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Everyone loves the Old Red Mill, and it has been in the news
recently, but this sudden focus hasn�t been about the Snowflake
Bentley collection or the wonderful crafts for sale in the lovely
gift shop. It is about work needed, some of it urgent, to repair
damage and to maintain the building and site.
Most visible to passers-by is the damage to the steep riverbank

retaining wall below the parking lot in front of the historic build-
ing, which happened during the so-called Halloween storm of
2019. The morning after the storm Brad Faucher, a member of the
Jericho Historical Society, received a call around 7:00AM from a
tenant letting him know that the parking lot at the Old Red Mill
did not look right. Water was pouring down through the parking
lot and over the curb and garden/lawn and down into the river
below the Mill building, and this flow eventually caused the re-
taining wall to fail. Contrary to what has been thought by many,
Faucher says, the inital errosion was not from the river below.
According to Faucher, theU.S. Department ofAgriculture Natu-

ral Resources Conservation Service (ANRC) has completed pre-
liminary work to determine what needs to be done and the pro-
jected cost. The ANRC is responsible for providing the design
and engineering work, and the project will need to go through a
three-week process for bids. Faucher wasn�t sure when theywould
receive the go ahead, but expected it to be fairly soon.As of press
time Galen Hagen, representative for the Dubois and King engi-
neering firm, was unable to provide the Mountain Gazette with
answers to our questions before press time.More information will
be forthcoming and reported when it is available.
The Town of Jericho was eligible to apply as a sponsor to the

Federal Emergency Watershed Protection program to draw fed-
eral funds to be used to make improvements to private property,
in this case, the Old Red Mill. Jericho Town Administrator Todd
Odit says that program provides 75% of the projected cost from
federal money, but requires a 25% local match. The Selectboard
applied for the grant under the condition that the Jericho Histori-
cal Society (JHS) would provide the local match. For this grant,
Jericho has been awarded a maximum of $222,534.75 in federal
funds, which would require $74,178.25 in local funds. JHS has
said they can contribute $40,000. As a result, the amount of fed-
eral funds that can be used for the project will be less than was
awarded, unless fundraising or other efforts come up with more
money for the local match. The town of Jericho will not provide
any funding for the project.
A Go Fund Me page set up by Brad Faucher has raised just

under $2000 as theMountain Gazette went to be printed. To con-
tribute, go to www.gofundme.com and then in the search box type
in �Old Red Mill Jericho Vermont Restoration.�
Besides the retaining wall damage, concerns have been raised

about other aspects of the property that may need attention; spe-
cifically, to rebuild the wheel house. Gary Irish of Jericho has
provided documented historical photographic and published in-
formation to theMountain Gazette and has said he �took a picture
that shows the problem the debris in the river is causing. In the
foreground, the photo shows all of the large rocks that now par-
tially block the channel (below theMill building), and the smaller
debris behind them is damming it up so the water, even in low
water times, is up on the front wheelhouse wall.� He is concerned

Old Red Mill retaining wall
damage repaors being studied

that during high water events, damage to the Mill building can
occur.
�We were supplied with old photos of the river,� Galen Hagan

said. �We believe (they) were taken when theArmy Corp of Engi-
neers cut away the rock legdes and placed them in the river. This
river issue would be best directed to Chris Brunelle.� The firm
met with Chris Brunelle, Vermont Department of Environmental
Conservation River Management Engineer, on Friday, August 28
to discuss the proposed stone wall repair.
But Gary Irish says, �Likely there has been work on the river

channel there since the early 1800s (likelywhen the retainingwalls
were built), but the first that we know specifically about was what
was done at the time the Howes rebuilt the mill in 1885.� An
article from the July 22, 1885 issue of the Chittenden Reporter
provided by Irish is headlined �Scientific Blasting� and reads as
follows:
�It will repay any and all who desire blasting done of any de-

scription whatever, from boulders in your meadows to ledges or
river channels, or the deepening of wheel pits, to come to Jericho
and observe the thoroughness with which Mr. A.C. Chick, of
Melrose Highlands, Mass., has executed the excavation in the
ledges at Howes� Flouring Mill at this place; deepening the chan-
nel from the mill to the bridge below, a distance of one hundred
and eight feet and eight feet in width, cleaning it of all obstruc-
tion, including several large boulders which were well broken
without drilling by the use of Dynamite, in the use of which Mr.
Chick has thoroughly convinced this section that he is a thorough
master thereof. He began at water level in Curtis� pond, and gradu-
ally approached the mill, sinking deeper and deeper into the rock
as the ledge rose in height above the water level, till reaching the
wheel pit, it will be observed that the rock has been there taken
out at a depth of six and one-half feet, and at the upper end eight
feet, making an average of about seven feet and length of forty,
ten feet wide, and in this fact is found the extra head, for power,
the object for which the work has been done, and so skillfully
done as to leave the walls of the mill intact, contrary to predic-
tions of many when the work as first begun. Call on Mr. Chick,
whose address is above (not included), when you want a good,
thorough job done. He is now putting in the finishing touches on
the above job.�
As Irish explains, �Curtis� pond� that it refers to is the pond

that was created by the dam, concrete remnants of a newer dam at
the same location which remain, below the VT Rt. 15 bridge, and
which powered E.W. Curtis� sawmill, located where the gift shop
� the former post office � is now.
�Flooding on May 24, 2013 created a part of the current prob-

lem. During that flood the water was so high that it dislodged
several of the very large rocks that Mr. Chick had removed from
the channel back in 1885 and piled up beside the channel, send-
ing them back down into the channel and blocking it. At first,
there were spaces between these large rocks, so that in normal
water levels most of the water could still get past. But as debris
collected behind these rocks, it partially closed off these spaces,
and allowed the water to back up more and more. And then, the
retaining wall fell into the channel when the ledge it was sitting
on failed in this most recent episode, and the material from the
wall, plus the pieces of the failed ledge, have further blocked the
channel, resulting in the present situation, where the water is

Above, the Browns River
rages as it passes the Red
Mill in Jerichowhere it de-
stroyed the 167 year old re-
taining wall during the
October 31, 2019 flood. In-
set shows the erosion at the
parking lot level.
PHOTO CONTRIBUTED
BY SHERRY FISCHER

backed up onto the front of the wheelhouse wall even when the
water is low. Irish has urged that attention be paid to clearing the
channel, or damage will continue to occur, and we will be seeing
the wheelhouse in the river channel as well.�
But Brad Faucher does not think the water level causes a prob-

lem. �The wheelhouse was built for just that,� Brad Faucher told
the Mountain Gazette. �Water came in through back building�s
penstock and went across turbines in bottom of the mill. This mill
never had a wheel as one might think for an old mill. The water
exited through a tail rack and returned to the river�s flow. The
wheelhouse did not receive damage because of the storm.� He
went on to say that the swell was less with the October 31, 2019
storm than it had been for previous storms.
Faucher said he was one of the masons who replaced mortar

between some of the rocks in the wheelhouse around ten years
ago. �We are planning to replace mortar on a back corner in the
future, where someone had poured cement over the masonry. You
could wash it away with a hose. But that�s down the road.�

By Phyl Newbeck
Special to the Mountain Gazette

TheWestford Conservation Commission wants you! The com-
mission is holding their first Trail Maintenance Day on Saturday,
September 26. Conservation Commission member Kirsten Tyler
is asking interested community members to meet at the kiosk in
front of Westford Elementary School at 9:00 AM for some light
work on the Misty Meadows trails. Conservation Commission
members will be bringing their personal tools as well as some
which are communally owned by the commission and they are
asking those participating to bring what they can, as well.
�The Misty Meadows trails are the most popular trails in

Westford,� Tyler said. �There are a lot of trails and we�ll assign
some to each family so social distancing can occur.� Volunteers
will be clearing debris like rocks and sticks off the trail, lopping
anywoody species growing in the trail and cutting off �eye-poker�
twigs on the side of the trail. �It�s an opportunity for people to
learn about trail maintenance,� Tyler said. She hopes trail mainte-
nance days can become annual or maybe even biannual events.
Previous trail work has always been done bymembers of the Con-
servation Commission and they are looking forward to commu-
nity assistance.
The Conservation Commission recently completed a 17-page

trail guide. �We realized a lot of people in Westford didn�t know
about the trails,� Tyler said, �and we thought a trail guide would
do the trick.� The guide has a GPS map and detailed descriptions
of the trails including the difficulty of the terrain. �We took some
photos while we hiked,� Tyler said, �and we hope this will en-
courage more people to use the trails.�

Tyler noted that the commission really has no way of knowing
how much the trails are being used. �We just hear by word of
mouth,� she said, �since Westford is a small community.� Con-
servation Commission member Dale Rodgers suggested putting a
sign-in book at each trailhead and the commission is exploring
that idea. �We�d like to put a laminated bound copy of the trail
guide and a log book at each trail head,� Tyler said, noting that
this would help the commission promote the trails that receive
little use and spend more time on the maintenance of the ones that
are used more frequently.
Tyler touts the Goodrich Trail, which she said receives very

little use. �We did a lot of work on it this year,� she said, �and I
tried to promote it on Facebook and Front Porch Forum. I think
it�s one of the most beautiful trails but people don�t seem to use
it.� The Goodrich Trail has two trailheads and Tyler said the
Underhill side at the end of Repa Road is an easier one to ap-
proach. The trailhead at the parking lot at the end of Machia Hill
Road is a Class 4 road, but it looks like a driveway so some people
are reluctant to walk there.
Tyler has applied for some small grants and the commission

gets funding from the town, but they are also the recipients of the
generosity of some Westford residents. �Some people are very
generous,� she said, �and they donate a small amount each year.�
Those donations became useful when the commission had to re-
place the groomer that Rodgers uses in the winter to groom and
track some of the trails for cross-country skiing. Funds will also
be needed to purchase lumber for the kiosks the commission is
hoping to erect at each of the trailheads.
Tyler only joined the Conservation Commission last year and

she is responsible
for the
c omm i s s i o n �s
Facebook and
Instagram ac-
counts. �I�ve been
trying to get
people excited
about using the ex-
isting trails and
looking at places
where we might
have trails in the
future,� she said.
Tyler noted that
after the comple-
tion of the Jackson
Farm and Forest
project there will
probably be a
pause before push-
ing to acquire any
new land, but she�s
hoping that with
the trail guide and
maintenance day,
more people will
get out and enjoy
the existing trails.

Westford Conservation Commission trail news

The Westford Conservation Commission
wants you! The commission is holding their
first Trail Maintenance Day on Saturday,
September 26. Pictured are Conservation
Commission member Kirsten Tyler and
Sarah Pinto doing clearing work on the
Goodrich Trail. Tyler is asking interested
community members to meet at the kiosk
in front of Westford Elementary School at
9:00 AM for some light work on the Misty
Meadows trails. PHOTO CONTRIBUTED
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$8 Million grant program helps VT utility customers
If you�ve fallen behind on your utility bills, a new state grant program can help get you back on

track. Many Vermonters are facing financial hardships due to the COVID-19 economic slowdown
and have growing past-due balances. GMP customers can qualify for this new free funding, and it is
only available for a short time.
The VT Department of Public Service runs the Vermont COVID-19 Arrearage Assistance Pro-

gram. If you have utility bills that are more than 60 days overdue, you can qualify for 100% cover-
age to get you paid up. The program is funded with money from the federal Coronavirus Relief
Fund, and can help you pay balances for telephone, water, electric, and natural gas service.
The VT legislature approved $8M for the program, and the money is only available until Novem-

ber 20, 2020. Grants are awarded on a first-come, first-served basis.
You can get started on your application by going tohttps://publicservice.vermont.gov/content/vermont-
covid-19-arrearage-assistance-program-0 or by calling the VT Department of Public Service, 800-
622-4496.

MISCELLANEOUS NEWS
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4-H At Home connects kids
with virtual learning resources
4-H At Home offers a smorgasbord of programs and activities

for kids of all ages, with topics ranging from veterinary science,
civic engagement, and environmental leadership to gardening and
nutrition, babysitting, and learning to code.
This University of Vermont Extension 4-H website serves as a

clearinghouse for learning opportunities designed to teach youths
new skills, share information on age-appropriate topics, and chal-
lenge them to think about important issues. All are open to both
4-H members and non-4-H�ers. In addition, there are links to ac-
tivity sheets for various livestock species for independent learn-
ing, as well as resources from other states.
Program descriptions and links to register can be found at

www.uvm.edu/extension/youth/4-h-home. Individuals are encour-
aged to bookmark this page, as it is updated often as new opportu-
nities become available.
The following programs are free, unless otherwise indicated:
FOR YOUNGER KIDS:
Cloverbuds Connect Challenge (Grades K-2):Anew hands-on

activity, such as making ice cream in a bag, or learning about
trees, is offered every Friday.
Animal Scoops (Grades 3-5): Videos, book recommendations,

and other activities introduce participants to a variety of animals,
including white-tailed deer, wild geese, turkeys, bees, and llamas
and alpacas in biweekly programs, September 23-November 18.
FOR GRADES 5-8:
Babysitting: The three-part course, which will be held on Oc-

tober 27 and November 3 and 10, teaches the basics of being a
responsible and capable babysitter.
FOR GRADES 6-12:
4-H World Changers: The course, which starts on October 15

and runs for six consecutive Thursdays, teaches participants how
to code and build a website to take action on an issue of personal
importance.
Diversity, Equity and Inclusion for Teens: This program pro-

vides an opportunity for civic-minded teens to explore and act on
issues related to race. Online discussions will take place on Tues-
days from October 13-November 3, and may continue for addi-
tional sessions if there is interest.
Gardening and Nutrition: Sessions on harvesting, preparing,

and preserving garden vegetables are offered biweekly from Sep-
tember 15-November 10, with an additional session on Novem-
ber 17.
Youth Environmental Summit: The three-week summit, which

focuses on environmental issues and ways teens can take action,
kicks off on October 30.
FOR GRADES 7-12:
TRYfor the Environment: This leadership program trains teens

to teach younger students about environmental issues. Two teach-
ing sessions will be offered: January-March, with training in De-
cember; and March-May, with training in February. Topics are
climate change through waste solutions and watershed science.
VTeen Science Exploration! These virtual teen science cafés

will be offered every Wednesday afternoon through December
16, resuming again in January, to provide insight into various sci-
entific topics including climate change, stress and the nervous
system, the challenges of building systems for space,
nanotechnology, and shark populations.
FOR GRADES 9-12:
Advanced Leadership Immersion: Onlinemeetings will be held

the second weekend of every month from October-May for teens
interested in becoming more effective leaders. The program is
offered in conjunction with the Governor�s Institutes of Vermont
and requires an application. Tuition is on a �pay what you can�
basis.
Veterinary Science: Offered every Friday fromOctober 16-No-

vember 13, this course delves into several aspects of veterinary
medicine including anatomy, diagnosis, and treatment options.
FORADULTS:
AskableAdult Training:Adults who want to learn how to com-

municate more effectively and become more supportive for the
kids in their lives can sign up for one of the three two-part ses-
sions offered this fall. Dates: September 21 and 23; October 26
and 28; and November 16 and 18.
If you needmore information or have questions, contactAllison

Smith, 4-H Youth Learning Experiences coordinator, at
allison.smith.2@uvm.edu.

VTeen Science Exploration with 4-H
Join a virtual science café every Wednesday, 3:30 � 4:45 PM

beginning September 16, on Zoom andmeet scientists, learn about
their work, explore different science pathways, and engage in in-
formal discussions. Open to all youth in grades 7-12.
Registration is required to get the Zoom link; go online to

www.uvm.edu/extension/youth/announcements.
The topics for the cafés include these interesting subjects:
September 16: Mitigating Climate Change in Electrical Engi-

neering
September 23: Sharky Science: Studying Populations of Sharks

and Rays Around the World
September 30: Living Robots
October 7: Computer Science Immersion
October 14: Café Space: The Challenges of Building Systems

for Space
October 21: How Does Our Nervous System Confer Different

Reactions to Stress?
October 28: How Do Plant Cells Talk to OneAnother to Make

Decisions for Development and Defense Responses?
November 4: Climate Change and Plant Nutrients: Will the

Grass Be Greener on The Other Side?
November 11: Consumer Products and Your Health: An Intro

to Environmental Health and Exposure Science
November 18: The Power of the Small: Why Nanomaterials

are Unique
November 25: Privacy on the Internet:WhyDoes It Matter and

How DoWe Get It?
December 2: Three Dimensional (3D) Cell Culture: Why Flat

Stanley is a Great Learning Tool� But Not for Studying Cells
December 9: Breaking Bad: DNADouble Strand Break Repair

with DNAPolymerase Theta
December 16: Biomemetic Membranes and Nanotechnology
To request a disability-related accommodation to participate in

this program, please contact Lauren Traister, 4-H Teen and Lead-
ership ProgramCoordinator, 802-888-4972, so wemay assist you.

4-H NEWS
Virtual services in Sept. at MMUUF
Join us for virtual Sunday services in September at the Mount

Mansfield Unitarian Universalist Fellowship!
September 27, 9:30AM: �Slow Democracy: Reaching for Un-

derstanding in Uncivil Times,� with Susan Clark
These extraordinary times of political polarization call for spe-

cial attention in our everyday thoughts and words. A contempla-
tion of the qualities we can nurture to strengthen our communities
and democracy. Susan Clark is an author and community educa-
tor who focuses on sustainable community engagement.
Mount Mansfield Unitarian Universalist Fellowship Sunday Ser-
vices � Worship, reflect, and sustain one another, within an in-
clusive spiritual community, built on values of honoring and af-
firming the worth of every person, striving for justice, participat-
ing in the world community, and respecting the natural web of
existence. Please email info@mmuuf.org for how to join us on
Zoom. Learn more at www.mmuuf.org and www.uua.org.

CHURCH LISTING

Jericho United Methodist Church
outdoor worship service

With optimism for cooperative weather throughout the month
of September, Jericho United Methodist Church is hosting its
weekly worship service outdoors and in-person.All are welcome!
Bring your mask and lawn chair and join us behind the church on
September Sundays at 10:00AM.We are located adjacent to Jeri-
cho TownHall, with a shared driveway and parking. There will be
music, prayer, and message from our new pastor, Rev. Sean
Delmore. If weather challenges our gathering outdoors, we will
revert to Zoom virtual worship, a decision made on Fridays. Feel
free to email for updates or a Zoom invitation ~ Jen
(luitjens@yahoo.com)

Weekly Peace Vigil welcomes
Black Lives Matter too

The Peace Vigil is back from 5:30 � 6:00 PM on Thursdays at
Richmond Congregational Church, 20 Church St., Richmond. Our
church would like to extend a hearty welcome to the community
to share signs and waves of positivity, peace, diversity, justice,
and inclusion such as �Black LivesMatter� and �LoveYourNeigh-
bor.�
Please bring a sign, wear amask, and stand physically distanced

on our front lawn as we share the message of the type of commu-
nity and world we all hope to live in. I hope to see you there!
Peace, Rev. Katelyn Macrae

Bell Ringing at United Church
of Underhill

The United Church of Underhill has been ringing their church
bell eachmorning to let everyone know that they are being thought
of during these extraordinary times. We have changed the time to
10:00 AM because we have changed the Sunday worship time to
10:00 AM.
As you hear the ringing let it be a time to pause, reflect, and be

thankful for all we have.

Online church services in
Jeffersonville, Waterville

By Rev. Devon Thomas
Hey all, the folks at the Second Congo Church in Jeff and the

Waterville Union Church would like to invite all who feel called
to join us for our online church services Sunday at 10:30AM.We
are now having weekly Zoom services and any who would like to
watch can do so via our Facebook pages.You can find those linked
below.
So, as we like to say at the church: know that no matter who

you are or where you are in life�s journey, you are welcome at our
church; or in this case, our web-space!
Peace

https://www.facebook.com/watervilleunionchurch
https://www.facebook.com/SecondCongregationalUCC

Jericho Congregational Church
is here to help

The COVID-19 pandemic has affected our lives in numerous
ways that we never could have imagined. Many of us are now
working from home, home schooling, and in some cases, sepa-
rated from those we care deeply about. We at Jericho Congrega-
tional Church want you to know that we are here for you during
this unsettling time. If you need a listening ear or someone to pray
with about any of the impacts of this crisis, please contact us at
858-5452 or jcchelps@gmail.com. You are not alone, and we are
here to help.

Online worship service
at Good Shepherd

Please consider joining us for online worship at Good Shep-
herd Lutheran Church starting 9:00 AM every Sunday morning.
You can connect with each podcast/video service from Sunday
morning through Wednesday of every week.
Centering PrayerMeditation Practice is now available on Fridays.
Thanks to Alan�s leadership and Zoom-genius, you can now take
part in Centering Prayer Practice from your own home every Fri-
day at 8:30 AM. Everything you need to know is at
Goodshepherdjericho.org. Click on Menu and then Weekly Cen-
tering Prayer Meditation. It is easy to join in. The Practice is
geared for beginners through established meditaters.
We are an open-minded Christian community where people from
different faith traditions, along with those who aren�t sure where
they belong or what they believe, seek the support of a non-judg-
mental, all-embracing spiritual home. Join us at
goodshepherdjericho.org. No matter who you are, how you are
physically or spiritually, or where you are on life�s journey, we
welcome you in the name and love of Christ.
Please contact Rev. Dr. Arnold Isidore Thomas, Pastor, Good
Shepherd Lutheran Church for more information or call us with
any questions you may have, at 802-503-9666 or
pastorthomas@goodshepherdjericho.org.

MMUUSD school meals
available to all under age 18

NEWS continued

On Monday, the U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) an-
nounced that it would allow schools to continue serving freemeals
to all kids through the end of 2020, so long �as funding allows.�
Once school opens for the school year, we will be able to continue
offering free breakfast and lunch to all children 18 years old and
under, regardless of income.
For families that would like meals when your children are not

physically in school � whether you are participating in virtual,
hybrid, homeschooling, or younger than school age � we are
offering breakfast and lunch seven days a week. All schools will
offer meal pickup except for UCS. UCS families and residents in
that area, please pick up any meals at BRMS, or whatever other
school is convenient. Pick will be on Wednesdays, 11:00 AM �
1:00 PM. If you cannot pick up meals, please contact Food Ser-
vice Director Dave Horner so we can offer other options:
david.horner@mmuusd.org, 802-434-1010.
Please complete this online form if you would like to sign up:

h t t p s : / / d o c s . g o o g l e . c o m / f o r m s / d / e /
1FAIpQLSfHAai1NaZIE1wruc2Hbvx_SUIo_OA6F3NThbFUw7k9DNVkZw/
viewform

Survey of kinship
caregivers in Vermont
If you have cared for the minor child of a relative or family

friend in the past two years, the Vermont Department For Chil-
drenAnd Families wants to hear from you. Please take a fewmin-
utes to take our online survey at https://redcap.med.uvm.edu/sur-
veys/?s=AT8M7HA3D9. Your answers will help us improve ser-
vices and supports for all kinship caregivers in Vermont.
FINDRESOURCESAT https://dcf.vermont.gov/resources/kin.

Cambridge Area Rotary�s
Rail Trail Ramble 2020
Have you missed all the fun and community fundraisers CAR

runs! Pie for Breakfast? Bunco? The LVRT Bike-a-Thon? Well,
we have missed doing them! So that is why we are pleased to
announce the Rail Trail Ramble 2020! ACambridgeArea Rotary
Community FUNdraising Event for all to enjoy on the scenic
Lamoille Valley Rail Trail!
What will the monies raised be used for? This is a Cambridge

Area Rotary general fundraiser, benefiting Lamoille County hu-
man service organizations/events as well as Rotary International
Service Projects.
The timeframe for virtual

fundraising is now through Sun-
day, October 11. Participants
can walk, run, or bike a length
of their choice on the Lamoille
Valley Rail Trail (https://
www.lvrt.org/). To maintain so-
cial distancing, participants can
choose the day and time they
would like to get out on the
LVRT � although we recom-
mend the weekends of October
3-4 or October 10-11 to com-
plete your walk, run, or bike
run! The leaves should be peak-
ing and that will give you plenty
of time to fundraise!
There are fabulous prizes for

top fundraisers! We have three
categories for fundraisers: indi-
vidual, family, and team!
For more information and to

registrar or donate, please go
online to https://givebutter.com/
RailTrailRamble2020.
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397 VT Route 15, Jericho
P.O. Box 63

Underhill, VT 05489

Phone (802) 899-5400
Fax (802) 899-5497

Email:
DrMaryDC@comcast.net
www.JerichoChiro.com

Dr. Mary H. Kintner

� Gentle Head to Toe Care

� Unhurried Appointments
� Flexible Scheduling
� Emergency Care

� Practicing Since 1989
� Former Registered Nurse
� Nutritional Counseling

� High Quality Supplements
� Orthotic/Foot Beds

Kintner Chiropractic Center

HEALTH NEWS
EMS mental health

By Patrick Crowley
Essex Rescue volunteer EMT

Ask any first responder why they do this type of work and it�s
likely you�ll get an answer that involves �serving the commu-
nity.� Essex Rescue, with a mix of dedicated volunteers and full-
time employees, was founded on that sense of service.
Much of the time on the emergency calls that we respond to,

we can really feel that rewarding community service. Sometimes
we drop off a patient at the hospital looking much better than
when we first met them. Maybe they even thank us. Those are the
good calls. But any EMS provider will admit that they aren�t all
�good� calls. The nature of emergency medicine means that we
see difficult, sometimes traumatic situations. We will always do
our best in every situation but unfortunately, sometimes there�s
nothing we can do and it�s important for the public to understand
that this can take a toll on the mental health of some providers.
Studies have shown that first responders and frontline health work-
ers are more likely to develop symptoms of post-traumatic stress
disorder and depression than the general public.
For Vermont EMS services, part of the toll is the increasing

call volumes. In 2019, licensed ambulance and first response agen-
cies in Vermont had just over 100,000 calls for service. In 2018
that number was 97,000, so the increase has been about 6% year
over year.
At the start of 2020, it�s safe to say that call volumes reflected

that upward trend. Then the COVID-19 pandemic hit. According
to VTEMS, the shutdown actually brought a decrease in call vol-
ume. However, the pandemic brought a new kind of stress to front-
line health workers: the risk of exposure to the virus and the diffi-
culties of managing that risk. We were thrust into a scary and
unfamiliar world where we weren�t sure exactly how widespread
the virus was. We wore full personal protective equipment for
every patient. The hospital�s procedures for arriving patients was
changed. Makeshift hospitals were built. Most aspects of emer-
gency medicine were altered by the virus, even for non-virus-re-
lated calls.
The good news is that we are a resilient bunch. My firsthand

observations have been that many of us can acknowledge the dif-
ficulties and be open and honest about them with our colleagues.
Simply talking about all of this and admitting when something is
bothering you goes a long way. But these extra challenges from

the virus are only added on top of the more difficult and critical
calls.
After dealing with a traumatic scene, everyone handles it dif-

ferently, but the days of simply sweeping these feelings under the
rug and moving on to the next call are over. Services and state
agencies now encourage confronting this head on in a compas-
sionate way. Three years ago, Vermont became the first state in
the nation to provide first responders with workers� compensa-
tion coverage for mental illnesses, with a bill passed by the legis-
lature.
In addition to the coverage, it is becoming increasingly com-

mon to find long, sometimes full-day trainings devoted to this
topic. At the forefront of these discussions is PTSD, which can
appear with a variety of symptoms such as insomnia or night-
mares, uncharacteristic temper, irritability, difficulty concentrat-
ing, difficulty managing emotions, flashbacks, depression, sui-
cidal thoughts, or substance abuse and addition. First responders
are now much more familiar with those symptoms and able to
recognize them in themselves or colleagues.
Thankfully, counseling is always within an easy reach for us,

and slowly the culture of hiding the pain is giving way to a more
open and accepting approach to this vulnerability.
In December of 2019, the first annual First ResponderWellness

Conference was held in Montpelier, gathering emergency work-
ers from across the state for an entire conference on the topic.
Vermont even has its own first responder wellness center, so first
responders in this state are fortunate to have a healthy support
system in place.
Of course EMS, firefighters, and police are not the only people

affected by higher levels of stress these days. If you recognize the
symptoms of PTSD in a loved one, it can be helpful to talk about
it, but only when they are ready. If the conversation is getting too
intense, take a break. There�s no need to cause further stress. Most
importantly, if the talk escalates or suicide is mentioned, it is time
for professional help.
First responders of all kinds pride themselves on being able to

handle extreme situations and howwe don�t hesitate to try to help.
But all of us as well as the public would benefit from understand-
ing that it�s not always easy to forget the difficult situations that
unfortunately occur. Dealing with these difficulties in a healthy
way will ensure that we�re able to continue to serve the commu-
nity.

Lions to sponsor October 7
blood drive in Essex

The Jericho-Underhill Lions Club is sponsoring a Red Cross
BloodDrive at the Covenant Church, 1WhitcombMeadows Lane,
Essex, on Wednesday, October 7, from 1:00 � 6:00 PM. Please
log into RedCrossBlood.org and enter �Covenant� to schedule an
appointment.

Wondering about COVID-19
testing in Vermont?

Testing is an important part of the COVID-19 response. The
VT Health Department recommends testing for people with
COVID-19 symptoms, or who have had close contact (within 6�
for about 15 minutes or more) with someone who has tested posi-
tive for COVID-19, or who have been referred by their health
care provider.
We do not recommend getting tested just for peace of mind,

such as before visiting another household or attending a gather-
ing. Testing only tells you if you had COVID-19 on the day you
were tested. You could have already been exposed but may have
been tested too early for it to show up on the test. You can also be
exposed to COVID-19 after you are tested. A negative test does
not necessarily mean it is safe to get together with other people.
While we currently have enough testing supplies, but we need to
use what we have wisely.
The best way to protect yourself from getting and spreading

COVID-19 is to follow a few simple steps:
� Stay home and away from others if you�re sick.
� When you leave home or visit with people, stay at least 6�

away from people you don�t live with.
�Wear a face mask in public when you can�t keep a 6�distance

from other people.
� Wash your hands �ALOT!
For more information on prevention, symptoms and more, go

online to https://healthvermont.gov/covid19-basics.

LEGISLATIVE REPORTS
Chittenden 8-3 Legislative

Report Week 26
Robert Bancroft, State Representative, Chittenden-8-3
(September 7)
As was the case the week before, most all the time this past

week was spent in committee meetings. The House made rela-
tively minor amendments to two Senate bills. They were S.233
and S.337. S.233 deals with creating uniform standards for li-
censing in the areas of military credentials, criminal backgrounds,
continuing education, and endorsements from other states. S.337
allows energy efficiency entities for the next three years to use a
portion of their budgets on programs to reduce greenhouse gas
emissions in the thermal and transportation sectors. This does entail
any increase in fees, just a reallocation of expenditures.
It was another busy week for the Commerce and Economic

Development Committee (CEDC). Most of the time was spent
hearing testimony and discussing how to allocate the remaining
Coronavirus Relief Fund (CRF) money for businesses and non-
profit organizations impacted by the pandemic. The committee
learned Wednesday morning that we no longer had $133 million
to allocate as originally proposed by the Governor. Word came
down from House leadership that there was only $100 million to
be distributed.
As mentioned in my post last week, the Governor proposed to

expend $133 million of CRF money to help distressed businesses
and nonprofits and stimulate our economy. His proposal called
for (1) an additional $23M in Emergency Economic Grants Pro-
gram; (2) $50M to help the tourism and hospitality business; (3)
$10M for marketing, designed to bring in tourists and encourage
people to relocate; and (4) $50M for a consumer stimulus pro-
gram, which entailed providing every household with $150 in lo-
cal business discounts. Thursday afternoon, the CEDC sent its
spending recommendations to the Appropriation Committee. It
called for (1) $38M for the Emergency Economic Grants Pro-
gram; (2) $50M for grants to help the tourism and hospitality busi-
ness; (3) $5M to help Vermont ski areas implement safety mea-
sures; (4) $4M for marketing Vermont out of state; and (5) $3M
to the Vermont State Colleges and the Community College of
Vermont to serve Vermonters who have been impacted by the

COVID-19 pandemic by offering courses andworkshops to upskill
affected Vermonters.
In addition to the work on allocating CRFmonies, CEDC heard

from administration officials on the current status of the unem-
ployment insurance program. We also revisited a prior bill the
committee had worked on last winter, which extends the borrow-
ing deadline for certain Tax Incremental Finance Districts, due to
the pandemic.

Legislative update:
bills considered in the House

By TheresaWood, State Representative,
Washington-Chittenden

September 9
We continue to work on the budget and other pieces of legisla-

tion affecting Vermonters. During last week�s session the follow-
ing bills received action in the House:
S.233 � this is an act relating to establishing uniform proce-

dures in the Office of Professional Regulation. In particular it
gives the office the ability to evaluate certain military credentials
to determine their equivalency forVermont licensing requirements.
It also sets forth endorsement processes for professions licensed
in other states.
S.337 � is a bill that allows Efficiency Vermont to reallocate

up to $2 million in current funds to reduce greenhouse gas emis-
sions, particularly in the home heating and transportation areas.
You may know Efficiency Vermont is the public utility that pro-
vides incentives for consumers to save energy (e.g., rebates on
LED lightbulbs, etc.). This bill does not provide additional funds
and it does not impose any new fees. It just allows Efficiency
Vermont to diversify the assistance it provides to Vermonters to
other areas the encourage energy efficiency.
In my committee we have received reports about the use of the

federal CARES act funds; we heard testimony on the closure of
Woodside Juvenile Detention Facility; and other areas within the
Department for Children and Families and the Department of Dis-
abilities, Aging and Independent Living.
As always, you can reach me at twood@leg.state.vt.us.

MISCELLANEOUS NEWS
Cerf Community Fund
announces 25 grants

The Walter Cerf Community Fund, a component fund of the
Vermont Community Foundation, has announced $77,740 in grants
to 25 organizations, which build on over $60,000 in Cerf Fund
grants already at work in the community in 2020 as part of multi-
year commitments.
This year�s awards represent a combination of competitive grants

to organizations supporting basic needs, historic preservation, arts,
and education, as well as a number of proactive grants to
longstanding grantee partners that experienced significant disrup-
tion as a result of COVID-19 or served on the frontlines of pan-
demic response.Most grant recipients are based inAddisonCounty
or northern Rutland County.
Since its establishment in 2001, the Walter Cerf Community

Fund has continued the charitable legacy of a remarkable man
who cared deeply about the vitality of the communities ofAddison
County, northern Rutland County, and beyond. The son of a suc-
cessful businessman,Walter Cerf immigrated to the United States
as a refugee of Nazi Germany in 1937, going on to serve in the
military and then work as a Professor of Philosophy at Brooklyn
College for 25 years. He retired to his summer home in Leicester,
VT in 1972. At his death in 2001, the Walter Cerf Community
Fund was established at the Vermont Community Foundation as a
permanent endowment, making grants annually in his name. The
Vermont Community Foundation is proud to have theWalter Cerf
Community Fund as a partner in its work to close the opportunity
gap for Vermonters.
The 2020 Grants include these local recipients:
Helen DayArt Center received $2000 to support its arts educa-

tion scholarships, which help more than 60 community members
access arts education programs for free or reduced cost each year.
HospiceVolunteer Services/End of Life Services received $5000

in general operating support.
Lake Champlain Maritime Museum received $2500 to support

the boat building portion of its Champlain Longboats program, a
five-month project that will engage up to 20Addison County high
school students.
Preservation Trust of Vermont received $5000 in general oper-

ating support.
Shelburne Museum received $2500 in general operating sup-

port.
Starksboro Public Library received $1000 to support the de-

velopment of a collection of culturally relevant works by and about
women, BIPOC, and LGBTQIA people for library patrons of all
ages, with a focus on the tween/teen collection.
Vermont Association for the Blind and Visually Impaired re-

ceived $2000 to support its SMARTDevice Technology Program,
which supports visually impaired Vermonters to gain proficiency
and independence with assistive devices, tablets, and smartphone
technology.
Vermont Elks Charities received $5000 to support the replace-

ment of building ramps at its Silver Towers Camp, which hosts
over 500 campers for eight weeks each summer.
Vermont Historical Society received $4000 to support the An-

nual Meeting of the League of Historical Societies andMuseums,
which will provide necessary professional development and train-
ing focused on COVID-19 recovery this year.

Richmond CSWD Drop-Off
Center now open
As ofTuesday, September 15 all CSWD facilities are now open,

with the Chittenden Solid Waste District�s Drop-Off Center at 80
Rogers Lane, Richmond is open for drop-off of trash, household
recycling, food scraps, and other limited materials. PLEASE
NOTE: This location will not allow trailers, to help prevent traffic
backups onto VTRt. 117. The Richmond site hours are Tuesdays,
8:00 AM � 3:30 PM, and Saturdays, 8:00 AM � 3:30 PM.
Restrictions and requirements:
� COVID-19 precautions: We request that all customers and

visitors wear face coverings and stay six feet apart.
� No trailers allowed
� No large bulky waste (mattresses, recliners, sofas, doors, etc.)
� No air conditioners, dehumidifiers, refrigerators, stoves, or

other major appliances
� Vehicles will be metered onto the site to promote safe distanc-

ing for customers and staff
New fees for household trash, recycling and food scraps can be

found on ourwebsite, https://cswd.net/facility-locations/richmond-
drop-center/. Pricing for specific items that don�t fall under one
of these categories can be found on theA-Z list on www.cswd.net.

Draft minutes, September 2
Westford special Selectboard
meeting

By Nanette Rogers, Westford Town Clerk
Read the draft minutes from the Wednesday, September 2

Selectboard meeting here online at https://westfordvt.us/wp-con-
tent/uploads/2020/09/2020-09-02-Draft-Minutes.pdf.
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United Way volunteer opportunities
UnitedWay�s Volunteer Connection site is set up to help connect agencies and volunteers. Agen-

cies are working hard to navigate volunteering in this new time, so the opportunities are still limited,
but we are starting to see more. Go online to https://unitedwaynwvt.galaxydigital.com/ to see these
and other opportunities. Interested in volunteering from home? Click on Virtual Volunteering to see
how you can help remotely!
JOIN THE BOARD� The Cancer Patient Support Foundation is seeking some dedicated com-

munity members to join their local board, which supports Vermont cancer patients and their fami-
lies. Every year nearly 700 local families are provided financial support to meet their basic needs
and remove barriers to treatment. Contact Sarah Lemnah, sarah@cpspvt.org, to learn more.
SMALL ENGINE REPAIRWIZ � Green Mountain Habitat for Humanity in Williston is look-

ing for a capable volunteer to test out donated lawn mowers, chainsaws, snow blowers, etc. Do they
run well, need a tune-up, what parts can be changed out, or does it need to be scrapped? If you think
you can help, contact volunteer@vermonthabitat.org or 318-7533.
ST. ALBANS COMMUNITYBLOOD DRIVE�American Red Cross is holding a blood drive

on Friday, September 18 at St. Albans City Hall. For an appointment, visit www.redcrossblodd.org
and enter CITYHALL in the search bar. Co-sponsored by the St. Albans/Fairfield Knights of Co-
lumbus Council #297.
UREGENTNEED IN FRANKLINCOUNTY�AgeWell Meals onWheels is looking for deliv-

ery volunteers to help their neighbors by providing a friendly face and a comforting meal. Immedi-
ate openings in Georgia, Swanton, Highgate, Richford, Enosburg and Montgomery. Contact Laura
Need at 662-5254 or email lneed@agewellvt.org.
EVENT MANAGEMENT INTERN/VOLUNTEER� Cancer Support Foundation is seeking a

friendly, organized, and reliable individual to assist in event management.Work in conjunction with
staff and the Board of Directors to help plan and implement events, solicit auction items, place
calendar listings, help with social media and much more. This is a great opportunity for someone
looking to gain experience in nonprofit event management. Qualified candidates must project a
professional and friendly demeanor, have effective communication skills, well-developed writing
skills, attention to detail, and comfortable using computers. Contact Sarah Lemnah, sarah@cpspvt.org,
to learn more.
TELL OUR STORY THROUGH VIDEO � Green Mountain Habitat for Humanity is looking

for a videographer or someone with great video editing skills to help film and edit small events to
help stay connected to the community during this time of social distancing. For more information,
email volunteer@vermonthabitat.org.

Virtual Suffrage Scramble 5K raises
$6850 for NAACP Rutland
Over 411 people participated in Vermont Suffrage CentennialAlliance and Central Vermont Run-

ners� virtual Suffrage Scramble 5K during the week of the primary election in August. Participants,
wearing sashes with the phrase Votes for Women and Votes for All, completed the 5K at a time and
location of their choice during the week.
The event raised $6850 for the Rutland Branch of the NAACP.
�We were so pleased to partner with the Suffrage Scramble to celebrate this historic anniversary,

in a year when the importance of voting couldn�t be clearer,� said Tabitha Moore, president of
Rutland NAACP. �It was heartening to see so many people involved in celebrating the suffrage
movement, while also acknowledging that women of color did not fully receive the right to vote
until the 1965 Voting Rights Act. The generous donations from the Suffrage Scramble participants
will be used to support get-out-the-vote efforts and civic education in central legislative issues for
people of color in Vermont.�
Since the event was virtual, participants enjoyed a reason to gather with friends or family, masked

and socially distanced, for a 3.1 mile walk marking the centennial of the 19th Amendment, guaran-
teeing women the vote. Some raced for a personal best time, others added up their 5K distance over
the week, some kayaked, the two-year-old was mostly in a stroller, and a 92-year-old participant
completed the 5K on her pony! Teams identified as Vermont Works
for Women, VSCA, Montpelier Meadows, McBigandThu, BBGE,
CVR, Elizabeth Cady Stampin�s, 3 Amigos, Vermont Vixens, and
others, promoted spirit and camaraderie.
Interest in the Suffrage Scramble 5K spread far beyond Vermont,

with participants from twelve states and from as far away as Guam
and Australia. While 85% of participants registered were female,
sixty suffragents supported the cause. Two women in their 90s re-
called how proud their mothers were to have gained the right to vote
in 1920. In addition, Suffrage Scramble participants in their 60s to
80s celebrated gaining the �right to run� from Title IX and theAma-
teur Athletic Union approximately a half century after gaining the
right to vote.
Vermont Suffrage CentennialAlliance and Central Vermont Run-

ners thank all who participated, members of E. Montpelier�s Old
Meeting House who collected donations from non-participants, and
most especially the event creator and coordinator, Donna Smyers.

MISCELLANEOUS NEWS

Bike and sewing machine collection
Cleaning out your attic, basement or garage? The Fairfax Knights

of Columbus is again collecting used and unwanted bikes and sew-
ing machines for Pedals for Progress (www.p4p.org). The bikes and
sewingmachines will be shipped to poor people in third world coun-
tries to provide vitally need transportation and income.
If you have bikes and/or sewing machines you would like to do-

nate, you can arrange for a pick-up or drop-off by calling Bob Th-
ompson, 802-503-7969. We generally ask for a $10 donation per
item to help defray the tremendous expense of transportation. So-
cial distancing and all other COVID protocols will be followed.
Your donation can go a long way to improve the quality of life of
people who otherwise have nothing. Thanks!

VT Community Foundation announces
COVID-19 Recovery Initiatives
TheVermont Community Foundation (VCF) has announced five key recovery initiatives that will

be the focus of upcoming grant rounds from the VT COVID-19 Response Fund. Since the Fund�s
inception, the Community Foundation has granted over $2.6 million to support pandemic response,
while earmarking a significant portion of the more than $7.4 million raised to support initiatives that
the Foundation has identified as essential to help the state recover from � and improve upon �
major challenges magnified by the pandemic.
�In the last six months, Vermont has witnessed more disruption than many of us have ever expe-

rienced, and the pandemic has exposed just howmanyVermonters struggle with the opportunity gap
in their daily lives,� says Dan Smith, president and CEO of VCF. �Since March, we�ve focused our
efforts on ensuring vulnerable populations received basic needs to weather the worst of the pan-
demic. Now, we hope to continue bringing together public and private partners around key recovery
initiatives and set the pathway to creating a more resilient Vermont for all Vermonters.�
The five recovery initiatives build on VCF�s existing commitment to closing the opportunity gap

and address deep demographic challenges faced by Vermont communities. Although Vermont con-
tinues to see one of the lowest infection rates in the country, more than 40,000 people remain unem-
ployed, one in four Vermonters are food insecure, and the geographic areas already struggling be-
fore the pandemic are the same areas dealing with some of its most severe effects. Each recovery
initiative is grounded in data, relies on network and capacity building, and focuses on systemic
change:
� Rural Entrepreneurship: Create strong rural communities by supporting infrastructure for entre-

preneurship, small businesses, and vibrant downtowns
� Food System Resilience: Strengthen local food systems by investing in farm viability and con-

nections between local food, food insecurity, and food access
� Rural Connectivity: Establish equitable Internet access for communities by exploring and ex-

panding existing models
� Learning in Transition: Develop cradle-to-career infrastructure by identifying the best career

pathways and supporting service and skill-building for youth and adults
�Welcoming, Equitable, Anti-Racist Communities: Set the stage for a more inclusiveVermont by

building community capacity to engage and address racial equity, diversity, social justice, and sys-
temic racism
An initial round of early stage grants totaling $238,000 went to organizations that are actively

working within one or more of the recovery initiatives. This is just the beginning, and VCF expects
to be awarding grants throughout the remainder of 2020 as the statewide and regional strategies
continue to evolve. VCF will also be keeping a close eye on needs associated with pandemic re-
sponse as the weather turns and the end of the year approaches.
� Rural Entrepreneurship: $105,000 to Community Capital of Vermont, Flexible Capital Fund,

and Opportunities Credit Union to fill early and growth stage capital gaps for Vermont entrepre-
neurs and provide financial counseling for low-income individuals
� Rural Connectivity: $90,000 to nine Communications Union Districts � two or more towns

that join as a municipal entity to build communications infrastructure � for general operating sup-
port ($10,000/each)
� Learning in Transition: $25,000 to the Vermont Youth Conservation Corps to launch a multi-

organizational process of developing an expanded service corps model for Vermont
� Welcoming, Equitable, Anti-Racist Communities: $18,000 to the Vermont Social Equity Task

Force, managed through the Peace and Justice Center, to support broad engagement in the develop-
ment of recommendations on social equity that advance Vermont communities
To learn more about the Community Foundation�s COVID-19 response and recovery, visit http:/

/vtcovid19response.org/.

Burnt Desert
By Kimberly Madura

Soon, we will go to the desert,
that orange desert

and stand on those crimson dunes,
melt into the cherry rust sand �

surrounded by burnt dust and scorching gold sun

Sand and bone, our bones �
unbroken and elemental

looking as if O�Keefe herself
had painted the scene

We will drink whiskey from the canteen
and dance the Polonaise from memory,
make primal screams of rapture,

and of bliss

When we get there it
will be worth everything
to have survived �

it will all boil down to this
just this moment.
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A glorious play
By Sue Kusserow

Special to the Mountain Gazette
The green woods are warping into fall. One small bent branch

shouts red into my vision as I drive by. Soon I notice more of
those injured branches that flame before they die.As I go from car
to kitchen, I pick up one perfect blazing red maple leaf, one of a
few that have outlined the steps from car to back door since I left
only an hour ago. It is a perfect pentagon� one to admire before
thousands more come to cover this small harbinger of the begin-
ning season. So I know it is time to dump the groceries on the
kitchen counter, hang up the car keys and take the last walk into
the green woods of summer.
The mountain begins this extravaganza with a first glow of or-

ange near the tree line� not a color so much as a feeling of what
is to come� a prelude to the greatest drama that nature can pro-
duce. The process itself is fascinating. Signals from the shorten-
ing of days, a change in the intensity of light, the growth-work of
trees having been finished in early summer, activates a line of
special cells at the base of the leaf stem, which loosens and dries
out. Then a tiny bit of cork is secreted to heal the scar at the junc-
ture of stem and twig. But this also stops the flow of sap to the
leaf, which kills the chlorophyll (green color) and thus allows the
leaf�s other colors� that have been overpowered by the chloro-
phyll� to come forth: carotin (yellow of birch) and anthocyanin
(red of maple, purple-brown of ash). The oak and beech wait until
the last act in this glorious theater, and hold on to their dry leaves
well into the fall.
For now on this walk I can accept the death of living things as

a cycle of nature: all living things die; some are rebornmany times
before the inevitable death of the parent/tree/plant itself. Fall is a
time when we can accept this glorious eulogy, this last vivid fi-
nale, in a way that we in our human culture tend to avoid. I am an
old woman, and fall is trying to teach me how to accept nature�s
patterns and enjoy the last act, pleased with the play, its staging,
its lines and its actors. And there is usually some point of renewal
and continuance.Withme, it�s my children and grandchildren who
preserve and practice the giving and sharing of kindness and love
that I have tried to emulate, drawing from the examples in my
own young life. It is one long thread that weaves past and present
together and gives us direction and courage in a ragged world�
and urges us to rejoice in these shouts of colors, as autumn gives
way to winter.
So I head back home, finding that I forgot to put the ice cream

in the freezer! I take the small perfect red maple leaf from the
counter and pat it dry and put it in the middle of my big dictio-
nary. From my pocket I fish out a small blue bead lily: broad leaf
and three deep blue berries, which will leak some beautiful color
to a page or two. Someday I will want to remember this first walk
of fall and these tiny treasures will lead me into memory.
Frost and fall come at the same time, but autumn colors don�t

depend on the frost; their performance is automatic. The harden-
ing of that tiny band of cells at the base of the leaf stem occurs late
in September and early October. Its perfect timing is another of
those mysteries of plant life, in which we can rejoice.
A glorious play is coming to a theater near you! Don�t miss it!

D.I.Y. and R.I.Y. customers
By Douglas Boardman

Special to the Mountain Gazette
D.I.Y. seems to have been around forever and especially in hard-

ware, lumber yards, electrical, and plumbing and heating stores.
D.I.Y. of coursemeans �Do ItYourselfers� who can be either good
or bad for business depending on the individual. The higher the
education normallymeans the less common knowledge they have.
I don�t know who started this phenomenon of using a few letters
to replace words, but I suspect the military and then when com-
puters and smart phones took over, our fate was sealed.
I call all of it a code. Sometimes you can read an entire article

and not know what organization you are reading about. The mili-
tary uses abbreviations to shorten a long title. I suspect that they
also don�t want the regular civilian to know what they are talking
about. For example, we used to use a letter instead of number as a
code. For instance, the letters �THE� stood for �1, 2, 3.� You
don�t save space on the written word, but you do keep people
from knowing what you are really saying.
Business abbreviations like IBM and ATT are well known on

the stock market, but it gets a lot more complicated. As soon as I
learn what some symbols stand for, ten more symbols pop up.
Communications have changed so radically over the years� from
party telephone lines, to cable, to satellites. As we get older, not
all of us want to learn all these different codes and abbreviations
or made up slogans and symbols. If you want to communicate
with us, spell it out in English and if it is a word like
antidisestablishmentarianism, use some other shorter words to save
space. If you use an �emoji� we probably won�t know what it is.
Hopefully it is a good emoji and not one that says, �up yours� or
�finger salute!� I don�t know if those are emojis, but you get the
idea.
Let me get back to R.I.Y., which mademe andmany other busi-

ness owners the most money. R.I.Y. means �Ruin It Yourselfers.�
They are egotistical do-it-yourselfers who think they know it all,
and a simple tightening of a nut or replacing a washer leads to
needing completely new kitchen or bathroom fixtures. I can tell
you personally after 50 years in the plumbing and heating indus-
try that the customer isn�t always right, even if, to be a successful
business, you must treat them that way. In truth, the customer is
seldom right, otherwise, why is he coming to see us?
Over the years, we had many funny stories of customers who

left memorable impressions on us. I once had a foreign couple
who flatulated so much in our store that I decided to close early to
let the place air out. I never liked curry much anyways, and now I
liked it even less. Another time I saw a customer move a cleaning
fluid to another shelf, and then try to convince me to give him the
cheaper price listed on the shelf!After that, we labeled every item
with a price tag. I also had a charge customer who I had to call
every month because he was always late paying his bill. I eventu-
ally had to switch him to C.O.D (cash on delivery). The next time
he was in the store, �someone� mysteriously dumped sugar from
our coffee station into a box of copper fittings.After that, we started
supplying sugar packets to the coffee station.
There are many other incidents throughout the years, but these

are good examples of some of the perils of owning your own busi-
ness. Of course, the good customers far outnumbered the bad,
and they are the reason I stayed in the business so long!
Next column: Kids and College, or Not?

Warning: falling furniture
could be ahead

With fall here, parents have been askingme how they can know
if the furniture or appliances mounted on walls or brackets in their
homes are safe from falling onto their children or other family
members. Here�s some useful information that will sit well with
you.
Watch out for TVs
The number one item of furniture that can fall onto a child is

the television, although dressers and chests of drawers not prop-
erly anchored can also fall unexpectedly or tip over onto a child,
resulting in serious injury. It is estimated that children suffer over
12,000 falling television injuries each year, usually involving chil-
dren under the age of 5, with the most common injuries being
lacerations and contusions often to the head and neck.
And it�s not just large televisions. Small TVs that are mounted

above the floor cause just as much injury as large TVs, largely
because small TVs find their way onto dressers or nightstands,
and toddlers try to climb up on the dresser drawers to reach the
TV and it topples down on them.
Tips to prevent tipping
So, what can you do to prevent these injuries?While we cannot

stop toddlers from wanting to climb on things, although we try
our best to do so, we can stabilize the things they climb on.
TVs should be firmly mounted to a wall or piece of furniture.

Even screwing a portable TV into a dresser top is better than leav-
ing it untethered.
Also, please avoid putting remote control devices on or above

furniture you don�t want your child to climb up on to get.
Finally, don�t forget that dressers, bookcases, mirrors, and other

large pieces of furniture should be secured to a wall or the floor to
prevent those pieces of furniture from falling onto your child and
causing a preventable injury.
Hopefully, tips like these will anchor your concerns when it

comes to knowing what to do when it comes to preventing an
unnecessary tip-over injury from falling televisions or other pieces
of furniture.
Lewis First, MD, is Chief of Pediatrics at UVMChildren�s Hos-

pital of Vermont Children�s Hospital and Chair of the Depart-
ment of Pediatrics at the UVM Larner College of Medicine

Vermont nonprofits:
winds of change

By Bill Schubart
Pandemics force behavioral change. Foresighted leaders ex-

plore and initiate strategic change � or not.
While the business and government sectors struggle to under-

stand what changes are needed to secure their futures, the non-
profit (for-mission) sector is equally roiled by the pandemic�s
impacts and opportunities.
With over 4500 nonprofits in Vermont, employing one in seven

Vermonters and generating some $2B in salaries � accounting
for more than 20% of the economy � this is a good time for
taking stock so as to become as effective as possible, even though
there will always be some mission overlap and duplication, if not
outright competition. Vermont�s best nonprofits are mission-
driven, not ego- or overhead-driven. And, in fairness, a signifi-
cant number of these nonprofits provide much of the overall well-
being for Vermonters.And among them are the many community
churches dotting our townscapes working alongside our best so-
cial service, education, healthcare, cultural, and environmental
organizations.
But major changes in philanthropy and in foundations� phi-

losophies of giving, accountability, and impact in recent yearsmean
that Vermont 501©3s face increasingly stiff headwinds from
funders. In a time of scarcity and enhanced need, the whole sector
will be held to higher account and the governing boards of
nonprofits will have to confront their institution�s relevance and
delivery-on-mission, if not its survival.
I believe one of the most critical inquiries board and leadership

should pursue at this juncture is exploring and mapping what or-
ganizations do the same or similar work and what partnership
links might be forged to ensure that more organizational resources
fund mission rather than simply the human and physical over-
head. For example, if an organization�s mission is to alleviate
hunger, they can create a planetary map of all organizations doing
similar work and reach out to each to determine how partnerships
or even mergers might better achieve shared mission goals.
Another critical exercise is to devise a plan to deliver on mis-

sion that looks upstream and downstream to see how the organi-
zation might better invest resources in upstream prevention rather
than downstream remediation and see what creative partnerships
emerge.
In human services, especially, the organizational goal should

be to confront problems upstream, not just palliate the pain they
cause downstream.
In subsistence missions such as food security and housing, an

organization might partner with other organizations to build sys-
tems that increase their availability. For example, in food insecu-
rity, an organizationmight look to and partner with other nonprofits
working in regional food supply-chain development, community
gardening, community-supported agriculture (CSAs), gleaning,
salvaging food waste, and the like.
In housing, while wemust continue to focus on providing emer-

gency shelter, we might also partner with government and busi-
ness sectors to understand impediments to the development of
affordable housing. We must find ways to honor historic preser-
vation and environmental concerns while meeting the economic
needs of Vermonters when they conflict.
By way of example, Montpelier desperately needs affordable
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housing, as an ageing population which can no longer afford their
large wood-frame houses or their homesteads in Montpelier�s ru-
ral sprawl seek more energy and space-efficient quarters in town.
Several notable housing projects inMontpelier have been derailed
or made unduly expensive due to interventions by historic preser-
vation authorities. The purpose of historic preservation is to pre-
serve the historic beauty of our past in a way that is economically
self-sustaining. Given the unknowns we face and their new im-
peratives, we will need to compromise somewhat and prioritize
the wellbeing of Vermonters.
An organization that deals with �troubled� youth might take its

experience, paddle upstream to explore causes and partner with
those using trauma-informed family counseling at the earliest
stages of discovery to minimize the downstream damage of ad-
verse childhood experiences.Abuse, hunger, addicted parents, and
abandonment are all early drivers of the �troubled� component of
their mission to help the young. This will have beneficial cost-
impacts downstream in �special ed,� healthcare, and criminal jus-
tice. I�m with those who say that �the goal of a social-service
nonprofit should be to put itself out of business.�
Environmental impacts are no different. Ultimately, it�s less

expensive to reduce or eliminate source-point pollution such as
excessive, unrecyclable consumer packaging, invest in stormwater
run-off systems and community sewage treatment plants, and fur-
ther regulate the use of on-farm chemical soil additives and ma-
nure runoff into adjacent waterways, than it is to �clean up� our
lakes and waterways, to say nothing of the aquifers from which
we draw our drinking water. (In a report issued in July of last year,
State Auditor Doug Hoffer questioned the effectiveness of the
$66M spent so far on mitigating ongoing damage to the Lake
Champlain basin.)
Also, it�s one thing to swim and bathe in chemicals, it�s another

to ingest them. Erin Brockovich, about whom a best-sellingmovie
was made in 2000, recently wrote a disturbing column in the
Guardian detailing how pervasive the chemicals in our drinking
supplies have become.
�We are in a water crisis beyond anything you can imagine.

Pollution and toxins are everywhere, stemming from the hazard-
ouswastes of industry and agriculture.We�ve gotmore than 40,000
chemicals on the market today with only a few hundred regulated.
We�ve had industrial byproducts discarded into the ground and
into our water supply for years. This crisis affects everyone �
rich or poor, black or white, Republican or Democrat. Communi-
ties everywhere think they are safe when they are not.�
Vermont is held together by the combined services of the gov-

ernment, business, and nonprofit sectors. Nonprofits fill gaps in
public education, healthcare, social services, the arts and humani-
ties, food and housing security, the environment, animal welfare,
and many other areas. We�re indeed dependent on our best
nonprofits.
A global pandemic has obliterated the norms of our existence

and called on us all to rethink howwe coexist with nature and one
another. Meanwhile, our members, funders, and foundations are
looking more carefully at our organization�s effective delivery on
mission, our diversity, equity and inclusiveness, and our willing-
ness to collaborate with other similarly-missioned or upstream-
downstream organizations. It�s vital that Vermont�s nonprofits up
their game, rethink their purpose, and better measure their effec-
tiveness. Philanthropy is finite� and changing.

MISCELLANEOUS NEWS
VT Retail & Grocers Association
clarifies face mask guidance

The Vermont Retail & Grocer Association (VRGA) seeks to
clarify requirements of retail employees wearing masks. Retail
employees are required to wear cloth face masks in the presence
of other employees and all customers, regardless of a translucent
�sneeze guard.� Masks must be worn when near other employees
and all customers.
VRGA has learned of confusion surrounding requirements set

forth by the VT Department of Health and the Agency of Com-
merce and Community Development (ACCD) and would like to
ensure clarity for everyone�s safety.
Updated operating instructions from ACCD now state: �Em-

ployees must wear face coverings over their nose andmouth when
in the presence of others. In the case of retail cashiers, a translu-
cent shield or �sneeze guard� is acceptable in lieu of a mask if the
employee works alone and does not interact with customers out-
side the work station.� Businesses and non-profit and government
entities may require customers or clients to wear masks.
In consultation with ACCD, proper interpretation of this guid-

ance allows a single retail employee to stand behind a translucent
�sneeze guard� in lieu of a cloth face covering. If two or more
people are working behind a translucent shield, or if the employee
leaves their work station and may be in the presence of other staff
or customers, then the employee must wear a face mask.
For questions about specific scenarios and situations arising in

your business, always refer first to ACCD operating guidance,
which can be found at https://accd.vermont.gov/news/update-new-
work-safe-additions-stay-home-stay-safe-order. For questions that
can�t be answered by the ACCD guidance for businesses, reach
out to VRGA at https://vtrga.org/contact-us. VRGA continues to
work withACCD and the office of the Governor in efforts to fully
open retail in the state.

Wood for Good
updates and GoFundMe

By Eric Axelrod
Wood for Good is dedicated to giving free firewood to families

in need and was started by me and my boys. We are looking to
increase capacity and therefore need to acquire a second wood-
splitter. Please help us with our worthy cause. This is the link for
the Go Fund me, Please read for updates and what we are up to,
please share and donate to our cause if you can: https://
www.gofundme.com/f/wood-4-good-needs-a-second-log-
splitter?utm_medium=copy_link&utm_source=customer
&utm_campaign=p_lico+share-sheet
Gratefully, The Wood for Good Team (Eric, Logan, Devin,

Sharon, Leo, and Ivy)

Milton Artists Guild Pop-Up
Saturdays until Christmas, the MiltonArtists Guild will be fea-

turing two artists at our pop-ups! Located at the spaciousArt Cen-
ter, these artists will be presenting art not normally in our art cen-
ter� with plenty of room to safely shop! Milton Artists� guild is
located in Milton Square behind the Milton Post Office, 199 U.S.
Rt. 7 South, Milton; 802-891-2014. Open Wednesday-Saturday,
10:00 AM � 6:00 PM and Sunday, 11;00 AM � 3:00 PM.
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This sculpture by Brattleboro-based Justin A. Kenney is part of
Exposed, the annual open-air sculpture exhibit sponsored by
HelenDayArt Center in Stowe.Exposed:Vermont Edition 2020
will be on display throughout the town of Stowe through the
end of October to support artists around the state of Vermont.
For more information including a map and guide to the ex-
hibit, go online to https://www.helenday.com/exhibitions/ex-
posed/231-exposed-2020. PHOTO CONTRIBUTED

ART / MUSIC / THEATER

Drive-in movies at Mansfield Barn
The Mansfield Barn at the corner of Browns Trace and VT Rt.

15, Jericho, is hosting Essex Cinemas for drive-in showings of
movies on three consecutive Saturday evenings at 7:00 PM. The
movies are: September 26, Smokey and the Bandit; October 3:
Dirty Dancing; andOctober 10:Monty Python and the Holy Grail.
Capacity is limited; get tickets online at http://essexcinemas.com/
jericho-outdoor-movies.php.

Westford Concerts on the Common
� the future

By Michael Kirick
Well, the summer concert season has drawn to its inevitable

conclusion and were extremely lucky in having none of the eight
shows scheduled cancelled due to weather. I want to thank each
and everyone who came out to these events to make it such a great
time, every time. I tried out a few things that I thought would be
helpful for both performers and audience.
First, because so many folks were willing to play, I scheduled

eight consecutive weeks of shows. This was done by stretching
my allocated budget, plus adding some money raised last year at
the 200th Common Anniversary event. I also added putting out a
tip jar to help supplement payments for musicians having a hard
time during these COVID days. Some bands played for just tips.
Normally, these shows are paid just with town funds (collected
from separate departments plus one non-profit), which I stretch to
book as many as I can.
Second, I also was able to convince food vendors to show up

early so that the event could be extended and have something
additional for attendees to experience. They came back because
you all appreciated their offerings. This all helped generate hun-
dreds of attendees, all practicing social distancing, over the course
of July and August. We are very fortunate to have the Westford
Common space for everyone to spread out and relax.
I will be asking the Westford Select Board for funding for fu-

ture concert series. I would like to get direct funding rather than
having to ask multiple sources to contribute. If you enjoyed these
shows, please write the select board stating so and ask them to
fund the future of these series. I will present options that include
tipping vs. non-tipping shows. Everyone was very generous dur-
ing these COVID times, but what about the future? Are you all
willing to keep on tipping? Please let me know.
Also, I would like to hear from you all on what bands you en-

joyed and would like to see again (even if from past years), or any
new bands you�d like me to try and get. And any other comments
that I can run with would be helpful.
Again, I thank everyone for a most memorable and successful

concert season.

100 years of VT Wildlife Management Areas art contest
Help celebrate 100 years of the department�sWildlifeManage-

mentAreas by entering an art contest commemorating Vermont�s
legacy of wildlife-based recreation and healthy lands and waters.
SandbarWildlife ManagementArea inMilton was designated the
state�s firstWildlifeManagementArea (WMA) in 1920. 100 years
later Vermont now has 100WMAs protecting more than 130,000
acres of lands and waters that provide critical habitat for native
plants and animals as well as opportunities for wildlife-based rec-
reation.
To get involved, check out one of the Wildlife Management

Area online (https://vtfishandwildlife.com/hunt/find-a-place-to-
hunt/find-a-wildlife-management-area) or visit one near you.
(Visiting a WMA is optional, but if you do visit a WMA, please
practice respectful social distancing precautions and followWMA
regulations.) Create a piece of art about one or all VermontWMAs.
Submit work that can be shared digitally� thismay include paint-
ing, drawing, collage, photograph, poetry, audio, video, or (docu-
mentation of) sculpture or performance, or anything else that can
be shared digitally. (*) Images can be submitted as .pdf, .jpg, .tiff.
Text should be submitted in a .doc or .docx format. Audio and
video (please limit to three minutes) must be supported by Win-
dows Media Player.
Submit your art on, or before, Friday, October 9 by emailing

documentation of the work to ariel.burgess@vermont.gov. Put
�Art submission� in the subject line of your email and include the
following: your name; title of the piece (and any other important
information about it); which WMA your piece is based on if ap-
plicable; if you are under the age of 18, your birth date.
Submissions will be taken for five age groups: 0-5 years old; 6-

8 years (grades 1-4); 9-13 years (grades 5-8); 14-17 years (grades
9-12); adults (18 years+). Prizes will include $300 for the first,
second, and third place winners (provided by the VT Federation
of Sportsman�s clubs, with additional monetary prizes from other
sporting organizations), a Vermont WMAguide, Wetland-Wood-
land-Wildland book, Green Mountain Conservation Camp dis-
counts, and lunch with a scientist. Winners will be announced on
November 6, 2020.
(*By submitting your work, you are giving theVTFish&Wild-

life Department (F&W) permission to share your work via social
media and other digital outlets, including references to the work
and reproductions of the image in any press releases. You waive
any copyright claims as to the publication of your artwork by F&W
in connection with this art contest and the 100th anniversary of the
WMA system in Vermont. F&W staff, families, and retirees are
not eligible for the contest.)

100+ Women Who Care donates
$3000 to Spectrum Youth Family
& Services
100+ Women Who Care, a worldwide charitable organization

with a new chapter in Chittenden County, awarded SpectrumYouth
& Family Services $2500, with an additional $500 donated by
other enthusiastic individuals and members, at its first virtual
meeting on Tuesday, July 28.
South Burlington resident Barbara Keller helped launch the

Chittenden County Chapter of 100+ Women Who Care in Janu-
ary. �Once I heard about this incredible organization I just had to
get involved,� she said. �I made the decision to start a local chap-
ter because I wanted to see the power of like-minded women who
care deeply about their community.�
The charitable giving group�s goal is to gather 100+ women

who will donate $100 four times a year (or a team of two women
who donate $50 four times a year) for a quarterly total donation of
$10,000 that would support local community-based non-profit or-
ganizations.
�We have 30 members right now,� Keller said. �We�d like to

recruit a minimum of 25 more members for the next quarter in
order to grow our pool to collectively donate $5000+, with the
ultimate goal of a 100+ women and $10,000+. We are thrilled to
see this small but mighty group grow.�
100+ Women Who Caremembers meet four times a year. Prior

to the meeting, each individual member can nominate their choice
of a single non-profit organization to be the recipient of the col-
lected donations. Once all the nominations are in, three organiza-
tions are randomly selected from a hat.At the short quarterlymeet-
ing (this time via Zoom) these three organizations make their pre-
sentations. After the presentations, the members vote, and the se-
lected non-profit is awarded the donation.
�It felt so good to give,� said steering committee member and

Jericho resident Tina Gallagher. �There�s no feeling like it. And
given the current COVID-19 pandemic, our local charities aremore
in need than ever.�
Two runner-up charities, Feeding Chittenden and Generator

Maker Space, also received $100 each from 100+ Women Who
Care.
The next scheduled meeting is Wednesday, October 28 at 5:30

PM. To join 100+ Women Who Care or for more information,
visit https://www.100wwcvt.com/ or email 100wwcvt@gmail.com.

Burlington Garden Club
receives merit awards
The Burlington Garden Club (BGC) has received notification

from the National Garden Club and the Federated Garden Clubs
of Vermont (FGCV), which is comprised of 16 garden clubs
throughout the state, for merit awards of work in the community.
1. Civic Beautification Award, VT Garden Park Butterfly Gar-

den. The success of this beautiful garden under the leadership of
Nancy Bell (S. Burlington resident) is attributed to her dedicated
work of designing the shape of the garden each year.
2. Roadside Development Award, for the work at the Univer-

sity of Vermont gardens under the leadership of Dr. Mark Starrett,
volunteers, and master gardeners.
3. Work in Community Interest Community Interest Award, to

Joelyn Niggel�sYouth programs with children�s planting sessions
at local libraries.
4. PublicWorks of Garden Club InterestsAward, for the count-

less hours planting and cultivating local gardens to enhance the
beauty and well-being of the community. Volunteers enjoy Mon-
arch butterflies at the Vermont Garden Park, residents picking up
boxes of fresh, locally grown produce, or recovering patients at
RonaldMcDonald House and Hope Lodge seeing flowers bloom-
ing in the garden.
5. Garden Club Interests and Concerns Award, for numerous

endeavors undertaken by BGCmember and photographer Carolyn
Bates, whose participation and community outreach allows the
club to continue and thrive.
6. Best On-Going Project that hasMeritAward, for BGC award-

ing two $1000 scholarships to UVM students, Samantha Lange
and Julia Callahan, who have exhibited commitment and passion
for a career in horticulture.
7. Groups Other Than Garden ClubsAward, for former elemen-

tary school teacher Carol McQuillen, director of Common Roots,
a S. Burlington-based non-profit has spent the last eleven years
educating children in area schools about where our food come
from, and what it means to eat a nutritious, balanced diet.
8. Golden TrowelAward, for Nancy Bell of S. Burlington, who

planned, organized, and implemented celebration activities for
BGCmembers during National GardenWeek Celebration in June.
9. Landscape Award for a Business, to Zen Center Gardens,

Burlington, for their beautiful gardens for the community to en-
joy.
10. President�s Award, to Mary Scollins of S. Burlington, past

co-president of BGC, for her significant contributions toward the
advancement of the mission and goals of The Burlington Garden
Club and the community.
11. National Garden Club Award, to Charlie Nardozzi (club

member) for his radio and television shows; recognized for his
media contribution to gardening.

MISCELLANEOUS

COMING EVENTS
IN-PERSON, and VIRTUALANDSOCIALLYDISTANCED
Thursday, September 17
Chicken Pie Supper � Takeout Style, 5:00 � 7:00 PM.

Binghamville United Methodist Church, 35 School Rd., Fletcher.
Who�s ready for Chicken Pie Supper? Come join us! To ensure
we have enough food, please RSVP! Adult price is $12, children
5-12 are $5, and children 5 and under are free. Takeout is the only
option. For questions or to reserve a takeout call Charles, 849-
2120, or Tara, 355-0768. Interested in a whole pie? Reserve one
today! Hope to see you there!
SnakeMountainWMAWalk, 2:00 � 5:00 PM, Snake Moun-

tain WMA, 2514 Mountain Rd., Addison. Rain date Thursday,
September 24.Walk to the summit of SnakeMountain with ecolo-
gist Eric Sorenson and State Geologist Jon Kim to learn about the
geologic features and how they influence the unique natural com-

munities and habitats on this special WMA. This walk is recom-
mended for adults and kids age eight and older; children must be
accompanied by an adult. Pre-registration for up to 15 partici-
pants is required on VT Fish & Wildlife�s website
(www.vtfishandwildlife.com) with a link on the front page.
Saturday-Sunday, September 19-20
Game of Logging Women�s Courses, 8:00 AM � 4:00 PM,

Merck Forest and Farmland Center, Rupert; Level 1 on Saturday,
Level 2 on Sunday. Level 1 focuses on precision felling tech-
niques; Level 2 focuses on Maximizing Saw Performance. Level
1 is required before taking Level 2. Preregistration is required.
Participants must bring a sound hard hat and chaps. (People sign-
ing up for ONLY LEVEL 1 will be placed on a wait list to avoid
having Level 1 fill at the loss of Level 2 participants.) Minimum
age 18. Cost: $200. For more information or to register contact

Christine@merckforest.org, (802) 394-7836
Friday, September 25
4th annual VTAssociation of Area Agencies on Aging Con-

ference: Reframing Aging, a virtual event. Keynote speaker
Patricia D�Antonio of the Gerontological Society of America. A
helpful resource about reframing aging can be found at https://
www.geron.org/programs-services/reframing-aging-initiative.
Register at https://pheedloop.com/register/v4a2020/attendee/.
Saturday, September 26
Westford Trail Volunteer Day, 9:00 AM, kiosk in front of

Westford Elementary School. Spend the morning clearing any
debris on the school trails (Misty Meadows).Westford Conserva-
tion Commission members will bring some necessary tools but
feel free to bring your own loppers, clippers, weed whackers, and

Coming Events continued on page 12
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