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Underhill continued on page 2

By Natalie Coughlin, Underhill
(Just before the Mountain Gazette went to press for the 

March 18 edition, the Underhill Selectboard announced a 
Special Meeting on “Town Highway 11 Butler Ln,” held on 
Monday, March 15. The outcome of that meeting affects the 
article presented here, but the Gazette decided to run this piece 
because of its informational value to Underhill residents.)

(The Butler farm in Underhill is near the north end of Irish 
Settlement Road where it intersects Pleasant Valley Road, just 
south of the Cambridge town line. “Butler Road” is a short and 
long disused road fragment that, for a short distance, crosses 
into Cambridge from Underhill; on Underhill town maps, it is 
named “Town Highway 11.” — Editor)

It is disappointing to once again run into red tape. Last year, 
nearly 15% of Underhill voters signed our petition to discontinue 
an abandoned section of road that runs through our farm. The 
Butler family has been farming in Underhill for 174 years, and 
this unused portion of road is covered in large maple trees and 
has been unused for nearly a century. We have been requesting 
the town to officially discontinue this section of road for the last 
25 years, and finally last year submitted a petition to force a 
hearing. Unfortunately due to a technicality, we are once again 
vulnerable to being denied a hearing.

There was a special meeting on Monday, March 15 at 6:00 PM 
to discuss what the Select Board will decide to do now.

We have had overwhelming support from the community, and 
we wanted to update the 456 neighbors who signed our petition 
on why the petition will not be honored.

The short of it:
After engaging lawyers to review the petition (cost unknown), 

the lawyers claim it is invalid because we did not also gather 
signatures from 5% of Cambridge voters. We consulted with the 
town before gathering signatures, and did everything we were 
told to do. If we had known they also required 5% of Cambridge 
voters’ signatures, we would have done so.

The long of it:
There are three ways to begin a hearing to discontinue a road 

in Underhill.
1: The Select Board can call a hearing;
2: The landowners adjacent to the road can request the Select 

Board to have a hearing;
3: The landowner can force a hearing by having 5% of the 

voters sign a petition. We have tried option 2 many times since 
1996 and our requests have been ignored. This fall we finally 
decided to present a petition to force the hearing after 25 years.

The Select Board received our petition of discontinuance in 
November 2020, and granted a site visit date of Thursday, April 
15, with hearing dates following. However, this is potentially on 
hold now because of the lawyers.

This challenge has already been passed on from one generation 
of Butlers to the next, and we desperately do not want it to be 
dragged out any further. We urge the Select Board to move 
forward with this discontinuation hearing using either option 1 
or 2, and not require us to submit another petition.

The two sections of Vermont state statutes are listed below. We 
followed section 708 in submitting our petition, at the direction 
of the town. However, Underhill lawyers are citing section 792 
to claim the lack of 5% of signatures from Cambridge makes our 
right to a hearing in Underhill using the petition invalid.

This technicality is especially frustrating since Cambridge 
Select Board is ready to move forward with a hearing. (A 
landowner requested the ancient road portion in Cambridge be 
discontinued.) As of last year, Cambridge had decided to hold 

Butler Road petition 
found invalid

off on moving forward after receiving a letter from Underhill’s 
lawyers, citing a concern for any legal fees or disputes from 
Underhill. Cambridge is waiting on Underhill to make the first 
move.

So as it stands: the Cambridge Select Board is willing and ready 
to move forward; the Underhill Select Board is in possession of a 
petition with nearly three times the required signatures to request 
a hearing; and due to a technicality we are once again unsure if 
anything will move forward after 25 years of stalling. To put into 
words how we feel after receiving the phone call this morning 
(Friday, March 12) is impossible.

We hope the Select Board will do the right thing, and move 
forward with this hearing — as it has always been within their 
power.

§ 708. Petition
(a) Persons who are either voters or landowners, and whose 

number is at least five percent of the voters, in a town, desiring 
to have a highway laid out, altered, reclassified, or discontinued, 
may apply by petition in writing to the selectboard for that 
purpose. A person who is a landowner in a town, desiring to 
have an unidentified corridor which passes through or abuts his 
or her land discontinued or altered, may apply in writing to the 
selectboard for that purpose. The selectboard may also initiate 
these proceedings on its own motion.

§ 792. Petition to selectmen 
When the public good or convenience of the inhabitants 

requires a highway to be laid out, altered, reclassified, or 
discontinued on, or intersecting the line between two towns, or 
a bridge across a stream between two towns to be built, persons 
who are either voters or landowners, and whose number is at 
least five percent of the voters, of the towns, may petition, in 
writing, the selectmen of either town to lay out, alter, reclassify, 
or discontinue the highway, or build the bridge. The selectmen 
presented with the petition shall notify the selectmen of the other 
town. The two boards shall establish a time for hearing, and shall 
give notice of it. (Added 1985, No. 269 (Adj. Sess.), § 1.)

New smiling 
faces at the 
Bolton Country 
Store

By Phyl Newbeck
Special to the Mountain Gazette

Buying and reopening the Bolton Country Store was a leap 
of faith for Erica Duggento and Craig Deyo. “I wasn’t working 
and I needed a job so we figured we’d try it,” is how Duggento 
explained it. They opened the store in October after a period of 
almost two years during which residents of Bolton had to drive to 
Waterbury, Richmond, or beyond for their shopping. The couple 
owns the business but leases the building.

Deyo is a former truck driver with no retail experience, but 
Duggento has worked at hardware and grocery stores and as a 
bookkeeper. The couple has hired four part-time employees to 
assist them. “Everyone is very excited not to have to drive seven 
miles for groceries,” Duggento said. “People have been really 
happy to have a convenient place to shop.” Convenience also 
factors into the commute for their new venture, since they live 
next door.

Duggento said the store is developing a reputation for their 
subs. Since Bolton Valley has restricted indoor dining due to the 
pandemic, people have been buying meals at the store. “Once 
the ski area opened, people started coming in more often,” said 
Duggento, “and they were hungry.” The couple has turkey, roast 
beef, bacon, ham, and Italian subs, and pride themselves on 
not skimping on the meat content. They may add a regular deli 
section to the store but have not yet done so.

“We also have non-ethanol gas, which is a huge positive 
around here,” Deyo said. “It’s about two cents cheaper than in 
Richmond.” The store features local products including honey 
from Bolton, maple syrup from Moretown, and candles and 
lotions from Woodbury. They hope to add products from Maple 
Harvest of Washington, VT including maple popcorn. They also 
have displays with local crafts and other items, which they hope 
will appeal to some of their out-of-town skiing clientele.

Duggento and Deyo have been together for two and a half 
years and on Sunday, February 28, Duggento gave birth to their 
first child, a boy named Gunner. She also has seven-year-old 
twins. “I don’t have a lot of free time,” she admitted, “but that’s 
okay because there isn’t that much to do during a pandemic.”

The couple is open to having their customers make suggestions 
for new products. “We started small,” Duggento said, “and we’ve 
been building based on what people ask for. We want them to 
come back.” The duo tries to make sure they have subs that fit 
the requests of their regular customers, but recognize that there 
are only so many kinds of bread or cheese they can carry. “You 
can’t have 100 kinds of everything,” Duggento said, “and you 
can’t please everyone.”

Duggento admits she was nervous about the new venture 
because she had no idea how things would work out. The couple 
has talked to friends who own stores and gotten some pointers 
on what to do. “The pandemic has actually helped us,” Duggento 
said, “because people don’t want to leave town. Our business has 
tripled since we opened.”

Deyo and Duggento have no intention of standing still. “You 
have to keep working at it,” Duggento said. “You can’t just let 
it be.” They plan to add a creemee stand in the summer and are 
thinking about installing a pizza oven, as well. “There are always 
going to be on-going projects,” Duggento said. “We won’t know 
if we don’t try.”

The couple is confident people will come to the store because 
of their cheerful approach to shopkeeping. “The previous owner 
was grumpy,” Duggento said. “People are coming in to see us 
because of our positive attitude and friendliness.”

Map showing the location of Butler Road (Butler Ln), on the 
Butler Farm on Irish Settlement Road at the northern end of 
Underhill’s Pleasant Valley. Indicated by the munber 11.
                                                                     PHOTO CONTRIBUTED

Mud Season, Vermont’s 5th season
By Nanette Rogers, Westford Town Clerk

The road foreman has posted all town roads in anticipation 
of mud season beginning this week. Roads will remain posted 
until the road foreman determines that mud season is over, which 
will be sometime in April or May depending on the severity. 
Occasionally, heavy trucks are permitted on the roads with 
permission of the road foreman. This is determined on a case-
by-case basis. Please contact John Roberts, 879-4306, for any 
questions pertaining to the roads being posted.

This is a good time to remind people of road maintenance 
during mud season. If you have lived in Westford for at least 
one mud season you are well aware of how quickly the roads get 
muddy and ruts appear, and how long they stay that way.

The severity of mud season will depend on how deep the frost 

is and how long it takes to come out of the ground, as well as how 
much sun and wind there is. The road foreman will be checking 
roads to determine if there are any places that need attention. The 
road crew will be doing as much as they can to repair roads but 
without causing further damage, which can be caused by driving 
the heavy dump trucks loaded with stone over unfrozen roads.

As mud season gets underway, the Town would appreciate 
your patience and understanding. We realize driving the back 
roads is difficult and hard on your cars and can be frustrating. 
We strongly suggest residents take the shortest route possible to 
a paved road – even though this may not be the shortest route to 
your destination. Reducing travel on the gravel roads as much as 
possible is recommended to minimize damage to the roads.

Thank you for your understanding while we maneuver through 
this season together.

Underhill Town Meeting results
By Sherri Morin, Underhill Town Clerk

AUSTRALIAN BALLOT QUESTIONS 
Article 1 Elect a Moderator for the ensuing year. 
Dan Manz – Yes 
Article 2 To elect all Town Officers and School Directors as 

required by law. 
Selectboard: Dan Steinbauer – 674 
Library Trustee: Vacant 
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Park District Trustee: James Massingham – 686 
MMMU School Director: Eric Gildemesiter – 685 
Article 3 Shall the voters approve total general fund 

expenditures of $1,273,045 of which $874,552 shall be raised 
by taxes, $313,494 by non-tax revenues, pursuant to 24 V.S.A. § 
2664? YES 664 NO 133 

Article 4 Shall the voters approve total highway fund 
expenditures of $1,868,554 of which $1,137,598 shall be raised 
by taxes, $730,956 by non-tax revenue pursuant to 24 V.S.A. § 
2664? YES 664 NO 132 

Article 5 Shall the voters allocate $80,000 from the 2020 
surplus to the Highway Contingency fund? YES 705 NO 91

Article 6 Shall the voters allocate $10,000 from the 2020 
surplus to the General Contingency fund? YES 699 NO 99 

Article 7 Shall the voters authorize the purchase of a dump 
truck by borrowing an amount not to exceed $180,000 for a term 
not to exceed five years, pursuant to 24 V.S.A. §1786a(b)? YES 
624 NO 160 

Article 8 Shall the Town establish a reserve fund to be called 
Tree Warden, which is to be used for roadside removal, treatment 
and planting of trees in accordance with 24 VSA § 2804? YES 
638 NO 157 

Article 9 Shall the Town vote to allocate $3000 from the 2020 

surplus to the Tree Warden reserve fund? YES 634 NO 153 
Article 10 Shall the Underhill Charter be amended to add 

Subchapter 6 as follows: 
Subchapter 6. Recall of elected town officers 
Any elected town officer may be removed from office subject to 

the following conditions and procedures: 
(a) A written petition, signed by not less than 15 percent of 

the registered voters of the town, seeking the removal of such 
town officer, and requesting a vote of the town at a regular or 
special town meeting called for the purpose, shall be filed with 
the selectboard and the town clerk. 

(b) The selectman shall call a special town meeting, to be held 
within 45 days of receiving the petition, to vote on whether the 
elected officer shall be removed, the vote shall be by Australian 
ballot. 

(c) If such a petition is approved by a majority of the ballots 
cast at said special town meeting, the town officer named in the 
petition shall thereupon cease to hold their office. 

(d) A vacancy resulting from the recall of an officer shall be 
filled in the manner prescribed by law. 

(e) A recall petition shall not be brought against an individual 
more than once within 12 months. 

YES 697 NO 92

Vermont Land Trust invites all to an online presentation, 
Abenaki Sugaring and Stories, on Thursday, March 25, 
7:00 PM. The world’s best maple syrup is made in Vermont. 
Using technology ranging from buckets to tubing, from the 
top of a woodstove to a high-tech reverse osmosis machine, 
sugarmakers condense sap from the maple tree to “liquid 
gold”. The Abenaki people, who lived on the land we now 
call Vermont for thousands of years, are an essential part of 
the sugaring story. They developed methods of tapping trees 
and using sap that they later taught to white colonists. Chief 
Don Stevens of the Nulhegan Band of the Coosuk-Abenaki 
Nation will share the maple syrup story and ancient Abenaki 
sugaring traditions. In an online conversation between Chief 
Don and VLT forester and sugarmaker Caitlin Cusack, we’ll 
explore the Abenaki relationship to the land and how the maple 
story is alive today in Abenaki-owned sugaring operations. 
Free and open to all. Any optional donations made during the 
registration process will go to the nonprofit Abenaki Helping 
Abenaki (https://abenakitribe.org/aha%2C-inc). For more 
information, contact katherine@vlt.org or 802-745-6304. 
Register at https://join.vlt.org/event/traditional-abenaki-
sugaring-and-stories/e324404. PHOTO CONTRIBUTED

The Abenaki people: essential 
to the sugaring story

IN-PERSON and VIRTUAL and SOCIALLY DISTANCED
Saturday, March 20
The Accidental Genealogist, 12:00 – 1:30 PM, on Zoom. 

Many years ago, Elise Guyette began researching an old and 
crumbled Black cemetery on Lincoln Hill in Hinesburg, VT. To 
discover who was buried there and the details of the community 
that surrounded it, she needed to use the methodologies of 
various areas of study: history, geography, archaeology, and the 
like. She also discovered the processes of genealogy, learning 
as she went along. In 2010, her research resulted in Discovering 
Black Vermont: African American Farmers in Hinesburg, 1790-
1870. In this talk, she details her experiences and the resources 
she used to uncover this previously unknown Black community 
in early Vermont. All classes $10. Register at www.vtgenlib.org 
by the deadline for registration, 12:00 PM on the Friday before 
the class. The library is currently closed. To check if we are open 
again, or for more details about a class, visit www.vtgenlib.org or 
call 802-871-5647.

Wednesday, March 24
Black Female Activists in Vermont – Racism in America 

Forum Series, 7:00 PM, on Zoom, hosted by Good Shepherd 
Lutheran Church, Jericho. Featuring Ebony Kirkland, Black Lives 
Matter, Vermont; Shela Linton, Organizer/program Coordinator, 
the Root; and Sha’an Mouliert, Community Organizer, Educator, 
Artist. Pre-registration required at https://goodshepherdjericho.
org/racism-in-america-forum/. If you’re unable to attend, you 
can view the recorded broadcast by logging into the Mount 
Mansfield Community Television, http://mtmansfieldctv.org. 

Thursday, March 25
Traditional Abenaki Sugaring and Stories, 7:00 – 8:00 

PM, online. The Abenaki people, who have lived on the land we 
now call Vermont for thousands of years, are an essential part of 
Vermont’s sugaring story. In a conversation between Chief Don 
and Vermont Land Trust forester and sugarmaker Caitlin Cusack, 
explore the Abenaki relationship to the land and how the maple 
story is alive today in Abenaki-owned sugaring operations. For 
information and to register, https://vlt.org/event/traditional-
abenaki-sugaring-and-stories. 

Backyard Composting Workshop, 4:30 – 5:30 PM, Zoom. 
Discover the benefits of “closing the loop” with your own 
household food scraps in this lively, online demonstration of a 
healthy compost system. Each video section will be followed by 
live Q&A sessions. Register in advance at https://us02web.zoom.
us/webinar/register/WN_SskGR1C-T52ZHq_SE88_XA.

Saturday, March 27
Next Steps with Your Family History, 12:00 – 1:30 PM, on 

Zoom. Get ready to go beyond the basics in your search for your 
family history. Marcie Crocker will talk about the use of research 
logs, timelines, maps, and more. She will also touch on why you 
might want to put some time into the history of the area and the 
languages that might be found in the area, as well as why you 
might want to research other family members and neighbors. 
All classes $10. Register at www.vtgenlib.org by the deadline 
for registration, 12:00 PM on the Friday before the class. The 
library is currently closed. To check if we are open again, or for 
more details about a class, visit www.vtgenlib.org or call 802-
871-5647.

Tuesday, March 30
Perspectives on Connection, Compassion, and Belonging, 

9:00 AM – 1:00 PM, Zoom. Howard Center’s fourth annual half-
day conference will offer various perspectives on connection, 
compassion, and belonging, including themes of confronting 
stigma, improving access, continuing advocacy, advancing 
policy, and giving voice. Hosted by Howard Center’s Catherine 
Simonson and moderated by Dr. Jude Smith Rachele of Howard 
Center and Abundant Sun, the conference features international 
speakers Rev. angel Kyodo Williams, a maverick dharma 
teacher; V (formerly Eve Ensler), a Tony Award playwright and 
author of The Vagina Monologues; and Dr. Laurie Santos, who 
teaches “Psychology and the Good Life,” a course on happiness 
and well-being, at Yale University. For more information and to 
register ($69), https://howardcenter.org/conference-2021/.

Managing Food Scraps at Rental Properties and Multi-Unit 
Residential Locations, 12:00 – 1:00 PM, Zoom. Managing food 
scraps in multi-unit residential settings poses unique challenges, 
complicated by having multiple parties involved. This webinar 
is designed to help landlords, property managers, homeowners’ 
associations, and others responsible for communal waste contracts 
to understand and navigate their options and obligations. Learn 
about best practices for each type of multi-residential setting to 
comply with the new food waste requirements that went into 
effect in July 2020. Register in advance at https://us02web.zoom.
us/webinar/register/WN_qFRbb8bgSeK1NrVNn2UCwA.

Thursday-Friday, April 8-9
VT Family Network Annual Conference, 9:00 AM – 2:30 

PM both days, Zoom. This free conference with the theme 
“Imagine, Inspire, Innovate” will bring speakers and practical 
information to families of children and youth with special 
health needs or disabilities and the professionals who serve 
them. Thursday’s key speaker Rachel Callander will join from 
Australia to speak on “Life, Love, and Awesomeness: The 
Impact and Implications of Language.” Friday, Karen Gaffney 
will speak of overcoming limitations and about what can be 
accomplished with positive expectations. Six workshops will 
include: using the “Charting the Life Course” tool; Resiliency 
and Self-care; Transition to Adulthood from both young adult and 
parent perspectives; navigating Care Conferences; and Anxiety/
Worry with the Puppets in Education program. Parents can chat 
over lunch. For more information and to register: https://www.
vermontfamilynetwork.org/events-news/annual-conference/.

Jericho elections, 
Town Meeting Day 2021

By Jessica Alexander, Jericho Town Clerk
Quick election night report: all articles on the ballot passed. 

Full report of election results are on the Jericho town website 
Elections page, https://jerichovt.org/Elections. You can also 
view a paper copy at the Jericho Post Office.

In summary: David Barrington was overwhelmingly reelected 
as Moderator, as was Jessica Alexander as Town Clerk; Erik 
Johnson was elected to the Selectboard, with 690 votes to Tim 

Westford Conservation 
Commission clarifies trail usage

By Luke Vidic, Community News Service
“Please, please, do not walk on the groomed trails,” Beth Alberelli 
said in a Front Porch Forum (FPF) post titled “Westford School 
Ski Trails.” Alberelli voiced her opinion on a topic which other 
skiers, snowshoers, and hikers have discussed on FPF. Hikers 
have walked on the groomed trails around Westford Elementary, 
marring the sections groomed for skiers.
In a FPF post, Andre and Becky Roy wrote, “I’m not sure why 
it is expected for the non-skiing community to have to resort 
to walking on the roads and putting ourselves and our dogs in 
danger with vehicles being driven too fast or to leave town when 
this land was acquired for outdoor activities.”
Any public trail is open to all non-motorized travelers. The only 
groomed public trails in the Westford area snake around the 
Westford Elementary School. Both the Westford Conservation 
Committee (WCC) and some local volunteers groom the trails. 
This is done for student skiers and for the general public.
Sarah Pinto of the WCC said, “a member of our group (WCC), 
along with at least two other volunteers from the Town, groom 
the trails as a means of trying to provide another winter activity 
option.”
According to the WCC, these trails are not skier exclusive, but 
proper trail etiquette asks that certain guidelines be followed:
• If you are walking or snowshoeing, please remain off the 
groomed portion as much as possible, or walk on the side of the 
groomed surface.
• If a track has been set please do not walk in it.
The WCC and the Westford Recreation Department purchased 
the groomer last year. The volunteers who groom the trails are 
not an organized group, though they work with members of the 
WCC.

“We (the WCC) don’t have exclusive rights to groom the trails. 
I think it’s being done just because people like to cross-country 
and skate ski,” Pinto said.
Wendy Doane, in FPF, added one other piece of advice: “If the 
track is allowed 12 hours to set up after grooming, it will become 
a harder more durable surface.” She said that if you see someone 
grooming the trails, “It would really be kind to delay your outing 
a few hours.”
In her post, Doane explained the history of the trails. According 
to Doane, the trails have been open to skiers since 1989. She said 
a group of parents formed a ski club and requested permission 
to use the trails from the school. “A used snowmobile was 
procured,” Doane wrote. “I think that Dale Rodgers brought it to 
town. The next ten years or so, Tom Lane kept it going with his 
own time, money, and Alaskan ingenuity.”
Doane wrote that the club maintained the trails and would find 
skis for students who wanted to participate in the afterschool 
program. Continuing, she wrote, “Eventually, Keith Wakefield 
(I think it was Keith) as the PE teacher added skiing to the 
curriculum. The effort to keep skis for students became a joint 
effort of the ski club and Keith.” Many other folks would join the 
effort, Doane said, all of whom were volunteers.
Doane urged all travelers to respect the care taken to maintain 
the trails: “We all have the right to walk anywhere on town land. 
We all have the choice to respect the desires of those who have 
given selflessly for years to maintain trails and then groom them 
for skiing.”
Doane concluded her post by noting “This dedicated volunteer 
effort has grown these trails; and Westford has a treasure in the 
heart of our town as a result.”
WCC trail guidelines for winter and spring travel are stated at 
https://westfordvt.us/wp-content/uploads/2020/01/Trail-Use-
Guidelines.pdf. Information about the WCC can be found at 
https://westfordvt.us/boards/conservation-commission.

Nulty’s 339. Article I, approving the town to pursue protection 
the Mobbs Farm property, was approved 1033 to 101. Article 
II, the Town Budget, was approved 1000 to 121. Article III, 
funding the Underhill-Jericho Fire Department, passed 1062 to 
60; Article IV was approved 907-216, creating a reserve fund for 
capital improvements to the Old Red Mill.

Thank you to the wonderful election workers who made this 
day possible. Thank you to the voters for coming out on this 
cold day as well as voters who were able to vote early. Looking 
forward to seeing you all in a traditional in person Town Meeting 
in March 2022.

NEWS BRIEFS

Seeing flames off 
of U.S. Rt. 2 – expected!

By Amy Grover, Bolton Town Clerk and Treasurer
The Amerigas Company is in the process of closing their 

propane facility located off Theodore Roosevelt Highway, to 
the southeast of the Bolton Country Store. Amerigas will be 
doing controlled burning at their facility – seeing flames is to be 
expected.

Subsequently Amerigas will be removing any remaining 
equipment by large crane in preparation for sale of the property. 
Residents should expect to see both activities on this property 
over the next several days/weeks.

Town Meeting 2021 video snapshot
By Angelike A. Contis, MMCTV

Here’s a short video from Mount Mansfield Community TV 
(MMCTV) providing a look at what Town Meeting Day voting 
was like in the three towns we cover: https://archive.org/details/
town-meeting-2021-local.

Thanks to everyone who appears in the video!

Income tax assistance, call 2-1-1
If you call 2-1-1 and ask for tax help, you will be set up for 

an appointment at University Mall in South Burlington. The 
organization is CVOEO (Champlain Valley Office of Economic 
Opportunity). Your income cannot be greater than $57,000. They 
are very helpful and professional and the service is free.

Reminder: no AARP 
tax prep service this year

The Franklin County district (D02) of AARP Foundation 
TaxAide, which serves the Franklin County Senior Center, 
Georgia Public Library, and Varnum Memorial Library in 
Cambridge for complementary tax preparation, has concluded 

News briefs continued on page 3
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Our Retail Stores are Open!
Stop in and see us, we have missed you!

Blue Mall, So. Burlington • 802-863-8306
Factory Location, Route 15, Jericho • 802-899-3373

SnowflakeChocolate.com
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that they cannot safely open for tax preparation for 2020 taxes. 
We regret not providing this service in the midst of the pandemic 
and look forward to next year’s tax preparation and being able to 
provide this valuable service.

Here are some alternatives for preparing your 2020 tax returns:
Find Free Tax Prep Near You: From the IRS to VITA Volunteer 

Income Tax Assistance (VITA): Under another federal grant 
program, IRS-certified VITA volunteers provide tax-preparation 
services to people who generally have income of $56,000 or less, 
as well as those with disabilities or limited English language 
skills. Call 800-906-9887 to find a nearby VITA site. Online 
assistance is also available.

Courtney Leitz elected 
Cambridge Selectboard Chair

By George Putnam, Cambridge Selectboard
The Cambridge Selectboard unanimously elected Courtney 

Leitz as its chair at its annual organizational meeting on 
Wednesday, March 3, 2021. To my knowledge, Courtney is the 
first woman to serve as Selectboard chair in Cambridge. Also to 
my knowledge, in 2019 she was the first woman elected to the 
Cambridge Selectboard.

Congratulations, Courtney!

Dana Sweet retires 
from Cambridge Selectboard

By Courtney Leitz, Cambridge Selectboard
It was with great reluctance that the Cambridge Selectboard 

accepted a letter of retirement, dated and effective Wednesday, 
March 3, 2021, from Dana Sweet at our meeting on that date. 
Dana was elected to the Selectboard in 1989 and has served his 
community with great dedication and heart for 32 years. He 
provided the Board with a wealth of institutional knowledge 
as well as a strong understanding of the town’s physical 
infrastructure. Under Dana’s tenure, the town replaced its entire 
infrastructure including the Town Garage, Town Hall, rescue 
building, and added a new fire station. Dana’s fiscal attention 
ensured that the town remained on solid financial ground.

Dana will be sorely missed and we don’t intend to let him go 
without the necessary fanfare. We are hopeful that we will soon 
be able to gather together and celebrate this valuable member of 
our town.

Per 24 V.S.A. § 963, the Selectboard will be embarking on 
the process to address this vacancy. More information on that 
process will be forthcoming.

Jeffersonville water system update
By Trevor Welch

Head Water/Wastewater Operator, Village of Jeffersonville
The water system for the Village of Jeffersonville is recovering 

after a huge water leak that happened last week (the first week 
of March). The Jeff Heights Reservoir has completely refilled, 
and has restored full pressure to all customers. The Seely Hill 
reservoir has refilled to about 60% of its capacity, and will likely 
top off next week (week of March 15).

Despite the chaos of last week, we had a back up generator 
installed at the Water Treatment Building. This was a grant-
funded project to help with emergency preparedness. If a natural 
disaster hits, we could go up to a week without any disruption 
to the water system. Assuming we could get fuel deliveries, the 
water system could run indefinitely without electricity. That’s 
pretty cool!

Jericho dog registration
By Jessica Alexander, Jericho Town Clerk

As of Friday, March 12, there are still 534 dogs to register. 
Jericho dogs should be registered by April 1 of each year. If 
you think your dog’s most recent rabies vaccine information is 
already on file with the town, just call or email to let us know that 
you still have your dog. It is fine to leave a message on the phone 
899-4936 x1 after hours, and we will mail you a tag.

If you have a new puppy, it can’t be registered until it receives 
its first rabies vaccine.

If you wish to provide the town with updated rabies vaccine 
info, you can drop the original certificate in the Town Hall 
drop box and we will mail it back to you with the renewed dog 
license. You can upload it on the dog registration page, https://
jerichovt.org/dog-registration, or scan and email the certificate 
to jerichovermont@yahoo.com.

The Jericho Select Board has waived the fee for timely dog 
registration by Thursday, April 1.

Jericho Town Republican 
Committee new faces/next steps

The Jericho Town Republican Committee has changed 
leadership. We would like to thank Jim and Janet Gallagher, 
Bert Lindholm, and Mary Coburn for their service to the people 
of Jericho. Jim has passed the baton to Paul Gross as the new 
Chairman. Carol Gross is Vice Chairwoman/Interim Secretary, 
Ned Dubois is Treasurer, and we have six additional committee 
members.

Our meetings will be held monthly. Our next meeting will 
be Wednesday, March 24 at 6:30 PM via Zoom. To request an 
invitation, please email either Paul Gross, phg3@comcast.net, or 
Carol Gross, carol.gross@UVM.edu.

Dog licenses due April 1
By Sherri Morin, Underhill Town Clerk

Dog licenses are due on Thursday, April 1! Vermont state law 
requires that all dogs six months and older be registered in the 
town where they reside. The cost is $12 for spayed/neutered 
dogs, $17 if intact. A current rabies certificate is required. Please 
mail a check or use the drop box outside the door. The license and 
tag will be mailed to you.

If you have any questions, please contact 899-4434 ext. 1 or 
smorin@underhillvt.gov.

Remember: a license is your pet’s phone call home!

Why is Westford’s 
Town Office door locked?

By Nanette Rogers, Westford Town Clerk
The Town Office door is locked so staff can manage the number 

of people in the limited space at the counter at any one given time 
because otherwise it cannot accommodate 6’ distancing.

When you arrive, please knock on the door for assistance and 
someone will be with you momentarily. If a staff member is on 
the phone, using the restroom, assisting someone at the counter, 
etc., they will not be able to respond to your knock immediately. 
If there are cars in the parking lot between the hours of 8:30 AM 
– 4:00 PM, then someone is at the office. If your wait seems extra 
long, please knock again.

We apologize for the inconvenience and thank you for your 
patience and understanding.

Westford draft hearing minutes, 
CCRPC traffic study report

By Nanette Rogers, Westford Town Clerk
Read the draft minutes from the Monday, March 1, 2021 

Public Hearing (Town Meeting) online at https://westfordvt.us/
wp-content/uploads/2021/03/2021-03-01-Draft-Selectboard-
Public-Hearing-Minutes.pdf.

At the request of the Selectboard, the Chittenden County 
Regional Planning Commission (CCRPC) conducted a traffic 
study on Old Stage Road, Brookside Road, Woods Hollow Road, 
and Cambridge Road last fall. The study has been uploaded to the 
town website and can be viewed at https://westfordvt.us/traffic-
studies/.

Westford: RFQ for Civil 
Engineer Services

By Melissa Manka, Westford Town Planner
The Town of Westford, and project partners (e.g., Vermont 

River Conservancy, Champlain Housing Trust, and Green 
Mountain Habitat For Humanity), will conduct site investigation, 
planning, and pre-development work on the property at 1705 
VT Rt. 128 in Westford. The work is funded through a Vermont 
Community Development Program (VCDP) Planning Grant.

The project will develop a site plan for the property which 
project partners envision a public river access, six to eight units 
of perpetually affordable housing, and a to-be-determined public 
facility use on the property. CCRPC is providing administrative 
and project management assistance to the Town of Westford. 
The Town of Westford is requesting qualifications for civil 
engineering and land survey services to support this project.

Questions about this Request for Qualification (RFQ), or the 
project, may be sent via email or phone to Taylor Newton, Senior 
Planner, tnewton@ccrpcvt.org or 802-578-4786. Please copy 
(Cc) Town Planner Melissa Manka, planner@westfordvt.us on 
all email correspondence. Questions are due by Friday, April 2, 
2021 at 3:00 PM. RFQ attachments may be found on the CCRPC 
website (https://www.ccrpcvt.org/resources/rfprfqgrants/).

Westford Selectboard February 25 
draft meeting minutes 

By Nanette Rogers, Westford Town Clerk
What is your Selectboard discussing? Read the minutes from 

their Thursday, February 25 meeting here: https://westfordvt.us/
wp-content/uploads/2021/03/2021-02-25-Draft-Minutes.pdf.

Did you know you can find Selecboard minutes going back as 
far as 2014 on the Westford, VT town website? Find them here: 
https://westfordvt.us/boards/selectboard/.

Heritage in Historic 
Homes in Jericho
If the walls could talk and the land could sing, what stories 
and history they would reveal. Join Bernie Paquette and 
Maeve Kim in unlocking the secrets, and the familiar, as 
Jericho, Vermont Historical Homes sing from town property 
records, speak from ancient archives, pass on their heritage, 
as community members translate and unlock a treasure trove, 
that of the life of Jericho abodes, inscribed over 100-plus years 
on hand-hewn beams, post-and-beam construction, scrawled 
on by small toddler hands onto twenty two inch floor planks; 
watch as long dormant seeds covered with soil in a landscape 
trotted over by generation of peoples, farm animals, and pets, 
quietly recorded by overflying owls; watch as they sprout and 
reveal their earthen Jericho enclave. Read the writing on the 
wall, layers upon layers from the scribbles at two feet up, to 
long tales traversing upwards to the ceiling and out onto the 
barn walls and stalls. Gauge the ages and longevity of family 
members of long ago by the hash marks on the door frames. 
Discover a hidden fireplace encasing a builder’s dropped and 
forgotten coin, perhaps a doll missing an eye inside the rafters, 
yellowed crinkly soiled letters behind insulation, newspapers 
from the early 1800s tacked to studs beneath plaster. We hope 
you are inspired to contribute to help create these posts, to 
share your own Jericho community memories and photos with 
us all. We will edit and post as few or as many houses and 
associated stories as the community cares to submit to us. We 
welcome short anecdotes or stories as well as longer researched 
material. No need to worry about the “historical” significance; 
instead, think, “What of Jericho community life (structures, 
land, people, events: text and or photos) from the past do I wish 
to share with others.” Please consider helping us open the door 
to this land we now call Jericho, heritage! p.s.: Though we have 
titled this project as Historic Homes in Jericho, we are open to 
posting photos and stories about any home, and any structure 
of any age, and land and families thereupon that folks care to 
submit.                                                    PHOTO CONTRIBUTED

Flying to paradise
By Douglas Boardman

Special to the Mountain Gazette
Paradise is normally defined as a place of extreme beauty. 

Paradise isn’t always as good as it appears in photos, etc. It could 
be close to where you live, or it could be a thousand miles away! 
People who have nothing feel like they are living in paradise if 
they get a hot meal and a mattress to sleep on, and other people 
are living in paradise and don’t appreciate it.

Hawaii itself is not paradise because there are volcanos that 
make a lot of land unlivable. My wife had wanted to go to the 
Hawaiian Islands, but I didn’t want to go because of the many 
hours to fly there. Finally, we got airplane tickets and hotels on 
Oahu, Maui, and Kauai, for 10 days. We got tickets in five-hour 
segments. Our first leg was from Burlington to Chicago. Next, 
we were supposed to go to San Francisco but they decided to go 
non-stop to Honolulu, which made it a ten-hour flight.

I have had many bad experiences on planes and the most 
serious was when I was in the bathroom and the plane dropped 
hundreds of feet and I got thrown all over the cabin. I couldn’t 
help spraying some urine around the bathroom and falling and 
trying to clean up with paper towel and toilet paper. Ever since 
that incident, I don’t go the bathroom on a plane. Therefore, 
holding it for ten hours and not being able to sleep, read, watch 
TV, and not being able to go to the bathroom gave me tremendous 

stomach pains and a severe headache. So, my first three days 
there I was feeling like crap.

The Hawaiian Islands are not all paradise. The prettiest island 
is Kauai, with beautiful tropical flowers, fruit trees, etc., but it 
rains every day. Some days it is a light mist but other times it 
pours. We were lucky to go on a horse ride through the mango 
trees. We got to eat the mangoes and there was a warm mist that 
felt great. We had rented a Volkswagen convertible, which was 
a mistake because we had to keep the top on the whole time to 
protect us from the rain and the sun.

Waikiki Beach was also great, and they had lots of small 
fish that we fed frozen peas to and they nibbled on our legs. 
We also went to the Dole pineapple plantation and picked some 
pineapples and ate them. There is nothing better tasting than 
fresh pineapple. We were entertained by fire and hula dancers. 
We also went to a pig roast where they wrap a pig in palm leaves, 
bury it, and roast it for hours. That was a special treat for me. 
The meat fell off the bones and was the most tender pork I ever 
had, with delicious seasoning on it. Every night they had a diver 
with a torch dive off Diamond Head. I will never go to Hawaii 
again because I have to fly there, and I realized that going to the 
Caribbean was paradise for me as long as I had my loving wife 
with me. And it was a much shorter plane ride!

We sometimes don’t appreciate the paradise that we live in 
because we experience it every day on our way home when we 

Community columns continued on page 5
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HEALTH NEWS

Jeanmarie Prunty, MD  
 Offers Clinics at Copley Hospital

N E U R O L O G Y  A T  C O P L E Y

Neurologist, Dr. Jeanmarie Prunty joins our team  
of providers offering clinics at Copley Hospital.    

Dr. Prunty offers comprehensive, compassionate  
care for patients with neurological disorders and  
diseases, including, but not limited to: Alzheimers, 
chronic pain, dizziness, headaches/migraine,  
multiple sclerosis, Parkinson’s disease, seizures,  
stroke and more.

Dr. Prunty has been a member of Copley’s  
medical staff since 1991. She serves as 
Copley’s Chief of Neurology Services and 
is Board Certified through the American 
Board of Psychiatry and Neurology.

Call 802-888-8260 to schedule an  
appointment. Dr. Prunty will see  
patients at the Multi-Specialty Clinic, 
1st floor at Copley Hospital.

528 Washington Highway 
Morrisville, VT 
www.copleyvt.org

[                                                          ]
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Sign up for COVID 
vaccination Phase 5B

Governor Scott moved up the signup date for vaccination 
signup for people in phase 5B. People over age 16 with certain 
medical conditions became eligible to sign up for vaccination 
beginning Thursday, March 11. Sign up for your vaccination 
appointment and learn more about which medical conditions 
qualify at https://www.healthvermont.gov/covid-19/vaccine/
getting-covid-19-vaccine.

Copley Hospital expands 
community COVID vaccine clinics

Copley Hospital has been given the green light to expand 
community COVID vaccination clinics beginning March 10. “As 
Governor Scott expands the population eligibility for the vaccine, 
there is a need for more clinics. We have been asked by the State 
to increase our clinics to accommodate 400 doses per day,” 
stated Copley CEO Joseph Woodin. “This is great news. We are 
excited to be providing vaccination clinics to our community. 
As healthcare workers, and some of the first to receive the 
vaccination, we are happy to see the outpouring of interest from 
our community. The sooner we are all vaccinated, the sooner we 
can get back to living normal lives.”

Copley began COVID vaccinations in December, beginning 
with healthcare workers. The hospital will soon complete the 
second doses for nearly 1200 healthcare workers. In February, 
community clinics were added, and we are now offering two clinic 
days per week, 400 doses for Phase 1B, community members 
55 years and older with certain high-risk health conditions. “We 
were happy to have been asked to provide community clinics. 
The clinics we provide are by appointment only – community 
members must register online at healthvermont.gov/MyVaccine 
or by calling 855-722-7878 to schedule an appointment at one 
of the clinics we offer,” said Jenn Holton-Clapp, Director of 
Quality, Risk, and Informatics.

Effective March 31, Copley will be offering two clinics per 
week, with the option to expand to three, at the Morrisville VFW. 
“As the State continues to expand the population eligibility, 
we needed to find a venue that provides better accessibility as 
well as sufficient space for check-in, vaccination stations, and a 
holding area,” commented Woodin. “We fortunately found that 
location and have worked out a schedule with the local VFW Post 
9653 on VWF Street, behind River Arts.” Holton-Clapp added, 
“Currently we are scheduled for Wednesdays and Thursdays. 
Again, these clinics are for people who have registered on the 
Vermont Department of Health’s website or called in. We will 
not be accepting walk-ins. By the end of April we will reach our 
goal of administering 500 first doses per week and 500 second 
doses per week.”

How to make an appointment: To register for a vaccine 
appointment, visit healthvermont.gov/MyVaccine (preferred 
method) or call 855-722-7878. Information you should have 
available when you schedule your appointment includes name, 
date of birth, address, email, phone number, and health insurance 
information.

Stay informed: The Vermont Department of Health’s website 
provides daily updates, general COVID information, etc. The 
site is very helpful and includes videos on how to make an 
appointment. 

As of March 11, in addition to those 65 and older, people 16 
and older with certain chronic conditions are also eligible to make 
a vaccine appointment. The Vermont Department of Health’s 
website provides a list of those conditions. 

The Copley community clinics are by appointment only. Walk-
ins will be turned away. Watch for ads in the local papers on dates 
and times of these clinics.

Variability of healthcare 
worldwide exposed by pandemic

By Angelina Kuzina
Essex Rescue

How do vulnerable communities respond to a pandemic? 
This question arose when my grandmother gave me COVID-19 
updates halfway across the world. The infrastructure, including 
hospitals, is reminiscent of the Soviet Union era and is left 
untouched by 21st century advancements in technology.

Spending a part of my life in Eastern Europe and hearing about 
my family’s encounters with the healthcare system over the years 
has heightened my awareness of the lack of access my family 
has to similar quality of medical care that I have. Significantly 
less expenditure on healthcare than other developed countries, 
unbalanced allocation of funds, and very little regulation has 
created a striking urban-rural split. Rural populations have 
disproportionately worse health and poorer access to healthcare 
than urban populations, and many times hospitals are struggling 
to provide basic needs. In a country with an existing healthcare 
crisis, an exacerbation of already-limited resources is inevitable 
during a pandemic.

My anxiety worsened once my grandmother was diagnosed 
with COVID-19 and admitted to her local hospital. Hospitals 
quickly reached capacity; a makeshift COVID unit consisted 
of couches and cots put together in the nurses lounge area and 
the hallways. A lack of PPE, medications, and equipment was 
leading to poor outcomes. I felt helpless when my grandmother 
was distressed by how quickly other patients were deteriorating, 
and the nurses were having to carry bodies out of the room 
frequently. The uncertainty of the progression of the disease 
paired with low quality care made me worrisome and I questioned 
what my grandmother’s outcome would be.

The pandemic has once again painfully shed light on the 
tremendous differences and barriers to healthcare. Seeing the 
images of the COVID-19 infectious units in my hometown 
hospital and hearing my grandmother’s experience in the hospital 
reminded me of my ability to easily access high quality care and 
treatment, and the limitations others face, leading to significantly 
different medical outcomes. The contrast of two healthcare 
systems gives me confidence in our healthcare system. I feel 
lucky to be here, in Vermont, during the pandemic and to have 
access to vaccinations and treatment.

4H VTEEN Science 
exploration begins March 31

Join Vermont 4H each week on Wednesdays, 3:30 – 4:45 
PM, starting March 31 for a virtual science café where you will 
meet scientists, learn about their work, explore different science 
pathways, and engage in informal discussions. The cafés are 
open to all youth in grades 7-12 in Vermont and beyond!

Registration is required to get the log-in access link: www.uvm.
edu/extension/youth/announcements. 

Here are the Spring Series schedule and topics (all are on 
Wednesdays):

March 31: What’s Going on Under There? How Does 
Vermont’s Spring Snowmelt Period Affect the Soil Ecosystem? 

April 7: Outsmarting the Outbreak: Keeping Diseases at Bay 
with Biosecurity

April 14: Foundations of Neural Development 
April 21: Humor Perception and Creation as a Social-Cognitive 

Process in the First Year of Life 
April 28: Vermont’s Herpetofauna
May 5: Becoming a Doctor: A Look Inside Medical Education 

and Human Physiology
May 12: Extreme Weather: The Climate Changes That We 

Feel
May 19: Sustaining Forests in An Uncertain Future
May 26: Tails from a Wild ER: Rehabilitating Wild Birds of 

Prey and Other Critters
June 2: How Humans and Forests React to an Invasive Species
June 9: Backyard Wildlife Encounters: Making the Most of 

Your Trail Camera
June 16: The Role of Statistics in Generating Accurate Future 

Climate Projections
Participants must register to get the log-in access link. For 

more information, go online to www.uvm.edu/extension/youth/
announcements.

To request a disability-related accommodation to participate 
in this program, please contact Lauren Traister, 4-H Teen & 
Leadership Program Coordinator, 802-888-4972.

4H NEWS

CAMP INFORMATION

Summer Camps 
at the Barn School in Westford

The Barn School will be offering summer camps this year 
most weeks between June 14 and August 20. Register online at 
https://forms.gle/WYiWX9iVnjJY5nCB9.

Lots of outdoor play, fun activities, projects, and time to 
play! Camps will follow all protocols and safety procedures 
for safe operation. Please email with any questions: Kara@
thebarnschoolvt.com.

Hoops 101 basketball camp 
MMYBL is pleased to announce that MMU Boys Varsity Head 
Coach Dan Hamilton is hosting his “Hoops 101” co-ed camp for 
grades 4-8 this summer at MMU from Monday-Friday, June 28-
July 2. Camp sessions will run 9:00 AM – 12:00 PM. The cost 
is $135. Space is limited so register now to secure your player’s 
spot in this awesome camp.
More information is available at http://mmybl.org/site/.

ECHO summer camp 
registration is now open

The ECHO Center on the Burlington waterfront offers one-
day and week-long science, stewardship, and design themed 
day camps during summer break and school vacation. A day at 
ECHO camp can move from a behind-the-scenes observation of 
ECHO’s animal care activities to a LEGO engineering challenge. 
Led by STEM educators with an instructor-to-child ratio of 
approximately 1:6, our program adheres to physical distancing 
guidelines with small groups, extra time outside, and cleaning 
protocols. Please note: masks are required.

Program offerings for grades 1-3 include: S.T.E.A.M. Camp, 
Science of Superheroes, and Animal Adventures. For grades 3-5: 
Ecosystem Explorers, and Fantastic Forces

ECHO has limited scholarship funds available for those 
requiring financial assistance to participate in our camps. 
Questions? Contact camps@echovermont.org.

For more information, go online to https://www.echovermont.
org/events-programs/camps/.

Registration open for Part 2: 
the Early Years summer camp

Enrollment is now open for Part 2: The Early Years Summer 
Camp at Richmond Elementary School! We will offer six weeks 
of fun weekly themes, on-site water play, and lots of outdoor 
time! We will differentiate activities to gear them towards the 
different age groups’ interests and abilities. The children will be 
able to go on field trips throughout the summer.

There are flexible enrollment options to work with your 
summer plans. For more information, please visit our website 
(www.parttwokids.com) or contact Joanne, joanne@part2kids.
com.

YMCA summer camp registration
We are excited for summer, are you? Have your kids join us 

at camp locations in Burlington, North Hero, Underhill, Georgia, 
Waterbury, and Fletcher.

• Burlington – three day camps, each with eight one-week 
sessions, for ages post-K to age 12, ages 8-14 (girls and gender 
non-conforming), and ages 8-14 co-ed;

• North Hero – Camp Abenaki, tech-free overnight and day 
camp for boys;

• Underhill, Georgia, Waterbury, Fletcher – Camp Koda, 
post-K to age 12, with three- and five-day options.

The Y offers financial assistance to qualifying families. For 
more information, visit www.gbymca.org/camp.
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go by Chamberlin’s farm and see the fall colors on the right and 
left and Mount Mansfield in all its glory straight ahead. People 
stop there to take beautiful pictures without the wires and utility 
poles in the way. Some people come from thousands of miles 
away to get that picture and we drive by it every day. Best of all, 
some of us have a loving partner at home!

Next column: Short flying tropical vacation

Call of the wild: 
wildlife management amidst 

winds of change
By David F. Kelley, Vermont Wildlife Coalition

Vermont’s House Natural Resources Committee is considering 
reforms to wildlife management. It is about time. In Vermont, 
wildlife is a public trust. Like any trust, the trustees have a duty 
to avoid waste and to act in the best interests of the beneficiary. 
In this case the beneficiary is the public. Management decisions 
should be in the public interest and should be based on sound 
science. Today they are not. The final decision making power over 
much of Vermont’s wildlife doesn’t rest with the professionals 
at the Vermont Fish and Wildlife Department. That power rests 
with a volunteer board appointed for six-year terms. That Board 
is chosen in an opaque, closed-door process, without public 
input or review. Qualified applicants frequently don’t even get an 
acknowledgment of their application.

It is a wildlife management scheme left over from another 
era, and it is impervious to change. The Board has refused to 
end killing contests. It has refused to end no-bag-limits on some 
wildlife. It has refused to end the 24/365 open season for some 
species. The board ignores the advice of experts on critical issues 
such as moose hunts. It willingly extends trapping seasons for 
river otters, despite the fact that river otters in Vermont are listed 
as a Species of Greatest Conservation Need. The board continues 
to allow bears to be hounded by packs of dogs even while cubs 
are still nursing. Today it is a board that doesn’t even represent 
the interests of many hunters and fishermen, much less the public.

As the human footprint gets bigger our economy, our 
climate, and our culture are all changing. Worldwide, wildlife 
populations have shrunk by two-thirds in the last 50 years. Here 
in Vermont there are now 36 animals designated as endangered 
and 16 animals designated as threatened. Our Agency of Natural 
Resources says Vermont is losing over 1500 acres of significant 
wildlife habitat every year. As technology evolves, smart rifles, 
drones, GPS systems, radio collars, and live action trail cams 
make it even more imperative that we begin an open, transparent, 
and public conversation about our rules concerning wildlife.

I grew up in a Vermont family, steeped in Vermont’s hunting 
and fishing tradition. Among genuine Vermont hunters and 
fishermen (I should say fisherpeople, because my wife fishes as 
much as I do), respect for the animals whose lives we take to feed 
ourselves is the eleventh commandment, and wanton waste of 
wildlife is a cardinal sin. Whether we hunt, fish, or just observe 
wildlife, almost all Vermonters have an abiding appreciation for 
wildlife. We passed an endangered species act a year before the 
federal government. According to data from the U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service, the amount of time Vermonters spend hunting, 
fishing, and wildlife watching is second only to Alaskans.

Even funding to support wildlife management is changing. 
The sale of hunting and fishing licenses today accounts for about 
a quarter of the state Fish and Wildlife budget. As important 
as that contribution is, a similar amount now comes from the 
General Fund. But the largest share comes from federal taxes, 
the vast bulk of which are generated by the sale of gas, pleasure 
craft, yachts, and other products that are unrelated to hunting and 
fishing.

Vermonters sense these winds of change. In a recent poll, the 
University of Vermont’s Center for Rural Studies asked: Should 
regulations that impact wildlife that is trapped, hunted, or fished 
be made by a volunteer board appointed by the governor, or by 
professional staff from the Department of Fish and Wildlife? The 
overwhelming majority favored regulations established by the 
professional staff of the Department of Fish and Wildlife.

It is time for the Fish and Wildlife board to become advisory, 
like other boards. The process for selecting members to serve 
on the board should be open and transparent. The board should 
reflect the diversity of all Vermonters, including the diversity 
within the angling and hunting community. It is time to recognize 
the need for new policies shaped by sound science, professional 
wildlife biologists, and the public interest.

During the civil rights movement Phil Ochs sang, What’s that I 
hear? It’s the sound of freedom calling. It’s the sound of old ways 
falling. Now it is also the sound of wildlife and wildlife habitat 
calling. Fortunately some Vermont legislators are listening.

A Gospel Workshop, part 1
By Sue Kusserow

Special to the Mountain Gazette
About 25 years ago, I was a Visiting Professor at the University 

of Portland, teaching Home Health Nursing. This was one of my 
adventures, written while I was there. It is long… there will be 
two more parts coming soon. But I wanted to use it now, in honor 
of Black History Month.

It is Thursday evening in Portland, Oregon, and I am heading 
down Martin Luther King Avenue to find Missouri Street. Nancy 
Smith, who answered when I called the number listed in the local 
paper about a gospel singing workshop, told me explicitly how 
to get there: “Go to Albina Avenue, then Mississippi Street, and 
then onto Missouri Street.” This section of Portland has many 
small bungalows crowded close together, near the noise of 
constant traffic on Interstate 5, that edges Missouri Street. A dog 
is chained to a fence post at a tiny house next to the Emmanuel 
Baptist Church; he rouses to look at me, then continues to scratch 
and roll in the dust of his circumferential world. I wait for a bit, 
wondering if I really want to do this? But eventually I go in and 
find Nancy Smith, a big friendly woman full of greeting and 
warmth. As the rest of the group gathers, I am generally ignored, 
but not in an impolite way; rather, as a minority group is treated 
by a majority culture… and I am the only white person here. I 
sit in the pew, next to a young girl and a child of one or so, who 
decides that he wants to climb on my lap and play with my keys. 
His caretaker, though, decides that there has been enough, and 
picks him up… to transfer him to another older woman who may 
or may not be his mother. And it doesn’t matter; children are a 
part of this church community, everyone knows them and takes 
care of them. There is the direct quick slap on the face or fanny 
that replaces the guilt that my culture uses… done often as a 
declaration of some kind of possession… an interplay between 
the powers of command and forgiveness. And the kids just cuddle 
closer with aggrieved looks on their faces, until they worm their 
way, once again, into the laps of the powerful ones in their lives.

Sister Wilder gives a talk to the presidents, secretaries, 
members of the four choirs represented at this workshop: “Now 
you know what the most important thing is? To stop gossiping 
and to help your fellow singer. We’re all here to tell the story 
of Jesus, isn’t that right? Nobody brought you here, pulled you 
down the aisle, said SING. You’re here because you want to tell 
your story to God, to be part of His love. He will take care of us, 
if we honor Him, now isn’t that right, brothers and sisters? I don’t 
hear anything… what’s the matter! This is not my talk; you have 
to help me!” And the Amens increase as the hands go up, palms 
toward the pulpit, fingers relaxed and spread, waving very slightly 
with all the ease of habit. Speaker after speaker gets up and tells 
why choirs are important in worship; the kids run around from 
lap to lap. I sit and try and voice an occasional Amen, but find it 
so distant from my own type of religious training that, much as I 
would like to join in, it doesn’t work for me. I wonder when we 
are going to sing, but then I am asked to introduce myself, and I 
explain the marvel that I found this notice in the paper, wanted 
to come, and got here, which inspired many boisterous Amens.

Finally we form a circle, about 70 of us, and sing Hallelujah 
in three parts while Sister Roland asks, in a long soliloquy, for a 
blessing on this workshop. The parts are easy: a 1-3-5 or 5-7-3 
sequence on an 8-note scale. Everyone knows it, predicts it, sings 
it. When we finally get to the actual music, pitches are given 
quickly, sentences are lined out by the leader, and we imitate. 
There are some innovations new to me: hand signals, single 
words repeated over and over, bridges, melisma ‘slides,’ vamps. 
As the evening goes on, the pitch and volume (both physical and 
mental) becomes frenetic. There are snare drums and cymbals 
played by a teen-aged boy; there is an organ and a piano. There 
are microphones for each of these, plus for the soloists. There 
is no score; players improvise very skillfully. Brother Terence, 
president of a visiting choir just down the street, is more formal 
in his instructions, hollowed out of the general singing with a 
deep bass voice. Sister Roslyn jumps all over, from the pulpit to 
the floor, to the sections, singing all the time, dancing and jiving 
to the rhythm, her hands spiked by scarlet nails, urging us on. 
“Hey, these soloists need some help; they need some shouting, 
some encouragement. Where are you, choir?” The soloists are 
greeted with: “Hey, I’ve heard you do it better! Good Sister 
Bertha, you’ve got it… Amen!” Clapping is not only expected, 
it is necessary to the rhythm and the dialogue. After two hours, 
I’ve had it, the children are collapsed on various laps. But the 
beat goes on!

Next: Part 2, The Saturday Night Concert

Vermont: reactive or reactionary?
By Bill Schubart

To our detriment, we’re largely a reactive state.
Our ship of state is captained from the stern. We scan our wake 

for bad signs. A corpse floats by… we need a law. A raw sewage 
dump or fish-kill fouls our wake… we need a law. A power boat 
swamps a canoe... we need a law. The water doesn’t freeze in 
February… we need a law.

We’re neither strategic nor preemptive. We appoint 
commissions. We study things. And when and if we finally act, 
we overlook the connected nature of our problems, and so our 
“solutions” are too narrowly focused and generate unintended 
consequences on which we pile new legislation.

The last government strategic planning resource in Montpelier 
was inaugurated by Governor Snelling but then phased out by a 
succeeding administration in a “cost-saving” effort.

To have a yearly budget of over $7 billion that is not based 
on ongoing, institutionalized strategic planning would be 
unimaginable in any $7.2B business with some 8000 employees.

Likewise, our two-year term for leadership positions is a 
longstanding joke. Almost twenty years ago, I was invited, as 
Chair of the VT Business Roundtable, by Senator Bill Doyle 
to testify in Government Operations in support of a four-year 
leadership term. Discussed periodically since then, the idea 
has gone nowhere. What proven leader would sign a two-year 
employment agreement for an enterprise the size of Vermont?

We will continue to tread water policy-wise until we learn to 
elect leaders with a proven long view and for an appointment 
cycle long enough for them to learn, derive consensus, and 
implement strategic solutions.

Our major challenges are well-understood and quantified – 
and experienced by most Vermonters: full and affordable access 
to physical and mental healthcare, food security, education, 
jobs, child care, broadband, public transportation, and housing. 
Integral to all these are environmental degradation, the criminal 
justice system, the tax code, and the foundering industrialized 
food chain.

In my 40 years observing Vermont politics, I see us holding 
hearings, paying for studies and consultants, fretting, and 
sometimes even legislating, but too often in a scattershot manner, 
missing the obvious fact that these challenges are all interrelated.

By way of example: lack of public transportation affects 
criminal justice, education, healthcare, jobs, the environment, 
and housing, among other things. Environmental issues affect 
health, agriculture, housing, transportation. The crisis in post-
secondary education affects jobs, health, education, the food 
chain, criminal justice, and so on.

Consider:
An abused, abandoned, malnourished, or homeless child 

rarely prioritizes learning. In 2016, the per pupil cost of special 
ed was $21,840 over the standard per pupil spending of $19,340 
for general education.

Sequestered in an emergency room for lack of a mental health 
placement, someone in an emotional crisis is at increased risk for 
self-harm, suicide, or addiction, and may end up in the criminal 
justice system.

The parolee caring for a sick child or whose car won’t start 
and misses her parole hearing in White River may end up back in 
prison on a technical violation.

We are funding and building a childcare system, even as we 
close community schools and shred the fabric of our small towns. 
Why don’t we just open them to earlier ages? Isn’t “childcare” 
essential early education? Shouldn’t it be?

The minimum wage-earner with no public transportation 
options drives a $500 gas guzzler retired by those of us who can 
afford hybrids and electric vehicles (EVs), furthering damaging 
our environment and health.

The dairy farmer whose labors barely cover his costs must use 
glyphosate or chlorpyrifos – both banned in the E.U. – to sustain 
his monocropping enterprise, and unwittingly or unwillingly 
poisons soils, air, aquifers, and waterways.

The rising cost and diminishing applications to Vermont’s 21 
colleges further threaten Vermont’s rural economy where many 
campuses exist.

The plumber’s assistant showing promise gets a modest raise 
and then loses her Section 8 housing voucher (the “benefit cliff”).

The political obsession with lowering taxes ignores the better 
option of hiring experienced leadership and management to 
achieve more with less.

We spend $90,000 a year incarcerating women jailed for crimes 
of poverty or addiction, while the tuition cost for Community 
College of Vermont (CCV) is $6600 and the outside cost for a 
month of inpatient rehab is $30,000.

Obesity, the genesis of many chronic diseases, is endemic, and 
yet our antiregulatory zeal prevents us from taxing or regulating 
the industrialized food chain that feeds it.

During the pandemic, we’ve deployed telemedicine and 
distance-learning but are juggling a hodge-podge of plans for 
funding broadband access to those who need it most.

One of my children turns down their annual raise to maintain 
Medicaid availability, as she cannot afford health insurance.

Under the government lens now are dairy and agriculture 
policy, childcare, broadband, the Vermont State College System, 
hunger, housing, healthcare, the tax code, environmental quality. 
There are almost 300 bills pending in the House and another 88 
in the Senate.

Who is looking at all these bills and connecting the dots in a 
way that leads us to more efficient spending and better outcomes 
for Vermonters?

Vermont’s revered motto expresses the goal of equilibrium 
between our commitments to freedom and to unity.

Today we are a house divided – Freedom vs. Unity – me 
versus us.

Politicians – as opposed to leaders – routinely define 
themselves by what they’re for and what they’re against, and 
we elect them based on that knowledge. Imagine a leader who 
helped us understand how we are all connected and subject to the 
same challenges.

Until we knit this fundamental fracture and elect people who 
bring us together and restore belief in good government, we’ll 
never experience our own interconnectedness, our “ Unity.” And 
we’ll continue generating less than effective legislation on an 
issue-by-issue basis, as if our challenges existed apart from the 

Community columns continued from page 3

With spring almost here, spring cleaning appears to be on 
everyone’s minds but our children’s, so let me dust off a few tips 
on getting your children to clean up their rooms or do any other 
household chores without making a mess of the situation.

To begin with, it is important to realize that when your children 
help out with chores, there are benefits that extend beyond just 
getting a job done. Doing chores teaches a child how to contribute 
to a team — in this case the family — and allows them to feel 
valued and competent which in turn can enhance self-esteem. 
So, if you want to make chore-doing by your children a painless 
reality for them and for you, I’ve got some suggestions.

Teach your children to clean up when they’re toddlers. Initially, 
you should make it fun or even make a game of it, such as racing 
to see who can put the most blocks in the bin or stuffed animals 
into the toy chest. This then creates a routine. Sorting things by 
color or type or of toy can be something young children can do 
and learn from. Giving your child a choice of chores often makes 
them feel more in control of the situation.

Plan the cleanup just before an activity your child will truly 
enjoy, such as going outside, so that the activity serves as an 
incentive to get the work done.

Never surprise your child with an unexpected cleanup task but 
give them a warning that some cleaning up is going to happen. 
Clearly state what the chore is. Don’t give them too many chores, 
which can overwhelm them, but do tell them what is expected on 
a daily or weekly basis. And build the chore into the structure of 
your child’s and family’s day, which should also include time for 
play as well as time for homework and meals.

Don’t offer financial rewards for cleaning up routine things 
if you want your children to understand this is a necessary 
part of your home life and not a personal choice on their part. 
Instead, praise can work a lot better in motivating your child and 
guaranteeing success.

Parents, set a good example and keep your areas of the house 
clean as well, or your children will not want to keep theirs in 
order.

Hopefully, tips like these will clean up any concerns you have 
the next time you want to succeed in getting your children to 
clean up their rooms. 

Lewis First, MD, is Chief of Pediatrics at UVM Children’s 
Hospital of Vermont and Chair of the Department of Pediatrics 
UVM’s Larner College of Medicine

A mess of advice about children and chores
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COVID Vaccination Clinics  
 

Copley Hospital will be holding COVID vaccination clinics at the  
Morrisville VFW Post 9653  - 28 VFW Street (behind River Arts) 
Clinics are by appointment only
Wednesday, March 31st,   7:00-10:15am; 1st dose
Thursday, April 1st,             7:00-10:15am; 1st dose         10:45am-2:00pm, 2nd dose
Wednesday, April 7,            7:00-10:15am; 1st dose         10:45am-2:00pm, 2nd dose
Thursday, April 8,                 7:00-10:15am; 1st dose         10:45am-2:00pm, 2nd dose
Wednesday, April 14,          7:00-10:15am; 1st dose         10:45am-2:00pm, 2nd dose
Thursday, April 15,               7:00-10:15am; 1st dose         10:45am-2:00pm, 2nd dose
Please arrive no earlier than 5 minutes before your scheduled time

How to Make an Appointment:
To register for a vaccine appointment, visit  
healthvermont.gov/MyVaccine (preferred method)  
or call 855-722-7878. Please have your name, date of birth,  
address, email, phone number, and health insurance  
information available. The website also provides helpful tips 
on registering including videos.

101-year-old Richard Abare of Morrisville receives his first dose at Copley’s COVID vaccine clinic.

For a full schedule of clinics visit www.copleyvt.org

It’s March: time to plan 
the garden, and start some seeds

March is here. The sun is higher in the sky, the days are 
getting longer, and the snow is beginning to melt. Now is the 
ideal time to plan for your summer garden. At Deborah Rawson 
Memorial Library (DRML), we have a variety of gardens. One 
of our favorites is the vegetable garden. Master Gardeners plant 
and harvest vegetables to share with our friends at the Jericho-
Underhill Food Shelf, located at the Good Shepherd Lutheran 
Church. The vegetable garden at DMRL is planted and cared for 
by volunteers. Many are UVM Extension Master Gardeners, but 
some are very savvy local gardeners.

When planning your summer garden and before you purchase 
any seeds, ask yourself these four questions:

• How much time do you have? Big gardens take more time 
than small ones, but every garden will take some time from your 
schedule. 

• How much space do you have and how much sunlight?
• What do you and your family like to eat? 
• What can you grow in the length of our growing season?
As soon as you figure out what vegetables will work in your 

space, it is time to purchase seeds. This is especially true because 
if you want to grow a lot of plants, buying packs of seeds is 
usually more economical than buying individual seedlings from 
the nursery. Seeds can be purchased locally or from a seed 
catalog, but order early. The earlier you order, the more likely 
you are to get the seeds you want because the more popular ones 
can sell out quickly. Also, some of the regional companies carry 
seed varieties better suited to Vermont. 

It is also time to purchase soil specially designed for starting 
seeds and containers for seed starting. Most seed catalogs, 

gardening supply, and hardware stores sell seedling flats, peat 
pots, and other growing containers, but egg cartons make good 
containers for the earliest stages of seed starting, too. If you wish, 
it is possible to start your seeds in something simple, like yogurt 
cups or sour cream containers. Simply clean them out and poke 
a few drainage holes in their bottoms. They are generally large 
enough to house one or two small seedlings for a few weeks. 
Now you have everything you need.

New gardeners ask, “When should I start seeds?” It really 
depends on where you are and what you are planning to grow. We 
asked the gardeners DRML when they start seeds; each gardener 
has a different idea. Ann Squires plants early. She plants early 
to harvest early. Charlie Nardozzi suggests new gardeners use 
the schedule for planting seeds we use at the DRML vegetable 
garden. On March 20, start your pepper seeds. On April 3, start 
your cabbage and tomato seeds. On May 8, start your flowers, 
squash, and cucumber seeds. Basically, plants should be about 
six to eight weeks old when they go into the garden, depending 
on the weather. That means starting them indoors in mid-March 
or early April. Most vegetables need between six to eight hours 
of direct sun, so it is helpful to have a sunny windowsill or a 
grow light if you are sowing your vegetable seeds indoors in late 
winter.

If you are thinking of starting some seeds, now is the month 
to really begin sowing. Some crops to start indoors are broccoli, 
brussels sprouts, cabbage, lettuce, and tomatoes. Also, crops with 
a slower root development, like cauliflower, celery, eggplant, and 
peppers, should also be started indoors. Tender vegetables like 
tomatoes, eggplants, and peppers are very susceptible to the cold 
temperatures of our Vermont spring, so it is best to start them 
indoors and keep them safe from unpredictable weather.

We love to provide some of our plants with a head start by 

starting seeds indoors. We hope you decide to plant some seeds 
this spring. It is a great way to grow plants and get ready for 
your summer garden. Planting seeds is fun and rewarding. If you 
would like more information, please contact Susan Adams. She 
would be happy to answer your questions and provide you with 
links for your gardening questions: sadams15@comcast.net.

DEBORAH RAWSON MEMORIAL LIBRARY
Deborah Rawson Memorial Library has gone back to curbside 

only. We will open again for appointments once we see COVID 
numbers declining.

Curbside hours: Tuesdays and Thursdays, 1:00 – 7:30 PM; 
Wednesdays and Fridays, 1:00 – 5:30 PM; and Saturdays, 11:00 
AM – 1:30 PM. You may place items on hold at https://drml.
bywatersolutions.com. You will receive an email or a phone call 
when your item is ready. Just let us know what day you would like 
to pick it up by calling 899-4962 or emailing rawsonlibrary@
drml.org. Items may be returned in the book drop any time. Items 
are quarantined up to a week before they are checked in. Our 
WiFi remains active and is accessible from the parking lot or 
other areas adjacent to the building. WiFi is available 24/7. A 
password is not needed to connect. Please be aware that our WiFi 
does not offer a secure connection.

Adult Programs
Unless otherwise noted, all programs are free and open to all, 

but registration is required. To register, please email program_
assistant@drml.org.

Legislative Update — Tuesday, March 16, 6:00 PM. Join local 
representatives George Till and Trevor Squirrell for an update 
on the current legislative session. Registration required. This 
program uses the application Zoom.

All month long!
Youth Art Month Window Gallery – March is youth art month 

and we’d love to feature your artwork in our windows! Drop off 
your art in the cardboard box beneath the puzzle and craft table. 
Please include your name, what you made your art with, anything 
else you want to say about your piece, and contact information so 
we can get it back to you at the end of the month.

Weekly
Curbside Crafts (all ages) Crafts on Wednesdays. They will 

be put out with the curbside pickups starting Wednesday at 1:00 
PM, and are first come first served. If you would like a copy of 
the instruction sheet for a craft, please email youth_librarian@
drml.org. Crafts this month are egg carton critters, celebrating 
spring, leprechaun traps, and bunny ear headbands!

Zoom Story Time (baby/preschool) — Tuesdays, 10:30 AM. 
Join Ms. Abbey for stories, songs, rhymes and felt board fun 
live-streamed right to your home! This will happen each Tuesday 
morning in March from 10:30 – 11:00 AM. Call 899-4962 or 
register for a meeting link here: http://bit.ly/drmlyouth321.

Sign up for these great programs!
Young Writers Group (teens/tweens) — Thursday, March 25, 

4:00 PM. Mad libs, writing skill, and free write time, oh my! 
Come hang out with the young writers and all this fun could be 
yours to have. Call 899-4962 or register here for a meeting link 

http://bit.ly/drmlyouth321.
Ongoing at your leisure
Digitally browse new youth books at our website! Find what 

you want, place a hold and give us a call to let us know when you 
want to pick them up curbside.

Board Games – Looking for a screen-free family activity? 
Check out one of our brand new board games! Place a hold 
through the online catalog, or call the library to reserve one for 
your family game night. Here is a brief description of our games: 
Pictureka is a game of visual hide and seek. Catan is the classic 
game of collecting and trading resources to build settlements. 
Telestrations is kind of like Telephone and Pictionary had a 
hilarious baby. Lanterns is a beautiful, peaceful tile matching 
game. Codenames is a team based guessing game great for 
deductive reasoning. Check out our YouTube channel for video 
instructions on how to play these games: https://youtube.com/
playlist?list=PLmLG9hSKPW1d1s3dhORdnKlL5HT6iUmIu.

Beanstack Reading Challenges – Beanstack is a free and 
mobile-friendly reading tracker app with reaching challenges 
specially curated for you by Vermont librarians. Sign up today 
and get started on the Red Clover, Golden Dome, and Green 
Mountain book award reading challenges. Be on the look out for 
even more coming soon! Visit https://vermont.beanstack.org/ to 
get started.

1000 Books Before Kindergarten – You can jump into 
the 1000 Books Before Kindergarten program at any 
time! Visit their website for reading logs or to get the app, 
https://1000booksbeforekindergarten.org/. When you’re ready, 
schedule a curbside pick up to get books. Have questions? Email 
youth_librarian@drml.org for more information.

Winter Citizen Science – Want to turn your curiosity into 
action? Check out this list of citizen science initiatives curated 
just for your winter fun! https://scistarter.org/list/1182

For a full list of online resources, including digital e-book and 
audio book services, classes including language courses, and 
compilations of filmed programs, please visit https://www.drml.
org/how-to-use-a-closed-library/.

Contact information: email rawsonlibrary@drml.org; website 
www.drml.org; phone 802-899-4962.

JERICHO TOWN LIBRARY
We want to be sure that our current hours and services are 

working well for everyone. Thank you for taking a few minutes 
to fill out our brief, completely anonymous survey: https://forms.
gle/jvKjdapQZT26L1Bw8. Hearing from you is so helpful!

We are open by appointment, 10:00 AM – 4:00 PM Tuesday-
Friday, and 10:00 AM – 2:00 PM Saturday, and are still filling 
curbside pickup orders, so keep ’em coming! You can sign up 
for a 30-minute browsing session, submit a curbside request, 
and read more about our COVID-19 policies here: https://www.
jerichotownlibraryvt.org/covid-19-policies.html.

We do a very brief health screening at the door, including 
a temperature check with a contactless thermometer and 
a question about if you have left the state in the past 14 days 
and followed state-mandated quarantine policies. Masks and 6’ 
social distancing procedures are still absolutely required. You 
can read our full reopening plan on our website: https://www.
jerichotownlibraryvt.org/covid-19-policies.html. If you are sick, 
please stay home. If a family member is sick, please stay home. 
We are doing our part to keep the community safe, and we ask 
you to do the same.

We look forward to having everyone back and happy reading 
— Gretchen Wright, Director, Jericho Town Library

Library hours are Tuesday-Friday, 10:00 AM – 4:00 PM and 
Saturday, 10:00 AM – 2:00 PM. Please check our website and the 
notice boards outside of the library for updates. 

For more information on programs and library services, please 
visit our website www.jerichotownlibraryvt.org or call 899-4686.

VARNUM MEMORIAL LIBRARY JEFFERSONVILLE
As we celebrate Vermont’s coming Spring (or Mud Season), 

the Varnum is excited to offer a grab-and-go kit for you to create 
a Peep-based diorama! Using the Peeps and craft supplies (as 
well as anything else you might have on hand), create a scene 
for your Peeps. In Peep world, anything is possible so feel 
free to stretch your imagination! If you need some inspiration, 
just google “Peeps diorama” to marvel at all Peeps can do. 
We want to see what you have created, so please send us 
photos at varnumrequests@gmail.com, tag us on Facebook 
and Instagram @thevarnum and display your Peep diorama 
proudly. We can’t wait to see your creativity. To request a kit, 
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email varnumrequests@gmail.com. Supplies are limited, but 
depending on interest, we can put together more.

If you haven’t checked us out on social media in a while, 
check in and get a preview of our new releases, hear about virtual 
events, links to book reviews and more. Follow us on Instagram 
@thevarnum and on Facebook at https://www.facebook.com/
thevarnum. You can also visit our website www.varnumlibrary.
org for our curbside hours and links to search our catalog.

Were you inspired by Amanda Gorman’s poem on Inauguration 
Day? We have copies of the poem, The Hill We Climb, available 
for pickup. They will be stored in our clear plastic container on 
the front porch.

The Varnum is continuing curbside pickup and printing 
services (.25/page): Monday, Tuesday, and Friday, 10:00 AM – 
2:00 PM; Wednesday, 1:30 – 6:00 PM; Thursday, 11:00 AM – 
6:00 PM; and Saturday, 11:00 AM – 3:00 PM. Please send your 
requests to varnumrequests@gmail.com. Please stay safe and let 
us know (644-2117) how we can help.

To view our catalog, please visit https://varnum.kohavt.
org/. When you find your selections, please send a request to 
varnumrequests@gmail.com.

If you are having difficulty with your Libby/Overdrive login, 
your credentials are your library patron card number (beginning 
with 2C1400...) and your pin number is your last name, all 
lowercase.

We have been trying to find ways to show more of our 
newer titles since library browsing is not an option at this 
time. If you follow this Facebook link, it should take you 
to a photo album with a bunch of newer materials we have 
available for checkout: https://www.facebook.com/media/
set/?vanity=thevarnum&set=a.3612772452092956. We will be 
updating this monthly, so please check back regularly.

If you would like to search our catalog, you can find it online 
at https://varnum.kohavt.org/. Please let us know how we can 
assist you by emailing us at varnumrequests@gmail.com or 
calling us at 644-2117.

The Varnum Library, P.O. Box 198,194 Main St., 
Jeffersonville, 802-644-2117; thevarnum@gmail.com; www.
varnumlibrary.org.

WESTFORD PUBLIC LIBRARY
Westford Public Library has returned to a curbside-only 

service model. While our building is closed, we are taking 
the opportunity to make some infrastructure improvements to 
upgrade our air filtration from standard filters to HEPA filters, 
install a UV duct light to help with bacteria, viruses, mold, dust, 
and other allergens. These upgrades allow us to provide a safer 
environment for our patrons, now and for the future.

Westford Library and the Carpenter-Carse Library in Hinesburg 
have partnered with SURJ-BTV to offer a four-part series (one is 
now past) of online workshops based on David Campt’s White 
Ally Toolkit Workbook, which with associated materials teach 
aspiring white allies to have effective conversations about race. 
Each session focuses on one part of Campt’s method, with an 
emphasis on role-play practice. Classes are on Zoom on Sundays, 
6:00 – 8:00 PM: March 21 – Ask; April 11 – Connect; April 25 – 
Expand. Free and open to the public, wherever you live. Contact 
the library to borrow materials. To register and receive a Zoom 
link, contact surjburlington.vt@gmail.com to let them know 
which sessions you will attend.

Curbside pickup of library materials is available on 
Wednesdays and Fridays 3:00 – 6:00 PM, Thursdays 10:00 AM 
– 12:00 PM, and Saturdays 10:00 AM – 2:00 PM. Order form 
(when needed) is on the website and the Facebook page, or email 
or call. We have added printing services to these curbside hours. 
Call the library for more information if you need something 
printed.

The Westford Food Shelf is now open twice a month, on the 
first Wednesday of each month, 4:30 – 5:30 PM, on the third 
Saturday, 8:00 – 9:00 AM. With increased openings, they need 
more inventory! The Westford Public Library will have food 
collection bins at all curbside pickups from now on. These bins 
are for non-perishable food and household items. The food shelf 
is especially in need of canned meats (tuna, chicken, ham etc.); 
bathroom tissue, paper towels, Kleenex; canned corn, creamed 
and whole; frozen entrees; breakfast meats; fresh fruit and 
vegetables; dairy, such as butter and cheese; pet food; laundry 
detergent; household and bathroom cleaners.

The library is doing a lot of virtual programming, available 
on YouTube. Search YouTube for “Westford Librarian” and 
subscribe to see all virtual story times and the popular “Bree on 
Books” series.

Enjoy another installment of Bree on Books – new adult 
fiction and non-fiction offerings: https://youtu.be/NSHbeyqkpV4. 
People have asked me why I talk so fast on these videos. It is 
because I use a recording software that has a five-minute time 
limit. Otherwise, I would talk for hours!

Virtual Early Literacy Story Time is fun for all ages and is 

posted every Thursday on YouTube, FPF, Facebook, and the 
website. March 18: Maple Sugaring; March 25: Owls. Curbside 
Craft Kits available weekly, as a curbside order (see above).

STEM Club via Zoom is for grades 2-4 on Wednesdays in 
March, 1:00 – 2:00 PM, with registration required. On three 
Wednesdays in March – school half-days – we will have fun 
showing off and sharing our projects with each other. Materials 
must be picked up on the Friday/Saturday before the Wednesday 
club date. Kids are expected to build and create, take pictures of 
simple projects, email pictures ahead of time, and then share and 
have fun online with the group. These are all skills they know 
how to do with their school Chromebooks – no parent help is 
needed. Materials and information will be given to those who 
register; registration is limited to 10 kids.

• Friday-Saturday, March 19-20: second STEM Club pickup 
(signup required).

• Wednesday, March 24: STEM Club via Zoom, 1:00 – 2:00 
PM, on Zoom. Signup required.

• Friday-Saturday, March 26-27: final STEM Club pickup 
(signup required).

• Wednesday, March 31: STEM Club via Zoom, 1:00 – 2:00 
PM, on Zoom. Signup required.

March 19-27: Mark My Place Bookmark Kits available for 
curbside pickup, no need to preorder. One per household; each 
kit has supplies for at least ten bookmark. This project will have 
a swap/gift component coming in April! All ages welcome.

Wednesday, March 24: Adult Book Group, 7:00 – 8:00 PM, on 
Zoom: Fifty Words for Rain by Asha Lemmie. Nori, the child of 
a married Japanese aristocrat and an African American G.I. lover, 
is an outsider from birth. Her grandparents take her in but conceal 
her, fearful of a stain on the royal pedigree in a changing Japan. 
When her older half-brother Akira arrives, Nori forms a bond that 
her family cannot allow and that will irrevocably changes her 
life. Print copies of the book are available for curbside pickup; 
available as an ebook or audiobook on Libby.

The VT Department of Libraries, along with several state 
agencies and groups, has put together an online resource page: 
https://libraries.vermont.gov/services/children_and_teens/
homeschooling_resources.

Free Downloadable Ebooks and Audiobooks: Libby/
Overdrive, free with your library card. Don’t know your number, 
card expired, don’t have a card? No problem! Can all be done 
over email. Here are two helpful links:

• https://help.libbyapp.com/6144.htm
• https://help.overdrive.com/en-us/categories/getting-started.

htm
Like us on Facebook. Bree Drapa, Librarian. 878-5639; http://

westfordpubliclibrary.org; westfordpubliclibrary@gmail.com.
RICHMOND LIBRARY

Please note, there is lots of information on our website, https://
richmondfreelibraryvt.org, on homeschooling resources (on 
our home page), finding books and more, a long list of online 
resources, book clubs, and more.

Regular curbside pick-up hours are: Monday 10:00 AM – 4:00 
PM, Tuesday 12:00 – 4:00 PM, Wednesday 10:00 AM – 8:00 
PM, Thursday 12:00 – 4:00 PM, Friday 10:00 AM – 4:00 PM, 
and Saturday 12:00 – 2:00 PM. You may request anything from 
the Library’s holdings: books, audiobooks on CD or Playaway, 
DVDs, music CDs or magazines. Browse the catalog at rfl.kohavt.
org. Need help deciding? Just call or email us and we’ll be your 
“personal shoppers.” Remember that items are quarantined for 
seven days before circulating again. If you’ve returned an item 
and it still shows on your record, be patient, we’ll be checking 
it in soon.

Electric vehicle charging is available at the Library/Town 
Center Municipal Parking Lot. Anyone with an electric vehicle 
(EV) can take advantage of the Town’s new ChargePoint Charging 
Station, providing level-2 charging for up to two vehicles. Energy 
is provided “at cost,” and is equivalent to paying about $1.50/
gallon for a gas vehicle. Users can check if the chargers are in use 
on chargepoint.com or your favorite EV app.

Discover Between the Covers. Join Stacey Symanowicz 
(Huntington) and Rebecca Mueller (Richmond) for monthly 
book chats introducing readers to hidden gems and latest titles, 
on the third Wednesday of the month (March 17) at 1:30 PM, via 
Google Meet. Hosted by the Community Senior Center. Contact 
the library for the connection link.

Contact us at 434-3036 (leave a message after hours) or rfl@
gmavt.net.

Richmond Free Library, 201 Bridge St., P.O. Box 997, 
Richmond, VT 05477; 434-3036; fax 434-3223; www.
richmondfreelibraryvt.org.

DOROTHY ALLING MEMORIAL LIBRARY, WILLISTON
If you would like to join us but need some assistance 

connecting via Zoom, we are here to help. Please email us at 
programs@damlvt.org or call us at 878-4918, and we will be 
happy to help walk you through it.

FAIRFAX COMMUNITY LIBRARY
Curbside pickup will continue on Tuesdays and Thursdays, 

3:00 – 7:00 PM. The table is located in the hallway inside the 
glass double doors and materials are available upon request.

All events are free unless otherwise noted. Pre-registration 
required; contact 849-2420 or libraryfairfax@gmail.com. Please 
sign up at least one week before the program date!

In light of COVID-19, all of our programs will be virtual. Keep 
an eye on our Facebook page and website for any updates. For up-
to-date information about programs, visit www.fairfaxvtlibrary.
org, where you can also find a link to the interactive Google 
calendar. Please sign up at least one week before the program 
date. All events are free unless noted. Pre-registration required; 
contact 849-2420 or libraryprograms@fwsu.org.

Youth Events
Kids yoga classes with Jessica Turner, Wednesdays through 

April 28, 4:00 PM. Register at www.fairfaxvtlibrary.org.
Celebrate Youth Art Month! This month, submit your art to the 

library to be part of a display of local children’s art! We will have 
both a physical display in the library as well as a virtual gallery 
online, so feel free to bring in your art yourself, or send a picture 
of it to libraryfairfax@gmail.com. The cutoff for submissions is 
Friday, March 26!

Thursday-Friday, March, 18-19, 4:00 PM: Craft Stick Marble 
Run. Build your own marble course out of popsicle sticks and 
cardboard! Pick up your materials at the library on Thursday, 
3:00 – 7:00 PM, and watch the Facebook livestream on Friday 
at 4:00 PM. The video will remain available afterwards, so don’t 
worry if you miss it! Ages 6+ Please register!

Adult Events
March is Women’s History Month, and the library has some 

new books by woman authors: The Four Winds, Kristin Hannah; 
The Survivors, Jane Harper; The Mirror and the Light, Hilary 
Mantel; The Mountains Wild, Sarah Stewart Taylor; A View from 
Abroad: The Story of John and Abigail Adams in Europe, Jeanne 
E. Abrams; A Good Time to be Born: How Science and Public 
Health Gave Children a Future, Perri Klass; and The Dissent 
Channel: American Diplomacy in a Dishonest Age, Elizabeth 
Shackelford.

Thursday-Friday, March 25-26, 7:00 PM: Making Terrariums. 
It’s that time of year when we’re all longing for something green. 
Learn how to make a terrariam, and keep a little bit of green 
with you all year round! Pick up your materials at the library on 
Thursday, 3:00 – 7:00 PM, and join the Zoom meeting on Friday 
at 7:00 PM. Please register to receive the zoom link!

Saturday, March 27, 1:00 PM: Virtual Knitting Club. Relax 
and chat while working on your latest knitting or crochet project! 
If you would like some basic knitting materials, let us know and 
they will be provided at curbside pickup on Thursday from 3:00 
– 7:00 PM. Join the Zoom meeting on Saturday! Please register 
with libraryfairfax@gmail.com to receive the zoom link!

Fairfax Community Library, 75 Hunt St., Fairfax, VT 
05454; www.fairfaxvtlibrary.org, 802-849-2420. Call or email 
libraryprograms@fwsu.org.

BROWNELL LIBRARY, ESSEX JUNCTION
Our program offerings or changes are on our program calendar 

at https://brownelllibrary.org/events/calendar.
The library offers curbside service, Monday-Friday, 10:00 AM 

– 6:00 PM.
Place books, DVDs, etc. on hold at https://brownell.kohavt.

org/ by calling us at 802-878-6955, or emailing frontdesk@
brownelllibrary.org. Holds and email requests received by 5:00 
PM will be available for same-day pick-up. Phone-in requests 
received by 5:30 PM will also be available for same-day pick-up. 
We will call you when your request is ready.

Our book drop is open for returns. Because we are still 
encouraged to stay safe and stay home, all materials will be 
checked out to you for three weeks.

Contact us at frontdesk@brownelllibrary.org or 878-6955.
Brownell Library, 6 Lincoln St., Essex Junction. Contact Main 

Desk 878-6955, Youth Desk 878-6956, Reference Desk 878-
6957, or frontdesk@brownelllibrary.org.

ESSEX FREE LIBRARY
The Essex Free Library offers curbside pickup, Monday-

Friday, 10:00 AM – 6:00 PM. For more curbside details, please 
visit https://www.essexvt.org/753/Curbside-Services.

We are accepting book returns in the book drop only. Please do 
not return books inside the vestibule.

While the building is closed, our online resources and services 
are always open. All you need is your library card. Don’t have 
a library card? Request a virtual library e-card today to access 
our ebook and audiobook collections. (https://docs.google.
com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScH6EFIcpRRmOhjQ_O1GTNOzZ1_
eJS3WJtR4BQe1aT6mYMT0A/viewform?vc=0&c=0&w=1)

Essex Free Library, 1 Browns River Rd., Essex. 802-879-
0313; essexfreelibrary.com.

JHS thanks Jericho voters 
for support of Old Red Mill
To the Editor,

On behalf of the Jericho Historical Society Board of 
Directors, thank you to Jericho voters for your support of the 
article allowing the Town of Jericho to start a fund which would 
be used for upkeep of the Old Red Mill. This beautiful building 
represents the bygone milling era of the town. It not only draws 
people to our beautiful town, but is an integral part of our 
identity, even appearing on our Town seal.

The upkeep is costly and we promise to do all we can to 
preserve our town’s icon.

A special thanks to Randy Clark for spearheading this 
initiative.

Louise Miglionico
Jericho Historical Society

COVID vaccinations
To the Editor,

Although Vermont has weathered the COVID-19 pandemic 
better than most, there is much we can do to protect our 
community from the spread of the virus. COVID-19 does not 
respect culture, religious beliefs, or party affiliations, so as a 

humanitarian gesture, we encourage everyone to get their vaccine 
as soon as it is available to you.

The science is clear: vaccines are safe and save lives. Getting 
vaccinated does not just protect you; it contributes to “herd 
immunity,” which happens when high vaccination rates in a 
community help slow the virus’ spread. If you care about your 
health and safety of your family, your neighbors, or the health 
workers and essential workers that keep Lamoille County 
running, we encourage you to take your vaccine.

Among us three, I (Ken) have already received two doses 
of the vaccine and there were no issues whatsoever. The other 
two, Scott and Jackie, plan on receiving the vaccine as soon 
as supplies are available and state guidelines have expanded 
to include their age category. For now, we are happy to see 
older Vermonters, health workers, and those at higher risk of 
complications from COVID-19 receive the vaccine. As soon as 
the state has determined that it is time to receive your shot, please 
be comfortable in receiving the vaccination.

We look forward to seeing you all soon, enjoying the 
community that we’ve all helped build.

Ken Hoeppner, Chair, Lamoille Republican Party
Scott Weathers, Chair, Lamoille Democratic Party

Jackie Stanton, Chair, Lamoille Progressive

Thanking all who helped 
neighbor whose home burned
To the Editor,

I’d like to post a really big thank you on behalf of the Stetson 
family to all the wonderful people who have so kindly shared 
with their neighbors in their time of need. This family lost their 
home to fire on Osgood Hill last month, and your generosity in 
funds, meals, and goods have not only helped them physically, 
but spiritually. They asked me to let everyone know how good 
it makes them feel, how big a help it has been, knowing their 
neighbors care about them. It’s a lovely thing, folks!

Here’s the link if you didn’t get a chance to donate yet: https://
fundly.com/fundraiser-for-the-stetson-family.

Also, thanks to Saxon Hill Mini Storage off Sand Hill Rd in 
Essex for their generosity in providing a unit for the family to 
store things until they are settled somewhere.

Carol Winfield
Westford

Letters continued on page 8
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Thank you for Select 
Board votes of support
To the Editor,

Thank you for your support re-electing me for the two-
year Select Board position. I want to spend the next two years 
finalizing many of the accomplishments that the Select Board 
started over the last couple of years. Congratulations to Courtney 
Lietz for being the first female chair of the Cambridge Select 
Board.

It is exciting to see the younger generation stepping up and 
taking the reins for this important town government body.

Larry Wyckoff
Selectboard Member, Cambridge

Thanks for voting 
to conserve Mobbs Farm
To the Editor,

The members of the Mobbs Committee would like to express 
our gratitude for the overwhelming support expressed for the 
conservation of Mobbs Farm on Town Meeting Day. Article I 
passed with 91% of the vote, and we couldn’t be happier that 
voters agreed that Mobbs Farm should be protected for future 
generations of Jericho residents and wildlife.

In the months ahead, town leadership will work with the 
Vermont Land Trust toward conveying a conservation easement, 
and we look forward to completing the process of preserving this 
beautiful land, now and forever.

Thank you!
Pete Davis

Chair, Mobbs Farm Committee, Jericho

My promise
To the Editor,

After stepping away from the position of Town Library Trustee 
for a few years, I am grateful to the Cambridge community for 
allowing me to step back into the role for a two-year term.

My promise to you is to fulfill my responsibility to ensure 
our town funds are utilized effectively in order to have a library 
that continues to be open and welcoming to all members of 
our community. I look forward to helping build on the strong 
foundation we have in place.

With that said, Democracy is never easy but it is easily taken 
for granted. Therefore, please let the Library Trustees know if 
you have questions or want to get involved with the Library. 
We’re always welcoming of help!

April Tuck, Jeffersonville

Letters continued from page 7

An Eastern Giant Swallowtail on its native host plant in Vermont, 
a Northern Prickly-Ash (Zanthoxylum americanum). A recent 
study published in Frontiers in Ecology and Evolution (https://
www.frontiersin.org/articles/10.3389/fevo.2021.579230/full) 
by Vermont Center for Ecostudies and colleagues in the U.S., 
Canada, and France shows an unusually rapid northward 
range shift by this butterfly species. Over 18 years, its range 
moved just over 200 miles north — a rate more than 27 times 
faster than the average organism. Learn more about this 
magnificent species and its northward expansion on Kent 
McFarland’s blog at https://vtecostudies.org/blog/a-giant-
leap-northward-for-a-butterfly/. PHOTO BY RON PAYNE

Legislative update, 
Town Meeting and after

By Theresa Wood, 
State Representative, Washington-Chittenden

March 1
Happy Week of Town Meeting!
Normally on the Monday afternoon before Town Meeting, I’d 

be baking some cookies to take to the Bolton potluck that kicks 
off their Town Meeting on Monday evening. Then Rep. Stevens 
and I would give our updates and then do the same in Waterbury 
on Tuesday morning, before heading over to Huntington in time 
for our updates there and sitting down to a great community 
lunch, talking with folks.

Well, there is nothing normal about Town Meeting this year 
but Rep. Stevens and I have prepared our Town Meeting Report, 
which you can access at the following link. It will give you a brief 
review of several areas of work of interest to our communities: 
https://documentcloud.adobe.com/link/review?uri=urn:aaid:scd
s:US:fbe2cff7-c0fd-4eba-a63e-1f78ab1f8ee2.

In key action last week in the legislature:
H.315 – an act relating to COVID relief for families and 

businesses. This bill provided an additional nearly $80 million in 
COVID relief and recovery for working families and struggling 
businesses. The package passed the House, is now headed to the 
Senate and includes help for the following:

• small businesses that received no federal assistance;
• pandemic-related services for New Americans;
• community supports for those with mental health issues;
• one-time stimulus checks for the poorest Vermonters on 

Reach Up;
• added investment in VT Farmers to Families Food Box 

program;
• improving the indoor air quality of school buildings;
• new housing creation for homeless Vermonters;
• increased data collection to improve health equity;
• Additional investment in state pensions system.
H.338 – this bill proposes to extend the time frame for the 

Legislative Apportionment Board (LAB) for redistricting 
proposals. This extension is necessary because the federal 
government has notified all states that the results of the census 
taken during 2020 will be delayed from its due date of March 
31, 2021 to September 30, 2021. Our current House district, 
the Washington-Chittenden District, was impacted in the last 
reapportionment, so it will be important to continue to track the 
progress of reapportionment during the next year.

The Legislature is off this week for its traditional Town 
Meeting break. We will be back Zooming on Tuesday, March 9.

Please feel free to reach out to me at twood@leg.state.vt.us. 
Thanks!

Legislative update: 
Town Meeting week

By Alyssa Black, State Representative, Chittenden-8-3
It’s Town Meeting Week. Legislators have been on break for 

a week but I wanted to provide you with an update on what I’ve 
been doing, as well as a more comprehensive Town Meeting 
report that has some of the key priorities that the Legislature 
has been working on. Please take a moment to review a few 
highlights. From a COVID-19 recovery that leaves no Vermonter 
behind, expanding broadband access, making child care more 
accessible and affordable, and beginning to address the state 
pensions crisis. Read or download the report here: https://1drv.
ms/b/s!AofwL9_ehcZqgR47CuB7bqq7_QgR.

Things should speed up this week as we are coming up on 
Crossover, which is Friday, March 12. Crossover is the date 
in which a bill must pass one body into the other for it to be 
considered this year. So both the House and Senate are working 
to get their priority bills out of committee and onto the floor for 
votes. Up until this point most of our time has been spent in 
committee, but this week will be filled with extended time on 
the House floor for voting. We also are debuting our new Zoom 
“voice voting,” which hopefully will shorten the time. Up until 
now we’ve used a software voting system for voice votes, but it 
does take quite a while. Our new system will be 150 legislators 
all un-muting at the same time and yelling yes or no, hopefully in 
unison. I’m anticipating hilarity.

I wanted to talk a little bit about a bill I’ve been working on. 
The Office of Health Care Advocate approached our Committee 
on Health Care with a proposal to expand Dr. Dynasaur coverage 
to pregnant women and children in Vermont, who are either 
undocumented or are in a pending status awaiting documentation. 
This group includes mainly our farm and dairy workers as well 
as asylum seekers. I’ve been doing a lot of research the past few 
weeks on this and was able to bring in a few members of this 
community to testify in our Committee.

This would be such a small thing that Vermont could do, 
but it would make a world of difference to these families. My 
research indicates that it’s possibly 100 children and around 10 
pregnant women a year who would receive prenatal care. We 
took testimony from one woman with four children. She and her 
husband both work on a dairy farm. Two of her children were 
born in Vermont and therefore have health coverage, her other 
two children do not. As a mother, I cannot possibly fathom what 
it must feel like to have to choose care for one of your children, 
but the other must go without because you can’t pay for it. If 
you’d like to watch the testimony, it’s a short and compelling 50 
minutes, at https://youtu.be/5rM6sjFtxsI.

This week we will hear final thoughts on this proposal from the 
Department of Vermont Health Access and then possibly create 
a committee bill. I’m eager to see this move forward. I’ll update 
you next week on the results and I also welcome your feedback.

Vaccination Eligibility Expands Monday to People Age 
55+ with High-Risk Conditions: Starting Monday, March 8, 
Vermonters ages 55+ with certain high-risk health conditions 
have been eligible for free COVID-19 vaccines. On Monday, 
March 15, that was expanded to include 16+ with certain high-
risk health conditions. High-risk health conditions include:

• current cancer;
• chronic kidney disease;
• COPD, including emphysema and chronic bronchitis;
• heart disease;
• immunocompromised / weakened immune system;
• severe obesity (BMI of 40 or more);
• pregnancy;
• diabetes (types 1 and 2);
• disabilities, including chromosomal disorders, intellectual 

disabilities, and disabilities that affect lung function;
• sickle cell disease.
For a detailed list of eligible conditions and to sign up for 

your vaccine, visit http://HealthVermont.gov/MyVaccine. If 
registering online is not an option, you can make an appointment 
by calling 855-722-7878.

You do NOT need a doctor’s note or proof of a health condition 
to sign up. The Health Department may use the information 
you provide to confirm your eligibility, either through medical 
records or by contacting your provider. The department may 
also reach out to people who don’t have a provider to offer a 
connection to care. More information is available at https://www.
healthvermont.gov/covid-19/vaccine/getting-covid-19-vaccine.

As always, please reach out with any questions or concerns: 
ABlack@leg.state.vt.us or 802-598-1026.

Guess when Smugglers’ 
Notch will reopen

By Mark Schilling, Jeffersonville
Spring is coming. The question is, “when.”
The Annual Notch Reopening Raffle is on! Guess when the 

Notch Road will reopen and win! Go to www.openthenotch.com.
The Cambridge Area Rotary is sponsoring another COVID-

safe fundraiser to support our community, regional, and 
worldwide support efforts. Help the Cambridge Area Rotary 
celebrate the spring reopening of the Notch Road by guessing 
the date and time of reopening. Prizes will be awarded based 
on the closest guesses. You can also make a contribution of any 
amount without a guess.

Thank you for supporting your Cambridge Area Rotary.

Spring and summer 
at the Clutter Barn

Hello, from the United Church of Underhill. We hope 
everyone has stayed safe and weathered the winter months with 
grace, humor, and good health.

As spring arrives, the Clutter Barn will start gearing up for 
another season of collecting and selling gently used items to the 
community. We are going to use the same procedure for collecting 
donated items that we did last summer to keep everyone as safe 
as possible. Briefly, that is presorting items into categories at 
home, driving through the Park Street entrance of the church, 
and unloading items in a tent behind the Clutter Barn.

Donation days are Saturdays, May 1, 15, 29, June 12, July 3, 
17, 31, August 14, September 4, and September 11 (as the last 
donation day) from 8:30 AM – 12:00 PM. We hope you have had 
time to clean out the nooks and crannies of your home and want 
to donate what you have uncovered to the Clutter Barn.

We will begin our season with a sale on Saturday, April 24, 
9:00 AM – 3:00 PM. The same safety protocols will be in place 
for the sale as last year. (limited numbers of masked shoppers in 
the barn at a time, one-way aisles, items in a tent and the cashiers 
outside).

We hope you will join us. For more complete information 
about what you can and cannot donate, as well as sorting 
categories, please go to https://unitedchurchofunderhill.com/
serve/clutter-barn/. Thank you. 

Cambridge Recreation 
Board seeks input

The Cambridge Recreation Board is in the process of updating 
the Town Recreation Plan and we need your help to decide which 
activities and programs to focus on this year and in the years to 
come. Please take our survey by going online to https://forms.
gle/dve5D326ZUodNZCy8.

For more information about the Cambridge Recreation Board 
or to learn more about the activities and programs it supports, 
please visit http://www.cambridgevt.org/recreation.

Westford Food Shelf correction
The Westford Food Shelf will be open an extra day, the first 

Wednesday of each month, for several months, in addition to the 
regular third Saturday.

All are welcome, no paperwork: Saturday, March 20, 8:00 – 
9:00 AM; Wednesday, April 7, 4:30 – 5:30 PM; and Saturday, 
April 17, 8:00 – 9:00 AM.

Please remember your neighbors when you shop! 
We are in need of: canned meats, tuna, chicken, ham, etc.; 

bathroom tissue, paper towels, Kleenex; canned corn, creamed 
and whole; frozen entrées; breakfast meats; fresh fruit and 
vegetables; dairy, such as butter and cheese; pet food; laundry 
detergent; and household and bathroom cleaners.

Non-perishable items may be dropped off at the Westford 
Market, or at the Westford Town Office during regular hours 
(please call ahead, as the office is not open to the public due to 
COVID). Perishable items may be brought to the Common Hall 
(aka White Church) at 4:00 PM on Wednesday, or 7:30 PM on 
Saturday; or contact carol@vtwildlife.com for pick-up.

Volunteer Opportunities United Way
United Way’s Volunteer Connection site is set up to help 

connect agencies and volunteers. Agencies are working hard to 
navigate volunteering during this time, so the opportunities are 
limited. Here is a link for Volunteer Connection to learn more 
about these and other opportunities: https://unitedwaynwvt.
galaxydigital.com/. 

HELP OUT AT BIG RIG DAY – Franklin Grand Isle 
Bookmobile is hosting a drive-thru Big Rig Day on Saturday, 
April 10 at the Franklin County Airport and they need volunteers! 
Trucks for the event will begin arriving at 6:30 AM and then will 
be open for people to drive through between 8:00 AM – 12:00 
PM. Volunteers are needed to help set up, direct traffic, and give 
out goodie bags. Volunteers may sign up for shifts or stay the 
entire event. You can volunteer as a family! Contact Lauren 
Walsh, americorps@fgibookmobile.org or 802-232-2554.

BLOOD DONOR AMASSADORS NEEDED IN FRANKLIN 
& CHITTENDEN COUNTIES – American Red Cross needs 
volunteers to make blood drives a success. Responsibilities 
include greeting donors, explaining the donation process, and 
assisting with intake. These volunteers do not assist during the 
donation process. To learn more and apply, visit https://www.
redcross.org/volunteer/become-a-volunteer/urgent-need-for-
volunteers.html.

APPLIANCE CLEANING – The very busy appliance repair 
shop at ReSOURCE is in need of volunteers to clean donated 
appliances for their stores and families in need. Hours can be 
anytime from 8:30 AM – 4:00 PM, Monday-Friday. Contact 
Nicole Clements, volunteer@resourcevt.org or 658-4143 ext. 
352.

A DRVING NEED – Vermont Association for the Blind and 
Visually Impaired has an on-going need for volunteer drivers to 
get clients in Chittenden County to where they need to go. Their 
volunteer driver pool is desperately low and they are currently 
unable to fulfill all the rides needed. Just a few hours a week can 
help someone with vision loss get to a vital medical appointment, 
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put food on their table, and run important errands. You can drive 
as much as much or little as you want. Even one ride per week 
helps our clients to remain independent. Drivers are reimbursed 
mileage for the use of their cars. Background checks are required. 
Contact Vicki Vest, vvest@vabvi.org or 1-800-639-5861 ext.243.

HELP PLAN THE WALK – Alzheimer’s Association, 
Vermont Chapter needs volunteers to help plan their Walk to 
End Alzheimer’s. Join the Planning Committee and help plan the 
event from kick-off to wrap-up. Some committee members focus 
on growing the event by recruiting teams, getting Walk materials 
out in the community and securing sponsorships. Others focus on 
event production and find ways to enhance the event experience. 
To learn more, contact Emily Vivyan, ervivyan@alz.org.

YOUTH SOCCER COACH – Under the direction of 
Winooski Recreation and Parks and in partnership with Vermont 
Patriots, Volunteer Youth Head Soccer Coaches work closely 
with the Vermont Patriots Board to create a positive learning 
environment where children can play soccer with a focus on 
sportsmanship, fundamental skills, teamwork, and responsibility. 
This youth soccer program emphasizes skill development, fair 
play, cooperation, and fun. For more information and to view the 
full volunteer job description and application, visit https://www.
winooskivt.gov/DocumentCenter/View/4309/Vermont-Patriots-
Youth-Soccer-Head-Coach-.

Help to weatherize your home
Do you struggle to keep your home warm in the winter and 

cool in the summer? Do you sometimes have to choose whether 
to pay for heat or buy food? Pay your electric bill or fix your car?

If you meet the income limits or get benefits such as 
3SquaresVT, Seasonal Fuel Assistance, or SSI, you may qualify 
for free weatherization services. The State’s Weatherization 
Assistance Program can help you:

• make your house or apartment more energy efficient;
• save money on your energy bills;
• improve the safety of your home.
The program also helps Vermonters by creating good 

weatherization jobs in communities across the state. For more 
information on the Weatherization Program: https://dcf.vermont.
gov/benefits/weatherization. For information on weatherization 
jobs: https://dcf.vermont.gov/dcf-blog/weatherization-jobs.

Online public hearings on deer 
and moose March 23, 25, 26

The Vermont Fish and Wildlife Department and the Vermont 
Fish and Wildlife Board will hold online public hearings on 
deer and moose management for 2021 on Tuesday, March 23, 
Thursday, March 25, and Friday, March 26.

The online public hearings will have department staff and 
Fish and Wildlife Board members participating. The meetings 
will start with a 30-minute pre-recorded presentation – on the 
proposed 2021 moose hunting season and current health status 
of Vermont’s deer herd – that is on the Fish and Wildlife website. 
Public comments and questions will be taken at the electronic 
meetings and by phone. The department will post written 
responses on its deer and moose hearing webpage after the 
hearings.

For more information and to join the online hearings, go to the 
Vermont Fish and Wildlife website www.vtfishandwildlife.com 
and click on the “Public Hearings Schedule” on the home page.

In addition to the public hearings, anyone can leave a comment 
on the proposals with a telephone message by calling 802-265-
0043 or by emailing ANR.FWPublicComment@vermont.gov. 
Comments on moose must be received by Wednesday, March 31 
and for deer by Friday, May 14.

Top 10 scams of 2020 released 
by VT Attorney General
Vermonters filed 5021 scam reports with the Attorney General’s 
Consumer Assistance Program (CAP) in 2020. The Social 
Security number phishing scam, which typically involves calls 
claiming that your Social Security number has been compromised, 
suspended, or linked to criminal activity, remained the most 
commonly reported scam for the second year in a row with 1160 
reports filed. Claiming the number two spot on the list of top ten 
scams in 2020 were “free money” scams, with 683 Vermonters 
reported receiving “free money” scam calls where they were told 
that they had won a prize or money and needed to pay fees or 
taxes upfront to collect.
With scam attempts remaining high, Attorney General T.J. 
Donovan urges Vermonters to take it slow: scammers will 
pressure you to act fast, demanding personal information and 
payment, while threatening extreme consequences if you do not 
comply. Don’t let them pressure you!
“If you get a suspicious call, remember to slow down, hang up 
the phone, and take notes on the interaction,” warned Attorney 
General Donovan. “If you still need help identifying if something 
is a scam, call us at CAP at 800-649-2424.”
Unfortunately, many scam encounters result in monetary 
loss in Vermont. In 2020, 249 Vermonters lost approximately 
$1.5 million, in total, to scammers. The most common scams 
associated with monetary loss were imposter scams (scammers 
posing as friends, family members, or romantic interests) and 
online classified listing scams (scams perpetrated on sites such 
as Craigslist or Facebook Marketplace). Scammers ask their 
victims to send money using a variety of methods, including 
gift card transactions, peer-to-peer payments apps like Venmo or 
CashApp, wire transfers, and cash or checks in the mail.
Vermonters can report a scam or sign up for the Scam Alert 
system by going to ago.vermont.gov/cap or by calling CAP at 
1-800-649-2424.
The top 10 scams of 2020 are:

• Social Security number phishing
• Free money
• Amazon and package deliveries phishing
• Computer tech support
• Phony relationships (not grandchild)
• Debt collection
• Online classified listings
• Extortion emails
• Grandchild imposter
• Bank/financial institution phishing

Scam warning from the FTC
By Seena Gressin Attorney, Division of Consumer

 & Business Education, FTC
The Drug Enforcement Administration isn’t calling, but the 

scammers are.
We’re getting reports about scammers pretending to be Drug 

Enforcement Administration (DEA) agents and they’re trying to 
get your money and personal information while using alarming 
phone calls to do it.

The scammers use fake names and badge numbers. Sometimes, 
they use the names of real DEA agents and may even text photos 
of what look like legitimate law enforcement credentials. They 
may have information with Federal Trade Commission (FTC) 
and DEA logos above the message “Report DEA Imposters at 
ReportFraud.ftc.gov” about you, like part or all of your Social 
Security number (SSN). When they target medical practitioners 
like doctors and pharmacists, they may have their National 
Provider Identifier number or state license number.

The scammers’ stories vary, but usually go something like this:
They’ve seized a car packed with illegal drugs. It was rented 

in your name. Or, they found identifying papers with your name 
in the car, at some drug-linked location, or on a bank account 
used for money laundering. You’re going to be arrested for drug 
trafficking and money laundering.

The fake agent comes up with a reason for you to transfer 
money to him — maybe for safekeeping, to pay a fine, or to 
prove you’re willing to cooperate. They’ll tell you how to send 
the money, often by wire transfer or by buying gift cards and 
telling them the numbers on the back of the cards.

Here’s what you need to know:
The DEA will NEVER call and ask for your SSN or other 

personal information. It won’t ask you to pay anything. And it 
won’t call to say you’re under investigation or threaten you with 
arrest.

Your caller ID might show a real DEA phone number, but 
that’s not the real DEA calling. Computers make it easy to show 
any number on caller ID. Don’t trust what you see there.

NEVER give your SSN to anyone who contacts you. Don’t 
confirm the last four digits. And don’t give a bank account or 
credit card number — ever — to anybody who contacts you 
asking for it.

Anyone who tells you to wire money, pay with a gift card, or 
send cash or cryptocurrency is a scammer. ALWAYS. No matter 
who they say they are.

If you get a call like this, hang up. Tell friends and family 
members about it. Then, tell us about it too, at ReportFraud.ftc.
gov.

When ReportFraud.ftc.gov launched in late 2020, it made 
telling the FTC about scams much easier. But here’s the thing: 
we know we’re still not hearing from lots of communities around 
the country. Not hearing those stories means we might not learn 
about the problems they experience, or bring cases to stop the 
bad practices and get money back. Which is, of course, always 
the goal.

But a new Community Advocate Center is aiming to address 
that. It gives community legal aid organizations a way to report 
fraud and bad business practices to the FTC — on behalf of their 
clients. These organizations that give people access to free and 
low-cost legal services often serve exactly the communities that 
the FTC wants to hear more from, including communities of color, 
speakers of other languages, and lower-income communities.

If you know someone who works in a legal aid organization, 
please share this post with them. Send them to ReportFraud.
ftc.gov/community to learn more. And tell them that the FTC 
would be happy to have them join Legal Services Corporation, 
Inc., the National Legal Aid & Defender Association, the 
National Consumer Law Center, and the National Association of 
Consumer Advocates in supporting this initiative.

Caregivers needed 
for special needs children

Burlington Family Services, DCF
There are children in our care who have been through more 

trauma than most of us will experience in a lifetime. Some are 
doubly challenged in finding a family able to care for them 
because of medical complexities, behavioral challenges as 
a result of cognitive delays, and because, for someone with 
this level of complexity, finding a home requires a thoughtful, 
compassionate response.

But every child deserves a stable home. And that’s what we’re 
hoping you can help us find.

We are looking for a two-parent household, respite care, or 
shared living home that can offer a safe environment. Potential 
caregivers should have experience working with children and 
youth with developmental disabilities or someone who is willing 
to learn more about fostering a child with special needs, benefiting 
from the many trainings offered. As a caregiver to a special needs 
child, you would serve as the foundation of their treatment team 
and you would not be alone. You will be provided training and 
will always have direct contact with a Family Services Worker 
and team and, you will also receive: 

• wrap services in the home and in the community;
• direct contact with the child’s social worker and other team 

members;
• a monthly stipend to help meet the needs of the child in your 

home;
• mileage reimbursement.
As a foster care provider, you can be married, single, gay, 

straight, have other children in your home, or not. Are you 
healthy? Are you in a low-risk category for COVID-19? If so, 
there may be an infant, child or youth waiting who would benefit 
from your care. Please visit us on the web at http://dcf.vermont.
gov/fsd/contact-us/districts.

To learn more, go to http://fostercare.vt.gov. If you want us to 
contact you, complete the form at http://dcf.vermont.gov/foster-
care-inquiry.

You can also call your local Family Services District Office 
and ask to speak to the Resource Coordinator. http://dcf.vermont.
gov/fsd/contact-us/districts.

We are recruiting for safe and caring homes of all types for a 
variety of children and youth. Might you consider becoming a 
foster, kin, or respite care provider? As a trained care provider, 
you will be giving the gift of stability to a child. You will be fully 
supported, trained, and provided a stipend for any child or youth 
placed in your care. Find out more. Thank you! 

Keep local kids local.

Miscellaneous news continued from page 8

The VT Fish and Wildlife Department and the VT Fish and 
Wildlife Board will hold online public hearings on deer and 
moose management for 2021 on Tuesday, March 23, Thursday, 
March 25, and Friday, March 26, all with F&W staff and 
F&W Board members participating. Public comments and 
questions will be taken at the electronic meetings and by 
phone. For more information and to join the online hearings, 
go to www.vtfishandwildlife.com and click on the “Public 
Hearings Schedule” on the home page. Alternately, you can 
leave a comment on the proposals by telephone, 802-265-0043, 
or by emailing ANR.FWPublicComment@vermont.gov. 
Comments on moose must be received by Wednesday, March 
31 and for deer by Friday, May 14. PHOTO CONTRIBUTED

Emily Burbank of Jericho, VT has been named to the Fall 
2020 Dean’s List at Wilkes University, Wilkes-Barre, PA.

Zachary Burns of Jericho, VT has been named to the Fall 2020 
President’s List at the University of Hartford, West Hartford, CT.

Francesca Frost of Underhill, VT has been named to the Fall 
2020 Dean’s List at St. Lawrence University, Canton, NY. Frost, 
who attended Mount Mansfield Union High School, is a member 
of the class of 2021 majoring in global studies.

Marie Haviland of Waterbury, VT has been named to the Fall 
2020 Dean’s List at the University of Rhode Island, Kingston, 
RI.

Jordan Kulis of Waterbury, VT has been named to the Fall 
2020 Dean’s List at St. Lawrence University, Canton, NY. Kulis, 
who attended Harwood Union High School, is a member of the 
class of 2022 majoring in art and art history.

Lincoln Owens of Underhill, VT has been named to the Fall 
2020 President’s List at Georgia Southern University, Statesboro, 
GA.

Alexandra Pendo of Waterbury, VT has been named to the 
Fall 2020 Dean’s List at St. Lawrence University, Canton, NY. 
Pendo, who attended Harwood Union High School, is a member 
of the class of 2024.

COLLEGE NEWS

Meteor burns up over northern 
Vermont on Monday, March 8

Apparently, it was right on schedule. The image above is from 
a story on NASA’s website (https://www.nasa.gov/feature/jpl/
small-asteroid-to-pass-close-to-earth-march-5). The asteroid 
depicted, 2013 TX68, is a possible source of the small fragment 
that made such a large impression in northern Vermont on 
Monday, March 8, around 5:40 PM.

(WCAX has video: https://www.wcax.com/2021/03/08/
vermonters-see-hear-feel-fireball-speeding-over-state/.)

The story on the NASA site includes this information:
“CNEOS’s (Center for Near Earth Object Studies, part of the 

Jet Propulsion Laboratory) new prediction for 2013 TX68 is that 
it will fly by roughly three million miles (five million kilometers) 
from our planet. There is still a chance that it could pass closer, 
but certainly no closer than 15,000 miles (24,000 kilometers) 
above Earth’s surface. The new observations also better constrain 
the path of 2013 TX68 in future years; CNEOS has determined 
that 2013 TX68 cannot impact Earth over the next century.”

It seems to have fragmented a bit in its orbit, and a little 
piece of it – NASA estimates about 10 pounds, and six inches in 
diameter – happened to find its way to the North Country.

NASA reports that the meteor first appeared about 52 miles 
up over northern Vermont – there were reports of it on FPF from 
Colchester – and burned up 33 miles above Orleans County, 
expending the energy equivalent of 440 pounds of TNT.

We have room for your ad.
Call Brenda Boutin at 453-6354 

for more information or email mtngazette@gmavt.net
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Propane Service Technician
Jack F. Corse, Inc. is seeking a professional and motivated self-starter to join 
our team. The successful candidate will be mechanically inclined, reliable, 
trustworthy, provide excellent customer service and possess the ability to 
learn rapidly. This position will work directly in the field, set propane tanks, 
perform service and maintenance on equipment.
Must be able to pass a pre-employment drug screen, DOT physical and 
Homeland Security Background Check. Valid class B CDL with a HazMat 
endorsement and a good driving record.

Propane Delivery Driver
Jack F. Corse, Inc. is seeking a qualified propane delivery driver responsible 
for delivery to customer locations in an efficient, punctual, and safe manner.
• Class A or B CDL license with air brake, hazmat, 
• and tanker endorsements
• Must possess a clean driving record 
• Must pass a background check, drug screening, 
• and DOT physical requirements
• CETP Certification preferred, may be willing 
• to train the right candidate
• Ability to work independently to deliver liquid propane 
• to residential and commercial customers

We offer competitive wages and benefits including health, dental and life in-
surance, employee discounts on home heating products, paid holidays and 
vacations, 401k with matching contributions.

Jack F. Corse, Inc.
PO Box 300, Cambridge, Vermont 05444 
more information at www.corsefuels.com  

no phone calls please, mail resume and letter 
of introduction or email lynn@corsefuels.com

Support VT Works 
for Women, and go to Lunafest

Vermont Works for Women is hosting LUNAFEST, a traveling 
film festival of award-winning short films by and about women, 
and this year, offering community members multiple ways to 
view the films and make a night of supporting economic equity 
for women and girls in Vermont!

You can purchase a ticket ($25 per individual, $40 for 2+ 
persons) for a virtual screening the weekend of Friday-Sunday, 
March 26-28 to celebrate Women’s History Month, or in person 
at the Sunset Drive-In Theater in Colchester, the evening of 
Thursday, June 3. Tickets for the virtual screening are available 
for purchase now! Buy at least a week in advance to receive $5 
off.

To elevate this experience, Local Maverick has created movie 
boxes and a meal option with local women-owned businesses. 
Boxes must be ordered by Wednesday, March 24 and will be 
available for pick-up or delivery on Friday, March 26. For more 
information, visit https://www.localmaverickus.com/collections/
luna-fest.

Lamoille County Players update
Welcome to 2021! Thanks for staying with us through these 

crazy times.
Lamoille County players (LCP) continues to work within the 

state guidelines and follow all necessary precautions during the 
pandemic when it comes to our productions and our work as 
stewards of the historic Hyde Park Opera House.

As a result, sadly, LCP will not have a spring production 
in 2021. Plans for the remainder of the season, including the 
children’s theater workshop, will be announced later this spring. 
We believe this is the safest course of action for our casts, crews, 
and patrons. 

LCP encourages all Vermonters to continue to observe the 
physical distancing, mask wearing, and other directions from 
the Governor and the Department of Health. Until we can safely 
meet again in our beloved opera house, stay safe and healthy, 
everyone! Once the crisis is over, “the show will go on

Opera House repairs update! March 1, 2021 2020 handed LCP 
an additional challenge: over the years, water damage caused 
substantial rotting of the sill and wall supports on the east corner 
of the building. We were eager to repair the building as soon as 
possible to avoid any further damage to the structure. But with 
no income from ticket sales in 2020, we just didn’t have the cash 
for this major repair.

We undertook an ambitious fundraising campaign in the midst 
of the pandemic, and our community did not hesitate to come to 
our support. Sincere thanks to everyone who contributed. It is 
heartwarming to see how much this historic Hyde Park Opera 
House means to so many. Dozens and dozens of members of the 
LCP community – from actors and directors (past and present), to 
set painters and costumers, to audience members – rallied to our 
cause. For so many of us, the Opera House is like a second home, 
and when she needed help, help arrived. We are overwhelmed 
with gratitude.

Thanks to our supporters, we are able to report that we have 
reached our fundraising goal! We raised over $10,000 to cover 
the structural fix and related repairs, and look forward to seeing 
the Opera House repaired as soon as possible. Once again, we 
thank all of our supporters, who have enabled us to continue to be 
stewards of this treasured performance space in Lamoille County, 
the Hyde Park Opera House. 

Outdoor art show in Westford
Getting Cabin (and Covid!) Fever? Get some fresh air and 

enjoy the Outdoor Art Show at the Westford Common Hall, the 
old white church at the west end of the common, right off of VT 
Rt. 128. The show, called The Biodegradable Series: Connected, 
Distanced, Changed, and Impermanent, was installed by 
Westford artist Anne Cummings to bring people outdoors, 
allow for ample physical distancing, and share a gift with the 
community. The show runs through Thursday, April 1, 2021. For 
more information about the Outdoor Art Show, check out https://
www.wcax.com/2021/01/04/art-show-weathering-the-elements-
in-westford/.

VT International Film 
Festival runs through June 2021

The Vermont International Film Festival has partnered with 
the Middlebury New Filmmakers Festival to present Split/
Screen, an eight-month curatorial collaboration. Running 
through June 2021, the festivals will co-present a monthly series 
of films online. Learn more about Split/Screen at https://vtiff.org/
vtiff-now/split-screen/.

Spruce Peak Arts 
Winter Concert series

This year’s Spruce Peak Arts Winter Concert series has 
brought live performances, including options for limited, safe, in-
person attendance, as well as for live-streaming. The final event 
of the series at Spruce Peak in Stowe will be on Saturday, March 
20, 7:00 PM, with Beg, Steal, or Borrow. The Vermont-based 
quintet is known for warm harmonies, virtuosic instrumentals, 
and tight musical interplay and a repertoire of original music. 
Protocols for in-person attendance include mask-wearing, social 
distancing standards, reduced seating capacity, hand sanitizing, 
health checks, and extensive cleaning protocols (see https://www.
sprucepeakarts.org/safety-and-health-policies/). Tickets (https://
www.sprucepeakarts.org/events/beg-steal-or-borrow/) are $25 
in-person, $15 live-stream. In the event that Vermont guidance 
shifts to restrict in-person attendance, existing in-person tickets 
will be changed to live-stream; in-person ticketholders will have 
the option of a credit, refund, or making a donation with the 
remainder.

Creation Grants: 
call for applications

The Vermont Arts Council is now accepting applications for 
its annual Creation Grant.

Creation Grants support the creation of new work by 
Vermont artists. Creation Grants can fund time, materials, some 
equipment costs, and space rental for artists and artist groups. 
An independent panel of practicing artists and arts professionals 
reviews the applications for this highly competitive program.

Examples of fundable projects are:
• a multimedia artist creating a new video series;
• a writer completing the first draft of a novel;
• a dance ensemble developing choreography for a new piece;
• a visual artist creating art for exhibition that explores new 

subjects and techniques;
• a musician composing music for a new album.
While all eligible Vermont artists are encouraged to apply 

for a Creation Grant, special consideration will be given to 
emerging artists in this grant round. Generally, emerging artists 
are defined as those who are at an early stage in their career 

Shuttered Venue 
Operator (SVO) grants

The Shuttered Venue Operators (SVO) Grant program was 
established by the COVID-19 relief law, the Economic Aid to 
Hard-Hit Small Businesses, Nonprofits, and Venues Act, signed 
into law on December 27, 2020. The program includes $15B 
in grants to shuttered venues, to be administered by the Small 
Business Administration’s Office of Disaster Assistance.

While this program has not yet opened for applications, there 
are important updates regarding eligibility and the application 
process. We anticipate that it will open in the next few weeks.

SAM Registration: Any applicant to this program must be 
registered through http://sam.gov/, a centralized government 
website used by entities to apply for and obtain federal 
government contracts and grants. This process takes more than 
a week, so we are encouraging anyone who might apply to begin 
this registration process now. Organizations who already have 
a SAM.gov registration are encouraged to check that the login 
information and password is up to date.

Eligibility information: The SBA has released several rounds 
of updates on the eligibility and guidelines of the program. 
Interested applicants should check online at https://www.sba.gov/
funding-programs/loans/coronavirus-relief-options/shuttered-
venue-operators-grant for updates, especially the FAQ section, 
and sign up for SBA email alerts about the program.

Browns River 
Little League registration

Spring 2021 Registration is open for Browns River Little 
League (BRLL), including Jericho and Underhill girls and 
boys aged 4-12. Please sign up on the website (https://www.
brownsriverlittleleague.com/) through Friday, March 19. 
Late fees apply after March 19. The website will guide you to 
understand which age group your child will be in based on birth 
date.

BRLL will be following Vermont state guidelines for sports 
practices and competition during COVID (whatever they may be 
in April when the season begins). Those not comfortable with the 
guidelines for any reason should forgo this season.

BRLL scholarships are available, so please do reach out 
if a child in our community needs dues covered or equipment 
provided in order to play. 

Volunteers are always needed! Please consider helping to 
coach, umpire, maintain fields, and more. Volunteer options are 
on the website. 

Please feel free to contact us with any questions – Play Ball!

Mount Mansfield Boys’ Youth 
Lacrosse signups now open

Mount Mansfield Boys Youth Lacrosse sign-ups are open. 
We have a Tiny Sticks Program open to boys K-2 and girls 

K-3. This is for young beginners and and is skills-only. We meet 
once per week. 

We have a third and fourth grade combined team, fifth and 
sixth grade combined team, and a seventh and eighth grade 
combined team. These teams compete with other teams in 
Vermont. There are practices two to three times per week, with 
games on Saturdays and occasional games during the week.

For more information please contact Craig Benson, 
mmboyslacrosse@gmail.com.

Girls on the Run 
registration is open

Girls on the Run participant registration opened on Monday, 
March 8 at https://www.gotrvt.org/register-now. Every season, 
Girls on the Run creates a safe and FUN place for girls of all 
abilities to make new friends, establish healthy habits, and feel 
greater self-worth.

During these stressful times, girls need the encouragement and 
connectedness created through the team activities, movement 
games, and emotional exploration packed into every practice. 
Our eight-week spring season begins the week of Monday, April 
5. Teams meet twice weekly for 90 minutes per session. Teams 
will follow strict COVID-19 health and safety protocols, and all 
activities have been adapted to ensure physical distancing.

Sites will become available and appear on our registration 
form on a rolling basis, likely over the following two weeks. 
Reasons for delayed registration are site-specific but are largely 
because we are still waiting for site administrators to approve 
facility usage, coaches are still recruiting additional co-coaches, 
and coaches are still determining how to structure their meeting 
schedules given pods/hybrid schedules.

We will be announcing new sites as they come online 
via social media, emails to past participants of the specific 
sites, and the News & Events page of our website. As always, 
coaches are promoting registration for their teams locally with 
announcements on social media, Front Porch Forum, and school 
newsletters, as well as with flyers.

Enrollment is limited to 12 participants per team to ensure 
physical distancing. We are expecting wait lists at a number 
of sites and will continue to push for additional coaches to 
accommodate that demand.

Questions? Contact info@girlsontherunvermont.org.

development. Age is not 
a factor in determining an 
emerging artist. Emerging 
artists must be “active” or 
“practicing” artists (i.e., 
creating work regularly, 
rather than a few times a 
year); and should not have 
received major grants, 
awards, or other significant 
recognition (such as a 
solo exhibition) at this 
stage in their career. With 
regard to the Vermont Arts 
Council’s grant programs 
for individual artists, 
only Creation Grants are 
considered to be “major 
grants.”

The grant amount for 
this program is $4000 per 
award.

The application deadline 
is Wednesday, April 14. 
For full details and online 
application, see https://
www.vermontartscouncil.
org/grants/artists/creation.
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On Wednesday, February 24, 2021 
Irving (Whitey) Bartlett of Jericho, VT 
left this world to be with his true love, 
Carol. Irving was born December 6, 1935, 
son of Earl and Jessie (Gleason) Bartlett. 
He attended schools in Underhill, VT 
before meeting his soul mate, Carol. 
They married December 15, 1956 and 
raised two wonderful daughters, Pamela 
and Bonnie. Irving worked construction 
for many years, becoming a master 
equipment operator, known by many as 
the best. He was admired and respected 
for his many accomplishments; Bartlett Construction and Green 
Mountain Insulation are two examples. He was always the person 
you went to for advice. Whether it was traveling the world with 
their dearest friends Ray and Pat Limoge, or spending time at 
their camp on the lake or their homes in Florida, they shared 
many passions together. Irving had a passion for old tractors 
and the time he spent with his brother Robin, restoring them and 
making them new again. They moved a few times but eventually 
ended up in Jericho, VT. Carol left this world in June of 2015, 
leaving Irving broken hearted. He filled that void by visiting his 
wealth of friends and family to say “hi” or tell a joke. If you 
could measure a man’s wealth by the number of friends he had, 
he would be the richest man in the world. He always would take 
time to help, listen, or just talk. Irving, Dad, Papa, Uncle, and 
Brother touched the hearts of so many people, that not a day will 
go by without remembering him or reminiscing of time spent 
with him. He leaves behind his daughters Pamela Spiller and her 
husband Steve; Bonnie Ayers and her husband Steve; brothers 
David Bartlett and his wife Janice, Arthur Bartlett and his wife 
Toni, and Robin Bartlett and his wife Pat (Patricia); and sister 
Betsy Berrymore, four grandchildren, eight great-grandchildren 
and three great-great-grandchildren; and many nieces and 
nephews. We want to thank the staff at McLure-Miller Respite 
House for the wonderful care they provided him in his last days. 
Due to COVID-19 circumstances, services will be held at a 
later date. Donations can be made to the McLure-Miller Respite 
House, 3113 Roosevelt Highway, Colchester, VT 05446.

Carol Joyce Bell Taylor Locke, age 
100.9, of Jeffersonville, VT and Rutland, 
MA transitioned to Heaven on Saturday, 
February 20, 2021, in the comfort of her 
own home. Carol was born in St. Albans, 
VT on May 28, 1920 to the late Abner and 
Rhoda (Neff) Bell. She lived in Swanton, 
VT And moved to Jeffersonville, VT in 
1927, where she grew up. She graduated 
from Cambridge High School, class of 
1938, and attended UVM, where she 
met and married Francis “Frank” Taylor. 
After living in Brattleboro, VT and Port 

Jervis, NY for a short term, they moved to Rutland, MA, settling 
down to raise their five children. After many years of being the 
most amazing mother and homemaker, Carol stepped out into 
the work force and got a secretarial job at Naquag Elementary 
School in Rutland. While living in Rutland, Carol belonged to 
the First Congregational Church and sang alto in the church choir 
for 29 years. She was also a member of the Monday Night Club 
and Players Club, singing in many musicals. In 1981, she and 
Frank moved back to her childhood home in Jeffersonville. She 
became a member of the Cambridge Chorale and volunteered at 
Second Chance in Morrisville, VT. She also became a member 
of the Second Congregational Church and joined their choir. 
Carol was the 2006 “Volunteer of the Year” recipient from the 
Mary Bryant Memorial Art Gallery in Jeffersonville. She also 
had the honor of being Jeffersonville’s 4th of July Celebration’s 
Grand Marshal in 2009. After the death of her husband Frank 
in February 1985, ten years later in April of 1995 she married 
Phillip Locke, who was the light of her life. Phil would tell 
Carol that “the sun rises and sets with you” – a memory she 
cherished. Carol was an inspiration to anyone who knew her, 
a true reflection of God’s love in action. She was kind, gentle, 
and believed the best in everyone. Her kind-heartedness, quick 
wit, and positive attitude would make anyone’s day brighter. 
Carol was a wonderful baker and graciously shared her skills 
and recipes with family and friends. Her apple pies, buttermilk 
donuts, and almond puffs were just a few of her sought-after 
delicacies. Carol certainly was one of a kind and will be sorely 
missed. Carol is survived by her five children: Phyllis Edwards 
and her husband Greg from Cambridge, VT; Frank Taylor 
from Enosburgh, VT; Bruce Taylor from Jeffersonville, VT; 
Cheryl Beckwith and her husband Jamie from Fletcher, VT; and 
Diane O’Neil, currently residing in Jeffersonville, VT and her 
husband Tom from Rutland, MA. Carol is also survived by ten 
grandchildren: Stacey Edwards Alden, Kris Taylor and his wife 
Kimmie, Doug Edwards, Marcy Taylor, Jason Taylor Schofield, 
Ryann Carol Schofield, Kody Hill, Jesse O’Neil, Jamie O’Neil, 
Taylor O’Neil, and Ethan Taylor. Her legacy continues with ten 
great-grandchildren: Nick, Haley, Caitlyn, Trever, Paige, Dylan, 
Averie, Bella, Azariah, and Cheyenne. Phil had three children, 
whom Carol loved dearly: Mildred “Millie” and her husband 
Carlton Piper; Lynwood “Woody” Locke and his wife Starr; and 
Edwin “Chuck” Locke and his wife Sandi. Phil passed away in 
2004 and Millie passed away in 2019. Carol was predeceased 
by her sisters Eunice Gates, Marjorie Pignona, and Phyllis 
McGregor. Lastly, we mustn’t forget her beloved cat, Beau (aka 
“Kitty Boy”), who already misses her. There will be no services 
at this time, due to COVID-19. Memorial contributions in 
Carol’s memory may be made to North Country Animal League, 
16 Mountain View Meadow Rd., Morrisville, VT 05661, or for 
the outstanding help from Lamoille County Home Health and 
Hospice, 54 Farr Ave., Morrisville, VT 05661. The family also 
invites you to share your memories by visiting awrfh.com.

James Arnold Nickerson, III of 
Underhill, VT died Tuesday, February 23, 
2021, with his family by his side. Though 
only 27 years of age James was a role 
model to many, showing all of us what it 
is to live with intrepid courage, creativity, 
and a big open heart. This is no small 
thing for a person who had to tend to their 
own heart their whole life. James made 
his entrance September 8, 1993 when he 
was born in Middlebury, VT. His first 24 
hours were full of parental bliss, only to 
be followed by the life threatening 

diagnosis of hypoplastic left heart syndrome. His young 25-year-
old parents were asked if they wanted to let their baby die, do 
experimental high-risk surgery, or place him on a heart transplant 
list. Thus James was welcomed to his complex world of medical 
decisions and the necessity to fight tirelessly to make a half-
developed heart work. This he did. Wholeheartedly. Every day of 
his life. As a child, James endured multiple hospitalizations 
including four major open-heart procedures at the Children’s 
Hospital in Boston, MA. When he was finally off to preschool 
and kindergarten, his backpack was bigger than he was, though 
he was insistent to carry it himself, saying, “Because that is what 
you do in school!” James was always a fighter and never let the 
limits of his medical condition interfere with his living. He rarely 
talked about his physical limitations with his peers. For James, 
his years at Underhill Central Elementary School were magical. 
He loved his teachers Pam Foust and Peg Dorta, who truly saw 
him and supported his growth. James loved learning about 
“Choices and Have-Tos.” At a young age, he quickly ascertained 
that if he got the “have-tos” out of the way, he could spend the 
rest of his time doing what he loved – a lesson that served him 
academically for years. As a boy, James was granted a Make-A-
Wish trip to Disney World in Orlando, FL. As was his nature, he 
waited until he was seven years old so his sister Madeline could 
go with him. The two had a magical relationship. James was a 
loving, protective, and patient big brother to a sister he adored. 
From ages eight to 16, James attended Open Hearts Camp in 
Great Barrington, MA, a program and, more accurately, a loving 
community for children living with cardiac conditions. An annual 
summer highlight for James, it was so significant that after 
college, he returned to be a camp counselor, paying forward what 
the experience brought to his life. James was an avid reader, 
especially loving adventure books. At Browns River Middle 
School, he found his place in the library with Joyce Babbitt, but 
mostly in the music world with Dave Tisdell. He learned to play 
guitar and was in the school musicals, talent shows, and plays. 
James was well known for his unquestionable “show must go on” 
attitude, no matter how he was feeling. More than once, he even 
roped his buddies into getting dressed up and taking part in a full 
Blues Brothers singing and dancing performance. It was these 
years that saw James’ trademark fedora. He wore it everywhere! 
Mount Mansfield Union High School for James was filled with 
more music, drama, sound, and fun. He had a great group that 
surrounded him with friendship each and every day. James not 
only found the people who supported him, he embraced them. 
Teachers who inspired him included Mr. Pillsbury, Candy Padula, 
Mr. Krull, Mary Bauer, Kristin Barker, Jen Botsosjorin, Mr. 
Eschholtz, Mr. Richards, Mr. Turner, and Mr. Keffer. A special 
nod is due to Talia White, who made James so comfortable in 
seeking help and support in school that his initial, “No way am I 
ever going to step foot into THAT class” turned into “Is it possible 
to take two classes with Talia?” These teachers had such an 
influence on James that he recently was a para-educator at the 
Chamberlin and Edmunds Elementary Schools and online with 
the Burlington School District. James loved supporting kids and 
helping them find the type of success he achieved so valiantly. In 
the fall of 2020, James, ever dedicated to his passion, had begun 
a Masters Program in Special Education at the University of 
Vermont. James was an accomplished online gamer, having 
started at the age of five. His first game was Pokemon, which was 
his motivation to learn how to read in order to play. As he was 
unable to participate in many endurance-based sports, the online 
gaming world provided a great outlet for his competitive spirit 
and agile mind. He had many friends in the e-sport arena as it 

was a big part of his life. Up to his final days, gaming was on his 
mind as he was trying to express his concern that his dad might 
not know how to download a new game he had pre-purchased. 
James received a bachelor of arts degree in film studies and 
marketing in 2016 from Baldwin-Wallace University in Berea, 
OH. Anyone who knew James appreciated that he was a walking, 
breathing database of film industry knowledge. From writing and 
directing his own films to understanding the depth of the craft, 
James could readily name films and their directors, composers, 
cinematographers and more. James was the director of Covered 
Porch Theater Camp for four years and theatrical director at 
Spruce Peak Arts Greek Mythology Camp. His patience and care 
gave his kids confidence to be able to perform after only one 
week of camp. He listened to these young people, heard their 
voices and created space for them to shine. Soon after his college 
graduation, James was diagnosed with Hodgkin’s Lymphoma 
and underwent two years of chemotherapy and a stem-cell 
transplant. Late in 2020, he again became ill and was diagnosed 
with diffuse large-B cell non-Hodgkin’s Lymphoma. His fighting 
spirit was in full display during one of his many hospitalizations 
when there was a need for repeated blood-work. James laid down 
the law, “ONE draw a day – get your acts together and stick me 
only once!” With his great sense of humor, he was also a fierce 
debater and patient teacher. James had many varied interests. 
Everyone knew that James really didn’t “like” any one thing, 
because he LOVED everything. A die-hard New England Patriots 
fan, a passion he shared with his dad, James found great pleasure 
in harassing his Seahawk-loving grandfather. He also had a 
special fondness for Japan, its food and culture. He teasingly said 
that he must be at least part Japanese because his mother was 
born there. James spent a semester in Osaka, Japan, and later 
took a course in New York City to receive ESL educator 
certification with the hopes of returning to Japan to teach English 
as a second language. Unfortunately, his medical history 
prevented that chapter from happening. James was predeceased 
by his paternal grandparents J. Arnold Nickerson Sr. and Janice 
Dayton. James is survived by his dearly loved mother Julianne 
Nickerson, who was his indomitable rock, cheerleader, and 
advocate, and stepmother Belinda Emerson of Underhill, VT, his 
beloved father Jay Nickerson Jr., who was his friend and 
champion, and stepmother Beth Pierson Nickerson of Shelburne, 
VT, his sister Madeline Nickerson of Underhill and NYC, his 
maternal grandparents David and Beverly Anne Doupe of 
Lancaster, PA; step-siblings Shane, Josh, and Katie Pierson and 
numerous loving aunts, uncles, cousins, and close friends. The 
family wishes to extend heartfelt gratitude to all the health care 
providers who helped care for James along his journey. Special 
thanks to Dr. Scott Yeager, Dr. Michael Flanagan, Liz Manz, 
Colleen Wise, Dr. Wendy Davis, Dr. David Fisher, the oncology 
nurses and doctors at UVM, Dana Farber, and Brigham and 
Women’s Hospitals, and the Boston Adult Congenital Heart 
(BACH) team. James may have started out small in stature, but 
not in personality. He was full of love and adventure. His 
influence, often brought about in subtle ways, made such a huge 
difference in the lives of so many. In spite of coping daily with 
multiple life-threatening conditions, his perseverance created a 
life full of meaningful experiences, unforgettable moments, and 
love. James spent all of his days being overwhelmingly confident 
about every challenge in front of him. Nothing was ever off-
limits. When asked how he did this, he replied, “This is my life. 
Each day I wonder what is next!” May we all approach our days 
with such wonder. A memorial was hosted by United Church of 
Underhill and broadcast live on Saturday, March 13, 2021, via 
YouTube (https://youtu.be/WCS6BQJAWfs). A summer 
celebration of James’ life, complete with “Jedi Pyre,” is being 
planned and will be announced via Facebook and Caring Bridge. 
If you are not connected to Julianne on either of these platforms 
and are interested in being notified, email Julianne at 
RememberingJamesIII@gmail.com. Donations in James 
Nickerson’s name can be made to causes close to his heart: The 
Edward J. Madden Open Hearts Camp, 250 Monument Valley 
Rd., Great Barrington, MA 01230; and Make A Wish Vermont, 
6655 Shelburne Rd., Suite 300, Shelburne, VT 05482. Thank you 
to our dear friend Carole Vasta Folley for helping us tell James’ 
story.
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SCHOOL NEWS

Middle School MathCounts Team 
sends member to State contest

Kody’s alarm rings every 11 minutes, and his dad calls upstairs 
every 15 minutes to wake him up. But Kody will only wake up if 
his alarm rings and his dad calls him at the same time. If Kody’s 
alarm first rings at 7:00 AM and his dad first calls him at 7:05 
AM, at what time will Kody wake up?

On a wintery day in February, five mathletes from the Mount 
Mansfield (Middle School) MathCounts Team – John Moulton, 
Noah Ross, Summit Hintz, Seamus Dumas, and Henry Rogers 
– logged on to their computers to compete with students across 
Northwest Vermont.

This year’s team was a combination of students from Camel’s 
Hump and Browns River Middle Schools. They had practiced 
every Wednesday afternoon since last October with other students 
in grades 6-8. The students agreed to academic integrity rules at 
the beginning of the competition and started solving problems 
like the one shown above as quickly as they could.

A week later, the team learned that Henry Rogers scored so 
well that he was invited to the Chapter Invitational, which took 
place during Henry’s winter break in February. It was recently 
announced that Henry finished fifth overall in the Chapter 
Invitational and has been invited to the State Competition, which 
takes place on Monday, March 22.

Congratulations to the whole team and good luck to Henry. 
(The answer to the question above is 8:50 AM.)

WSBA Scholarship: a unique 
opportunity for MMU grads

By Angelike Contis (MMCTV Exec. Dir.)
Every spring for the past few years, a small group of members 

of the Western Slopes Business Association have gathered around 
a table to review applications from Mount Mansfield Union High 
School (MMU) grads-to-be. We have the tough but rewarding 
work of matching applicants to the Western Slopes Business 
Association’s two $2150 Entrepreneur Business Scholarships.

Some years we have a lot of applicants. Other years we scratch 
our heads wondering why more MMU grads facing the prospect 
of college debt don’t give it a try. But we’re always inspired by 
the applicants’ words and accomplishments. So I’m reaching 
out here in the hopes that someone who knows a member of the 
MMU Class of 2021 who might fit the bill will let them know 
about the scholarship.

One of the committee’s long-time members, Dave Thomas, 
shares a few words about the review process: “Each year, I look 
forward to reviewing and evaluating the applications as it gives 
me an opportunity to witness the skills and accomplishments of 
some outstanding MMU students. It is a treat to be able to award 
a couple worthy seniors for their hard work as they begin their 
college studies.”

What are we looking for? For one, an applicant whose words 
and actions indicate they are committed to community. We are 
looking less for a GPA overachiever than a young person who 
demonstrates a track record of community service. Sometimes an 
applicant’s words tip the scale. Other times it’s an observation by 
a teacher of their kindness or perseverance or the sheer number 
of hours the applicant has committed to a volunteer project.

The other thing we’re looking for is the “entrepreneur” and 
“business” part. Past scholarship winners have planned to major 
in business, launched a successful money-making effort, or come 
up an innovative solution to a local problem.

On a normal year, we raise the scholarship funds entirely 
through a popular silent auction at the Richmond Holiday Market. 
When the market didn’t take place this year, the committee and 
the WSBA board decided to make the scholarships possible 
anyway, reallocating the funds.

Longtime committee member Attorney David Sunshine hopes 
the scholarship does its part to encourage MMU students to 
pursue further studies, noting: “What better way to help these 
future collegians than to offer to them a scholarship to honor their 
hard work in high school and assist them with their future college 
career.”

MMU graduating seniors have until Friday, May 15, 2021 to 
apply. The scholarship application is available online at: https://
www.westernslopes.org/scholarship.

Students compete 
in virtual 2021 Poetry Out Loud 

Presented in partnership with the Vermont Arts Council, the 
National Endowment for the Arts, and the Poetry Foundation, 
Poetry Out Loud is a national program that encourages high 
school students to learn about great poetry — both classic and 
contemporary — through memorization, performance, and 
competition. Since the program began in 2005, more than four 
million students across the country have participated in Poetry 
Out Loud.

Here in Vermont, for the 2021 Poetry Out Loud competition, 
60 teachers from 24 schools across the state registered to bring the 
program to their classrooms, reaching more than 1500 students.

Sixteen high school students across Vermont, including Nuala 
Dougherty at Mount Mansfield Union High School, Jericho, 
were selected by their teachers as school champions and so will 
advance to participate in the 2021 statewide competition, which 
was streamed at 7:00 PM, Monday, March 15 on Vermont PBS’s 
online OVEE platform.

Due to the pandemic, the school champions submitted their 
poetry recitations by video, which were evaluated by a panel of 
six judges. One recitation video from each student was aired, 
and a panel of six judges will also share their insights about this 
year’s competition. Actor Andy Butterfield emceed the event. 
During the online event, this year’s champion and runner-up was 
announced, and participants with the five highest cumulative 
scores recognized.

All 2021 judges are published Vermont poets. They are 
Frances Cannon, faculty member at Champlain College and 
Vermont College of Fine Arts; Rajnii Eddins, an activist and 
public speaker; Tina Escaja, a University of Vermont professor 
of Spanish and Director of Gender, Sexuality and Women’s 
Studies; Shanta Lee Gander, a multidisciplinary artist; Ruth 
Rodriguez, co-owner of Antidote Books in Putney; and Bianca 
Stone, Director of Programs at Ruth Stone House. Contestants 
were evaluated on physical presence, voice and articulation, 
evidence of understanding, dramatic appropriateness, accuracy, 
and overall performance.

The state champion will receive $200 and will advance to the 
national finals, where $50,000 in awards and school stipends will 
be distributed. The school of the state champion will receive $500 
for the purchase of poetry materials. The first runner-up in each 
state will receive $100, with $200 for his or her school library. 
The Poetry Foundation provides and administers all aspects of 
the monetary prizes awarded.

The 2021 National Semifinals will take place on Sunday, May 
2, and the 2021 National Finals will take place on Thursday, May 
27. Both will be video submission-based competitions and will 
be streamed on http://arts.gov/.

For more information about Vermont’s Poetry Out Loud, visit 
https://www.vermontartscouncil.org/programs/poetry-out-loud.

Vermont Applies: spring 
12th grade admissions event

Seniors, still need to apply to college or a training program for the fall? It’s not too late! 
Participating colleges and training programs will help you apply to their schools and receive 
a quick admissions decision. See the details and get started at https://vsac.heydays.io/
events/101/sessions. 

Lego Challenge to support Saxon Hill School
With the excitement of the rover landing on Mars, Saxon Hill School thought that families 

would enjoy doing some of their own space exploration! Grab your LEGO (or DUPLO) 
bricks and build a rocket ship for a chance to win one of three prizes. Entries are open to 
everyone – from kids to kids at heart. The entry deadline is Monday, March 22 and the 
fee to participate is $20. All funds raised go directly to support Saxon Hill School. More 
information can be found online at https://saxonhillschool.org/calendars/artisans-auction.

Saxon Hill School Inc. is a family-run, cooperative preschool that combines the Reggio 
Emilia approach, expert teachers, and active family participation to honor the natural curiosity 
of our children. Located in Jericho, we serve children from ages 3-6 from Chittenden and 
surrounding counties. For more information please visit http://www.saxonhillschool.org/ or 
email secretary@saxonhillschool.org.


