater, a new series (https://www.
burlingtoncityarts.org/exhibition/eric-aho-headwater) of 
monumental paintings by Eric Aho. Second floor: What Still 
Remains (https://www.burlingtoncityarts.org/exhibition/sarah-
trad-what-still-remains) is comprised of single- and multi-
channel videos by Lebanese-American artist Sarah Trad.

BCA is gearing up for another year of amazing summer 
programming in City Hall Park, and will present a large number 
of concerts and events in the park, June-September. With a focus 
on finding new VT talent and presenting a diverse lineup, we 
want to hear from you if you’re a performer, have a great band, 
or are a DJ that hasn’t worked with us before. Drop a line and 
a link to Zach Williamson, zwilliamson@burlingtoncityarts.org.

The Westford Music Series moves out of the Westford Common 
Hall onto the Common for a concert featuring Jerry “guitar 
man” Thigpen on Sunday, June 26, 7:00 PM. As one of North 
Florida’s best and most popular bands, the Jerry Thigpen Trio 
released two albums in the past five years featuring their broad 
variety of styles and outstanding musicianship, with dynamic 
performances. Jerry picked up a guitar at age 11 and never put 
it back down. His style of playing and writing combines his love 
of the blues, from the Mississippi Delta to Chicago, with “rock-
and-roots” influences. He will perform songs from his albums 
as well as original material that displays his style of seasoned 
blues/rock with a dash of British invasion, all served up with 
gutsy guitar playing and soulful vocals. Free will donation. For 
more information: 802-363-0930.         PHOTO CONTRIBUTED

Plot Points on Betrayal
By Kimberly Madura

The castle door was purple.
Walk through the rooms of

endless echoes
and Shakespearean stages.
Take a turn on the carousel.

Alas,
a medieval dagger to

the heart.
We are still

quite primitive.
So much depends on the

elements of betrayal.

Beware,
Lady Macbeths are everywhere

these days.
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BUSINESS DIRECTORY

Join the Mountain Gazette in featuring 
the 2022 senior class at

Mount Mansfield Union High School
by purchasing an ad in the June 16 paper.

The ad 
at right costs
only $33.00

larger sizes 
available.

Deadline for ad copy June 9, 2022

New after school music program 
in Underhill next fall

There is a huge need for more after school programming in VT 
(and indeed the whole nation). A new after school music program 
will start up for the 2022-23 school year for students in grades 
K-4: the Underhill Community Music Studio, which will be at 
Poker Hill Arts.

Dan DiFranco (of Underhill) will open an after school music 
program in the fall at Poker Hill Arts. Dan has 12 years of 
experience with after school programming in Vermont.

He will also be teaching private piano and guitar lessons 
afternoons and weekends at Poker Hill Arts, beginning Monday, 
June 27.

The Underhill Community Music Studio (UCMS) After 
School Music Program will be open in the fall on Wednesdays 
and Thursdays; and if there is enough demand, Dan will add 
Fridays. His program will have a similar schedule to Poker Hill 
Arts, with children able to take the bus to Poker Hill Arts and stay 
as late as 5:30 PM.

For more information and to sign up, please contact Dan at 
timbolandusa@gmail.com.

CES Kindergarten 
registration/screening

Attention Cambridge/Jeffersonville families! If your child 
will be 5 years old by August 31, 2022 and will be attending 
Cambridge Elementary School for the 2022/2023 school year, 
please visit https://ces.lnsd.org/news/details/~board/ces-news/
post/kindergarten-registration-2022 for registration information.

On Monday June 6, Tuesday June 7, and Wednesday June 
8, we will be hosting screenings for the incoming 2022/2023 
kindergarteners.

The CES kindergarten crew is looking forward to meeting you 
and your child!

CTE Preschool registration is open
The Center for Technology Essex (CTE) Preschool registration 

is now open for the 2022-23 school year, for children ages 3-5 
years old. 

The CTE Preschool is a state-licensed, Reggio Emilia-inspired 
preschool with small class size and outdoor explore time daily. 
This philosophy from Italy encourages children to explore and 
investigate many of their interests by providing an environment 
rich in materials.

We also provide a focus on early math and literacy. Children 
take part in free explore time, circle/story, art activities, snack/
lunch, and gross motor/outside time, each class.

Classes run Tuesdays, Wednesdays, and Thursdays from 
October-May, 10:00 AM – 1:30 PM. The monthly cost depends 
on the number of days attended per week: one day, $40; two 
days, $80; three days, $120. Scholarships available.

For more information contact Melissa, mbrott@ewsd.org, or 
visit http://www.ewsd.org/domain/1692.

Know before you borrow: 
free student loan guide

Will your family need a student loan to pay for college? Learn 
how to minimize borrowing and compare education loans with 
Vermont Student Assistance Corporation’s (VSAC) free guide. 
We’ll help you understand your options so you borrow smart, 
reduce your costs, and maximize all financial aid.

For more information, go online to https://www.vsac.org/you-
borrow-0.

developing leadership skills, communication abilities, and team-
building tools. This unique opportunity brings young people 
from VT, NH, and Québec together to share, evolve, and learn 
to be more effective and self-confident leaders in their schools, 
teams, communities, and other facets of everyday life. Over 
these two and a half days, participants can expect to learn by 
experience and actions, learn about personality traits and how 
to bring out everyone’s talents, learn about their own traits and 
talents, and they have fun while doing this! The weekend will 
include a service project where participants will personally make 
a difference for someone that they do not know.

Please share this information with any high school sophomores 
that you know. Applications are due soon! We want to support 
local students.

The application can be found on the Cambridge Area Rotary 
Facebook page, http://facebook.com/CambridgeAreaRotaryVT. 
Alternately, contact rachaelvw@gmail.com for a link to the 
application.

For more information on RYLA from a student perspective: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oGEF5ludjX0.

Westford Recreation 
summer programs

Westford Recreation summer program sign up is open! View 
the Westford Recreation Summer Guide and registration form 
online at https://westfordvt.us/recreation/. For information 
on the programs, contact Westford Recreation at recreation@
westfordvt.us.

The summer programs are all at Westford School, unless 
otherwise noted:

• Yogalates with Erin Menut: Wednesdays, 8:30 – 9:30 AM, 
June 8-29 at the Red Brick Meeting House (four sessions for $40, 
or $12 drop in)

• Parent & Me Soccer (for toddlers through children entering 
Kindergarten), Wednesdays, 9:30 – 10:30 AM, June 21-August 
17 (nine sessions for $25)

• K-1st grade Soccer: dates/times TBD ***Coaches needed! 
Please email us if interested!*** ($20)

• 2nd-4th grade Soccer: Thursdays, 5:30 – 6:30 PM and 
Saturdays, 8:30 – 9:30 AM ($20)

• 5th-8th grade Pick-Up Soccer: dates/times TBD ***Parent 
Volunteer needed! Please email us if interested!*** ($20)

• Ages 16+ Pick Up Soccer: dates/times TBD ***Volunteer 
needed! Please email us if interested!*** ($20)

• Parent & Me T-Ball (ages 3-6): Saturdays, 9:00 – 10:00 AM 
($25 for nine sessions)

• Summer Conditioning Program (grade 5 through adult): 
Mondays, Tuesdays, Thursdays, 6:00 – 7:00 AM, June 20-August 
18 ($20)

• Wildcat Walkabout: Teens who want to enjoy an adventure 
once a week during the summer. This may be biking a trail, 
swimming in a nature park, or hiking the Westford trails. For 
those interested, contact Lori at hockeygirl13d@gmail.com.

• More information coming soon for these emerging programs 
(email if interested!): Adult Pick-Up Volleyball, Basketball, and 
Volleyball ($20)

• Summer Paint & Sip Series: Fridays, 6:00 – 8:00 PM at the 
Red Brick Meeting House ($20 each session)

Free June weekend program 
for HS sophomores

The Cambridge Area Rotary will be sponsoring two students to 
attend the Rotary Youth Leadership Academy (RYLA), which will 
be held at the Lyndon campus of Northern Vermont University, 
Friday-Sunday, June 24-26. Students currently enrolled in their 
high school sophomore year are eligible.

The RYLA is a nationally recognized honor that focuses on 
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We have room for your ad.
Call Brenda Boutin at 802-453-6354 

for more information or email 
mtngazette@gmavt.net.

Our A.W. Rich Funeral Home Family
~Serving Families for Over 100 Years~

Now Serving “All” of Your Family Members

1176 Main Street
Fairfax, VT 05454

57 Main Street
Essex Junction, VT 05452

www.awrfh.com

www.islandmemorials.com

Premium Compassionate Care for your pets, because “Loyalty Deserves Dignity”

A.W. Rich Funeral Home is the first choice for
hundreds of area families each year.

Island Memorial Pet Service

Service Charge: $1,065.00
Crematory Charge $390.00
Medical Examiner Permit $25.00
Certified Death Certificate $10.00
Transit Permit $5.00

Total Direct Cremation Charges: $1,495.00
Also included at no extra charge is a cremation container, our signature high
quality “Going Home” urn, newspaper obituary notice assistance and life

tribute placement on our website. Price effective January 1, 2020.

Direct Cremation Services

Compare our prices and save

802-878-2220

802-316-2284

The Island Memorial Difference:
• Pet Funerals
• Cremation Services
• Your Pet is Always in Our Care
• Dignified Pet Transportation
FromYour Home or Vet

• Immediate &Witness
Cremation Available

• Full Line of Pet Loss Products

Our Staff is here for you 24/7

We are proud to embrace traditional values, diversity
and innovation in honoring the spirit and life of each
person we serve. We offer a full selection of:

• Funeral and memorial services, ranging from
traditional to uniquely innovative and personal

• Burial services and cremation options
• Celebrant Services

A.W. Rich Funeral Home offers complete care, so you
can focus on comforting each other as you prepare to
say goodbye to someone dear to you.

A.W. Rich Funeral Home
802-879-4611 802-849-6261

www.dcsvt.com

Also included at no extra charge is a cremation container, our signature high 
quality “Going Home” urn, newspaper obituary notice assistance and life 

tribute placement on our website. Price effective January 1, 2021.

SPORTS NEWS

 

For the Results 
You Deserve...

...moving across town 
or across the country...

You can Rely on...

  JANICE 
BATTALINE

• Senior Real Estate 
Specialist

• Certified Residential 
Specialist

janbatt7859@gmail.com
802-448-0540

Your community Realtor since 1983

200+ volunteers needed June 4 
for Girls On The Run 5K

On Saturday, June 4, over 2000 girls, coaches, family members, 
and friends of Girls On The Run VT (GOTRVT) will lace up their 
shoes at the Champlain Valley Expo, Essex and take part in a non-
competitive 5K to support and celebrate the girls’ completion of 
their eight-week life skills and empowerment program.

Designed to allow every girl to recognize her inner strength, 
Girls on the Run inspires Vermont girls in grades 3-8 to define their 
lives on their own terms through lessons that encourage positive 

emotional, social, and physical development. Participating in a 
Girls on the Run 5K gives the girls a tangible understanding of 
the confidence that comes through accomplishment.

Crossing the finish line is a defining moment when the girls 
realize even the seemingly impossible is possible.

In order to give our girls the best celebration possible (and 
we think they deserve it!), we need more than 200 volunteers to 
make our event a success. From course marshals, registration, 
and activities... to set up, clean up, and volunteer recruitment, 
there is a role to suit everyone’s talents and time!

Ready to help our girls shine? Register to volunteer at https://
www.pinwheel.us/register/index/GOTRVT-Essex-5K-Volunteer-
2022-Registration.

Cambridge Youth Soccer 
spring soccer registration

Cambridge Youth Soccer is excited to announce that 
registration is now open for our spring season. Teams for girls 
and boys are offered from pre-K through U16, depending on 
enrollment. For more information please go online to https://
system.gotsport.com/programs/842N25686?reg_role=player.

Also, we are eagerly seeking individuals with time and energy 
to serve who may be interested in joining our board, as well as 
volunteers interested in working with us in other capacities, such 
as fields and equipment and program boosterism. Thanks!

Register for Chittenden County 
Soccer School 2022

Registration is open for Chittenden County Soccer School 
(CCSS) 2022, Monday-Friday, July 11-15 at Mills Riverside 
Park in Jericho. Rosters are filling up fast!

All players receive a camp tee and team award. We have a 
dedicated and experienced coaching staff returning again this 
summer to bring the “love of the game” to all our players.

Individual ball skills, teamwork, game tactics, full-sided and 
small-sided games, and goalkeeper training are all part of our 
daily plan!

Age groups range from 5 to 16+ with half and full day camp 
options!

Please email Eric Barker, 
b a r k e re r i c 1 5 @ g m a i l . c o m , 
with any questions. Or 
visit our website at http://
chittendencountysoccerschool.org.

RSVP Bone Builders 
seeks instructors 
for Jericho-Underhill area

RSVP Bone Builders, a program of United Way of Northwest 
Vermont, is looking for volunteers 55+ to lead weekly 
osteoporosis prevention classes in Underhill.

Bone Builders is a no-impact weight training program 
designed to prevent and even reverse the negative effects of 
osteoporosis in older adults. Bone Builders consists of a warm-
up, balance exercises, arm and leg exercises, and a cool down 
with stretching.

Teaching one-hour Bone Builders classes just twice per week 
will increase your muscular strength, balance, and bone density. 
Some participants have felt a difference within just weeks of 
attending class!

This could be the perfect opportunity for you to strengthen 
your body, while also giving back to your community and making 
new connections. It takes only one day to get your certification, 
and you could even invite a friend to join you for the training! 
We’re always looking for multiple leaders for each class, so the 
responsibility doesn’t fall on just one volunteer.

Are you ready to learn more about becoming a volunteer 
instructor? Contact Danielle Schwer, danielle@unitedwaynwvt.
org or 802-861-7821.

SENIOR NEWS

Agewell Grab & Go free senior 
meal, June 8 in Jericho
Plan to pick up dinner on Wednesday, June 8! Agewell’s Grab & 
Go Free Senior Meal will be ready for pickup at the Community 
Center in Jericho, 329 Browns Trace, Jericho Center, from 11:00 
AM – 12:00 PM.
This month, the meal is beef stroganoff with mushroom sauce, 
rotini noodles, Brussels sprouts, wheat roll, blueberry crisp with 
cream, and milk.
Register by Friday, June 3 by contacting Donna Lewis, 802-434-
3155 or bellyacr@gmavt.net.


